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(54) Reduction instrument, surgical assembly including a reduction instrument

(57) A surgical instrument (12) for reducing a rod (20)
into a saddle (22) of a fixation member includes a distal
end (24) for engaging the saddle and a proximal end (26).
A reducing device (28) is disposed between the distal
end and the proximal end. The reducing device is oper-

ative to reduce the rod into the saddle. The reducing de-
vice defines a throughbore. The throughbore provides
access there through by a first drive member (152) to
secure a plug (61) to the saddle.



EP 2 777 571 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present teachings generally relate to ortho-
pedic instruments. More particularly, the present teach-
ings relate to a reduction instrument and a surgical as-
sembly including a reduction instrument. The present
teachings also more particularly relate to a method.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In general, the human musculoskeletal system
is composed of a variety of tissues including bone, liga-
ments, cartilage, muscle, and tendons. Tissue damage
or deformity stemming from trauma, pathological degen-
eration, or congenital conditions often necessitates sur-
gical intervention to restore function. Surgical interven-
tion can include any surgical procedure that can restore
function to the damaged tissue or correct the deformity,
which can require the use of one or more orthopedic pros-
thesis, such as orthopedic nails, screws, implants, etc.
[0003] In one example, in order to restore function to
or correct a deformity of the spinal column, one or more
implants can be coupled to each vertebral body and in-
terconnected via a suitable device. In one example, im-
plants or anchors can be coupled to each vertebral body,
and a connecting device, such as a rod, can be coupled
to each of the anchors to stabilize or fix the vertebral
bodies relative to each other. Generally, multiple anchors
can be attached to each vertebral body so that multiple
rods can be used to stabilize the spinal column. In one
example, one or more reduction instruments and rotation
instruments can cooperate with the multiple anchors to
restore function to or correct a deformity of the spinal
column.

SUMMARY

[0004] The present teachings relate to instruments for
use in restoring function or correcting a deformity, and
more specifically relate to a combination reduction and
rotation instrument for restoring function to or correcting
a deformity of the spinal column.
[0005] In accordance with one particular aspect, the
present teachings provide a surgical instrument for re-
ducing a rod into a saddle of a fixation member. The
surgical instrument includes a distal end for engaging the
saddle and a proximal end. A reducing mechanism is
disposed between the distal end and the proximal end.
The reducing mechanism is operative to reduce the rod
into the saddle. The reducing mechanism defines a
throughbore. The throughbore provides access there
through by a first drive member to secure a plug to the
saddle.
[0006] In accordance with another particular aspect,
the present teachings provide a surgical assembly in-
cluding a rotation instrument and a reduction instrument.

The reduction instrument is operative for reducing a rod
into a saddle of a fixation member and includes a reduc-
ing mechanism defining a throughbore. The throughbore
provides access there through by a first drive member to
secure a plug to the saddle.
[0007] In accordance with yet another particular as-
pect, the present teachings relate to a surgical method.
The surgical method includes engaging a bone with a
bone engaging member. The bone engaging member
includes a saddle for receiving a rod. The method addi-
tionally includes providing a surgical assembly including
a reduction instrument having a drive mechanism for re-
ducing the rod relative into the saddle and engaging the
saddle of the bone engaging member with the surgical
assembly. The method further includes engaging a plug
to the saddle to secure the rod to the bone engaging
member by passing a first drive member through a
throughbore of the drive mechanism.

DRAWINGS

[0008] The drawings described herein are for illustra-
tion purposes only and are not intended to limit the scope
of the present teachings in any way.

Fig. 1 is an environmental illustration of an assembly
including an exemplary rotation instrument coupled
to a rod reduction instrument for use in a surgical
procedure according to the present teachings;
Fig. 2 is a perspective illustration of the exemplary
rotation instrument coupled to the rod reduction in-
strument of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a partially exploded view of the assembly of
the rotation instrument and rod reduction instrument
of Fig. 2;
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the exemplary ro-
tation instrument and rod reduction instrument of Fig.
1, taken along line 4-4 of Fig. 2;
Fig. 5 is an end view of the exemplary rotation in-
strument of Fig. 2 illustrating an exemplary mating
portion of an attachment system for coupling the ro-
tation instrument to the rod reduction instrument;
Fig. 6 is an top view of the exemplary rod reduction
instrument of Fig. 2;
Fig. 7 is a perspective illustration of another assem-
bly including an exemplary rotation instrument cou-
pled to the rod reduction instrument for use in a sur-
gical procedure according to the present teachings;
Fig. 8 is an exploded view of the exemplary rotation
instrument and rod reduction instrument of Fig. 7;
Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the exemplary ro-
tation instrument and rod reduction instrument of Fig.
7, taken along line 9-9 of Fig. 7; and
Fig. 10 is an end view of the exemplary rotation in-
strument of Fig. 7 illustrating an exemplary mating
portion of an attachment system for coupling the ro-
tation instrument to the rod reduction instrument.
Fig. 11 is a cross-sectional view similar to Fig. 9 il-
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lustrating the assembly of the present teachings op-
eratively associated with a quick-connect drive shaft
for controlling rod reduction in accordance with the
present teachings.
Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view similar to Fig. 11,
illustrating the assembly of the present teachings op-
eratively associated with a plug driver for driving a
plug in accordance with the present teachings.

DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS

[0009] The following description is merely exemplary
in nature and is not intended to limit the present teach-
ings, application, or uses. It should be understood that
throughout the drawings, corresponding reference nu-
merals indicate like or corresponding parts and features.
Although the following description is related generally to
a combination reduction and rotation instrument for use
in restoring function to or correcting a deformity of the
spinal column, such as in the case of an axial, coronal
or sagittal deformity of the spinal column, it will be un-
derstood that the system as described and claimed here-
in can be used in any appropriate surgical procedure,
such as in a minimally invasive orthopedic alignment or
fixation procedure. Therefore, it will be understood that
the following discussions are not intended to limit the
scope of the present teachings and claims herein.
[0010] With reference to Figs. 1-6, a rotation instru-
ment 10 is shown. The rotation instrument 10 may be
particularly adapted for spinal fixation procedures. Vari-
ous aspects of the present teachings, however, may have
application for other procedures. In certain applications,
one or more rotation instruments 10 can be used to cor-
rect a deformity of a spinal column S. In one example,
with reference to Fig. 1, a rotation instrument 10 can co-
operate with a rod reduction instrument 12, a first spinal
fixation system 14 and a second spinal fixation system
16 to correct a deformity of the spinal column S.
[0011] In this example, the first fixation system 14 and
the second fixation system 16 can be coupled to the spi-
nal column S along both sides of the spinal column S
such that the first fixation system 14 can be generally
parallel to the second fixation system 16. It should be
noted, however, that one of the first fixation system 14
and second fixation system 16 could be coupled to the
spinal column S, if desired. Further, it should be noted
that the first fixation system 14 and second fixation sys-
tem 16 could be coupled so as to extend along a single
side of the spinal column S. Each of the first fixation sys-
tem 14 and the second fixation system 16 can include
one or more bone engaging members 18, which can be
interconnected via an elongated member or connecting
rod 20. It should be noted that although the first fixation
system 14 and second fixation system 16 are illustrated
and described herein as being used with the connecting
rod 20, the first fixation system 14 and second fixation
system 16 need not be connected via the connecting rod
20. In addition, it should be noted that the rotation instru-

ment 10 can be used during a surgical procedure prior
to the connecting rod 20 being coupled to the first fixation
system 14 and second fixation system 16, if the connect-
ing rod 20 is employed with the first fixation system 14
and second fixation system 16. Further, although the first
fixation system 14 and the second fixation system 16 are
illustrated herein as spanning multiple levels of the spinal
column S, the first fixation system 14 and the second
fixation system 16 could be used in a single level spinal
fixation procedure, if desired.
[0012] In this regard, in a single level spinal fixation
procedure, two bone engaging members 18 can receive
a single connecting rod 20. A multiple level spinal fixation
procedure, however, will generally require additional
bone engaging members 18, as illustrated. In addition,
the bone engaging members 18 need not be coupled to
adjacent vertebral bodies V as illustrated, but rather, the
bone engaging members 18 can be positioned so as to
skip adjacent vertebral bodies V, if desired.
[0013] The bone engaging members 18 can comprise
any suitable device that is capable of coupling to a portion
of the vertebral body V, such as a spinal hook or bone
anchor. The connecting rod 20 can comprise any suitable
device capable of interconnecting the bone engaging
members 18. For example, the first fixation system 14
and second fixation system 16 can be composed of spinal
hooks, bone anchors and connecting rods, which are
commercially available from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, In-
diana. In one example, the first fixation system 14 and
the second fixation system 16 can comprise bone en-
gaging members 18 and connecting rod(s) 20 selected
from one or more of the POLARIS™ Deformity System,
POLARIS™ 5.5 or 6.35 Spinal System, or ARRAY® Spi-
nal System, each of which are commercially available
from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana.
[0014] In addition to or in the alternative, the bone en-
gaging members 18 can comprise those disclosed in
commonly owned U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
12/614,734, filed on November 9, 2009 and entitled "Mul-
tiplanar Bone Anchor System," and/or those disclosed in
commonly owned U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
13/103,069, filed on May 8, 2011 and entitled "Multiplanar
Bone Anchor System," each of which are incorporated
herein by reference. The bone engaging members 18
could also comprise one or more of the bone anchors
disclosed in commonly owned U.S. Patent Application
Serial No. 12/688,013, filed on January 15, 2010 and/or
commonly owned U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
12/842,556, filed on July 23, 2010, each entitled "Unipla-
nar Bone Anchor" and each incorporated herein by ref-
erence.
[0015] As the bone engaging members 18 and con-
necting rod(s) 20 can be generally known, the bone en-
gaging members 18 and connecting rod(s) 20 will not be
discussed in great detail herein. Briefly, however, the
bone engaging members 18 can include a connecting
portion or saddle 22, which can be used to couple the
rod reduction instrument 12 to the bone engaging mem-
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bers 18.
[0016] With continued reference to Fig. 1, the rod re-
duction instrument 12 can be coupled to the bone en-
gaging members 18 and can be used to reduce the con-
necting rod 20 into the bone engaging members 18. The
rod reduction instrument 12 can comprise any suitable
device capable of reducing the connecting rod 20 into
the bone engaging members 18. For example, the rod
reduction instrument 12 can be commercially available
from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana. In one example,
the rod reduction instrument 12 can be selected from the
ROCKET™ Instrumentation system commercially avail-
able from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana. In addition to
or in the alternative, a suitable rod reduction instrument
12 can comprise that disclosed in commonly owned U.S.
Patent Application No. 29/391,226, filed on May 5, 2011,
entitled "Pusher For A Rod Reduction Device" and incor-
porated by reference herein.
[0017] With reference to Fig. 2, the rod reduction in-
strument 12 in the embodiment illustrated may include a
distal end 24, a proximal end 26 and a reducing mecha-
nism 28. The distal end 24 can be shaped and configured
to be coupled to the bone engaging member 18. The
proximal end 26 can be coupled to the rotation instrument
10, as will be discussed in greater detail herein. The re-
ducing mechanism 28 can be disposed between the dis-
tal end 24 and the proximal end 26. In a conventional
manner, the reducing device or mechanism 28 can move
the distal end 24 relative to the proximal end 26 to reduce
the connecting rod 20 onto the bone engaging member
18.
[0018] With reference to Fig. 1, the rotation instrument
10 can be coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12 to
enable the creation of a moment arm to rotate at least
one vertebral body V around an axis substantially parallel
to the final orientation of the connecting rod 20, if em-
ployed, to correct the deformity of the spinal column S.
The coupling of the rotation instrument 10 directly to the
rod reduction instrument 12 can reduce or eliminate steps
during an exemplary surgical procedure as the surgeon
does not need to remove the rod reduction instrument
12 to rotate the vertebral body V. The rotation instrument
10 can include a graspable portion or handle 30, a rota-
tion tube 32 and an attachment system 34.
[0019] With regard to Figs. 2 and 3, the handle 30 can
enable the application of a force to the rotation instrument
10. The handle 30 can include a body 36 and a coupling
post 38. It should be noted that although the handle 30
is illustrated and described herein as comprising the body
36 and the coupling post 38, the handle 30 could be in-
tegrally formed. In addition, although the handle 30 is
described herein as being separate and discrete from
the rotation tube 32 and attachment system 34, the han-
dle 30 could be integrally formed with the rotation tube
32 and attachment system 34, if desired. Further, al-
though the handle 30 is illustrated herein as being cou-
pled to the rotation tube 32 along an axis that intersects
a longitudinal axis of the rotation tube 32, the handle 30

could be coupled along an axis that is substantially par-
allel to or the same as the longitudinal axis of the rotation
tube 30. The handle 30 can be composed of a suitable
biocompatible material, such as a biocompatible metal,
metal alloy or polymer. In addition, the body 36 and the
coupling post 38 can be composed of the same or differ-
ent materials. For example, the body 36 can be com-
posed of a biocompatible polymer and the coupling post
38 can be composed of a biocompatible metal.
[0020] The body 36 can have a proximal or first end
40, a distal or second end 42 and a plurality of coupling
apertures or slots 44. The first end 40 can include a U-
shaped aperture 46, which can enable the surgeon to
manipulate the rotation instrument 10. In one example,
a loop of material can be hung through the U-shaped
aperture 46 of the handle 30 to enable manipulation of
the rotation instrument 10. In one example, a loop of
gauze can be hung through the U-shaped aperture 46 to
enable the surgeon to manipulate the rotation instrument
10 with his/her foot. In instances where multiple rotation
instruments, such as rotation instruments 10, are coupled
together to operate en bloc, the loop of gauze can enable
the surgeon to manipulate the coupled instruments sub-
stantially simultaneously. The second end 42 of the body
36 can include a bore 48. The bore 48 can receive a
proximal end 50 of the coupling post 38 to couple the
body 36 to the coupling post 38, as will be discussed
further herein.
[0021] The slots 44 can be generally elongated, and
can be formed along the body 36 from the first end 40 to
the second end 42. It should be noted that although the
slots 44 are illustrated as elongated substantially elliptical
slots, the slots 44 could have any desired shape, such
as rectangular, and could be positioned in any desired
orientation. Further, although multiple slots 44 are de-
scribed and illustrated herein, the handle 30 could include
a single slot 44, if desired. The slots 44 can receive a
device, such as a pin 52 (Fig. 1), to couple the rotation
instrument 10 to other rotation instruments. Suitable ro-
tation instruments include those described herein, and
those commercially available from Biomet, Inc. of War-
saw, Indiana, such as the Trivium™ Derotation System.
In addition, suitable rotation instruments can include
those described in U.S. Patent No. 7,776,072, filed on
August 10, 2005, titled "System and Method for Aligning
Vertebrae in the Amelioration of Aberrant Spinal Column
Deviation Conditions," and incorporated herein by refer-
ence. By coupling the rotation instrument 10 to one or
more adjacent rotation instruments, multiple vertebral
bodies V can be rotated substantially simultaneously to
enable correction over multiple levels. In addition, the
slots 44 can also enable the pin 52 to be received after
the deformity of the spinal column S has been corrected
to temporarily hold the alignment of the spinal column S.
[0022] With continued reference to Fig. 3, the coupling
post 38 can include the proximal end 50 and a distal end
54. The coupling post 38 can couple the body 36 of the
handle 30 to the rotation tube 32. In one example, the
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proximal end 50 of the coupling post 38 can be heated
and press-fit into the bore 48 so that the body 36 melts
about the coupling post 38 to secure the body 36 to the
coupling post 38. It should be noted that other methods
and techniques could be employed to couple the coupling
post 38 to the body 36, such as welding, mechanical fas-
teners, adhesives, etc. The distal end 54 of the coupling
post 38 can be coupled to the rotation tube 32. In this
regard, the distal end 54 can include a slight concavity
to facilitate the placement of the distal end 54 against the
rotation tube 32 to enable the distal end 54 to be coupled
to the rotation tube 32. In one example, the distal end 54
can be welded to the rotation tube 32, however, it should
be noted that other methods and techniques could be
employed to couple the coupling post 38 to the rotation
tube 32, such as riveting, mechanical fasteners, adhe-
sives, etc.
[0023] With particular regard to Figs. 2 and 3, the ro-
tation tube 32 can be coupled between the handle 30
and the attachment system 34. The rotation tube 32 can
act as a moment arm to enable the rotation of the verte-
bral body V. In one example, the rotation tube 32 can be
integrally formed with a portion of the attachment system
34, however, it should be understood that the rotation
tube 32 and the attachment system 34 could be formed
discretely and assembled together via a suitable tech-
nique, such as welding, press-fit, mechanical fasteners,
etc., if desired. Generally, the rotation tube 32 can be
composed of a suitable biocompatible material, such as
a biocompatible metal, metal alloy or polymer. In one
example, the rotation tube 32 can be composed of a bio-
compatible metal or metal alloy. The rotation tube 32 can
be generally cylindrical, and can include a proximal or
first end 56, a distal or second end 58 and a throughbore
or lumen 60.
[0024] The first end 56 can be coupled to the handle
30. The second end 58 can be coupled to the attachment
system 34. With particular reference to Fig. 3, the second
end 58 can include a slot 59. The slot 59 can be sized to
receive a portion of the attachment system 34, and can
include a post 59a. The post 59a can cooperate with a
portion of the attachment system 34, as will be discussed.
The lumen 60 can extend from the first end 56 to the
second end 58. The lumen 60 can provide access for a
driver to insert a locking mechanism, such as a plug or
set screw 61 (Fig. 1), into the saddle 22 of the bone en-
gaging member 18 to couple the connecting rod 20 to
the saddle 22. The lumen 60 can also enable a driver to
engage the rod reduction instrument 12.
[0025] In one example, as particularly shown in Figs.
3 and 4, the reducing mechanism 28 of the rod reduction
instrument 12 may include a rotatable member 29 cou-
pled to a pusher 31. The rotatable member 29 can include
a head 29a having a drive feature 29b. In one example,
the drive feature 29b can comprise a hexagonal drive
feature. The rotatable member 29 is rotatably coupled to
the proximal end 26 and rotationally coupled to the push-
er 31.

[0026] The distal end 24 of the rod reduction instrument
12 includes a pair of jaws 33 for engaging the saddle 22.
The jaws 33 are fixedly interconnected with the proximal
end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12. The lumen 60
can enable a driver (see Fig. 11) to engage the drive
feature 29b to actuate the reducing mechanism 28 to
move the pusher 31 of the rod reduction instrument 12
relative to the distal end 24 of the rod reduction instrument
12 to reduce the connecting rod 20 into the saddle 22.
[0027] As will be discussed in greater detail herein, the
rotation instrument 10 can enable the rotation of the ver-
tebral body V at any time prior to, simultaneously or after
the reduction of the connecting rod 20. A portion 60a of
the lumen 60 at the first end 56 can be open to facilitate
the insertion of the driver into the lumen 60. It should be
noted, however, that the lumen 60 need not include the
open portion 60a, and further, if desired, the open portion
60a could extend from the first end 56 to the second end
58.
[0028] With particular reference to Fig. 2, the attach-
ment system 34 can be coupled to the second end 58 of
the rotation tube 32. The attachment system 34 can re-
leasably couple the rotation instrument 10 to the rod re-
duction instrument 12. The attachment system 34 can
include a mating portion 62 and a coupling system 64.
Generally, the attachment system 34 can be composed
of a suitable biocompatible material, such as a biocom-
patible metal, metal alloy or polymer. In one example,
the mating portion 62 can be composed of a biocompat-
ible metal or metal alloy, and can be integrally formed
with the rotation tube 32. It should be noted, however,
the mating portion 62 could be discretely formed and cou-
pled to the rotation tube 32 through a suitable technique,
such as mechanical fasteners, adhesive, welding, etc.
The mating portion 62 can be shaped to constrain the
movement of the rotation instrument 10 relative to the
rod reduction instrument 12 to a single degree of free-
dom. In one example, the mating portion 62 can be
formed so as to prevent rotation of the rotation instrument
10 relative to the rod reduction instrument 12 about all
three rotation axes, and to prevent translation along two
axes.
[0029] In this regard, the mating portion 62 can be
shaped so that the rotation instrument 10 can slide rela-
tive to the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instrument
12. Generally, the mating portion 62 can have any shape
that corresponds with the proximal end 26 of the rod re-
duction instrument 12 so that the movement between the
rotation instrument 10 and the rod reduction instrument
12 is limited to one degree of freedom. In one example,
with reference to Figs. 3 and 4, the mating portion 62 can
include a base 70, a first flange 72 and a second flange
74. The base 70 can be formed at a distalmost end of
the lumen 60. The base 70 can include a bore 76. The
bore 76 can be in communication with the lumen 60 to
enable a portion of the reducing mechanism 28 to extend
into the lumen 60. The bore 76 can be sized such that
the reducing mechanism 28 can move relative to the bore
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76. With reference to Figs. 5 and 6, a distalmost end of
the bore 76 can include a counterbore portion 78 (Fig.
5). The counterbore portion 78 can be sized to cooperate
with a raised cylindrical lip 80 formed on at the proximal
end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12 (Fig. 6) to con-
strain the motion of the rotation instrument 10 relative to
the rod reduction instrument 12.
[0030] With regard to Fig. 3, the first flange 72 and
second flange 74 can be generally opposed from each
other about the base 70. The first flange 72 can include
a first arm 82 and a second arm 84. The first arm 82 can
be separated by a distance from the second arm 84 so
that a portion of the coupling system 64 can be positioned
between the first arm 82 and second arm 84. The first
arm 82 and second arm 84 can be coupled together via
a member 86 at a distalmost end 82a, 84a of the first arm
82 and second arm 84, respectively. A bore 85 can be
formed through a proximal end 82b, 84b of the first arm
82 and second arm 84. The bore 85 can receive a portion
of the coupling system 64, as will be discussed in greater
detail herein.
[0031] With reference to Figs. 5 and 6, in one example,
each of the first arm 82 and the second arm 84 can include
a flat surface 88 (Fig. 5). The flat surfaces 88 can be
substantially L-shaped, and can cooperate with corre-
sponding flat surfaces 89 formed on the proximal end 26
of the rod reduction instrument 12 (Fig. 6) to constrain
the motion of the rotation instrument 10 relative to the
rod reduction instrument 12. It should be noted that the
flat surfaces 88 are merely exemplary, as the surfaces
of the first arm 82 and second arm 84 can have any suit-
able shape to correspond to the shape of the proximal
end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12.
[0032] With reference to Fig. 3, the second flange 74
can include a first arm 90 and a second arm 92. With
regard to Figs. 5 and 6, the first arm 90 and the second
arm 92 can each include the flat surface 88 (Fig. 5). The
flat surfaces 88 of the first arm 90 and second arm 92
can cooperate with corresponding flat surfaces 89
formed on the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction in-
strument 12 (Fig. 6) to constrain the motion of the rotation
instrument 10 relative to the rod reduction instrument 12.
It should be noted that the flat surfaces 88 are merely
exemplary, as the surfaces of the first arm 90 and second
arm 92 can have any suitable shape to correspond to the
shape of the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instru-
ment 12.
[0033] Referring to Fig. 3, the coupling system 64 can
enable the rotation instrument 10 to be releasably cou-
pled to the rod reduction instrument 12. The coupling
system 64 can be composed of a suitable biocompatible
material, such as a biocompatible metal, metal alloy or
polymer. The coupling system 64 can include a lever 100,
a biasing member or spring 102 and a pivot pin 104. It
should be noted that although the coupling system 64 is
illustrated and described herein as being separate and
discrete from the mating portion 62, the coupling system
64 could be integrally formed with the mating portion 62.

Further, although the lever 100, spring 102 and pivot pin
104 are illustrated and described herein as being discrete
components, one or more of the lever 100, spring 102
and pivot pin 104 can be integrally formed, if desired.
The lever 100 can be movable from a first, latched posi-
tion to a second, unlatched position by the operator to
enable the rotation instrument 10 to be released or de-
coupled from the rod reduction instrument 12. The lever
100 can include a manipulable portion 106, a latching
portion 108 and a pivot bore 110.
[0034] A portion of the manipulable portion 106 can be
received within the slot 59 of the second end 58 of the
rotation tube 32. The manipulable portion 106 can pro-
vide a surface for the operator to contact to move the
lever 100 from the first position to the second position.
In one example, the manipulable portion 106 can include
one or more raised surfaces 106a to facilitate contact by
the operator. With reference to Fig. 4, the manipulable
portion 106 can also include a recess 106b opposite the
raised surfaces 106a. The recess 106b can receive a
portion of the spring 102 to couple the spring 102 to the
lever 100.
[0035] The latching portion 108 can be movable be-
tween and relative to the first arm 82 and second arm 84
of the first flange 72 of the attachment system 34. The
latching portion 108 can include a lip 112. With continued
reference to Fig. 4, the lip 112 can extend outwardly from
a surface 108a of the latching portion 108. In one exam-
ple, the lip 112 can be received within a detent 113 de-
fined on the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instru-
ment 12 to couple the rotation instrument 10 to the rod
reduction instrument 12. The lip 112 can include a ramp
surface 112a and a flat surface 112b. The ramp surface
112a can contact a ramp surface 114 of the reducing
mechanism 28 to move the lever 100 so that the lever
100 can latch onto a portion of the rod reduction instru-
ment 12. This can enable the rotation instrument 10 to
be coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12 by moving
or sliding the rotation instrument 10 onto the rod reduction
instrument 12. The flat surface 112b can cooperate with
the detent 113 to retain the rotation instrument 10 on the
rod reduction instrument 12 once the rotation instrument
10 is coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12. It should
be noted that the latching portion 108 described herein
is merely exemplary as the lever 100 could be configured
so that the lever 100 can be manually manipulated or
pivoted to couple the rotation instrument 10 to the rod
reduction instrument 12.
[0036] The pivot bore 110 can be defined between the
manipulable portion 106 and the latching portion 108.
The pivot bore 110 can receive the pivot pin 104 to enable
the lever 100 to pivot between the first, latched position
and the second, unlatched position. It should be noted
that the position of the pivot bore 110 is merely exem-
plary, as the pivot bore 110 could be positioned at any
suitable location. For example, the pivot bore 110 can be
located behind the manipulable portion 106 so that the
manipulable portion 106 can be pulled to move the lever
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100 between the first, latched position and second, un-
latched position.
[0037] The spring 102 can provide a force to retain the
lever 100 in the first, latched position. Generally, one end
of the spring 102 can be positioned about the post 59a
of the rotation tube 32 and the other end can be received
within the recess 106b of the manipulable portion 106
(Fig. 4). The lever 100 can be pivoted against the force
of the spring 102 to move the lever 100 from the first,
latched position to the second, unlatched position. The
pivot pin 104 can be received within the bore 85 of the
attachment system 34 to pivotably couple the lever 100
to the attachment system 34 (Fig. 3).
[0038] According to one exemplary method, with ref-
erence to Fig. 3, in order to assemble the rotation instru-
ment 10, the distal end 54 of the coupling post 38 can be
welded to the rotation tube 32. Then, the proximal end
50 of the coupling post 38 can be heated and inserted
into the bore 48 of the handle 30 to couple the handle 30
to the coupling post 38. With reference to Fig. 4, the spring
102 can be coupled about the post 59a, and the lever
100 can be positioned over the second end 58 so that
the other end of the spring 102 is received within the
recess 106b. The pivot pin 104 can then be inserted
through the bore 85 and pivot bore 110 to pivotably cou-
ple the lever 100 to the attachment system 34.
[0039] In order to employ the rotation instrument 10,
with reference back to Fig. 1, the first fixation system 14
and the second fixation system 16 can be coupled to the
anatomy via any suitable technique. Briefly, it should be
noted that the insertion of the first fixation system 14 and
the second fixation system 16 into the anatomy is beyond
the scope of the present teachings and need not be de-
scribed herein. In a conventional manner insofar as the
present teachings are concerned, exemplary systems
and methods for the insertion of the first fixation system
14 and the second fixation system 16 into the anatomy
can include those employed in the POLARIS™ Deformity
System, POLARIS™ 5.5 or 6.35 Spinal System, or AR-
RAY® Spinal System, commercially available from Bi-
omet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana, or the tools disclosed in
commonly owned U.S. Patent Publication No.
2008/0077138, filed on April 20, 2007 and U.S. Patent
Application Serial No. 13/103,069, filed on May 8, 2011,
each of which are incorporated by reference herein. In
addition, the first fixation system 14 and the second fix-
ation system 16 need not include all of the components
illustrated in Fig. 1, but rather, the bone engaging mem-
bers 18 could comprise a saddle with threads that en-
gages the anatomy, hooks, etc.
[0040] Once the bone engaging members 18 of the
first fixation system 14 and the second fixation system
16 are coupled to the desired portion of the anatomy, the
rod reduction instrument 12 can be coupled to the saddle
22 of the bone engaging member 18. Then, the rotation
instrument 10 can be coupled to the rod reduction instru-
ment 12. Note that the connecting rod 20 need not be
reduced into the saddle 22 prior to coupling the rotation

instrument 10 to the rod reduction instrument 12, and
further, the connecting rod 20 need not be inserted into
the anatomy prior to coupling the rotation instrument 10
to the rod reduction instrument 12.
[0041] In order to couple the rotation instrument 10 to
the rod reduction instrument 12, with reference to Fig. 4,
the rotation instrument 10 can be moved or slid onto the
proximal end of the rod reduction instrument 12 until the
ramp surface 112a of the lip 112 of the lever 100 contacts
the ramp surface 114 of the rod reduction instrument 12.
Once the ramp surface 112a contacts the ramp surface
114, the continued movement of the rotation instrument
10 can overcome the force of the spring 102 to pivot the
lever 100 from the first, latched position to the second,
unlatched position. The rotation instrument 10 can be
advanced onto the rod reduction instrument 12 until the
lip 112 latches into the detent 113 of the proximal end 26
of the rod reduction instrument 12. The contact between
the flat surface 112b of the lip 112 and the detent 113
can prevent the rotation instrument 10 from being decou-
pled from the rod reduction instrument 12.
[0042] With the rotation instrument 10 coupled to the
rod reduction instrument 12, the rotation instrument 10
can be used to rotate one or more vertebral bodies V to
correct an axial, coronal or sagittal deformity of the spinal
column S. Exemplary techniques for rotating one or more
vertebral bodies V to correct a deformity of the spinal
column S can be described in U.S. Patent No. 7,776,072,
previously incorporated by reference herein. As the
method for using the rotation instrument 10 can be gen-
erally known, the method will not be discussed in great
detail herein. Briefly, however, with reference to Fig. 1,
in order to rotate one or more vertebral bodies V, rotation
instruments can be positioned in pairs at the desired lo-
cation along the anatomy. The rotation instrument 10 can
be paired with another rotation instrument 10, or could
be paired with any suitable rotation instrument, such as
those described herein, or those commercially available
from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana. In the example of
Fig. 1, the rotation instruments 10 can be arranged in
pairs and can be connected laterally by a comb 120. The
comb 120 can rest on pins 52 inserted through the slots
44 in the handles 30 of the rotation instruments 10. The
comb 120 can assist in distributing the forces across the
vertebral body V.
[0043] In addition, rotation instruments, such as the
rotation instrument 10 or those commercially available
from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana, can be coupled to
rod reduction instruments 12 that are coupled to adjacent
bone engaging members 18, as shown. In the example
of Fig. 1, rotation instruments 10 can be coupled to ad-
jacent vertebral bodies V. These rotation instruments 10
can be coupled together so as to move as a unit or en
bloc, by inserting the pin 52 through a desired slot 44 of
the handle 30.
[0044] With the rotation instruments 10 coupled to the
rod reduction instruments 12 and coupled together via
the comb 120 and the pins 52, the vertebral bodies V can
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be rotated with or without the connecting rod 20 being
reduced within the saddle 22 of the bone engaging mem-
ber 18. By allowing the vertebral bodies V to be rotated
prior to reducing the connecting rod 20 into the bone en-
gaging member 18, the surgical procedure may be per-
formed more efficiently. In order to reduce the connecting
rod 20 into the saddle 22 with the rotation instrument 10
coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12, a driver can
be inserted through the lumen 60 and coupled to the drive
feature 29b (Fig. 4). The driver can be rotated within the
lumen 60 to drive the reducing mechanism 28 to reduce
the connecting rod 20 into the saddle 22.
[0045] Once the desired correction is achieved, the ro-
tation instrument 10 can be decoupled from the rod re-
duction instrument 12. In order to decouple the rotation
instrument 10 from the rod reduction instrument 12, with
reference to Fig. 4, the manipulable portion 106 can be
pivoted towards the rotation tube 32 against the force of
the spring 102. The pivoting of the lever 100 can disen-
gage the lip 112 from the detent 113, thereby allowing
the rotation instrument 10 to be moved or slid off of the
proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12.
[0046] With reference now to Figs. 7-10, in one exam-
ple, a rotation instrument 200 can be employed with the
rod reduction instrument 12 to achieve correction of the
spinal column S. As the rotation instrument 200 can be
similar to the rotation instrument 10 described with ref-
erence to Figs. 1-6, only the differences between the ro-
tation instrument 10 and the rotation instrument 200 will
be discussed in great detail herein, and the same refer-
ence numerals will be used to denote the same or similar
components. The rotation instrument 200 can include the
graspable portion or handle 30, a rotation tube 202 and
an attachment system 204.
[0047] The rotation tube 202 can be coupled between
the handle 30 and the attachment system 204. The ro-
tation tube 202 can act as a moment arm to enable the
rotation of the vertebral body V. In one example, the ro-
tation tube 202 can be integrally formed with a portion of
the attachment system 204, however, it should be un-
derstood that the rotation tube 202 and the attachment
system 204 could be formed discretely and assembled
together via a suitable technique, such as welding, press-
fit, mechanical fasteners, etc., if desired. Generally, the
rotation tube 202 can be composed of a suitable biocom-
patible material, such as a biocompatible metal, metal
alloy or polymer. In one example, the rotation tube 202
can be composed of a biocompatible metal or metal alloy.
The rotation tube 202 can be generally cylindrical, and
can include the proximal or first end 56, a distal or second
end 208 and a throughbore or lumen 210.
[0048] The second end 208 can be coupled to the at-
tachment system 204. With reference to Fig. 8, the sec-
ond end 208 can include a slot 212 and at least one bore
214. The slot 212 can be sized to receive a portion of the
attachment system 204, and can include a recess 212a.
The recess 212a can receive a portion of the attachment
system 204, as will be discussed further herein. The at

least one bore 214 can comprise two bores 214a, 214b,
which can be formed on opposite sides of the slot 212.
The bores 214a, 214b can receive a portion of the at-
tachment system 204, as will be discussed further herein.
[0049] The lumen 210 can extend from the first end 56
to the second end 208. The lumen 210 can provide ac-
cess for a driver to insert a locking mechanism, such as
the plug 61 (Fig. 1), into the saddle 22 of the bone en-
gaging member 18 to couple the connecting rod 20 to
the saddle 22. A portion 210a of the lumen 210 at the
first end 56 can be open to facilitate the insertion of the
driver and plug 61 into the lumen 210. It should be noted,
however, that the lumen 210 need not include the open
portion 210a, and further, if desired, the open portion
210a could extend from the first end 56 to the second
end 208.
[0050] With reference to Figs. 7 and 8, the attachment
system 204 can be coupled to the second end 208 of the
rotation tube 202. The attachment system 204 can re-
leasably couple the rotation instrument 200 to the rod
reduction instrument 12. The attachment system 204 can
include a mating portion 216 and a coupling system 218.
Generally, the attachment system 204 can be composed
of a suitable biocompatible material, such as a biocom-
patible metal, metal alloy or polymer. In one example,
the mating portion 216 can be composed of a biocom-
patible metal or metal alloy, and can be integrally formed
with the rotation tube 202. It should be noted, however,
the mating portion 216 could be discretely formed and
coupled to the rotation tube 202 through a suitable tech-
nique, such as mechanical fasteners, adhesive, welding,
etc. The mating portion 216 can be shaped to constrain
the movement of the rotation instrument 200 relative to
the rod reduction instrument 12 to a single degree of free-
dom.
[0051] In this regard, the mating portion 216 can be
shaped so that the rotation instrument 200 can slide rel-
ative to the proximal end 26 or reducing mechanism 28
of the rod reduction instrument 12. Generally, the mating
portion 216 can have any shape that corresponds with
the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12
so that the movement between the rotation instrument
200 and the rod reduction instrument 12 is limited to one
degree of freedom. In this regard, the mating portion 216
can be formed so as to prevent rotation of the rotation
instrument 200 relative to the rod reduction instrument
12 about all three rotation axes, and to prevent translation
along two axes. Generally, the rotation instrument 200
can be constrained to one degree of freedom when cou-
pled to the rod reduction instrument 12 after the connect-
ing rod 20 has been reduced to the saddle 22.
[0052] In one example, with reference to Fig. 8, the
mating portion 216 can include a first flange 222 and a
second flange 224 formed about the lumen 210. The first
flange 222 and second flange 224 can each extend from
the rotation tube 202, and can be generally opposed from
each other about the rotation tube 202. The first flange
222 can be separated from the second flange 224 by a
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first slot 232 and a second slot 234. The first slot 232 can
be longer than the second slot 234, and can receive a
portion of the coupling system 218. The second slot 234
can be shaped and sized to correspond to a portion of
the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12.
Generally, the second slot 234 can be sized to enable
the first flange 222 and second flange 224 to fit around
the head 29a of the rotatable member 29 of the reducing
mechanism 28 so that the head 29a can be received
within the lumen 210 (Fig. 9).
[0053] With reference to Figs. 8 and 10, the first flange
222 and the second flange 224 can each include a curved
portion 236 and at least one flat surface 238. The curved
portion 236 can be shaped and configured to fit about
the head 29a of the rotatable member 29 to constrain the
relative motion between the rod reduction instrument 12
and rotation instrument 200. The at least one flat surface
238 can comprise two flat surfaces 238a, 238b, which
can cooperate with flat surfaces 89 formed on the rod
reduction instrument 12 (Fig. 6) to constrain the motion
between the rod reduction instrument 12 and the rotation
instrument 200.
[0054] With reference to Fig. 8, the coupling system
218 can enable the rotation instrument 200 to be releas-
ably coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12. The cou-
pling system 218 can be composed of a suitable biocom-
patible material, such as a biocompatible metal, metal
alloy or polymer. The coupling system 218 can include
a lever 242, the biasing member or spring 102 and the
pivot pin 104. The lever 242 can be movable from a first,
latched position to a second, unlatched position by the
operator to enable the rotation instrument 200 to be re-
leased or decoupled from the rod reduction instrument
12. The lever 242 can include a manipulable portion 244,
a latching portion 246 and the pivot bore 110.
[0055] A portion of the manipulable portion 244 can be
received within the slot 212 of the second end 208 of the
rotation tube 202. The manipulable portion 244 can pro-
vide a surface for the operator to contact to move the
lever 100 from the first position to the second position.
In one example, the manipulable portion 244 can include
one or more raised surfaces 244a to facilitate contact by
the operator. With regard to Fig. 9, the manipulable por-
tion 244 can also include a post 244b opposite the raised
surfaces 244a. The post 244b can receive a portion of
the spring 102 to couple the spring 102 to the lever 242.
[0056] The latching portion 246 can be movable be-
tween the first flange 222 and second flange 224 of the
attachment system 204. The latching portion 246 can
include a lip 250. With continued reference to Fig. 9, the
lip 250 can extend outwardly from a surface 246a of the
latching portion 246. In one example, the lip 250 can be
sized to fit behind the head 29a of the rotatable member
29 to couple the rotation instrument 10 to the rod reduc-
tion instrument 12. The lip 250 can include a ramp surface
250a and a flat surface 250b. The ramp surface 250a
can contact a ramp surface 252 formed on the head 29a
of the rotatable member 29 to move the lever 242 so that

the lever 242 can latch onto a portion of the rod reduction
instrument 12. This can enable the rotation instrument
200 to be coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12 by
moving or sliding the rotation instrument 200 onto the rod
reduction instrument 12. The flat surface 250b can con-
tact a surface 254 of the head 29a to retain the rotation
instrument 200 on the rod reduction instrument 12 once
the rotation instrument 200 is coupled to the rod reduction
instrument 12.
[0057] According to one exemplary method, with ref-
erence to Fig. 8, in order to assemble the rotation instru-
ment 200, the distal end 54 of the coupling post 38 can
be welded to the rotation tube 202. Then, the proximal
end 50 of the coupling post 38 can be heated and inserted
into the bore 48 of the handle 30 to couple the handle 30
to the coupling post 38. The spring 102 can be positioned
in the recess 212a, and the lever 242 can be positioned
over the second end 208 so that the other end of the
spring 102 is positioned about the post 244b (Fig. 9). The
pivot pin 104 can then be inserted through the bores
214a, 214b and pivot bore 110 to pivotably couple the
lever 242 to the attachment system 34.
[0058] As the use of the rotation instrument 200 in a
surgical procedure can be similar to the use of the rotation
instrument 10 in a surgical procedure, the use of the ro-
tation instrument 200 will not be discussed in great detail
herein. Briefly, however, with the rod reduction instru-
ment 12 coupled to the saddle 22 of the bone engaging
member 18, and the connecting rod 20 reduced into the
saddle 22, the rotation instrument 200 can be coupled to
the rod reduction instrument 12. In order to couple the
rotation instrument 200 to the rod reduction instrument
12, the rotation instrument 200 can be moved or slid onto
the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12
until the ramp surface 250a of the lip 250 of the lever 242
contacts the ramp surface 252 of the rod reduction in-
strument 12 (Fig. 9). Once the ramp surface 250a con-
tacts the ramp surface 252, the continued movement of
the rotation instrument 200 can overcome the force of
the spring 102 to pivot the lever 242 from the first, latched
position to the second, unlatched position. The rotation
instrument 200 can be advanced onto the rod reduction
instrument 12 until the lip 250 latches about the head 29a
of the rotatable member 29 of the rod reduction instru-
ment 12. The contact between the flat surface 250b of
the lip 250 and the head 29a can prevent the rotation
instrument 200 from being decoupled from the rod re-
duction instrument 12.
[0059] It should be noted that the coupling of the rota-
tion instrument 200 to the rod reduction instrument 12 is
merely exemplary. For example, the rotation instrument
200 can be coupled to the rod reduction instrument 12
before reducing the connecting rod 20 to the saddle 22.
In instances where the rotation instrument 200 is coupled
to the rod reduction instrument 12 prior to reducing the
connecting rod 20 to the saddle 22, the rotation instru-
ment 200 can be constrained to two degrees of freedom
as the mating portion 216 may not be in contact with the
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flat surfaces 89 of the rod reduction instrument 12. In this
regard, the head 29a of the rotatable member 29 of the
reducing mechanism 28 can extend above the proximal
end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12 prior to reducing
the connecting rod 20 into the saddle 22. The rotation
instrument 200 can move or slide relative to the head
29a of the rod reduction instrument 12 so that the lip 250
can latch about the head 29a of the rod reduction instru-
ment 12. The contact between the curved portion 236
and the head 29a can restrict relative movement between
the rotation instrument 200 and the head 29a of the rod
reduction instrument 12, but may not restrict movement
between the rotation instrument 200 and the proximal
end 26 of the rod reduction instrument 12. Thus, in this
example, the rotation instrument 200 can be constrained
to two degrees of freedom when coupled to the rod re-
duction instrument 12. The contact between the flat sur-
faces 238a, 238b of the rotation instrument 200 and the
flat surfaces 89 of the proximal end 26 can constrain mo-
tion between the proximal end 26 of the rod reduction
instrument 12 and the rotation instrument 200.
[0060] With the rotation instrument 200 coupled to the
rod reduction instrument 12, the rotation instrument 200
can be used to rotate one or more vertebral bodies V to
correct an axial, coronal or sagittal deformity of the spinal
column S. Similar to the rotation instruments 10, the ro-
tation instruments 200 can be arranged in pairs and can
be connected laterally by the comb 120 and vertically by
one or more pins 52 received through the slots 44 in the
handles 30. The rotation instrument 200 can be coupled
laterally and vertically to any suitable rotation instrument,
such as the rotation instrument 10 or those commercially
available from Biomet, Inc. of Warsaw, Indiana.
[0061] Once the desired correction is achieved, the ro-
tation instrument 200 can be decoupled from the rod re-
duction instrument 12. In order to decouple the rotation
instrument 200 from the rod reduction instrument 12, with
regard to Fig. 9, the manipulable portion 244 can be piv-
oted towards the rotation tube 202 against the force of
the spring 102. The pivoting of the lever 242 can disen-
gage the lip 250 from about the head 29a of the rotatable
member 29, thereby allowing the rotation instrument 200
to be moved or slid off the proximal end 26 of the rod
reduction instrument 12.
[0062] With particular reference to the cross-sectional
views of Figs. 11 and 12, the assembly of Fig. 1 is shown
operatively associated with exemplary instruments. In
this regard, Fig. 11 shows the assembly operatively as-
sociated with a first driver 150 for controlling rod reduction
in accordance with the present teachings. Fig. 12 shows
the assembly of Fig. 1 operatively associated with a sec-
ond driver 152 for driving the plug 61.
[0063] The first driver is illustrated as a quick-connect
drive shaft 150. The drive shaft 150 includes a first end
156 for conventionally coupling to a power driver. A sec-
ond end 158 non-rotationally engages the drive feature
29b of the rotatable member 29. In the embodiment il-
lustrated, the second end 158 defines a ball hex for en-

gaging the hexagonal drive feature 29b of the screw drive
29. Rotation of the drive shaft 150 operates to control rod
reduction in the manner discussed above.
[0064] As shown throughout the various views, the ro-
tatable member 29 is cylindrical and defines a through-
bore or lumen 160 passing completely therethrough. The
lumen 160 may be aligned with the lumen 60. Rotation
of the rotatable member 29 distally translates the pusher
31.
[0065] The second driver shown in Fig. 12 is illustrated
as a plug driver 152. The plug driver includes a shaft 162
operable to pass through the lumen 60 and the lumen
160 of the rotatable member 29. As a first or proximal
end 164, the shaft 162 may be coupled to a handle 166.
In the embodiment illustrated, the handle 166 may be
releasable coupled to the shaft 162 through a threaded
connection.
[0066] At a second or distal end 168 the shaft 162 is
configured to engage the plug 61 of the bone engaging
member 18. In this regard, the tip of the shaft 162 may
define a hexagonal shaft or other shape that coopera-
tively engaged corresponding structure of the plug 61
such that the plug 61 rotates with the shaft 152. Rotation
of the plug 61 threadably engages the plug 61 with the
saddle 22 to secure the rod 20 relative to the saddle 22.
Such threaded engagement between the plug 61 and the
saddle 22 will be understood to be conventional. In use,
the rod 12 can be reduced in the saddle 22 and the plug
61 can be secured to the saddle 22 with a common sur-
gical assembly. This surgical assembly remains secured
to the saddle through the jaws 33 throughout this two-
step process and thereby facilitates a minimally invasive
technique.
[0067] It should be noted that the rotation instruments
10, 200 can be available as a kit, which can include any
number of components necessary to correct a deformity
of the spinal column S. The use of the rotation instru-
ments 10, 200 that can be coupled directly to the rod
reduction instrument 12 can improve efficiency during
the surgical procedure, which can reduce surgical time.
Further, the handles 30 of the rotation instruments 10,
200 can enable the rotation instruments 10, 200 to be
used with various other rotation instruments, such as
those commercially available from Biomet, Inc. of War-
saw, Indiana. In addition, the use of the rotation instru-
ment 10 can provide the surgeon with greater flexibility
in performing a surgical procedure as the rotation of the
vertebral body V can occur before or after the connecting
rod 20 is reduced into the bone engaging member 18
and does not require the removal of the rod reduction
instrument 12 prior to attaching the rotation instrument
10.
[0068] While specific examples have been described
in the specification and illustrated in the drawings, it will
be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that
various changes can be made and equivalents can be
substituted for elements thereof without departing from
the scope of the present teachings. Furthermore, the mix-
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ing and matching of features, elements and/or functions
between various examples is expressly contemplated
herein so that one of ordinary skill in the art would ap-
preciate from the present teachings that features, ele-
ments and/or functions of one example can be incorpo-
rated into another example as appropriate, unless de-
scribed otherwise, above. Moreover, many modifications
can be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the present teachings without departing from the es-
sential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the
present teachings not be limited to the particular exam-
ples illustrated by the drawings and described in the spec-
ification, but that the scope of the present teachings will
include any embodiments falling within the foregoing de-
scription.
[0069] Also disclosed are

- A surgical method comprising:

engaging a bone with a bone engaging member,
the bone engaging member including a saddle
for receiving a rod;
providing a surgical assembly including a reduc-
tion instrument having a drive mechanism for
reducing the rod relative into the saddle, the
drive mechanism defining a throughbore ex-
tending therethrough;
engaging the saddle of the bone engaging mem-
ber with the surgical assembly; and
engaging a plug to the saddle to secure the rod
to the bone engaging member by passing a first
drive member through the throughbore of the
drive mechanism.

- The surgical method, further comprising reducing
the rod into the saddle by rotating a rotatable member
of the drive mechanism.

- The surgical method, wherein rotating the rotatable
member includes engaging a proximal end of the
rotatable member with a second drive member.

- The surgical method, wherein reducing the rod into
the saddle further comprises distally advancing a
pusher of the drive mechanism in response to rota-
tion of the rotatable member.

- The surgical method, wherein engaging the plug to
the saddle includes threadably engaging the plug to
the saddle.

Claims

1. A surgical instrument for reducing a rod into a saddle
of a fixation member, the surgical instrument com-
prising:

a distal end for engaging the saddle;
a proximal end; and
a reducing device disposed between the distal
end and the proximal end, the reducing mech-
anism operative to reduce the rod in the saddle,
the reducing mechanism defining a through-
bore, the throughbore providing access there-
through by a first drive member to secure a plug
to the saddle.

2. The surgical instrument of claim 1, wherein the re-
ducing device includes a rotatable member defining
the throughbore.

3. The surgical instrument of claim 2, wherein the ro-
tatable member is cylindrical.

4. The surgical instrument of claim 2, wherein the ro-
tatable member includes a proximal end configured
to engage a second drive member for rotating the
rotatable member.

5. The surgical instrument of claim 4, wherein rotation
of the rotatable member distally advances a pusher
of the reducing device.

6. The surgical instrument of claim 3, wherein the prox-
imal end of the rotatable member defines a hexag-
onal drive feature.

7. The surgical instrument of claim 2, in combination
with the first drive member, the first drive member
having a distal end with a diameter smaller than a
diameter of the throughbore of the reducing device.

8. The surgical instrument of claim 7, in further combi-
nation with a second drive member, the second drive
member having a distal end with a diameter larger
than the diameter of the throughbore of the reducing
device.

9. A surgical assembly comprising:

a rotation instrument; and
a reduction instrument for reducing a rod into a
saddle of a fixation member, the reduction in-
strument coupled to a distal end of rotation in-
strument, the rotation instrument including:

a distal end for engaging the saddle;
a proximal end; and
a reducing device disposed between the
distal end and the proximal end, the reduc-
ing mechanism operative to reduce the rod
in the saddle, the reducing mechanism de-
fining a throughbore, the throughbore pro-
viding access therethrough by a first drive
member to secure a plug to the saddle.
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10. The surgical assembly of claim 9, wherein the rota-
tion instrument defines a lumen, the lumen aligned
with the throughbore of the reducing device.

11. The surgical assembly of claim 10, wherein the re-
ducing device includes a rotatable member defining
the throughbore.

12. The surgical assembly of claim 11, wherein the ro-
tatable member is cylindrical.

13. The surgical assembly of claim 11, wherein the ro-
tatable member includes a proximal end configured
to engage a second drive member for rotating the
rotatable member.

14. The surgical assembly of claim 13, wherein rotation
of the rotatable member distally advances a pusher.

15. The surgical assembly of claim 11, in combination
with the first drive member, the first drive member
having a distal end with a diameter smaller than a
diameter of the throughbore of the reducing mech-
anism.
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