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(54) SADDLE-TYPE ELECTRIC VEHICLE

(57) A straddle electric vehicle (1) includes a battery
unit (21) which is an electric power supply for an electric
motor (5); a vehicle body frame (4) including a main frame
(12) unitarily joined to a head pipe (11); and a sub-frame
(30) extending rearward from an upper portion of the main
frame (12). The main frame (12) includes a down frame
member (13) extending downward from the head pipe

(11) and a lower frame member (14) extending rearward
from a lower end of the down frame member (13), and
the sub-frame (30) is detachably joined to the vehicle
body frame (4). A bottom portion of the battery unit (21)
is supported on the lower frame member of the main
frame (12), and a side portion of the battery unit (21) is
covered with the sub-frame (30).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a straddle elec-
tric vehicle which drives by use of driving power gener-
ated by an electric motor.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a straddle electric vehicle which
incorporates as a driving power source an electric motor
activated by electric energy stored in a battery has been
developed. As a conventional example of a structure for
mounting the battery in the straddle electric vehicle, it is
proposed that the battery is fastened to the side surface
of a main frame (see e.g., Patent Literature 1).

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Application Publication No. 2004-210074

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] However, a battery with a heavy weight applies
a great load to members used for fastening the battery
to the main frame. Because of this, there is a need for a
large structure for stably supporting the battery in the
vicinity of the main frame and the battery.
[0005] In a case where the main frame is composed
of a pair of right and left main frames, it is necessary to
insert the battery into a space between the right and left
main frames from above or from below to mount the bat-
tery in the vehicle. Moving the battery with a heavy weight
in a vertical direction is a complicated work. In addition,
the width of the battery is restricted by a spacing between
the main frames. Under the circumstances, it is not easy
to increase the capacity of the battery
[0006] Accordingly, an object of the present invention
is to provide a straddle electric vehicle wherein the ca-
pacity of the battery can be easily increased and a battery
with a large size can be easily mounted.

Solution to Problem

[0007] The present invention has been made to attain
the above described object. According to the present in-
vention, there is provided a straddle electric vehicle which
drives by use of driving power generated by an electric
motor, the straddle electric vehicle comprising: a battery
unit which is an electric power supply for the electric mo-
tor; a vehicle body frame including a head pipe supporting
a steering shaft for steering a front wheel such that the

steering shaft is rotatable, and a main frame unitarily
joined to the head pipe; and a sub-frame extending rear-
ward from an upper portion of the main frame; wherein
the main frame includes a down frame member extending
downward from the head pipe and a lower frame member
extending rearward from a lower end of the down frame
member, and the sub-frame is detachably joined to the
vehicle body frame; and wherein a bottom portion of the
battery unit is supported on the lower frame member of
the main frame, and a side portion of the battery unit is
covered with the sub-frame.
[0008] In accordance with this configuration, by merely
placing the battery unit on the lower frame member in a
state in which the sub-frame is detached, the battery unit
can be mounted in the vehicle. Since it is not necessary
to raise the battery unit to a high position, the battery unit
can be easily mounted in the vehicle. Thereafter, by
mounting the sub-frame, the side portion of the battery
unit can be covered with the sub-frame. This allows the
battery unit to be suitably protected. As can be seen from
this procedure, the width of the battery unit is not restrict-
ed by the dimension of the sub-frame except for the por-
tion of the battery unit which is covered with the sub-
frame. Therefore, the capacity of the battery unit can be
easily increased in the locations above and below the
portion of the battery unit which is covered with the sub-
frame.
[0009] At least the lower frame member of the main
frame may be composed of a pair of right and left lower
frame members; and the bottom portion of the battery
unit may be supported on the pair of right and left lower
frame members.
[0010] In accordance with this configuration, since the
lower frame member is composed of the pair of right and
left lower frame members, the battery unit can be stably
supported thereon.
[0011] The down frame member may be placed for-
ward relative to the battery unit.
[0012] In accordance with this configuration, the bat-
tery unit can be protected by the down frame member.
[0013] The main frame may include a pair of right and
left main frames, and the sub-frame may include a pair
of right and left sub-frames; and the right and left sub-
frames may be detachably joined to the right and left
main frames facing the right and left sub-frames, respec-
tively.
[0014] In accordance with this configuration, since the
right and left sub-frames are joined to the right and left
main-frames, respectively, the length of the sub-frame
can be made shorter than in a case where the sub-frame
is joined to the head pipe. In addition, since the pair of
sub-frames cover the side portions of the battery case,
the battery case can be protected more effectively.
[0015] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise a
swing arm supporting a rear wheel such that the rear
wheel is rotatable; and a swing arm bracket coupled to
the swing arm such that the swing arm is pivotable; and
the lower frame member and the sub-frame may be de-
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tachably joined to the swing arm bracket.
[0016] In accordance with this configuration, the swing
arm and the rear wheel are easily mounted to the vehicle
body frame.
[0017] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise: a
motor case accommodating the electric motor; the swing
arm bracket may be formed by at least a portion of the
motor case; and a rear end portion of the lower frame
member and a rear end portion of the sub-frame may be
detachably joined to the motor case.
[0018] In accordance with this configuration, since the
motor case can be utilized as a portion of the swing arm
bracket, the number of components can be reduced.
[0019] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise: a
transmission for changing a speed of a rotation of the
electric motor; the motor case may accommodate the
transmission and the electric motor; and the electric mo-
tor and the transmission may be arranged vertically.
[0020] In accordance with this configuration, the motor
case accommodating the transmission and the electric
motor is mounted in the vehicle such that the motor case
extends vertically. This allows the rear end portion of the
lower frame member and the rear end portion of the sub-
frame to be vertically distant from each other. Therefore,
the length of the sub-frame or the lower frame member
can be reduced.
[0021] The lower frame member may be located below
a pivot around which the swing arm is pivoted with respect
to the swing arm bracket.
[0022] In accordance with this configuration, it is not
necessary to raise the battery to a high position when
the battery is mounted in the vehicle. Therefore, the bat-
tery can be easily mounted in the vehicle.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0023] As should be appreciated from the foregoing,
in accordance with the present invention, it is possible to
provide a straddle electric vehicle which can easily in-
crease the capacity of the battery, and can easily incor-
porate the battery with a large size. The above and further
objects, features and advantages of the present invention
will more fully be apparent from the following detailed
description of preferred embodiments with accompany-
ing drawings.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0024]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a right side view of an electric mo-
torcycle which is an exemplary straddle electric ve-
hicle according to Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of
components of the straddle electric vehicle of Fig. 1.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a right side view of an electric mo-
torcycle which is an exemplary straddle electric ve-

hicle according to Embodiment 2 of the present in-
vention.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a left side view of an electric motor-
cycle which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle
according to Embodiment 3 of the present invention.

Description of Embodiments

[0025] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Throughout the drawings, the same or corre-
sponding components are designated by the same ref-
erence symbols and will not be described in repetition in
detail. The stated directions are referenced from the per-
spective of a rider riding on an electric motorcycle which
is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according to the
embodiment of the present invention.
[0026] Fig. 1 is a right side view of an electric motor-
cycle 1 which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention. As
shown in Fig. 1, the electric motorcycle 1 includes a front
wheel 2 which is a driven wheel, a rear wheel 3 which is
a drive wheel, a vehicle body frame 4 disposed between
the front wheel 2 and the rear wheel 3, and an electric
motor 5 which is a driving power source for moving the
electric motorcycle 1. The electric motorcycle 1 of the
present embodiment is not equipped with an internal
combustion engine and is configured to rotate the rear
wheel 3 by using driving power generated by the electric
motor 5.
[0027] The front wheel 2 is rotatably mounted to the
lower portion of a front fork 6 extending substantially ver-
tically. A steering shaft 7 for steering the front wheel is
coupled to the upper portion of the front fork 6, and a
handle 8 is attached to the upper portion of the steering
shaft 7.
[0028] The vehicle body frame 4 includes a head pipe
11 and a pair of right and left main frames 12. The steering
shaft 7 is supported by the head pipe 11 such that the
steering shaft 7 is rotatable. The main frames 11 are uni-
tarily joined to the head pipe 11. The main frames 12
include down frame members 13 extending downward
from the head pipe 11 and lower frame members 14 ex-
tending rearward from the lower ends of the down frame
members 13. In the present embodiment, each of the
lower frame members 14 extends substantially horizon-
tally and is bent at a substantially right angle in a location
at which the lower end portion of the down frame member
13 and the front end portion of the lower frame member
14 are connected to each other.
[0029] The rear end portions of the lower frame mem-
bers 14 are detachably joined to a motor case 15 for
accommodating the electric motor 5. For example, the
rear end portions of the lower frame members 14 are
detachably joined to the motor case 15 by bolts. A swing
arm 16 is coupled to the motor case 15. The swing arm
16 extends substantially in a forward and rearward direc-
tion. The swing arm 16 is pivotally coupled at its front end
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portion to the motor case 15 and supports the rear wheel
3 by its rear end portion such that the rear wheel 3 is
rotatable. The motor case 15 has a flange protruding rear-
ward from the rear lower portion thereof. A pivot 17
around which the swing arm 16 is pivotable is oriented
in a rightward and leftward direction so as to penetrate
the flange. In this way, in the present embodiment, the
motor case 15 is coupled to the main frames 12 of the
vehicle body frame 4 and to the front end portion of the
swing arm 16 and serves as a swing arm bracket for
coupling the swing arm 16. Since the motor case is uti-
lized as a swing arm bracket, the number of components
can be reduced.
[0030] A link mechanism 18 which operates in re-
sponse to the pivot motion of the swing arm is provided
between the lower portion of the swing arm 16 and the
bottom portion of the motor case 15. The lower end por-
tion of a rear suspension 19 is coupled to the link mech-
anism 18 such that the rear suspension 19 is pivotable.
The upper end portion of the rear suspension 19 is cou-
pled to the rear portion of the motor case 15 such that
the rear suspension 19 is pivotable. In this way, the motor
case 15 also serves as a fastening suspension bracket
for mounting the end of the rear suspension 19 to the
vehicle body.
[0031] The motor case 15 is also joined to a seat frame
20. The seat frame 20 is detachably joined to the motor
case 15 (not shown in Fig. 2), and extends rearward from
the upper portion of the motor case 15 such that it is
inclined upward. A seat 9 on which the rider and a pas-
senger are seated in the forward and rearward direction
is mounted to the seat frame 20. The electric motorcycle
is a straddle vehicle. The rider is seated on the seat 9
while straddling the vehicle body.
[0032] As described above, the driving power source
is the electric motor 5. Therefore, the electric motorcycle
1 incorporates a battery unit 21 as an electric power sup-
ply for the electric motor 5. The battery unit 21 includes
a battery 22 for storing DC power, and a battery case 23
accommodating the battery. The battery case 23 is sup-
ported on the lower frame members 14. The upper portion
of the battery case 23 is covered with an air box 35. An
intake duct 36 is attached to the upper portion of the
battery case 23. A discharge duct 37 is coupled to an
outlet 23a (see Fig. 2) formed in the rear wall of the battery
case 23. The intake duct 36 and the discharge duct 37
open in the interior of the air box 35. The air box 35 is
able to take in ram air from forward. The air taken into
the air box 35 is sent to the battery case 23 via the intake
duct 36, flows rearward in the interior of the battery case
23 and is discharged to the interior of the air box 35 via
the discharge duct 37. This allows the battery 22 inside
the battery case 23 to be suitably cooled by the air. Even
when the ram air contains a moisture, the moisture can
be captured in the interior of the air box 35, which makes
it possible to suppress ingress of the moisture into the
battery case 23. The internal space of the air box 35 can
be utilized as a space in which electric components 38

are placed. By protruding a terminal 39 connected to the
battery 22 from the upper portion of the battery case 23,
the electric components 38 inside the air box 35 can be
easily connected to the battery 22, which provides an
advantage.
[0033] An inverter (not shown) converts the DC power
stored in the battery 22 into AC power. The electric motor
5 is activated by the AC power supplied from the inverter
to generate the driving power for moving the vehicle body.
The driving power generated by the electric motor 5 is
transmitted to the rear wheel 3 via a driving power trans-
mission mechanism 24. This allows the rear wheel 3 to
rotate. As a result, the electric motorcycle 1 can drive.
[0034] The driving power transmission mechanism 24
includes a transmission 25 and a chain 26. The trans-
mission 25 is able to select its change gear ratio from
among a plurality of change gear ratios, and to change
the speed of the rotation of an output shaft of the electric
motor 5 with the selected change gear ratio. The trans-
mission 25 may be, for example, a multistage constant-
mesh manual transmission including a dog clutch. Or,
the transmission 25 may be a gearless transmission or
an automatic transmission. The chain 26 serves to trans-
mit to the rear wheel the rotation whose speed has been
changed by the transmission 25. In the present embod-
iment, the motor case 15 accommodates the transmis-
sion 25 together with the electric motor 5. The electric
motor 5 and the transmission 25 are arranged in the ver-
tical direction. Although in Fig. 1, a case where the electric
motor 5 is positioned above the transmission 25 is ex-
emplarily shown, it may be positioned below the trans-
mission 25.
[0035] Since the motor case 15 accommodates the
electric motor 5 and the transmission 25, the motor case
15 is increased in size in a direction in which the electric
motor 5 and the transmission 25 are arranged. In the
present embodiment, the electric motor 5 and the trans-
mission 25 are arranged vertically, and as a result, the
motor case 15 is placed so as to extend vertically. The
rear end portion of the lower frame member 14 is coupled
to the front lower portion of the motor case 15. The pivot
17 is provided at the rear lower portion of the motor case
15, while the lower frame members 14 are positioned
below the pivot 17. The bottom portion of the motor case
15 constitutes an oil pan 27 for reserving oil. The oil is
utilized as a coolant for cooling the electric motor 5 and
as a lubricant for lubricating sliding sections of the trans-
mission 25. The motor case 15 accommodates an oil
pump 28 which discharges the oil reserved in the oil pan
27. The oil pump 28 is placed below the transmission 25
and above the oil pan 27.
[0036] Sub-frames 30 are placed above the main
frames 12. Although the main frames 12 are composed
of the pair of right and left main frames and the sub-
frames 30 are composed of a pair of right and left sub-
frames, only the right main frame 12 and the right sub-
frame 30 are shown in Fig. 1. The sub-frames 30 extend
rearward from the upper portions of the main frames 12
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and are provided and connected between the front side
of the vehicle body frame 4 and the rear side of the vehicle
body frame 4. Specifically, each of the sub-frames 30
includes a first frame member 31 for coupling the upper
end portion of the down frame member 13 to the front
upper portion of the motor case 15 and a second frame
member 32 for coupling the first frame member to the
vertically intermediate portion of the down frame member
13. The sub-frames 30 can increase a stiffness of the
vehicle body.
[0037] The second frame member 32 is unitarily weld-
ed to the first frame member 31. Each of the sub-frames
30 is detachably joined to the vehicle body frame 4. Spe-
cifically, the front end portion of the first frame member
31 is detachably joined to the upper end portion of the
down frame member 13 by a bolt. The rear end portion
of the first frame member 31 is detachably joined to the
upper portion of the motor case 15 by a bolt. The lower
end portion of the second frame member 32 is detachably
joined to the vertically intermediate portion of the down
frame member 13. Since the sub-frames 30 are detach-
able from the vehicle body frame 4 in this way, the battery
unit 21 can be easily mounted in the vehicle as will be
described below.
[0038] Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of com-
ponents of the electric vehicle 1 of Fig. 1. In assembling
of the electric motorcycle 1, firstly, in a state in which the
sub-frames 30 are detached from the vehicle body frame
4, the components of the front wheel 2 side are mounted
to the head pipe 11, and the rear end portions of the lower
frame members 14 are joined to the motor case 15. By
mounting the swing arm 16 and the rear wheel 3 to the
motor case 15 at this point, the vehicle body frame 4 can
be easily mounted to the rear wheel 3 side.
[0039] Thereafter, in the step of mounting the battery
unit 21, the sub-frames 30 (see Fig. 1) remain detached
from the vehicle body frame 4. In this state, the battery
unit 21 is placed on the lower frame members 14 of the
main frames 12. By merely placing the battery unit 21 on
the lower frame members 14, the battery unit 21 can be
mounted in the vehicle. Unlike with the conventional ve-
hicle body frame structure, it is not necessary to raise
the battery unit 21 to a high position. What is needed is
to raise the bottom portion of the battery unit 21 to a
position which is higher than the motor case 15. This
makes it possible to easily carry out a work for mounting
the battery unit 21 with a heavy weight in the vehicle. In
the present embodiment, the lower frame members 14
are positioned below the pivot 17 attached to the motor
case 15 which serves as the swing arm bracket. This
allows the battery unit 21 to be placed on the lower frame
members 14 without a need to raise the battery unit 21
to a high position. As a result, a work for mounting the
battery unit 21 in the vehicle can be easily carried out.
[0040] The lower frame members 14 are composed of
a pair of right and left lower frame members. The bottom
portion of the battery unit 21 is placed over the right and
left lower frame members 14. In this way, the battery unit

21 can be stably supported by the lower frame members
13. The down frame members 13 are placed between
the battery unit 21 and the front wheel 2. This allows the
front portion of the battery unit 21 to be protected by the
down frame members 13.
[0041] Then, the sub-frames 30 are joined to the vehi-
cle body frame 4. The sub-frames 30 further include a
front cross member 33 and a rear cross member 34 in
addition to the pair of right and left first frame members
31 and the pair of right and left second frame members
32, although the front cross member 33 and the rear cross
member 34 are not shown in Fig. 1. The front cross mem-
ber 33 and the rear cross member 34 extend in the right-
ward and leftward direction and couple the pair of right
and left first frame members 31 to each other. The front
cross member 33 couples the pair of right and left first
frame members 31 to each other, in the vicinity of the
base end portions of the second frame members 32. The
rear cross member 34 is placed rearward relative to the
front cross member 34. Thus, the sub-frames 30 have
the cross members 33, 34 at the front and at the rear,
respectively, to provide a unitary construction in the right-
ward and leftward direction.
[0042] To allow the sub-frames 30 to be mounted in
the vehicle, the sub-frames 30 are configured to be
mounted from above into the vehicle body frame with
respect to the battery case 23 supported on the main
frames 12. Specifically, the first frame members 31 and
the second frame members 32 are placed outward rela-
tive to the battery unit 21 in a vehicle width direction such
that they cover the side portions of the battery unit 21. In
this state, the first frame members 31 and the second
frame members 32 are joined to the main frames 12 and
the motor case 15 by bolts and other members.
[0043] Since the first frame members 31 and the sec-
ond frame members 32 cover the side portions of the
battery case 23, the front cross member 33 is placed
forward relative to the front wall of the battery case 23
and the rear cross member 33 is placed rearward relative
to the rear wall of the battery case 23, in a state in which
the sub-frames 30 are fastened to the vehicle body frame
4. Since the front cross member 33 and the rear cross
member 34 sandwich the battery case 23 in the forward
and rearward direction in a state in which the sub-frames
30 are fastened to the vehicle body frame 4, as described
above, it becomes possible to protect the battery case
23, and suppress the battery case 23 from being dis-
placed in the forward and rearward direction, with respect
to the vehicle body. The front wall of the upper end portion
of the battery case 23 is offset rearward, so as to form a
space in which the front cross member 33 is placed. This
allows the second frame members 32 to cover the side
portions of the battery case 23.
[0044] Since the sub-frames 30 extend outward rela-
tive to the battery unit 21 in the vehicle width direction,
they serve as protective members for protecting the bat-
tery unit 21 when the vehicle body falls down laterally.
Especially, since the sub-frames 30 can protect the upper
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portion of the battery unit 21, a portion of the battery unit
21 which is more likely to be damaged due to an in-
creased angular velocity when the vehicle body falls
down in a standing state can be protected more effec-
tively. Since the sub-frames 30 are mounted from above
into the vehicle body frame with respect to the battery
case 23 and cover the upper portion of the battery case
23, the dimension of the lower portion of the battery case
23 in the rightward and leftward direction is not restricted
by the spacing between the right and left sub-frames 30,
even though the sub-frames 30 have a unitary structure
in the rightward and leftward direction. This can increase
the dimension of the lower portion of the battery case 23,
and achieve an increase in the capacity of the battery 22
and a lowered center of gravity of the vehicle.
[0045] The sub-frame 30 at one (e.g., left side) of the
right and left sides is joined to the main frame 12 at one
side (e.g., left side). The sub-frame 30 at the other side
(e.g., left side) is joined to the main frame 12 at the other
side (e.g., left side). Since the right and left sub-frames
30 are joined to the right and left main frames 12 which
face the right and left sub-frames 30, respectively, as
described above, the length of the sub-frames 30 can be
made shorter than in a case where the sub-frames 30
are joined to the head pipe 11.
[0046] The rear end portions of the lower frame mem-
bers 14 are connected to the front portion of the motor
case 15. The rear end portions of the sub-frames 30 are
connected to the front portion of the motor case 15. The
battery unit 21 is accommodated into the space surround-
ed by the main frames 12, the sub-frame 30 and the motor
case 15. In this construction, since the motor case 15
serves as a portion of the vehicle body frame 4, the
number of components can be reduced, and the space
in which the battery unit 21 is placed can be expanded.
[0047] The right and left sub-frames 30 are detachably
joined to the upper portion of the motor case 15. As de-
scribed above, the motor case 15 is placed so as to ex-
tend vertically. Therefore, each of the rear end portions
of the sub-frames 30 can be made vertically distant from
the rear end portions of the lower frame members 14.
This eliminates a need to extend the rear end portions
of the sub-frames 30 such that they are inclined down-
ward to be close to the lower frame members 14, respec-
tively. Therefore, the sub-frames 30 can be reduced in
length. In addition, it is not necessary to bend upward
the rear end portions of the lower frame members 14. In
this way, the portion of the lower frame members 14
which support the battery unit 21 can be increased in
dimension in the forward and rearward direction.
[0048] The lower frame members 14 of the main
frames 12 bear most of the weight of the battery unit 21.
Because of this, the sub-frames 30 need not have a stiff-
ness sufficient to bear the battery unit 21. Since it is not
necessary to increase the stiffness of the sub-frames 30,
the sub-frames 30 can be designed more flexibly. For
example, the sub-frames may be designed so as to pro-
vide an improved external appearance rather than a high

stiffness for bearing the battery unit 21. The side surfaces
of the vehicle body which are more likely to affect the
external appearance of the vehicle body can be designed
in various ways. The sub-frames 30 are positioned above
the lower frame members 14 of the main frames 12. Since
the down frame members 13 and the lower frame mem-
bers 14 of the main frames 12 have a unitary structure,
it becomes easier to ensure the stiffness sufficient for
bearing the battery 22. Since the battery 22 and the elec-
tric motor 5 are mounted together onto the lower frame
members 14, the center of gravity of the vehicle can be
made lower, than in a case where the battery 22 is placed
above the electric motor 5. In addition, in this construc-
tion, it becomes possible to avoid the electric motor 5
from contacting obstacles on the road surface and hence
protect the electric motor 5 from the obstacles by the
lower frame members 14, as compared to a case where
the electric motor 5 is placed below the lower frame mem-
bers 14.
[0049] Alternatively, the side portions of the battery unit
21 may be fastened to the sub-frames 30. In this case,
the sub-frames 30 can also bear the load of the battery
unit 21, and the load applied to the vehicle body frame 4
can be lessened. In addition, it becomes possible to pre-
vent the battery unit 21 from being displaced in the right-
ward or leftward direction, and as a result, a weight bal-
ance of the vehicle can be stabilized during driving.
[0050] As shown in Fig. 2, in the present embodiment,
the lower frame members 14 of the main frames 12 are
composed of the pair of right and left frame members,
and the down frame members 13 of the main frames 12
are also composed of the pair of right and left frame mem-
bers. A cross member 41 is provided to connect the right
and left bent portions formed between the front end por-
tions of the down frame members 13 and the front end
portions of the lower frame members 14. This can en-
hance a stiffness of the bent portions. The down frame
members 13 extend substantially vertically, the lower
frame members 14 extend substantially horizontally, and
the bent portions have a substantially right angle. In this
construction, when viewed from a side, the front lower
portion of the main frame 12, which is bent at a substan-
tially right angle, forms a wide space, in which the battery
unit 21 of a large size can be placed efficiently. In addition,
the frames can firmly bear the heavy weight of the battery
unit 21 from below.
[0051] The second frame members 32 (see Fig. 1) are
mounted to the vertically intermediate portions of the
down frame members 13, respectively. A cross member
42 is provided at portions of the down frame members
13 to which the tip end portions of the second frame mem-
bers 32 are joined, respectively. This can enhance a stiff-
ness of the down frame members 13 and the cross mem-
ber 41. In addition, the cross member 42 can receive the
load applied by the sub-frames 30 to the main frames
12, and the sub-frames 30 can be stably joined to the
main frames 12. The sub-frames 30 include a front cross
member 33 for coupling the portions in the vicinity of the
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base end portions of the second frame members 32. As
described above, since the right and left base end por-
tions of the pair of second frame members 32 are coupled
together by the cross member 33, and the right and left
tip end portions of the pair of second frame members 32
are coupled together by the cross member 42, the stiff-
ness of the second frame members 32 can be enhanced.
[0052] The vehicle body frame 4 is provided with rein-
forcement frames 43. Each of the reinforcement frames
43 extends upward from the portion of the down frame
member 13 which is joined to the second frame member
32 such that the reinforcement member 43 is inclined
forward and is joined to the head pipe 11. The reinforce-
ment frames 43 can further enhance the stiffness of the
vehicle body frame 4, and hence the lower frame mem-
bers 14 can bear the battery unit 21 with a heavy weight.
The upper end portions of the down frame members 14
are joined to the upper portion of the head pipe 11, while
the upper end portions of the reinforcement frames 43
are joined to the lower portion of the head pipe 11. In this
structure, the sub-frames 30 are joined to the main
frames 12 rather than the head pipe 11. Because of this,
the structure in the vicinity of the head pipe 11 does not
become complex, and installation work and wiring work
of gauges can be easily carried out.
[0053] The front portion of the battery case 23 is pro-
tected by the lower frame members 14 and the front cross
member 33. The rear portion of the battery case 23 is
protected by the motor case 15 and the rear cross mem-
ber 34. The side portions of the battery case 23 are pro-
tected by the first and second frame members 31, 32.
This makes it possible to prevent the battery from being
displaced from the vehicle body even when an abrupt
impact is generated due to rapid deceleration or collision.
[0054] The electric motor 5 is placed forward relative
to the seat 9 such that the electric motor 5 faces the seat
9. Therefore, as compared to a case where the battery
unit 21 is placed in front of and in close proximity to the
seat 9, the dimension of a portion of the vehicle body in
the vehicle width direction, which portion is forward rel-
ative to the seat 9, can be reduced. This allows the rider
to easily grip the vehicle body with knees. Therefore, the
rider can easily drive the electric motorcycle 1.
[0055] Fig. 3 is a right side view of an electric motor-
cycle which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle ac-
cording to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Here-
inafter, regarding Embodiment 2, differences from Em-
bodiment 1 will be mainly described. As shown in Fig. 3,
an electric motorcycle 101 of the present embodiment is
configured such that a motor case 115 is supported on
the main frames 12, and does not serve as a suspension
bracket and as a swing arm bracket.
[0056] As in Embodiment 1, the main frames 12 include
the pair of right and left down frame members 13 and the
pair of right and left lower frame members 14. The battery
unit 21 is supported on the lower frame members 14. The
vehicle body frame 104 is provided with reinforcement
plates 143 welded to the down frame members 13 and

the head pipe 11. This allows the stiffness of the vehicle
body frame 104 to be improved, and the battery unit 21
to be stably supported. Each of the sub-frames 30 in-
cludes the first frame member 31 extending rearward
from the upper end portion of the down frame member
13 such that the first frame member 31 is inclined down-
ward, and the second frame member 32 for coupling the
first frame member 31 to the vertically intermediate por-
tion of the down frame member 13.
[0057] The electric motorcycle 101 includes swing arm
brackets 150 for connecting the rear end portions of the
main frames 12 to the rear end portions of the first frame
members 31, respectively. The swing arm brackets 150
extend substantially vertically. The lower portion of the
motor case 115 is coupled to the lower frame members
14, the upper portion of the motor case 115 is coupled
to the first frame members 31, and the rear portion of the
motor case 115 is coupled to the swing arm brackets
150. The front end portions of the swing arm 16 are cou-
pled to the swing arm brackets 150 such that the swing
arm 16 is pivotable. The seat frame 20 extends rearward
from the swing arm brackets 150. The rear suspension
19 is provided between the seat frame 20 and the swing
arm 16 so as to couple the seat frame 20 and the swing
arm 16 to each other.
[0058] In the present embodiment, also, the sub-
frames 30 are detachably joined to a vehicle body frame
104. Specifically, the front end portions of the first frame
members 31 are detachably joined to the upper end por-
tions of the down frame members 13, respectively, by
bolts. The rear end portions of the first frame members
31 are detachably joined to the upper end portions of the
swing arm brackets 150, respectively, by bolts. The lower
end portions of the second frame members 32 are de-
tachably joined to the vertically intermediate portions of
the down frame members 13, respectively, by bolts.
Since the sub-frame members 30 are joined to the vehicle
body frame 104, the battery unit 21 can be easily mounted
to the vehicle as in Embodiment 1. In addition, since the
battery case 23 is covered laterally, the battery can be
protected more effectively when a collision takes place.
[0059] Alternatively, as an intermediate frame struc-
ture between Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2, the
swing arm brackets may be unitarily mounted to the rear
end portions of the lower frame members such that the
pivots are provided at the main frames, and the motor
unit may be constructed separately from the swing arm
brackets. This allows only the electric motor to be de-
tached in a state in which the front and rear wheels are
joined to the main frames, which makes the maintenance
work easier. In this case, the rear suspension may be
mounted to the motor unit, and the motor case may serve
as the suspension bracket.
[0060] Fig. 4 is a left side view of an electric motorcycle
201 which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle ac-
cording to Embodiment 3 of the present invention. As
shown Fig. 4, in the electric motorcycle 201, a motor case
215 accommodates an electric motor 205 and a trans-

11 12 



EP 2 799 321 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

mission 225 and is placed to extend in the forward and
rearward direction. A vehicle body frame 204 includes a
head pipe 211 and main frames 212. A steering shaft
207 for changing the direction of a front wheel 202 is
rotatably supported by the head pipe 211. The main
frames 212 are fastened to the head pipe 211. The main
frames 212 include down frame members 213 extending
substantially downward from the head pipe 212 and lower
frame members 214 extending substantially rearward
from the lower end portions of the down frame members
213, respectively. The motor case 215 is supported on
the lower frame members 214 and positioned below the
lower frame members 214. The rear end portions of the
lower frame members 214 are detachably joined to the
upper front end portions of swing arm brackets 250, re-
spectively, by bolts. Alternatively, the front end portions
of the lower frame members 214 may be detachably
joined to the lower end portions of the down frame mem-
bers 213, respectively, by bolts.
[0061] The electric motorcycle 201 includes sub-
frames 230 extending rearward from the upper portions
of the main frames 12, respectively. The sub-frames 230
are composed of a pair of right and left sub-frames and
a pair of upper and lower sub-frames. The front end por-
tions of the sub-frames 230 are detachably joined to the
head pipe 211 by bolts, while the rear end portions of the
sub-frames 230 are detachably joined to the upper por-
tions of the swing arm brackets 250, respectively. In this
way, the sub-frames 230 are detachably joined to a ve-
hicle body frame 204. A battery unit 221 includes a battery
222 which is an electric power supply for the electric mo-
tor 205, and a battery case 223 for accommodating the
battery 222. The bottom portion of the battery unit 221 is
supported on the lower frame members 214 of the main
frames 212. The pair of right and left sub-frames 230
cover the left side portion and right side portion of the
battery unit 221, respectively.
[0062] Since the lower frame members 214 of the main
frames 212 are detachable from the down frame mem-
bers 213, as well as the sub-frames 230 as described
above, the battery unit 221 can be mounted in the vehicle
more easily. In addition, a mounting error between the
lower frame members 214 and the motor case 215 can
be reduced. Moreover, since the motor case 215 is
placed below the lower frame members 214, the motor
case 215 can be suitably cooled by the air.
[0063] Thus far, the embodiments of the present in-
vention have been described above. The above de-
scribed configuration can be suitably changed. For ex-
ample, the sub-frames 30 are not limited to those which
include the cross members 33, 34 to provide a unitary
structure in the rightward or leftward direction, and may
be configured such that the first and second frame mem-
bers 31, 32 at the left side are separate from the first and
second frame members 31, 32 at the right side. In the
case where the first and second frame members 31, 32
at the left side are separate from the first and second
frame members 31, 32 at the right side, only the first and

second frame members 31, 32 at the left side or the right
side may be detachably joined to other frame members.
Moreover, the sub-frame members 30 need not be com-
posed of the pair of right and left frame members.
[0064] The sub-frames 30 may be detachably joined
to the main frames 12, and may be detachably joined to
the electric motor 5 by using a joining structure other than
the bolts, so long as they are detachably joined to each
other. For example, the sub-frames 30 may be detach-
ably joined to the main frames 12, and may be detachably
joined to the electric motor 5 by using pins or wedges.
Although in the present embodiment, the right and left
sub-frames 30 are detachable from the main frames 12,
respectively, only one of the right and left sub-frames 30
may be detachable from the main frame 12. In this struc-
ture, also, the same advantages can be achieved. For
example, in a case where the vehicle body stands such
that it is inclined at one of either the right or left sides by
a stand device, the sub-frame 30 at the other side may
be detachable from the main frame 12. In this structure,
even when a part of the weight of the battery 22 is applied
to the sub-frames 30 during a stop of the electric motor-
cycle 1 in an inclined state, a sufficient stiffness can be
ensured because the sub-frame 30 and the main frame
12 are unitarily molded.
[0065] Or, the transmission 25 may not be incorporated
into the electric motorcycle 1. By placing the electric mo-
tor 5 above the pivot 17 and the battery in front of the
electric motor 5, the motor case 15 can be utilized as a
portion of the swing arm bracket as in Embodiment 1.
Thus, the number of components can be reduced.
[0066] Although the electric motorcycle has been ex-
emplarily described as the straddle electric vehicle ac-
cording to the embodiments of the present invention, the
present invention is also applicable to other vehicles such
as an all terrain vehicle (ATV), or a straddle three-
wheeled vehicle. Although the vehicle which does not
include an internal combustion engine and drives only
by using the driving power generated by the electric motor
is exemplarily described as the electric vehicle, the
present invention is also applicable to a hybrid vehicle
including the internal combustion engine in addition to
the electric moor.
[0067] Numerous modifications and alternative em-
bodiments of the present invention will be apparent to
those skilled in the art in view of the foregoing description.
Accordingly, the description is to be construed as illus-
trative only, and is provided for the purpose of teaching
those skilled in the art the best mode of carrying out the
invention. The details of the structure and/or function may
be varied substantially without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

Industrial Applicability

[0068] The present invention has advantages that it is
easy to increase the capacity of the battery and to easily
and stably mount the battery of a large size, and that it
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is effectively applicable to straddle electric vehicles such
as an electric motorcycle.

Claims

1. A straddle electric vehicle which drives by use of
driving power generated by an electric motor, the
straddle electric vehicle comprising:

a battery unit which is an electric power supply
for the electric motor;
a vehicle body frame including a head pipe sup-
porting a steering shaft for steering a front wheel
such that the steering shaft is rotatable, and a
main frame unitarily joined to the head pipe; and
a sub-frame extending rearward from an upper
portion of the main frame;
wherein the main frame includes a down frame
member extending downward from the head
pipe and a lower frame member extending rear-
ward from a lower end of the down frame mem-
ber, and the sub-frame is detachably joined to
the vehicle body frame; and
wherein a bottom portion of the battery unit is
supported on the lower frame member of the
main frame, and a side portion of the battery unit
is covered with the sub-frame.

2. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein at least the lower frame member of the main
frame is composed of a pair of right and left lower
frame members; and
wherein the bottom portion of the battery unit is sup-
ported on the pair of right and left lower frame mem-
bers.

3. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1 or
2,
wherein the down frame member is placed forward
relative to the battery unit.

4. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 2 or
3,
wherein the main frame includes a pair of right and
left main frames, and the sub-frame includes a pair
of right and left sub-frames; and
wherein the right and left sub-frames are detachably
joined to the right and left main frames facing the
right and left sub-frames, respectively.

5. The straddle electric vehicle according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, comprising:

a swing arm supporting a rear wheel such that
the rear wheel is rotatable; and
a swing arm bracket coupled to the swing arm
such that the swing arm is pivotable;

wherein the lower frame member and the sub-
frame are detachably joined to the swing arm
bracket.

6. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 5,
comprising:

a motor case accommodating the electric motor;
wherein the swing arm bracket is formed by at
least a portion of the motor case; and
wherein a rear end portion of the lower frame
member and a rear end portion of the sub-frame
are detachably joined to the motor case.

7. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 6,
comprising:

a transmission for changing a speed of a rotation
of the electric motor;
wherein the motor case accommodates the
transmission and the electric motor; and
wherein the electric motor and the transmission
are arranged vertically.

8. The straddle electric vehicle according to any one of
claims 5 to 7,
wherein the lower frame member is located below a
pivot around which the swing arm is pivoted with re-
spect to the swing arm bracket.
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