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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a robot control-
ler comprising a control unit for controlling at least one
industrial robot and a portable operating device for teach-
ing and manually operating the robot.

PRIOR ART

[0002] An industrial robot is programmed to carry out
work along an operating path. In order to program or
teach the robot the work, the robot is manipulated to po-
sitions along the desired operating path. These positions
are stored as instructions in a memory in the control unit.
During operation of the robot, the program instructions
are executed, thereby making the robot operate as de-
sired. A person controlling a robot is denoted an operator.
In the following the words user and operator are used
synonymously.
[0003] An industrial robot can be operated in at least
two different modes: automatic and manual. When the
robot is in the manual operation mode, the robot is con-
trolled by means of a portable operator control device,
generally denoted a Teach Pendant Unit, and called
hereafter a TPU. A robot operator uses the TPU for man-
ually controlling the robot, for example to teach or pro-
gram the robot to follow an operating path. When the
robot is in manual mode, the TPU has exclusive right to
operate the robot and thus no other control device is al-
lowed to control the robot.
[0004] A TPU normally comprises operator control
means, for example a joystick, a ball, a set of buttons or
any combination thereof, a visual display unit, and safety
equipment such as an enabling device and a stop device,
for example an emergency stop button, or a conditional
stop button. The enabling device is for example a switch
or a push button, which has to be pressed by the operator
to enable control of the robot by the TPU. The enabling
device affects the current to the motors of the robot. When
the enabling device is released it is not possible to oper-
ate the robot by means of the TPU. For safety reasons
the TPU is provided with either an emergency stop but-
ton, which makes it possible for the operator to uncondi-
tionally stop the robot at any time by, or a conditional stop
button, which makes it possible for the operator to con-
ditionally stop the robot.
[0005] Today, the TPU and the control unit are con-
nected through a cable and communication between the
TPU and the control unit is done through a direct point-
to-point connection. The communication data exchanged
between the TPU and the control unit includes com-
mands and information. Hardware signals representing
the state of the safety equipment are transferred from
the TPU to the control unit by means of a separate wire
in the cable. However, when having a direct point-to-point
connection between the TPU and the control unit, and

the TPU should be used together with another control
unit, the operator must manually move the connection to
the other control unit.
[0006] EP 1 407 860 discloses a wireless solution to
this problem. The document discloses a robot controller
having a TPU including two transmitting means for wire-
lessly transmitting emergency stop signal data and a con-
trol unit including two receiving means for wirelessly re-
ceiving the emergency stop signal data. The transmitting
and receiving means form two wireless communication
channels for communicating redundant emergency stop
signal data. Further, the TPU and the control unit includes
transmitting and receiving means forming a third com-
munication channel used to wirelessly communicate
general data, such as robot position data, jog feeding
command data and the like, between the TPU and the
control unit. An advantage achieved with such a control-
ler is that the communication between the TPU and the
control unit becomes clearly defined. The channels use
different frequencies and the communication is a direct
point-to-point communication. A disadvantage with this
point-to-point communication is that it requires expensive
hardware.
[0007] For a wireless connection, as well as for a non-
wireless connection, there is a desire to be able to use
network communication between the TPU and the control
unit. This is, for example, advantageous in a robot system
including a plurality or robots and one or more robot con-
trollers. Another advantage with having a network com-
munication is that it is cheaper than a point-to point com-
munication, since cheap standard components can be
used.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The object of the present invention is to provide
an improved robot controller, which makes it possible to,
with maintained safety, use network communication be-
tween the TPU and the control part.
[0009] This object is achieved with a robot controller
as specified in claim 1.
[0010] According to the invention the TPU comprises
a safety TPU-part having a first communication unit for
transmitting communication data and a main TPU-part
having a second communication unit for transmitting and
receiving communication data, and the control unit com-
prises a safety control part having a third communication
unit for receiving communication data and a main control
part having a forth communication unit for transmitting
and receiving communication data. The first and third
communication units are arranged such that they form a
first communication channel for transferring communica-
tion data including information regarding the status of
safety equipment from the TPU to the control unit, and
the second and fourth communication units are arranged
such that they form a second communication channel for
transferring general communication data between the
TPU and the control unit. The invention is characterized
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in that each of the main TPU-part, the safety TPU-part,
the main control part, and the safety control part com-
prises a central processing unit adapted for generating
and/or handling said communication data, each of the
communication units are connected to a computer net-
work, and each of the communication units forms a node
in the computer network.
[0011] According to the invention, the TPU is divided
into a main TPU-part and a safety TPU-part, and the con-
trol unit is divided into a main control part and a safety
control part. Each of the parts has its own hardware, that
is to say its own CPU and its own communication equip-
ment, and its own software for generating communication
data and handling received communication data.
[0012] Thus, communication of safety data between
the TPU and the control unit becomes completely sepa-
rated from the other communication between the TPU
and the control unit. Since each of the main TPU-part,
the safety TPU-part, the main control part, and the safety
control part is provided with a central processing unit
adapted for generating and/or handling communication
data, it is possible to generate and process safety data
totally separated from the generation and handling of
general data, and thereby to increase the security of the
generation and transfer of safety data. Another advan-
tage gained with a separate generation and handling of
the safety data, is that safety certification of the safety
system of the robot is simplified. It will probably be suffi-
cient to certify only the safety TPU-part and the safety
control part. Thus, the certifying procedure becomes con-
siderably easier and smothers. Since the amount of safe-
ty data to be transferred and handled is low (only a few
safety signals), it is possible to have a complex error han-
dling of the safety data to a low cost. The separate gen-
erating and handling of the safety data makes is possible
to have special safety check routines for the safety data,
which do not influence the general communication data.
Thereby the robustness of the safety handling is in-
creased.
[0013] The invention makes it possible to implement
the safety system of the robot by means of a computer
network with maintained or even increased safety with
respect to transfer of safety signals.
[0014] The communication units are preferably ar-
ranged such that all communication data regarding safety
equipment, also including redundant status information,
is transferred between the safety TPU and the safety
control part by means of the first and third communication
units. Transferring all safety data on the same channel
reduces the hardware needed for the communication,
and thus reduces the hardware costs.
[0015] In this context a computer network is a commu-
nication route to which a plurality of autonomous units
with unique network addresses is connected, and com-
munication between the units is carried out by sending
and receiving messages, comprising communication da-
ta, to and from the addresses. Each autonomous unit in
the network is a node in the network and data is sent

between the nodes. Preferably, a computer network in-
cludes a router, which directs data between the nodes.
A communication unit is adapted to produce messages
to be sent to other nodes in the network and/or to interpret
messages received from other nodes in the network. The
communication units are either implemented by hard-
ware, software or a combination thereof.
[0016] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the safety equipment includes a manually operated stop
device, which upon activation stops robot motions, and
a manually operated enabling device, which upon acti-
vation enables manual motion of the robot, and said in-
formation regarding the status of the safety equipment
includes information regarding the status of the stop de-
vice and the enabling device. It is advantageous to trans-
fer all safety data on the same communication channel
as hardware cost is reduced.
[0017] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the communication units are connected to a common net-
work and each of the communication units has a unique
address.
[0018] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion, the first and the fourth communication unit are con-
nected to a first network and the second and third com-
munication units are connected to a second network.
Thereby it is possible to use different networks for transfer
of safety data and for transfer of other data and com-
mands. For example, a network with high demand on
safety is used for transferring safety data, and a network
with less demand on safety is used for transferring com-
mands and other types of communication data.
[0019] The main control part and the main TPU part
are adapted for communication with each other, and the
safety control part and the safety TPU part are adapted
for at least one-way communication with each other. The
safety TPU-part comprises means for generating com-
munication data including information regarding the sta-
tus of the safety equipment, and the safety TPU-part com-
prises means for receiving communication data including
information regarding the status of the safety equipment.
This embodiment makes it possible to transfer safety re-
lated communication data between the safety TPU-part
and the safety control part, and to transfer other commu-
nication data between the main TPU-part and the main
control part. Thus, it is possible to separate safety data
from the other communication between the TPU and the
control unit.
[0020] When connecting the TPU to the robot controller
for use in manual mode, i.e. for moving the robot or start
a program, the safety TPU-part and the safety control
part are exchanging data for safety signals, and the main
TPU-part and the main control part are exchanging data
for commands and other information. Thus, the commu-
nication between the safety TPU-part and the safety con-
trol part is independent of the communication between
the main TPU-part and the main control part, which
means that the communication of safety signals between
the TPU and the control unit is independent of the other
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communication between the TPU and the control unit.
[0021] According to an embodiment of the invention
the safety TPU-part comprises the safety equipment and
based on the status of the safety equipment generates
the communication data including the status of the safety
equipment. This embodiment is advantageous due to
practical reasons; such as there is no need to transfer
the safety signals between the main and safety TPU-part.
[0022] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the main TPU-part comprises the safety equipment and
is adapted to provide one or more safety signals based
on the status of the safety equipment, and the safety
TPU-part is adapted to the read safety signals from the
main TPU-part and on basis thereof generate communi-
cation data including the status of the safety equipment.
The main TPU comprises the safety equipment, and the
safety TPU-part handles the communication of informa-
tion regarding the safety signals with the control unit.
[0023] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the safety control part comprises a time check module,
checking whether the communication data including the
status of the safety equipment is received within a certain
time frame or not. If data including the status of the safety
equipment is not received within a certain time frame,
the controller has to take a measure, for example stop
the motion of the robot. Thus, the safety of the robot con-
troller is increased.
[0024] Preferably, the safety control part also compris-
es a safety check module, checking the data received
regarding the status of the safety equipment. For exam-
ple, if redundant status signals are generated, the safety
check may include checking whether the received status
signals are equal or not. Thus, safety and protection
against processor failure are ensured.
[0025] According to an embodiment of the invention
the safety equipment comprises a manually operated
stop device, which upon activation stops robot motions,
and the information regarding the status of the safety
equipment includes information regarding the status of
the stop device. The safety control part comprises means
for determining whether the robot should be stopped or
not based on the received information. Preferably, the
safety control part comprises a signal generating unit,
generating a stop signal including information regarding
whether the robot should be stopped or not, and the main
control part comprises input means, receiving the stop
signal from the safety control part and the main control
part is adapted to stop the robot based on the stop signal.
The stop device is for example an emergency stop button
or a conditional stop button.
[0026] According to an embodiment of the invention
the safety equipment comprises a manually operated en-
abling device, which upon activation enables manual
control of the robot by means of the TPU, and the infor-
mation regarding the status of the safety equipment in-
cludes information regarding the status of the enabling
device. The safety control part comprises means for de-
termining whether manual control of the robot by means

of the TPU is permitted or not based on the received
information regarding status of the enabling device. Pref-
erably, the safety control part comprises a signal gener-
ating unit, generating an enabling signal including infor-
mation regarding whether manual control of the robot by
means of the TPU is permitted or not. The main control
part comprises receiving means, receiving the enabling
signal from the safety control part and the main control
part is adapted to permit or not permit manual control of
the robot based on the received enabling signal.
[0027] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the signal generating unit is adapted to generate the en-
abling signal based on whether the communication data
including the status of the safety equipment is received
within the time frame or not, such that manual control of
the robot is not permitted upon failure to receive informa-
tion regarding the status of the enabling device within the
time frame. Thus, the safety of the robot controller is in-
creased.
[0028] According to an embodiment of the invention
the main TPU-part and the main control part are arranged
for network communication with each other and the safe-
ty TPU-part and the safety control part are arranged for
network communication with each other. Each of the
communication units has a unique address. Thus, it is
ensured that the communication between the safety
TPU-part and the safety control part is independent of
the communication between the main TPU-part and the
main control part.
[0029] According to an embodiment of the invention,
each of the main TPU-part, the safety TPU-part, the main
control part and the safety control part comprises a cen-
tral processing unit. Thus, each of the parts has the power
to process data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] The invention will now be explained more close-
ly by the description of different embodiments of the in-
vention and with reference to the appended figures.

Fig. 1 shows an industrial robot including a control unit
and a TPU.

Fig. 2 shows a robot controller according to a first em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig. 3 shows a robot controller according to a second
embodiment of the invention.

Fig. 4 shows a robot controller according to a third
embodiment of the invention in which commu-
nication data is transferred via two networks.

Fig. 5 shows a robot controller according to a fourth
embodiment of the invention in which the com-
munication units are implemented as software
processes.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0031] Figure 1 shows an industrial robot comprising
a manipulator 1, a controller comprising a control unit 3
for controlling the manipulator, and a portable operator
control device 4, in the following denoted a TPU (Teach
Pendant Unit) for teaching and manually operating the
manipulator. The TPU 4 communicates with the control
unit 3 via a data link 5, for example a wireless data link.
The TPU comprises a display screen 6, function keys 8,
a joystick 10, an emergency stop button 11, and an en-
abling device 12. The TPU also includes and antenna 14
and a radio module for wireless communication with the
control unit 3. The function keys 8 permit the operator to
select various states for the control system. The joystick
10 is used for controlling the movement of the manipu-
lator when the robot is manually operated. The enabling
device comprises a button 12, which has to be pressed
by the operator to enable control of the robot by the TPU.
When the operator releases the button of the enabling
device 12, the robot can no longer be operated by the
TPU. The emergency stop button 11 causes an emer-
gency stop upon activation. The enabling device 14 and
the emergency stop device 15 are parts of the safety
equipment of the TPU.
[0032] Figure 2 shows a robot controller according to
an embodiment of the invention. The robot controller
comprises a TPU 4 having a main TPU-part 20 and a
safety TPU-part 22, and a control unit 3 having a safety
control part 24 and a main control part 26. Preferably,
the main TPU-part 20 and the safety TPU-part 22 are
hosted in the same casing. The safety control part 24
and the main control part 26 are for example hosted in
the same casing. The main TPU-part 20 and the safety
TPU-part 22 are connected to a data communication link
28, for example a data bus, and the safety control part
24 and the main control part 26 are connected to a data
communication link 30, for example a data bus. The data
communication links 28 and 30 are connected via the
wireless data link 5. For example, the data link 5 is a
wireless communication network. The communication
units 38, 44, 46, 56 are nodes on the network. Other
TPUs and control units can be connected to the same
network.
[0033] The main TPU-part 20 comprises safety equip-
ment for protecting a user against injury during manual
control of the robot. In this embodiment the safety equip-
ment comprises an emergency stop button 11 and an
enabling device 12. However, in other embodiments the
safety equipment instead may comprise a conditional
stop button, or only an enabling device. The main TPU-
part 20 further comprises an enabling device status de-
tecting means 32, for detecting the status of the enabling
device 12, e.g. detecting whether the enabling button 12
is pressed or released. There can be more than one de-
tecting means 32 to achieve redundancy and thus to im-
prove the safety of the enabling function. The enabling

device status detecting means 32 generates an enabling
device signal ED1 based on detected status of the ena-
bling device. The main TPU-part 20 also comprises an
emergency stop button status detecting means 34, for
detecting the status of the emergency stop button 11, i.
e. detecting whether the emergency stop button 11 is
pressed or released. The emergency stop button status
detecting means 34 generates an emergency stop signal
ES1 based on detected status of the emergency stop
button.
[0034] The main TPU-part 20 comprises a CPU for
processing data and a communication unit 38 for com-
munication with the main control part 26. The communi-
cation unit 38 is connected to the data communication
link 28. The communication unit 38 is adapted for network
communication. The communication unit 38 sends com-
munication data including commands and information to
the main control part 26. The main TPU-part 20 also com-
prises an output unit 40 for transferring the enabling sig-
nal ED1 and the emergency stop signal ES1 to the safety
TPU-part 22.
[0035] The safety TPU-part 22 comprises an input unit
42 receiving the safety signals ES1, ED1 from the main
TPU-part 20, and a communication unit 44 adapted for
communication with the safety control part 24. The com-
munication unit 44 includes communication data gener-
ating means, which generates communication data in-
cluding information regarding the detected status of the
safety equipment 11, 12. The communication data gen-
erating means generates communication data compris-
ing one or more messages including information regard-
ing the status of the enabling device and the emergency
stop button. The communication data generating means
comprises ether a communication data generating soft-
ware process or a communication data generating circuit.
The communication data generating means may gener-
ate messages according to any suitable well known com-
munication protocol.
[0036] The communication unit 44 is adapted for net-
work communication and is connected to the data com-
munication link 28. The safety TPU-part 22 comprises a
CPU for processing data.
[0037] The safety control part 24 comprises a commu-
nication unit 46 for communication with the safety TPU-
part 22. The communication unit 46 is adapted for net-
work communication and is connected to the data com-
munication link 30. The communication unit 46 receives
communication data including the state of the safety
equipment.
[0038] The safety control part 24 further comprises a
time check module 48, checking whether communication
data including the status of the safety equipment is re-
ceived within a certain time frame or not. The time frame
is for example determined by the time it takes for the
robot to move a largest distance allowed due to safety
reasons.
[0039] The safety control part 24 comprises a signal
generating unit 49 generating an emergency stop signal
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ES2 including information regarding whether the robot
should be stopped or not, and an enabling signal ED2
including information regarding whether manual control
of the robot by means of the TPU should be permitted or
not. The signal generating unit 49 comprises means for
determining whether the robot should be stopped or not
and for determining whether manual control of the robot
should be permitted or not, based on the received infor-
mation. For example, if redundant safety equipment is
used the received status data is compared and a decision
is made based on the result of the comparison. The safety
control part 24 receives information from the safety con-
trol part 24 regarding whether the communication data
including the status of the safety equipment is received
within a certain time frame or not and bases its decision
thereon. Manual control of the robot is not permitted upon
failure to receive status information from the enabling
device within the time frame.
[0040] Thus, the safety control part 24 extracts infor-
mation regarding the detected status of the enabling de-
vice from the received communication data and creates
safety signals, in this case an enabling signal ED2 and
an emergency stop signal ES2, based on the extracted
information. The safety control part 24 comprises an out-
put unit 50 for transferring the enabling signal ED2 and
the emergency stop signal ES2 to the main control part
26.
[0041] The main control part 26 comprises an input
unit 52 adapted to read the safety signals ES2, ED2 from
the safety control part 24. The main control part 26 com-
prises an enabling circuit 54, often called the enabling
chain. The enabling circuit comprises a switch that is
opened or closed in dependence of the enabling signal
ED2, and another switch that is opened or closed in de-
pendence of whether the robot is in automatic or manual
mode. If the robot is in automatic mode it is not possible
to control the robot by the TPU. The enabling circuit 54
is connected to the motors of the robot. When the robot
is in manual mode and the enabling device is not acti-
vated, the brakes are applied to the motors. Thus, the
robot must be in manual mode and the enabling device
must be activated for the operator to be able to manually
move the robot. The main control part activates the emer-
gency stop function based on the emergency stop signal
ES2, i.e. according to the state of the emergency button.
[0042] The main control part 26 also comprises a com-
munication unit 56 for communication with the main TPU-
part 20. The communication unit 56 is adapted for net-
work communication and is connected to the data com-
munication link 30. The communication unit 56 receives
communication data including commands and informa-
tion from the main TPU-part. Each of the main control
part 26 and a safety control part 24 comprise a CPU for
processing data
[0043] The communication units 38, 44, 56 comprise
communication data generating means generating com-
munication data. The communication data generating
means generates messages, including the communica-

tion data, according to any known communication proto-
col. The communication data generating means compris-
es a communication data generating software process
or a communication data generating circuit. The commu-
nication units 38, 46, 56 comprise communication data
receiving means for receiving communication data. The
communication data receiving means comprises a com-
munication data receiving software process or a commu-
nication data receiving circuit. The communication units
38, 44, 46, 56 are either implemented by hardware or
software. Each of the communication units has a unique
address in the network.
[0044] Figure 3 shows a robot controller according to
a second embodiment of the invention. Elements corre-
sponding to the ones of the first embodiment, shown in
figure 2, are given the same reference numbers in figure
3. The robot controller differs from the one shown in figure
2 in that the safety equipment 11, 32 is mounted on the
safety TPU-part 22. The communication between the
TPU and the control unit is done through a common net-
work 60. The network 60 is wireless or not wireless. The
communication units 38, 46, 44, 56 are connected to the
network 60 and each communication units 38, 46, 44, 56
is a node in the network 60 and has a unique address.
[0045] In the following the method according to the in-
vention is described with reference to figure 3. Commu-
nication data including information regarding the status
of the safety equipment, i. e. the status of the enabling
device 11 and the stop device 12, is generating by the
communication unit 44. The status is for example stop
device activated, stop device not activated, enabling de-
vice activated, and enabling device not activated. The
communication data including information regarding the
status of the safety equipment is transmitted from the
communication unit 44, transferred via the network 60,
and received by the communication unit 46.
[0046] The communication unit 38 generates commu-
nication data excluding information regarding the safety
equipment, such as commands and information regard-
ing other issues. The communication data excluding in-
formation regarding the status of the safety equipment
is transmitted from the communication unit 38, trans-
ferred via the network 60, and received by the commu-
nication unit 56. The communication of data including
and data excluding information regarding the status of
the safety equipment is made independent of each other.
[0047] Figure 4 shows a robot controller according to
a third embodiment of the invention. In this embodiment
the main TPU-part 20 and the main control part 26 are
connected to a first network 62 and the safety TPU-part
22 and the safety control part 24 are connected to a sec-
ond network 64. For example, the networks 62 and 64
have different properties.
[0048] Figure 5 shows a robot controller according to
a fourth embodiment of the invention. In this embodiment
the TPU 4 comprises a communication unit 66 compris-
ing a first software process for communication with the
control unit 3, and a communication unit 68 comprising
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a second software process adapted to produce and
transmit communication data including information re-
garding the status of the safety equipment to the control
unit 3. The control unit 3 comprises a communication unit
70 comprising a third software process adapted to re-
ceive and interpret communication data including infor-
mation regarding the status of the safety equipment from
the safety TPU-part, and a fourth communication unit 72
comprising a software process for communication with
the main TPU-part. The first and fourth software proc-
esses are communicating with each other. The software
processes 66, 68, 70, 72 are connected to a common
network 60, and each software process has a unique
address. The TPU and the control unit are nodes in the
network and the software processes can be seen as sub-
nodes in the network.
[0049] The present invention is not limited to the em-
bodiments disclosed but may be varied and modified
within the scope of the following claims. The communi-
cation between the TPU and the control unit can be done
through any network using standard network compo-
nents. The network can either be wireless or through a
cable. The safety equipment does not necessarily have
to include a stop button. In some applications an enabling
device is sufficient.
[0050] In another embodiment of the invention each of
the TPU and the control unit may comprise three or more
pair of communication units, and two pair of communi-
cation units handles the safety communication data
and/or two pair of communication units handles the other
communication.
[0051] The safety equipment comprises equipment for
protecting a user against injury during manual control of
the robot, such as a stop device and/or an enabling de-
vice. However, the safety equipment may also include
other types of safety equipment of the TPU.

Claims

1. A robot controller comprising a control unit (3) for
controlling at least one robot (1) and a portable op-
erating device (4), called hereafter a TPU, for teach-
ing and manually operating the robot,
which TPU comprises a safety equipment (11, 12),
a safety TPU-part (22) having a first communication
unit (49) for transmitting communication data and a
main TPU-part (20) having a second communication
unit (38) for transmitting and receiving communica-
tion data,
the control unit comprises a safety control part (24)
having a third communication unit (46) for receiving
communication data and a main control part (26)
having a forth communication unit (56) for transmit-
ting and receiving communication data,
the first and third communication units (49,46) are
arranged such that they form a first communication
channel for transferring communication data includ-

ing information regarding the status of safety equip-
ment from the TPU to the control unit,
the second and fourth communication units (38,56)
are arranged such that they form a second commu-
nication channel for transferring general communi-
cation data between the TPU and the control unit,
characterized in that:

each of the main TPU-part, the safety TPU-part,
the main control part, and the safety control part
comprises a central processing unit (CPU)
adapted to generate and/or handle said commu-
nication data, each of the communication units
(38, 44, 46, 56) are connected to a network, and
each of the communication units forms a node
in the network.

2. The robot controller according to claim 1, wherein
said first communication channel is adapted to trans-
fer all information regarding the status of safety
equipment, including redundant status information.

3. The robot controller according to claim 1 or 2, where-
in said safety equipment (11,12) includes a manually
operated stop device (11), which upon activation
stops robot motions (11), and a manually operated
enabling device (12), which upon activation enables
manual motion of the robot, and said information re-
garding the status of the safety equipment includes
information regarding the status of the stop device
and the enabling device.

4. The robot controller according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the safety TPU-part (20) comprises
said safety equipment (11, 12) and based on the
status of the safety equipment generates said com-
munication data including the status of the safety
equipment.

5. The robot controller according to any of the claims
1-4, wherein the main TPU-part (20) comprises said
safety equipment (11, 12) and is adapted to provide
one or more safety signals (ES1, ED2) based on the
status of the safety equipment, and the safety TPU-
part (22) is adapted to read said safety signals from
the main TPU-part and on basis thereof generate
said communication data including the status of the
safety equipment.

6. The robot controller according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the safety control part (24) com-
prises a signal generating unit (49), generating a stop
signal (ES2) including information regarding whether
the robot should be stopped or not based on said
status information, and the main control part (26)
comprises an input unit (52), receiving said stop sig-
nal from the safety control part and the main control
part is adapted to stop the robot based on the stop
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signal from the safety control part.

7. The robot controller according to any of the previous
claims, wherein said safety equipment comprises a
manually operated enabling device (12), which upon
activation enables manual control of the robot by
means of the TPU, and said information regarding
the status of the safety equipment includes informa-
tion regarding the status of the enabling device, and
the safety control part comprises means (49) for de-
termining whether manual control of the robot by
means of the TPU is permitted or not based on the
received information regarding status of the enabling
device.

8. The controller according to claim 7, wherein the safe-
ty control part (24) comprises a signal generating
unit (49), generating an enabling signal (ED2) includ-
ing information regarding whether manual control of
the robot by means of the TPU is permitted or not,
and the main control part (26) comprises an input
unit (52), receiving said enabling signal from the
safety control part and the main control part is adapt-
ed to permit or not permit manual control of the robot
based on the received enabling signal.

Patentansprüche

1. Robotersteuereinheit, die eine Steuereinheit (3) zum
Steuern wenigstens eines Roboters (1) und eine
tragbare Bedienvorrichtung (4), nachstehend als ei-
ne TPU bezeichnet, zum Lehren und manuellen Be-
dienen des Roboters umfasst,
wobei die TPU eine Sicherheitseinrichtung (11, 12),
einen Sicherheits-TPU-Teil (22), der eine erste Kom-
munikationseinheit (49) zum Senden von Kommu-
nikationsdaten aufweist, und einen Haupt-TPU-Teil
(20), der eine zweite Kommunikationseinheit zum
Senden und Empfangen von Kommunikationsdaten
aufweist, umfasst,
wobei die Steuereinheit einen Sicherheitssteuerteil
(24), der eine dritte Kommunikationseinheit (46) zum
Empfangen von Kommunikationsdaten aufweist,
und einen Hauptsteuerteil (26), der eine vierte Kom-
munikationseinheit (56) zum Senden und Empfan-
gen von Kommunikationsdaten aufweist, umfasst,
wobei die erste und die dritte Kommunikationsein-
heit (49, 46) so angeordnet sind, dass sie einen ers-
ten Kommunikationskanal zum Übertragen von
Kommunikationsdaten, die Informationen enthalten,
die den Status der Sicherheitseinrichtung betreffen,
von der TPU zu der Steuereinheit bilden,
die zweite und die vierte Kommunikationseinheit (38,
56) so angeordnet sind, dass sie einen zweiten Kom-
munikationskanal zum Übertragen allgemeiner
Kommunikationsdaten zwischen der TPU und der
Steuereinheit bilden, dadurch gekennzeichnet,

dass:

jeder aus dem Haupt-TPU-Teil, dem Sicher-
heits-TPU-Teil, dem Hauptsteuerteil und dem
Sicherheitssteuerteil eine zentrale Verarbei-
tungseinheit (CPU) umfasst, die ausgelegt ist,
die Kommunikationsdaten zu erzeugen
und/oder zu handhaben, wobei jede aus den
Kommunikationseinheiten (38, 44, 46 56) mit ei-
nem Netz verbunden ist und jede aus den Kom-
munikationseinheiten einen Knoten in dem Netz
bildet.

2. Robotersteuereinheit nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
erste Kommunikationskanal ausgelegt ist, alle Infor-
mationen, die den Status der Sicherheitseinrichtung
betreffen, die redundante Statusinformationen ent-
halten, zu übertragen.

3. Robotersteuereinheit nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
die Sicherheitseinrichtung (11, 12) eine manuell be-
diente Anhaltevorrichtung (11) enthält, die nach dem
Aktivieren Roboterbewegungen (11) anhält, und ei-
ne manuell bediente Freigabevorrichtung (12), die
nach der Aktivieren manuelle Bewegung des Robo-
ters ermöglicht, und die Informationen, die den Sta-
tus der Sicherheitseinrichtung betreffen, Informatio-
nen enthalten, die den Status der Anhaltevorrichtung
und der Freigabevorrichtung betreffen.

4. Robotersteuereinheit nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Ansprüche, wobei der Sicherheits-TPU-Teil (20)
die Sicherheitseinrichtung (11, 12) umfasst und ba-
sierend auf dem Status der Sicherheitseinrichtung
die Kommunikationsdaten, die den Status der Si-
cherheitseinrichtung enthalten, erzeugt.

5. Robotersteuereinheit nach einem der Ansprüche
1-4, wobei der Haupt-TPU-Teil (20) die Sicherheits-
einrichtung (11, 12) umfasst und ausgelegt ist, ein
oder mehrerer Sicherheitssignale (ES1, ED2) basie-
rend auf dem Status der Sicherheitseinrichtung be-
reitzustellen, und der Sicherheits-TPU-Teil (22) aus-
gelegt ist, die Sicherheitssignale von dem Haupt-
TPU-Teil zu lesen und auf deren Basis die Kommu-
nikationsdaten, die den Status der Sicherheitsein-
richtung enthalten, zu erzeugen.

6. Robotersteuereinheit nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Ansprüche, wobei der Sicherheitssteuerteil (24)
eine Signalerzeugungseinheit (49) umfasst, die ein
Anhaltesignal (ES2), das Informationen enthält, die
betreffen, ob der Roboter angehalten werden sollte
oder nicht, basierend auf den Statusinformationen
erzeugt, und der Hauptsteuerteil (26) eine Eingabe-
einheit (52) umfasst, die das Anhaltesignal von dem
Sicherheitssteuerteil empfängt, und der Hauptsteu-
erteil ausgelegt ist, den Roboter basierend auf dem
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Anhaltesignal von dem Sicherheitssteuerteil anzu-
halten.

7. Robotersteuereinheit nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Ansprüche, wobei die Sicherheitseinrichtung ei-
ne manuell bediente Freigabevorrichtung (12) um-
fasst, die nach der Aktivierung manuelle Steuerung
des Roboters mit Hilfe der TPU ermöglicht, und die
Informationen, die den Status der Sicherheitsein-
richtung betreffen, Informationen enthalten, die den
Status der Freigabevorrichtung betreffen, und der
Sicherheitssteuerteil Mittel (49) umfasst zum Be-
stimmen, ob manuelle Steuerung des Roboters mit
Hilfe der TPU erlaubt ist oder nicht, basierend auf
den empfangenen Informationen, die den Status der
Freigabevorrichtung betreffen.

8. Steuereinheit nach Anspruch 7, wobei der Sicher-
heitssteuerteil (24) eine Signalerzeugungseinheit
(49) umfasst, die ein Freigabesignal (ED2) erzeugt,
das Informationen enthält, die betreffen, ob manu-
elle Steuerung des Roboters mit Hilfe der TPU er-
laubt ist oder nicht, und der Hauptsteuerteil (26) eine
Eingabeeinheit (52) umfasst, die das Freigabesignal
von dem Sicherheitssteuerteil empfängt, und der
Hauptsteuerteil ausgelegt ist, manuelle Steuerung
des Roboters basierend auf dem empfangenen Frei-
gabesignal zu erlauben oder nicht zu erlauben.

Revendications

1. Organe de commande de robot comprenant une uni-
té de commande (3) pour commander au moins un
robot (1) et un dispositif d’actionnement portatif (4),
appelé ci-après DAP, pour instruire et actionner ma-
nuellement ce robot,
lequel DAP comprend un matériel de sécurité (11,
22), une partie DAP de sécurité (22) ayant une pre-
mière unité de communication (49) pour émettre des
données de communication et une partie DAP prin-
cipale (20) ayant une deuxième unité de communi-
cation (38) pour émettre et recevoir des données de
communication,
l’unité de commande comprenant une partie de com-
mande de sécurité (24) ayant une troisième unité de
communication (46) pour recevoir des données de
communication et une partie de commande princi-
pale (26) ayant une quatrième unité de communica-
tion (56) pour émettre et recevoir des données de
communication,
la première et la troisième unité de communication
(49, 46) étant agencées de façon à former une pre-
mière voie de communication pour transférer des
données de communication comprenant des infor-
mations concernant l’état du matériel de sécurité du
DAP à l’unité de commande,
la deuxième et la quatrième unité de communication

(38, 56) étant agencées de façon à former une
deuxième voie de communication pour transférer
des données de communication générales entre le
DAP et l’unité de commande, caractérisé en ce
que :

chacune de la partie DAP principale, de la partie
DAP de sécurité, de la partie de comma3nde
principale et de la partie de commande de sé-
curité comprend une unité centrale de traite-
ment (UC) adaptée de façon à générer et/ou à
manipuler lesdites données de communication,
chacune des unités de communication (38, 44,
46, 56) étant connectée à un réseau, et chacune
des unités de communication formant un noeud
dans ce réseau.

2. Organe de commande de robot selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel ladite première voie de commu-
nication est adaptée de façon à transférer toutes les
informations concernant l’état du matériel de sécu-
rité, y compris des informations d’état redondantes.

3. Organe de commande de robot selon la revendica-
tion 1 ou 2, dans lequel ledit matériel de sécurité (11,
12) comprend un dispositif d’arrêt actionné manuel-
lement (11), qui, lorsqu’il est activé, arrête les mou-
vements du robot (11), et un dispositif d’activation
actionné manuellement (12), qui, lorsqu’il est action-
né, active le mouvement manuel du robot, et lesdites
informations concernant l’état du matériel de sécu-
rité comprennent des informations concernant l’état
de ce dispositif d’arrêt et de ce dispositif d’activation.

4. Organe de commande de robot selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans lequel la
partie DAP de sécurité (20) comprend ledit matériel
de sécurité (11, 12) et, en se basant sur l’état du
matériel de sécurité, génère lesdites données de
communication comprenant l’état du matériel de sé-
curité.

5. Organe de commande de robot selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel la partie
DAP principale (20) comprend ledit matériel de sé-
curité (11, 12) et est adaptée de façon à fournir un
ou plusieurs signaux de sécurité (ES1, ED2) basés
sur l’état du matériel de sécurité, et la partie DAP de
sécurité (22) est adaptée de façon à lire lesdits si-
gnaux de sécurité provenant de la partie DAP prin-
cipale et, en se basant sur ceux-ci, à générer lesdites
données de communication comprenant l’état du
matériel de sécurité.

6. Organe de commande de robot selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans lequel la
partie de commande de sécurité (24) comprend une
unité de génération de signal (49), générant un si-
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gnal d’arrêt (ES2) comprenant des information con-
cernant si le robot devrait être arrêté ou pas en se
basant sur lesdites information d’état, et la partie de
commande principale (26) comprend une unité d’en-
trée (52), recevant ledit signal d’arrêt de la partie de
commande de sécurité, et la partie de commande
principale est adaptée de façon à arrêter le robot en
se basant sur le signal d’arrêt provenant de la partie
de commande de sécurité.

7. Organe de commande de robot selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le-
dit matériel de sécurité comprend un dispositif d’ac-
tivation actionné manuellement (12), qui, lorsqu’il est
actionné, active la commande manuelle du robot au
moyen du DAP, et lesdites informations concernant
l’état du matériel de sécurité comprennent des infor-
mations concernant l’état du dispositif d’activation,
et la partie de commande de sécurité comprend un
moyen (49) pour déterminer si la commande ma-
nuelle du robot au moyen du DAP est permise ou
pas en se basant sur les informations reçues con-
cernant l’état du dispositif d’activation.

8. Organe de commande de robot selon la revendica-
tion 7, dans lequel la partie de commande de sécurité
(24) comprend une unité de génération de signal
(49), générant un signal d’activation (ED2) compre-
nant des informations concernant si la commande
manuelle du robot au moyen du DAP est permise ou
pas, et la partie de commande principale (26) com-
prend une unité d’entrée (52), recevant ledit signal
d’activation de la partie de commande de sécurité,
et la partie de commande principale est adaptée de
façon à permettre ou à ne pas permettre la comman-
de manuelle du robot en se basant sur le signal d’ac-
tivation reçu.
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