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(54) THREADED HOLE RETAINER

(57) The invention relates to a hole retainer for inser-
tion into a threaded hole, said hole retainer comprising:
a saddle (12) configured to accept and retain an object;
a stabilizing post (16); and

a plurality of staggered locking teeth (20A,20B),
wherein said staggered locking teeth extend from the bot-
tom of said stabilizing post upward in a manner such that
they engage with threads inside said threaded hole.
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Description

Background:

Field of the Invention:

[0001] The present arrangement is directed to a hole
retainer. More particularly, the present arrangement is
for an improved hole retainer with locking teeth for en-
gaging threads.

Description of Related Art:

[0002] A hole retainer is a device that interfaces with
a hole, such as a threaded hole, that retains a secondary
object (part or piece) to it. In the automotive industry,
there are often items such as wire harnesses that need
to be attached to holes located at various locations on
the vehicle. For example, when assembling a car, often
wire harnesses are routed on a completed engine or
chassis assembly, and/or throughout the entire interior
of a vehicle.
[0003] The most common use for such hole retainers
is in the automotive industry for cars and commercial
vehicles. However, hole retainers may be used in other
industrial applications as well.
[0004] In the prior art, as shown in Figure 1, hole re-
tainers are typically fir tree designs. However, such fir
tree designs are intended to be used in panel mount ap-
plications which are not typically threaded. When these
fir tree designs are used in a threaded hole applications
the engage force (i.e. to insert) is significantly higher than
if mounted in a panel hole. This is a result of the cumu-
lative deformation of the fir features, the deeper the en-
gagement, the greater the engagement force. This re-
sults in the hole retainers being not fully seated as well
as ergonomic complaints from operators.

Objects and Summary:

[0005] The present application is directed to a hole re-
tainer with features that allow it to be inserted into a
threaded hole with lower and constant engage force that
provides the same or higher level of retention than prior
art fir tree designs. As noted in more detail below stag-
gered locking teeth can match thread size and pitch and
provide constant engagement with threads within a hole
regardless of retainer installation orientation. Additional-
ly, flexible lock arms are configured to engage on one
side only. The lock arm design functions in a manner that
flexes easily during installation to reduce insertion effort.
Then once engaged, breakage is required for extraction
without unscrewing (twisting) from hole, resulting in a
high retention to insertion ratio.
[0006] To this end, the present arrangement provides
a hole retainer for insertion into a threaded hole. The hole
retainer has a saddle configured to accept and retain an
object, a stabilizing post, and a plurality of staggered lock-

ing teeth. The staggered locking teeth extend from the
bottom of the stabilizing post upward in a manner such
that they engage with threads inside the threaded hole.

Brief Description of the Drawings:

[0007] The present invention can be best understood
through the following description and accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 shows a prior art fir tree hold retainer;
Figure 2A and 2B show a hole retainer, in accord-
ance with one embodiment; and
Figure 3 shows a hole retainer with a threaded hole,
in accordance with one embodiment.

Detailed Description:

[0008] The present arrangement as shown in Figures
2A and 2B, a threaded hole retainer 10 is shown having
a wire bundle saddle 12, a pre load flange 14, a stabilizing
post 16, four (4) anti-rattle rail posts 18 and two staggered
locking teeth 20a (upper) and 20b (lower).
[0009] Retainer 10 is typically constructed from injec-
tion molding using Polyamide 66 or Polyamide 46, how-
ever, the features of the present arrangement may be
used with other polymers depending on the application.
Wire bundle saddle 12 is the structure on retainer 10 that
is configured to receive the wire harness. Wire saddle 12
aids in the installation of the wire harness covering or
other objects attached to retainer 10, providing a more
uniform fit for the wire harness as compared to prior art
retainer such as the fir tree clips.
[0010] Preload flange 14 is designed to help maintain
proper tooth engagement to the threads in the threaded
hole once stabilizing post 16 and staggered locking teeth
20A and 20B of retainer 10 are installed. Anti-rattle posts
18 located near the top of stabilizing post 16 keep thread-
ed hole retainer 10 from moving laterally within the
threaded hole and in instances where "noise" or vibration
is a concern. Such anti rattle posts 18 serve to keep re-
tainer 10 and an attached (wire harness) in a stable at-
tached position.
[0011] As shown in Figures 2A and 2B, staggered lock-
ing teeth 20a and 20b extend from a bottom portion of
stabilizing post 16 and extend upward. Teeth 20a and
20b are advantageously angled to match the threads of
the hole into which retainer 10 is to be inserted in order
to maximize engagement area. Although the present il-
lustration shows two locking teeth 20a and 20b, it is un-
derstood that more or less teeth may be used, and angled
differently if needed, depending on the application and
in particular the dimensions of the threaded hole that re-
tainer 10 is intended for.
[0012] When in use as shown in Figure 3, hole retainer
10 is inserted into a threaded hole 50 screwing in Stabi-
lizer 16 and teeth 20a and 20b, either clockwise or coun-
terclockwise depending on type of threads in the hole
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and can be removed screwing out. In a preferred method,
retainer 10 is installed by simply pushing threaded hole
retainer directly into threaded hole such that teeth 20
simply deflect during insertion.
[0013] During the installation process retainer 10 is in-
serted to a depth such that preload flange 14 flexes so
that once teeth 20a and 20b are engaged with the threads
in the hole, preload flange 14 provides directed pressure
to the threaded hole to help hold retainer 10 in position.
As noted above, with retainer 10 inserted, anti-rattle
posts 18 work to keep threaded hole retainer 10 stable.
[0014] While only certain features of the invention have
been illustrated, and described herein, many modifica-
tions, substitutions, changes or equivalents will now oc-
cur to those skilled in the art. It is therefore, to be under-
stood that this application is intended to cover all such
modifications and changes that fall within the true spirit
of the invention.

Claims

1. A hole retainer for insertion into a threaded hole, said
hole retainer comprising:

a saddle configured to accept and retain an ob-
ject;
a stabilizing post; and
a plurality of staggered locking teeth,
wherein said staggered locking teeth extend
from the bottom of said stabilizing post upward
in a manner such that they engage with threads
inside said threaded hole.

2. The hole retainer as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
saddle is a wire bundle saddle for accepting and re-
taining a wire bundle.

3. The hole retainer as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
hole retainer further comprises a pre-load flange at
the top of said stabilizing post, said pre-load flange
configured, upon insertion of said hole retainer into
said threaded hole, to flex and press down against
the top of said threaded hole to stabilize said hole
retainer in said threaded hole.

4. The hole retainer as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
hole retainer further comprises anti-rattle rail posts
on said stabilizing post, said anti-rattle posts config-
ured to assist in retaining said stabilizing post within
said threaded hole and to suppress vibrations.

5. The hole retainer as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
hole retainer is constructed from either one of injec-
tion molded Polyamide 66 or Polyamide 46.

6. The hole retainer as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
staggered locking teeth are configured to deflect

when pushed into the threaded hole and then, once
stabilizing post is fully inserted, extend back into the
threads of said threaded hole.

7. The hole retainer as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
staggered locking teeth are configured to engage
the threads of said threaded hole for insertion by
turning until said stabilizing post is fully inserted into
said threaded hole.
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