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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an emergency
core cooling system and a boiling water nuclear plant
provided with the emergency core cooling system.

BACKGROUND ART

[N+1 SAFETY CRITERION AND N+2 SAFETY CRITE-
RION]

[0002] There is specified a single failure criterion as
the most general safety criterion applied to design of an
emergency core cooling system (ECCS) of a convention-
al boiling water reactor. The single failure criterion as-
sumes, in a safety assessment for a loss of coolant ac-
cident (LOCA) which is one of design basis accidents
(DBA), occurrence of a single failure in an emergency
core cooling system and requires that required cooling
of the core is sufficiently performed even in a state where
at least one emergency core cooling system is unable to
function. Hereinafter, this criterion is referred to as N+1
criterion.
[0003] The emergency core cooling system of the con-
ventional boiling water reactor is generally divided into
two to four safety divisions. A plurality of systems are
provided in one safety division, and electric power is sup-
plied to the plurality of systems provided in one safety
division from an emergency power source provided for
each safety division.
[0004] In general, only one emergency power source
is provided in one safety division, so that when a failure
of the emergency power source is assumed to be the
single failure, it is determined in the safety assessment
that all motor-driven systems in the one safety division
become unable to function. Actually, electric power is
supplied from an offsite power system, so that the motor-
driven systems in the one safety division do not become
unable to function due to only the single failure of the
emergency power source. However, the safety assess-
ment is conservatively required to simultaneously as-
sume a loss of the offsite power system. Thus, it is re-
quired to assume in the safety assessment that only the
single failure of the emergency power source causes all
the motor-driven systems in the one safety division to
become unable to function.
[0005] The term "division" refers not only to a division
corresponding to the emergency power source, but also
to a special area defined by physical separation walls
(fire walls or a water leak tight walls) formed against an-
ticipated fire, flooding, and so on in a plant so as to isolate
the influence of the anticipated events occurring in an-
other division. That is, even if an event in which an emer-
gency core cooling system corresponding to one division
is disabled completely due to fire or flooding is assumed
as the single failure, the plant is designed such that the

single failure exercises no influence on another division.
A division including a safety system is referred to as "safe-
ty division". A division not including the safety system but
including a non-safety system is refereed to as "non-safe-
ty division".
[0006] In the single failure of the safety system, a loss
of function of the one entire safety division results in the
most severe decrease in safety function, so that the safe-
ty system single failure is assumed by selecting a com-
ponent (e.g., emergency power source) or a cause (e.g.,
faire or flooding) that may bring about the loss of function
of the one entire safety division.
[0007] When a failure in the emergency core cooling
system has been found in a periodic inspection made
during operation of the plant, operation is allowed to con-
tinue within about 7 to 10 days since the single failure
has already occurred, and the operation of the plant is
stopped if the failure cannot be resolved during the 7 to
10 days. This regulation is carried out by restricting an
AOT (Allowed Outage Time) according to technical spec-
ifications. Thus, hereinafter, the above specification is
referred to as AOT regulation.
[0008] The above safety design of the emergency core
cooling system based on the N+1 criterion and restriction
of plant operation based on the AOT regulation are car-
ried out commonly in US and Japan. In these states, re-
liability of the emergency core cooling system is very
high, and little failure occurs, so that the safety design
and restriction of plant operation are applied as a rational
and efficient method. On the other hand, the safety cri-
terion of some European countries includes not only the
single failure criterion, but also a criterion that requires
an assumption of the function loss state of another safety
division through on-line maintenance. This criterion is
hereinafter referred to as N+2 criterion.
[0009] That is, the N+2 criterion requires that plant de-
sign is made on the assumption that there exists a failure
in one component of the emergency core cooling system
on a steady basis and that maintenance (on-line main-
tenance) is always performed during operation of the
plant and requires carrying out of the safety design and
safety assessment on the assumption that when a re-
maining system of the emergency core cooling system
in a standby state is automatically started-up upon oc-
currence of the design base accident, another failure oc-
curs. The N+2 criterion is a very safety-conscious safety
criterion. Under the N+2 criterion, the on-line mainte-
nance for only one emergency core cooling system can
be performed for an indefinite time period. It follows that
applying the N+2 criterion allows the maintenance for the
emergency core cooling system to be performed entirely
during operation of the plant, which may significantly con-
tribute to a reduction in plant outage time period and en-
hancement of the safety during the plant outage time
period.
[0010] Assume that a loss of coolant accident, which
is one of the design basis accidents, has occurred under
the N+2 criterion. More specifically, it is assumed that
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piping of one system of the emergency core cooling sys-
tem is broken to generate the loss of coolant accident
and that two emergency core cooling systems become
unable to function due to the single failure and on-line
maintenance. Thus, at least four systems of the emer-
gency core cooling system are required. Further, the N+2
criterion assumes that two divisions become unable to
function due to a signal failure and on-line maintenance,
so that at least three divisions are required. When three
active safety divisions are provided, two systems are re-
quired in one of the divisions and, further, symmetry
needs to be considered, with the result that two emer-
gency core cooling systems need to be provided for each
safety division.

[EMERGENCY CORE COOLING SYSTEM OF 
"BWR72"]

[0011] An emergency core cooling system of "BWR72"
in Germany is a representative example that meets the
N+2 criterion by providing three active divisions. Herein-
after, with reference to FIG. 7, a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system of the German "BWR72" will
be described.
[0012] Referring to FIG. 7, the emergency core cooling
system, having three active divisions, includes a motor-
driven high pressure core injection system (HPCI) 25, a
motor-driven low pressure core injection system (LPCI)
26, and an emergency diesel generator (EDG) 4 for each
division. Two motor-driven systems are provided for each
division and, correspondingly, a capacity of each emer-
gency diesel generator 4 is large. Further, the emergency
core cooling system is designed such that when a reactor
component cooling water system (not illustrated) provid-
ed for each active safety division has become unable to
function, the high pressure core injection system 25 and
the low pressure core injection system 26 provided in a
corresponding division become unable to function simul-
taneously. Thus, although a total number of the emer-
gency core cooling systems is six, non-reliabilities of the
reactor component cooling water systems provided in
respective three divisions determine the entire reliability.
Similarly, when the emergency diesel generator 4 for
supplying electric power to each active safety division
has failed, the high pressure core injection system 25
and the low pressure core injection system 26 provided
in a corresponding division become unable to function
simultaneously.

[EMERGENCY CORE COOLING SYSTEM OF 
"BWR75"]

[0013] As another representative example of the BWR
designed under the N+2 criterion, there is known a
"BWR75" in Sweden. Hereinafter, with reference to FIG.
8, an outline of the emergency core cooling system of
the Swedish "BWR75" will be described.
[0014] Referring to FIG. 8, the emergency core cooling

system, having four safety divisions, includes an auxiliary
feed water system (AFS) 31, a low pressure core injection
system 26 or a low pressure core spray system (LPCS)
32, a residual heat removal system (RHR), and an emer-
gency diesel generator 4 for each safety division. The
low pressure core injection system 26 or the low pressure
core spray system 32 and the residual heat removal sys-
tem are independently provided without sharing a pump.
Since the residual heat removal system of the "BWR75"
is dedicatedly used as a containment cooling system for
cooling a wet well and a dry well of a containment vessel
at a design basis accident, it is indicated as a wet well/
dry well cooling system (WDCS) 24.
[0015] All the systems use motor-driven pumps, a total
number of systems are as large as 12 and, correspond-
ingly, a capacity of each emergency diesel generator 4
is large. Nevertheless, a plurality of motor-driven emer-
gency core cooling systems provided for each active di-
vision all become unable to function due to a failure of
the corresponding emergency diesel generator 4. Simi-
larly, when a rector component cooling water system (not
illustrated) provided for each active safety division has
failed, all the emergency core cooling systems provided
in the corresponding division become unable to function.

[EXAMPLE IN WHICH PASSIVE SAFETY DIVISION IS 
PROVIDED IN ADDITION TO ACTIVE SAFETY DIVI-
SIONS MEETING N+2 CRITERION]

[0016] As described above, the emergency core cool-
ing system having the active divisions meeting the N+2
criterion has sufficient redundancy and is thus high in
safety. On the other hand, there is known a technique of
Patent Document 1 as an example in which a passive
safety division is provided in addition to the active divi-
sions meeting the N+2 criterion. A system in which the
passive safety division is provided independently of the
active safety divisions as described above so as to en-
hance safety further is referred to as an in-depth hybrid
safety system.
[0017] This background art will be described based on
FIG. 9. Referring to FIG. 9, there are first, second, and
third safety divisions as the active safety divisions. A
fourth division is a passive safety division. Each of the
three active safety divisions includes a high pressure
core cooling system (HPCF) 1, a low pressure core cool-
ing system (LPFL) 2 which is also used as a residual heat
removal system 3, and an emergency diesel generator
4 that supplies electric power to both the high pressure
core cooling system 1 and the low pressure core cooling
system 2. The passive safety division includes an isola-
tion condenser (IC) 5, a passive containment cooling sys-
tem (PCCS) 8, and a gravity-driven cooling system (GD-
CS) 9.
[0018] As a result, even if the emergency core cooling
system having three active safety divisions becomes en-
tirely unable to function due to natural disaster such as
a giant earthquake or a giant tsunami, the safety of the
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reactor can be ensured by the emergency core cooling
system of the passive safety division. However, two
emergency core cooling systems are provided for each
active safety division, resulting in six systems in total,
which exceeds the minimum number (four, as described
above) of systems required for the N+2 criterion.
[0019] Each emergency diesel generator 4 requires a
large capacity of, e.g., about 5,000 kW due to need of
supplying electric power to two emergency core cooling
systems. As a result, a physical quantity of components
and cost for the emergency core cooling system having
the active safety divisions meeting the N+2 criterion are
increased. The increase in the physical quantity of com-
ponents correspondingly increases a volume of a reactor
building housing the components. Further, addition of the
fourth passive safety division also increases the physical
quantity and cost of the entire emergency core cooling
system. Furthermore, when a reactor component cooling
water system (not illustrated) provided for each active
safety division has become unable to function, both the
high pressure core cooling system 1 and the low pressure
core cooling system 2 are disabled, so that the non-reli-
ability of all the active safety divisions is determined by
the non-reliabilities of the reactor component cooling wa-
ter systems provided in respective three divisions.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0020] Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Laid-Open Publication No. 2008-281426 discloses
a BWR provided with an emergency core cooling system
comprising three motor-driven active divisions each with
emergency power sources and one passive safety sys-
tem, which, when an accident occurs while one active
safety system is being subjected to on-line maintenance,
can cool the core for a time required for recovery of the
active safety system subjected to the on-line mainte-
nance without being replenished with cooling water from
outside. Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-275380 discloses
a core cooling system for emergency in a boiling water
nuclear power plant, the dynamic safety system includes
three divisions comprising a high-pressure core cooling
system, a low-pressure core cooling system, a residual
heat removal system, and a diesel generator for emer-
gency, while the static safety system includes one divi-
sion comprising an isolation condenser, a gravity drop
core cooling system, and a static containment vessel
cooling system, that is, this core cooling system consists
of the four safety divisions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0021] In the conventional emergency core cooling

system meeting the N+2 criterion, a plurality of motor-
driven systems are provided in one active safety division,
and thus the capacity of the emergency diesel generator
for supplying electric power to the plurality of motor-driv-
en systems is increased. Further, the plurality of systems
in one active safety division are cooled by the single re-
actor component cooling water system, and thus a failure
of the reactor component cooling water system in one
division disables the plurality of systems in the corre-
sponding division. Similarly, a failure of the emergency
diesel generator in one division disables the plurality of
systems in the corresponding division. Furthermore, a
total number of the systems is as large as six to twelve,
causing an increase in cost and volume of the reactor
building.
[0022] As a result, the installation of the passive safety
division in addition to the active safety divisions meeting
the N+2 criterion further increases the cost and volume
of the reactor building.
[0023] The present invention has been made to solve
the above problems, and an object thereof is to provide
an emergency core cooling system of a boiling water nu-
clear plant capable of reducing a size of the emergency
power source, minimizing the number of motor-driven
systems, and preventing the plurality of systems from
becoming unable to function due to a loss of function of
the reactor component cooling water system.

MEANS FOR SOVING THE PROBLEM

[0024] In order to achieve the object described above,
according to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an emergency core cooling system of a boiling
water nuclear plant, comprising: four or more active safe-
ty divisions each including a motor-driven active safety
system; and one or more passive safety divisions includ-
ing a passive safety system that does not require motor
drive, wherein number of the active safety divisions is
larger by two or more than number required upon occur-
rence of a loss of coolant accident, one motor-driven ac-
tive safety system and an emergency power source for
supplying electric power to the motor-driven active safety
system are provided for each active safety division, and
when it is assumed that an accident has occurred while
one active safety system is being subjected to on-line
maintenance, the passive safety system can cool the
core for a time period required for recovery of the active
safety system subjected to the on-line maintenance with-
out being replenished with cooling water from outside.
[0025] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a boiling water nuclear plant
provided with an emergency core cooling system, the
emergency core cooling system including: four or more
active safety divisions each including a motor-driven ac-
tive safety system; and one or more passive safety divi-
sions including a passive safety system that does not
require motor drive, wherein number of the active safety
divisions is larger by two or more than number required
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upon occurrence of a loss of coolant accident, one motor-
driven active safety system and an emergency power
source for supplying a power source to the motor-driven
active safety system are provided for each active safety
division, and when it is assumed that an accident has
occurred while one active safety system is being subject-
ed to on-line maintenance, the passive safety system
can cool the core for a time period required for recovery
of the active safety system subjected to the on-line main-
tenance without being replenished with cooling water
from outside.

ADVANTAGES OF THE INVENTION

[0026] According to the present invention, there can
be provided an emergency core cooling system of a boil-
ing water nuclear plant capable of reducing a size of the
emergency power source, minimizing the number of mo-
tor-driven systems, and preventing the plurality of sys-
tems from becoming unable to function due to a loss of
function of the reactor component cooling water system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027]

FIG. 1 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a first embodiment of an emergency
core cooling system according to the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 2 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a second embodiment of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to the present
invention.
FIG. 3 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a third embodiment of the emergen-
cy core cooling system according to the present in-
vention.
FIG. 4 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a fourth embodiment of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to the present
invention.
FIG. 5 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a fifth embodiment of the emergency
core cooling system according to the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 6 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a sixth embodiment of the emergen-
cy core cooling system according to the present in-
vention.
FIG. 7 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a conventional emergency core
cooling system of "BWR72".
FIG. 8 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a conventional emergency core
cooling system of "BWR75".
FIG. 9 is an explanatory view illustrating an entire
configuration of a conventional emergency core

cooling system of an in-depth hybrid safety system
meeting N+2 criterion.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVEN-
TION

[0028] Embodiments of an emergency core cooling
system according to the present invention will be de-
scribed below with reference to FIGS. 1 to 6. The same
reference numerals are given to the same components
as in FIGS. 7 to 9, so a description thereof will be omitted
and only the essential elements will be explained.

[FIRST EMBODIMENT]

[0029] A first embodiment of an emergency core cool-
ing system according to the present invention will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 1.
[0030] FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to the first embod-
iment of the present invention. The emergency core cool-
ing system according to the present embodiment has five
safety divisions: first to fourth safety divisions which are
exclusively used for an active emergency core cooling
system and a fifth safety division including a passive
emergency core cooling system. Each of the first to fourth
safety divisions exclusively used for the active emergen-
cy core cooling system is provided with a low pressure
core cooling system (LPFL) 2 as a motor-driven low pres-
sure core cooling system, a residual heat removal system
(RHR) 3 that shares some pumps and pipes with the low
pressure core cooling system 2, and an emergency die-
sel generator (EDG) 4 as an emergency power source.
Since some pumps and pipes are shared between the
low pressure core cooling system 2 and the residual heat
removal system 3, they are indicated as "LPFL 2/ RHR
3" in FIG. 1.
[0031] Further, although not illustrated, an automatic
depressurization system (ADS) is provided as a means
for depressurizing the reactor. The automatic depressu-
rization system is a system that automatically opens a
plurality of safety relief valves upon occurrence of a small
diameter pipe break to depressurize the reactor, and it
is provided in a conventional boiling water nuclear reactor
as well.
[0032] The low pressure core cooling system 2, the
residual heat removal system 3, the emergency diesel
generator 4, and the automatic depressurization system
have the same structures as those in the conventional
emergency core cooling system of an advanced BWR
(ABWR) (see Patent Document 1).
[0033] The low pressure core cooling system 2 has
100% of an injection capacity required for cooling the
core upon occurrence of a loss of coolant accident, which
is a design basis accident. Thus, only one low pressure
core cooling system 2 can safely cool the core within its
specified operating pressure. The specified operating
pressure of the low pressure core cooling system 2 is
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lower than the normal operating pressure of the reactor
and is, e.g., 17 kg/cm2 (about 1.7 MPa).
[0034] The residual heat removal system 3 of each di-
vision has a heat removal capacity of at least 50% of the
heat removal amount required for cooling the core and
the containment vessel upon occurrence of the design
basis accident. That is, in order to provide 100% of the
heat removal amount required for cooling the core and
the containment vessel upon occurrence of a design ba-
sis accident, it is necessary to activate the residual heat
removal systems 3 in at least any two of the four active
safety divisions.
[0035] Thus, in the present embodiment, a minimum
division number N required upon occurrence of the de-
sign basis accident is 2.
[0036] It goes without saying that an emergency gas
turbine generator (GTG) can be used in place of the
emergency diesel generator 4. The emergency gas tur-
bine generator has no cooling water system and thus can
provide higher reliability than the emergency diesel gen-
erator 4 that requires the cooling water system. Further,
an emergency power source provided for each safety
division may have a capacity of 2 3 50% in place of 1 3
100%, which means, for example, that two small-sized
power sources may be provided.
[0037] The low pressure core cooling system 2 may
be replaced with any other motor-driven low pressure
emergency core cooling systems.
[0038] The fifth safety division including the passive
emergency core cooling system is provided with an iso-
lation condenser (IC) 5. The isolation condenser 5 has
the same structure as that in a conventional ESBWR
(Economical and Simplified BWR) (see Patent Document
1).
[0039] The isolation condenser 5 has a large capacity
cooling water source (e.g., 1500 m3) so as to remove
decay heat for about three to seven days. The wide range
of the cooling period stems from a difference in the decay
heat which is caused depending on plant output power.
For example, when the emergency core cooling system
according to the present embodiment is applied to a
600,000 kWe class BWR, the core can be cooled for
about seven days, and when the emergency core cooling
system is applied to a 1,200,000 kWe class BWR, the
core can be cooled for about three days. It goes without
saying that when the capacity of the cooling water is in-
creased, it is possible to ensure a cooling period of three
days or more for a 1,800,000 kWe class BWR.
[0040] One of the features of the first embodiment that
make it different from the conventional example resides
in that the four low pressure core cooling systems con-
stitute an in-depth hybrid safety system having five divi-
sions capable of meeting the N+2 criterion.
[0041] For example, assuming that a pipe break acci-
dent has occurred in the low pressure core cooling sys-
tem 2 of the first safety division as the loss of coolant
accident which is design basis accident, it is required to
assume in the N+2 criterion that a single failure occurs

in the emergency diesel generator 4 of the second safety
division, that the on-line maintenance is being performed
for the emergency diesel generator 4 of the third safety
division, and that the offsite power is lost. Even in this
case, the low pressure core cooling system 2 and oper-
ation of the emergency diesel generator 4 of the fourth
safety division are kept in an operable state, thereby en-
suring 100% of an injection capacity required for cooling
the core. Further, the residual heat removal systems 3
of the first and the fourth safety divisions can be used to
achieve 100% or more cooling since the residual heat
removal system 3 of each division has the heat removal
capacity of 50% or more required for cooling the core
and the containment vessel.
[0042] Further, assume that the emergency core cool-
ing system of the first safety division has become unable
to function due to external fire. In this case, even when
it is assumed that a single failure occurs in the emergency
diesel generator 4 of the second safety division and that
the on-line maintenance is being performed for the emer-
gency diesel generator 4 of the third safety division, cool-
ing of the containment vessel and the core can be con-
tinued for a long period of time by the residual heat re-
moval system 3 of the fourth safety division and the iso-
lation condenser 5 of the fifth safety division. Thus, res-
toration of the emergency diesel generators 4 of the sec-
ond and the third safety divisions and recovery of the
offsite power are expected during the cooling operation
and, thereafter, cold shutdown of the reactor can be
achieved.
[0043] Further, even if a station blackout (SBO) in
which the offsite power is lost and all the four emergency
diesel generators 4 are failed has occurred due to a se-
vere natural phenomenon, such as a giant earthquake
or a mega hurricane, that exceeds design conditions, it
is possible to safely continue cooling of the core for a
long period of time by the isolation condenser 5 provided
in the fifth safety division. During the cooling operation,
recovery of the offsite power and restoration of the emer-
gency diesel generators 4 can be achieved, so that the
subsequent cold shutdown of the reactor can be safely
achieved. Thus, the isolation condenser 5 is a passive
cooling facility absolutely requiring no AC power supply
for operation, so that the emergency core cooling system
of the first embodiment having the isolation condenser 5
in addition to the active emergency core cooling systems
of the four divisions can ensure extremely high in-depth
hybrid safety.
[0044] As described above, the isolation condenser 5
holds cooling water enough for cooling the core for at
least 8 hours (about three to or seven days in practice)
alone without being replenished with cooling water from
outside. Thus, the restoration of the emergency power
source being subjected to the on-line maintenance or
active emergency core cooling system is expected during
the long cooling period.
[0045] Further, even if a loss of feed water or a transient
change in which the reactor is isolated, the cooling of the
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reactor can be continued safely by the isolation condens-
er 5. Further, in the thus configured first embodiment ac-
cording to the present invention, the emergency diesel
generators 4 of the first to fourth safety divisions is each
designed to supply electric power to only one low pres-
sure core cooling system 2, thereby being reduced in
electric power to about 3,000 kW.
[0046] Further, when it is assumed that fire has oc-
curred in the first safety division, that a single failure has
occurred in the emergency diesel generator 4 of the sec-
ond safety division, that the emergency diesel generator
4 of the third safety division is being subjected to the on-
line maintenance, and that hot shutdown of the reactor
is carried out by the isolation condenser 5 of the fifth
safety division, a further assumption is made such that
open sticking of a safety relief valve has occurred. Even
in this case, in the present embodiment, the core and the
containment vessel can be cooled by the low pressure
core cooling system 2/ residual heat removal system 3
of the fourth safety division, thereby ensuring safety of
the public.
[0047] Further, as to the active emergency core cooling
system, the number of the low pressure core cooling sys-
tems 2 becomes four which is the minimum required
number, thereby reducing a volume of a building for hous-
ing the low pressure core cooling systems 2 and the like.
Although the number of the low pressure core cooling
systems 2 is only four which is the minimum required
number as described above, the number of the low pres-
sure core cooling systems 2 that will become unable to
function is limited to one even if a reactor component
cooling water system of each active division has failed.
That is, the plurality of low pressure core cooling systems
2 are prevented from becoming unable to function simul-
taneously in a manner dependent on a single failure of
the reactor component cooling water system.
[0048] According to the present embodiment, there
can be provided a highly-reliable in-depth hybrid safety
system most suitable for a next generation BWR plant
by combining the passive safety system and the active
emergency core cooling system. More specifically, for an
external event which is one residual risk for the BWR
having high safety against an internal event, safety is
ensured by diversity of the passive safety system during
operation time period and by redundancy of the active
emergency core cooling system that meets the N+2 cri-
terion at plant stop time period, thereby achieving a next
generation BWR with high safety enough to reduce the
residual risk caused by severe natural phenomenon such
as giant earthquake or mega hurricane or external fire to
substantially zero.
[0049] Further, according to the present embodiment,
only one low pressure core cooling system is provided
as the motor-driven emergency core cooling system to
be provided in each active safety division, thereby allow-
ing a capacity of the emergency power source to be min-
imized and allowing the number of the emergency core
cooling systems that will become unable to function due

to a failure of the reactor component cooling water system
to be minimized. When compared with a conventional in-
depth hybrid safety system, the number of the motor-
driven emergency core cooling systems can be reduced
from six to four, so that the volume of the building housing
these systems can also be reduced.

[SECOND EMBODIMENT]

[0050] FIG. 2 illustrates a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to a second em-
bodiment of the present invention. In the present embod-
iment, only one gas turbine generator 6 which is an aux-
iliary power source is provided so as to be shared among
all the safety divisions exclusively used for the active
emergency core cooling system, thereby selectively sup-
plying electric power to any one of the safety divisions.
In order for the electric power to be selectively supplied
to any one of the safety divisions, switching gears 7 for
switching electric power supply are provided across a
bus line between the gas turbine generator and each
active safety division.
[0051] According to the thus configured present em-
bodiment, safety against the station blackout during plant
operation can be enhanced. Further, diversity of the elec-
tric power supply can be ensured even when core cooling
is performed by only the four active safety divisions at
plant stop time period, so that even if a severe natural
phenomenon, such as a giant earthquake or a mega hur-
ricane has occurred at plant stop time period, it is possible
to significantly reduce the risk of occurrence of core dam-
age.

[THIRD EMBODIMENT]

[0052] FIG. 3 illustrates a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to a third embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the present embodi-
ment, a reactor core isolation cooling system (RCIC) 10
which is a turbine-driven auxiliary feed water system in
a non-safety division. The reactor core isolation cooling
system 10 runs using reactor main steam as a power
source and thus does not require the emergency diesel
generator 4 for running thereof. Further, the reactor core
isolation cooling system 10 need not be cooled by the
reactor component cooling water system and can thus
be provided in the non-safety division alone.
[0053] In the present embodiment, presence of the re-
actor core isolation cooling system 10 allows a reactor
water level to be maintained safely even if the open stick-
ing of the safety relief valve has occurred. Further, even
if a small break loss of coolant accident has occurred, it
is possible to maintain the reactor water level and cool
the core without depressurizing the reactor.
[0054] Although the reactor core isolation cooling sys-
tem 10 is the non-safety system, it may be provided in
the first to fourth active safety divisions. Even in this case,
the reactor core isolation cooling system 10 does not
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require AC power for running thereof, so that a capacity
of the emergency diesel generator 4 need not be in-
creased. Further, the reactor core isolation cooling sys-
tem 10 may be provided in the fifth passive safety divi-
sion. An increase in the number of the reactor core iso-
lation cooling systems 10 correspondingly enhances re-
liability of the emergency core cooling system.

[FOURTH EMBODIMENT]

[0055] FIG. 4 illustrates a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to a fourth embod-
iment of the present invention. In the present embodi-
ment, in addition to the isolation condenser 5, a passive
containment cooling system (PCCS) 8 is provided in the
fifth safety division including the passive emergency core
cooling system. The passive containment cooling system
8 has the same structure as that in the conventional ES-
BWR. The passive containment cooling system 8 is com-
posed of only passive safety components and absolutely
requires no electric power source. Furthermore, the pas-
sive containment cooling system 8 does not require at
all the cooling of the secondary side with an active safety
component such as the reactor component cooling water
system.
[0056] Thus, the passive containment cooling system
8 can cool the containment vessel with extremely high
reliability even if a severe natural phenomenon, such as
a giant earthquake or a mega hurricane has occurred to
damage all facilities such as the offsite power, the emer-
gency power source, and the reactor component cooling
water system. That is, the passive containment cooling
system 8 provides very excellent diversity for the con-
tainment vessel cooling function of the residual heat re-
moval system 3. Thus, according to the emergency core
cooling system of the present embodiment, high safety
can be ensured in the cooling of the containment vessel
even if a severe natural phenomenon has occurred.

[FIFTH EMBODIMENT]

[0057] FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to a fifth embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the present embodi-
ment, in addition to the isolation condenser 5 and the
passive containment cooling system 8, a gravity-driven
cooling system (GDCS) 9 is provided in the fifth safety
division including the passive emergency core cooling
system.
[0058] The gravity-driven cooling system 9 has the
same structure as that in the conventional ESBWR. The
gravity-driven cooling system 9 does not require at all
auxiliary facilities such as the power source and the re-
actor component cooling water system for running there-
of. Thus, even if a long-term station blackout has oc-
curred due to a severe natural phenomenon, such as a
giant earthquake or a mega hurricane and further the
isolation condenser 5 has become unable to function for

some reason to result in a core damage accident, cooling
water in the gravity-driven cooling system 9 can be made
to fall into a lower portion of the containment vessel. As
a result, core debris can be flooded and cooled.
[0059] During the cooling of the flooded core debris,
steam corresponding to the decay heat is generated, and
the steam is sucked into the passive containment cooling
system 8 due to its own pressure. Thereafter, the steam
is cooled and condensed, and then, the condensate
drains into a cooling water pool (not illustrated) of the
gravity-driven cooling system 9 due to the gravity. Thus,
the condensed water can be used again for cooling the
core debris as the cooling water of the gravity-driven cool-
ing system 9.
[0060] The BWR adopting the thus configured emer-
gency core cooling system of the present embodiment
can cool the containment vessel and maintain soundness
thereof in a more reliable manner even if the core damage
accident has occurred due to a severe natural phenom-
enon and can extremely reduce a risk from the natural
phenomenon as compared to the conventional BWR. Im-
parting the passive cooling function of the containment
vessel achieved by the passive containment cooling sys-
tem 8 and the gravity-driven cooling system 9 reduces
the risk resulting from the natural phenomenon to sub-
stantially zero.

[SIXTH EMBODIMENT]

[0061] FIG. 6 illustrates a configuration of the emer-
gency core cooling system according to a sixth embod-
iment of the present invention. In FIG. 6, a DC (Direct
Current)-driven equalized pressure flooder system
(EPLF) 11 and a DC power source 12 are provided in
the fourth safety division. The equalized pressure flooder
system 11 has the same core cooling function as the low
pressure core cooling system 2 in an equalized pressure
state where a reactor pressure is almost equal to a pres-
sure of the containment vessel. As a result, the number
of the residual heat removal systems 3 is reduced to
three; however, the containment vessel can be cooled
by the passive containment cooling system 8 at accident
time. That is, four systems are provided as the means
for cooling the containment vessel, and thus the N+2 cri-
terion is met.
[0062] According to the present embodiment, even a
configuration including three active divisions, which are
first to third active divisions, each including the low pres-
sure core cooling system 2/ residual heat removal system
3 and meeting only the N+1 criterion can meet the N+2
criterion by being added with a fourth active division in-
cluding the equalized pressure flooder system 11 an the
d DC power source 12. For example, a run time of the
DC power source 12 is set to 24 hours, and restoration
of the emergency diesel generator 4 of another active
safety division and recovery of the offsite power are ex-
pected during the run time.
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[OTHER EMBODIMENTS]

[0063] The above-described embodiments are merely
illustrative, and the present invention is not limited there-
to.
[0064] For example, although the number N of the ac-
tive safety systems required upon occurrence of the de-
sign basis accident is set to two and the number of the
active safety divisions is set to four in the above embod-
iments, the number of the active safety divisions may be
N+2 or more in general. Further, the number of the pas-
sive safety divisions may be one or more.

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS

[0065]

1: High pressure core cooling system (HPCF)
2: Low pressure core cooling system (LPFL)
3: Residual heat removal system (RHR)
4: Emergency diesel generator (EDG)
5: Isolation condenser (IC)
6: Gas turbine generator (GTG)
7: Switching gear
8: Passive containment cooling system (PCCS)
9: Gravity-driven cooling system (GDCS)
10: Reactor core isolation cooling system (RCIC)
11: Equalized pressure flooder system (EPFL)
12: Direct current power source
24: Wet well/ dry well cooling system (WDCS)
25: High pressure core injection system (HPCI)
26: Low pressure core injection system (LPCI)
31: Auxiliary feed water system (AFS)
32: Low pressure core spray system (LPCS)

Claims

1. An emergency core cooling system of a boiling water
nuclear plant, comprising:

four or more active safety divisions each includ-
ing a motor-driven active safety system; and
one or more passive safety divisions including
a passive safety system (5, 8, 9) that does not
require motor drive, wherein
number of the active safety divisions is larger by
two or more than number required upon occur-
rence of a loss of coolant accident,
the active safety divisions each have only one
system of a motor-driven active safety system
(2) and an emergency power source (4) for sup-
plying electric power to the motor-driven active
safety system (2), and the passive system (5, 8,
9) being adapted so that, when it is assumed
that an accident has occurred while one active
safety system (2) is being subjected to on-line
maintenance, the passive safety system (5, 8,

9) is adapted to cool the core for a time required
for recovery of the active safety system subject-
ed to the on-line maintenance without being re-
plenished with cooling water from outside.

2. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 1, wherein
number of the active safety divisions is four,
number of the passive safety divisions is one,
the active safety divisions each have a low pressure
core cooling system that is also used as a residual
heat removal system (3), as the only one system of
the motor-driven active safety system (2),
the low pressure core cooling system (2) has at least
100% of an injection capacity required for cooling
the core upon occurrence of at least the loss of cool-
ant accident in a state where a reactor pressure is
low,
the residual heat removal system (3) has at least
50% of a heat removal capacity required for cooling
the core and a containment vessel upon occurrence
of the loss of coolant accident, and
the passive safety division includes at least an iso-
lation condenser (5).

3. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein
the active safety divisions each include an emergen-
cy diesel generator as an emergency power source
(4).

4. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein
the active safety divisions each include the emer-
gency power source (4), and
the emergency core cooling system includes at least
one auxiliary power source (6) so as to selectively
supply power to any one of the active safety divi-
sions.

5. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 4, wherein
the auxiliary power source (6) is a gas turbine gen-
erator.

6. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 1 or 2, comprising, as an auxiliary feed water
system, one or more turbine-driven reactor core iso-
lation cooling systems (10) driven by main steam
supplied from the reactor.

7. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein
the passive safety division includes a passive con-
tainment cooling system (8).

8. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 7, wherein
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the passive safety division includes a gravity-driven
cooling system (9).

9. The emergency core cooling system according to
claim 7, wherein
at least one of the active safety divisions includes a
direct current power source (12) and an equalized
pressure flooder system (11) driven by the direct cur-
rent power source (12).

10. A boiling water nuclear plant comprising the emer-
gency core cooling system according to any one of
claims 1 to 9.

Patentansprüche

1. Kernnotkühlsystem eines Siedewasser-Kernkraft-
werks, das Folgendes umfasst:

vier oder mehr aktive Sicherheitsabteilungen,
die jeweils ein motorgetriebenes aktives Sicher-
heitssystem einschließen,
eine oder mehrere passive Sicherheitsabteilun-
gen, die ein passives Sicherheitssystem (5, 8,
9) einschließen, das keinen Motorantrieb erfor-
dert, wobei
die Anzahl der aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen
um zwei oder mehr größer ist als die Anzahl, die
auf das Auftreten eines Kühlmittelverlustunfalls
hin erforderlich ist,
die aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen jeweils nur
eine System aus einem motorgetriebenen akti-
ven Sicherheitssystem (2) und einer Notfallen-
ergiequelle (4) zum Zuführen von Elektroener-
gie zu dem motorgetriebenen aktivem Sicher-
heitssystem (2) haben und,
die passive System (5, 8, 9) so eingerichtet ist,
dass, wenn angenommen wird, dass ein Unfall
aufgetreten ist, während eine aktive Sicherheits-
abteilung einer unterbrechungsfreien Wartung
unterzogen wird, das passive Sicherheitssys-
tem (5, 8, 9) dafür eingerichtet ist, den Kern für
eine Zeit zu kühlen, die erforderlich ist für die
Wiederherstellung der aktiven Sicherheitsabtei-
lung, die der unterbrechungsfreien Wartung un-
terzogen wird, ohne mit Kühlwasser von außer-
halb aufgefüllt zu werden.

2. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Anzahl der aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen vier
beträgt,
die Anzahl der passiven Sicherheitsabteilungen eins
beträgt,
die aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen jeweils ein Nie-
derdruck-Kernkühlsystem, das ebenfalls als ein
Restwärmeabfuhrsystem (3) verwendet wird, als
das einzige System des motorgetriebenen aktiven

Sicherheitssystems (2) haben,
das Niederdruck-Kernkühlsystem (2) wenigstens
100 % einer Einschusskapazität hat, die zum Kühlen
des Kerns auf das Auftreten wenigstens des Kühl-
mittelverlustunfalls in einem Zustand, in dem ein Re-
aktordruck niedrig ist, hin erforderlich ist,
das Restwärmeabfuhrsystem (3) wenigstens 50 %
einer Wärmeabfuhrkapazität hat, die zum Kühlen
des Kerns und eines Sicherheitseinschlussbehäl-
ters auf das Auftreten des Kühlmittelverlustunfalls
hin erforderlich ist, und
die passive Sicherheitsabteilung wenigstens einen
Leerlaufkondensator (5) einschließt.

3. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
die aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen jeweils einen
Notfall-Dieselgenerator als eine Notfallenergiequel-
le (4) einschließen.

4. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
die aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen jeweils die Not-
fallenergiequelle (4) einschließen und
das Kernnotkühlsystem wenigstens eine Hilfsener-
giequelle (6) einschließt, um so selektiv einer belie-
bigen der aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen Energie
zuzuführen.

5. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 4, wobei
die Hilfsenergiequelle (6) ein Gasturbinengenerator
ist.

6. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, das,
als ein Hilfsspeisewassersystem, ein oder mehrere
turbinengetriebene Reaktorkern-Isolationskühlsys-
teme (10) umfasst, die durch Hauptdampf angetrie-
ben werden, der von dem Reaktor zugeführt wird.

7. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
die passive Sicherheitsabteilung ein passives Si-
cherheitseinschlusskühlsystem (8) einschließt.

8. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 7, wobei die pas-
sive Sicherheitsabteilung ein schwerkraftgetriebe-
nes Kühlsystem (9) einschließt.

9. Kernnotkühlsystem nach Anspruch 7, wobei wenigs-
tens eine der aktiven Sicherheitsabteilungen eine
Gleichstrom-Energiequelle (12) und ein ausgegli-
chenes Druckflutersystem (11), das durch die
Gleichstrom-Energiequelle (12) angetrieben wird,
einschließt.

10. Siedewasser-Kernkraftwerk, das die Kernnotkühl-
system nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9 umfasst.
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Revendications

1. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur
d’une centrale nucléaire à eau bouillante,
comprenant :

quatre sections actives de sécurité ou plus com-
prenant chacune un système actif de sécurité à
entraînement par moteur ; et
une ou plusieurs sections passives de sécurité
comprenant un système passif de sécurité (5,
8, 9) qui ne nécessite pas d’entraînement par
moteur, dans lequel
le nombre des sections actives de sécurité est
plus grand de deux ou plus que le nombre requis
lors de la survenue d’un accident de perte de
fluide réfrigérant,
les sections actives de sécurité ont chacune
seulement un système d’un système actif de sé-
curité à entraînement par moteur (2) et une sour-
ce d’énergie d’urgence (4) pour alimenter en
énergie électrique le système actif de sécurité
à entraînement par moteur (2), et
le système passif (5, 8, 9) étant adapté de sorte
que, lorsque l’on part du principe qu’un accident
est survenu, tandis qu’un système actif de sé-
curité (2) est soumis à une maintenance en li-
gne, le système passif de sécurité (5, 8, 9) est
adapté pour refroidir le coeur pendant une durée
requise pour le rétablissement du système pas-
sif de sécurité soumis à la maintenance en ligne
sans être réapprovisionné en eau en provenan-
ce de l’extérieur.

2. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon la revendication 1, dans lequel le nombre de sec-
tions actives de sécurité est de quatre,
le nombre de sections passives de sécurité est de un,
les sections actives de sécurité ont chacune un sys-
tème de refroidissement de coeur à basse pression
qui est également utilisé en tant que système d’éli-
mination de chaleur résiduelle (3), en tant que seul
et unique système du système actif de sécurité à
entraînement par moteur (2),
le système de refroidissement de coeur à basse
pression (2) a au moins 100 % d’une capacité d’in-
jection requise pour le refroidissement du coeur lors
de la survenue au moins de l’accident de perte de
fluide réfrigérant dans un état où une pression de
réacteur est basse,
le système d’élimination de chaleur résiduelle (3) a
au moins 50 % d’une capacité d’élimination de cha-
leur requise pour le refroidissement du coeur et un
récipient de confinement lors de la survenue de l’ac-
cident de perte de fluide réfrigérant, et
la section passive de sécurité comprend au moins
un condensateur d’isolation (5).

3. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel les sections
actives de sécurité comprennent chacune un géné-
rateur diesel d’urgence en tant que source d’énergie
d’urgence (4).

4. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel les sections
actives de sécurité comprennent chacune une sour-
ce d’énergie d’urgence (4), et le système de refroi-
dissement d’urgence de coeur comprend au moins
une source d’énergie auxiliaire (6), de manière à ap-
provisionner sélectivement en énergie l’une quel-
conque des sections actives de sécurité.

5. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon la revendication 4, dans lequel la source d’éner-
gie auxiliaire (6) est un générateur à turbine à gaz.

6. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon les revendications 1 ou 2, comprenant, en tant
que système d’eau d’alimentation auxiliaire, un ou
plusieurs systèmes de refroidissement par isolation
de coeur de réacteur à entraînement par turbine (10)
entraînés par un flux principal approvisionné à partir
du réacteur.

7. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon les revendications 1 ou 2, dans lequel la section
passive de sécurité comprend un système passif de
refroidissement par confinement (8).

8. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon la revendication 7, dans lequel la section passive
de sécurité comprend un système de refroidisse-
ment à entraînement par gravité (9).

9. Système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon la revendication 7, dans lequel au moins l’une
des sections actives de sécurité comprend une sour-
ce d’énergie à courant continu (12) et un système
de venue d’eau par pression égalisée (11) entraîné
par la source d’énergie à courant direct (12).

10. Centrale nucléaire à eau bouillante comprenant le
système de refroidissement d’urgence de coeur se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 9.
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