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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to a tensioner, and more particularly, to a tensioner having a first pivot arm and a second
pivot arm mounted to a base, a flexible member trained between the first pivot arm and the second pivot arm so the
pivot arms move in a coordinated manner, and a tensioner assembly mounted to the base engaging the flexible member.

Background of the Invention

[0002] In most belt drive applications the ability to maintain proper belt tension is important to ensure power transmission
without slippage of the belt. The lowest tension span in a belt drive is commonly referred to as the slack side span.
Tensioners are traditionally positioned on the slack side span of a belt drive and are tasked with maintaining the proper
minimum belt tension in this span. Using the belt rotation direction as a guide, this span is the span located just after
the power providing pulley or crankshaft in this case. For instance, as the crankshaft rotates, the slack side span will be
the span where the belt has just left the crankshaft pulley and the tight side span will be the span approaching the
crankshaft pulley.
[0003] Belt alternator starter (BAS) systems utilize an alternator that also functions as motor. This is sometimes referred
to as a motor-generator. The operation of the BAS system is such that when the engine is running, the alternator primarily
behaves in a traditional manner and the belt is loaded normally with the power being provided by the engine crankshaft
pulley and loaded by the alternator. In BAS systems the drive is typically arranged to position the alternator as the next
accessory after the belt passes over the crankshaft. In this arrangement, the belt tensioner should be located between
the crankshaft pulley and the alternator. The tensioner is located just before the alternator using the belt rotation direction
as a guide.
[0004] BAS systems bring a unique problem to the belt drive. The alternator acts as both a load on the belt drive and
a power provider for the belt drive. The BAS system alternator is used to start the engine and the alternator is used to
provide power to the engine. In start instances, the alternator pulley becomes a power provider for the drive. This typically
transforms the location of the slack span in the drive to the span following the alternator pulley. Additionally, the tight
side span is now the span between the alternator and the crankshaft. Since a traditional tensioner is designed to simply
maintain a minimum level of slack side tension, the now high tension in the belt at the tensioner location causes extreme
movement of the tensioner. Additionally, this situation creates the need for a second tensioner in a location on the new
slack side span.
[0005] The traditional approach to solving this problem is to create a belt drive with two tensioners. This second
tensioner is typically a tensioner with high resistance to movement away from the belt. The second tensioner is often
an expensive hydraulic tensioner. This two tensioner arrangement also requires an excessively long belt to accommodate
the multiple tensioners in the drive. This often results in an expensive solution.
[0006] Representative of the art is US patent no. 7,494,434 which discloses an accessory drive for an engine with a
belt driven starter generator adapted for driving and being driven by the engine. In an exemplary embodiment, the drive
includes a first engine drive pulley and a second starter drive pulley. A drive belt engages the drive pulleys for driving
either pulley from the other. A dual belt tensioner made as a preassembled unit has a carrier with a central pivot mounted
to the engine and first and second carrier arms extending radially from the central pivot. A first tensioner mounted on
the first arm carries a first tensioner pulley biased against a first belt run adjacent the second drive pulley that is slack
during engine starting. A second tensioner pulley carried on the second arm is biased against a second belt run adjacent
the second drive pulley that is taut during engine starting A hydraulic strut connected to the second arm, and preferably
included in the preassembled unit, provides moderate biasing for the second tensioner pulley during normal engine
operation and velocity sensitive resistance, to increased belt forces, that limits reactive movement of the second tensioner
pulley during engine starting and transient engine operation. The closest prior art document US 2012/318589 A1 discloses
a system for maintaining tension in a drive belt comprising a first belt tensioner that comprises a first pulley mounted on
a first lever arm, and a second belt tensioner that comprises a second pulley mounted on a second lever arm. The first
belt tensioner is configured and positioned to bias the first pulley against the drive belt at a first location following a
departure of the drive belt from a pulley coupled to a motor-generator unit and to thereby maintain tension on the drive
belt during both driving and driven modes of the motor-generator unit. The second belt tensioner is configured and
positioned to bias the second pulley against the drive belt at a second location prior to an approach of the drive belt
toward the pulley and to thereby maintain tension on the drive belt at the second location during both driving and driven
modes.
[0007] What is needed is a tensioner having a first pivot arm and a second pivot arm mounted to a base, a flexible
member trained between the first pivot arm and the second pivot arm so the pivot arms move in a coordinated manner,
and a tensioner assembly mounted to the base engaging the flexible member. The present invention meets this need.
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Summary of the Invention

[0008] The present invention provides a tensioner as recited in the claims.
[0009] Other aspects of the invention will be pointed out or made obvious by the following description of the invention
and the accompanying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0010] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and form a part of the specification, illustrate preferred
embodiments of the present invention, and together with a description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.

Figure 1 is a top perspective view of the device.
Figure 2 is a cross-section view of the device.
Figure 3 is an exploded view of the device.
Figure 4 is a detail of a damping assembly.
Figure 5 is an exploded view of the damping assembly in Figure 4.
Figure 6 is a detail of a damping assembly.
Figure 7 is an exploded view of the damping assembly in Figure 6.
Figure 8 is a top perspective view of a synchronous tensioner assembly.
Figure 9 is an exploded view of the synchronous tensioner assembly in Figure 8.
Figure 10 is an exploded view of an idler assembly.
Figure 11 is an exploded view of an idler assembly.
Figure 12A is a detail of a pivot arm.
Figure 12B is a detail of a pivot arm.
Figure 13A is a detail of a pivot arm.
Figure 13B is a detail of a pivot arm.
Figure 14 is a top perspective view of the internals of the device.
Figure 15 is a detail of the device in an operating position on an engine.
Figure 16 shows the orientation of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 and the hub load in the at rest position.
Figure 17A is a detail of the pivot arm load conditions.
Figure 17B is a detail of the pivot arm load conditions.
Figure 18 shows the orientation of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 and the hub load in the alternator starting mode
position.
Figure 19 is a detail of a clutch spring.
Figure 20 is a detail of a clutch spring.
Figure 21 is a detail of the base.
Figure 22A illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition.
Figure 22B illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition.
Figure 22C illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition.
Figure 22D illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition.
Figure 23 is an underside view of the tensioner assembly in Figure 8.
Figure 24 is a detail of a tensioner spring.
Figure 25 is a detail of the base.
Figure 26 is a rear detail of the tensioner mounted to the alternator.
Figure 27 is a rear top view detail of the tensioner mounted to the alternator.
Figure 28 is a bottom view of the tensioner arm.
Figure 29 is a perspective view of section 29-29 from Figure 2.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

[0011] Figure 1 is a top perspective view of the device. The inventive tensioner 1000 comprises a first tensioner
assembly 501 and a second tensioner assembly 502 each pivotally mounted to a base 1.
[0012] Figure 2 is a cross-section view of the device. Extending from base 1 is shaft 2 and shaft 22. Pivot arm 5 is
pivotally journalled to shaft 2 through a bushing 6. The pivot axis of pivot arm 5 is coaxial with shaft 2. Pivot arm 55 is
pivotally journalled to shaft 22 through a bushing 66. The pivot axis of pivot arm 55 is coaxial with shaft 22. Shaft 2 and
shaft 22 are not coaxial. The pivot axis of arm 5 is not coaxial with the pivot axis of arm 55.
[0013] Clutch spring 3 is engaged between damping assembly 4 and base 1. Clutch spring 33 is engaged between
damping assembly 44 and base 1. Pulley 101 is journalled to pivot arm 55 through bearing 102. Pulley 10 is journalled



EP 3 102 850 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

to pivot arm 5 through bearing 12. Clutch spring 3 and clutch spring 33 are used to activate the damping function.
[0014] Fastener 14 and fastener 144 retain cover 9 on base 1. Arm 5 is retained on base 1 by retaining ring 7. Tensioner
assembly 15 is retained on base 1 by cover 9. Cover 9 protects the internal components from debris.
[0015] Figure 3 is an exploded view of the device. Washer 120 is disposed between retaining ring 7 and bushing 6.
Washer 122 is disposed between retaining ring 77 and bushing 66. Arm 5 pivots about bushing 6 and bushing 661. Arm
55 pivots about bushing 660 and bushing 66. Fastener 13 engages arm 5. Fastener 133 engages arm 55.
[0016] Figure 4 is a detail of a damping assembly. Figure 5 is an exploded view of the damping assembly in Figure
4. Damping assembly 4 comprises damping shoe 41 and damping ring 42. Damping ring 42 is coaxial with damping
shoe 41. Damping ring 42 is cylindrical in shape with a gap 421 in an axial direction. Damping ring 42 has a plurality of
tabs 420 and 430 projecting inwardly for containing damping shoe 41. Damping shoe 41 is cylindrical in shape with a
gap 410 in an axial direction. The outer surface 422 of damping ring 42 frictionally engages inner surface 51 of pivot arm 5.
[0017] Figure 6 is a detail of a damping assembly. Figure 7 is an exploded view of the damping assembly in Figure
6. Damping assembly 44 comprises damping shoe 441 and damping ring 442. Damping ring 442 is coaxial with damping
shoe 441. Damping ring 442 is cylindrical in shape with a gap 4440 extending axially. Damping ring 442 has a plurality
of tabs 4420 and tabs 4430 projecting inward for containing damping shoe 441. Damping shoe 441 is cylindrical in shape
with a gap 4410 extending axially. The outer surface 4421 of damping ring 442 frictionally engages inner surface 551
of pivot arm 55.
[0018] Figure 8 is a top perspective view of a tensioner assembly. Figure 9 is an exploded view of the tensioner
assembly in Figure 8. Synchronous tensioner assembly 15 comprises a rotatable belt guide 151, fastener 152, arm 153
and spring 154. Belt guide 151 is journalled to arm 153 by shaft 155. Shaft 155 engages hole 1532 in arm 153. Arm 153
is pivotally attached to base 1 by fastener 152. Spring 154 is fixedly attached to arm 153 by tab 1530 and tab 1531, see
Figure 28. Spring 154 acts as a biasing member to apply a torque to arm 153, which then applies load to belt 8. Figure
23 is an underside view of the tensioner assembly in Figure 8. Figure 24 is a detail of a tensioner spring. Figure 25 is a
detail of the base. Spring end 1540 is engaged between tab 912 and tab 913 in base 1 which prevents rotation of spring
154 when loaded, see Figure 21 and Figure 25.
[0019] Shaft 2 is fixedly attached to base 1. Clutch spring 3 is fixedly attached to base 6 through tang 31 which engages
slot 911 of base 1, see Figure 19 and Figure 21. Pivot arm 5 and bushing 6 and bushing 661 are journalled to shaft 2
through bore 54. Washer 120 is coaxial with shaft 2. Retaining ring 7 is fixedly located on shaft 2 in groove 21. Damping
assembly 4 is coaxial with pivot arm 5.
[0020] Shaft 22 is fixedly attached to base 1. Clutch spring 33 is attached to base 1 through tang 331 which engages
slot 910, see Figure 20 and Figure 21. Pivot arm 55 and bushing 66 and bushing 660 are pivotally attached to shaft 22
through bore 554. Washer 122 is coaxial with shaft 22. Retaining ring 77 is fixedly located on shaft 22 in groove 221.
Retaining ring 7 retains arm 5 on shaft 2. Retaining ring 7 is fixedly located on shaft 2 in groove 21. Retaining ring 77
retains arm 55 on shaft 22. Damping assembly 44 is coaxial with pivot arm 55. Damping assembly 44 frictionally engages
pivot arm damping surface 551.
[0021] Figure 10 is a detail of an idler assembly. Figure 11 is a detail of an idler assembly. Pulley 10 is journalled to
bearing 12. Bearing 12 is journalled to pivot arm 5 on surface 53. Pulley 101 is journalled to bearing 102. Bearing 102
is journalled to pivot arm 55 on surface 553.
[0022] Figure 12A is a detail of a pivot arm. Figure 12B is a detail of a pivot arm. Figure 13A is a detail of a pivot arm.
Figure 13B is a detail of a pivot arm. Pivot arm bearing mounting surface 53 receives bearing 12 and is not coaxial with
pivot arm bore 54, see bearing axis (A) and pivot axis (B) respectively. Pivot arm bearing mounting surface 553 receives
bearing 102 and is not coaxial with pivot arm bore 554. Bore 54 engages shaft 2 which receives fastener 13. Bore 554
engages shaft 22 which receives fastener 133.
[0023] Pivot arm 5 pivots about the pivot axis (A). Bearing 12 rotates about the bearing axis (B). Bearing axis (B) and
pivot axis (A) are not coaxial, and instead are offset from each other by a distance (X).
[0024] Pivot arm 55 pivots about the pivot axis (A2). Bearing 102 rotates about the bearing axis (B2). Bearing axis
(B2) and the pivot axis (A2) are not coaxial, and instead are offset from each other by a distance (Y).
[0025] Belt 8 engages sprocket 52 and sprocket 552 on pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 respectively. Belt 8 may be
toothed, but may also comprise any flexible member suitable for bearing a tensile load. Sprocket 52 and sprocket 552
are each toothed to positively engage belt 8.
[0026] Figure 14 is a top perspective view of the internals of the device. Belt 8 engages tensioner assembly 15. All
tensile loads in belt 8 and in belt 200 are imparted by tensioner assembly 15. Rotation of pivot arm 5 causes movement
of belt 8 which in turn causes movement in a synchronized or coordinated manner of pivot arm 55 in the same rotational
direction as pivot arm 5. Rotation of pivot arm 55 causes movement of belt 8 which in turn causes movement in a
synchronized or coordinated manner of pivot arm 5 in the same rotational direction as pivot arm 55, as well. Hence, in
operation pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 move substantially simultaneously by action of belt 8.
[0027] A "synchronized" movement may be described as a movement of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 wherein each
pivot arm rotates at substantially the same time through substantially the same angle. A "coordinated" movement may
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be described as a movement of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 wherein each pivot arm rotates at substantially the same
time, but not through an identical angle for both pivot arms. Rotation of the pivot arms through non-identical angles may
be caused by stretch of belt 8 for example, as explained herein, see Figure 22.
[0028] Figure 15 is a detail of the device in an operating position on an engine. In a typical asynchronous accessory
belt drive system (ABDS) the inventive device 1000 is arranged such as shown in Figure 15. Tensioner 1000 is mounted
to the alternator 203 using fasteners 13 and 133. Belt 200 is routed around a crankshaft pulley 201, alternator pulley
202 and tensioner pulley 10 and pulley 101. This arrangement disposes the belt spans on either side of alternator pulley
202. Tension in belt 200 is maintained by operation of tensioner 1000 and the position of pulley 10 and pulley 101. Belt
200 is typically a multi-ribbed belt known in the art, namely, it comprises multiple ribs running in the longitudinal or
endless direction.
[0029] The position of pivot arm 5 and thus pulley 10 is controlled by belt 8. The position of pivot arm 55 and thus
pulley 101 is also controlled by belt 8. Tension in belt 8 is controlled by the position of pulley 10 and pulley 101. Tension
in belt 8 is maintained by tensioner assembly 15. The span of belt 8 that engages tensioner assembly 15 is the tight
side span of belt 8. The remaining span 81 of belt 8 does not require any tensioning. The tension in belt 8 creates torque
on pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 through its engagement with sprocket 52 and sprocket 552 respectively.
[0030] Figure 16 shows the orientation of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 and the hub load in the "at rest" position. When
the engine accessory drive is in the at rest position, the tension in belt 200 is equalized throughout the belt. Tension of
belt 200 in this condition is the initial belt tension and it is established by the inventive tensioner. Pivot arm 5 and pivot
arm 55 are each urged to rotate into belt 200 due to the torque induced on them by the tension in belt 8 caused by
tensioner assembly 15 bearing on belt 8. The tension in belt 8 causes pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 to rotate until the
torque is opposed equally by the torque created by the hub load from belt 200. The belt 200 hub load acts against pivot
arm 5 and pivot arm 55 through the center axis of bearing 12 and bearing 102 respectively. This causes a torque to be
induced on each pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 based on the direction of the load on the respective arm and the effective
arm length. Each pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 will rotate until the hub load torque is equal and opposite the belt 8 torque
on the respective pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55.
[0031] The length of the moment arm from belt 8 acting on pivot arm 5 is equal to © the pitch diameter of sprocket 52
(for example, 26.3mm). The length of the moment arm acting on pivot arm 5 from the belt 200 hub load is equal to the
arm length times the sine of the angle of the force to the pivot arm 5 which is referred to as the effective arm length.
Figure 17A is a detail of the pivot arm load conditions. Figure 17B is a detail of the pivot arm load conditions.
[0032] The length of the moment arm of belt 8 acting on pivot arm 55 is equal to © the pitch diameter of sprocket 552
(for example, 26.3mm). The length of the moment arm acting on pivot arm 55 from the belt 200 hub load is equal to the
arm length times the sine of the angle of the force to the pivot arm 55 which is also referred to as the effective arm length.
[0033] In a belt drive, when the torsion angle of a belt around a pulley is 60 degrees the hub load created by the tension
in the belt is roughly equal to the tension in the belt. For instance, if the tension in each span of the belt is 100N, then
the hub load on a pivot arm 5 would equal 100N when the torsion angle is 60 degrees.
[0034] The torque created in pivot arm 5 is then the hub load 100N times the effective arm length. If the effective arm
length is 7mm, then the torque on pivot arm 5 from the hub load is 100N x 0.007m = 0.70 Nm.
[0035] The tension in belt 8 would then need to be 0.7 Nm/0.0263m = 26.6N to create an equal and opposite torque
on pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55.
[0036] As can be seen from the previous example, the tension in belt 8 need only be roughly ¨ that of the belt 200
slack side tension. This is the ratio of the effective arm length to the radius of sprocket 52 and sprocket 552.
[0037] Figure 18 shows the orientation of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 and the hub load in the alternator starting mode
position. During a starting event in which the alternator becomes the driver pulley in the system instead of the crankshaft,
the upper span (C) in Figure 18 becomes the slack side span and the lower belt span (D) the tight side span. If the
alternator supplies 60Nm of torque for a starting event, the tight side tension must rise to a level capable of supporting
this level of power transmission. During a start event, the lower pivot arm 55 is forced to rotate by the increased tension
in belt 200. The tension in belt 200 rises to a level that is sufficient to start the engine rotating, that is, driving the crankshaft.
[0038] In belt drives, the ratio of the tight side tension to the slack side tension about a pulley is known as the tension
ratio. To maintain proper belt function in an ABDS drive, it is necessary that the tension ratio be approximately 5.
[0039] For a starting event requiring 60Nm torque supplied by the alternator, the difference in tension about the
alternator pulley required to create 60Nm torque is: 

Where T2 = tight side tension
T1 = slack side tension
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R = pulley radius = 0.030m solving for ΔT:

[0040] It is known that the slack side tension must be such that a tension ratio of 5 is maintained for proper ABDS
system funtion. So: 

[0041] It is known that 

[0042] Solving for T2 in Eq. 3 

[0043] Substituting into Eq. 2 and solving for T1 

[0044] Substituting back into Eq. 2 

[0045] The high tension in the tight side span (T2) (see (D) Figure 18) during the starting event causes the hub load
acting on pivot arm 55 to create a torque that causes the arm to rotate to a position where the arm direction is essentially
parallel with the direction of the hub load, see Figure 18. This has the effect of temporarily transforming tensioner
assembly 502 into a fixed idler. The amount of rotation of tensioner assembly 502 pivot arm 55 is approximately 65
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degrees.
[0046] The arrangement of pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 is such that as each rotates toward belt 200 the movement
of pulley 10 and pulley 101 respectively toward the belt 200 per degree of rotation is greater than when each pivot arm
rotates away from belt 200. This requires that the angle of rotation of the slack side tensioner assembly 501 be less than
that moved by the tight side tensioner assembly 502 in order to maintain the same belt length. Table 1 shows the amount
of rotation of each pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 during a starting event with no belt stretch.

[0047] Since belt 200 stretches due to loading, the slack side pivot arm 5 must compensate for this stretch. Assuming
the amount of belt stretch due to loading is 3 mm, the slack side tensioner must rotate an additional 30 degrees to take
up this additional belt length. Table 2 shows the amount of rotation of each pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 during a starting
event and includes the information taking belt stretch into account.

[0048] As can be seen in Table 2, the slack side tensioner pivot arm 5 must rotate an additional 30 degrees to account
for the stretch of belt 200. Figure 22A illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition. Figure 22B illustrates
pivot arm position during an operating condition. Figure 22C illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition.
Figure 22D illustrates pivot arm position during an operating condition.
[0049] Additionally, the arrangement is such that the slack side pivot arm 5 effective arm length is reduced as it moves
toward belt 200. This reduction in effective arm length enables the inventive device to increase slack side tension and
thus increase the overall belt 200 tension during events such as alternator starting. This is accomplished because the
tension in belt 8 is controlled via the tensioner assembly 15. Tensioner assembly 15 induces a torque on pivot arm 5
that must be opposed by the hub load of belt 200 as previously described. Fifty-Five degrees of rotation of the slack
side pivot arm 5 reduces its effective arm length from 7mm to 4.2mm.
[0050] Since tensioner assembly 15 controls the tension in belt 8 and thereby belt 200, it controls the torque in pivot
arm 5. The rotation angle of pivot arm 5 is less than the rotation angle of pivot arm 55 by 10 degrees. This effectively
shortens the span of belt 8 acting upon tensioner assembly 15, thereby causing rotation of tensioner assembly 15. The
rotation of tensioner assembly 15 causes the tension in belt 8 to increase. Increasing tension in belt 8 increases the
torque on pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55. The hub load force creating the opposing torque on pivot arm 5 and pivot arm
55 must increase to reach equilibrium.
[0051] To calculate the tension on belt 200 which is approximately equal to the hub load as previously shown, one
simply divides the torque on pivot arm 5 from belt 8 by the new effective arm length. The new tension in belt 8 is 81N.
The torque on pivot arm 5 from belt 8 is 2.13Nm. The tension in belt 200 is 2.13Nm/0.0042m = 507N. This tension is
above the minimum slack side tension (T1) calculated earlier and creates the proper overall belt tension. The inventive
device’s ability to increase slack side tension is advantageous in that it allows overall initial tensions to be reduced which
is beneficial for belt life and accessory life.
[0052] Hence, for a 60Nm starting event, the inventive device provides the minimum 500N slack side tension. For a
60Nm regenerative braking event, the inventive device provides the minimum 500N slack side tension. For no load
situations, the inventive device provides reduced slack side tension of 100N. For medium load situations such as 20Nm
alternator load, the inventive device provides the necessary slack side tension of 167N.
[0053] Please note that all numeric values used in this description are only examples used for the purpose of illustration
and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention.
[0054] Damping belt vibration is also an important function of tensioners. Damping is most often accomplished by
creating resistance to movement in the tensioner pivot arm. It is generally considered advantageous to have asymmetric
damping in ABDS tensioners. Asymmetric damping is a condition where resistance to tensioner arm movement differs

Table 1

Position Belt length Δ  angle Top Arm 5 Δ  angle Bottom Arm 55

Nominal (no load) 884.2mm - -

Alternator starting 884.2mm 25° 65°

Table 2

Position Belt length Δ  angle Top Arm 5 Δ  angle Bottom Arm 55

Nominal (no load) 884.2mm - -

Alternator start (no stretch) 884.2mm 25° 65°

Alternator start (with stretch) 887.2mm 55° 65°
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depending on the direction of tensioner pivot arm movement.
[0055] Figure 19 is a detail of a clutch spring. Figure 20 is a detail of a clutch spring. Damping in the inventive tensioner
is created through the interaction of damping assembly 4 with clutch spring 3 and pivot arm 5, and by interaction of
damping assembly 44 with clutch spring 33 and pivot arm 55. Clutch spring 3 is a right hand wind and clutch spring 33
is a left hand wind. Clutch spring 3 is attached to base 1 through the engagement of tang 31 into slot 911. Clutch spring
33 is attached to base 1 through the engagement of tang 331 into slot 910, see Figure 21. Figure 21 is a detail of the base.
[0056] Clutch spring 3 acts as a one way clutch against damping assembly 4. Clutch spring 3 limits damping assembly
4 so it will only rotate freely in the direction in which the pivot arm 5 rotates toward the belt 200. Damping assembly 4
is configured such that damping shoe 41 creates outward pressure on damping ring 42 which in turn is forced outward
into contact with damping surface 51 of pivot arm 5. The normal force created by this outward pressure combines with
the friction coefficient of damping ring 42 on the pivot arm 5 to create a frictional force resisting movement between
damping assembly 4 and pivot arm 5. The friction force causes damping assembly 4 to urge pivot arm 5 to rotate
whenever damping assembly 4 rotates.
[0057] Clutch spring 33 acts as a one way clutch against damping assembly 44. Clutch spring 33 limits damping
assembly 44 so it will only rotate freely in the direction in which pivot arm 55 rotates toward the belt 200. Damping
assembly 44 is configured such that damping shoe 441 creates outward pressure on damping ring 442 which in turn is
forced outward into contact with damping surface 551 of pivot arm 55. The normal force created by this outward pressure
combines with the friction coefficient of damping ring 442 on pivot arm 55 to create a frictional force resisting movement
between the damping assembly 44 and pivot arm 55. The friction force causes damping assembly 44 to cause pivot
arm 55 to rotate whenever damping assembly 44 rotates.
[0058] During vehicle operation in which the tight span of belt 200 is engaged with tensioner assembly 15, as belt 200
tension increases, the torque exerted by the hub load on pivot arm 5 increases causing pivot arm 5 to rotate away from
belt 200. During this movement away from belt 200, clutch spring 3 locks against damping assembly 4 eliminating the
ability of damping ring 4 to rotate with pivot arm 5, which stops pivot arm 5 from rotating. Pivot arm 5 can then only rotate
after the torque caused by the increasing hub load exceeds the resistance from damping assembly 4. In addition, the
tension in the slack side span of belt 200 drops and the respective pivot arm 55 moves into belt 200. Since in this direction
of rotation the clutch spring 33 clutch releases, pivot arm 55 freely rotates and thereby maintains proper slack span belt
tension.
[0059] During vehicle operation in which the tight span is against tensioner assembly 502, as belt 200 tension increases,
the torque exerted by the hub load on pivot arm 55 increases causing the arm to rotate away from belt 200. During this
movement away from belt 200, clutch spring 33 locks against damping assembly 44 eliminating the ability of damping
assembly 44 to rotate with pivot arm 55, thereby stopping pivot arm 55. Pivot arm 55 can only rotate after the torque
caused by the increasing hub load exceeds the resistance from damping assembly 44. In addition, the tension in the
slack side span of belt 200 drops and the respective pivot arm 5 moves into belt 200. Since in this direction of rotation
the clutch spring 3 clutch releases pivot arm 5, pivot arm 5 freely rotates and thereby maintains proper slack span belt
tension in belt 200.
[0060] The rotational resistance of pivot arm 5 caused by damping assembly 4 acting with clutch spring 3 creates a
greater resistance to movement in one direction than the other. The unequal resistance to rotation creates asymmetric
damping in tensioner assembly 501.
[0061] The rotational resistance of pivot arm 55 caused by damping assembly 44 acting with clutch spring 33 creates
greater resistance to movement in one direction than the other. This unequal resistance to rotation creates asymmetric
damping in tensioner assembly 502.
[0062] BAS systems also operate in normal modes in which the alternator loads the crankshaft pulley through belt
200, for example, when the alternator is generating electrical power.
[0063] BAS systems also operate in modes in which the alternator is used to highly load the crankshaft pulley and in
turn assist vehicle breaking, also referred to as regenerative braking. In regenerative braking events the loading of the
belt is opposite of that described above in the alternator starting event. In this case the function of the inventive tensioner
is merely switched such that the tight span of belt 200 bears on tensioner assembly 501 and the slack side span of belt
200 bears on tensioner assembly 502.
[0064] Further embodiments include, but are not limited to, sprocket 52 and sprocket 552 are each individually or in
combination, non-circular in shape. Each sprocket 52 and sprocket 552 can be non-coaxial with pivot arm 5 and pivot
arm 55 pivot axis respectively. Sprocket 52 and sprocket 552 can be eccentric to pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 and each
can have a different offset respectively. Pivot arm 5 can have a different eccentric offset from pivot arm 55. Sprocket 52
and sprocket 552 can be different diameter. Belt 8 need not be an endless plurality of evenly spaced teeth, namely, belt
8 can have ends wherein span 81 is not present. Belt 8 need not be an endless plurality of evenly spaced teeth but
rather only needs to be toothed at the interface with sprocket 52 and sprocket 552. Belt 8 can be a flexible endless
member such as a flat belt, strap, rope or cable capable of carrying a tensile load. Belt 8 can be a rigid bar hinged near
tensioner assembly 15. Belt 8 can be replaced by a compressible member representing span 81 of belt 8.
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[0065] Figure 26 is a rear detail of the tensioner mounted to the alternator. Fastener 13 and fastener 133 are used to
attach the tensioner 1000 to an alternator 203.
[0066] Figure 27 is a rear top view detail of the tensioner mounted to the alternator.
[0067] Figure 28 is a bottom view of the tensioner arm. End 1541 of spring 154 engages between tab 1530 and tab
1531 on pivot arm 153.
[0068] Figure 29 is a perspective view of section 29-29 in Figure 2. Damping assembly 4 frictionally engages surface
51 of pivot arm 5. Damping assembly 44 frictionally engages surface 551 of pivot arm 55. Clutch spring 3 frictionally
engages damping shoe 41. Clutch spring 33 frictionally engages damping shoe 441. Clutch spring 3 and clutch spring
33 are each loaded in the unwinding direction, which means the diameter of each expands as the imparted load increases.
Expansion of clutch spring 3 presses damping shoe 41 against damping ring 42 which in turn presses against surface
51, which slows or stops rotation of pivot arm 5. Expansion of clutch spring 33 presses damping shoe 441 against
damping ring 442 which in turn presses against surface 551, which slows or stops rotation of pivot arm 55.
[0069] For example, if belt 8 moves in direction (M1), clutch spring 3 will be loaded in the winding direction and therefore
will not resist rotation of pivot arm 5. However, clutch spring 33 will be loaded in the unwinding direction and therefore
damping assembly 44 will resist rotation of pivot arm 55.
[0070] If belt 8 moves in direction (M2), clutch spring 3 will be loaded in the unwinding direction and therefore will
resist rotation of pivot arm 5. However, clutch spring 33 will be loaded in the winding direction and therefore damping
assembly 44 will not resist rotation of pivot arm 55.
[0071] Tensioner assembly 15 will maintain load in belt 8 regardless of the direction of movement of belt 8. Tensioner
assembly 15 will maintain load in belt 200 through each pivot arm 5 and pivot arm 55 regardless of the direction of
movement of belt 200.

Claims

1. A tensioner comprising:

a base (1);
a first tensioner assembly (501) mounted to the base (1), the first tensioner assembly (501) comprising a first
pivot arm (5) and a first damping assembly (4) configured to frictionally restrict movement of the first pivot arm
(5) in a first predetermined direction, a first pulley (10) journalled to the first pivot arm (5);
a second tensioner assembly (502) mounted to the base (1), the second tensioner assembly (502) comprising
a second pivot arm (55) and a second damping assembly (44) configured to frictionally restrict movement of
the second pivot arm (55) in a second predetermined direction, a second pulley (101) journalled to the second
pivot arm (55);
a flexible member (8) engaged between the first tensioner assembly (501) and the second tensioner assembly
(502), the flexible member (8) configured to control movement of the first tensioner assembly (501) and the
second tensioner assembly (502); and
a third tensioner (15) mounted to the base (1) and engaged with the flexible member (8), characterized in that:

the first damping assembly (4) comprises a first clutch spring (3) engaged with the base (1), the first clutch
spring (3) loaded in an unwinding direction; and
the second damping assembly (44) comprises a second clutch spring (33) engaged with the base (1), the
second clutch spring (33) loaded in an unwinding direction.

2. The tensioner of claim 1, wherein:

the first pivot arm (5) is pivotally engaged to the base (1) ;
the second pivot arm (55) is pivotally engaged to the base (1);
the flexible member (8) comprises a flexible tensile member having a toothed engagement with the first pivot
arm (5) and a toothed engagement with the second pivot arm (55) whereby the first pivot arm (5) and the second
pivot arm (55) move in a coordinated manner; and
the third tensioner (15) is pivotally engaged to the base (1).

3. The tensioner as in claim 2 wherein:

the first damping assembly (4) exerts a greater damping force on the first pivot arm (5) in a first direction than
a second direction; and
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the second damping assembly (44) exerts a greater damping force on the second pivot arm (55) in a first
direction than a second direction.

4. The tensioner as in claim 2 mounted to an alternator (203) .

5. The tensioner as in claim 1 or 3, wherein the first clutch spring (3) is wound in a direction opposite that of the second
clutch spring (33).

6. The tensioner as in claim 5, wherein the third tensioner (15) comprises a torsion spring (154).

7. The tensioner as in claim 1 or 2, wherein:

the first pivot arm (5) comprises a bore (54) for receiving a fastener (13); and
the second pivot arm (55) comprises a bore (554) for receiving a fastener (133).

8. The tensioner as in claim 1 or 2, wherein the flexible member (8) comprises a toothed belt.

9. The tensioner as in claim 5, wherein the first damping assembly (4) comprises a first damping shoe (41) disposed
radially inward of a first damping ring (42), the first damping shoe (41) engagable with the first clutch spring (3), the
first damping ring (42) engaged with the first pivot arm (5) .

10. The tensioner as in claim 1, wherein the first damping assembly (4) comprises a first damping shoe (41) disposed
radially inward of a first damping ring (42), the first damping shoe (41) engagable with the first clutch spring (3).

11. The tensioner as in claim 5, wherein the second damping assembly (44) comprises a second damping shoe (441)
disposed radially inward of a second damping ring (442), the second damping shoe (441) engagable with the second
clutch spring (33), the second damping ring (442) engaged with the second pivot arm (55).

12. The tensioner as in claim 1, wherein the second damping assembly (44) comprises a second damping shoe (441)
disposed radially inward of a second damping ring (442), the second damping shoe (441) engagable with the second
clutch spring (33) .

13. The tensioner as in claim 1, wherein the first predetermined direction is not in the same direction as the second
predetermined direction.

14. The tensioner as in claim 1, wherein:

the first pivot arm (5) having a first pivot axis;
the second pivot arm (55) having a second pivot axis; and
the first pivot axis and second pivot axis are non-coaxial.

15. The tensioner as in claim 1, wherein;
the tensioner is mounted to an alternator (203); and
the first pulley (10) and the second pulley (101) engage a belt (8), the belt (8) engaged with the alternator (203).

Patentansprüche

1. Spannvorrichtung, umfassend:

eine Basis (1);
eine an der Basis (1) angebrachte Spannanordnung (501), wobei die Spannanordnung (501) einen ersten
Schwenkarm (5) und eine erste Dämpfungsanordnung (4), die dazu konfiguriert ist, eine Bewegung des ersten
Schwenkarms (5) in eine erste vorbestimmte Richtung durch Reibung einzuschränken, umfasst, eine erste
Riemenscheibe (10) am ersten Schwenkarm (5) gelagert ist;
eine an der Basis (1) angebrachte zweite Spannanordnung (502), wobei die zweite Spannanordnung (502)
einen zweiten Schwenkarm (55) und eine zweite Dämpfungsanordnung (44), die dazu konfiguriert ist, eine
Bewegung des zweiten Schwenkarms (55) in eine zweite vorbestimmte Richtung einzuschränken, umfasst,
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eine zweite Riemenscheibe (101) am zweiten Schwenkarm (55) gelagert ist;
ein flexibles Glied (8), das zwischen der ersten Spannanordnung (501) und der zweiten Spannanordnung (502)
in Eingriff steht, wobei das flexible Glied (8) dazu konfiguriert ist, eine Bewegung der ersten Spannanordnung
(501) und der zweiten Spannanordnung (502) zu steuern; und
eine an der Basis (1) angebrachte dritte Spannvorrichtung (15), die mit dem flexiblen Glied (8) in Eingriff steht,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

die erste Dämpfungsanordnung (4) eine erste Kupplungsfeder (3) umfasst, die mit der Basis (1) in Eingriff
steht, wobei die erste Kupplungsfeder (3) in einer Abwickelrichtung vorbelastet ist; und
die zweite Dämpfungsanordnung (44) eine zweite Kupplungsfeder (33) umfasst, die mit der Basis (1) in
Eingriff steht, wobei die zweite Kupplungsfeder (33) in einer Abwickelrichtung vorbelastet ist.

2. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

der erste Schwenkarm (5) schwenkbar mit der Basis (1) in Eingriff steht;
der zweite Schwenkarm (55) schwenkbar mit der Basis (1) in Eingriff steht;
das flexible Glied (8) ein flexibles Zugglied mit einem Zahneingriff mit dem ersten Schwenkarm (5) und einem
Zahneingriff mit dem zweiten Schwenkarm (55) umfasst, wodurch sich der erste Schwenkarm (5) und der zweite
Schwenkarm (55) koordiniert bewegen; und
die dritte Spannvorrichtung (15) schwenkbar mit der Basis (1) in Eingriff steht.

3. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei:

die erste Dämpfungsanordnung (4) eine größere Dämpfungskraft in einer ersten Richtung als in einer zweiten
Richtung auf den ersten Schwenkarm (5) ausübt; und
die zweite Dämpfungsanordnung (44) eine größere Dämpfungskraft in einer ersten Richtung als in einer zweiten
Richtung auf den zweiten Schwenkarm (55) ausübt.

4. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, die an einer Lichtmaschine (203) angebracht ist.

5. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 3, wobei die erste Kupplungsfeder (3) in einer Richtung, die der der zweiten
Kupplungsfeder (33) entgegengesetzt ist, gewickelt ist.

6. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei die dritte Spannvorrichtung (15) eine Torsionsfeder (154) umfasst.

7. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei:

der erste Schwenkarm (5) eine Bohrung (54) zur Aufnahme eines Befestigungselements (13) umfasst; und
der zweite Schwenkarm (55) eine Bohrung (554) zur Aufnahme eines Befestigungselements (133) umfasst.

8. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das flexible Glied (8) einen Zahnriemen umfasst.

9. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei die erste Dämpfungsanordnung (4) einen ersten Dämpfungsschuh (41)
umfasst, der radial einwärts eines ersten Dämpfungsrings (42) angeordnet ist, wobei der erste Dämpfungsschuh
(41) mit der ersten Kupplungsfeder (3) in Eingriff gebracht werden kann, wobei der erste Dämpfungsring (42) mit
dem ersten Schwenkarm (5) in Eingriff steht.

10. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste Dämpfungsanordnung (4) einen ersten Dämpfungsschuh (41)
umfasst, der radial einwärts eines ersten Dämpfungsrings (42) angeordnet ist, wobei der erste Dämpfungsschuh
(41) mit der ersten Kupplungsfeder (3) in Eingriff gebracht werden kann.

11. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei die zweite Dämpfungsanordnung (44) einen zweiten Dämpfungsschuh
(441) umfasst, der radial einwärts eines zweiten Dämpfungsrings (442) angeordnet ist, wobei der zweite Dämp-
fungsschuh (441) mit der zweiten Kupplungsfeder (33) in Eingriff gebracht werden kann, wobei der zweite Dämp-
fungsring (442) mit dem zweiten Schwenkarm (55) in Eingriff steht.

12. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die zweite Dämpfungsanordnung (44) einen zweiten Dämpfungsschuh
(441) umfasst, der radial einwärts eines zweiten Dämpfungsrings (442) angeordnet ist, wobei der zweite Dämp-
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fungsschuh (441) mit der zweiten Kupplungsfeder (33) in Eingriff gebracht werden kann.

13. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste vorbestimmte Richtung nicht in die gleiche Richtung wie die
zweite vorbestimmte Richtung verläuft.

14. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

der erste Schwenkarm (5) eine erste Schwenkachse aufweist;
der zweite Schwenkarm (55) eine zweite Schwenkachse aufweist; und
die erste Schwenkachse und die zweite Schwenkachse nicht koaxial sind.

15. Spannvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

die Spannvorrichtung an einer Lichtmaschine (203) angebracht ist; und
die erste Riemenscheibe (10) und die zweite Riemenscheibe (101) einen Riemen (8) in Eingriff nehmen, wobei
der Riemen (8) mit der Lichtmaschine (203) in Eingriff steht.

Revendications

1. Tendeur comprenant :

une base (1) ;
un premier ensemble de tendeur (501) monté sur la base (1), le premier ensemble de tendeur (501) comprenant
un premier bras de pivot (5) et un premier ensemble d’amortissement (4) configuré pour limiter par friction le
mouvement du premier bras de pivot (5) dans une première direction prédéterminée, une première poulie (10)
tourillonnée sur le premier bras de pivot (5) ;
un deuxième ensemble de tendeur (502) monté sur la base (1), le deuxième ensemble de tendeur (502) com-
prenant un deuxième bras de pivot (55) et un deuxième ensemble d’amortissement (44) configuré pour limiter
par friction le mouvement du deuxième bras de pivot (55) dans une deuxième direction prédéterminée, une
deuxième poulie (101) tourillonnée sur le deuxième bras de pivot (55) ;
un organe flexible (8) en prise entre le premier ensemble de tendeur (501) et le deuxième ensemble de tendeur
(502), l’organe flexible (8) étant configuré pour commander le mouvement du premier ensemble de tendeur
(501) et du deuxième ensemble de tendeur (502) ; et
un troisième tendeur (15) monté sur la base (1) et en prise avec l’organe flexible (8), caractérisé en ce que :

le premier ensemble d’amortissement (4) comprend un premier ressort d’embrayage (3) en prise avec la
base (1), le premier ressort d’embrayage (3) étant sollicité dans une direction de déroulement ; et
le deuxième ensemble d’amortissement (44) comprend un deuxième ressort d’embrayage (33) en prise
avec la base (1), le deuxième ressort d’embrayage (33) étant sollicité dans une direction de déroulement.

2. Tendeur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

le premier bras de pivot (5) est en prise par pivotement avec la base (1) ;
le deuxième bras de pivot (55) est en prise par pivotement avec la base (1) ;
l’organe flexible (8) comprend un organe de tensionnement flexible ayant un engrènement denté avec le premier
bras de pivot (5) et un engrènement denté avec le deuxième bras de pivot (55), le premier bras de pivot (5) et
le deuxième bras de pivot (55) se déplaçant de manière coordonnée ; et
le troisième tendeur (15) est en prise par pivotement avec la base (1).

3. Tendeur selon la revendication 2, dans lequel :

le premier ensemble d’amortissement (4) exerce sur le premier bras de pivot (5) une force d’amortissement
plus grande dans une première direction que dans une deuxième direction ; et
le deuxième ensemble d’amortissement (44) exerce sur le deuxième bras de pivot (55) une force d’amortisse-
ment plus grande dans une première direction que dans une deuxième direction.

4. Tendeur selon la revendication 2, monté sur un alternateur (203).
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5. Tendeur selon la revendication 1 ou 3, dans lequel le premier ressort d’embrayage (3) est enroulé dans une direction
opposée à celle du deuxième ressort d’embrayage (33).

6. Tendeur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le troisième tendeur (15) comprend un ressort de torsion (154).

7. Tendeur selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel :

le premier bras de pivot (5) comprend un alésage (54) pour recevoir une attache (13) ; et
le deuxième bras de pivot (55) comprend un alésage (554) pour recevoir une attache (133).

8. Tendeur selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel l’organe flexible (8) comprend une courroie dentée.

9. Tendeur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le premier ensemble d’amortissement (4) comprend un premier patin
d’amortissement (41) disposé radialement à l’intérieur d’une première bague d’amortissement (42), le premier patin
d’amortissement (41) pouvant venir en prise avec le premier ressort d’embrayage (3), la première bague d’amor-
tissement (42) étant en prise avec le premier bras de pivot (5).

10. Tendeur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le premier ensemble d’amortissement (4) comprend un premier patin
d’amortissement (41) disposé radialement à l’intérieur d’une première bague d’amortissement (42), le premier patin
d’amortissement (41) pouvant venir en prise avec le premier ressort d’embrayage (3).

11. Tendeur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le deuxième ensemble d’amortissement (44) comprend un deuxième
patin d’amortissement (441) disposé radialement à l’intérieur d’une deuxième bague d’amortissement (442), le
deuxième patin d’amortissement (441) pouvant venir en prise avec le deuxième ressort d’embrayage (33), la deuxiè-
me bague d’amortissement (442) étant en prise avec le deuxième bras de pivot (55).

12. Tendeur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le deuxième ensemble d’amortissement (44) comprend un deuxième
patin d’amortissement (441) disposé radialement à l’intérieur d’une deuxième bague d’amortissement (442), le
deuxième patin d’amortissement (441) pouvant venir en prise avec le deuxième ressort d’amortissement (33).

13. Tendeur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la première direction prédéterminée n’est pas dans la même direction
que la deuxième direction prédéterminée.

14. Tendeur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

le premier bras de pivot (5) présente un premier axe de pivotement ;
le deuxième bras de pivot (55) présente un deuxième axe de pivotement ; et
le premier axe de pivotement et le deuxième axe de pivotement ne sont pas coaxiaux.

15. Tendeur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

le tendeur est monté sur un alternateur (203) ; et
la première poulie (10) et la deuxième poulie (101) viennent en prise avec une courroie (8), la courroie (8) étant
en prise avec l’alternateur (203).
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