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(54) SIGNAL PROCESSING DEVICE AND SIGNAL PROCESSING METHOD

(57) A signal processing device includes: a connec-
tion detector that detects whether an endoscope includ-
ing one or more operation members is connected; a sig-
nal selector that selects an operation state signal that is
input from the endoscope when it is detected that the
endoscope is connected, and that selects an operation
state signal that is input from an external input device
including one or more operation members that corre-
spond to the one or more operation members of the en-
doscope when it is detected that the endoscope is not
connected; an allocation information storage unit that
stores allocation information relating to an operation that
is allocated to each of the operation members; an oper-
ation instruction setting unit that sets an operation in-
struction according to the operation state signal selected
by the signal selector in accordance with the operation
state signal selected by the signal selector and the allo-
cation information; and an operation execution unit that
executes an operation according to the operation instruc-
tion set by the operation instruction setting unit.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a signal
processing device that an endoscope is connected to,
and a signal processing method thereof.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, endoscope systems are used
in medical fields such as internal medicine or surgery.
As an example, an endoscope system used in endoscopy
in internal medicine (gastrointestinal medicine or the like)
includes an endoscope, an endoscope video processor,
a monitor device, and a peripheral device (an image re-
cording device or the like), and the endoscope system is
used in a state in which the above respective devices are
connected to the endoscope video processor.
[0003] In the endoscope system used in endoscopy, a
cleaned endoscope needs to be used in every endosco-
py. Therefore, an endoscope used in endoscopy needs
to be removed after the endoscopy, and a cleaned en-
doscope needs to be installed before the next endosco-
py. Stated another way, an endoscope needs to be at-
tached and detached to an endoscope video processor
in every endoscopy.
[0004] In addition, in the endoscope system used in
endoscopy, pre-examination preparation, such as an in-
put of examinee data (patient data) or the like to the en-
doscope system or checking of an operation needed in
examination of the endoscope system, is performed be-
fore endoscopy. As an example, in checking the opera-
tion of the endoscope system, an operation member (for
example, a button allocated as a release button) that is
included in an endoscope is operated, and operation
checking is performed so as to check, for example,
whether an operation according to an operation per-
formed on the operation member (for example, a release
operation) is normally performed. When there are no
problems in the pre-examination preparation, endoscopy
is actually started.
[0005] Under the actual situation above, pre-examina-
tion preparation cannot be completed in a state in which
an endoscope is not connected to an endoscope video
processor (for example, a state in which an endoscope
used in the previous endoscopy has been removed and
a cleaned endoscope has not yet been installed).
[0006] On the other hand, as an example, Patent Doc-
ument 1 describes an electronic endoscope device that
is capable of inputting patient data or the like and pre-
paring for setup or the like even when an electronic en-
doscope is not connected to a processor device. In the
electronic endoscope device, when it is determined that
an electronic endoscope including a clock generator is
not connected, an auxiliary clock generator on a side of
the processor device, not a clock generator on a side of
the electronic endoscope, is selected and used, and var-

ious functions on the side of the processor device are
enabled according to a clock signal that is output from
the auxiliary clock generator. Accordingly, without the
electronic endoscope, patient data or the like can be input
from a keyboard or the like, setup such as adjustment of
a monitor can be performed, and preparation for endos-
copy or the like can be performed smoothly.

Prior Art Documents

Patent Documents

[0007] Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Publication No. 2001-87222

Summary of the Invention

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0008] In the electronic endoscope device described
in Patent Document 1, various functions on the side of
the processor device can be enabled (for example, setup
such as adjustment of a monitor can be performed) even
when the electronic endoscope is not connected to the
processor device. However, checking an operation that
is performed according to an operation performed on an
operation member included in an endoscope, as per-
formed in checking the operation of an endoscope sys-
tem in the pre-examination preparation above, cannot be
performed.
[0009] In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the
present invention to provide a signal processing device
that can check an operation that is performed according
to an operation performed on an operation member in-
cluded in an endoscope even in a state in which the en-
doscope is not connected, and a signal processing meth-
od thereof.

Means for Solving the Problems

[0010] In the first aspect of the present invention, a
signal processing device is provided that includes: a con-
nection detector that detects whether an endoscope in-
cluding one or more operation members is connected; a
signal selector that selects an operation state signal that
is input from the endoscope when the connection detec-
tor detects that the endoscope is connected, and that
selects an operation state signal that is input from an
external input device including one or more operation
members that correspond to the one or more operation
members of the endoscope when the connection detec-
tor detects that the endoscope is not connected; an al-
location information storage unit that stores allocation
information relating to an operation that is allocated to
each of the one or more operation members; an operation
instruction setting unit that sets an operation instruction
according to the operation state signal selected by the
signal selector in accordance with the operation state
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signal selected by the signal selector and the allocation
information stored in the allocation information storage
unit; and an operation execution unit that executes an
operation according to the operation instruction set by
the operation instruction setting unit.
[0011] In the second aspect of the present invention,
the signal processing device in the first aspect is provided
that further includes a sample image storage unit that
stores a sample image, wherein when the connection
detector detects that the endoscope is not connected,
and the operation instruction set by the operation instruc-
tion setting unit is an operation instruction that needs an
image obtained from the endoscope, the operation exe-
cution unit executes the operation according to the op-
eration instruction by using the sample image stored in
the sample image storage unit.
[0012] In the third aspect of the present invention, the
signal processing device in the first or second aspect is
provided wherein the external input device includes: an
endoscope identification information storage unit that
stores endoscope identification information of each of a
plurality of endoscopes; and an endoscope identification
information selector that selects one piece of endoscope
identification information from among plural pieces of en-
doscope identification information stored in the endo-
scope identification information storage unit, wherein the
allocation information storage unit stores the allocation
information relating to the operation that is allocated to
each of the one or more operation members for each of
the plural pieces of endoscope identification information,
and when the connection detector detects that the endo-
scope is not connected, the operation instruction setting
unit sets an operation instruction of corresponding endo-
scope identification information according to the opera-
tion state signal selected by the signal selector in accord-
ance with the operation state signal selected by the signal
selector, the allocation information stored in the alloca-
tion information storage unit, and the endoscope identi-
fication information selected by the endoscope identifi-
cation information selector, the endoscope identification
information being input from the external input device.
[0013] In the fourth aspect of the present invention, the
signal processing device in any one of the first to third
aspects is provided that further includes a determination
unit that, at the time of operation checking, performs any
one or more of the first determination of whether a com-
munication path to a connected recording device or re-
cording medium is abnormal, the second determination
of whether the connected recording device or recording
medium is uncoincident with a recording device or re-
cording medium that is set in advance to be an image
recording destination, the third determination of whether
an image has failed to be read from the connected re-
cording device or recording medium, and the fourth de-
termination of whether a free recording space of the con-
nected recording device or recording medium is smaller
than or equal to a prescribed space.
[0014] In the fifth aspect of the present invention, the

signal processing device in the fourth aspect is provided
that further includes an error reporting unit that reports
an error when a result of any one of the first determination
to the fourth determination performed by the determina-
tion unit is true.
[0015] In the sixth aspect of the present invention, the
signal processing device in the fourth or fifth aspect is
provided that further incudes a determination result stor-
age unit that stores a result of any one or more of the
first determination to the fourth determination performed
by the determination unit.
[0016] In the seventh aspect of the present invention,
the signal processing device in the sixth aspect is pro-
vided wherein, at the time of operation checking, when
all results of the previous first determination to the pre-
vious fourth determination that are stored in the determi-
nation result storage unit are false, an image recording
operation is omitted from an operation including the im-
age recording operation that the operation execution unit
will execute next time.
[0017] In the eighth aspect of the present invention,
the signal processing device in the sixth or seventh as-
pect is provided wherein, at the time of operation check-
ing, when all results of the previous first determination to
the previous third determination that are stored in the
determination result storage unit are false, and when a
result of the previous fourth determination is true, the first
determination to the third determination are not per-
formed, but the fourth determination is performed in the
next determination performed by the determination unit.
[0018] In the ninth aspect of the present invention, a
signal processing method is provided in which a signal
processing device performs: detecting whether an endo-
scope including one or more operation members is con-
nected; selecting an operation state signal that is input
from the endoscope when it is detected that the endo-
scope is connected, and selecting an operation state sig-
nal that is input from an external input device including
one or more operation members that correspond to the
one or more operation members of the endoscope when
it is detected that the endoscope is not connected; setting
an operation instruction according to the selected oper-
ation state signal in accordance with the selected oper-
ation state signal and allocation information relating to
an operation that is allocated to each of the operation
members; and executing an operation according to the
set operation instruction.

Effects of the Invention

[0019] The present invention exhibits an effect where-
by an operation that is performed according to an oper-
ation performed on an operation member of an endo-
scope can be checked even in a state in which the en-
doscope is not connected.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

[0020]

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary configuration of an
endoscope system including an endoscope video
processor that is a signal processing device accord-
ing to an embodiment.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example of an external interface
according to a variation.
FIG. 3 illustrates an example of an allocation infor-
mation storage area according to a variation.
FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a register according
to a variation.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the
processing content of a CPU according to a variation.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the
processing content of a CPU according to a variation.

Description of Embodiments

[0021] Embodiments of the present invention are de-
scribed below with reference to the drawings.
[0022] A signal processing device according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention is included in an en-
doscope system used in endoscopy, for example, in in-
ternal medicine (gastrointestinal medicine or the like).
[0023] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary configuration of
an endoscope system including an endoscope video
processor that is a signal processing device according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0024] As illustrated in FIG. 1, an endoscope system
100 includes a scope (an endoscope) 200, an external
interface 300, an endoscope video processor (hereinaf-
ter simply referred to as a "processor") 400, a monitor
device (hereinafter simply referred to as a "monitor") 500,
and an image recording device 600, and the endoscope
system 100 has a configuration in which the scope 200
and/or the external interface 300, the monitor 500, and
the image recording device 600 are connected to the
processor 400.
[0025] In the endoscope system 100 described above,
processing is performed, for example, such that a portion
of the scope 200 is inserted into the body of an examinee,
an observation region inside the body of the examinee
is imaged by the scope 200, a captured image is proc-
essed by the processor 400, and the processed image
is displayed on the monitor 500, or is recorded in the
image recording device 600.
[0026] In the endoscope system 100, the scope 200
includes an operation unit that is operated by an examiner
or the like. The operation unit includes one or more but-
tons, and an operation performed by the processor 400
is allocated in advance to each of the buttons. The op-
eration allocated to each of the buttons can be changed
arbitrarily. Operations that can be allocated to the respec-
tive buttons are classified into an operation that needs
an image (a video signal) obtained from the scope 200

and an operation that does not need the image (the video
signal) obtained from the scope 200. Examples of the
former operation include freezing, releasing, capturing,
marking releasing, electronic magnification, focusing, a
change in the size of an image, displaying a distribution
of an index of hemoglobin (IHb), image enhancement, a
change in color, a change in contrast, noise reduction,
picture-in-picture (PIP)/picture-on-picture (POP) display,
auto gain control (AGC), and video recording, and exam-
ples of the latter operation include a change in a photom-
etry scheme, a change in a light amount of a light source,
switching display information, clocking, rotating a turret
for special light observation (such as narrow band imag-
ing (NBI), auto-fluorescence imaging (AFI), or intra-red
imaging (IRI)), and feeding air (water) by using a pump.
[0027] The external interface 300 is, for example, a
portable information terminal device such as a tablet ter-
minal, or a keyboard, and the external interface 300 in-
cludes an operation unit that is operated by an examiner
or the like. The operation unit includes one or more but-
tons that correspond to one or more buttons included in
the operation unit of the scope 200, and an operation that
is similar to the operation allocated to each of the buttons
of the scope 200 is allocated to each of the buttons of
the external interface 300. The buttons of the external
interface 300 may be physical buttons, or may be virtual
buttons that are realized by a touch panel or the like.
[0028] The processor 400 includes a scope connection
detection circuit 410, an internal signal switching circuit
420, a non-volatile memory 430, a field-programmable
gate array (FPGA) 440, and a function execution circuit
450.
[0029] The scope connection detection circuit 410 de-
tects whether the scope 200 is connected to the proces-
sor 400 (connection or non-connection of the scope 200).
Connection or non-connection is detected, for example,
by detecting whether there is a connection signal that is
input from the scope 200.
[0030] The internal signal switching circuit 420 switch-
es an input signal according to a detection result of the
scope connection detection circuit 410. More specifically,
when the scope connection detection circuit 410 detects
that the scope 200 is connected, the internal signal
switching circuit 420 switches an input signal in such a
way that an operation state signal that is input from the
scope 200 is output to the FPGA 440. When the scope
connection detection circuit 410 detects that the scope
200 is not connected, the internal signal switching circuit
420 switches an input signal in such a way that an oper-
ation state signal that is input from the external interface
300 is output to the FPGA 440. Accordingly, the internal
signal switching circuit 420 selects an operation state
signal that is input from the scope 200 or the external
interface 300 in accordance with a detection result of the
scope connection detection circuit 410, and outputs the
selected operation state signal to the FPGA 440.
[0031] The operation state signal that is input from the
scope 200 is a signal indicating an operation state of
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each of the buttons of the scope 200, and the operation
state signal that is input from the external interface 300
is a signal indicating an operation state of each of the
buttons of the external interface 300. The operation state
of each of the buttons also refers to a depression state
of each of the buttons, or the ON state or the OFF state
of a switch of each of the buttons. Control is performed
in such a way that an operation state signal that is input
from the scope 200 when a button of the scope 200 is
operated is the same as an operation state signal that is
input from the external interface 300 when a button of
the external interface 300 that corresponds to the button
of the scope 200 is operated. Accordingly, as an example,
an operation state signal that is input from the scope 200
when a button A of the scope 200 is depressed is the
same as an operation state signal that is input from the
external interface 300 when a buttons A’ of the external
interface 300 that corresponds to the button A is de-
pressed. Thus, it can be said that an operation state sig-
nal that is input from the external interface 300 is a pseudo
operation state signal that is input from the scope 200.
[0032] The non-volatile memory 430 includes an allo-
cation information storage area 431 that stores allocation
information relating to an operation that is allocated to
each of the buttons of the scope 200 (this is also each
of the buttons of the external interface 300), and a sample
image storage area 432 that stores a sample image. The
sample image is a still image or a moving image, and is
also a two-dimensional image (a 2D image) or a three-
dimensional image (a 3D image) . The sample image is,
for example, an image that is generated within the proc-
essor 400.
[0033] The FPGA 440 includes a central processing
unit (CPU) 441 and a register 442.
[0034] The CPU 441 performs various types of control
processing. As an example, the CPU 441 sets, in the
register 442, an operation instruction (an instruction to
perform or not perform each operation) according to an
operation state signal that is output from the internal sig-
nal switching circuit 420, in accordance with the operation
state signal and the allocation information stored in the
allocation information storage area 431 of the non-vola-
tile memory 430. In this case, when the scope connection
detection circuit 410 detects that the scope 200 is not
connected, and the operation instruction according to the
operation state signal that is output from the internal sig-
nal switching circuit 420 is an operation instruction that
needs an image obtained from the scope 200 (for exam-
ple, an instruction to perform releasing or the like), the
CPU 441 performs control so as to output, to the function
execution circuit 450, the sample image stored in the
sample image storage area 432 of the non-volatile mem-
ory 430 as the image obtained from the scope 200.
[0035] An instruction to perform or not perform each
operation is set in the register 442.
[0036] The function execution circuit 450 performs an
operation according to an operation instruction set by the
CPU 441 of the FPGA 440. More specifically, the function

execution circuit 450 monitors the register 442 of the FP-
GA 440, and performs an operation that has been set to
be performed in the register 442. In this case, when the
scope connection detection circuit 410 detects that the
scope 200 is not connected, and the operation instruction
that has been set in the register 442 by the CPU 441 of
the FPGA 440 is an operation instruction that needs an
image obtained from the scope 200 (for example, an in-
struction to perform releasing or the like), the function
execution circuit 450 performs an operation according to
the operation instruction by using a sample image that
is output from the sample image storage area 432 of the
non-volatile memory 430.
[0037] The monitor 500 displays an image, various
types of data, or the like. As an example, the monitor 500
displays a result of the function execution circuit 450 per-
forming an operation (success or failure in performing an
operation, an image obtained by performing an opera-
tion, or the like), examinee data, or the like.
[0038] The image recording device 600 records an im-
age, various types of data, or the like. As an example,
the image recording device 600 records a result of the
function execution circuit 450 performing an operation
(for example, an image obtained by performing an oper-
ation), examinee data, or the like.
[0039] In the endoscope system 100 having the con-
figuration above, the scope 200 including one or more
buttons is an example of an endoscope including one or
more operation members. The external interface 300 in-
cluding one or more buttons that correspond to the one
or more buttons of the scope 200 is an example of an
external input device including one or more operation
members that correspond to the one or more operation
members of the endoscope. The scope connection de-
tection circuit 410 of the processor 400 is an example of
a connection detector that detects whether the endo-
scope including one or more operation members is con-
nected. The internal signal switching circuit 420 of the
processor 400 is an example of a signal selector that
selects an operation state signal that is input from the
endoscope when the connection detector detects that
the endoscope is connected, and that selects an opera-
tion state signal that is input from the external input device
including one or more operation members that corre-
spond to the one or more operation members of the en-
doscope when the connection detector detects that the
endoscope is not connected. The allocation information
storage area 431 of the non-volatile memory 430 of the
processor 400 is an example of an allocation information
storage unit that stores allocation information relating to
an operation that is allocated to each of the operation
members. Some functions of the CPU 441 of the FPGA
440 of the processor 400 are examples of an operation
instruction setting unit that sets an operation instruction
according to an operation state signal selected by the
signal selector in accordance with the operation state
signal selected by the signal selector and the allocation
information stored in the allocation information storage
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unit. The function execution circuit 450 of the processor
400 is an example of an operation execution unit that
executes an operation according to the operation instruc-
tion set by the operation instruction setting unit. The sam-
ple image storage area 432 of the non-volatile memory
430 of the processor 400 is an example of a sample image
storage unit that stores a sample image.
[0040] In the processor 400 of the endoscope system
100 having the configuration above, the following
processing is performed, for example, at the time of
checking an operation of the endoscope system 100 in
pre-examination preparation for endoscopy.
[0041] First, the scope connection detection circuit 410
detects whether the scope 200 is connected to the proc-
essor 400 (connection or non-connection of the scope
200).
[0042] Then, the internal signal switching circuit 420
switches an input signal according to a detection result
of the scope connection detection circuit 410. More spe-
cifically, when the scope connection detection circuit 410
detects that the scope 200 is connected, the internal sig-
nal switching circuit 420 switches an input signal in such
a way that an operation state signal that is input from the
scope 200 is output to the FPGA 440, and when the scope
connection detection circuit 410 detects that the scope
200 is not connected, the internal signal switching circuit
420 switches an input signal in such a way that an oper-
ation state signal that is input from the external interface
300 is output to the FPGA 440.
[0043] The CPU 441 of the FPGA 440 sets, in the reg-
ister 442, an operation instruction (an instruction to per-
form or not perform each operation) according to the op-
eration state signal that is output from the internal signal
switching circuit 420 in accordance with the operation
state signal and the allocation information stored in the
allocation information storage area 431 of the non-vola-
tile memory 430. In this case, when the scope connection
detection circuit 410 detects that the scope 200 is not
connected, and the operation instruction according to the
operation state signal that is output from the internal sig-
nal switching circuit 420 is an operation instruction that
needs an image obtained from the scope 200 (for exam-
ple, an instruction to perform releasing or the like), the
CPU 441 performs control so as to output, to the function
execution circuit 450, a sample image stored in the sam-
ple image storage area 432 of the non-volatile memory
430 as the image obtained from the scope 200.
[0044] The function execution circuit 450 that monitors
the register 442 of the FPGA 440 performs an operation
according to the operation instruction that has been set
in the register 442 (an operation that has been set to be
performed in the register 442). In this case, when the
scope connection detection circuit 410 detects that the
scope 200 is not connected, and the operation instruction
that has been set in the register 442 by the CPU 441 of
the FPGA 440 is an operation instruction that needs an
image obtained from the scope 200 (for example, an in-
struction to perform releasing or the like), the function

execution circuit 450 performs an operation according to
the operation instruction by using a sample image that
is output from the sample image storage area 432 of the
non-volatile memory 430. An execution result of the func-
tion execution circuit 450 is displayed on the monitor 500,
or is recorded in the image recording device 600.
[0045] As described above, by employing the proces-
sor 400 that is a signal processing device according to
the embodiment, even in a case in which the scope 200
is not connected to the processor 400 at the time of check-
ing an operation of the endoscope system 100 in pre-
examination preparation for endoscopy, when the exter-
nal interface 300 is connected to the processor 400, an
operation of the processor 400 that is performed accord-
ing to an operation performed on a button of the scope
200 can be performed by operating a corresponding but-
ton of the external interface 300. Accordingly, a conven-
tional problem can be solved wherein checking an oper-
ation of the endoscope system 100 cannot be completed
in pre-examination preparation because the scope 200
is not connected.
[0046] Various variations can be made to the endo-
scope system 100 including the processor 400 that is a
signal processing device according to the embodiment.
[0047] As an example, the following variation can be
made to the endoscope system 100 in such a way that
an examiner or the like can freely associate a button of
the external interface 300 with a desired button of a
scope.
[0048] In this case, the external interface 300 includes
the non-volatile memory 310 and the selector 320, as
illustrated in FIG. 2, for example. The non-volatile mem-
ory 310 stores respective pieces of identification infor-
mation (identification information A, identification infor-
mation B, and identification information C) of a plurality
of scopes (in this example, assume that the plurality of
scopes are three scopes, a scope A, a scope B, and a
scope B) . The selector 320 selects identification infor-
mation of one scope from among respective pieces of
identification information of the plurality of scopes that
are stored in the non-volatile memory 310, in accordance
with a prescribed operation that an examiner or the like
performs on the external interface 300.
[0049] The allocation information storage area 431 of
the non-volatile memory 430 of the processor 400 stores
allocation information relating to an operation that is al-
located to each of the buttons for each of the pieces of
identification information of the scopes, as illustrated in
FIG. 3, for example. In the example illustrated in FIG. 3,
NBI (rotating a turret for NBI), releasing, and freezing are
respectively allocated to a button A, a button B, and a
button C of the scope A that corresponds to the identifi-
cation information A. Pumping, electronic magnification,
and image enhancement are respectively allocated to a
button A, a button B, and a button C of the scope B that
corresponds to the identification information B. Focusing,
video recording, and capturing are respectively allocated
to a button A, a button B, and a button C of the scope C
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that corresponds to the identification information C.
[0050] An instruction to perform or not perform each
operation is set in the register 442 of the FPGA 440 of
the processor 400, as illustrated in FIG. 4, for example.
In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, an instruction to per-
form or not perform each of the operations, NBI (rotating
a turret for NBI), releasing, freezing, pumping, electronic
magnification, image enhancement, focusing, video re-
cording, and capturing, is set. In this example, "01" is set
as an instruction to perform an operation, and "00" is set
as an instruction to not perform an operation.
[0051] In the endoscope system 100 according to the
variation above, in a case in which a scope is not con-
nected to the processor 400 at the time of checking an
operation of the endoscope system 100 in pre-examina-
tion preparation for endoscopy, the following processing
is performed, for example.
[0052] First, in the external interface 300, the selector
320 selects identification information of a scope to be
used in the next examination in accordance with a pre-
scribed operation performed by an examiner or the like.
The selected identification information of the scope is
reported to the CPU 441 of the FPGA 440 of the proces-
sor 400.
[0053] In the processor 400, the scope connection de-
tection circuit 410 detects that a scope is not connected
to the processor 400 (non-connection of a scope).
[0054] Then, the internal signal switching circuit 420
switches an input signal according to a detection result
(non-connection of a scope) of the scope connection de-
tection circuit 410 in such a way that an operation state
signal that is input from the external interface 300 is out-
put from the FPGA 440.
[0055] The CPU 441 of the FPGA 440 sets, in the reg-
ister 442, an operation instruction of a scope of corre-
sponding identification information (an instruction to per-
form or not perform an operation that is allocated to each
of the buttons of the scope of the corresponding identifi-
cation information) according to the operation state signal
that is output from the internal signal switching circuit 420
in accordance with the operation state signal, the alloca-
tion information stored in the allocation information stor-
age area 431 of the non-volatile memory 430 (see FIG.
3), and the identification information of the scope that is
reported from the external interface 300. As an example,
in a case in which the identification information of the
scope that is reported from the external interface 300 is
the identification information A of the scope A, and a but-
ton of the external interface 300 that corresponds to the
button A of the scope A is depressed, NBI in the register
442 illustrated in FIG. 4 is set to "01". As another example,
in a case in which the identification information of the
scope that is reported from the external interface 300 is
the identification information B of the scope B, and a but-
ton of the external interface 300 that corresponds to the
button B of the scope B is depressed, electronic magni-
fication in the register 442 illustrated in FIG. 4 is set to
"01". In this case, in a case in which an operation instruc-

tion according to the operation state signal that is output
from the internal signal switching circuit 420 is an oper-
ation instruction that needs an image obtained from a
scope (for example, an instruction to perform the above
electronic magnification or the like), the CPU 441 per-
forms control so as to output, to the function execution
circuit 450, a sample image stored in the sample image
storage area 432 of the non-volatile memory 430 as the
image obtained from a scope.
[0056] The processing that follows is as described
above, and its description is omitted.
[0057] According to the variation above, an examiner
or the like can freely associate a button of the external
interface 300 with a desired button of a scope, and can
make the processor 400 perform an operation according
to an operation that is performed on the desired button
of the scope by operating the button of the external in-
terface 300.
[0058] In this variation, the non-volatile memory 310
of the external interface 300 is an example of an endo-
scope identification information storage unit that stores
respective pieces of endoscope identification information
of a plurality of endoscopes. The selector 320 of the ex-
ternal interface 300 is an example of an endoscope iden-
tification information selector that selects one piece of
endoscope identification information from among plural
pieces of endoscope identification information stored in
the endoscope identification information storage unit.
[0059] In the processor 400 that is a signal processing
device according to the embodiment, a further variation
may be made in such a way that the CPU 441 of the
FPGA 440 performs the following processing, for exam-
ple, in order to reduce a load on an examiner or the like
at the time of checking an operation of the endoscope
system 100 in pre-examination preparation.
[0060] FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
the processing content. This processing is processing
that is started, for example, after the function execution
circuit 450 performs an operation including an image re-
cording operation (for example, releasing, capturing, re-
cording, and the like) at the time of checking of an oper-
ation of the endoscope system 100 in pre-examination
preparation.
[0061] As illustrated in FIG. 5, when this processing is
started, the CPU 441 first determines whether a commu-
nication line (a communication path) to a recording de-
vice or a recording medium that is connected to the proc-
essor 400 is abnormal (S110) . The recording device that
is connected to the processor 400 is, for example, the
image recording device 600 above, or a recording device
that is connected to the processor 400 via a network. The
recording medium that is connected to the processor 400
is, for example, a universal serial bus (USB) memory. As
an example, when communication can be performed be-
tween the recording device or recording medium that is
connected to the processor 400 and the processor 400,
the determination result in S110 is Yes, and otherwise
the determination result is No. In a case in which the
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recording medium that is connected to the processor 400
is a recording medium that does not have a communica-
tion function (for example, a USB memory that does not
have a communication function), the determination result
in S110 is regarded as No, and processing is proceeded.
[0062] When the determination result in S110 is Yes,
the CPU 441 performs control so as to display, on the
monitor 500, an error report indicating that a communi-
cation line between the recording device or recording me-
dium that is connected to the processor 400 and the proc-
essor 400 is abnormal (S120).
[0063] When the determination result in S110 is No,
the CPU 441 determines whether the recording device
or recording medium that is connected to the processor
400 is uncoincident with a recording device or recording
medium that has been set to be an image recording des-
tination in the processor 400 (S130) . As an example,
when the image recording device 600 is connected to
the processor 400, in a case in which a USB memory
has been set to be an image recording destination in the
processor 400, both are uncoincident with each other,
and therefore the determination result is Yes.
[0064] When the determination result in S130 is Yes,
the CPU 441 performs control so as to display, on the
monitor 500, an error report indicating that the recording
device or recording medium that is connected to the proc-
essor 400 is uncoincident with a recording device or re-
cording medium that has been set to be an image record-
ing destination in the processor 400 (S140).
[0065] When the determination result in S130 is No,
the CPU 441 determines whether an image has failed to
be read from the recording device or recording medium
that is connected to the processor 400 (S150). In a case
in which the recording device or recording medium that
is connected to the processor 400 is connected to the
processor 400 via a communication line and a video sig-
nal line, it is determined in S150 whether the video signal
line between the recording device or recording medium
that is connected to the processor 400 and the processor
400 is abnormal.
[0066] When the determination result in S150 is Yes,
the CPU 441 performs control so as to display, on the
monitor 500, an error report indicating that an image has
failed to be read from the recording device or recording
medium that is connected to the processor 400 (or an
error report indicating that the video signal line between
the recording device or recording medium that is con-
nected to the processor 400 and the processor 400 is
abnormal) (S160).
[0067] When the determination result in S150 is No,
the CPU 441 determines whether a free recording space
of the recording device or recording medium that is con-
nected to the processor 400 is smaller than or equal to
a prescribed space (S170). The prescribed space is a
recording space that is smaller than a recording space
that is needed for at least one endoscopy.
[0068] When the determination result in S170 is Yes,
the CPU 441 performs control so as to display, on the

monitor 500, an error report indicating that the free re-
cording space of the recording device or recording me-
dium that is connected to the processor 400 is smaller
than or equal to a prescribed space (an error report in-
dicating that a free recording space is insufficient) (S180).
[0069] When the determination result in S170 is No,
the CPU 441 performs control so as to display, on the
monitor 500, a report indicating that image recording has
been normally performed (S190).
[0070] After S120, S140, S160, S180, or S190, this
processing is finished.
[0071] According to the variation above, an examiner
or the like can easily specify the cause of failure in image
recording at the time of checking an operation of the en-
doscope system 100 in pre-examination preparation, and
a load on the examiner or the like at the time of checking
the operation of the endoscope system 100 can be re-
duced.
[0072] In this variation, a function of the CPU 441 for
performing the processing illustrated in FIG. 5 is an ex-
ample of a determination unit that performs any one or
more of first determination of whether a communication
path to a connected recording device or recording medi-
um is abnormal, second determination of whether the
connected recording device or recording medium is un-
coincident with a recording device or recording medium
that has been set to be an image recording destination,
third determination of whether an image has failed to be
read from the connected recording device or recording
medium, and fourth determination of whether a free re-
cording space of the connected recording device or re-
cording medium is smaller than or equal to a prescribed
space, at the time of operation checking. The monitor
500 is an example of an error reporting unit that reports
an error when a result of any one of the first determination
to the fourth determination performed by the determina-
tion unit is true.
[0073] In this variation, as an example, the CPU 441
of the FPGA 440 may perform control so as to store a
determination result of determination processing per-
formed in the flowchart of FIG. 5 in a determination result
storage area included in the non-volatile memory 430,
and may further perform the following processing.
[0074] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
the processing content. This processing is processing
that is started, for example, before the function execution
circuit 450 performs an operation including an image re-
cording operation at the time of checking an operation of
the endoscope system 100 in pre-examination prepara-
tion.
[0075] As illustrated in FIG. 6, when this processing is
started, the CPU 441 first determines whether a previous
determination result has been stored in the determination
result storage area of the non-volatile memory 430
(S210).
[0076] When the determination result in S210 is Yes,
the CPU 441 determines whether all of the determination
results in the previous S110, S130, and S150 are No
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(false) in accordance with the previous determination re-
sult stored in the determination result storage area of the
non-volatile memory 430 (S220).
[0077] When the determination result in S220 is Yes,
the CPU 441 determines whether a determination result
in the previous S170 is No (false) in accordance with the
previous determination result stored in the determination
result storage area of the non-volatile memory 430
(S230).
[0078] When the determination result in S230 is Yes,
the CPU 441 controls the function execution circuit 450
to omit an image recording operation from an operation
including the image recording operation that the function
execution circuit 450 will perform next time, and also con-
trols the function execution circuit 450 to not perform the
processing in the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 5 after an
operation in which the image recording operation is omit-
ted (S240).
[0079] When the determination result in S230 is No,
the CPU 441 performs control to omit the processes of
S110 to S160 and to perform only the processes of S170
to S190 in the processing in the flowchart illustrated in
FIG. 5 that is performed after an operation including the
image recording operation that the function execution cir-
cuit 450 will perform next time (S250) . Namely, the CPU
441 performs control to only determine a free recording
space and perform processing according to a determi-
nation result.
[0080] When the determination result in S210 is No,
when the determination result in S220 is No, when the
process of S240 is performed, or when the process of
S250 is performed, this processing is finished. When the
determination result in S210 is No, or when the determi-
nation result in S220 is No, the operation including the
image recording operation that the function execution cir-
cuit 450 will perform next time is performed with no
change, and the processing in the flowchart illustrated in
FIG. 5 that is performed after the operation including the
image recording operation is also performed with no
change.
[0081] In the processing above, at the time of checking
an operation of the endoscope system 100 in pre-exam-
ination preparation, an examiner or the like does not need
to confirm the image recording operation or to confirm a
free recording space of a recording device or recording
medium that is connected to the processor 400 every
time an operation including the image recording opera-
tion is performed. Accordingly, a load on the examiner
or the like at the time of checking the operation of the
endoscope system 100 can be reduced. In addition, the
time needed to check the operation of the endoscope
system 100 can be reduced.
[0082] In this variation, the determination result stor-
age area included in the non-volatile memory 430 of the
processor 400 is an example of a determination result
storage unit that stores a result of any one or more of the
first determination to the fourth determination performed
by the determination unit.

[0083] In addition, a plurality of recording destinations,
such as a plurality of recording devices or a plurality of
recording media, or one or more recording devices and
one or more recording media, may be connected as im-
age recording destinations to the processor 400 that is
a signal processing device according to the embodiment.
In this case, the operation above that is performed on
one recording destination (for example, the image re-
cording device 600) may be performed on each of the
connected recording destinations.
[0084] The processor 400 that is a signal processing
device according to the embodiment may be configured
to be integrated with the external interface 300. In this
case, the external interface 300 is configured to be, for
example, a front panel of the processor 400.
[0085] The embodiment described above gives a spe-
cific example of the present invention in order to make
the invention easily understandable, and the present in-
vention is not limited to the embodiment described above.
Various variations or modifications can be made to the
present invention without departing from the spirit of the
present invention specified in the claims.

Explanation of Letters or Numerals

[0086]

100 Endoscope system
200 Scope
300 External interface
310 Non-volatile memory
320 Selector
400 Endoscope video processor
410 Scope connection detection circuit
420 Internal signal switching circuit
430 Non-volatile memory
431 Allocation information storage area
432 Sample image storage area
440 FPGA
441 CPU
442 Register
450 Function execution circuit
500 Monitor device
600 Image recording device

Claims

1. A signal processing device comprising:

a connection detector that detects whether an
endoscope including one or more operation
members is connected;
a signal selector that selects an operation state
signal that is input from the endoscope when the
connection detector detects that the endoscope
is connected, and that selects an operation state
signal that is input from an external input device
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including one or more operation members that
correspond to the one or more operation mem-
bers of the endoscope when the connection de-
tector detects that the endoscope is not connect-
ed;
an allocation information storage unit that stores
allocation information relating to an operation
that is allocated to each of the one or more op-
eration members;
an operation instruction setting unit that sets an
operation instruction according to the operation
state signal selected by the signal selector in
accordance with the operation state signal se-
lected by the signal selector and the allocation
information stored in the allocation information
storage unit; and
an operation execution unit that executes an op-
eration according to the operation instruction set
by the operation instruction setting unit.

2. The signal processing device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a sample image storage unit that stores a sam-
ple image, wherein
when the connection detector detects that the
endoscope is not connected, and the operation
instruction set by the operation instruction set-
ting unit is an operation instruction that needs
an image obtained from the endoscope, the op-
eration execution unit executes the operation
according to the operation instruction by using
the sample image stored in the sample image
storage unit.

3. The signal processing device according to claim 1
or 2, wherein
the external input device includes:

an endoscope identification information storage
unit that stores endoscope identification infor-
mation of each of a plurality of endoscopes; and
an endoscope identification information selector
that selects one piece of endoscope identifica-
tion information from among plural pieces of en-
doscope identification information stored in the
endoscope identification information storage
unit,

the allocation information storage unit stores the al-
location information relating to the operation that is
allocated to each of the one or more operation mem-
bers for each of the plural pieces of endoscope iden-
tification information, and
when the connection detector detects that the endo-
scope is not connected, the operation instruction set-
ting unit sets an operation instruction of correspond-
ing endoscope identification information according

to the operation state signal selected by the signal
selector in accordance with the operation state signal
selected by the signal selector, the allocation infor-
mation stored in the allocation information storage
unit, and the endoscope identification information
selected by the endoscope identification information
selector, the endoscope identification information
being input from the external input device.

4. The signal processing device according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, further comprising:

a determination unit that, at a time of operation
checking, performs any one or more of first de-
termination of whether a communication path to
a connected recording device or recording me-
dium is abnormal, second determination of
whether the connected recording device or re-
cording medium is uncoincident with a recording
device or recording medium that is set in ad-
vance to be an image recording destination, third
determination of whether an image has failed to
be read from the connected recording device or
recording medium, and fourth determination of
whether a free recording space of the connected
recording device or recording medium is smaller
than or equal to a prescribed space.

5. The signal processing device according to claim 4,
further comprising:

an error reporting unit that reports an error when
a result of any one of the first determination to
the fourth determination performed by the de-
termination unit is true.

6. The signal processing device according to claim 4
or 5, further comprising:

a determination result storage unit that stores a
result of any one or more of the first determina-
tion to the fourth determination performed by the
determination unit.

7. The signal processing device according to claim 6,
wherein
at a time of operation checking, when all results of
a previous first determination to a previous fourth
determination that are stored in the determination
result storage unit are false, an image recording op-
eration is omitted from an operation including the
image recording operation that the operation execu-
tion unit will execute next time.

8. The signal processing device according to claim 6
or 7, wherein
at the time of operation checking, when all results of
the previous first determination to a previous third
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determination that are stored in the determination
result storage unit are false, and when a result of the
previous fourth determination is true, the first deter-
mination to the third determination are not per-
formed, but the fourth determination is performed in
a next determination performed by the determination
unit.

9. A signal processing method performed by a signal
processing device, the signal processing method
comprising:

detecting whether an endoscope including one
or more operation members is connected;
selecting an operation state signal that is input
from the endoscope when it is detected that the
endoscope is connected, and selecting an op-
eration state signal that is input from an external
input device including one or more operation
members that correspond to the one or more
operation members of the endoscope when it is
detected that the endoscope is not connected;
setting an operation instruction according to the
selected operation state signal in accordance
with the selected operation state signal and al-
location information relating to an operation that
is allocated to each of the one or more operation
members; and
executing an operation according to the set op-
eration instruction.

19 20 



EP 3 257 428 A1

12



EP 3 257 428 A1

13



EP 3 257 428 A1

14



EP 3 257 428 A1

15



EP 3 257 428 A1

16



EP 3 257 428 A1

17



EP 3 257 428 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 257 428 A1

19

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2001087222 A [0007]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

