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Description

Background of the Invention

Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates to a cyclic conjugated diene polymer and a method for producing the same.
More particularly, the present invention is concerned with a cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a six-membered
cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit, or comprising a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit and a
monomer unit derived from a monomer other than the six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer, which other
monomer is copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, and wherein the cyclic conjugated diene pol-
ymer has a high number average molecular weight, so that it has not only excellent thermal properties in respect of,
for example, a melting temperature, a glass transition temperature and a heat distortion temperature, but also excellent
mechanical properties, such as high tensile modulus and high flexural modulus, and is also concerned with a method
for producing such an excellent cyclic conjugated diene polymer. The present invention is further concerned with a
polymerization catalyst useful for production of such a polymer as mentioned above, which catalyst has an excellent
catalytic activity for not only achieving a desired high polymerization degree, but also effectively and efficiently per-
forming a living anionic polymerization which enables a block copolymerization of a six-membered cyclic conjugated
diene monomer and a monomer which is other than and copolymerizable with the six-membered cyclic conjugated
diene monomer.

Prior Art

[0002] Heretofore, various proposals have been made with respect to conjugated diene polymers. Some of the pol-
ymers produced by the techniques of such proposals have been widely used as commercially important materials.
[0003] Representative examples of known conjugated diene polymers include homopolymers, such as a polybuta-
diene and a polyisoprene; copolymers of block, graft, taper and random configurations, such as a butadiene-isoprene
copolymer, a styrene-butadiene copolymer, a propylene-butadiene copolymer, a styrene-isoprene copolymer, an α-
methylstyrene-butadiene copolymer, an α-methylstyrene-isoprene copolymer, an acrylonitrile-butadiene copolymer,
an acrylonitrile-isoprene copolymer, a butadiene-methyl methacrylate copolymer; and hydrogenated polymers derived
therefrom. These polymers have been used for various purposes in various fields. For example, these conventional
polymers have been used as plastics; elastomers; materials for parts for machines, tires and belts; insulating materials;
adhesives; and modifiers for other resins.
[0004] For example, in the field of thermoplastic elastomers, a block copolymer has conventionally been used which
comprises a polymer chain composed of an agglomeration phase (i.e., hard segment) which is of a polymer block
having a Tg (glass transition temperature) of higher than room temperature, and an elastomer phase (i.e., soft segment)
which is of a polymer block having a Tg of lower than room temperature.
[0005] Representative examples of such block copolymers include a styrene-butadiene (isoprene)-styrene block
copolymer and a hydrogenated product thereof.
[0006] Further, for improving various properties (such as heat resistance, flowability and adhesion properties) of the
styrene-butadiene (isoprene)-styrene block copolymer or a hydrogenated product thereof, it has been widely practiced
to use the block copolymer or a hydrogenated polymer thereof in the form of a block copolymer composition which is
obtained by blending the above-mentioned block copolymer or a hydrogenated product thereof with another polymer,
such as a polystyrene, a polyolefin, a polyphenylene ether or a styrene-butadiene diblock copolymer, or a hydrogenated
product thereof.
[0007] On the other hand, various proposals have been made with respect to the method for producing a conjugated
diene polymer, which is also very important from a commercial point of view.
[0008] Particularly, various studies have been made with a view toward developing a polymerization catalyst capable
of providing conjugated diene polymers having a high cis-1,4-bond content, for the purpose of obtaining conjugated
diene polymers having improved thermal and mechanical properties.
[0009] For example, a catalyst system comprised mainly of a compound of an alkali metal, such as lithium or sodium,
and a composite catalyst system comprised mainly of a compound of a transition metal, such as nickel, cobalt or
titanium, have been proposed. Some of these catalyst systems have already been employed for a commercial scale
practice of polymerization of butadiene and isoprene (see, for example, End. Ing. Chem., 48, 784 (1956) and Examined
Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 37-8198).
[0010] On the other hand, for achieving a further increased cis-1,4-bond content and an excellent polymerization
activity, a number of studies have been made toward developing a composite catalyst system comprised of a rare earth
metal compound and an organometallic compound containing a metal belonging to Group I, II or III of the Periodic
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Table. Further, in connection with the study of such a catalyst system, intensive studies have also been made with
respect to highly stereospecific polymerization [see, for example, J. Polym. Sci., Polym. Chem. Ed., 18, 3345 (1980);
Sci, Sinica., 2/3, 734 (1980); Makromol. Chem. Suppl, 4, 61 (1981); unexamined German Patent Application Publication
No. 2,848,964; Rubber Chem. Technol., 58, 117 (1985)].
[0011] Among these composite catalyst systems, a composite catalyst comprised mainly of a neodymium compound
and an organoaluminum compound has been confirmed to have not only the ability to provide a desired polymer having
a high cis-1,4-bond content, but also exhibits an excellent polymerization activity. Accordingly, this type of composite
catalyst has already been commercially used as a catalyst for the polymerization of butadiene [see, for example, Makro-
mol. Chem., 94, 119 (1981); Macromolecules, 15, 230 (1982)].
[0012] However, in accordance with recent remarkable progress of the techniques in this field, there has been a
strong demand for the development of polymer materials having further improved properties, particularly excellent
thermal properties (such as melting temperature, glass transition temperature and heat distortion temperature) and
excellent mechanical properties (such as tensile modulus and flexural modulus).
[0013] As one of the most practical means for meeting such a demand, it has been attempted to develop a technique
of improving the structures of the polymeric molecular chains of polymers of conjugated diene monomers (in homopo-
lymerizing or copolymerizing not only a monomer having a relatively small steric hindrance, e.g., butadiene or isoprene,
but also a monomer having a large steric hindrance, e.g., a cyclic conjugated diene monomer) so as to obtain polymer
materials having excellent thermal and mechanical properties.
[0014] With respect to the homopolymerization or copolymerization of a monomer having a relatively small steric
hindrance, e.g., butadiene or isoprene, catalyst systems having a polymerization activity which is satisfactory to a
certain extent have been successfully developed. However, a catalyst system which exhibits a satisfactory polymeri-
zation activity in the homopolymerization or copolymerization of monomers having a large steric hindrance, e.g., a
cyclic conjugated diene monomer, has not yet been developed.
[0015] That is, by conventional techniques, even homopolymerization of a cyclic conjugated diene is difficult, so that
a homopolymer having a desired high molecular weight cannot be obtained. Furthermore, an attempt to copolymerize
a cyclic conjugated diene with a monomer other than the cyclic conjugated diene, for the purpose of obtaining a polymer
having optimized thermal and mechanical properties in order to meet a wide variety of commercial needs, has been
unsuccessful with the result that the products obtained are only oligomers having a low molecular weight.
[0016] As is apparent from the above, in any of the conventional techniques, it has been impossible to obtain a cyclic
conjugated diene polymer which has satisfactory properties. Therefore, it has been strongly desired to develop a high
molecular weight cyclic conjugated diene polymer which can satisfy the commercial demand.
[0017] J. Am. Chem. Soc., 81, 448 (1959) discloses a cyclohexadiene homopolymer and a polymerization method
therefor, which homopolymer is obtained by polymerizing 1,3-cyclohexadiene (a typical example of a cyclic conjugated
diene monomer), using a composite catalyst comprised of titanium tetrachloride and triisobutylaluminum. However,
the polymerization method disclosed in this prior art document is disadvantageous in that the use of a large amount
of the catalyst is necessary, and the polymerization reaction must be conducted for a prolonged period of time, and
that the obtained polymer has only an extremely low molecular weight. Therefore, the polymer obtained by the technique
of this prior art document is of no commercial value.
[0018] Further, J. Polym. Sci., Pt. A, 2,3277 (1964) discloses methods for producing a cyclohexadiene homopolymer,
in which the polymerization of 1,3-cyclohexadiene is conducted by various polymerization methods, such as radical
polymerization, cationic polymerization, anionic polymerization and coordination polymerization. In any of the methods
disclosed in this prior art document, however, the polymers obtained have only an extremely low molecular weight.
Therefore, the polymers obtained by the techniques of this prior art document are of no commercial value.
[0019] Unexamined British Patent Application Publication No. 1,042,625 discloses a method for producing a cy-
clohexadiene homopolymer, in which the polymerization of 1,3-cyclohexadiene is conducted using a large amount of
an organolithium compound as a catalyst.
[0020] In the polymerization method disclosed in unexamined British Patent Application Publication No. 1,042,625,
the catalyst must be used in an amount as large as 1 to 2 wt%, based on the total weight of the monomers. Therefore,
this method is economically disadvantageous. Further, the polymer obtained by this method has only an extremely low
molecular weight. Moreover, in this prior art document, there is no teaching or suggestion of obtaining a copolymer.
Furthermore, the method of this prior art document has disadvantages in that the polymer obtained contains a large
amount of catalyst residue, which is very difficult to remove from the polymer, so that the polymer obtained by this
method is of no commercial value.
[0021] J. Polym. Sci., Pt. A, 3, 1553 (1965) discloses a cyclohexadiene homopolymer, which is obtained by polym-
erizing 1,3-cyclohexadiene using an organolithium compound as a catalyst. In this prior art document, the polymeri-
zation reaction must be continued for a period as long as 5 weeks, however, the polymer obtained has a number
average molecular weight of only 20,000 or less.
[0022] Polym. Prepr. (Amer. Chem. Soc., Div. Polym. Chem.) 12, 402 (1971) teaches that when the polymerization
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of 1,3-cyclohexadiene is conducted using an organolithium compound as a catalyst, the upper limit of the number
average molecular weight of the cyclohexadiene homopolymer obtained is only from 10,000 to 15,000. Further, this
document teaches that the reason for such a small molecular weight resides in that, concurrently with the polymerization
reaction, not only does a transfer reaction occur, which is caused by the abstraction of a lithium cation present in the
polymer terminal, but also a reaction of elimination of lithium hydride occurs.
[0023] Die Makromolekulare Chemie., 163, 13 (1973) discloses a cyclohexadiene homopolymer which is obtained
by polymerizing 1,3-cyclohexadiene using a large amount of an organolithium compound as a catalyst. However, the
polymer obtained in this prior art document is an oligomer having a number average molecular weight of only 6,500.
[0024] European Polymer J., 9, 895 (1973) discloses a copolymer which is obtained by copolymerizing 1,3-cyclohex-
adiene with butadiene and/or isoprene, using a n-allylnickel compound as a polymerization catalyst.
[0025] However, the polymer obtained in this prior art document is an oligomer having an extremely low molecular
weight. Further, it has been reported that the polymer of this prior art document has a single glass transition temperature,
which suggests that the polymer has a random copolymer structure.
[0026] Kobunshi Ronbun-shu (Collection of theses concerning polymers), Vol. 34, No. 5, 333 (1977) discloses a
method for synthesizing a copolymer of 1,3-cyclohexadiene and acrylonitrile using zinc chloride as a polymerization
catalyst. However, the alternating copolymer obtained in this prior art document is an oligomer having an extremely
low molecular weight.
[0027] J. Polym. Sci., Polym. Chem. Ed., 20, 901 (1982) discloses a cyclohexadiene homopolymer which is obtained
by polymerizing 1,3-cyclohexadiene using an organosodium compound as a catalyst. In this prior art document, the
organosodium compound used is sodium naphthalene, and a radical anion derived from the sodium naphthalene forms
a dianion which functions as a polymerization initiation site.
[0028] This means that although the cyclohexadiene homopolymer reported in this document has an apparent
number average molecular weight of 38,700, this homopolymer is actually only a combination of two polymeric molec-
ular chains, each having a number average molecular weight of 19,350, which chains respectively extend from the
polymerization initiation site in two different directions.
[0029] Further, in the polymerization method disclosed in this document, the polymerization reaction needs to be
conducted at an extremely low temperature. Therefore, the technique of this prior art document is of no commercial
value.
[0030] Makromol. Chem., 191, 2743 (1990) discloses a method for polymerizing 1,3-cyclohexadiene using a poly-
styryllithium as a polymerization initiator. In this prior art document, it is described that concurrently with the polymer-
ization reaction, not only a transfer reaction, which is caused by the abstraction of a lithium cation present in the polymer
terminal, but also a reaction of elimination of lithium hydride vigorously occurs. Further, it is reported that even though
the polymerization is conducted using a polystyryllithium as a polymerization initiator, a styrene-cyclohexadiene block
copolymer cannot be obtained at room temperature, but the product obtained is only a cyclohexadiene homopolymer.
[0031] Further, in this prior art document, it is reported that when the polymerization reaction is conducted at -10 °C,
a styrene-cyclohexadiene block copolymer having a molecular weight of about 20,000 is obtained in extremely low
yield, together with a cyclohexadiene homopolymer.
[0032] However, the content of cyclohexadiene blocks in the obtained copolymer is extremely low. Further, this prior
art document has no teaching or suggestion about not only a block copolymer of cyclohexadiene with a chain conjugated
diene monomer, but also a multiblock copolymer which is an at least-tri-block copolymer of cyclohexadiene, or a radial
block copolymer of cyclohexadiene.
[0033] Furthermore, GB-A-2 044 277, US-A-4 020 251, US-A-3 328 372 and SU-A-210948 are noted as prior art
references. However, GB-A-2 044 277 and US-A-3 328 372 do not disclose 6-membered cyclic conjugated diene
polymers but cyclopentadiene polymers only. US-A-4 020 251 and SU-A-210948, respectively, disclose actual produc-
tion of copolymers containing cyclohexadiene and cyclohexadiene homopolymers by use of a complex of butyllithium
with an ether (e.g., tetrahydrofuran, THF) as a catalyst, in which the resultant polymers have small number average
molecular weights and large molecular weight distributions.
[0034] As can be easily understood from the above, in any of the conventional techniques, it has been impossible
to obtain a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer which has excellent properties so that it can be satisfactorily used as
an industrial material. Needless to say, a production process for such a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer is not known.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0035] In these situations, the present inventors have made extensive and intensive studies with a view toward
developing a novel cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer
unit, or comprising a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit and a monomer unit derived from a monomer
other than the six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer, which other monomer is copolymerizable with the six-
membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer, and wherein the cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a high number
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average molecular weight, so that it has not only excellent thermal properties in respect of, for example, a melting
temperature, a glass transition temperature and a heat distortion temperature, but also excellent mechanical properties,
such as high tensile modulus and high flexural modulus, and a method for producing such an excellent cyclic conjugated
diene polymer. As a result, the present inventors have successfully developed a polymerization catalyst useful for
production of such a polymer as mentioned above, which catalyst has an excellent catalytic activity for not only achieving
a desired high polymerization degree, but also effectively and efficiently performing a living anionic polymerization
which enables block copolymerization of a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer and a monomer which is
other than and copolymerizable with the six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer. With such a polymerization
catalyst, it has for the first time become possible to synthesize a high molecular weight six-membered cyclic conjugated
diene polymer which has never been reported. The present invention has been completed, based on these findings.
[0036] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising
a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit, or comprising a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene mon-
omer unit and a monomer unit derived from a monomer other than the six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer,
which other monomer is copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, and wherein the cyclic conjugated
diene polymer has a high number average molecular weight, so that it has not only excellent thermal properties in
respect of, for example, a melting temperature, a glass transition temperature and a heat distortion temperature, but
also excellent mechanical properties, such as high tensile modulus and high flexural modulus.
[0037] It is another object of the present invention to provide an effective and efficient method for producing such a
cyclic conjugated diene polymer as mentioned above.
[0038] It is a further object of the present invention to provide a polymerization catalyst useful for production of such
a polymer as mentioned above, which catalyst has an excellent catalytic activity for not only achieving a desired high
polymerization degree, but also effectively and efficiently performing a living anionic polymerization which enables
block copolymerization of a six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer and a monomer which is other than and
copolymerizable with the six-membered cyclic conjugated diene monomer.
[0039] In one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a main
chain represented by the following formula (I):

wherein A and B are monomer units constituting said main chain in which monomer units A and B are arranged in any
order, and ø and m are, respectively, weight percentages of monomer units A and B, based on the total weight of
monomer units A and B; wherein:

A is selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units each being independently rep-
resented by the following formula (III):

wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl
group or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a heter-
oatom.
B is selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomer units or the class consisting of
vinyl aromatic monomer units; and

wherein:
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ø and m satisfy the following requirements:

ø + m = 100,
0.5 ≤ ø ≤ 100, and
0 ≤ m < 100,

with the proviso that when ø = 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a number average molecular weight of
from 40,000 to 5,000,000. and when 0.5 ≤ ø < 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer is a block copolymer comprising
A monomer units and B monomer units and has a number average molecular weight of from 25,000 to 5,000,000,
wherein the number average molecular weight is measured by gel permeation chromatography, using 1,2,4-trichlo-
robenzene as a solvent and using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene.
[0040] In a further aspect of the present invention there is provided a method for producing a cyclic conjugated diene
polymer comprising a main chain represented by the following formula (I):

wherein A and B are monomer units constituting said main chain in which monomer units A and B are arranged
in any order, and ø and m are, respectively, weight percentages of monomer units A and B, based on the total weight
of monomer units A and B; wherein:

A is selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units each being independently rep-
resented by the following formula (III):

wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl
group or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a heter-
oatom.
B is selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomer units or the class consisting of
vinyl aromatic monomer units; and

wherein:

ø and m satisfy the following requirements:

ø + m = 100,
0.5 ≤ ø ≤ 100, and
0 ≤ m < 100,

with the proviso that when ø = 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a number average molecular weight of
from 40,000 to 5,000,000, and when 0.5 ≤ ø < 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer is a block copolymer comprising
A monomer units and B monomer units and has a number average molecular weight of from 25,000 to 5,000,000,
wherein the number average molecular weight is measured by gel permeation chromatography, using 1,2,4-trichlo-
robenzene as a solvent and using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene,
which comprises polymerizing at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer, or copolymerizing at least one cyclic
conjugated diene monomer and at least one comonomer copolymerizable therewith in the presence of a catalyst com-
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prised of a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a metal belonging to Group
IA of the Periodic Table with a complexing agent comprised of an amine, wherein the copolymerization of said at least
one cyclic conjugated diene monomer and said at least one comonomer is performed to produce a block copolymer,
said at least one comonomer being selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomers or
the class consisting of vinyl aromatic monomers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] In the accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1 is a chart showing the 1H-NMR spectrum of the cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer of the present inven-
tion, obtained in Example 3, which was measured using a deuteride form of 1,2-dichlorobenzene as a solvent;
FIG. 2 is a chart showing the viscoelasticity spectra of the cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer of the present
invention, obtained in Example 9;
FIG. 3 is a chart showing the 1H-NMR spectrum of the cyclic conjugated diene copolymer of the present invention,
obtained in Example 12, which was measured using a deuteride form of chloroform as a solvent;
FIG. 4 is a chart showing the 1H-NMR spectrum of the cyclic conjugated diene copolymer of the present invention,
obtained in Example 16, which was measured using a deuteride form of chloroform as a solvent;
FIG. 5 is a chart showing the 1H-NMR spectrum of the cyclic conjugated diene copolymer of the present invention,
obtained in Example 19, which was measured using a deuteride form of chloroform as a solvent;
FIG. 6 is a chart showing the 1H-NMR spectrum of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of
the present invention, obtained in Example 21, which was measured using a deuteride form of 1,2-dichlorobenzene
as a solvent;
FIG. 7 is a GPC chart of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, obtained
in Example 21;
FIG. 8 is a chart showing the DMA spectra of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the
present invention, obtained in Example 21;
FIG. 9 is a chart showing the 1H-NMR spectrum of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of
the present invention, obtained in Example 22, which was measured using a deuteride form of 1,2-dichlorobenzene
as a solvent;
FIG. 10 is a GPC chart of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, ob-
tained in Example 22; and
FIG. 11 is a chart showing the DMA spectra of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the
present invention, obtained in Example 23.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0042] For easy understanding of the present invention, the essential feature and various embodiments of the present
invention are enumerated below.

1. A cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a main chain represented by the following formula (I):

wherein A and B are monomer units constituting said main chain in which monomer units A and B are arranged
in any order, and ø and m are, respectively, weight percentages of monomer units A and B, based on the total
weight of monomer units A and B;

wherein:

A is selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units each being independently
represented by the following formula (III):
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wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl
group or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a
heteroatom.
B is selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomer units or the class consisting
of vinyl aromatic monomer units; and

wherein:

ø and m satisfy the following requirements:

ø + m = 100,
0.5 ≤ ø ≤ 100, and
0 ≤ m < 100,

with the proviso that when ø = 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a number average molecular weight
of from 40,000 to 5,000,000, and when 0.5 ≤ ø < 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer is a block copolymer
comprising A monomer units and B monomer units and has a number average molecular weight of from 25,000
to 5,000,000, wherein the number average molecular weight is measured by gel permeation chromatography,
using 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene as a solvent and using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene.

2. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to item 1 above, wherein ø = 100, and wherein said A monomer
units are comprised of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units which are the same or different.

3. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to item 1 above, wherein, in said block copolymer, said A mon-
omer units are comprised of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units which are the same or different.

4. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to item 1 above, wherein said block copolymer is an at least-tri-
block copolymer having a number average molecular weight of from 25,000 to 1,000,000 and comprising at least
two Y blocks each containing at least one A monomer unit, and at least one Z block comprised mainly of chain
conjugated diene monomer units as monomer units B, wherein the weight ratio of said at least two Y blocks to
said at least one Z block is from 3/97 to 97/3.

5. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to item 1 above, wherein said block copolymer is a diblock
copolymer having a number average molecular weight of from 25,000 to 1,000,000 and comprising one Y block
containing at least one A monomer unit, and one Z block comprised mainly of chain conjugated diene monomer
units as monomer units B.

6. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to any one of items 1 to 5 above, wherein at least one of said
cyclic conjugated diene monomer units is a 1,3-cyclohexadiene monomer unit or a derivative thereof.

7. A cyclic conjugated diene copolymer composition comprising (α) an at least-tri-block copolymer of item 4 above
and (β) a diblock copolymer of item 5 above, wherein the proportions of components (α) and (β) are, respectively,
from 5 to 95 % by weight and from 95 % to 5 % by weight, based on the total weight of components (α) and (β).

8. The composition according to item 7 above, wherein at least a part of said Y block is comprised of at least one
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cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit selected from the class consisting of a 1,3-cyclohexadiene monomer unit
and a derivative thereof, and said Z block is comprised mainly of units of at least one member selected from the
class consisting of a 1,3-butadiene monomer unit and an isoprene monomer unit.

9. The composition according to item 7 above, wherein said at least-tri-block copolymer (α) has a configuration
represented by a formula selected from the group consisting of Y - (Z - Y)q, (Y - Z)r, Z - (Y - Z)r, [(Z - Y)q]r, [(Y -
Z)q]r, [(Z - Y)q-Z]r, and [(Y - Z)q-Y]r in which Y and Z are as defined above, q is an integer of 1 or more, and r is an
integer of 2 or more.

10. A method for producing a cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a main chain represented by the following
formula

wherein A and B are monomer units constituting said main chain in which monomer units A and B are arranged
in any order, and ø and m are, respectively, weight percentages of monomer units A and B, based on the total
weight of monomer units A and B;

wherein:

A is selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units each being independently
represented by the following formula (III):

wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl
group or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a
heteroatom.
B is selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomer units or the class consisting
of vinyl aromatic monomer units; and

wherein:

ø and m satisfy the following requirements:

ø + m = 100,
0.5 ≤ ø ≤ 100, and
0 ≤ m < 100,

with the proviso that when ø = 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a number average molecular weight
of from 40,000 to 5,000,000, and when 0.5 ≤ ø < 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer is a block copolymer
comprising A monomer units and B monomer units and has a number average molecular weight of from 25,000
to 5,000,000, wherein the number average molecular weight is measured by gel permeation chromatography,
using 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene as a solvent and using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene,
which comprises polymerizing at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer, or copolymerizing at least one cyclic
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conjugated diene monomer and at least one comonomer copolymerizable therewith in the presence of a catalyst
comprised of a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a metal belonging to
Group IA of the Periodic Table with a complexing agent comprised of an amine, wherein the copolymerization of
said at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer and said at least one comonomer is performed to produce a
block copolymer, said at least one comonomer being selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated
diene monomers or the class consisting of vinyl aromatic monomers.

11. The method according to item 10 above, wherein said catalyst is one which has been prepared prior to the
polymerization.

12. A polymerization catalyst comprising a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound con-
taining a metal belonging to Group IA of the Periodic Table with a complexing agent comprised of an amine.

[0043] In the present invention, the monomer units of the polymer are named in accordance with a nomenclature
such that the names of the original monomers from which the monomer units are derived, as such, are used with the
term "unit" attached thereto. For example, the term "cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit" means a monomer unit
which is formed in a polymer obtained by the polymerization of a cyclic conjugated diene monomer and which has a
molecular structure such that a cycloolefin corresponding to the cyclic conjugated diene monomer is bonded at two
carbon atoms of a skeleton thereof.
[0044] As mentioned above, the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention is a polymer comprising a
main chain which is comprised partly or entirely of monomer units derived from the cyclic conjugated diene monomers.
[0045] Representative examples of cyclic conjugated diene polymers of the present invention include a polymer
comprising a main chain which is comprised solely of at least one monomer unit selected from the class consisting of
cyclic conjugated diene monomer units, and a polymer comprising a main chain which is comprised of at least one
monomer unit selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units and a monomer unit derived
from at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the conjugated diene monomer.
[0046] More specific examples of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention include a homopolymer
of a cyclic conjugated diene monomer, a copolymer of at least two types of cyclic conjugated diene monomers, and a
copolymer of at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer and at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the
cyclic conjugated diene monomer.
[0047] Most preferred examples of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention include a polymer
comprising a main chain which is comprised of at least one monomer unit selected from the class consisting of cyclic
conjugated diene monomer units having a cyclohexene ring in a molecular structure thereof.
[0048] In the present invention, the term "cyclic conjugated diene monomer" means a cyclic conjugated diene having
a 6-membered carbocyclic structure.
[0049] Examples of cyclic conjugated diene monomers include 1,3-cyclopentadiene, 1,3-cyclohexadiene, 1,3-cy-
cloheptadiene, 1,3-cyclooctadiene, and derivatives thereof. Preferred examples of cyclic conjugated diene monomers
include 1,3-cyclohexadiene and 1,3-cyclohexadiene derivatives, or a cyclic conjugated diene monomer having in its
molecule a 6-membered carbocyclic structure attached thereto. Of these, 1,3-cyclohexadiene is most preferred.
[0050] In the present invention, as examples of comonomers copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene mon-
omer, there can be mentioned monomers which can be polymerized by anionic polymerization.
[0051] Examples of such monomers include chain conjugated diene monomers, such as 1,3-butadiene, isoprene,
2,3-dimethyl-1,3-butadiene, 1,3-pentadiene and 1,3-hexadiene; and vinyl aromatic monomers, such as styrene, α-
methylstyrene, o-methylstyrene, p-methylstyrene, p-tert-butylstyrene, 2,4-dimethylstyrene, divinylbenzene, vinylnaph-
thalene, diphenylethylene and vinylpyridine. Each of these monomers can be used individually or in combination.
[0052] In the present invention, the copolymer may be a block copolymer, such as a diblock, a triblock, a tetrablock,
a multiblock or a radial block copolymer, or a taper block copolymer.
[0053] In the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention, the content of the cyclic conjugated diene
monomer unit may vary depending on the intended use of the polymer. However, the content of the cyclic conjugated
diene monomer unit is within the range of from 0.5 to 100 wt%, preferably from 1 to 100 wt%, based on the weight of
the main chain of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer.
[0054] Further, for obtaining a cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention which can be used in a field
where the polymer is required to have high thermal and mechanical properties, it is recommended that the content of
the cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit in the cyclic conjugated diene polymer be within the range of from 5 to 100
wt%, more preferably from 10 to 100 wt%, most preferably from 15 to 100 wt%, based on the weight of the main chain
of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer.
[0055] For obtaining a cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention which can be used as a material for
a mechanical part, it is preferred that the number average molecular weight of the polymer be within the range of from
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25,000 to 5,000,000. From the viewpoint of productivity in the commercial scale production of such a polymer, it is
recommended that the number average molecular weight of the polymer be within the range of from 25,000 to
3,000,000, more preferably within the range of from 30,000 to 2,000,000, still more preferably from 35,000 to 1,000,000.
The most preferred range is from 40,000 to 500,000.
[0056] When the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention comprises a main chain which is comprised
only of at least one monomer unit selected from the class consisting of the cyclic conjugated diene monomer units,
the number average molecular weight of the polymer is within the range of from 40,000 to 5,000,000 in terms of the
value obtained using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene.
[0057] When the number average molecular weight of such a polymer is less than 40,000, the polymer is likely to
become markedly brittle, so that the commercial value of the polymer becomes extremely low. From the viewpoint of
productivity in the commercial scale production of such a polymer, the number average molecular weight of the polymer
is preferably within the range of from 40,000 to 2,000,000, more preferably from 40,000 to 1,000,000. The most pre-
ferred range is from 40,000 to 500,000.
[0058] With respect to the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention in which the main chain is com-
prised only of at least one monomer unit selected from the class consisting of the cyclic conjugated diene monomer
units, for controlling the molecular weight of the polymer or for obtaining it in the form of a star shaped polymer, it can
assume a configuration such that the terminals of a plurality of polymeric molecular chains are bonded using a con-
ventional at least-bi-functional coupling agent, such as dimethyldichlorosilane, methyltrichlorosilane, dimethyldibromo-
silane, methyltribromosilane, titanocene dichloride, methylene chloride, methylene bromide, chloroform, carbon tetra-
chloride, silicon tetrachloride, titanium tetrachloride, tin tetrachloride, an epoxidized soybean oil, or an ester.
[0059] With respect to the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention which is a copolymer comprising
at least one monomer unit selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units and the mon-
omer unit derived from at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, the mo-
lecular weight of the polymer can be selected according to the intended use of the polymer. However, the number
average molecular weight of such a polymer in terms of the value obtained using a calibration curve of a standard
polystyrene is generally within the range of from 25,000 to 5,000,000, preferably from 25,000 to 3,000,000, more
preferably from 30,000 to 2,000,000, still more preferably from 35,000 to 1,000,000. The most preferred range is from
40,000 to 500,000.
[0060] When the number average molecular weight of such a polymer is less than 25,000, the polymer is likely to
be a markedly brittle solid substance or a viscous liquid, so that the commercial value of the polymer as an industrial
material becomes low.
[0061] On the other hand, when the number average molecular weight of such a polymer is more than 5,000,000,
the polymer is disadvantageous in various aspects from the commercial viewpoint. For example, a cyclic conjugated
diene copolymer having such a high molecular weight has disadvantages in that a prolonged period of time is needed
for the polymerization reaction, and that the melt viscosity of the polymer obtained becomes high.
[0062] In the present invention, the number average molecular weight of the polymer is given in terms of the value
obtained using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene.
[0063] When the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention is a cyclic conjugated diene block copol-
ymer containing a plurality of different polymer blocks in the polymeric molecular chain thereof, the polymer block may
be a polymer block comprised of monomer units derived only from at least one type of cyclic conjugated diene monomer,
a polymer block comprised of a monomer unit derived from at least one type of cyclic conjugated diene monomer and
a monomer unit derived from at least one type of comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene, or a
polymer block comprised of monomer units derived from at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic
conjugated diene monomer. For attaining various purposes, various types of polymer blocks can be designed and
polymerized. By an appropriate choice and combination of such polymer blocks, a cyclic conjugated diene block co-
polymer having suitable properties for the intended use can be obtained.
[0064] In the present invention, when a part or all of a polymer block is comprised of monomer units selected from
the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units, it is recommended that the polymer block contain a
contiguous arrangement of at least 10 cyclic conjugated diene monomer units, preferably 20 or more cyclic conjugated
diene monomer units, more preferably 30 or more cyclic conjugated diene monomer units, from the viewpoint of im-
provement in thermal and mechanical properties of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer of the present inven-
tion.
[0065] As a method for producing a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer of the present invention, there can be
mentioned a method which comprises preparing a block unit polymer comprised of monomer units derived from at
least one type of cyclic conjugated diene monomer, a block unit polymer comprised of monomer units derived from at
least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer and a monomer unit derived from at least one type of comonomer copol-
ymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, and a block unit polymer comprised of monomer units derived
from at least one type of comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer; choosing an appro-
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priate combination of these block unit polymers; and polymerization-bonding the combination of block unit polymers
together, thereby obtaining a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer having suitable properties for the intended use
of the polymer. If desired, the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer can be subjected to hydrogenation, with the
proviso that the carbon-to-carbon double bond contained in the molecular structure of the cyclic conjugated diene
monomer unit should not be saturated by hydrogenation.
[0066] Specific examples of preferred modes of the method of the present invention include the following modes.
[0067] One mode of the method comprises the steps of forming by polymerization a block unit polymer containing
a monomer unit derived from at least one type of cyclic conjugated diene monomer, or a block unit polymer derived
only from the cyclic conjugated diene monomer; and polymerizing the block unit polymer with at least one type of
comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, wherein the comonomer is successively bond-
ed to one or both terminals of the block unit polymer by polymerization. If desired, the block copolymer obtained may
be subjected to hydrogenation.
[0068] Another mode of the method comprises the steps of polymerizing at least one type of comonomer copolym-
erizable with a cyclic conjugated diene monomer to obtain a block unit polymer; and polymerizing the block unit polymer
with at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer, and optionally with at least one type of comonomer copolymerizable
with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, wherein the cyclic conjugated diene monomer and the optional comonomer
are successively bonded to one or both terminals of the block unit polymer by polymerization. If desired, the block
copolymer obtained may be subjected to hydrogenation.
[0069] A further mode of the method comprises the steps of forming by polymerization a block unit polymer containing
a monomer unit derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer, or a block unit polymer derived only from
the cyclic conjugated diene monomer; polymerizing the block unit polymer with at least one type of comonomer copo-
lymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer to obtain a polymer; and successively bonding to the polymer
by polymerization a block unit polymer containing a monomer unit derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene
monomer or a block unit polymer derived only from the cyclic conjugated diene monomer. If desired, the block copolymer
obtained may be subjected to hydrogenation.
[0070] Still a further mode of the method comprises the steps of polymerizing at least one type of comonomer co-
polymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer to obtain a block unit polymer; polymerizing the block unit
polymer with a block unit polymer containing a monomer unit derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene mon-
omers or a block unit polymer derived only from the cyclic conjugated diene polymer; and successively bonding to the
resultant polymer by polymerization at least one type of comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene
monomer. If desired, the block copolymer obtained may be subjected to hydrogenation.
[0071] Still a further mode of the method comprises the steps of forming by polymerization a block unit polymer
containing a monomer unit derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer or a block unit polymer derived
only from the cyclic conjugated diene monomer; polymerizing the block unit polymer with at least one type of comonomer
copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer to obtain a polymer; and bonding the terminals of the
polymeric molecular chain of the polymer using a conventional at least-bi-functional coupling agent (such as dimeth-
yldichlorosilane, methyltrichlorosilane, dimethyldibromosilane, methyltribromosilane, titanocene dichloride, methylene
chloride, methylene bromide, chloroform, carbon tetrachloride, silicon tetrachloride, titanium tetrachloride, tin tetrachlo-
ride, an epoxidized soybean oil, or an ester). If desired, the block copolymer obtained may be subjected to hydrogen-
ation.
[0072] Still a further mode of the method comprises the steps of forming by polymerization a block unit polymer
containing a monomer unit derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer or a block unit polymer derived
only from the cyclic conjugated diene monomer; introducing a functional group to one or both terminals of the block
unit polymer using a terminal modifier (such as ethylene oxide, propylene oxide, cyclohexene oxide, carbon dioxide,
or an acid chloride), to obtain a functional block unit polymer (if desired, the obtained functional block unit polymer may
be subjected to hydrogenation); and bonding the functional block unit polymer thus obtained to another polymer having
a functional group which can be bonded to the functional group of the above-obtained functional block unit polymer.
Examples of such another polymer include a polyamide, a polyester, a polyketone, a polyimide, a polysulfide, a polysul-
fone; a polystyrene and a polyolefin.
[0073] Still a further mode of the method comprises steps of forming by polymerization a block unit polymer containing
a monomer unit derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer or a block unit polymer derived only from
the cyclic conjugated diene monomer; polymerizing the block unit polymer with at least one type of comonomer copo-
lymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer to obtain a polymer; introducing a functional group to one or
both terminals of the thus obtained polymer using a terminal modifier (such as ethylene oxide, propylene oxide, cy-
clohexene oxide, carbon dioxide or an acid chloride) to obtain a functional polymer (if desired, the functional polymer
may be subjected to hydrogenation); and bonding the thus obtained functional polymer to another polymer having a
functional group which can be bonded to the functional group of the above functional polymer.
[0074] Still a further mode of the method comprises polymerizing at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer with
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at least one type of comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, wherein the at least one
comonomer has a different polymerization rate from that of the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, to thereby obtain a
taper block copolymer. If desired, the block copolymer obtained may be subjected to hydrogenation.
[0075] Still a further mode of the method comprises polymerizing a cyclic conjugated diene monomer and at least
one type of comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer, wherein the ratio of the cyclic
conjugated diene monomer to the at least one comonomer is not a unity. If desired, the block copolymer obtained may
be subjected to hydrogenation.
[0076] In the present invention, the block unit polymer comprised of at least one monomer unit selected from the
class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units may further comprise a monomer unit derived from at least
one comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer.
[0077] Further, in the present invention, the block unit polymer comprised of a monomer unit derived from at least
one comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer may further comprise at least one mon-
omer unit selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units.
[0078] In the present invention, with respect to monomer units derived from at least one type of cyclic conjugated
diene monomer and to block unit polymers comprised of such monomer units, it is most preferred to use a monomer
unit comprised of a cyclohexene ring and use a block unit polymer comprising a monomer unit comprised of a cy-
clohexene ring or consisting of monomer units each comprised of a cyclohexene ring.
[0079] With respect to the cyclic conjugated diene monomer units which are contained as a part or all of the monomer
units constituting the main chain of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention, there can be mentioned
those which are represented by the following formula (III):

wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl group
or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a heteroatom.
[0080] In above formula (III), it is preferred that the alkyl group have 1 to 10 carbon atoms, the unsaturated aliphatic
hydrocarbon group have 2 to 10 carbon atoms, the aryl group have 5 to 10 carbon atoms, the cycloalkyl group have
5 to 10 carbon atoms, the cyclodienyl group have 5 to 10 carbon atoms, and the heterocyclic group have a 5 to 8-mem-
bered ring structure.
[0081] Specific examples of substituent R2 include a methyl group, an ethyl group, an n-propyl group, an isopropyl
group, an n-butyl group, a sec-butyl group, a tert-butyl group, a pentyl group, a hexyl group, a cyclopentyl group, a
cyclohexyl group, a vinyl group, a phenyl group, a tolyl group, a naphthyl group, a cyclopentadienyl group, an indenyl
group, a pyridyl group, and a piperidyl group.
[0082] In the present invention, for obtaining a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer which can be used as a
thermoplastic elastomer or a special high impact, transparent resin, or obtaining a composition comprising such a block
copolymer, it is necessary that the block copolymer be comprised of at least two agglomeration phases (blocks) and
at least one elastomer phase (block), and that these two types of blocks form a microdomain structure. In the polymeric
molecular chain of such a block copolymer, the agglomeration phase functions as a physical crosslinking site at a
temperature lower than Tg, so that the block copolymer has elastomeric properties. On the other hand, at Tg or a
temperature higher than Tg, the agglomeration phase becomes fluid, so that the block copolymer is imparted with
flowability. Therefore, in the case of the latter, it becomes possible to perform an injection molding or a recycling of the
block copolymer.
[0083] As mentioned above, a preferred form of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer according to the present
invention is an at least-tri-block copolymer comprising at least two Y blocks each containing at least one cyclic conju-
gated diene monomer unit A, and at least one Z block comprised mainly of chain conjugated diene monomer units B.
[0084] Another preferred form of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer according to the present invention is
a diblock copolymer comprising one Y block containing at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer unit A, and one
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Z block comprised mainly of chain conjugated diene monomer units B.
[0085] Further, as mentioned above, in another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a cyclic conjugated
diene copolymer composition comprising (α) the above-mentioned at least-tri-block copolymer and (β) the above-
mentioned diblock copolymer.
[0086] With respect to the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention which com-
prises block copolymers (α) and (β), it has surprisingly been found that the Y block and the Z block, which are contained
in each of component block copolymers (α) and (β), form a microdomain structure.
[0087] In the present invention, the Y block forms an agglomeration phase (i.e., a hard segment) and the Z block
forms an elastomer phase (i.e., a soft segment).
[0088] As mentioned above, in the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention,
the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer usable as component (α) is an at least-tri-block copolymer comprising a
main chain which is comprised of at least two Y blocks and at least one Z block.
[0089] Examples of cyclic conjugated diene block copolymers usable as component (α), which is an at least-tri-block
copolymer comprising at least two polymer blocks (Y blocks) each comprised mainly of cyclic conjugated diene mon-
omer units or a derivative thereof, and at least one polymer block (Z block) comprised mainly of chain conjugated diene
monomers or a derivative thereof, include linear block copolymers respectively represented by the formulae (IV) and
radial block copolymers respectively represented by the formulae (V):

wherein q is an integer of 1 or more, and each r is an integer of 2 or more; and

wherein each q and each r are as defined above; and each X independently represents a residue of a multifunc-
tional coupling agent, such as dimethyldichlorosilane, methylene chloride, silicon tetrachloride, tin tetrachloride or an
epoxidized soybean oil, or a residue of a polymerization catalyst comprised of a binuclear or multinuclear complex of
an organometallic compound containing a metal belonging to Group IA of the Periodic Table with a complexing agent.
[0090] Further, the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer usable as component (α) may be of other configuration
than represented by formulae (IV) and (V) above. For example, the block copolymer may be of an asymmetric radial
block, a graft block, a star block and a comb block configuration. Particularly, for obtaining a cyclic conjugated diene
block copolymer composition which can be used as a thermoplastic elastomer or a special high impact, transparent
resin, it is necessary that the block copolymer as component (α) comprise at least two Y blocks, as in the case of block
copolymers represented by formulae (IV) and (V) above.
[0091] As long as the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition comprises, as component (α), such a
block copolymer as mentioned above, the copolymer composition may further comprise a triblock copolymer repre-
sented by the formula Z-Y-Z, i.e., a triblock copolymer represented by the formula Z-(Y-Z)r of (IV) above in which r is 1.
[0092] With respect to the content of such a copolymer in the block copolymer composition which copolymer does
not function as a physical crosslinking site (such as the above-mentioned triblock copolymer represented by the formula
Z-Y-Z), it may be appropriately selected depending on the intended use of the block copolymer composition. However,
from the viewpoint of achieving satisfactory mechanical properties, it is preferred that the content of such a copolymer
be 70 wt% or less, based on the weight of the copolymer composition.
[0093] A radial block copolymer represented by the formula [(Y-Z)q]rX, [(Y-Z)q-Y]rX, or [(Z-Y)q-Z]rX, wherein q is an
integer of 1 or more, and r is an integer of 2 or more, can be used as a thermoplastic elastomer. On the other hand, a
radial block copolymer represented by the formula [(Z-Y)q]rX can be used as an elastomer, only when q is an integer
of 2 or more (and r is an integer of 2 or more).
[0094] In the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, the respective radial
block copolymers of the above formulae need not have the same structural composition. For example, the radial block
copolymer represented by the formula [(Y-Z)q]rX of (V) above may be present in the form of a mixture of block copol-
ymers respectively represented by the formulae (Y-Z)4X, (Y-Z)3X, (Y-Z)2X and (Y-Z),
wherein the ratios of the respective block copolymers, are appropriately chosen.
[0095] In the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, the cyclic conjugated
diene block copolymer as component (α) is a block copolymer such that at least a part of a main chain of the copolymer

(Y-Z)r, Y-(Z-Y)q, and Z-(Y-Z)r (IV)

[(Z-Y)q]rX, [(Y-Z)q]rX,

[(Z-Y)q-Z]rX, and [(Y-Z)q-Y]rX (V)
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is comprised of at least two Y blocks and at least one Z block. Therefore, the block copolymer is not necessarily
comprised only of Y blocks and Z blocks.
[0096] For example, in the present invention, a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer usable as component (α)
may have a structure represented by Y-Z-U-Y, Y-U-Z-Y, or Z-Y-U-Y, wherein the U block is comprised of at least one
monomer unit selected from the class consisting of monomer units copolymerizable with the Y and Z blocks, and a
derivative thereof. Examples of monomer units copolymerizable with the Y and Z blocks include vinyl aromatic mon-
omers, such as styrene, α-methylstyrene, o-methylstyrene, p-methylstyrene, p-tert-butylstyrene, 2,4-dimethylstyrene,
divinylbenzene, vinylnaphthalene, diphenylethylene and vinylpyridine; polar vinyl monomers, such as methyl methacr-
ylate, methyl acrylate, acrylonitrile, methyl vinyl ketone and methyl α-cyanoacrylate; polar monomers, such as ethylene
oxide, propylene oxide, a lactone, a lactam and a cyclic siloxane; ethylene monomer; and α-olefin monomers. Further,
a cyclic conjugated diene monomer or a derivative thereof and/or a chain conjugated diene monomer, such as 1,3-buta-
diene, isoprene, 2,3-dimethyl-1,3-butadiene, 1,3-pentadiene, or 1,3-hexadiene, can be copolymerized into the U block.
Alternatively, the block copolymer may comprise a plurality of different polymer blocks, e.g., a U block, a V block and
a W block, wherein the monomer units of each of the V block and the W block are selected from the same monomer
units as used in the U block but arranged in a different configuration from that of the U block. The configuration of such
a block copolymer as component (α) comprising three or more polymer blocks is not limited to a linear block configu-
ration which is the case of the formulae shown above. For example, the block copolymer may be of a radial block, a
star block or a comb block configuration.
[0097] The content of component (α) in the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present
invention may be appropriately selected within the range of from 5 to 95 wt%, preferably from 15 to 85 wt%. When the
content of component (α) is less than 5 wt%, it is impossible to obtain a copolymer composition having satisfactory
mechanical properties (such as tensile strength at break and tensile elongation at break) for use as a thermoplastic
elastomer or a special high impact, transparent resin. On the other hand, when the content of component (α) is more
than 95 wt%, although the copolymer composition exhibits excellent performances, especially in respect of mechanical
properties, the copolymer composition is likely to have poor processability and poor flowability.
[0098] In the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, the cyclic conjugated
diene block copolymer as component (β) is a diblock copolymer comprising one Y block comprised mainly of monomer
units derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer or a derivative thereof, and one Z block comprised
mainly of monomer units derived from at least one chain conjugated diene monomer or a derivative thereof. That is,
the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer as component (β) is a Y-Z diblock copolymer.
[0099] It is preferred that the Y-Z diblock copolymer as component (β) have a Y/Z weight ratio of 3/97 to 97/3. Further,
the Y/Z weight ratio in component (β) may or may not be the same as that in the block copolymer as component (α).
[0100] The content of the Y-Z diblock copolymer as component (β) in the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer
composition may be appropriately selected within the range of from 95 to 5 wt%, preferably from 85 to 15 wt%. When
the content of the Y-Z diblock copolymer as component (β) is less than 5 wt%, it is likely that the processability and
flowability of the copolymer composition become poor. On the other hand, when the content of the Y-Z diblock copolymer
as component (β) is more than 95 wt%, although the processability of the copolymer composition is greatly improved,
it is impossible to obtain a copolymer composition having satisfactory mechanical properties (such as tensile strength
at break and tensile elongation at break) for the copolymer composition to be used as a thermoplastic elastomer or a
special high impact, transparent resin.
[0101] In the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, the molecular weight of
each of components (α) and (β) may be appropriately controlled depending on the intended use of the composition.
However, the number average molecular weight of each of components (α) and (β) in terms of the value obtained using
a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene is generally within the range of from 25,000 to 1,000,000, preferably from
25,000 to 500,000, and more preferably from 25,000 to 400,000.
[0102] The molecular weight distribution (in terms of the value of Mw/Mn, wherein Mw and Mn indicate the weight
average molecular weight and the number average molecular weight, respectively) of each of components (α) and (β)
is within the range of from 1.01 to 10, preferably from 1.05 to 7, and more preferably from 1.1 to 5.
[0103] The molecular weight of component (α) and that of component (β) may be appropriately selected within the
above-mentioned ranges, but generally, the molecular weight of each component is controlled so that the molecular
weight of component (α) is larger than that of component (β).
[0104] In the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, the molecular weight of
the Y block contained in each of components (α) and (β), which is comprised partially or entirely of monomer units
derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer or a derivative thereof, may be appropriately controlled
depending on the intended use of the composition. Generally, it is preferred that the Y block be comprised of a con-
tiguous arrangement of 20 or more monomer units, more preferably 30 or more monomer units, and most preferably
50 or more monomer units. The respective lengths of at least two Y blocks in component (α) may be the same or
different. For example, when component (α) is a triblock copolymer having a structure of Y-Z-Y, the respective Y blocks
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may have different lengths, so as to form an asymmetric block copolymer.
[0105] In the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention, the content of the Y
block (i.e., a polymer block comprised mainly of monomer units derived from at least one cyclic conjugated diene
monomer or a derivative thereof) in each of components (α) and (β) may be appropriately selected according to the
intended use of the composition. However, the content of the Y block in each of components (α) and (β) is generally
selected within the range of from 3 to 97 wt%, preferably from 10 to 85 wt%, based on the weight of the composition.
[0106] Particularly, for obtaining the block copolymer composition which can be used as a thermoplastic elastomer,
it is preferred that the content of the Y block be within the range of from 10 to 50 wt%, based on the weight of the
copolymer composition. For obtaining the block copolymer composition which can be used as a special high impact,
transparent resin, it is preferred that the content of the Y block be within the range of from 65 to 90 wt%, based on the
weight of the copolymer composition.
[0107] In the present invention, if desired, the Y block contained in each of components (α) and (β) may further
comprise a monomer unit derived from at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene
monomer. Generally, the Y block may contain the monomer unit derived from at least one comonomer copolymerizable
with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer in an amount of up to 80 wt%, preferably up to 50 wt%, based on the weight
of the Y block.
[0108] Preferable examples of cyclic conjugated diene monomers to be used for forming the Y block include those
which are mentioned above as examples of the cyclic conjugated diene monomers to be used in the cyclic conjugated
diene polymer of the present invention.
[0109] When the Y block comprises at least one monomer unit selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated
diene monomer units and a comonomer unit derived from at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic
conjugated diene monomer, the Y block may be of any of conventional configurations, for example, a random, a block,
an alternating or a taper configuration.
[0110] Preferable examples of comonomers which can be used for introducing a comonomer unit into the Y block
include styrene and α-methylstyrene.
[0111] On the other hand, examples of chain conjugated diene monomers to be used for forming the Z block contained
in each of components (α) and (β) of the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention
include 1,3-butadiene, isoprene, 2,3-dimethyl-1,3-butadiene, 1,3-pentadiene, and 1,3-hexadiene. Among these,
1,3-butadiene and isoprene are especially preferred.
[0112] In the present invention, if desired, the Z block comprised mainly of chain conjugated diene monomer units
may further comprise a monomer unit derived from at least one comonomer copolymerizable with the chain conjugated
diene monomer.
[0113] When the Z block comprises chain conjugated diene monomer units and a monomer derived from at least
one comonomer copolymerizable with the chain conjugated diene monomer, the Z block may be of any of conventional
configurations, for example, a random, a block, an alternating or a taper configuration.
[0114] The content of the comonomer unit in the Z block is generally up to 50 wt%, preferably up to 30 wt%.
[0115] Preferable examples of comonomers copolymerizable with the chain conjugated diene monomer include sty-
rene and α-methylstyrene.
[0116] When 1,3-butadiene is used as a chain conjugated diene monomer for forming the Z block, a polybutadiene
block is formed as the Z block. With respect to the microstructure of the polybutadiene block, cis- and trans-1,4-bonds
and a vinyl-1,2-bond are present in the polybutadiene block. The vinyl-1,2-bond content is generally controlled within
the range of from 10 to 90 mol%.
[0117] As mentioned above, the Z block is a soft segment (elastomer phase). Therefore, for obtaining a cyclic con-
jugated diene block copolymer composition which can be used as a thermoplastic elastomer, it is preferred that the
glass transition temperature (Tg) of the Z block be lower than room temperature. When the Z block contains 1,2-bonds
in too large an amount, the Tg of the Z block becomes undesirably high, thereby lowering the properties of the elastomer
under low temperature conditions. Therefore, it is preferred that the 1,2-bond content be within the range of from 10
to 80 mol%.
[0118] The method for producing the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention
can be appropriately selected from the following methods: a method comprising melt-kneading or solution-mixing com-
ponents (α) and (β) which have been separately polymerized; a method comprising successively feeding a catalyst
and a monomer to a polymer solution; a method comprising preparing a Y-Z diblock living polymer, and partially coupling
the polymer; and a combination thereof.
[0119] Among the above methods, from the economical point of view, it is most preferred to employ the method
comprising preparing a Y-Z diblock living polymer by living anionic polymerization, and coupling a part of active termi-
nals of the living polymer.
[0120] In this method, by changing the equivalent ratio of the concentration of the active terminals to the functional
groups of the coupling agent to control the ratio of coupling, a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer comprising
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different types of polymer blocks can be obtained.
[0121] The cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition of the present invention may contain a cyclic con-
jugated diene homopolymer and/or a chain conjugated diene homopolymer.
[0122] Such a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer and/or a chain conjugated diene homopolymer is occasionally
incorporated in compatibility with each of the Y block and Z block contained in each of components (α) and (β) (i.e.,
the cyclic conjugated diene block copolymers) to thereby function as a plasticizer. The content of the cyclic conjugated
diene homopolymer and/or the chain conjugated diene homopolymer in the copolymer composition is preferably up to
40 wt%, more preferably up to 20 wt%, most preferably up to 10 wt%.
[0123] Preferred examples of cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer compositions of the present invention include
a copolymer composition comprising in combination the following components (α) and (β):

(α) Y-Z-Y or [(Y-Z)q]rX copolymer wherein q is an integer of 1 or more; r is an integer of 2 or more; and X represents
a residue of a multifunctional coupling agent, such as dimethyldichlorosilane, methylene chloride, silicon tetrachlo-
ride, tin tetrachloride or an epoxidized soybean oil, or a residue of a polymerization catalyst which is a binuclear
or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a metal belonging to Group IA of the Periodic
Table with a complexing agent; and
(β) Y-Z diblock copolymer, wherein components (α) and (β) are, respectively, present in an amount of 5 to 95 wt%
and in an amount of 95 to 5 wt%, based on the total weight of components (α) and (β).

[0124] In still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a polymerization catalyst having an anionic
polymerization activity, particularly a living anionic polymerization activity.
[0125] The polymerization catalyst of the present invention is a complex comprising an organometallic compound
containing a metal belonging to Group IA of the Periodic Table (Group IA metal) with a complexing agent. This complex
as a polymerization active species has a binuclear or multinuclear complex structure.
[0126] Heretofore, various types of catalysts having a living anionic polymerization activity have been proposed. For
example, organometallic compounds containing a Group IA metal or complexes of the organometallic compounds
containing a Group IA metal with complexing agents have already been widely used as living anionic polymerization
catalysts.
[0127] Among these complexes of organometallic compounds containing a Group IA metal, particularly with respect
to a complex of an alkyllithium (R-Li) with TMEDA (tetramethylethylenediamine) as a complexing agent, extensive
studies have been made.
[0128] N.Y. Acad. Sci. 27, 741 (1965) teaches that such a complex as the polymerization active species has a mono-
nuclear alkyllithium - TMEDA complex structure represented by the formula (VI) shown below, which is characterized
by containing one metal atom in one complex.

wherein R represents a C1-C20 alkyl group.
[0129] In the prior art, there is a teaching such that, when TMEDA is added to a system of associated molecules of
alkyllithium, the TMEDA reacts with the alkyllithium to form a complex, thereby destroying the association of the alkyl-
lithium molecules, so that a mononuclear active species is formed, leading to an improvement in polymerization activity
of the alkyllithium type catalyst.
[0130] Accordingly, it is suggested that, when a conventional polymerization catalyst is used, a single metal cation
is present at the respective terminals of polymeric molecular chains growing in arbitrary directions, and the terminals
each containing a single metal cation are individually reached by a monomer from the arbitrary directions, so that a
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polymerization reaction proceeds.
[0131] As viewed from a different angle, this suggests that when a conventional polymerization catalyst is used, the
molecular structure of a polymer chain is influenced by external factors, such as a reaction temperature, so that it
becomes extremely difficult to control the molecular structure of a polymer chain.
[0132] That is, conventional living anionic polymerization catalysts do not have a satisfactory polymerization activity
for use in a commercial scale practice of polymerization of monomers, which have a large steric hindrance and therefore
are difficult to polymerize, such as cyclic conjugated diene monomers. Further, any of the conventional techniques
does not teach or suggest that when such a conventional anionic polymerization catalyst is used, the structure of the
polymeric molecular chain can be satisfactorily controlled.
[0133] The present inventors have found a surprising fact which is contrary to the conventional recognition of a living
anionic polymerization catalyst. That is, the present inventors have surprisingly, unexpectedly found that, with respect
to a complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal with a complexing agent, a complex structure
capable of well self-stabilizing an association of the molecules of the organometallic compound containing a Group IA
metal is most effective for providing an excellent polymerization active species. Based on this finding, the polymerization
catalyst of the present invention has been successfully developed.
[0134] The polymerization catalyst of the present invention is a complex of an organometallic compound containing
a Group IA metal with a complexing agent, wherein the polymerization active species of the complex has a binuclear
or multinuclear complex structure.
[0135] More specifically, the polymerization catalyst of the present invention is a binuclear or multinuclear complex
of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, which complex has a complex structure capable of self-
stabilizing an association of the molecules of the organometallic compound and self-maintaining the complex structure
even in the presence of monomers.
[0136] In the present invention, the term "binuclear complex" means a complex of an organometallic compound
containing a Group IA metal, wherein two atoms of the Group IA metal are associated together to form an association
unit. The term "multinuclear complex" means a complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal,
wherein three or more atoms of the Group IA metal are associated together to form an association unit.
[0137] In the present invention, with respect to the multinuclear complex, as long as three or more atoms of the
Group IA metal are associated together, the association form of the atoms may be varied depending on the respective
types of the organometallic compound and the complexing agent, and the intended use of the complex, and a most
stable association form can be appropriately selected.
[0138] In the present invention, it is preferred that the Group IA metal in the multinuclear complex be present in the
form of an association of 3 to 20 metal atoms, more preferably 3 to 10 metal atoms. From a commercial point of view,
it is most preferred that the Group IA metal in the multinuclear complex be present in the form of an association of 4
to 6 metal atoms.
[0139] The polymerization catalyst of the present invention has not only a satisfactory polymerization activity for use
in a commercial scale practice of polymerization of monomers, which have a large steric hindrance and therefore are
difficult to polymerize, such as a cyclic conjugated diene monomer, but also the capability to self-maintain the complex
structure thereof even in the presence of monomers to be polymerized. The polymerization reaction using the polym-
erization catalyst of the present invention is a living anionic polymerization reaction. Despite this, however, the reaction
proceeds like a coordination polymerization, that is, by virtue of the specific structure of the catalyst of the present
invention, a monomer to be polymerized is inserted to the complex as a polymerization active species as in a coordi-
nation polymerization. Therefore, even when the catalyst of the present invention is used for polymerization of other
known monomers which can be polymerized by anionic polymerization, the molecular structure of the resultant polymer
can be satisfactorily controlled.
[0140] Examples of Group IA metals, which can be used in the polymerization catalyst of the present invention,
include lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium and francium. Of these, lithium, sodium and potassium are pre-
ferred, and lithium is especially preferred.
[0141] The complex used as a polymerization catalyst of the present invention is a complex of an organometallic
compound containing a Group IA metal. Preferable examples of such complex include a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organolithium compound, an organosodium compound or an organopotassium compound. Of these, a
binuclear or multinuclear complex compound of an organolithium compound is most preferred.
[0142] The organolithium compound, which can be preferably used in the polymerization catalyst of the present
invention, is a compound containing at least one lithium atom bonded to an organic molecule containing at least one
carbon atom or to an organic polymer. Examples of such organic molecule groups include a C1-C20 alkyl group, a
C2-C20 unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, and a C4-C20 cyclo-
dienyl group. Examples of organolithium compounds usable in the polymerization catalyst of the present invention
include methyllithium, ethyllithium, n-propyllithium, iso-propyllithium, n-butyllithium, sec-butyllithium, tert-butyllithium,
pentyllithium, hexyllithium, aryllithium, cyclohexyllithium, phenyllithium, hexamethylenedilithium, cyclopentadienyllith-
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ium, indenyllithium, butadienyldilithium, and isoprenyldilithium.
[0143] Representative examples of such organolithium compounds include methyllithium, ethyllithium, n-butyllithium,
sec-butyllithium, tert-butyllithium, and cyclohexyllithium. Of these, n-butyllithium is most preferred from a commercial
point of view.
[0144] In the present invention, each of the above-mentioned organometallic compounds containing a Group IA
metal can be used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0145] With respect to the type of a compound (a complexing agent) which forms a polymerization catalyst of the
present invention in cooperation with the organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, it is necessary that
such a compound can form a stable association between organometallic compounds containing a Group IA metal, so
as to form a binuclear or multinuclear complex capable of self-maintaining the structure thereof even in the presence
of monomers to be polymerized.
[0146] More specifically, as the complexing agent, an organic compound can be used which is capable of donating
an electron to the Group IA metal of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal so that a stable asso-
ciation is formed between organometallic compounds containing a Group IA metal. Examples of such an organic com-
pound include an amine.
[0147] That is, the complexing agent to be used with an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal for
forming a binuclear or multinuclear complex be an amine.
[0148] Specifically, in the polymerization catalyst of the present invention, it is especially preferred that a binuclear
or multinuclear complex be formed from a Group IA metal-containing organometallic compound and a complexing
agent, such as an amine, and it is most preferred that a binuclear or multinuclear complex be formed from an organo-
lithium compound and an amine.
[0149] Examples of amines which are most preferably used as the complexing agent for forming the polymerization
catalyst of the present invention include an organic compound or organic polymer containing at least one R1R2'N-
group (wherein each of R1 and R2' independently represents a hydrogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20 unsatu-
rated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl group, or a 5
to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a heteroatom), which is a
polar group having a non-covalent electron pair capable of coordinating with the organometallic compound containing
a Group IA metal.
[0150] Among these amines, a tert-amine is most preferred.
[0151] Examples of tert-amines include trimethylamine, triethylamine, dimethylaniline, diethylaniline, tetramethyldi-
aminomethane, tetramethylethylenediamine, tetramethyl-1,3-propanediamine, tetramethyl-1,3-butanediamine, te-
tramethyl-1,4-butanediamine, tetramethyl-1,6-hexanediamine, tetramethyl-1,4-phenylenediamine, tetramethyl-
1,8-naphthalenediamine, tetramethylbenzidine, tetraethylethylenediamine, tetraethyl-1,3-propanediamine, tetrameth-
yldiethylenetriamine, pentamethyldiethylenetriamine, diazabicyclo-[2,2,2]octane, 1,5-diazabicyclo[4,3,0]-5-nonene,
1,8-diazabicyclo-[5,4,0]-7-undecene, 1,4,8,11-tetramethyl-1,4,8,11-tetraazacyclotetradecane, tetrakis(dimethylamino)
ethylene, tetraethyl-2-butene-1,4-diamine, 2,2'-bipyridyl, 1,10-phenanthroline, hexamethylphosphoric triamide.
[0152] Among these, tetraethylethylenediamine (TEEDA), tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA), tetramethyldieth-
ylenetriamine (TMEDTA), pentamethyldiethylenetriamine (PMDT), diazabicyclo[2,2,2]octane (DABACO), 2,2'-bipyri-
dyl, 1,10-phenarithroline, and hexamethylphosphoric triamide (HMPA) are more preferred.
[0153] Of these, tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA) is most preferred from a commercial point of view.
[0154] The above-mentioned amines may be used individually or, if desired, in combination. Further, these amines
may be used in combination with other types of complexing agents. In combining the amines and other types of com-
plexing agents, an appropriate combination is selected so that an association between the molecules of organometallic
compounds containing a Group IA metal can be stabilized.
[0155] With respect to a method of synthesizing a binuclear or multinuclear complex which is the most preferable
polymerization catalyst of the present invention, the complex is obtained by the reaction of an organometallic compound
containing a Group IA metal with an amine. The synthesis can be conducted by conventional techniques.
[0156] Examples of such conventional techniques include a method of dissolving the organometallic compound in
an organic solvent in an atmosphere of an inert gas, and adding thereto a solution of an amine in an organic solvent;
and a method of dissolving an amine in an organic solvent in an atmosphere of an inert gas, and adding thereto a
solution of an organometallic compound. From these methods, a preferable method can be appropriately selected.
[0157] In the preparation of a binuclear or multinuclear complex from a Group IA metal-containing organometallic
compound and an amine, which complex is the most preferable polymerization catalyst of the present invention, it is
preferred to employ the following molar ratio with respect to the amine and the Group IA metal contained in the orga-
nometallic compound. The molar ratio is preferably:

M1/M2 = 60/1 to 1/60,
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more preferably:

still more preferably:

most preferably:

wherein M1 is the molar amount of the amine, and M2 is the molar amount of the Group IA metal contained in
the organometallic compound.
When the above mentioned molar ratio M1/M2 is within the range as defined above, a stable binuclear or multinuclear
complex can be obtained, which can be advantageously used for producing a polymer or a copolymer in high yield.
[0158] When the molar ratio M1/M2 is outside the range as defined above, various disadvantages are likely to be
caused in that the production process for the complex becomes costly, and that the complex becomes unstable, so
that concurrently with the polymerization reaction, an undesirable side reaction, such as a transfer reaction or a reaction
of elimination of a hydride of the Group IA metal, is likely to occur.
[0159] For self-maintaining the stable complex structure of the polymerization catalyst, it is most preferred that a
polymerization catalyst of the present invention, which comprises, as a polymerization active species, a binuclear or
multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, be prepared prior to the initiation
of the polymerization reaction; namely, before cyclic conjugated diene monomers are added to the reaction system.
[0160] When the complexing agent used in preparing the polymerization catalyst of the present invention is a tert-
amine, a preferred form of the binuclear or multinuclear complex has a structure which can be represented, for example,
by the following formula (VII):

wherein G represents at least one type of organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal; J represents
at least one type of tert-amine; k is an integer of 1 or more; and g is an integer of 2 or more and j is an integer of 1 or
more when k is 1, and each of g and j is an integer of 1 or more when k is an integer of 2 or more.
[0161] Representative examples of polymerization catalysts of the present invention include a complex comprising
an amine and an organolithium compound, in which the molar ratio of the amine to the organolithium compound is 1/4.
More specific examples of polymerization catalysts of the present invention include a complex comprising an amine
and an organolithium compound selected from the group consisting of methyllithium, ethyllithium and n-butyllithium,
in which the molar ratio of the amine to the organolithium compound is 1/4.
[0162] From a commercial point of view, it is most preferred that the polymerization catalyst of the present invention
be a multinuclear complex comprising TMEDA and n-butyllithium (n-BuLi), in which the molar ratio of TMEDA to n-
BuLi is 1/4.
[0163] The polymerization catalyst of the present invention can be used not only for polymerization of cyclic conju-
gated diene monomers, but also for polymerization of other monomers which can be polymerized by anionic polymer-
ization.
[0164] Examples of other monomers than the cyclic conjugated diene monomers include chain conjugated diene
monomers, such as 1,3-butadiene, isoprene, 2,3-dimethyl-1,3-butadiene, 1,3-pentadiene, and 1,3-hexadiene; vinyl
aromatic monomers, such as styrene, α-methylstyrene, o-methylstyrene, p-methylstyrene, p-tert-butylstyrene,
2,4-dimethylstyrene, divinylbenzene, vinylnaphthalene, diphenylethylene, and vinylpyridine; polar vinyl monomers,
such as methyl methacrylate, methyl acrylate, acrylonitrile, methyl vinyl ketone, and methyl α-cyanoacrylate; ethylene;
and α-olefin monomers. The above-mentioned monomers may be used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0165] With respect to the configuration of a polymer obtained using the polymerization catalyst of the present in-
vention, it may be appropriately selected. Examples of polymer configurations include a homopolymer; a block copol-
ymer, such as a diblock, a triblock, a tetrablock, a multiblock, a radial block, a star block, or a comb block copolymer;

M1/M2 = 50/1 to 1/50,

M1/M2 = 30/1 to 1/30,

M1/M2 = 20/1 to 1/20.

[(G)g·(J)j]k (VII)
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and a taper copolymers.
[0166] Further, examples of polymerization methods include a gaseous phase polymerization, a bulk polymerization,
or a solution polymerization. Further, the polymerization reactions can be conducted in various manners, such as a
batchwise, a semi-batchwise or a continuous manner.
[0167] For performing the polymerization reaction, the polymerization catalyst of the present invention may be used
individually or in combination with other types of polymerization catalyst. Further, if desired, the polymerization catalyst
of the present invention may be supported by an inorganic compound, such as silica or a zeolite.
[0168] In a further aspect of the present invention, there is provided a preferred method for obtaining the novel cyclic
conjugated diene polymer of the present invention.
[0169] With respect to the method for producing the novel cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention,
and any conventional method can be used as long as a polymer satisfying the requirements of the present invention
can be obtained. However, a preferable polymerization method for obtaining the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of
the present invention consists in using, as a polymerization catalyst, a complex of an organometallic compound con-
taining a Group IA metal with a complexing agent.
[0170] More specifically, in the preferable polymerization method of the present invention, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal with a complexing agent is used as a polymer-
ization catalyst.
[0171] In the most preferable polymerization method of the present invention for obtaining the cyclic conjugated
diene polymer, a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal with
an amine (a complexing agent), is used.
[0172] The polymerization method of the present invention for producing the cyclic conjugated diene polymer is
advantageous in that it has become possible to polymerize or copolymerize a cyclic conjugated diene monomer, which
exhibits a large steric hindrance, so that it has been recognized to be difficult to polymerize by conventional techniques,
into a homopolymer or copolymer having a high degree of polymerization.
[0173] Particularly, in the polymerization method of the present invention, by using a specific complex of a Group IA
metal, it becomes possible to suppress the occurrence of unfavorable side reactions at polymer terminals (which side
reactions are caused by cyclic conjugated diene monomers themselves), such as a transfer reaction caused by the
abstraction of a Group IA metal cation present in the polymer terminal, and a reaction of elimination of lithium hydride,
so that it has for the first time become possible to polymerize or copolymerize a cyclic conjugated diene monomer into
a homopolymer or copolymer having a high degree of polymerization.
[0174] Examples of metals belonging to Group IA of the Periodic Table, which can be used in a polymerization catalyst
to be used in the polymerization method of the present invention, include lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium,
and francium. Of these, lithium, sodium and potassium are preferred, and lithium is most preferred. These metals may
be used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0175] Preferable examples of complexes which can be used in the polymerization method of the present invention
include complexes of organometallic compounds containing a Group IA metal, such as complexes of an organolithium
compound, an organosodium compound, or an organopotassium compound. As such a complex, a binuclear or multi-
nuclear complex of an organolithium compound is preferred.
[0176] The complex which can be most preferably used in the polymerization method of the present invention is the
polymerization catalyst of the present invention, i.e., a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic com-
pound containing a Group IA metal with a complexing agent comprising an amine.
[0177] With respect to the type and amount of the complexing agent to be used for forming a complex with an orga-
nometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, one or more types of complexing agents can be appropriately
selected depending on the reaction conditions, so as for the cation of the Group IA metal of the organometallic com-
pound to be most effectively protected.
[0178] That is, in the polymerization method of the present invention for producing the cyclic conjugated diene pol-
ymer, it is preferred to use a polymerization catalyst comprised of an at least-binuclear complex formed from a Group
IA metal-containing organometallic compound and an amine, and it is especially preferred to use a polymerization
catalyst a binuclear or multinuclear complex formed from an organolithium compound and a complexing agent com-
prising an amine.
[0179] The organolithium compound, which can be preferably used in the polymerization method of the present
invention, is a known compound containing at least one lithium atom which is bonded to an organic molecule containing
at least one carbon atom or to an organic polymer. Examples of organolithium compounds include methyllithium, ethyl-
lithium, n-propyllithium, iso-propyllithium, n-butyllithium, sec-butyllithium, tert-butyllithium, pentyllithium, hexyllithium,
allyllithium, cyclohexyllithium, phenyllithium, hexamethylenedilithium, cyclopentadienyllithium, indenyllithium, butadi-
enyldilithium, and isoprenyldilithium. Further, known oligomeric or polymeric organolithium compounds, each contain-
ing a lithium atom in a polymeric molecular chain thereof, such as polybutadienyllithium, polyisoprenyllithium and pol-
ystyryllithium, can also be used.
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[0180] These organolithium compounds may be used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0181] Especially preferable examples of organolithium compounds include methyllithium, ethyllithium, n-butyllithi-
um, sec-butyllithium, tert-butyllithium, and cyclohexyllithium.
[0182] Further, from a commercial point of view, it is most preferable to use n-butyllithium as the organolithium com-
pound.
[0183] Examples of amines, which can be used as the most preferable complexing agent to be used for forming a
complex with an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, include the same amines as mentioned above
in connection with the preparation of the polymerization catalyst of the present invention.
[0184] Specifically, examples of such amines include an organic compound or an organic polymer, which contains
at least one R1R2'N- group (wherein each of R1 and R2' independently represents a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C5-C20 aryl
group, or a hydrogen atom) which is a polar group having a non-covalent electron pair capable of coordinating with
the organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal.
[0185] Among these amines, a tert-amine is most preferred.
[0186] Preferable examples of tertiary amines include trimethylamine, triethylamine, tetramethyldiaminomethane,
tetramethylethylenediamine, tetramethyl-1,3-propanediamine, tetramethyl-1,3-butanediamine, tetramethyl-1,4-bu-
tanediamine, tetramethyl-1,6-hexanediamine, tetramethyl-1,4-phenylenediamine, tetramethyl-1,8-naphthalenedi-
amine, tetramethylbenzidine, tetraethylethylenediamine, tetraethyl-1,3-propanediamine, tetramethyldiethylenetri-
amine, pentamethyldiethylenetriamine, diazabicyclo[2,2,2]octane, 1,4,8,11-tetramethyl-1,4,8,11-tetraazacyclotetrade-
cane, tetrakis(dimethylamino)ethylene, tetraethyl-2-butene-1,4-diamine, 2,2'-bipyridyl, 1,10-phenanthroline and hex-
amethylphosphoric triamide.
[0187] Among these, tetraethylethylenediamine (TEEDA), tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA), tetramethyldieth-
ylenetriamine (TMEDTA), pentamethyldiethylenetriamine (PMDT), 2,2'-bipyridyl, 1,10-phenanthroline, diazabicyclo
[2,2,2]octane (DABACO) and hexamethylphosphorictriamide (HMPA) are especially preferred.
[0188] Of these, tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA) is most preferred from a commercial point of view.
[0189] These amines are appropriately selected depending on the intended use of the catalyst, and they can be
used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0190] With respect to a method for synthesizing a complex of a Group IA metal-containing organometallic compound
with a complexing agent, which complex is most preferred among the polymerization catalysts usable in the polymer-
ization method of the present invention, there can be used an appropriate conventional technique, which is selected
depending on the properties of the organometallic compound and a complexing agent.
[0191] Examples of such conventional techniques include a method of dissolving an organometallic compound in
an organic solvent in an atmosphere of an inert gas, and adding thereto a solution of a complexing agent in an organic
solvent; a method of dissolving a complexing agent in an organic solvent in an atmosphere of an inert gas, and adding
thereto a solution of an organometallic compound; and a method of simultaneously adding an organometallic compound
and a complexing agent to an organic solvent in an atmosphere of an inert gas.
[0192] In the preparation of a complex of a Group IA metal-containing organometallic compound with a complexing
agent, which complex is most preferred among the polymerization catalysts usable in the polymerization method of
the present invention, it is preferred to employ the following molar ratio of the complexing agent to the Group IA metal
contained in the organometallic compound. The molar ratio is generally:

preferably:

wherein M1 is the molar amount of the complexing agent, and M2 is the molar amount of the Group IA metal
contained in the organometallic compound.
Especially when the complex is an at least-bi-nuclear complex, the molar ratio is preferably:

more preferably:

M1/M2 = 1000/1 to 1/1000,

M1/M2 = 100/1 to 1/100,

M1/M2 = 60/1 to 1/60,
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still more preferably:

most preferably:

wherein M1 and M2 are as defined above.
[0193] The catalyst satisfying the above-mentioned molar ratio M1/M2 can be advantageously used for producing a
polymer or a copolymer in high yield.
[0194] When the molar ratio M1/M2 is outside the range as defined above, various disadvantages are likely to be
caused in that the production process for the complex becomes costly, and that the complex becomes unstable, so
that concurrently with the polymerization reaction, an undesirable side reaction, such as a transfer reaction or a reaction
of elimination of a hydride of the Group IA metal is likely to occur.
[0195] However, for the purpose of improving a flowability of the polymer, the above-mentioned catalyst may be used
in combination with a Group IA metal-containing organometallic compound which is not complexed with a complexing
agent.
[0196] The polymerization method of the present invention for producing a cyclic conjugated diene polymer can be
conducted by bulk polymerization or solution polymerization in the presence of a polymerization catalyst, namely, a
complex of a Group IA metal-containing organometallic compound with a complexing agent.
[0197] Examples of polymerization solvents to be used in the solution polymerization reaction include aliphatic hy-
drocarbons, such as butane, n-pentane, n-hexane, n-heptane, n-octane, iso-octane, n-nonane, and n-decane; alicyclic
hydrocarbons, such as cyclopentane, methylcyclopentane, cyclohexane, methylcyclohexane, ethylcyclohexane, cy-
cloheptane, cyclooctane, decalin, and norbornane; aromatic hydrocarbons, such as benzene, toluene, xylene, ethyl-
benzene and cumene; and ethers, such as diethyl ether and tetrahydrofuran.
[0198] These polymerization solvents may be used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0199] In the polymerization method of the present invention, the amount of the polymerization catalyst may vary
depending on the intended use of the polymer to be used. However, the polymerization catalyst is generally used in
an amount of from 1 X 10-6mol to 1 X 10-1mol, preferably from 5 X 10-6mol to 5 X 10-2mol, in terms of the molar amount
of metal atom per mol of the monomer or monomers.
[0200] In the polymerization method of the present invention, the polymerization reaction temperature may vary
according to the other polymerization reaction conditions. However, the polymerization reaction temperature is gener-
ally from -100 to 150 °C, preferably from -80 to 120 °C, more preferably from -30 to 110 °C, and most preferably from
0 to 100 °C. From a commercial point of view, it is advantageous that the polymerization reaction temperature be from
room temperature to 80 °C.
[0201] In the polymerization method of the present invention, the polymerization reaction time may vary depending
on the intended use of the polymer and the other polymerization reaction conditions. However, the polymerization
reaction time is generally not longer than 48 hours, preferably from 1 to 10 hours. Further, it is preferred that the
polymerization reaction be conducted in an atmosphere of an inert gas, such as nitrogen, argon or helium. It is especially
preferred that such an inert gas be used after being well dried.
[0202] With respect to the pressure in the polymerization reaction system, a widely varied pressure can be chosen
as long as the pressure is sufficient to maintain the monomer or monomers and the solvent at a liquid state at a
polymerization temperature within the above-mentioned range. Further, care must be taken to prevent the intrusion of
impurities, which deactivate a polymerization catalyst or the active terminals of the polymer being formed, such as
water, oxygen and carbon dioxide, into the polymerization reaction system.
[0203] In the polymerization method of the present invention for producing a cyclic conjugated diene polymer, it is
preferred that a partial or entire amount of each of the components for the catalyst be subjected to a preliminary reaction
to each other (and, optionally aging) to synthesize a complex to be used as the polymerization catalyst prior to the
initiation of the polymerization reaction.
[0204] Particularly, in the polymerization method of the present invention, it is most preferred that the complex be
formed prior to the addition of the cyclic conjugated diene monomer to the reaction system.
[0205] When the complex is formed prior to the addition of the cyclic conjugated diene monomer to the reaction

M1/M2 = 50/1 to 1/50,

M1/M2 = 30/1 to 1/30,

M1/M2 = 20/1 to 1/20,
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system, various advantages are achieved such that occurrence of side reactions is suppressed, that the polymerization
activity of the catalyst is improved, and that the polymer obtained has a narrow molecular weight distribution.
[0206] In the polymerization method of the present invention for producing the cyclic conjugated diene polymer, the
above-mentioned catalysts may be used individually or, if desired, in combination.
[0207] In the polymerization method of the present invention for producing the cyclic conjugated diene polymer, when
a predetermined polymerization degree has been reached, conventional additives may be added to the polymerization
reaction system. Examples of such conventional additives include a terminal modifier, such as a halogen gas, carbon
dioxide, carbon monoxide, an alkylene oxide, an alkylene sulfide, an isocyanate compound, an imino compound, an
aldehyde compound, a ketone compound, a thioketone compound, an ester, a lactone, an amido group-containing
compound, a urea compound or an acid anhydride; a terminal-branching agent, such as a polyepoxide, a polyisocy-
anate, a polyimine, a polyaldehyde, a polyanhydride, a polyester, a polyhalide or a metal halide; a coupling agent, such
as dimethyldichlorosilane, methyltrichlorosilane, dimethyldibromosilane, methyltribromosilane, titanocene dichloride,
zirconocene dichloride, methylene chloride, methylene bromide, chloroform, carbon tetrachloride, silicon tetrachloride,
titanium tetrachloride, tin tetrachloride, an epoxidized soybean oil or an ester; a polymerization terminator; a polymer-
ization stabilizer; and an antioxidant.
[0208] In the polymerization method of the present invention, conventional polymerization stabilizers and antioxidants
can be used. For example, phenol type, organic phosphate type, organic phosphite type, amine type and sulfur type
polymerization stabilizers and antioxidants can be used.
[0209] The amount of each of the stabilizer and antioxidant to be added is generally from 0.001 to 10 parts by weight
per 100 parts by weight of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer.
[0210] With respect to the polymerization terminator, any conventional polymerization terminator can be used as
long as it can deactivate the polymerization activating species of the polymerization catalyst of the present invention.
Preferable examples of polymerization terminators include water, a C1-C10 alcohol, a ketone, a polyhydric alcohol
(such as ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, or glycerol), a phenol, a carboxylic acid, and a halogenated hydrocarbon.
[0211] The amount of the polymerization terminator to be added is generally within the range of from 0.001 to 10
parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer. The polymerization terminator may be
added before or simultaneously with the addition of a stabilizer and/or an antioxidant. Alternatively, the active terminals
of the polymer may be deactivated by contacting the active terminals with a molecular hydrogen.
[0212] The separation and recovery of the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention from the polym-
erization reaction mixture can be conducted by conventional methods which are generally used for recovering con-
ventional polymers from polymerization reaction mixtures containing the same. Examples of such conventional meth-
ods include a steam-coagulation method comprising directly contacting a polymerization reaction mixture with steam;
a method comprising adding a poor solvent for a polymer to a polymerization reaction mixture, thereby precipitating
the polymer; a method comprising heating a polymerization reaction mixture in a polymerization reactor, thereby dis-
tilling off the solvent; and a method comprising extruding a polymerization reaction mixture using an extruder having
a vent, while distilling off a solvent through the vent, thereby obtaining a pelletized polymer. A most suitable method
can be selected depending on the properties of the solvent used and the cyclic conjugated diene polymer to be obtained.
[0213] The cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention may also be modified or crosslinked by adding
a polar group thereto by conventional techniques. Examples of such polar groups include a carboxyl group (derived
from maleic anhydride, itaconic anhydride, citraconic anhydride, acrylic acid or methacrylic acid), a hydroxyl group, an
epoxy group (derived from glycidyl methacrylate or glycidyl acrylate), an amino group (derived from maleimide), an
oxazoline group, an alkoxy group (derived from a vinyl compound containing an alkoxysilane group), and an isocyanate
group.
[0214] Further, in the present invention, additives which are used in conventional polymer materials can be used
depending on the intended use of the polymer. Examples of such additives include a thermal stabilizer, an antioxidant,
an ultraviolet absorbing agent, a lubricant, a nucleator, a coloring agent, a pigment, a crosslinking agent, a foaming
agent, an antistatic agent, an anti-slip agent, an antiblocking agent, a mold-release agent, another polymer material,
and an inorganic reinforcing material.
[0215] In the present invention, the cyclic conjugated diene polymer may be in a single form, or in a composite form
with another polymer material, an inorganic reinforcing material or an organic reinforcing material, depending on the
intended use of the polymer.
[0216] When the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention is intended to be used in a composite form
with another polymer, such another polymer material may be appropriately selected from conventionally known organic
polymers.
[0217] Examples of such organic polymers include aliphatic polyamides, such as nylon 4, nylon 6, nylon 8, nylon 9,
nylon 10, nylon 11, nylon 12, nylon 46, nylon 66, nylon 610, nylon 612, nylon 636 and nylon 1212; partially aromatic
polyamides, such as nylon 4T (T: terephthalic acid), nylon 4I (I: isophthalic acid), nylon 6T, nylon 6I, nylon 12T, nylon
12I and nylon MXD6 (MXD: methaxylylenediamine); amide polymers, such as a copolymer or a blend of the above-
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mentioned aliphatic polyamides or partially aromatic polyamides; polyesters, such as a polybutylene terephthalate
(PBT), a polyethylene terephthalate (PET), a polycarbonate (PC) and a polyarylate (PAR); olefin polymers, such as a
polypropylene (PP), a polyethylene (PE), an ethylene-propylene rubber (EPR) and a polystyrene (PSt); conjugated
diene polymers, such as a polybutadiene (PBd), a polyisoprene (PIp), a styrene-butadiene rubber (SBR), or a hydride
thereof; thiol polymers, such as a polyphenylene sulfide (PPS); ether polymers, such as a polyacetal [e.g., a poly-
oxymethylene (POM)] and a polyphenylene ether (PPE); acrylic resins; ABS resins; AS resins; polysulfones (PSF);
polyether ketones (PEK) and polyamideimides (PAI).
[0218] These organic polymers may be used individually or, if desired, in the form of a mixture or copolymer thereof.
[0219] Examples of inorganic reinforcing materials include a glass fiber, a glass wool, a carbon fiber, talc, a mica,
wollastonite, kaoline, a montmorillonite, a titanium whisker and a rock wool. Examples of organic reinforcing materials
include an aramide, a polyimide, a liquid crystal polyester (LCP), a polybenzoimidazole and a polybenzothiazole.
[0220] The cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention can be used as an excellent industrial material,
such as a plastic, a thermoplastic elastomer, and a modifier for other resins. If desired, a crosslinking agent may be
added to the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention to provide a hardening resin, such as a thermo-
hardening resin, an ultraviolet-hardening resin, or an electron radiation-hardening resin.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0221] Hereinbelow, the present invention will be described in more detail with reference to the following Examples,
Comparative Examples and Reference Examples.
[0222] In the Examples, Comparative Examples and Reference Examples, with respect to chemicals, those which
have most high purity among the commercially available ones were used. With respect to solvents, commercially
available solvents were treated by a conventional method before use. That is, the solvents were degassed, dehydrated
under reflux over an activated metal in an atmosphere of an inert gas, and purified by distillation.
[0223] With respect to measurement of the number average molecular weight of a polymer, the polymer was dissolved
in 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene, and the resultant solution was subjected to gel permeation chromatography (GPC), to obtain
the number average molecular weight, using a calibration curve obtained from a standard polystyrene. Examples of
GPC apparatus include one which is manufactured and sold by Waters Assoc. Co., U.S.A.

Example 1

(Preparation of the polymerization catalyst of the present invention, which is a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an
organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal)

[0224] In an atmosphere of dried argon gas, a predetermined amount of tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA) was
dissolved in cyclohexane. The resultant solution was cooled to and maintained at -10 °C. Then, in the atmosphere of
dried argon gas, an n-hexane solution of n-butyllithium (n-BuLi) was gradually, dropwise added to the cyclohexane
solution of TMEDA in an amount such as would provide a TMEDA / n-BuLi molar ratio of 1/4. After the initiation of
addition of the n-hexane solution of n-BuLi, the resultant mixture was gradually cooled to -78 °C. As a result, a tetra-
nuclear complex, having a molar ratio TMEDA / n-BuLi of 1/4, was obtained in the form of white crystals, the structure
of which is assumed to be [(TMEDA)•(n-BuLi)4]∞.

Example 2

(Preparation of the polymerization catalyst of the present invention, which is a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an
organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal)

[0225] In an atmosphere of dried argon gas, a predetermined amount of tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA) was
dissolved in cyclohexane. The resultant solution was cooled to and maintained at -10 °C. Then, in the atmosphere of
dried argon gas, an n-hexane solution of n-butyllithium (n-BuLi) was gradually, dropwise added to the cyclohexane
solution of TMEDA in an amount such as would provide a TMEDA / n-BuLi molar ratio of 1/1. After the initiation of
addition of the n-hexane solution of n-BuLi, the resultant mixture was gradually cooled to -78 °C. As a result, a binuclear
complex, having a TMEDA / n-BuLi molar ratio of 1/1, was obtained in the form of white crystals, the structure of which
is assumed to be [(TMEDA)2•(n-BuLi)2].
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Comparative Example 1

(Polymerization using a conventional catalyst system)

[0226] A well-dried 100 ml Schlenk tube was purged with dried argon gas by a conventional method. 5.00 g of
1,3-cyclohexadiene and 10.0 g of cyclohexane were charged in the Schlenk tube. While maintaining the temperature
of the resultant cyclohexane solution of 1,3-cyclohexadiene at room temperature, an n-hexane solution of n-BuLi was
added to the cyclohexane solution in an amount of 0.04 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom, to thereby obtain
a mixture.
[0227] After the addition of n-BuLi, the color, which is characteristic of the cyclohexadienyl anion, quickly disappeared
from the mixture, so that a desired polymer was not obtained.

Comparative Example 2

(Polymerization using a catalyst which comprises no binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound
containing a Group IA metal)

[0228] A well-dried 100 ml Schlenk tube was purged with dried argon gas by a conventional method. 5.00 g of
1,3-cyclohexadiene, 10.0 g of cyclohexane and 0.01 mmol of TMEDA were charged in the Schlenk tube. While main-
taining the temperature of the resultant cyclohexane solution of 1,3-cyclohexadiene and TMEDA at room temperature,
an n-hexane solution of n-BuLi was added to the cyclohexane solution in an amount of 0.04 mmol in terms of the
amount of lithium atom, to thereby obtain a mixture.
[0229] After the addition of n-BuLi, the color, which is characteristic of the cyclohexadienyl anion, quickly disappeared
from the mixture, so that a desired polymer was not obtained.

Comparative Example 3

(Polymerization using a catalyst which comprises no binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound
containing a Group IA metal)

[0230] Substantially the same procedure as in Comparative Example 2 was repeated, except that the amount of
TMEDA was changed to 0.04 mmol.
[0231] After the addition of n-BuLi, the color, which is characteristic of the cyclohexadienyl anion, quickly disappeared
from the mixture, so that a desired polymer was not obtained.

Comparative Example 4

(Polymerization using a catalyst which comprises no binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound
containing a Group IA metal)

[0232] Substantially the same procedure as in Comparative Example 2 was repeated, except that the amount of
TMEDA was changed to 0.40 mmol.
[0233] After the addition of n-BuLi, the color, which is characteristic of the cyclohexadienyl anion, quickly disappeared
from the mixture, so that a desired polymer was not obtained.

Example 3

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0234] A well-dried 100 ml Schlenk tube was purged with dried argon gas by a conventional method. 5.00 g of
1,3-cyclohexadiene and 10.0 g of cyclohexane were charged in the Schlenk tube. While maintaining the temperature
of the resultant cyclohexane solution of 1,3-cyclohexadiene at room temperature, a polymerization catalyst, which was
obtained in Example 1, was added to the cyclohexane solution in an amount of 0.04 mmol in terms of the amount of
lithium atom, and a polymerization reaction was conducted for 5 hours. After that period of time, a 10 wt% solution of
BHT [2,6-bis(tert-butyl)-4-methylphenol] in methanol was added to the polymerization reaction system, to thereby ter-
minate the polymerization reaction. Then, a large amount of a mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric acid was
added to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture, thereby separating a polymer formed therein. The separated
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polymer was washed with methanol and then, dried at 80 °C in vacuo, thereby obtaining a final white mass of the
polymer.
[0235] In the polymerization catalyst used above, lithium atoms were present in an amount as large as 4 equivalents
per equivalent of TMEDA. Nevertheless, the respective lithium atoms functioned as equivalent active sites for polym-
erization, thereby extending a polymer chain by living anionic polymerization. As a result, a cyclohexadiene homopol-
ymer having a number average molecular weight as high as 121,800 and an / ratio (which is used as a criterion
for molecular weight distribution) of 1.14 was obtained in a yield of 98.9 %.
[0236] From the above, it is confirmed that in the above polymerization reaction system, the polymerization catalyst
of the present invention maintained its complex structure and the polymerization proceeded on the multinuclear com-
plex, thereby extending the polymer chain.
[0237] The glass transition temperature (Tg) of the obtained polymer was 89 °C as measured in accordance with
the DSC method. The polymer was subjected to injection molding at a cylinder temperature of 300 °C, to thereby obtain
a colorless transparent test specimen having a thickness of 3 mm.
[0238] The tensile modulus (TM) of the test specimen was 4,020 MPa (1 MPa=10.19716 kgf/cm2) as measured in
accordance with ASTM D638. The heat distortion temperature (HDT) of the test specimen was 102 °C as measured
under a load of 1.824 MPa (18.6 kgf/cm2) in accordance with ASTM D648.

Example 4

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0239] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 3 was repeated, except that a mixed solvent of 1.00 g of
toluene and 9.00 g of cyclohexane was used as a polymerization solvent.
[0240] The yield of the obtained polymer was 98.7 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 101,900. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.21.

Example 5

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0241] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 3 was repeated, except that the amount of a polymerization
catalyst was changed to 0.08 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom.
[0242] The yield of the obtained polymer was 98.5 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 61,400. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.18.

Example 6

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0243] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 5 was repeated, except that a mixed solvent of 2.00 g of
toluene and 18.0 g of cyclohexane was used as a polymerization solvent, and the polymerization temperature was
changed to 60 °C.
[0244] The yield of the obtained polymer was 72.5 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 43,700. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.27.

Example 7

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0245] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 3 was repeated, except that the polymerization solvent was
changed to 20.0 g of cyclohexane, the polymerization temperature was changed to 40 °C and the amount of a polym-
erization catalyst was changed to 0.06 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom.
[0246] The yield of the obtained polymer was 99.8 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 83,800. The Mw/Mn ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.16.

Mw Mn

Mw Mn

Mw Mn

Mw Mn



EP 0 700 938 B1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

28

Example 8

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0247] A well-dried 100 ml pressure-resistant glass bottle, provided with a sealing cap, was purged with dried argon
gas by a conventional method. 5.00 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene and 5.00 g of toluene were charged in the glass bottle.
Then, a polymerization catalyst which was obtained in Example 2, was added to the resultant toluene solution of
1,3-cyclohexadiene in an amount of 0.080 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom, and a polymerization reaction
was conducted at room temperature for 5 hours. After that period of time, a 10 wt% solution of BHT [2,6-bis(tert-butyl)-
4-methylphenol] in methanol was added to the polymerization reaction system, to thereby terminate the polymerization
reaction. Then, a large amount of a mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric acid was added to the resultant po-
lymerization reaction mixture, thereby separating a polymer formed therein. The separated polymer was washed with
methanol and then, dried at 80 °C in vacuo, thereby obtaining a final white mass of the polymer.
[0248] The yield of the obtained polymer was 96.5 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 49,800. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.51.

Example 9

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0249] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 8 was repeated, except that the amount of a polymerization
catalyst was changed to 0.040 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom.
[0250] The yield of the obtained polymer was 98.5 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 64,300. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.48.

Example 10

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0251] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 8 was repeated, except that cyclohexane was used as the
polymerization solvent instead of the toluene.
[0252] The yield of the obtained polymer was 98.8 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 49,300. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.28.

Example 11

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear
complex of an organometallic compound containing a Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0253] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 9 was repeated, except that cyclohexane was used as the
polymerization solvent instead of the toluene.
[0254] The yield of the obtained polymer was 99.1 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 61,700. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.29.

Reference Example 1

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer having a number average molecular weight of less than 40,000
using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a
Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0255] 4.02 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene and 4.30 g of toluene were charged in a bottle. A polymerization catalyst, which
was obtained in Example 2, was added to the resultant toluene solution of 1,3-cyclohexadiene in an amount of 0.101
mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom, and a polymerization reaction was conducted at room temperature for 2
hours.
[0256] The yield of the obtained polymer was 98.9 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer

Mw Mn
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was 38,800. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.17.

Reference Example 2

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene homopolymer having a number average molecular weight of less than 40,000
using, as a polymerization catalyst, a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a
Group IA metal, according to the present invention)

[0257] Substantially the same procedure as in Reference Example 1 was repeated, except that the polymerization
temperature was changed to 50 °C.
[0258] The yield of the obtained polymer was 99.8 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was 39,200. The Mw/Mn ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.19.

Comparative Example 5

(Polymerization using a conventional catalyst system)

[0259] A well-dried 100 ml pressure-resistant glass bottle, provided with a sealing cap, was purged with dried argon
gas by a conventional method. 4.02 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene and 4.30 g of toluene were charged in the glass bottle.
Then, 1.01 mmol of n-BuLi as a polymerization catalyst was added to the resultant toluene solution of 1,3-cyclohexa-
diene, and a polymerization reaction was conducted at 50 °C for 8 hours. After that period of time, a 10 wt% solution
of BHT [2,6-bis(tert-butyl)-4-methylphenol] in methanol was added to the polymerization reaction system, to thereby
terminate the polymerization reaction. Then, a large amount of a mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric acid was
added to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture, thereby separating a polymer formed therein. The separated
polymer was washed with methanol and then, dried at 80 °C in vacuo.
[0260] The yield of the obtained polymer was 95.9 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained polymer
was only 16,800. The /  ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.87.
[0261] The polymer was yellowish, and was very brittle, so that it was impossible to produce a molded article from
the polymer.

Comparative Example 6

(Polymerization using a conventional catalyst system)

[0262] Substantially the same procedure as in Comparative Example 5 was repeated, except that the amount of n-
BuLi was changed to 0.101 mmol.
[0263] The catalyst of Comparative Example 6 was present in an amount of 1/10 as much as that of Comparative
Example 5. A polymer having a high molecular weight was not obtained. The yield was as low as 45.6 %. The number
average molecular weight was 12,500, and the / ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 2.05. The
polymer was yellowish.

Reference Examples 3 to 8

(Polymerization using a polymerization catalyst of the present invention, which is a complex of an organometallic
compound containing a Group IA metal with an amine compound, wherein the amine compound/organometallic
compound ratio is varied)

[0264] In an atmosphere of dried argon gas, polymerization catalysts having various TMEDA / n-BuLi molar ratios
as indicated in Table 1 were prepared. Using these catalysts individually, polymerization reactions were conducted in
substantially the same manner as in Example 3, except that the amount of cyclohexane was changed to 5.0 g.
[0265] The results of Reference Examples 3 to 8 are shown in Table 1.

Table 1

TMEDA/n-BuLi Yield (%)

Reference Example 3 2/1 58.6

Reference Example 4 1/1 98.4

Mw Mn

Mw Mn

Mw Mn
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Comparative Example 7

(Polymerization using a conventional catalyst system)

[0266] In an atmosphere of dried argon gas, substantially the same procedure as in Example 3 was repeated, except
that the polymerization catalyst was changed to n-BuLi (blend ratio TMEDA / n-BuLi : 0/1) and the amount of cyclohex-
ane was changed to 5.0 g. As a result, a polymerization reaction did not occur, so that a desired polymer was not
obtained.

Example 12

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0267] A well-dried 100 ml pressure-resistant glass bottle, provided with a sealing cap, was purged with dried argon
gas by a conventional method. 2.31 g of isoprene and 5.00 g of toluene were charged in the glass bottle. Then, a
polymerization catalyst which was obtained in Example 2, was added to the resultant toluene solution of isoprene in
an amount of 0.08 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom, and a polymerization reaction was conducted at room
temperature for 4 hours. Subsequently, 2.72 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was added to the polymerization reaction system,
and the polymerization reaction was further conducted at room temperature for 4 hours. After that period of time, a 10
wt% solution of BHT [2,6-bis(tert-butyl)-4-methylphenol] in methanol was added to the polymerization reaction system,
to thereby terminate the polymerization reaction. Then, a large amount of a mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric
acid was added to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture, thereby separating a polymer formed therein. The
separated polymer was washed with methanol and then, dried at 80 °C in vacuo, thereby obtaining a white isoprene-
cyclohexadiene diblock copolymer.
[0268] The copolymer was obtained in a yield of 97.6 %. The number average molecular weight was 38,200 as
measured by GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn ratio (criterion for molecular
weight distribution) was 1.22.
[0269] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
glass bottle.

Example 13

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0270] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 12 was repeated, except that the amount of isoprene was
changed to 2.50 g and the amount of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was changed to 2.50 g.
[0271] An isoprene-cyclohexadiene diblock copolymer was obtained in a yield of 98.8 %. The number average mo-
lecular weight was 34,400 as measured by GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn
ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.31.
[0272] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
glass bottle.

Table 1 (continued)

TMEDA/n-BuLi Yield (%)

Reference Example 5 1/2 97.7

Reference Example 6 1/4 99.5

Reference Example 7 1/8 69.2

Reference Example 8 1/16 35.5
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Example 14

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0273] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 12 was repeated, except that the polymerization temperature
was changed to 50 °C.
[0274] An isoprene-cyclohexadiene diblock copolymer was obtained in a yield of 98.0 %. The number average mo-
lecular weight was 30,700 as measured by GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn
ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.20.
[0275] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
glass bottle.

Comparative Example 8

(Polymerization using a conventional catalyst system)

[0276] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 14 was repeated to obtain a polymer, except that n-BuLi
was used as a polymerization catalyst.
[0277] The polymer obtained was an isoprene homopolymer.

Example 15

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0278] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 12 was repeated, except that 1,3-cyclohexadiene was first
subjected to a polymerization reaction and subsequently, isoprene was added for copolymerization.
[0279] An isoprene-cyclohexadiene diblock copolymer was obtained in a yield of 98.5 %. The number average mo-
lecular weight was 36,200 as measured by GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn
ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.32.
[0280] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
glass bottle.

Comparative Example 9

(Polymerization using a conventional catalyst system)

[0281] Substantially same procedure as in Example 15 was repeated to obtain a polymer, except that n-BuLi was
used as the polymerization catalyst.
[0282] The polymer obtained was a cyclohexadiene homopolymer.

Example 16

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0283] A well-dried 5-liter high-pressure autoclave having an electromagnetic induction agitator was purged with
dried nitrogen gas by a conventional method. 2,400 g of cyclohexane and 400 g of butadiene were charged in the
autoclave. Then, a polymerization catalyst, which was prepared so as to provide a TMEDA / n-BuLi molar ratio of 1/4,
was added to the cyclohexane solution of butadiene in an amount of 25.6 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom,
and a polymerization reaction was conducted at 60 °C for 1 hour. Subsequently, 400 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was
added to the resultant polymerization reaction system, and the polymerization reaction was further conducted at 40
°C for 6 hours. After that period of time, a 10 wt% solution of BHT [2,6-bis(tert-butyl)-4-methylphenol] in methanol was
added to the polymerization reaction system, to thereby terminate the polymerization reaction. Then, a large amount
of a mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric acid was added to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture,
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thereby separating a polymer formed therein. The separated polymer was washed with methanol and then, dried at
80 °C in vacuo, thereby obtaining a white butadiene-cyclohexadiene diblock copolymer.
[0284] With respect to the obtained copolymer, the number average molecular weight was 44,100 as measured by
GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The / ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution)
was 1.36.
[0285] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
autoclave.
[0286] The obtained copolymer was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 180 °C, to thereby
obtain a sample having a thickness of 3 mm.
[0287] The tensile modulus (TM) of the sample was 680 MPa (1 MPa = 10.19716 kgf/cm2) as measured in accordance
with ASTM D638. The tensile elongation (TE) was 500 % or more.

Example 17

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0288] A well-dried 5-liter high-pressure autoclave having an electromagnetic induction agitator was purged with
dried nitrogen gas by a conventional method. 2,720 g of cyclohexane and 154 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene were charged
in the autoclave. Then, a polymerization catalyst, which was prepared so as to provide a TMEDA / n-BuLi molar ratio
of 1/4, was added to the cyclohexane solution of 1,3-cyclohexadiene in an amount of 15.36 mmol in terms of the amount
of lithium atom, and a polymerization reaction was conducted at 40 °C for 5 hours. Subsequently, 326 g of butadiene
was added to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture, and a polymerization reaction was further conducted at 60
°C for 1 hour. After completion of the polymerization reaction, 9.60 mmol of dichlorodimethylsilane was added as a
coupling agent to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture, and a further reaction was conducted at 65 °C for 1
hour to thereby effect a coupling of the terminals of a polymer formed in the polymerization reaction mixture.
[0289] Then, a large amount of a mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric acid was added to the resultant po-
lymerization reaction mixture, thereby separating the polymer formed therein. The separated polymer was washed
with methanol and then, dried at 80 °C in vacuo, thereby obtaining a white cyclohexadiene-butadiene diblock copolymer.
[0290] With respect to the obtained copolymer, the number average molecular weight was 69,700 as measured by
GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn ratio (criterion for molecular weight distribution)
was 1.39.
[0291] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
autoclave.
[0292] The obtained copolymer was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220 °C, to thereby
obtain a colorless transparent test specimen having a thickness of 3 mm.
[0293] The tensile modulus (TM) of the test specimen was 6.57 MPa (1 MPa = 10.19716 kgf/cm2) as measured
substantially in accordance with ASTM D638 except that the measurement was conducted in a condition of 300 %
elongation. The tensile elongation (TE) was 500 % or more.

Example 18

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0294] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 17 was repeated, except that 3.80 mmol of tetrachlorosilane
was used as the coupling agent instead of the dichlorodimethylsilane.
[0295] With respect to the obtained cyclohexadiene-butadiene radial block copolymer, the number average molecular
weight was 120,500 as measured by GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn ratio
(criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.57.
[0296] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the copolymer had substantially the same ratio of monomer units as the ratio of monomers charged in the
autoclave.
[0297] The obtained copolymer was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220 °C, to thereby
obtain a colorless transparent test specimen having a thickness of 3 mm.
[0298] The tensile modulus (TM) of the test specimen was 7.06 MPa (1 MPa=10.19716 kgf/cm2) as measured sub-

Mw Mn
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stantially in accordance with ASTM D638 except that the measurement was conducted in a condition of 300 % elon-
gation. The tensile elongation (TE) was 500 % or more.

Example 19

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0299] A well-dried 100 ml pressure-resistant glass bottle, provided with a sealing cap, was purged with dried argon
gas by a conventional method. 2.50 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene, 2.50 g of styrene and 10.0 g of cyclohexane were charged
in the glass bottle. Then, a polymerization catalyst, which was obtained in Example 1, was added to the resultant
cyclohexane solution of 1,3-cyclohexadi ene and styrene in an amount of 0.08 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium
atom, and a polymerization reaction was conducted at room temperature for 4 hours.
[0300] After that period of time, a 10 wt% solution of BHT [2,6-bis(tert-butyl)-4-methylphenol] in methanol was added
to the polymerization reaction system, to thereby terminate the polymerization reaction. Then, a large amount of a
mixed solvent of methanol and hydrochloric acid was added to the resultant polymerization reaction mixture, thereby
separating a polymer formed therein. The separated polymer was washed with methanol and then, dried at 80 °C in
vacuo, thereby obtaining a white cyclohexadiene-styrene copolymer.
[0301] The yield of the obtained copolymer was 74.8 %. The number average molecular weight of the obtained
polymer was 37,100 as measured by GPC. The obtained chromatogram exhibited a single peak. The Mw/Mn ratio
(criterion for molecular weight distribution) was 1.53.
[0302] The polymer chain structure of the copolymer was determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed that the polymer
chain of the obtained copolymer had a structural composition corresponding to the molar ratio (1/3.4) of the cyclohex-
adiene monomers/styrene monomers charged in the glass bottle.

Example 20

(Synthesis of a cyclic conjugated diene copolymer comprising a monomer unit derived from a cyclic conjugated diene
monomer and a monomer unit derived from a monomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene monomer)

[0303] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 19 was repeated, except that a mixed solvent of 9 g of
cyclohexane and 1 g of toluene was used as the polymerization solvent.
[0304] 0.5 Hour and 1 hour after the initiation of the polymerization reaction, copolymer test specimens were obtained
from the polymerization reaction mixture respectively. With respect to the obtained test specimens, the respective
molecular weights thereof were measured by GPC. Each of the chromatograms of the test specimens exhibited a
single peak. The number average molecular weights of the copolymers obtained 0.5 hour and 1 hour after the initiation
of the polymerization reaction were 16,100 and 33,800, respectively. The Mw/Mn ratios (criterion for molecular weight
distribution) of the copolymer test specimens were 1.28 and 1.21, respectively.
[0305] The polymer chain structures of the copolymer test specimens were determined by 1H-NMR. It was confirmed
that the polymer chains of the copolymers, obtained 0.5 hour and 1 hour after the initiation of the polymerization reaction,
were each of a taper block configuration, and respectively had structural compositions corresponding to the molar
ratios (1/4.9 and 1/2.9) of the cyclohexadiene monomers/styrene monomers charged.

Example 21

(Production of a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition)

[0306] A well-dried 5-liter high-pressure autoclave having an electromagnetic induction agitator was purged with
dried nitrogen gas by a conventional method.
[0307] 2,060 g of cyclohexane and 154 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene were charged in the autoclave. A polymerization
catalyst, which was prepared so as to provide a TMEDA / n-BuLi ratio of 1/1, was added to the cyclohexane solution
of 1,3-cyclohexadiene in an amount of 25.6 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom. A polymerization reaction
was conducted at 35 °C for 4 hours. The conversion of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was 97.8 % as measured by gas chroma-
tography.
[0308] A sample of the polymerization reaction mixture was taken into methanol. The molecular weight of a polymer
formed in the sample was measured by GPC. The color of the polymerization reaction mixture was dark yellow. From
that color, it was confirmed that a reaction proceeded in a manner of living anionic polymerization.
[0309] Subsequently, 990 g of a 33 wt% solution of butadiene in cyclohexane was added to the polymerization re-
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action mixture remaining in the autoclave, and a polymerization reaction was further conducted at 60 to 70 °C for 1
hour. A sample of the resultant polymerization reaction mixture was taken into methanol. The molecular weight of a
polymer formed in the sample was measured by GPC.
[0310] The color of the resultant polymerization reaction mixture was yellow, which was the same color as that of
polybutadienyllithium. Thus, it was confirmed that a reaction proceeded in a manner of living anionic polymerizatation.
[0311] After completion of the intended polymerization reaction, dimethyldichlorosilane was added as a coupling
agent to the polymerization reaction mixture in an amount of 1/2 equivalent mol per equivalent of the lithium atom in
the catalyst, followed by stirring at 70 °C for 1 hour.
[0312] Then, a sample of the resultant polymerization reaction mixture was taken into methanol. The molecular
weight of a polymer formed in the sample was measured by GPC. The obtained polymerization reaction mixture was
colorless. Thus, it was confirmed that the active terminals of the polymer had been deactivated by a reaction thereof
with the coupling agent.
[0313] From the GPC charts of the polymer samples respectively taken in the above three steps, it was confirmed
that the peaks in the GPC charts were stepwise shifted to the side of high molecular weight in accordance with the
order of the above-mentioned three steps. This indicates that a polymerization reaction proceeded in a manner of living
anionic polymerization and a desired cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition was formed.
[0314] From the proportions of peak areas in the GPC charts of the obtained block copolymer composition, it was
confirmed that the block copolymer composition comprised 45 wt% of a polycyclohexadiene-polybutadiene-polycy-
clohexadiene triblock copolymer and 55 wt% of a polycyclohexadiene-polybutadiene diblock copolymer.
[0315] The solvent was distilled off from the polymerization reaction mixture, thereby obtaining a sheet. The sheet
obtained from the copolymer composition was then packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220
°C, to thereby obtain a test specimen. Using this test specimen, various properties of the block copolymer composition
were evaluated by the following methods.

<Evaluation methods>

(1) Molecular weight:

[0316] The number average molecular weight of the block copolymer composition was measured by GPC in terms
of the value obtained using a calibration curve of standard polystyrene.

(2) Structural composition and microstructure:

[0317] The structural composition and microstructure of the block copolymer composition were measured by 1H-NMR
(400 MHz; GX-400 FT-NMR: manufactured and sold by JEOL, Ltd., Japan), wherein integration was made 32 times
in a 10 w/v % deuteride form of dichlorobenzene as solvent for quantitative determination.

(3) Viscoelastic behavior:

[0318] With respect to the storage modulus (E') and the loss modulus (E'') of the block copolymer composition,
changes in the E' and E'' values according to the temperature change were individually measured under the conditions
shown in Table 2, using DMA spectrometer (983 DMA: manufactured and sold by DuPont Instrument, U.S.A.). The
change in E' value according to the temperature change is shown in Fig. 8, together with the change in the loss factor
(tan δ) according to the temperature change, wherein the tan 6 value is defined as a ratio E''/E'.

Table 2

DMA measurement conditions

Thickness of specimen about 2.0 mm

Span about 18 mm

Measuring temperature -150°C to +200°C

Temperature elevation rate 2°C/min.

Mode of measuring frequency Resonance frequency

Measuring device: 983 DMA, manufactured and sold by DuPont Instru-
ment
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(4) Surface hardness:

[0319] The surface hardness (JIS A) was measured at 25 °C.

(5) Tensile strength at break (Tb) (kgf/cm2) and elongation at break (E1) (%)

[0320] A test specimen having a size of 20 mm length x 3 mm width x 3 mm thickness was prepared by compression
molding. With respect to the above test specimen, the tensile strength at break and elongation at break were measured
by conducting a tensile test at 25 °C and a head speed of 20 mm/min in accordance with JIS K6301.

(6) Softening temperature (°C):

[0321] The softening temperature was measured, using TMA 100 (manufactured and sold by Seiko Instruments,
Inc., Japan) in which a 100 µm needle was used, under a load of 10 g.

(7) Tensile modulus:

[0322] The tensile modulus (TM) of the test specimen was measured substantially in accordance with ASTM D638,
except that the measurement was conducted in a condition of 300 % elongation. The value [300%Ms (kgf/cm2)] obtained
is shown in Table 3.

Example 22

(Production of a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition)

[0323] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 21 was repeated, except that tetrachlorosilane was used as
a coupling agent in an amount of 1/4 equivalent mol per equivalent of the lithium atom in the catalyst.
[0324] From the proportions of the peak areas of the GPC chart of the obtained block copolymer composition, it was
confirmed that the block copolymer composition comprised 62 wt% of a radial block copolymer [(polycyclohexadiene-
polybutadiene)xSiCl4-x, wherein x represents an integer of from 2 to 4], and 38 wt% of a polycyclohexadiene-polybuta-
diene diblock copolymer.
[0325] The solvent was distilled off from the polymerization reaction mixture, thereby obtaining a sheet. The sheet
obtained was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220 °C, to thereby obtain a test specimen.
With respect to this test specimen, various properties of the block copolymer composition were evaluated in substan-
tially the same manner as in Example 21.

Example 23

(Production of a cyclic conjugated diene block copolymer composition)

[0326] A well-dried 5-liter high-pressure autoclave having an electromagnetic induction agitator was purged with
dried nitrogen gas by a conventional method.
[0327] 2,060 g of cyclohexane and 77 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene were charged in the autoclave. A polymerization
catalyst, which was prepared so as to provide a TMEDA / n-BuLi ratio of 1/1, was added to the resultant cyclohexane
solution of 1,3-cyclohexadiene in an amount of 25.6 mmol in terms of the amount of lithium atom. A polymerization
reaction was conducted at 35 °C for 3 hours. The conversion of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was 96.5 % as measured by gas
chromatography.
[0328] Then, 800 g of a 33 wt% solution of butadiene in cyclohexane was added to the above polymerization reaction
mixture remaining in the autoclave, and a polymerization reaction was further conducted at 60 to 70 °C for 1 hour. The
conversion of butadiene was 100 % as measured by gas chromatography.
[0329] Subsequently, 77 g of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was added to the polymerization reaction mixture. A polymerization
reaction was further conducted at 35 °C for 3 hours. The conversion of 1,3-cyclohexadiene was 93.3 % as measured
by gas chromatography.
[0330] After that period of time, methyl alcohol was added as a polymerization terminator to the resultant polymeri-
zation reaction mixture in an amount of 0.8 equivalent mol per equivalent of the lithium atom in the catalyst, followed
by stirring at 70 °C for 1 hour to thereby deactivate the active terminals of the living polymer formed in the polymerization
reaction mixture.
[0331] The solvent was distilled off from the polymerization reaction mixture, thereby obtaining a sheet. The sheet
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obtained was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220 °C, to thereby obtain a test specimen.
Using this test specimen, various properties of the block copolymer composition were evaluated in substantially the
same manner as in Example 21.

Comparative Example 10

(Production of a conventional conjugated diene block copolymer composition)

[0332] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 21 was repeated, except that styrene was used instead of
the 1,3-cyclohexadiene, thereby obtaining a block copolymer composition.
[0333] The solvent was distilled off from the polymerization reaction mixture, thereby obtaining a sheet. The sheet
obtained was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220 °C, to thereby obtain a test specimen.
Using this test specimen, various properties of the block copolymer composition were evaluated in substantially the
same manner as in Example 21.

Comparative Example 11

(Production of a conventional conjugated diene block copolymer composition)

[0334] Substantially the same procedure as in Example 23 was repeated, except that styrene was used instead of
the 1,3-cyclohexadiene, thereby obtaining a block copolymer composition.
[0335] The solvent was distilled off from the polymerization reaction mixture, thereby obtaining a sheet. The sheet
obtained was packed in a mold and subjected to compression molding at 220 °C, to thereby obtain a test specimen.
Using this test specimen, various properties of the block copolymer composition were evaluated in substantially the
same manner as in Example 21.
[0336] With respect to the block copolymer compositions obtained in Examples 21 to 23 and Comparative Examples
10 and 11, the results of evaluation of various properties are shown in Table 3. The ascription of 1H-NMR spectrum is
shown in Table 4.
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Industrial applicability

[0337] The cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention and the polymer composition comprising the
same have not only excellent thermal properties in respect of, for example, a melting temperature, a glass transition
temperature and a heat distortion temperature, but also excellent mechanical properties, such as high tensile modulus
and high flexural modulus. Further, the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention has not only a high
molecular weight sufficient for the polymer to be used as a molded article, but also can be provided in the form of a
copolymer of a cyclic conjugated diene monomer with a comonomer copolymerizable with the cyclic conjugated diene
monomer, wherein the content of the comonomer and the configuration of the copolymer can be appropriately selected
so that the copolymer can have desired thermal and mechanical properties. Therefore, the novel cyclic conjugated
diene polymer and the polymer composition comprising the same can be advantageously used in various fields as
industrially important materials, such as plastics, and thermoplastic elastomers.
[0338] Further, the cyclic conjugated diene polymer of the present invention can be used singly or, if desired, in
composite forms with other resins or inorganic materials, in various uses, for example, as materials for parts for auto-
mobiles, electric appliances and electronics; films; sheets; and tubes.
[0339] The polymerization catalyst used in the method of the present invention has not only a high activity to polym-
erize a cyclic conjugated diene monomer, so that the polymer can be produced in high yield using the catalyst in a
relatively small amount, but also can be used for synthesis of a high molecular weight polymer and copolymer which
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have never been produced using conventional catalysts. The polymerization catalyst of the present invention is also
useful as a living anionic polymerization catalyst for obtaining polymers having desired structures, so that the catalyst
can be widely used for producing conventional polymers by living anionic polymerization.

Claims

1. A cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a main chain represented by the following formula (I):

wherein A and B are monomer units constituting said main chain in which monomer units A and B are arranged
in any order, and ø and m are, respectively, weight percentages of monomer units A and B, based on the total
weight of monomer units A and B;

wherein:

A is selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units each being independently
represented by the following formula (III):

wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl
group or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a
heteroatom.
B is selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomer units or the class consisting
of vinyl aromatic monomer units; and

wherein:

ø and m satisfy the following requirements:

ø + m = 100,
0.5 ≤ ø ≤ 100, and
0 ≤ m < 100,

with the proviso that when ø = 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a number average molecular weight
of from 40,000 to 5,000,000, and when 0.5 ≤ ø < 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer is a block copolymer
comprising A monomer units and B monomer units and has a number average molecular weight of from 25,000
to 5,000,000, wherein the number average molecular weight is measured by gel permeation chromatography,
using 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene as a solvent and using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene.

2. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to claim 1, wherein ø = 100, and wherein said A monomer units
are comprised of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units which are the same or different.
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3. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to claim 1, wherein, in said block copolymer, said A monomer units
are comprised of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units which are the same or different.

4. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to claim 1, wherein said block copolymer is an at least-tri-block
copolymer having a number average molecular weight of from 25,000 to 1,000,000 and comprising at least two Y
blocks each containing at least one A monomer unit, and at least one Z block comprised mainly of chain conjugated
diene monomer units as monomer units B, wherein the weight ratio of said at least two Y blocks to said at least
one Z block is from 3/97 to 97/3.

5. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to claim 1, wherein said block copolymer is a diblock copolymer
having a number average molecular weight of from 25,000 to 1,000,000 and comprising one Y block containing
at least one A monomer unit, and one Z block comprised mainly of chain conjugated diene monomer units as
monomer units B.

6. The cyclic conjugated diene polymer according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein at least one of said cyclic
conjugated diene monomer units is a 1,3-cyclohexadiene monomer unit or a derivative thereof.

7. A cyclic conjugated diene copolymer composition comprising (α) an at least-tri-block copolymer of claim 4 and (β)
a diblock copolymer of claim 5, wherein the proportions of components (α) and (β) are, respectively, from 5 to 95
% by weight and from 95 % to 5 % by weight, based on the total weight of components (α) and (β).

8. The composition according to claim 7, wherein at least a part of said Y block is comprised of at least one cyclic
conjugated diene monomer unit selected from the class consisting of a 1,3-cyclohexadiene monomer unit and a
derivative thereof, and said Z block is comprised mainly of units of at least one member selected from the class
consisting of a 1,3-butadiene monomer unit and an isoprene monomer unit.

9. The composition according to claim 7, wherein said at least-tri-block copolymer (α) has a configuration represented
by a formula selected from the group consisting of Y - (Z - Y)q, (Y - Z)r, Z - (Y - Z)r, [(Z - Y)q]r, [(Y - Z)q]r, [(Z - Y)q-
Z]r, and [(Y - Z)q-Y]r in which Y and Z are as defined above, q is an integer of 1 or more, and r is an integer of 2
or more.

10. A method for producing a cyclic conjugated diene polymer comprising a main chain represented by the following
formula (I):

wherein A and B are monomer units constituting said main chain in which monomer units A and B are arranged
in any order, and ø and m are, respectively, weight percentages of monomer units A and B, based on the total
weight of monomer units A and B;

wherein:

A is selected from the class consisting of cyclic conjugated diene monomer units each being independently
represented by the following formula (III):
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wherein each R2 independently represents a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a C1-C20 alkyl group, a C2-C20
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon group, a C5-C20 aryl group, a C3-C20 cycloalkyl group, a C4-C20 cyclodienyl
group or a 5 to 10-membered heterocyclic group having at least one nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur atom as a
heteroatom.
B is selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated diene monomer units or the class consisting
of vinyl aromatic monomer units; and

wherein:

ø and m satisfy the following requirements:

ø + m = 100,
0.5 ≤ ø ≤ 100, and
0 ≤ m < 100,

with the proviso that when ø = 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer has a number average molecular weight
of from 40,000 to 5,000,000, and when 0.5 ≤ ø < 100, said cyclic conjugated diene polymer is a block copolymer
comprising A monomer units and B monomer units and has a number average molecular weight of from 25,000
to 5,000,000, wherein the number average molecular weight is measured by gel permeation chromatography,
using 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene as a solvent and using a calibration curve of a standard polystyrene,
which comprises polymerizing at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer, or copolymerizing at least one cyclic
conjugated diene monomer and at least one comonomer copolymerizable therewith in the presence of a catalyst
comprised of a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound containing a metal belonging to
Group IA of the Periodic Table with a complexing agent comprised of an amine, wherein the copolymerization of
said at least one cyclic conjugated diene monomer and said at least one comonomer is performed to produce a
block copolymer, said at least one comonomer being selected from either the class consisting of chain conjugated
diene monomers or the class consisting of vinyl aromatic monomers.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein said catalyst is one which has been prepared prior to the polymerization.

12. A polymerization catalyst comprising a binuclear or multinuclear complex of an organometallic compound contain-
ing a metal belonging to Group IA of the Periodic Table with a complexing agent comprised of an amine.

Patentansprüche

1. Cyclisches, konjugiertes Dienpolymer, umfassend eine Hauptkette, die durch die folgende Formel (I) veranschau-
licht ist:

wobei A und B Monomereinheiten sind, die die Hauptkette darstellen, in der die A- und B-Monomereinheiten in
jeder beliebigen Reihenfolge angeordnet sind und l bzw. m Gewichtsprozente der A- bzw. B-Monomereinheiten,
bezogen auf das Gesamtgewicht der A- bzw. B-Monomereinheiten, sind, wobei:

A ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus cyclischen konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten, die jeweils
unabhängig durch die folgende Formel (III) veranschaulicht sind:
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wobei jedes R2 unabhängig ein Wasserstoffatom, ein Halogenatom, eine C1-C20-Alkylgruppe, eine ungesät-
tigte aliphatische C2-C20-Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe, eine C5-C20-Arylgruppe, eine C3-C20-Cycloalkylgruppe,
eine C4-C20-Cyclodienylgruppe oder eine 5-bis 10gliedrige heterocyclische Gruppe mit wenigstens einem
Stickstoff-, Sauerstoff- oder Schwefelatom als Heteroatom darstellt,

B entweder aus der aus kettenförmig konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten bestehenden Klasse oder der aus
vinylaromatischen Monomereinheiten bestehenden Klasse ausgewählt ist und

wobei:

l und m die folgenden Bedingungen erfüllen:

l + m = 100,

0,5 ≤ l ≤ 100 und

0 ≤ m < 100,

mit der Maßgabe, dass, wenn l = 100, das cyclische konjugierte Dienpolymer ein Zahlenmittel des Molekularge-
wichts von 40 000 bis 5 000 000 hat, und, wenn 0,5 ≤ l < 100, das cyclische, konjugierte Dienpolymer ein Block-Co-
polymer ist, das A-Monomereinheiten und B-Monomereinheiten umfasst und ein Zahlenmittel des Molekularge-
wichts von 25 000 bis 5 000 000 hat, wobei das Zahlenmittel des Molekulargewichts durch Gelpermeationschro-
matographie unter Verwendung von 1,2,4-Trichlorbenzol als Lösungsmittel und unter Verwendung einer Kalibrie-
rungskurve eines Standard-Polystyrols gemessen wird.

2. Cyclisches, konjugiertes Dienpolymer nach Anspruch 1, wobei l = 100 und wobei die A-Monomereinheiten aus
cyclischen, konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten bestehen, die gleich oder verschieden sind.

3. Cyclisches, konjugiertes Dienpolymer nach Anspruch 1, wobei im Block-Copolymer die A-Monomereinheiten aus
cyclischen, konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten bestehen, die gleich oder verschieden sind.

4. Cyclisches, konjugiertes Dienpolymer nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Block-Copolymer ein wenigstens Triblock-Co-
polymer mit einem Zahlenmittel des Molekulargewichts von 25 000 bis 1 000 000 ist und wenigstens zwei Y-Blöcke,
die jeder wenigstens eine A-Monomereinheit enthalten, und wenigstens einen Z-Block, der hauptsächlich aus
kettenförmig konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten als Monomereinheiten B besteht, umfasst, wobei das Gewichts-
verhältnis von den wenigstens zwei Y-Blöcken zum wenigstens einen Z-Block 3/97 bis 97/3 beträgt.

5. Cyclisches, konjugiertes Dienpolymer nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Block-Copolymer ein Diblock-Copolymer mit
einem Zahlenmittel des Molekulargewichts von 25 000 bis 1 000 000 ist und einen Y-Block, der wenigstens ein
A-Monomer enthält, und einen Z-Block, der hauptsächlich aus kettenförmig konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten
als Monomereinheiten B besteht, umfasst.

6. Cyclisches, konjugiertes Dienpolymer nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wobei wenigstens eine der cyclischen,
konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten eine 1,3-Cyclohexadien-Monomereinheit oder ein Derivat davon ist.
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7. Zusammensetzung von cyclischen, konjugierten Dienpolymeren, umfassend (α) ein wenigstens Triblock-Copoly-
mer nach Anspruch 4 und (β) ein Diblock-Copolymer nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Anteile der Komponenten (α)
bzw. (β) 5 bis 95 Gew.-% bzw. 95 bis 5 Gew.-%, bezogen auf das Gesamtgewicht der Komponenten (α) und (β),
betragen.

8. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 7, wobei wenigstens ein Teil des Y-Blocks aus wenigstens einer cyclischen,
konjugierten Dienmonomereinheit, ausgewählt aus der Klasse bestehend aus einer 1,3-Cyclohexadien-Monomer-
einheit und einem Derivat davon, besteht und der Z-Block hauptsächlich aus Einheiten aus wenigstens einem
Element, ausgewählt aus der Klasse bestehend aus einer 1,3-Butadien-Monomereinheit und einer Isopren-Mo-
nomereinheit, besteht.

9. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 7, wobei das wenigstens Triblock-Copolymer (α) eine Konfiguration hat, die
durch eine Formel veranschaulicht ist, die ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Y - (Z - Y)q, (Y - Z)r, Z -
(Y - Z)r, [(Z - Y)q]r, [(Y - Z)q]r, [(Z - Y)q - Z]r und [(Y - Z)q - Y]r, und wobei Y und Z wie oben definiert sind, q eine
ganze Zahl, 1 oder mehr, ist und r eine ganze Zahl, 2 oder mehr, ist.

10. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines cyclischen, konjugierten Dienpolymers, umfassend eine Hauptkette, die durch die
folgende Formel (I) veranschaulicht ist:

wobei A und B Monomereinheiten sind, die die Hauptkette darstellen, in der die A- und B-Monomereinheiten in
jeder beliebigen Reihenfolge angeordnet sind und l bzw. m Gewichtsprozente der A- bzw. B-Monomereinheiten,
bezogen auf das Gesamtgewicht der A- bzw. B-Monomereinheiten, sind, wobei:

A ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus cyclischen, konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten, die jeweils
unabhängig durch die folgende Formel (III) veranschaulicht sind:

wobei jedes R2 unabhängig ein Wasserstoffatom, ein Halogenatom, eine C1-C20-Alkylgruppe, eine ungesät-
tigte aliphatische C2-C20-Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe, eine C5-C20-Arylgruppe, eine C3-C20-Cycloalkylgruppe,
eine C4-C20-Cyclodienylgruppe oder eine 5-bis 10gliedrige heterocyclische Gruppe mit wenigstens einem
Stickstoff-, Sauerstoff- oder Schwefelatom als Heteroatom darstellt,

B entweder aus der aus kettenförmig konjugierten Dienmonomereinheiten bestehenden Klasse oder der aus
vinylaromatischen Monomereinheiten bestehenden Klasse ausgewählt ist und

wobei:

l und m die folgenden Bedingungen erfüllen:

l + m = 100,

0,5 ≤ l ≤ 100 und
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0 ≤ m < 100,

mit der Maßgabe, dass, wenn l = 100, das cyclische konjugierte Dienpolymer ein Zahlenmittel des Molekularge-
wichts von 40 000 bis 5 000 000 hat, und, wenn 0,5 ≤ l < 100, das cyclische, konjugierte Dienpolymer ein Block-Co-
polymer ist, das A-Monomereinheiten und B-Monomereinheiten umfasst und ein Zahlenmittel des Molekularge-
wichts von 25 000 bis 5 000 000 hat, wobei das Zahlenmittel des Molekulargewichts durch Gelpermeationschro-
matographie unter Verwendung von 1,2,4-Trichlorbenzol als Lösungsmittel und unter Verwendung einer Kalibrie-
rungskurve eines Standard-Polystyrols gemessen wird,
umfassend die Polymerisation wenigstens eines cyclischen, konjugierten Dienmonomers oder die Copolymerisa-
tion wenigstens eines cyclischen, konjugierten Dienmonomers und wenigstens eines damit copolymerisierbaren
Comonomers in Gegenwart eines Katalysators, der aus einem zweikernigen oder mehrkernigen Komplex einer
organometallischen Verbindung, die ein zur Gruppe IA des Periodensystems gehörendes Metall enthält, mit einem
aus einem Amin bestehenden Komplexbildner besteht, wobei die Copolymerisation des wenigstens einen cycli-
schen, konjugierten Dienmonomers und des wenigstens einen Comonomers unter Bildung eines Block-Copoly-
mers erfolgt, wobei das wenigstens eine Comonomer entweder aus der Klasse bestehend aus kettenförmig kon-
jugierten Dienmonomeren oder der Klasse bestehend aus vinylaromatischen Monomeren ausgewählt ist.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei der Katalysator vor der Polymerisation hergestellt wurde.

12. Polymerisationskatalysator, umfassend einen zweikernigen oder mehrkernigen Komplex einer organometallischen
Verbindung, die ein zur Gruppe IA des Periodensystems gehörendes Metall enthält, mit einem aus einem Amin
bestehenden Komplexbildner.

Revendications

1. Polymère diène conjugué cyclique comprenant une chaîne principale représentée par la formule suivante (I) :

dans laquelle A et B sont des unités monomère constituant ladite chaîne principale dans laquelle les unités
monomère A et B sont disposées dans un ordre quelconque, et 1 et m sont, respectivement, les pourcentages en
poids des unités monomère A et B, sur la base du poids total des unités monomère A et B ;

dans laquelle :

A est choisi parmi la classe constituée d'unités monomère diènes conjuguées cycliques, chacune étant indé-
pendamment représentée par la formule suivante (III) :

dans laquelle chaque R2 représente indépendamment un atome d'hydrogène, un atome d'halogène, un
groupe alkyle en C1 à C20, un groupe hydrocarboné aliphatique insaturé en C2 à C20, un groupe aryle en C5
à C20, un groupe cycloalkyle en C3 à C20, un groupe cyclodiényle en C4 à C20 ou un groupe hétérocyclique
à 5 à 10 chaînons ayant au moins un atome d'azote, d'oxygène ou de soufre en tant qu'hétéroatome.
B est choisi parmi soit la classe constituée d'unités monomère diène conjugué de chaîne soit la classe cons-
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tituée d'unités monomère aromatique vinyle ; et

dans laquelle :

l et m satisfont aux exigences suivantes :

l + m = 100,
0,5 ≤ l ≤ 100, et
0 ≤ m < 100,

à la condition que quand l = 100, ledit polymère diène conjugué cyclique a une masse moléculaire moyenne
en nombre de 40 000 à 5 000 000, et quand 0,5 ≤ l < 100, ledit polymère diène conjugué cyclique est un copolymère
séquencé comprenant des unités monomère A et des unités monomère B et a une masse moléculaire moyenne
en nombre de 25 000 à 5 000 000, dans lequel la masse moléculaire en nombre est mesurée par une chromato-
graphie par perméabilité sur gel, en utilisant du 1,2,4-trichlorobenzène en tant que solvant et en utilisant une
courbe d'étalonnage d'un polystyrène standard.

2. Polymère diène conjugué cyclique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l = 100, et dans lequel lesdites unités
monomère A sont composées d'unités monomère diène conjugué cycliques qui sont identiques ou différentes.

3. Polymère diène conjugué cyclique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel, dans ledit copolymère séquencé, lesdites
unités monomère A sont composées d'unités monomère diène conjugué cyclique qui sont identiques ou différen-
tes.

4. Polymère diène conjugué cyclique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit copolymère séquencé est un copo-
lymère au moins triséquencé ayant une masse moléculaire moyenne en nombre de 25 000 à 1 000 000 et com-
prenant au moins deux blocs Y contenant chacun au moins une unité monomère A, et au moins un bloc Z composé
principalement d'unités monomère diène conjugué de chaîne en tant qu'unités monomère B, dans lequel le rapport
en poids desdits au moins deux blocs Y audit au moins un bloc Z est de 3/97 à 97/3.

5. Polymère diène conjugué cyclique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit copolymère séquencé est un copo-
lymère diséquencé ayant une masse moléculaire moyenne en nombre de 25 000 à 1 000 000 et comprenant un
bloc Y contenant au moins une unité monomère A, et un bloc Z composé principalement d'unités monomère diène
conjugué de chaîne telles que des unités monomère B.

6. Polymère diène conjugué cyclique selon l'une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel au moins une
desdites unités monomère diène conjugué cyclique est une unité monomère de 1,3-cyclohexadiène ou un dérivé
de celle-ci.

7. Composition de copolymère diène conjugué cyclique comprenant (α) un copolymère au moins triséquencé selon
la revendication 4 et (β) un copolymère diséquencé selon la revendication 5, dans laquelle les proportions des
composants (α) et (β) sont, respectivement, de 5 à 95 % en poids et de 95 à 5 % en poids, sur la base du poids
total des composants (α) et (β).

8. Composition selon la revendication 7, dans laquelle au moins une partie dudit bloc Y est composée d'au moins
une unité monomère diène conjugué cyclique choisie parmi la classe constituée d'une unité monomère de 1,3-cy-
clohexadiène et d'un dérivé de celle-ci, et ledit bloc Z est composé principalement d'unités d'au moins un élément
choisi parmi la classe constituée d'une unité monomère de 1,3-butadiène et d'une unité monomère d'isoprène.

9. Composition selon la revendication 7, dans laquelle ledit copolymère au moins triséquencé (α) a une configuration
représentée par une formule choisie parmi le groupe constitué de Y - (Z - Y)q, (Y - Z)r, Z - (Y - Z)r, [(Z - Y)q]r, [(Y
- Z)q]r, [(Z - Y)q-Z]r, et [(Y - Z)q-Y]r dans laquelle Y et Z sont tels que définis ci-dessus, q est un nombre entier de
1 ou plus, et r est un nombre entier de 2 ou plus.

10. Procédé de production d'un copolymère diène conjugué cyclique comprenant une chaîne principale représentée
par la formule suivante (I) :
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dans laquelle A et B sont des unités monomère constituant ladite chaîne principale dans laquelle les unités
monomère A et B sont disposées dans un ordre quelconque, et l et m sont, respectivement, les pourcentages en
poids des unités monomère A et B, sur la base du poids total des unités monomère A et B ;

dans laquelle :

A est choisi parmi la classe constituée d'unités monomère diène conjugué cycliques, chacune étant indépen-
damment représentée par la formule suivante (III) :

dans laquelle chaque R2 représente indépendamment un atome d'hydrogène, un atome d'halogène, un
groupe alkyle en C1 à C20, un groupe hydrocarboné aliphatique insaturé en C2 à C20, un groupe aryle en C5
à C20, un groupe cycloalkyle en C3 à C20, un groupe cyclodiényle en C4 à C20 ou un groupe hétérocyclique
à 5 à 10 chaînons ayant au moins un atome d'azote, d'oxygène ou de soufre en tant qu'hétéroatome.
B est choisi parmi soit la classe constituée d'unités monomère diènes conjuguées de chaîne soit la classe
constituée d'unités monomère aromatique vinyle ; et

dans laquelle :

l et m satisfont aux exigences suivantes :

l + m = 100,
0,5 ≤ l ≤ 100, et
0 ≤ m < 100,

à la condition que quand l = 100, ledit polymère diène conjugué cyclique a une masse moléculaire moyenne
en nombre de 40 000 à 5 000 000, et quand 0,5 ≤ l < 100, ledit polymère diène conjugué cyclique est un copolymère
séquencé comprenant des unités monomère A et des unités monomère B et a une masse moléculaire moyenne
en nombre de 25 000 à 5 000 000, dans lequel la masse moléculaire en nombre est mesurée par une chromato-
graphie par perméabilité sur gel, en utilisant du 1,2,4-trichlorobenzène en tant que solvant et en utilisant une
courbe d'étalonnage d'un polystyrène standard,

qui comprend la polymérisation d'au moins un monomère diène conjugué cyclique ou la copolymérisation
d'au moins un monomère diène conjugué cyclique et d'au moins un comonomère copolymérisable avec celui-ci
en présence d'un catalyseur composé d'un complexe binucléaire ou multinucléaire d'un composé organométallique
contenant un métal appartenant au composé IA du tableau périodique avec un agent complexant composé d'une
amine, dans laquelle la copolymérisation dudit au moins un monomère diène conjugué cyclique et dudit au moins
un comonomère est effectuée pour produire un copolymère séquencé, ledit au moins un comonomère étant choisi
parmi soit la classe constituée de monomères diènes conjugués de chaîne soit de la classe de monomères aro-
matiques vinyles.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel ledit catalyseur est un catalyseur qui a été préparé avant la poly-
mérisation.
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12. Catalyseur de polymérisation comprenant un complexe binucléaire ou multinucléaire d'un composé organométal-
lique contenant un métal appartenant au groupe IA du tableau périodique avec un agent complexant composé
d'une amine.
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