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Description

[0001] The invention concerns the radial flux generator
of a direct driven wind turbine, which turbine can convert
wind energy into electric energy which can be fed into
the grid. The installation comprises inter alia a rotor blade
which is fixed to a shaft, a rotor of a generator fixed to
said shaft, a nacelle which holds the static part of the
generator and a support structure.

Background Information

[0002] The direct drive wind turbine concept is com-
monly known. Several embodiments of this concept can
be found in the design study NREL/SR-500-35524. All
those direct drive embodiments use a generator with a
stator in a stator house which is fixed to the nacelle. In
this patent text the term "housing" can refer to the stator
house or to the rotor house or to both. The stator com-
prises inter alia windings and laminations. The rotor of
the generator may comprise windings or permanent mag-
nets, both options can be combined with a lamination
package. The lamination package of the rotor is fixed to
a rotor house which is fixed to the rotor blades via several
connection means. For several known types of genera-
tors we refer to ’Permanent Magnet Synchronous Motor
for Industrial Inverter Applications’, PhD thesis, Tanja
Heikkilä, Lappeenranta Univ. of Techn.

Disadvantages

[0003] The above generator concepts utilize a housing
for the laminations, which housing serves inter alia to
take up the torque. The property of a direct driven wind
turbine is that the generator torque is much higher than
that of a wind turbine with a gear box. The torque is ex-
erted to the laminations and needs to be transferred in
axial direction to the mounting points of the generator.
The laminations are thin plates put on top of each other
and which can shift over each other so that they cannot
transfer much torque in axial direction. Therefore the lam-
inations are fixed in the housing and transfer the forces
to the cylindrical housing which can transfer the torque
well. This means however that the laminations have to
be mounted well to the housing and that the housing
needs to be sufficiently strong to take up the high torque.
Due to these constraints the housing is a heavy and ex-
pensive member.
[0004] The heat transfer from laminations to the out-
side through the housing is better when the housing is in
good thermal contact with the laminations, which adds
further constraints to the manufacturing of both the hous-
ing and the laminations. Even in the case of a good con-
tact of the housing, it still is a thermal barrier for the heat
exchange to the ambient air. The worse the heat ex-
change, the lesser the currents through the windings
have to be to avoid overheating.
[0005] The housing furthermore has the important pro-

tective function against corrosion of the laminations. The
laminations are very corrosive in particular in the ambient
air and certainly near the sea a good protection is re-
quired. Conclusively, the generator housing is for the ac-
tual wind turbines a must, however at the same time it is
a large heavy and expensive part.
[0006] EP 1641102 A1 discloses an electrical machine
having a lamination stack. This lamination stack is held
together by bolts extending through the stack. The heads
of the bolts are insulated from the stack by an insulating
ring.
[0007] WO 02/095222 discloses a wind turbine gener-
ator having a stator comprising laminations and a hous-
ing which are integrated into each other around which a
shell is provided.

Aim of the Invention

[0008] The aim of the invention is to overcome the men-
tioned disadvantages. In one embodiment of the inven-
tion this aim is realized by improving the coherence of
the laminations so that the structural function of the hous-
ing is taken over by the lamination package. In a special
embodiment of the invention the laminations and other
elements transfer the torque to the mounting points of
the generator or to the front or end plate.
[0009] On the laminations of the stator of a conven-
tional radial flux generator a tangential force is exerted,
which is transferred to the housing. The tangential forces
of all stator laminations add up to the torque on the hous-
ing which is transferred by the housing in axial direction
to the mounting points. However for a generator accord-
ing to one embodiment of the invention the housing is
not present. In that case the laminations are essential for
the transfer of the torque in axial direction. Essential
means that when the laminations are taken out, the re-
maining structure will deform plastically when the gener-
ator torque would be maximal.
[0010] According to the invention about 100% of said
torque is transferred axially through the laminations to
the mounting points of the generator. In a special em-
bodiment of the invention the laminations are welded to-
gether. Also axial or helical rods may be welded on the
laminations. It should be understood that "axial transfer
of torque through the laminations" should be interpreted
also as transfer through elements which are welded to
the laminations or transfer by the welds, so that such
embodiments are part of the invention.
[0011] According to the expert in the art the housing
around the laminations is essential for structural reasons
and to avoid corrosion of the laminate. Therefore the ex-
pert directly rejects the omission of the housing as option
for improvement. Experiments have revealed however,
that the corrosion of the laminate can be avoided with
certain coatings and that the structural functions of the
housing can be taken over by the laminations.
[0012] According to the invention the laminations are
directly exposed to the ambient air, wherein the word
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directly means that no separate metal cover is protecting
the laminations. When the laminations are protected by
a coating this is interpreted as directly exposed.
[0013] The stator of the radial flux generator can be
both outside and inside of the associated rotor. In those
two cases both stator and the rotor may comprise lami-
nations which are not supported by a housing. All those
configurations are preferred embodiments according to
the invention when at least the stator or the rotor com-
prises laminations which are not supported by a housing
and wherein the laminations are essential for the transfer
of the torque in axial direction.
[0014] Further advantage is obtained by application of
permanent magnets. In a preferred embodiment of the
invention the permanent magnets are fixed inside or upon
the laminations, wherein the laminations contribute es-
sentially to the transfer of the torque in axial direction.
More in particular in this embodiment permanent mag-
nets are applied in the rotor.
[0015] A preferred embodiment of the invention is that
wherein the heat dissipated by the generator is removed
passively, so that an active cooling system is not re-
quired. In particular for offshore wind turbines this is rel-
evant, wherein the omission of an active cooling system
is beneficial since it increases availability.
[0016] A preferred embodiment of the invention is that
wherein the outer contour or the inner contour of a cross-
section of the laminate normal to the axial direction is
enlarged by a factor which is more than 1.5 and in par-
ticular more than 3 and preferably more than 5 compared
to the smallest circular contour in said cross section fully
enclosing said laminations. This embodiment has the ad-
vantage of a better cooling of the laminations due to the
enlarged surface, so that the torque of the generator can
be increased without overheating.
[0017] Further advantage is obtained when, according
to the invention, the laminations are pressed together in
axial direction with a force which is larger by a factor of
1 and in particular by a factor of 2 and preferably by a
factor of 6 than the ratio of the maximum operational
torque Tmax and the radius of the air gap rair gap.
[0018] According to the invention the outside of the
lamination package is covered by an anti corrosive layer.
Such a layer can be any known layer to avoid corrosion
such as e.g. sprayed paint, power coating, galvanization,
wounding a tape of metal strip around the laminations,
the melting of a layer of vacuum suction of a bag enclos-
ing the laminations and then fixing. The layer can also
be a tar layer, or of tectyl or epoxy or can be applied
during the manufacturing of the generator in a vacuum
tank. The anti corrosive layer is preferably not thicker
than 5 mm, in particular not thicker than 3 mm and more
in particular not thicker than 1 mm and preferably less
than 0.3 mm.
[0019] Further advantage is obtained when the inven-
tion is applied to a horizontal axis wind turbine with a
rotor diameter larger than 30m and in particular larger
than 80m and more in particular larger than 120m. Re-

search has revealed that the cooling requirements of di-
rect drive turbines increase with increasing turbine diam-
eter. The power of the turbine increases by square of the
diameter while the rotation speed decreases inversely
proportional to the diameter. Conclusively the rotor
torque increases by about the cube of the rotor diameter.
As a first order approximation the heat dissipated by a
generator is proportional to the square of the torque and
the heat dissipation increases faster than the power. In
conclusion application of the invention becomes increas-
ingly important with increasing diameter. Several state
of the art turbines of over 50m diameter require active
cooling. For the same reasoning further advantage is also
obtained when the invention is applied to turbines with a
nominal power of more than 250 kW and in particular
more than 2 MW and more in particular more than 5 MW.
[0020] Connection to the grid is preferably via a power
electronic converter.
[0021] According to an example of the invention the
cooling of the generator is improved by fixing separate
cooling fins to the laminations. Such fins van be fixed by
any known fixation method such as welding, click-joints,
a swallow tail, adhesion etc. In a preferred embodiment
the cooling fins are manufactured by extrusion of a alloy
containing aluminum.
[0022] Further advantage can be obtained when ten-
sile elements are placed through inserts in the lamina-
tions and in particular when said tensile elements con-
nect the end plate and front plate of the generator through
holes in the laminations and more in particular when
those tensile elements comprise tensile bolts which yield
a fitting structure with the laminations. The advantage of
such a fitting structure is that during the production of the
generator the laminations can be stapled on the fitting
tensile bolts so that the correct generator geometry is
built up. During the manufacturing of the generator the
bolts can be positioned by fixing them to the front or end
plate.
[0023] Further advantage can be obtained when cool-
ing ducts are passed through inserts in the laminations,
so that heat can be removed.

Figures

[0024] The figures below show preferred embodiments
according to the invention.

Fig. 1 Wind turbine according to the invention.
Fig. 2 Wind turbine according to the invention.
Fig. 3 Cross section I-I in figure 1.
Fig. 4 Cross section stator laminate.

[0025] Figures 1 and 2 show a wind turbine 1 with rotor
blades 2, a tower 3 and a nacelle 4. The stator of the
generator comprises a front plate 7, an end plate 16 and
windings 14 around laminations 17. The laminations 17
are bolted together by bolts 20. According to the invention
a cylindrical steel housing around the laminations is not
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present. Also a housing for the rotor is not present. The
rotor of the generator has a front plate 9 and an end plate
10 and in between laminations 19 which are connected
by bolts 5. The laminations 18 are higher than laminations
19 to improve the structure and/or to serve as a support
arm towards bearing 6. For certain embodiments of the
invention laminations 18 can be replaced by a plate, e.g.
of massive steel.
[0026] In figure 1 the connection between laminations
19 and the bearing 6 is realized by element 22 and hollow
shaft 21. In figure 2 the end plate 16 of the stator is
strengthened by element 11. The rotor is strengthened
by element 12 which connects the end plate 9 to bearing
6. Figure 2 shows as well a strengthening element 13
between bearing 6 and laminations 19.
[0027] Figure 3 shows the cross section I-I of figure 1.
The rotor comprises permanent magnets 30 and lamina-
tions 19. The laminations of rotor or stator have respec-
tively holes 31 and 37 or holes 32 with an open connection
to hold the bolts 5 or 20. The laminations 17 are supplied
with cooling fins 39 and can be punched as a whole from
a plate. The laminations 19 are supplied with separate
cooling elements 33 with cooling fins 34. The separate
cooling elements 33 may consist of extruded aluminium
and can be attached with a swallow tail 35. Of course
another embodiment of the invention is that wherein the
separate cooling elements are applied to the stator lam-
inate 17 and/or wherein the rotor laminations and the
cooling fins are one piece. Figure 3 shows 3 laminations
17 of which one is completely visible and two are cut off
in the drawing by lines 36. The pieces fit together at dil-
atations 41. The dilatations between two segments may
coincide with a bolt location. For every next layer of lam-
inations the locations 41 may be shifted one or more bolt
position further so that the locations 41 do not coincide
for different layers. When all laminations are placed they
can be welded at locations 38 to further strengthen the
structure. The windings in slots 46 are not shown in the
figure. The bolts 20 fit in holes 37 in nocks 40 and pull
together front and end plate with in between the lamina-
tions 17 so that the front and end plate together with the
laminate forms one strong construction.
[0028] Figure 4 shows the stator laminations of a cross
section of the generator. Contour 47 is the smallest circle
fully enclosing the laminations 17. This contour is the
reference for both the inner and the outer contour to de-
termine whether the laminations are an embodiment ac-
cording to the invention. When determining the length of
the outer or inner contour the dilatations 41 should be
excluded.
[0029] The number of laminations drawn in figure 1
and 2 is less than in practice to make the illustrations
more clear. In practice the thickness of the laminations
is in the order of 1 to several mm. The generators in
figures 1 and 2 are drawn relatively big compared to e.g.
the rotor blades.
[0030] The expert will also understand that a turbine
in this text refers to both vertical axis and horizontal axis

turbines which are only type denotations which do not
prescribe the precise orientation of the axis. Furthermore
the claims refer to all known types of wind turbine gen-
erators such as without limitation generators with copper
windings in the stator, double sided generators with both
a rotor outside and inside of the stator, or both a stator
inside and outside of the rotor, generators utilizing super
conduction or high temperature super conduction. For a
superconducting generator it is an advantage that the
generator mass and thus the heat capacity is less, when
the laminations take over the structural function of the
housing and the housing is omitted.
[0031] For the expert in the art it is trivial that the lam-
inate can be produced by helically coiling the laminate
on top of each other. Thereby the bolts can serve as a
fit. This patent application comprises physical explana-
tions for the different phenomena. It should be under-
stood that the validity of those explanations is not related
to the validity of the enclosed claims.
[0032] While the description and drawings herein de-
scribed constitute preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion, it is to be understood that the invention is limited
only by the appended claims.

Claims

1. Direct driven wind turbine (1) comprising a blade (2),
a tower (3), a main shaft (21) and a radial flux gen-
erator which is connected to the grid and comprises
laminations (17, 18, 19), and a tensile joint compris-
ing a front plate and an end plate with inbetween
laminations, characterised in that said laminations
are directly exposed to the ambient air and in that
the tensile joint presses together the laminations in
axial direction by a force which is larger than 1 time
and in particular larger than 2 times and more in par-
ticular larger than 6 times the ratio between the max-
imum operational torque Tmax and the radius of the
air gap rairgap, so that said laminations (17, 18, 19)
are essential for the transfer of the torque in axial
direction, wherein said laminations (17, 18, 19) trans-
fer the torque in axial direction for about 100%,
wherein the outside of the laminations is covered by
an anti corrosive layer.

2. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims wherein the stator is located outside of the
rotor.

3. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims wherein the rotor comprises permanent mag-
nets.

4. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims wherein said turbine comprises an offshore
turbine and in particular that the cooling of the gen-
erator is essentially passive.
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5. Wind turbine according to claim 2 wherein the lam-
inations are supplied with cooling fins which increase
the cooling surface by at least a factor 1.5, in partic-
ular by at least a factor 3 and more in particular by
at least a factor 5.

6. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims wherein the distance between the laminations
and the ambient air is less than 5 mm, in particular
less than 3 mm and more in particular is less than 1
mm.

7. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims of the horizontal axis type wherein the rotor
diameter is larger than 30 meter and in particular is
larger than 80 meter and more in particular is larger
than 120 meter.

8. Wind turbine according to claim 5 wherein separate
cooling fins are connected to the laminations and in
particular wherein those fins are manufactured by
extrusion of an alloy containing aluminum.

9. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims wherein the generator comprises tensile rods
through the laminations and in particular that said
tensile rods connect a front plate and an end plate
with in between laminations and more in particular
that said tensile rods fit with the holes in the lamina-
tions.

10. Wind turbine according to any of the preceding
claims wherein the laminations comprise internal
cooling ducts.

Patentansprüche

1. Direkt angetriebene Windturbine (1) mit einem Blatt
(2), einem Turm (3), einer Hauptwelle (21) und einem
Radialflussgenerator, der mit dem Stromversor-
gungsnetz verbunden ist und geschichtete Bleche
(17, 18, 19) sowie eine Zugverbindung umfasst, der
eine Frontplatte und eine Endplatte mit geschichte-
ten Blechen dazwischen umfasst, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die geschichteten Bleche unmittel-
bar der Umgebungsluft ausgesetzt sind und da-
durch, dass die Zugverbindung die geschichteten
Bleche in axialer Richtung mit einer Kraft zusam-
mendrückt, die größer ist als einmal und insbeson-
dere größer als zweimal und bevorzugter größer als
sechsmal das Verhältnis zwischen dem maximalen
Betriebsdrehmoment Tmax und dem Radius des
Luftspalts rLuftspalt, sodass die geschichteten Bleche
(17, 18, 19) für die Übertragung des Drehmoments
in axialer Richtung von entscheidender Bedeutung
sind, wobei die geschichteten Bleche (17, 18, 19)
das Drehmoment in axialer Richtung zu ungefähr

100% übertragen, wobei die Außenseite der ge-
schichteten Bleche mit einer Korrosionsschutz-
schicht bedeckt ist.

2. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei sich der Stator außerhalb des Rotors
befindet.

3. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Rotor Permanentmagnete um-
fasst.

4. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Turbine eine Offshore-Turbine
umfasst und insbesondere die Kühlung des Gene-
rators im Wesentlichen passiv ist.

5. Windturbine nach Anspruch 2, wobei die geschich-
teten Bleche mit Kühlrippen versehen sind, die die
Kühlfläche um mindestens einen Faktor 1,5, insbe-
sondere um mindestens einen Faktor 3 und bevor-
zugter um mindestens einen Faktor 5 vergrößern.

6. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Abstand zwischen den geschich-
teten Blechen und der Umgebungsluft weniger als 5
mm, insbesondere weniger als 3 mm und bevorzug-
ter weniger als 1 mm beträgt.

7. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche mit horizontaler Achse, wobei der Rotor-
durchmesser größer als 30 Meter und insbesondere
größer als 80 Meter und bevorzugter größer als 120
Meter ist.

8. Windturbine nach Anspruch 5, wobei separate Kühl-
rippen mit den geschichteten Blechen verbunden
sind und insbesondere wobei diese Rippen durch
Strangpressen einer aluminiumhaltigen Legierung
gefertigt sind.

9. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Generator Zugstäbe durch die
geschichteten Bleche hindurch umfasst und insbe-
sondere die Zugstäbe eine Frontplatte und eine End-
platte mit geschichteten Blechen dazwischen ver-
binden und bevorzugter die Zugstäbe zu den Lö-
chern in den geschichteten Blechen passen.

10. Windturbine nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die geschichteten Bleche innere
Kühlkanäle umfassen.

Revendications

1. Turbine éolienne à entraînement direct (1) compre-
nant une pale (2), une tour (3), un arbre principal
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(21) et un générateur à flux radial qui est relié à la
grille et qui comprend des tôles (17, 18, 19), et un
joint de tension comprenant une plaque avant et une
plaque d’extrémité entre lesquelles les tôles sont dis-
posées, caractérisée en ce que lesdites tôles sont
exposées directement à l’air ambiant et en ce que
le joint de traction presse ensemble les tôles dans
la direction axiale par une force 1 fois plus grande,
et en particulier 2 fois plus grande, et plus particu-
lièrement 6 fois plus grande, que le rapport entre le
couple opérationnel maximal Tmax et le rayon de l’es-
pace d’air rairgap, de sorte que lesdites tôles (17, 18,
19) sont essentielles au transfert du couple dans la
direction axiale, lesdites tôles (17, 18, 19) transférant
le couple dans la direction axiale à environ 100%,
l’extérieur des tôles étant recouvert d’une couche
anticorrosive.

2. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans laquelle le stator est si-
tué à l’extérieur du rotor.

3. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans laquelle le rotor com-
prend des aimants permanents.

4. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, ladite turbine comprenant
une turbine en mer et en particulier le refroidisse-
ment du générateur étant essentiellement passif.

5. Turbine éolienne selon la revendication 2, dans la-
quelle les tôles sont pourvues d’ailettes de refroidis-
sement qui augmentent la surface de refroidisse-
ment d’au moins un facteur 1,5, en particulier d’au
moins un facteur 3 et plus particulièrement d’au
moins un facteur 5.

6. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans laquelle la distance en-
tre les tôles et l’air ambiant est inférieure à 5 mm, en
particulier inférieure à 3 mm et plus particulièrement
inférieure à 1 mm.

7. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, du type à axe horizontal,
dans laquelle le diamètre du rotor est supérieur à 30
mètres et en particulier supérieur à 80 mètres et plus
particulièrement supérieur à 120 mètres.

8. Turbine éolienne selon la revendication 5, dans la-
quelle des ailettes de refroidissement séparées sont
reliées aux tôles et en particulier dans laquelle ces
ailettes sont fabriquées par extrusion d’un alliage
contenant de l’aluminium.

9. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans laquelle le générateur

comprend des tiges de tension à travers les tôles et
en particulier lesdites tiges de tension relient une
plaque avant et une plaque d’extrémité entre les-
quelles des tôles sont disposées et plus particuliè-
rement lesdites tiges de tension s’ajustent aux trous
ménagés dans les tôles.

10. Turbine éolienne selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans laquelle les tôles com-
prennent des conduits de refroidissement internes.

9 10 



EP 2 232 066 B1

7



EP 2 232 066 B1

8



EP 2 232 066 B1

9



EP 2 232 066 B1

10

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• EP 1641102 A1 [0006] • WO 02095222 A [0007]

Non-patent literature cited in the description

• Permanent Magnet Synchronous Motor for Industrial
Inverter Applications. TANJA HEIKKILÄ. PhD the-
sis. Lappeenranta Univ. of Techn,  [0002]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	cited references

