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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a variable dis-
placement compressor that controls the pressure in
crank chamber by supplying refrigerant in the discharge-
pressure region of the compressor to the crank chamber
and discharging refrigerant from the crank chamber to
the suction-pressure region of the compressor, thereby
controlling the displacement of the compressor.
[0002] In a variable displacement compressor having
a crank chamber in which a swash plate is disposed so
that its inclination angle is variable, the inclination angle
of the swash plate decreases as the pressure in the crank
chamber rises. This decrease of the inclination angle de-
creases the stroke length of a piston thereby to decrease
the displacement of the compressor. On the other hand,
the inclination angle of the swash plate increases as the
pressure in the pressure control chamber falls. This in-
crease of the inclination angle increases the stroke length
of the piston thereby to increase the displacement of the
compressor.
[0003] Since compressed refrigerant is supplied to the
crank chamber in the variable displacement compressor,
the operating efficiency of the variable displacement
compressor deteriorates with an increase of the amount
of refrigerant discharged from the crank chamber to the
suction-pressure region. Therefore, the cross-sectional
area of the bleed passage through which the refrigerant
is discharged from the crank chamber to the suction-
pressure region should be made as small as possible
from the point of view of the operating efficiency of the
variable displacement compressor.
[0004] When the variable displacement compressor is
at a stop for a long time, the refrigerant in the crank cham-
ber is liquefied and remains there. If the crass-sectionaf
area of the bleed passage is fixed at a small value, the
liquefied refrigerant in the crank chamber cannot be dis-
charged to the suction-pressure region rapidly when the
variable displacement compressor is started. The lique-
fied refrigerant in the crank chamber is vaporized during
the start-up of the compressor, so that the pressure in
the crank chamber is increased excessively. Therefore,
it takes a long time before the displacement of the vari-
able displacement compressor increases to a desired
level after the compressor is started.
[0005] Japanese Patent Application Publication No,
2002-21721 discloses a displacement control unit for a
variable displacement compressor for solving the prob-
lem mentioned above. The displacement control unit of
the publication includes a first control valve for varying
the cross-sectional area of a supply passage through
which refrigerant is supplied from the discharge-pressure
region to the crank chamber, and a second control valve
for varying the cross-sectional area of a bleed passage
through which refrigerant is discharged from the crank
chamber to the suction-pressure region. The first control

valve is an electromagnetically-operated valve that var-
ies the valve opening by changing its electromagnetic
force. When no electric current flows in the first control
valve, its valve opening is maximized and the inclination
angle of the swash plate is minimized. Thus, the com-
pressor is operated at its minimum displacement. When
an electric current flows in the first control valve, its valve
opening is made smaller than the maximum opening and
the inclination angle of the swash plate is made larger
than the minimum, accordingly. Thus, the compressor is
operated at an intermediate displacement where the dis-
placement is not fixed at the minimum displacement.
[0006] The second control valve has a spool disposed
in a spool chamber, The spool is a valve member for
varying the cross-sectional area of the bleed passage
and dividing the spool chamber into an internal space
and a backpressure chamber. The backpressure cham-
ber communicates with a pressure region located down-
stream of the first control valve, and the internal space
communicates with the crank chamber via the bleed pas-
sage. The spool is urged toward the backpressure cham-
ber by a spring. The spool is formed with a communica-
tion groove for providing a minimum cross-sectional area
of the bleed passage. When the compressor is started,
the first control valve is closed to move the spool of the
second control valve in the direction that increases the
cross-sectional area of the bleed passage. Thus, the liq-
uefied refrigerant in the crank chamber is discharged to
the suction-pressure region rapidly, Therefore, the time
taken before the displacement of the compressor in-
creases after the compressor is started is reduced.
[0007] When the first control valve is energized and
placed in its open position, the second control valve is
placed in its closed position where the spool is seated
on its valve seat. Thus, discharging of the refrigerant from
the crank chamber to the suction-pressure region is per-
formed only via the communication groove. In this case,
the compressor is operated at an intermediate displace-
ment that is greater than the minimum displacement.
[0008] As the cross-sectional area of the communica-
tion groove is made smaller, the pressure in the internal
space of the spool when the second control valve is in
its closed position is made closer to the pressure in the
crank chamber. When the opening of the first control
valve is restricted, the pressure in the backpressure
chamber is only slightly larger than the pressure in the
internal space of the spool.
[0009] In order to move the second control valve to the
closed position under the condition that the pressure in
the backpressure chamber is slightly larger than the pres-
sure in the internal space, the urging force of the spring
needs to be reduced.
[0010] When the second control valve is moved from
the closed position to the open position, the spool seated
on the valve seat is moved away from the valve seat.
The second control valve is formed so that the spool di-
vides the spool chamber into the internal space and the
backpressure chamber with a small clearance between
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the outer circumferential surface of the spool and the
inner circumferential surface of the spool chamber.
Therefore, if the ingress of any foreign matter into the
clearance between the outer circumferential surface of
the spool and the inner circumferential surface of the
spool chamber may impede the operation of the spool.
If the urging force of the spring is too small or no spring
is present, the spool cannot move smoothly. That is, if
the responsiveness of the second control valve is pre-
vented by the foreign matter, the liquefied refrigerant in
the crank chamber cannot be discharged to the suction-
pressure region smoothly when the compressor is start-
ed.
[0011] US 2004/0258536 A1 discloses a variable dis-
placement compressor according to the preamble of
claim 1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] It is the object of the present invention to provide
a variable displacement compressor in which it is pre-
vented that the responsiveness of its second control
valve deteriorates.
[0013] The above object is solved by a variable dis-
placement compressor having the features of claim 1.
[0014] Further developments are stated in the depend-
ent claims.
[0015] Other aspects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent from the following description, tak-
en in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, illus-
trating by way of example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] The invention together with objects and advan-
tages thereof, may best be understood by reference to
the following description of the presently preferred em-
bodiments together with the accompanying drawings in
which:

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view showing a var-
iable displacement compressor according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary enlarged view of the com-
pressor of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged view of the com-
pressor of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged view of the com-
pressor of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary enlarged longitudinal section-
al view showing a variable displacement compressor
according to a modification of the first embodiment
of the present invention;

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary enlarged longitudinal section-
al view showing a variable displacement compressor
according to another modification of the first embod-
iment of the present invention;

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary enlarged longitudinal section-
al view showing a variable displacement compressor
according to yet another modification of the first em-
bodiment of the present invention; and

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary enlarged longitudinal section-
al view showing a variable displacement compressor
according to yet another modification of the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0017] The following will describe the variable dis-
placement compressor according to the first embodiment
of the present invention with reference to Figs. 1 through
4, The variable displacement compressor of the present
embodiment is of a clutch less type that receives rotary
drive force from an external drive source E such as ve-
hicle engine without intervention of a clutch. It is noted
that the left-hand side and the right-hand side of the var-
iable displacement compressor 10 as viewed in Fig. 1
correspond to the front and rear of the variable displace-
ment compressor 10, respectively. As shown in Fig. 1,
the compressor 10 has a compressor housing including
a cylinder block 11, a front housing 12 joined at the front
end of the cylinder block 11, and a rear housing 13 joined
at the rear end of the cylinder block 11 via a valve plate
14, a suction valve forming plate 15, a discharge valve
forming plate 16 and a retainer forming plate 17.
[0018] The front housing 12 and the cylinder block 11
cooperate to form a crank chamber 121. A rotary shaft
18 is rotatably supported by radial bearings 19 and 20 in
the front housing 12 and the cylinder block 11, respec-
tively. The front end of the rotary shaft 18 is exposed
outside the front housing 12 and receives rotary drive
force from the external drive source E.
[0019] A lug plate 21 is fixed on the rotary shaft 18
adjacently to the front end of the front housing 3 within
the crank chamber 121. A swash plate 22 is supported
by the rotary shaft 18 behind the lug plate 21 in the crank
chamber 121. The swash plate 22 is slidable in the axial
direction of the rotary shaft 18.
[0020] The swash plate 22 has on the side thereof ad-
jacent to the lug plate 21 a pair of guide pins.23 and the
lug plate 21 has on the side thereof adjacent to the swash
plate 22 a pair of guide holes 211. The paired guide pins
23 of the swash plate 22 are slidably fitted in the paired
guide holes 211 of the lug plate 21. Such arrangement
of the guide pins 23 and the guide holes 211 allows the
swash plate 22 to incline relative to the axial direction of
the rotary shaft 18 while rotating integrally with the rotary
shaft 18. The inclination angle of the swash plate 22 is
an angle that is made between the swash plate 22 and
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an imaginary plane that is perpendicular to the axis of
the rotary shaft 18, The inclination of the swash plate 22
is guided by the slide engagement between the guide
pins 23 and the guide holes 211 and between the swash
plate 22 and the rotary shaft 18.
[0021] The inclination angle of the swash plate 22 in-
creases with movement of the central portion of the
swash plate 22 toward the lug plate 21. The maximum
inclination of the swash plate 22, which is shown by chain
double-dashed line in Fig. 1, is restricted by contact of
the swash plate 22 with the lug plate 21. The minimum
inclination of the swash plate 22, which is shown by solid
line in Fig. 1, is set slightly larger than zero degree.
[0022] The cylinder block 11 has therethrough a plu-
rality of cylinder bores 111 in which pistons 24 are re-
ceived. The rotation of the swash plate 22 is converted
into the reciprocating movement of the pistons 24 in the
cylinder bores 111 via shoes 25.
[0023] The rear housing 13 has therein a suction cham-
ber 131 as a suction-pressure region and also a dis-
charge chamber 132 as a discharge-pressure region.
Suction ports 26 are formed through the valve plate 14,
the discharge valve forming plate 16 and the retainer
forming plate 17. Discharge ports 27 are formed through
the valve plate 14 and the suction valve forming plate 15.
Suction valves 151 are formed in the suction valve form-
ing plate 15, and discharge valves 161 are formed in the
discharge valve forming plate 16. Each cylinder bore 111
has between its corresponding piston 17 and the suction
valve forming plate 15 a compression chamber 112.
[0024] As the piston 24 moves leftward in its cylinder
bore 111 as seen in Fig. 1, refrigerant is drawn from the
suction chamber 131 into the compression chamber 112
through the suction port 26 while pushing open the suc-
tion valve 151. As the piston 24 moves rightward in the
cylinder bore 111 as seen in Fig. 1, the refrigerant then
in the compression chamber 112 is compressed and dis-
charged out of the compression chamber 112 into the
discharge chamber 132 through the discharge port 27
while pushing open the discharge valve 161. The opening
of the discharge valve 161 is restricted by a retainer 171
of the retainer forming plate 17.
[0025] As the pressure in the crank chamber 121 de-
creases, the inclination angle of the swash plate 22 is
increased and hence the displacement of the variable
displacement compressor is increased. As the pressure
in the crank chamber 121 increases, the inclination angle
of the swash plate 22 is decreased and hence the dis-
placement of the variable displacement compressor is
decreased. The suction chamber 131 and the discharge
chamber 132 are connected by an external refrigerant
circuit 28 in which a condenser 29 for removing heat from
the refrigerant, an expansion valve 30 and an evaporator
31 for allowing the refrigerant to absorb the ambient heat
are connected. The expansion valve 30 is operable to
automatically regulate the flow rate of refrigerant accord-
ing to the variation in the temperature of the refrigerant
gas at the outlet of the evaporator 31. A circulation reg-

ulator 32 is located in a refrigerant passage between the
discharge chamber 132 and the external refrigerant cir-
cuit 28. When the circulation regulator 32 opens the pas-
sage between the discharge chamber 132 and the ex-
ternal refrigerant circuit 28, the refrigerant in the dis-
charge chamber 132 returns to the suction chamber 131
via the external refrigerant circuit 28.
[0026] An electromagnetically-operated first control
valve 33 is mounted in the rear housing 13. Referring to
Fig. 3, the first control valve 33 has a solenoid 39 that
includes a stationary core 40, a coil 41, a moving core
42 and a spring 43. Supplying an electric current to the
coil 41, the stationary core 40 is magnetized to attract
the moving core 42 toward the stationary core 40. A valve
rod 37 is fixed to the moving core 42. The spring 43 is
disposed between the stationary core 40 and the moving
core 42. The electromagnetic force of the solenoid 39
urges the valve rod 37 in the direction that closes a valve
hole 38 of the first control valve 33 against the urging
force of the spring 43. Operation of the solenoid 39 is
controlled by a controller C (shown in Fig. 1) with electric
current. In this present embodiment, the operation of the
solenoid 39 is controlled by the controller C with duty
ratio.
[0027] The first control valve 33 has a pressure sensor
36 that includes a bellows 361, a pressure-sensitive
chamber 362 and a pressure-sensitive spring 363. The
pressure in the suction chamber 131 (or suction pres-
sure) is applied to the bellows 361 via a passage 44 and
the pressure-sensitive chamber 362. The bellows 361 is
connected to the valve rod 37. The pressure in the bel-
lows 361 and the urging force of the pressure-sensitive
spring 363 of the pressure sensor 36 urge the valve rod
37 in the direction that opens the valve hole 38. A valve
chamber 50 is formed between the stationary core 40
and the valve hole 36 and communicates with the dis-
charge chamber 132 via a passage 51.
[0028] Referring to Fig. 2, the cylinder block 11 has in
the end face thereof adjacent to the suction valve forming
plate 15 a valve chamber 53. The valve chamber 53 is
divided into a first chamber 531 and a second chamber
532 that is larger in diameter than the first chamber 531.
A ring 54 that serves as the valve seat member of the
present invention is disposed in the second chamber 532.
The outside diameter of the ring 54 is slightly smaller
than the diameter of the second chamber 532 and the
front surface of the ring 54 is contactable with a stepped
surface 533 formed between the first chamber 531 and
the second chamber 532.
[0029] A valve member 55 is disposed in the valve
chamber 53 so as to extend through the inside of the ring
54. The valve member 55 has a first valve portion 56 that
extends axially in the first chamber 531 and the second
chamber 532 through the inside of the ring 54, and a
second valve portion 57 that is fixedly mounted to the
first valve portion 56 in the second chamber 532.
[0030] The first valve portion 56 has a small-diameter
portion 561 inserted in the second valve portion 57, and

5 6 



EP 2 366 901 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a large-diameter portion 562 disposed in the first cham-
ber 531. The inside diameter of the ring 54 is larger than
the outside diameter of the small-diameter portion 561
but smaller than the outside diameter of the large-diam-
eter portion 562.
[0031] The outer circumferential surface of the second
valve portion 57 has a first circumferential surface 571
and a second circumferential surface 572 whose radius
of curvature is smaller than that of the first circumferential
surface 571. The diameter of a circle defining the first
circumferential surface 571 of the second valve portion
57 is smaller than the diameter of the second chamber
532 so that an annular clearance 58 is formed between
the outer circumferential surface of the second valve por-
tion 57 and the inner circumferential surface 534 of the
second chamber 532. The second valve portion 57 di-
vides the valve chamber 53 into a bleed chamber 59, a
backpressure chamber 60 and the annular clearance 58
that provides fluid communication between the bleed
chamber 59 and the backpressure chamber 60. The an-
nular clearance 58 serves as the communication pas-
sage of the present invention.
[0032] When the valve member 55 is inclined in the
valve chamber 53 to come into contact with the inner
circumferential surface of the valve chamber 53, the outer
edge of the distal end of the annular projection 563 of
the first valve portion 56 and the edge of the first circum-
ferential surface 571 of the second valve portion 57 on
the side adjacent to the backpressure chamber 60 come
into contact with the inner circumferential surface of the
valve chamber 53. That is, the edge of the second cir-
cumferential surface 572 of the second valve portion 57
on the side adjacent to the bleed chamber 59 never
comes into contact with the inner circumferential surface
of the valve chamber 53.
[0033] The bleed chamber 59 is in communication with
the crank chamber 121 via a valve hole 61 that is opened
to the bottom surface 591 of the bleed chamber 59 (or
the bottom of the valve chamber 53), as shown in Fig. 3.
The bleed chamber 59 is also in communication with the
suction chamber 131 via a passage 62 that is opened to
the circumferential surface of the bleed chamber 59. The
valve hole 61, the bleed chamber 59 and the passage
62 cooperate to form a bleed passage for allowing refrig-
erant in the crank chamber 121 to be discharged into the
suction chamber 131.
[0034] The backpressure chamber 60 is in communi-
cation with the valve hole 38 of the first control valve 33
via a passage 52 formed through the valve plate 14, the
suction valve forming plate 15, the discharge valve form-
ing plate 16, the retainer forming plate 17 and the rear
housing 13.
[0035] The ring 54 has on the side thereof adjacent to
the second valve portion 57 an annular projection 541,
as shown in Fig. 2. The annular projection 541 is formed
with a first cutout groove 542. The end surface 573 of
the second valve portion 57 adjacent to the bleed cham-
ber 59 is contactable with the distal end surface of the

annular projection 541. When the end surface 573 of the
second valve portion 57 is in contact with the distal end
surface of the annular projection 541, the first cutout
groove 542 serves as the restricted passage of the
present invention.
[0036] The annular projection 563 of the first valve por-
tion 56 is formed at the distal end thereof with a second
cutout groove 564. The distal end surface of the annular
projection 563 is contactable with the bottom surface 591
of the bleed chamber 59. When the distal end surface of
the annular projection 563 is in contact with the bottom
surface 591 of the bleed chamber 59, the second cutout
groove 564 serves also as the restricted passage of the
present invention.
[0037] The effective area S1 of the first valve portion
56 that is subjected to the pressure in the valve hole 61
when the valve hole 61 is closed by the valve member
55 is the cross-sectional area that spans radially inward
of the annular projection 563 in an imaginary plane per-
pendicular to the axis L of the ring 54. The effective area
S2 of the second valve portion 57 that is subjected to the
pressure in the bleed chamber 59 when the valve hole
61 is closed by the valve member 55 is the cross-sec-
tional area that spans radially inward of the ring 54 in an
imaginary plane perpendicular to the axis L of the ring
54. The effective area S2 of the second valve portion 57
is set 1 to 1.2 times the effective area S1 of the first valve
portion 56. That is, S2/S1 which will be represented by
a is set in the range of 1 to 1.2.
[0038] The effective area of the second valve portion
57 that is subjected to the pressure in the passage 52
(hence the pressure in the backpressure chamber 60) is
substantially the same as the effective area S2 of the
second valve portion 57 that is subjected to the pressure
in the bleed chamber 59. The effective area S2 is smaller
than the cross-sectional area S4 of the first chamber 531
of the valve chamber 53 (that spans in an imaginary plane
perpendicular to the axis L of the ring 54).
[0039] The second valve portion 57 has on the side
thereof adjacent to the suction valve forming plate 15 an
annular projection 574. The annular projection 574 of the
second valve portion 57 is formed with a third cutout
groove 575. The distal end surface of the annular pro-
jection 574 is contactable with the suction valve forming
plate 15. When the distal end surface of the annular pro-
jection 574 is in contact with the suction valve forming
plate 15, the annular clearance 58 and the passage 52
are in communication with each other via the third cutout
groove 575.
[0040] The valve chamber 53, the valve hole 61, the
valve member 55 and the ring 54 cooperate to form the
second control valve 34 for adjusting the cross-sectional
area of the bleed passage. The cylinder block 11 receives
therein the second control valve 34, serving as the casing
of the present invention. To fix the first valve portion 56
and the second valve portion 57 together, the small-di-
ameter portion 561 of the first valve portion 56 is inserted
through the ring 54 and then the first valve portion 56 is
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fitted into the second valve portion 57. By so doing, the
ring 54 is fixed securely to the valve member 55. The
valve member 55 and the ring 54 thus fixed together are
inserted into the valve chamber 53.
[0041] The cylinder block 11 has on the side thereof
adjacent to the suction valve forming plate 15 an insertion
hole 63 in which a check valve 35 is received. The check
valve 35 has a valve housing 45 received In the insertion
hole 63, a valve chamber 46 formed in the valve housing
45, a ball valve 47 received in the valve chamber 46 and
a shut-off spring 48 located between the ball valve 47and
the bottom surface of the insertion hole 63. The valve
housing 45 has therein a valve hole 451 and the shut-off
spring 48 urges the ball valve 47 in the direction that
closes the valve hole 451. The valve hole 451 is in com-
munication with the backpressure chamber 60 of the sec-
ond control valve 34 via a passage 49 formed in the valve
housing 45 and the cylinder block 11.
[0042] The valve chamber 46 is in communication with
the crank chamber 121 via a passage 64 formed in the
cylinder block 11, as shown in Fig. 3. The passages 51,
52, the backpressure chamber 60, the passage 49, the
valve chamber 46 and the passage 64 cooperate to form
a supply passage for allowing refrigerant in the discharge
chamber 132 to be supplied into the crank chamber 121.
[0043] The controller C, which controls the operation
of the solenoid 39 of the first control valve 33 with electric
current (duty ratio), supplies electric current to the sole-
noid 39 by turning on the air conditioner switch 65 and
stops the supply of the electric current by turning off the
air conditioner switch 65. A room temperature setting de-
vice 66 and a room temperature detector 67 are electri-
cally connected to the controller C. With the air condi-
tioner switch 65 turned on, the controller C controls the
electric current supplied to the solenoid 39 based on the
difference between the target temperature set by the
room temperature setting device 66 and the temperature
detected by the room temperature detector 67.
[0044] The opening of the valve hole 38 of the first con-
trol valve 33, or the opening of the first control valve 33,
depends on the relation among various forces such as
the electromagnetic force generated by the solenoid 39,
the urging force of the spring 43 and the urging force of
the pressure sensor 36. The first control valve 33 varies
the electromagnetic force of the solenoid 39 thereby to
continuously adjust the opening of the first control valve
33. With an increase of the electromagnetic force, the
opening of the first control valve 33 is decreased. On the
other hand, the opening of the first control valve 33 is
decreased with an increase of the pressure in the suction
chamber 131 (or suction pressure). The opening of the
first control valve 33 is increased with a decrease of the
pressure in the suction chamber 131 (or suction pres-
sure). The first control valve 33 controls so that the suc-
tion pressure becomes a target pressure in accordance
with the electromagnetic force.
[0045] Fig. 3 shows a state where the supply of electric
current to the solenoid 39 of the first control valve 33 is

stopped (duty ratio is zero) by turning off the air condi-
tioner switch 65. Then, the opening of the first control
valve 33 is at its maximum. Since the minimum inclination
angle of the swash plate 22 is slightly larger than zero
degree, the discharge of refrigerant from the cylinder
bore 111 to the discharge chamber 132 is performed
when the inclination angle of the swash plate 22 is at the
minimum. When the swash plate 22 is at the minimum
inclination angle, the circulation regulator 32 is closed to
prevent the circulation of refrigerant in the external re-
frigerant circuit 28.
[0046] The refrigerant discharged from the cylinder
bore 111 into the discharge chamber 132 flows into the
backpressure chamber 60 of the second control valve 34
via the valve hole 38 of the first control valve 33. The
valve member 55 of the second control valve 34 is moved
to its closed position where the projection 563 of the first
valve portion 56 is in contact with the bottom surface of
the valve chamber 53 by the pressure in the backpres-
sure chamber 60. The end surface 573 of the second
valve portion 57 adjacent to the bleed chamber 59 comes
into contact with the distal end surface of the projection
541. The ring 54 is pressed against the stepped surface
533 by the pressure in the backpressure chamber 60.
The refrigerant in the backpressure chamber 60 flows
back to the suction chamber 131 via the annular clear-
ance 58, the first cutout groove 542, the bleed chamber
59 and the passage 62 or the passage 49, the valve
chamber 46, the passage 64, the crank chamber 121,
the valve hole 61, the second cutout groove 564, the
bleed chamber 59 and the passage 62.
[0047] During the operation of the compressor 10 at
its minimum displacement, the pressure acting on the
second control valve 34 is expressed by the inequality (1). 

where Pcv, Pc and Ps represent the pressure in the back-
pressure chamber 60, the pressure in the crank chamber
121, and the pressure in the suction chamber 131, re-
spectively.
[0048] Refrigerant in the backpressure chamber 60
flows into the valve chamber 46 via the passage 49 and
the valve hole 451 of the check valve 35 while pushing
past the ball valve 47. The refrigerant in the valve cham-
ber 46 flows into the crank chamber 121 via the passage
64. Thus, the refrigerant in the discharge chamber 132
flows into the crank chamber 121 via the supply passage.
The refrigerant in the crank chamber 121 flows into the
suction chamber 131 via the valve hole 61, the second
cutout groove 564, the bleed chamber 59 and the pas-
sage 62. The refrigerant in the suction chamber 131 is
drawn into the respective cylinder bore 111 for compres-
sion and discharged into the discharge chamber 132.
[0049] In the state of the compressor 10 of Fig. 3, the
swash plate 22 is placed in its minimum inclination angle
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position. Thus, the variable displacement compressor 10
is operated at its minimum displacement. In this case,
the circulation regulator 32 is closed, so that no refriger-
ant circulates in the external refrigerant circuit 28.
[0050] Fig. 4 shows a state where the air conditioner
switch 65 is turned on and the supply of electric current
to the solenoid 39 of the first control valve 33 is maximized
(i.e. the duty ratio is one). Accordingly, the opening of
the first control valve 33 is zero. When the variable dis-
placement compressor 10 is being operated at any dis-
placement other than its minimum displacement (or the
swash plate 22 is at an inclination angle other than the
minimum inclination angle), the circulation regulator 32
is opened to allow circulation of refrigerant in the external
refrigerant circuit 28.
[0051] When the opening of the first control valve 33
is zero (or when the valve hole 38 is closed), no refrigerant
in the discharge chamber 132 flows into the backpres-
sure chamber 60 of the second control valve 34 via the
supply passage. Thus, the valve member 55 of the sec-
ond control valve 34 is moved to a position where the
valve member 55 comes in contact with the suction valve
forming plate 15 by the pressure in the bleed chamber
59 which communicates with the suction chamber 131
and also the pressure in the valve hole 61 (or the pressure
in the crank chamber 121). The ball valve 47 of the check
valve 35 is moved to a position where the ball valve 47
closes the valve hole 451 by the urging force of the shut-
off spring 48.
[0052] In the state of the compressor 10 of Fig. 4 where
the supply passage is closed, no refrigerant in the dis-
charge chamber 132 flows into the crank chamber 121
via the supply passage, but the refrigerant in the crank
chamber 121 flows into the suction chamber 132 via the
bleed passage. In this case, the swash plate 22 is placed
at its maximum inclination angle position. Thus, the var-
iable displacement compressor 10 is operated at its max-
imum displacement.
[0053] During the operation of the compressor 10 at
its maximum displacement, the pressure acting on the
second control valve 34 is expressed by the inequality (2). 

In the case where the air conditioner switch 65 is on and
the supply of electric current to the solenoid 39 of the first
control valve 33 is neither zero nor maximized (i.e. the
duty ratio is more than zero and less than one), the re-
frigerant in the discharge chamber 132 flows into the
backpressure chamber 60 of the second control valve
34. Thus, the refrigerant in the crank chamber 121 flows
into the suction chamber 131 via the valve hole 61, the
second cutout groove 564, the bleed chamber 59 and
the passage 62. The refrigerant flowed from the dis-
charge chamber 132 into the backpressure chamber 60
then flows into the crank chamber 121 via the check valve

35. In such a state, the swash plate 22 is placed at an
inclination angle that is greater than the minimum incli-
nation angle so that the suction pressure becomes a tar-
get pressure in accordance with the duty ratio. Therefore,
the variable displacement compressor 10 is operated at
an intermediate displacement that is greater than the
minimum displacement.
[0054] When the first control valve 33 is moved from
the open position of Fig. 3 to the closed position, the
pressure in the discharge chamber 132 is applied no
more to the backpressure chamber 60 and, therefore,
the valve member 55 of the second control valve 34 is
moved from the closed position of Fig. 3 to the open po-
sition of Fig. 4. That is, with the movement of the first
control valve 33 from the open position to the closed po-
sition, the second control valve 34 is moved from the
closed position to the open position. When the second
control valve 34 is located in the closed position, the first
cutout groove 542 that provides fluid communication be-
tween the bleed chamber 59 and the backpressure
chamber 60 and also that serves as the restricted pas-
sage remains between the end surface 573 of the second
valve portion 57 and the ring 54. Thus, the pressure in
the backpressure chamber 60 is released into the bleed
chamber 59 via the first cutout groove 542. Therefore,
the valve member 55 of the second control valve 34 is
rapidly moved from the closed position to the open posi-
tion.
[0055] When the first control valve 33 is moved from
the closed position of Fig. 4 to the open position, the
pressure in the discharge chamber 132 is propagated
into the backpressure chamber 60 and, therefore, the
valve member 55 of the second control valve 34 is moved
from the open position of Fig. 4 to the closed position of
Fig. 3.
[0056] The following will describe the advantageous
effects of the first embodiment of the present invention.

(1) Since no restricted passage is provided between
the outer circumferential surface of the second valve
portion 57 and the inner circumferential surface 534
of the valve chamber 53 as the restricted passage
between the backpressure chamber 60 and the
bleed chamber 59, the annular clearance 58 be-
tween the outer circumferential surface of the second
valve portion 57 and the inner circumferential surface
534 of the valve chamber 53 can be formed large.
That is, ingress of any foreign matter into the annular
clearance 58 between the outer circumferential sur-
face (first circumferential surface 571) of the second
valve portion 57 and the inner circumferential surface
534 of the valve chamber 53 does not impede the
operation of the second control valve 34. Therefore,
when the variable displacement compressor 10 is
started, liquid refrigerant in the crank chamber 121
is rapidly discharged into the suction chamber 131,
so that the responsiveness of the second control
valve 34 for use in the variable displacement com-
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pressor 10 does not deteriorate.

(2) The time necessary for the valve member 55 to
move from the closed position to the open position
is shortened with a decrease of the ratio a between
the effective areas S2 and S1. Thus, the responsive-
ness of the second control valve 34 is enhanced.
However, if the ratio a is less than one, it is difficult
to move the valve member 55 from the open position
to the closed position. If the ratio a is much more
than one, it takes a longer time for the valve member
55 to move from the closed position to the open po-
sition after the first control valve 33 has moved from
the open position to the closed position. Thus, the
responsiveness of the second control valve 34 is
worsened. In the variable displacement compressor
10 of the present embodiment wherein a is set in the
range from 1 to 1.2, the valve member 55 is moved
smoothly to the closed position, so that the respon-
siveness of the second control valve 34 is enhanced.

(3) Setting the diameter of the second valve portion
57 larger than that of the first valve portion 56, the
effective area S2 of the end surface 573 of the sec-
ond valve portion 57 is larger than the effective area
S1 of the distal end surface of the first valve portion
56. The relation between the second valve portion
57 and the first valve portion 56 wherein the former
is larger than the latter in diameter is effective in set-
ting the ratio a between the effective areas S2 and
S1 to one or more,

(4) The inside diameter of the stepped surface 533
is larger than the maximum diameter of the first valve
portion 56 (or the diameter of the large-diameter por-
tion 562). If the stepped surface 533 is used as the
valve seat of the second valve portion 57, the inside
diameter of the valve seat is larger than the maximum
diameter of the first valve portion 56 (or the diameter
of the large-diameter portion 562). That is, the effec-
tive area S2 of the second valve portion 57 subjected
to the pressure in the bleed chamber 59 is inevitably
larger than the cross-sectional area of the large-di-
ameter portion 562 of the first valve portion 56, which
makes it difficult to set the ratio a between the effec-
tive areas S2 and S1 in the range from 1 to 1.2.
The inside diameter of the ring 54 that serves as the
valve seat member of the second valve portion 57
may be set smaller than the maximum diameter of
the first valve portion 56 (or the diameter of the large-
diameter portion 562). Therefore, the variable dis-
placement compressor 10 according to the present
embodiment wherein the ring 54 that serves as the
valve seat of the second valve portion 57 is formed
separately from the cylinder block 11 (casing) ena-
bles the ratio a between the effective areas S2 and
S1 to be set In the range from 1 to 1.2.

(5) During the operation of the variable displacement
compressor 10 at a relatively high displacement in
the intermediate displacement, there is fear that the
pressure in the crank chamber 121 fails to be re-
duced when the first control valve 33 is moved from
the open position due to refrigerant leakage from the
cylinder bore 111 to the crank chamber 121. If the
pressure in the crank chamber 121 which failed to
be reduced is propagated to the backpressure cham-
ber 60 via the supply passage, the pressure in the
bleed chamber 59 (corresponding to suction pres-
sure) and the pressure in the valve hole 61 (corre-
sponding to crank chamber pressure) may not ex-
ceed the pressure in the backpressure chamber 60.
In such a case, the valve member 55 of the second
control valve 34 cannot move from the closed posi-
tion toward the open position.
The check valve 35 prevents the crank chamber
pressure which failed to be reduced from being prop-
agated to the backpressure chamber 60. Therefore,
when the first control valve 33 moves from the open
position to the closed position, the valve member 55
of the second control valve 34 is moved smoothly
from the closed position to the open position.

(6) The first cutout groove 542 formed in the ring 54
for fluid communication between the backpressure
chamber 60 and the bleed chamber 59 provides ad-
vantageously simple restricted passage.

(7) The second cutout groove 564 formed in the first
valve portion 56 for fluid communication between the
valve hole 61 and the bleed chamber 59 provides
advantageously simple restricted passage.

(8) The ring 54 is pressed against the stepped sur-
face 533 by the pressure in the backpressure cham-
ber 60. Thus, there is no need to fit the ring 54 into
the second chamber 532 of the valve chamber 53
and then to press it against the stepped surface 533.
Therefore, inserting the ring 54 and the valve mem-
ber 55 into the valve chamber 53 is easily performed.

(9) The second valve portion 57 has a first circum-
ferential surface 571 at the end of the first valve por-
tion 56 opposite from the large-diameter portion 562.
Therefore, the distance between two points of the
valve member 55 at which the valve member 55 is
brought into contact with the inner circumferential
surface of the valve chamber 53 when the valve
member 55 is inclined in the valve chamber 53 may
be set so long that the inclination of the valve member
55 is restricted. As a result, the valve member 55
that serves as the float valve of the present invention
can be moved smoothly.

[0057] The present invention has been described in
the context of the above first embodiment, but it is not
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limited to the embodiment. It is obvious to those skilled
in the art that the invention may be practiced in various
manners as exemplified below.
[0058] The second valve portion 57 may have on the
end surface 573 thereof an annular projection 576 as
shown in Fig. 5. The annular projection 576 is formed
with a first cutout groove 577. The projection 576 and the
first cutout groove 577 serve as an equivalent to the pro-
jection 541 and the first cutout groove 542, respectively.
[0059] The ring 54 may dispense with the first cutout
groove 542 of the first embodiment and it may be so
arranged that, when the distal end surface of the annular
projection 563 is in contact with the bottom surface 591
of the bleed chamber 59, the end surface 573 of the sec-
ond valve portion 57 and the distal end surface of the
projection 541 have therebetween a clearance 68 that
serves as the restricted passage of the present invention,
as shown in Fig. 6.
[0060] The first valve portion 56 may dispense with the
second cutout groove 564 of the first embodiment and it
may be so arranged that, when the end surface 573 of
the second valve portion 57 is in contact with the distal
end surface of the projection 541, the distal end surface
of the projection 563 and the bottom surface 591 may
have therebetween a clearance 69 that serves as the
restricted passage of the present invention, as shown in
Fig. 7.
[0061] The ring 54 may dispense with the first cutout
groove 542 of the first embodiment and the second valve
portion 57 may have a restricted passage 70 that pro-
vides fluid communication between the bleed chamber
59 and the backpressure chamber 60, as shown in Fig. 8.
[0062] The valve chamber 53 may be provided in the
rear housing 13.
[0063] The check valve 35 may be provided in the rear
housing 13.
[0064] The ring 54 may be fitted in the second chamber
532 of the valve chamber 53.
[0065] The passage 49 for the check valve 35 may be
directly connected to the passage 52 located between
the first control valve 33 and the second control valve 34,
This modification also offers the same effects of the first
embodiment.
[0066] Any spring may be provided between the ring
54 and the second valve portion 57.
[0067] The variable displacement compressor 10 may
dispense with the check valve 35. Alternatively, any re-
stricted passage may be provided instead of the check
valve 35. These modifications also offer the same effect
(1) of the first embodiment.
[0068] A control valve having a pressure sensor and
operable to vary the valve opening in accordance with
the pressure difference between two points in the dis-
charge-pressure region may be used as the first control
valve. That is, the control valve whose valve opening is
increased with an increase of the flow rate of the refrig-
erant gas in the discharge-pressure region and whose
valve opening is decreased with a decrease of the flow

rate of the refrigerant gas in the discharge-pressure re-
gion, may be used as the first control valve.
[0069] The present invention may be applied to a var-
iable displacement compressor which receives rotary
drive force from the external drive source through a
clutch. In such a variable displacement compressor,
when the clutch is engaged to connect the external drive
source and the compressor, refrigerant circulates
through the external refrigerant circuit even when the
swash plate of the compressor is at the minimum incli-
nation angle. When the clutch is disengaged to discon-
nect the external drive source and the compressor, re-
frigerant is prevented from circulating through the exter-
nal refrigerant circuit.
[0070] The variable displacement compressor has a
suction-pressure region, a discharge-pressure region
and a crank chamber, The compressor includes a supply
passage, a bleed passage and a control valve that ad-
justs cross-sectional area of the bleed passage. The con-
trol valve includes a valve chamber, a valve portion and
a valve seat member. The valve portion is disposed in
the valve chamber for dividing the valve chamber into a
bleed chamber, a backpressure chamber and a commu-
nication passage. The bleed chamber forms a part of the
bleed passage. The backpressure chamber communi-
cates with the supply passage. The communication pas-
sage is formed between an outer circumferential surface
of the valve portion and an inner circumferential surface
of the valve chamber for providing fluid communication
between the bleed chamber and the backpressure cham-
ber. The valve seat member is disposed in the bleed
chamber and provided separately from a compressor
housing forming the valve chamber.

Claims

1. A variable displacement compressor (10) in which a
suction-pressure region (131), a discharge-pressure
region (132) and a crank chamber (121) are formed,
wherein displacement of the variable displacement
compressor (10) varies in accordance with pressure
in the crank chamber (121), the variable displace-
ment compressor (10) comprising:

a supply passage (51, 52, 60, 49, 46, 64) for
allowing refrigerant in the discharge-pressure
region (132) to be supplied into the crank cham-
ber (121);
a bleed passage (61, 59, 62) for allowing the
refrigerant in the crank chamber (121) to be dis-
charged to the suction-pressure region (131);
a first control valve (33) for adjusting cross-sec-
tional area of the supply passage (51, 52, 60,
49, 46, 64), and
a second control valve (34) for adjusting cross-
sectional area of the bleed passage (61, 59, 62),
wherein the second control valve (34) compris-
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es:

a valve hole (61) for forming a part of the
bleed passage (61, 59, 62), the valve hole
(S1) being opened to the crank chamber
(121);
a valve chamber (53) opened to the valve
hole (61);
a first valve portion (56) disposed in the
valve chamber (53) for adjusting cross-sec-
tional area of the valve hole (61);
a second valve portion (57) disposed in the
valve chamber (53) for dividing the valve
chamber (53) into a bleed chamber (59), a
backpressure chamber (60) and a commu-
nication passage (58), the bleed chamber
(59) forming a part of the bleed passage (61,
59, 62), the backpressure chamber (60)
communicating with the supply passage
(51, 52, 60, 49, 46, 64), the communication
passage (58) being formed between an out-
er circumferential surface of the second
valve portion (57) and an inner circumfer-
ential surface (534) of the valve chamber
(53) for providing fluid communication be-
tween the bleed chamber (59) and the back-
pressure chamber (60); and
a valve seat member (54) disposed in the
bleed chamber (59), the valve seat member
(54) being provided separately from a com-
pressor housing (11, 12, 13) forming the
valve chamber (53),
wherein the valve seat member (54) is con-
tactable with one end surface (573) of the
second valve portion (57) that is adjacent
to the bleed chamber (59) to establish a
closed position,
characterized in that
when the second control valve (57) is placed
in the closed position, a restricted passage
(542, 577, 68) remains between the one end
surface (573) of the second valve portion
(57) that is adjacent to the bleed chamber
(59) and the valve seat member (54) for pro-
viding fluid communication between the
bleed chamber (59) and the backpressure
chamber (60).

2. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to claim 1, characterized in that the first valve
portion (56) and the second valve portion (57) are
provided separately and connected to each other.

3. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to claim 1, characterized in that the restricted
passage (542, 577, 68) is a first cutout groove (542)
formed in the valve seat member (54).

4. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 through 3, characterized
in that the first valve portion (56) has a second cutout
groove (564) that provides fluid communication be-
tween the valve hole (61) and the bleed chamber
(59).

5. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 through 4, characterized
in that the valve chamber (53) has a first chamber
(531) and a second chamber (532) that is larger in
diameter than the first chamber (531), the first valve
portion (56) being disposed in the first chamber (531)
and the second chamber (532), the second valve
portion (57) being disposed in the second chamber
(532), the communication passage (58) being an an-
nular clearance.

6. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 through 5, characterized
in that a check valve (35) is provided between the
first control valve (33) and the crank chamber (121)
for allowing the refrigerant in the supply passage (51,
52, 60, 49, 46, 64) to flow only from the first control
valve (33) toward the crank chamber (121).

7. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 through 6, characterized
in that an effective area (S2) of the second valve
portion (57) which is subjected to pressure in the
bleed chamber (59) is set 1 to 1.2 times an effective
area (S1) of the first valve portion (56) which is sub-
jected to pressure in the valve hole (61).

8. The variable displacement compressor (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 through 7, characterized
in that the first valve portion (56) and the second
valve portion (57) cooperate to form a float valve (55).

Patentansprüche

1. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung, in dem
ein Saugdruckbereich (131), ein Abgabedruckbe-
reich (132) und eine Kurbelkammer (121) ausgebil-
det sind, wobei die Verdrängung des Kompressors
(10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß einem Druck
in der Kurbelkammer (121) variiert, wobei der Kom-
pressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung folgendes
aufweist:

einen Lieferkanal (51, 52, 60, 49, 46, 64) zum
Ermöglichen, dass ein Kühlmittel in dem Abga-
bedruckbereich (132) in die Kurbelkammer
(121) geliefert wird;
einen Ablaufkanal (61, 59, 62) zum Ermögli-
chen, dass das Kühlmittel in der Kurbelkammer
(121) zu dem Saugdruckbereich (131) abgege-
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ben wird;
ein erstes Steuerventil (33) zum Einstellen einer
Querschnittsfläche des Lieferkanals (51, 52, 60,
49, 46, 64), und
ein zweites Steuerventil (34) zum Einstellen ei-
ner Querschnittsfläche des Ablaufkanals (61,
59, 62),
wobei das zweite Steuerventil (34) folgendes
aufweist:

ein Ventilloch (61) zum Ausbilden eines
Teils des Ablaufkanals (61, 59, 62), wobei
das Ventilloch (61) zu der Kurbelkammer
(121) offen ist;
eine Ventilkammer (53), die zu dem Ventil-
loch (61) offen ist;
einen ersten Ventilabschnitt (56), der in der
Ventilkammer (53) angeordnet ist zum Ein-
stellen einer Querschnittsfläche des Ventil-
loches (61);
einen zweiten Ventilabschnitt (57), der in
der Ventilkammer (53) angeordnet ist zum
Teilen der Ventilkammer (53) in eine Ablauf-
kammer (59), eine Gegendruckkammer
(60) und einen Kommunikationskanal (58),
wobei die Ablaufkammer (59) einen Teil des
Ablaufkanals (61, 59, 62) ausbildet, die Ge-
gendruckkammer (60) mit dem Lieferkanal
(51, 52, 60, 49, 46, 64) in Kommunikation
steht, der Kommunikationskanal (58) zwi-
schen einer Außenumfangsfläche des
zweiten Ventilabschnittes (57) und einer In-
nenumfangsfläche (534) der Ventilkammer
(53) ausgebildet ist zum Vorsehen einer
Fluidkommunikation zwischen der Ablauf-
kammer (59) und der Gegendruckkammer
(60); und
ein Ventilsitzelement (54), das in der Ab-
laufkammer (59) angeordnet ist, wobei das
Ventilsitzelement (54) separat von einem
Kompressorgehäuse (11, 12, 13) vorgese-
hen ist, das die Ventilkammer (53) ausbil-
det,
wobei das Ventilsitzelement (54) mit einer
Endfläche (573) des zweiten Ventilab-
schnittes (57) kontaktierbar ist, die benach-
bart zu der Ablaufkammer (59) ist, um eine
geschlossene Position zu verwirklichen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
wenn das zweite Steuerventil (57) in die ge-
schlossene Position versetzt ist, ein be-
grenzter Kanal (542, 577, 68) zwischen der
einen Endfläche (573) des zweiten Ventil-
abschnittes (57), die benachbart zu der Ab-
laufkammer (59) ist, und dem Ventilsitzele-
ment (54) verbleibt zum Vorsehen einer Flu-
idkommunikation zwischen der Ablaufkam-
mer (59) und der Gegendruckkammer (60).

2. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der
erste Ventilabschnitt (56) und der zweite Ventilab-
schnitt (57) separat vorgesehen sind und miteinan-
der verbunden sind.

3. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der
begrenzte Kanal (542, 577, 68) eine erste Aus-
schnittnut (542) ist, die in dem Ventilsitzelement (54)
ausgebildet ist.

4. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der erste Ventilabschnitt (56) eine
zweite Ausschnittnut (564) hat, die eine Fluidkom-
munikation zwischen dem Ventilloch (61) und der
Ablaufkammer (59) vorsieht.

5. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Ventilkammer (53) eine erste
Kammer (531) und eine zweite Kammer (532) hat,
die einen größeren Durchmesser als die erste Kam-
mer (531) hat, wobei der erste Ventilabschnitt (56)
in der ersten Kammer (531) und der zweiten Kammer
(532) angeordnet ist, wobei der zweite Ventilab-
schnitt (57) in der zweiten Kammer (532) angeordnet
ist, und wobei der Kommunikationskanal (58) ein rin-
gartiger Zwischenraum ist.

6. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass ein Rückschlagventil (35) zwischen
dem ersten Steuerventil (33) und der Kurbelkammer
(121) vorgesehen ist zum Ermöglichen, dass das
Kühlmittel in dem Lieferkanal (51, 52, 60, 49, 46, 64)
lediglich von dem ersten Steuerventil (33) zu der Kur-
belkammer (121) strömt.

7. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass ein effektiver Bereich (S2) des zwei-
ten Ventilabschnittes (57), der dem Druck in der Ab-
laufkammer (59) ausgesetzt ist, auf das 1 bis 1,2-
fache eines effektiven Bereiches (S1) des ersten
Ventilabschnittes (56) festgelegt ist, der dem Druck
in dem Ventilloch (61) ausgesetzt ist.

8. Kompressor (10) mit variabler Verdrängung gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der erste Ventilabschnitt (56) und
der zweite Ventilabschnitt (57) miteinander zusam-
men wirken, um ein Aufschwimmventil (55) auszu-
bilden.
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Revendications

1. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) dans le-
quel une région de pression d’aspiration (131), une
région de pression de décharge (132) et une cham-
bre de manivelle (121) sont formées, dans lequel le
déplacement du compresseur à déplacement varia-
ble (10) varie selon la pression dans la chambre de
manivelle (121), le compresseur à déplacement va-
riable (10) comprenant :

un passage d’alimentation (51, 52, 60, 49, 46,
64) pour permettre au réfrigérant dans la région
de pression de décharge (132) d’être amené
dans la chambre de manivelle (121) ;
un passage de purge (61, 59, 62) pour permettre
au réfrigérant dans la chambre de manivelle
(121) d’être déchargé dans la région de pression
d’aspiration (131) ;
une première soupape de commande (33) pour
ajuster la surface transversale du passage d’ali-
mentation (51, 52, 60, 49, 46, 64), et
une seconde soupape de commande (34) pour
ajuster la surface transversale du passage de
purge (61, 59, 62),
dans lequel la seconde soupape de commande
(34) comprend :

un trou de soupape (61) pour former une
partie du passage de purge (61, 59, 62), le
trou de soupape (S1) étant ouvert sur la
chambre de manivelle (121) ;
une chambre de soupape (53) ouverte sur
le trou de soupape (61) ;
une première partie de soupape (56) dispo-
sée dans la chambre de soupape (53) pour
ajuster la surface transversale du trou de
soupape (61) ;
une seconde partie de soupape (57) dispo-
sée dans la chambre de soupape (53) pour
diviser la chambre de soupape (53) en une
chambre de purge (59), en une chambre de
contre-pression (60) et en un passage de
communication (58), la chambre de purge
(59) faisant partie du passage de purge (61,
59, 62), la chambre de contre-pression (60)
communiquant avec le passage d’alimen-
tation (51, 52, 60, 59, 46, 64), le passage
de communication (58) étant formé entre
une surface circonférentielle externe de la
seconde partie de soupape (57) et une sur-
face circonférentielle interne (534) de la
chambre de soupape (53) pour fournir la
communication de fluide entre la chambre
de purge (59) et la chambre de contre-pres-
sion (60) ; et
un élément de siège de soupape (54) dis-
posé dans la chambre de purge (59), l’élé-

ment de siège de soupape (54) étant prévu
séparément d’un boîtier de compresseur
(11, 12, 13) formant la chambre de soupape
(53),
dans lequel l’élément de siège de soupape
(54) peut être en contact avec une surface
d’extrémité (573) de la seconde partie de
soupape (57) qui est adjacente à la cham-
bre de purge (59) pour établir une position
fermée,
caractérisé en ce que :

lorsque la seconde soupape de com-
mande (57) est placée dans la position
fermée, un passage limité (542, 577,
68) reste entre la une surface d’extré-
mité (573) de la seconde partie de sou-
pape (57) qui est adjacente à la cham-
bre de purge (59) et l’élément de siège
de soupape (54) pour fournir la com-
munication de fluide entre la chambre
de purge (59) et la chambre de contre-
pression (60).

2. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon la
revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que la première
partie de soupape (56) et la seconde partie de sou-
pape (57) sont prévues séparément et raccordées
entre elles.

3. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon la
revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que le passage
limité (542, 577, 68) est une première rainure décou-
pée (542) formée dans l’élément de siège de sou-
pape (54).

4. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, carac-
térisé en ce que la première partie de soupape (56)
a une seconde rainure découpée (564) qui fournit la
communication de fluide entre le trou de soupape
(61) et la chambre de purge (59).

5. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, carac-
térisé en ce que la chambre de soupape (53) a une
première chambre (531) et une seconde chambre
(532) qui a un diamètre supérieur à la première
chambre (531), la première partie de soupape (56)
étant disposée dans la première chambre (531) et
la seconde chambre (532), la seconde partie de sou-
pape (57) étant disposée dans la seconde chambre
(532), le passage de communication (58) étant un
jeu annulaire.

6. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, carac-
térisé en ce qu’une soupape de non-retour (35) est
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prévue entre la première soupape de commande
(33) et la chambre de manivelle (121) pour permettre
au réfrigérant, dans le passage d’alimentation (51,
52, 60, 49, 46, 64), de s’écouler uniquement de la
première soupape de commande (33) vers la cham-
bre de manivelle (121).

7. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, carac-
térisé en ce qu’une surface effective (S2) de la se-
conde partie de soupape (57) qui est soumise à la
pression dans la chambre de purge (59) représente
de 1 à 1,2 fois une surface effective (S1) de la pre-
mière partie de soupape (56) qui est soumise à la
pression dans le trou de soupape (61).

8. Compresseur à déplacement variable (10) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7, carac-
térisé en ce que la première partie de soupape (56)
et la seconde partie de soupape (57) coopèrent pour
former un pointeau de flotteur (55).
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