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(54) OPTICAL SYSTEM AND OPTICAL CORRECTION METHOD

(57) An optical system that obtains characteristics of
a transmission path in atmosphere, when laser light prop-
agates through this transmission path, at a place sepa-
rated from this transmission path and before the propa-
gation, and corrects wavefront of the laser light based on
the obtained characteristics, is provided. The optical sys-
tem is provided with an irradiation device and an atmos-
pheric characteristics obtaining system. The irradiation
device irradiates an external target with light via a first
optical path. The atmospheric characteristics obtaining

system is arranged in a second optical path separated
from the first optical path and obtains characteristics of
atmospheric environment in the first optical path with re-
spect to the irradiated light. The irradiation device is pro-
vided with wavefront correction optics. The wavefront
correction optics correct wavefront of the irradiated light
based on the obtained characteristics.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical sys-
tem and an optical compensation method.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A thermal blooming effect may occur when high-
power laser light propagates in atmosphere. The thermal
blooming effect is a phenomenon in that an energy of
light that propagates in a medium is absorbed by the
medium itself so that this medium is heated and charac-
teristics of light transmission path change. The thermal
blooming effect hinders practical application of long-dis-
tance propagation of high-power laser light represented
by energy transmission.
[0003] In relation to the above, Patent Literature 1 (Jap-
anese Patent Publication No. 2005-101223) discloses
an invention related to a high-power laser amplifier. This
high-power laser amplifier is provided with a solid-state
laser medium, a housing and an excitation source. The
solid-state laser medium amplifies laser light. The hous-
ing houses the solid-state laser medium. The excitation
source excites the solid-state laser medium with excita-
tion light. This high-power laser amplifier is provided with
a phase-conjugated mirror that compensates for wave-
front disturbance in the laser optical path and is charac-
terized in that a cooling medium of the solid-state laser
medium is a liquid.
[0004] The high-power laser amplifier disclosed in Pat-
ent Literature 1 cancels wavefront disturbance by invert-
ing a wavefront of laser light that is disturbed by change
of characteristics of a transmission path by use of phase
conjugated mirror and by making it pass through the
transmission path again. This high-power laser amplifier
can correct wavefront disturbance that occurs inside a
laser system but cannot correct wavefront disturbance
of laser light that propagates in an external atmosphere.
[0005] In addition, Non-Patent Literature 1 (Jonathan
F. Schonfeld, "The Theory of Compensated Laser Prop-
agation through Strong Thermal Blooming", THE LIN-
COLN LABORATORY JOURNAL, Volume 5, Number 1,
pp.131-150, 1992) discloses that a correction against a
thermal blooming effect cannot be focused in a closed
loop.
[0006] For example, when atmosphere is heated due
to propagation of light, the atmosphere expands, its re-
fractive index decreases and the light that passes
through such a region is diffused. When performing a
control so as to focus in a region where light is diffused,
the light is focused in a heated region and heating in this
region proceeds further. As a result, the control system
diverges.
[0007] In addition, Patent Literature 2 (B. Hafizi, "De-
termination of absorption coefficient based on laser beam
thermal blooming in gas-filled tube", Applied Optics,

Vol.53, Issue 22, pp.5016-5023, 2014) discloses that ab-
sorption characteristics of a gas in a tube can be obtained
from a thermal blooming effect occurred by passing laser
inside the tube with a diameter of 4 cm and a length of
5.5 m.
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SUMMARY

[0010] An optical system that obtains characteristics
of a transmission path in atmosphere, when laser light
propagates through this transmission path, at a place
separated from this transmission path and before the
propagation, and corrects wavefront of the laser light
based on the obtained characteristics, is provided. Other
problems to be solved and novel features will become
apparent from disclosures of the present description and
attached drawings.
[0011] According to an embodiment, an optical system
is provided with an irradiation device and an atmospheric
characteristics obtaining system. The irradiation device
irradiates an external target with light via a first optical
path. The atmospheric characteristics obtaining system
is arranged in a second optical path separated from the
first optical path and obtains characteristics of atmos-
pheric environment in the first optical path with respect
to the irradiated light. The irradiation device is provided
with wavefront correction optics. The wavefront correc-
tion optics correct wavefront of the irradiated light based
on the obtained characteristics.
[0012] According to an embodiment, an optical correc-
tion method includes obtaining characteristics of an at-
mospheric environment in a first optical path through that
light irradiated to an external target passes, with respect
to this light, in a second optical path separated from the
first optical path, controlling wavefront correction optics
so as to correct a wavefront of the light based on the
obtained characteristics, and irradiating the target with
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light via the wavefront correction optics and the first op-
tical path.
[0013] According to the above-described embodiment,
when laser light propagates through a transmission path
in atmosphere, a wavefront of the laser light can be op-
tically corrected based on characteristics of atmospheric
environment in this transmission path.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0014]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an optical system according to an em-
bodiment.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an atmospheric characteristic obtaining
device according to an embodiment.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a flowchart that shows a configuration
example of an irradiation method according to an
embodiment.
[Fig. 4A] Fig. 4A is a diagram that shows a state
example of atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light according to an embodiment.
[Fig. 4B] Fig. 4B is a diagram that shows a state
example of atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light according to an embodiment.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an optical system according to an em-
bodiment.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an optical system according to an em-
bodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] Embodiments of an optical system according to
the present invention will be described below with refer-
ence to attached drawings.

(First embodiment)

[0016] Fig. 1 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an optical system 1A according to an embod-
iment. The optical system 1A is provided with an atmos-
pheric characteristics obtaining system 2 and an irradi-
ation device 3.
[0017] The irradiation device 3 is configured to irradiate
an external target 4 with light. The atmospheric charac-
teristics obtaining system 2 is configured to obtain char-
acteristics of an atmosphere of a first optical path 51
through that the light passes, at a second optical path 52
that is separated from the first optical path 51, before the
light is irradiated. The first optical path 51 includes at
least a part of an optical path in that the light irradiated
from the irradiation device 3 reaches the target 4.
[0018] The irradiation device 3 is provided with a high-
power laser light source 31, mirrors 32A and 32B, wave-

front correction optics 33, a controller 34, a meteorolog-
ical meter 35 and irradiation optics 36. In the following,
the mirrors 32A and 32B may not be distinguished and
be collectively referred to as mirrors 32.
[0019] The high-power laser light source 31 generates
high-power laser light so as to reach the target 4. The
mirrors 32 are arranged so as to guide the generated
high-power laser light to the wavefront correction optics
33. The wavefront correction optics 33 are configured to
correct, when reflecting the high-power laser light to the
irradiation optics 36, wavefront of the high-power laser
light under control of the controller 34. According to an
embodiment, the wavefront correction optics 33 are a
deformable mirror. The controller 34 is configured to con-
trol the wavefront correction optics 33 based on the char-
acteristics of the atmospheric environment that are ob-
tained by the atmospheric characteristics obtaining sys-
tem 2 and the meteorologic information that is obtained
by the meteorological meter 35. The meteorological me-
ter 35 is configured to obtain meteorologic information in
the first optical path 51, the second optical path 52 or
vicinities thereof to transmit to the controller 34. The ir-
radiation optics 36 is arranged in the first optical path 51
and is configured to guide the high-power laser light re-
flected by the wavefront correction optics 33 to the target
4.
[0020] The atmospheric characteristics obtaining sys-
tem 2 is provided with an atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining laser light source 21 and an atmospheric charac-
teristics obtaining device 22.
[0021] The atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser
light source 21 is configured to generate atmospheric
characteristics obtaining laser light 210.
[0022] Fig. 2 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining de-
vice 22 according to an embodiments. The atmospheric
characteristics obtaining device 22 is provided with an
atmospheric model chamber 61, an atmospheric envi-
ronment reproducing device 62, a beam diameter adjust-
ment mechanism 63, a measurement device 64 and a
vacuum pump 65.
[0023] The atmospheric model chamber 61 is a con-
tainer with airtightness configured so that the atmosphere
characteristics obtaining laser light 210 can be incident
thereto, pass therethrough and be emitted therefrom.
The atmospheric environment reproducing device 62 is
connected to the atmospheric model chamber 61 and is
configured to be able to reproduce therein the atmos-
pheric environment of the first optical path 51 at the sec-
ond optical path 52 separated from the first optical path
51. The beam diameter adjustment mechanism 63 ad-
justs an intensity distribution of the atmospheric charac-
teristics obtaining laser light 210 by adjusting a beam
diameter of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light 210. The measurement device 64 is configured
to be able to measure the characteristics of the atmos-
phere environment in the second optical path 52 by use
of light that passes through the atmospheric model cham-
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ber 61. The vacuum pump 65 is connected to the atmos-
pheric model chamber 61 and is configured to be able to
make the inside of the atmospheric model chamber 61
evacuated.
[0024] The atmospheric environment reproducing de-
vice 62 is provided with a gas mixer 621, an atmosphere
intake port 622, a standard atmosphere container 623,
an aerosol generator 624, a gas flowmeter 625, a particle
counter 626 and a gas flow rate control valve 627.
[0025] The gas mixer 621 is configured to mix gases
and/or aerosols and the like that are supplied from the
atmosphere intake port 622, the standard atmosphere
container 623 and the aerosol generator 624 to provide
the atmosphere model chamber 61 therewith. The at-
mosphere intake port 622 is configured to take surround-
ing atmosphere in to be able to provide the gas mixer
621 therewith. The atmosphere intake port 622 may be
arranged to take atmosphere in from the first optical path
51, in particular. The atmosphere taken in from the first
optical path 51 will be referred to as optical path atmos-
phere. The standard atmosphere container 623 is a con-
tainer filled with standard atmosphere and is configured
to be able to provide the gas mixer 621 with this standard
atmosphere. It should be noted that the standard atmos-
phere is a gas configured to have composition, temper-
ature, density and the like based on a given standard.
The aerosol generator 624 is a device that generates
aerosols that are made by providing and mixing solid-
state particles, liquid-state particles and/or various par-
ticles having similar characteristics that cause optical
scattering phenomenon, and is configured to be able to
provide the gas mixer 621 with the generated aerosols.
The gas flowmeter 625 is arranged between the gas mix-
er 621 and the atmospheric model chamber 61 and
measures a quantity of gas that flows from the gas mixer
621 to the atmosphere model chamber 61. The particle
counter 626 is arranged between the gas mixer 621 and
the atmospheric model chamber 61 and counts a number
of particles of the aerosols included in the gas that flows
from the gas mixer 621 to the atmospheric model cham-
ber 61. The gas flow rate control valve 627 is arranged
between the gas mixer 621 and the atmospheric model
chamber 61 and is configured to be able to control a flow
rate of the gas that flows from the gas mixer 621 to the
atmospheric model chamber 61, stop the flow of the gas,
and the like. According to an embodiment, the gas mixer
621, the gas flowmeter 625, the particle counter 626, the
gas flow rate control valve 627 and the atmospheric mod-
el chamber 61 are connected so that the gas that flows
from the gas mixer 621 to the atmospheric model cham-
ber 61 passes therethrough in this order.
[0026] The measurement device 64 is provided with
an intensity distribution observation camera 642, a scat-
tered light observation camera 643, a screen 644 and a
monitor device 645.
[0027] The screen 644 is configured to be able to vis-
ualize an intensity distribution of the atmospheric char-
acteristics obtaining laser light 210 by being irradiated

with the atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light
210 that has passed through the atmospheric model
chamber 61 to be generated with a beam spot 71. The
intensity distribution observation camera 642 is config-
ured to be able to obtain an intensity distribution of the
atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210 by
observing the beam spot 71 generated on the screen
644. The scattered light observation camera 643 is con-
figured to be able to obtain, by observing inside the at-
mospheric model chamber 61, an intensity of scattered
light that is the atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light 210 scattered in a vacuum state or in a state in
that a given atmospheric model is reproduced. The mon-
itor device 645 is configured to be able to receive results
observed by the intensity distribution observation camera
642 and the scattered light observing camera 643 or var-
ious information obtained by the intensity distribution ob-
servation camera 642 and the scattered light observing
camera 643, to display to outside.
[0028] An operation example of the optical system 1A
according to an embodiment, that is, an optical correction
method according to an embodiment will be described.
[0029] Fig. 3 is a flowchart that shows a configuration
example of an irradiation method according to an em-
bodiment. The flowchart in Fig. 3 includes a total of five
steps, from the first step S01 to the fifth step S05. When
the flowchart in Fig. 3 starts, the first step S01 is executed.
[0030] In the first step S01, the optical system 1A
measures, by use of an atmospheric model chamber 61
in a vacuum state, an intensity distribution of atmospheric
characteristics obtaining laser light 210 that has passed
through the atmospheric model chamber 61.
[0031] At first, a vacuum state is generated inside the
atmospheric model chamber 61 by use of the vacuum
pump 65. This vacuum state means that an atmospheric
pressure is less than or equal to 10 kilopascal, for exam-
ple.
[0032] Fig. 4A is a diagram that shows a state example
of atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210
according to an embodiment. The atmospheric model
chamber 61 is provided with a body 611, a first window
612 and a second window 613. The body 611 is airtight
and isolates the internal space of the atmospheric model
chamber 61 from outside. The body 611 is durable
against vacuum.
[0033] The first window 612 is configured so that at-
mospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210 can
be incident therethrough from outside to inside of the
body 611. The second window 613 is configured so that
the atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210
can be emitted therethrough from the inside to the outside
of the body 611. The first window 612 and the second
window 613 are arranged so that the atmospheric char-
acteristics obtaining laser light 210 that is incident
through the first window 612 can passe through the inside
of the body 611 along the second optical path 52 and
can be emitted from the second window 613. It should
be noted that it is preferable that the first window 612 and
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the second window 613 have appropriate angles to the
optical axis so that, even if the atmospheric characteris-
tics obtaining laser light 210 is reflected by the first win-
dow 612 and/or the second windows 613, the reflected
light does not return to the atmospheric characteristics
obtaining laser light source 21. In addition, the first win-
dow 612 and the second window 613 may be configured
similarly and may be able to exchange their roles to each
other.
[0034] Next, the atmospheric characteristics obtaining
laser light source 21 generates the atmospheric charac-
teristics obtaining laser light 210. The beam diameter of
the atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210
is adjusted by passing through the beam diameter ad-
justment mechanism 63. In other words, an intensity dis-
tribution of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light 210 is adjusted by passing through the beam
diameter adjustment mechanism 63. The atmospheric
characteristics obtaining laser light 210 that has passed
through the beam diameter adjustment mechanism 63
is incident inside the atmospheric model chamber 61 via
the first window 612. The atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining laser light 210 that is incident via the first window
612 passes through the inside of the atmospheric model
chamber 61 in a vacuum state, is emitted outside via the
second window 613 and irradiates the screen 644.
[0035] The atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser
light 210 before incidence via the first window 612 will be
referred to as pre-incidence laser light 210A, for distinc-
tion. In addition, the atmospheric characteristics obtain-
ing laser light 210 after emission via the second window
613 will be referred to as post-emission laser light 210B,
for distinction. The pre-incidence laser light 210A and the
post-emission laser light 210B will be collectively referred
to as atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light
210.
[0036] A beam spot 71 is generated at a part of a sur-
face of the screen 644 irradiated by the post-emission
laser light 210B. The intensity distribution observation
camera 642 measures the intensity distribution of the
post-emission laser light 210B by observing the beam
spot 71. The intensity distribution observation camera
642 may store observation results to a storage device
that is not illustrated or may transmit the observation re-
sults to the controller 34.
[0037] The scattered light observing camera 643 ob-
serves how the atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light 210 is scattered inside the atmospheric model
chamber 61. The scattered light observing camera 643
may store observation results to a storage device that is
not illustrated or may transmit the observation results to
the controller 34. The second step S02 is executed after
the first step S01.
[0038] In the second step S02, the optical system 1A
uses the atmospheric model chamber 61 in a state in that
an atmospheric environment in the first optical path 51
is reproduced inside, to measure the intensity distribution
of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light

210 that has passed through this atmospheric model
chamber 61.
[0039] At first, the atmospheric environment of the first
optical path 51 is reproduced inside the atmospheric
model chamber 61 by use of the atmospheric environ-
ment reproducing device 62. According to an embodi-
ment, the optical path atmosphere is supplied inside the
atmospheric model chamber 61 via the atmosphere in-
take port 622 and the gas flow rate control valve 627.
Herein, if the inside of the atmospheric model chamber
61 is kept in the vacuum state of the previous first step
S01, the atmosphere around the first optical path 51 flows
inside the atmospheric model chamber 61 by simply
opening the gas flow rate control valve 627. It should be
noted that the gas flowmeter 625 and the particle counter
626 may be arranged between the atmosphere intake
port 622 and the gas flow rate control valve 627. The gas
mixer 621 may be further arranged between the atmos-
phere intake port 622 and the gas flow rate control valve
627. According to an embodiment, the optical path at-
mosphere taken in via the atmosphere intake port 622
may be mixed with the standard atmosphere stored in
the standard atmosphere container 623, various particles
generated by the aerosol generator 624 and the like in
the gas mixer 621, and a mixed gas generated by this
mixing may be flowed inside the atmospheric model
chamber 61. In other words, the mixed gas can be ob-
tained by mixing the standard atmosphere, particles and
the like to the atmosphere around the first optical path
51, in order to reproduce the atmospheric environment
of the first optical path 51 inside the atmospheric model
chamber 61 arranged at the second optical path 52 with
higher accuracy. According to an embodiment, the mixed
gas to be supplied to the atmospheric model chamber
61 may be generated by simply mixing the standard at-
mosphere and various particles, without using the atmos-
phere intake port 622. In the following, the atmosphere
around the first optical path 51 and/or the mixed gas ex-
isting inside the atmospheric model chamber 61 will be
collectively referred to as atmospheric environment re-
production gas.
[0040] Next, similarly to the first step S01, the atmos-
pheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210, that is
generated by the atmospheric characteristics obtaining
laser light source 21, and of which the beam diameter
and the intensity distribution are adjusted by the beam
diameter adjustment mechanism 63, is incident inside
the atmospheric model chamber 61 via the first window
612. The atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light
210 that is incident via the first windows 612 passes
through the atmospheric environment reproduction gas
existing inside the atmospheric model chamber 61, is
emitted via the second window 613 and irradiates the
screen 644. Herein, the atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining laser light 210 after emission from the second
window 613 will be referred to as post-emission laser
light 210C, for distinction. It should be noted that the at-
mospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210 before
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incidence from the first window 612 will be referred to as
pre-incidence laser light 210A, similarly to the case of
the first step S01. In other words, the pre-incidence laser
light 210A and the post-emission laser light 210C will be
collectively referred to as atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining laser light 210.
[0041] Fig. 4B is a diagram that shows a state example
of atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210
according to an embodiment. A beam spot 72 appears
at a part of the surface of the screen 644 irradiated by
the post-emission laser light 210C. Fig. 4B shows an ex-
ample of a case in that a shape of the beam spot 72 is
disturbed, compared to the beam spot 71 shown in Fig.
4A, by a thermal blooming effect due to the atmospheric
environment reproduction gas or the like. The intensity
distribution observation camera 642 measures the inten-
sity distribution of the post-emission laser light 210C by
observing the beam spot 72. The intensity distribution
observation camera 642 may store observation results
to a storage device that is not illustrated or may transmit
the observation results to the controller 34.
[0042] The scattered light observing camera 643 ob-
serves how the atmospheric characteristics obtaining la-
ser light 210 is scattered by the atmospheric environment
reproduction gas inside the atmospheric model chamber
61. The scattered light observing camera 643 may store
observation results to a storage device that is not illus-
trated or may transmit the observation results to the con-
troller 34. The third step S03 will be executed after the
second step S02.
[0043] In the third step S03, two measurement results
obtained at the first step S01 and the second step S02
are compared. That is, on one hand, intensity distribu-
tions of the post-emission laser lights 210B and 210C,
that are measurement results of the intensity distribution
observation camera 642, are compared. In addition, on
the other hand, the scatterings of the atmospheric char-
acteristics obtaining laser lights 210, that are measure-
ment results of the scattered light observing camera 643,
are compared. Those comparisons may be performed
by a storage device and a processor that are not illus-
trated or may be performed by the controller 34.
[0044] By performing those comparisons, influences
of the atmospheric environment reproduction gas to laser
light can be calculated by excluding influences due to the
atmospheric characteristics obtaining system 2 including
the atmospheric model chamber 61. In other words, by
comparing the measurement results of the vacuum state
and the state in that the atmospheric environment is re-
produced, only influence of thermal blooming effect due
to the atmospheric environment reproduction gas can be
extracted.
[0045] In addition, it is also relatively easy to calculate
an influence of the atmospheric environment in the first
optical path 51 to high-power laser light based on an in-
fluence of the atmospheric model chamber 61 arranged
in the second optical path 52 to atmospheric character-
istics obtaining laser light 210. Those calculations can

be performed based on known information such as a dif-
ference of lengths of the first optical path 51 and the sec-
ond optical path 52, and a difference of intensity and in-
tensity distribution between the atmospheric character-
istics obtaining laser light 210 and the high-power laser
light. The results calculated as above are stored to the
controller 34. The fourth step S04 is executed after the
third step S03.
[0046] In the fourth step S04, the controller 34 controls
the wavefront correction optics 33 based on results of
comparisons in the third step S03. In other words, the
controller 34 controls the wavefront correction optics 33
so that the wavefront of a high-power laser light ap-
proaches an ideal state when the high-power laser light
reaches the target 4 by being reflected by the wavefront
correction optics 33, passing through the irradiation op-
tics 36 and propagating the first optical path 51. In further
other words, the controller 34 controls the wavefront cor-
rection optics 33 so as to cancel thermal blooming effect
occurred by propagation of high-power laser light in at-
mosphere existing in the first optical path 51.
[0047] According to an embodiment, the controller 34
controls the wavefront correction optics 33 by use of
Zernike approximation polynomial. In other words, the
controller 34 controls the wavefront correction optics 33
after converting the calculation results obtained in the
third step S03 into a format that can be handled as
Zernike approximation polynomial.
[0048] The controller 34 may control the wavefront cor-
rection optics 33 further based on meteorologic informa-
tion obtained by the meteorological meter 35, in addition
to the comparison results of the third step S03. The me-
teorologic information used for control of the wavefront
correction optics 33 may include, for example, a part or
all of air temperature, humidity, air pressure, wind speed
and the like. The fifth step S05 will be executed after the
fourth step S04.
[0049] In the fifth step S05, the high-power laser light
source 31 outputs high-power laser light. At first, the out-
putted high-power laser light travels to the wavefront cor-
rection optics 33 via the mirror 32. According to an em-
bodiment shown in Fig. 1, the wavefront of the high-power
laser light just before being reflected by the wavefront
correction optics 33 is shown as wavefront 37A. A shape
of the wavefront 37A is known since it is determined by
characteristics of the high-power laser light source 31
and the mirror 32.
[0050] Next, the high-power laser light is reflected by
the wavefront correction optics 33. At that time, the wave-
front correction optics 33 is controlled beforehand in the
fourth step S04 by the controller 34. Therefore, it is pre-
dicted that the wavefront 37B of the high-power laser
light immediately after the reflection at the wavefront cor-
rection optics 33 is changed from the wavefront 37A im-
mediately before the reflection.
[0051] Next, the high-power laser light travels to the
target 4 via the irradiation optics 36 and the first optical
path 51. The shape of the wavefront of the high-power
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laser light changes, during a propagation in the first op-
tical path 51, due to thermal blooming effect of the at-
mosphere existing in this first optical path 51. The wave-
front correction optics 33 is controlled by the controller
34 so that the wavefront 37C of the high-power laser light
immediately before reaching the target 4 has an ideal
shape, as a result of this change, from a viewpoint of
energy transmission to the target 4. The ideal shape of
the wavefront 37C may be, for example, a shape that is
focused to one point on the surface of the target 4 and
may have a spherical surface having this focus point at
a center thereof. Or, for example, the ideal shape of the
wavefront 37C may be a shape that is irradiated on a
plane that is a part of the surface of the target 4 and may
have a planar shape parallel to this partial plane.
[0052] When the fifth step S05 is ended, the flowchart
in Fig. 3 ends. It should be noted that the first step S01
to the fifth step S05 may be repeated after the fifth step
S05. However, if it is considered that there is no change
in measurement results obtained in the first step S01,
the second step S02 to the fifth step S05 may be repeated
after the fifth step S05. In such a case also, it is preferable
to discharge the atmospheric environment reproduction
gas, that exists inside the atmospheric model chamber
61, to outside by use of the vacuum pump 65, before
starting the second step S02.
[0053] The high-power laser light may be outputted in
pulse form or may be outputted continuously. In other
words, the fifth step S05 may be executed a plurality of
times or may be executed at once during a long time. In
any case, it is considered that the atmospheric environ-
ment in the first optical path 51 fluctuates with time. Thus,
the first step S01 to the fourth step S04 may be repeatedly
executed in a frequency unrelated to frequency, length
of time or the like of executing the fifth step S05. By doing
so, the wavefront correction optics 33 can be continu-
ously controlled in accordance with fluctuation of thermal
blooming effect due to fluctuation of atmospheric envi-
ronment.

(Second embodiment)

[0054] Fig. 5 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an optical system 1B according to an embod-
iment. The optical system 1B shown in Fig. 5 is different
in following points, compared to the optical system 1A
shown in Fig. 1.
[0055] As a first point of difference, the optical system
1B in Fig. 5 is provided with a combined laser light source
31A instead of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining
laser light source 21 and the high-power laser light source
31 with which the optical system 1A in Fig. 1 is provided.
The combined laser light source 31A is configured to be
able to switch an operation as the atmospheric charac-
teristics obtaining laser light source 21 and an operation
as the high-power laser light source 31. In other words,
the combined laser light source 31A has a function of
outputting high-power laser light and a function of out-

putting atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser light
210, which are switchable. In further other words, the
combined laser light source 31A is configured to be able
to switch an intensity of outputting laser light. The switch-
ing of intensity of laser light that the combined laser light
source 31A outputs may be performed under control of
the controller 34, may be performed under control of an-
other control system that is not illustrated or may be per-
formed by an operation of a user.
[0056] As a second point of difference, the optical sys-
tem 1B shown in Fig. 5 is provided with a switching mirror
32C instead of the mirror 32B shown in Fig. 1. The switch-
ing mirror 32C is configured to be switchable between a
first state of reflecting the atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining laser light 210 outputted by the combined laser
light source 31A to the atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining device 22 and a second state of reflecting the
high-power laser light outputted by the combined laser
light source 31A to the wavefront correction optics 33. It
should be noted that the optical system 1B in Fig. 5 is
provided with a switching device that is not illustrated
configured to switch the first state and the second state
of the switching mirror 32C.
[0057] Operations of the optical system 1B according
to the present embodiment is different in following points,
compared to operations of the optical system 1A shown
in Fig. 1.
[0058] As a first point of difference, an operation of
switching the switching mirror 32C to the first state is
performed before starting the first step S01 in the flow-
chart shown in Fig. 3. In addition, when executing the
first step S01, the combined laser light source 31A in Fig.
5 outputs the atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser
light 210 instead of the atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining laser light source 21 in Fig. 1 outputting the at-
mospheric characteristics obtaining laser light 210.
[0059] As a second point of difference, an operation of
switching the switching mirror 32C to the second state is
performed before starting the second step S02 of the
flowchart shown in Fig. 3. In addition, when executing
the second step S02, the combined laser light source
31A in Fig. 5 outputs high-power laser light instead of the
high-power laser light source 31 in Fig. 1 outputting high-
power laser light.
[0060] As other configurations and other operations of
the present embodiment are similar to the embodiment
shown in Fig. 1, further detailed description will be omit-
ted.
[0061] In the present embodiment, one laser light
source can be omitted, compared to the embodiment
shown in Fig. 1, by maintaining same effects.

(Third embodiment)

[0062] Fig. 6 is a diagram that shows a configuration
example of an optical system 1C according to an embod-
iment. The optical system 1C shown in Fig. 6 is different
in following points, compared to the optical system 1B

11 12 



EP 3 826 120 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

shown in Fig. 5.
[0063] As a first point of difference, the optical system
1C in Fig. 6 is provided with the mirror 32B with which
the optical system 1A in Fig. 1 is provided, instead of the
switching mirror 32C, at a location same as in Fig. 1.
[0064] As a second point of difference, in the optical
system 1C in Fig. 6, the atmospheric characteristics ob-
taining device 22 is arranged between the mirror 32B and
the wavefront correction optics 33. It is to be noted that
at that time also the second optical path 52 where the
atmospheric characteristics obtaining device 22 is ar-
ranged is separated from the first optical path 51 existing
between the irradiation optics 36 and the target 4.
[0065] Operations of the optical system 1C according
to the present embodiment is different in the following
points, compared to the operations of the optical system
1B shown in Fig. 5.
[0066] As a first point of difference, no operation of
switching the switching mirror 32C is needed to be per-
formed before starting the first step S01 and the second
step S02 of the flowchart in Fig. 3.
[0067] As a second point of difference, when executing
the fifth step S05 of the flowchart in Fig. 3, the high-power
laser light passes through the atmospheric characteris-
tics obtaining device 22. In particular, the high-power la-
ser light passes through the inside of the atmospheric
model chamber 61. As the high-power laser light is inci-
dent via the first window 612 and is emitted via the second
window 613 at that time, the first window 612 and the
second window 613 are configured so as to be durable
against the high-power laser light.
[0068] In addition, it is preferable that the inside of the
atmospheric model chamber 61 is vacuum when execut-
ing the fifth step S05 so as to minimize influence of the
atmospheric model chamber 61 to the high-power laser
light. In other words, it is preferable to evacuate the inside
of the atmospheric model chamber 61 by use of the vac-
uum pump 65 before executing the fifth step S05. How-
ever, when a length of the atmospheric model chamber
61, that is included in the second optical path 52, in a
direction of the second optical path 52 is short so as to
be negligeable compared to a length of the first optical
path 51 from the irradiation optics 36 to the target 4, the
influence of the atmospheric model chamber 61 to the
high-power laser light is negligeable. Furthermore, this
influence is negligeable based on a fact in that the at-
mospheric environment of the first optical path 51 is re-
produced inside the atmospheric model chamber 61.
Therefore, in such a case, the operation of evacuating
the inside of the atmospheric model chamber 61 by use
of the vacuum pump 65 before executing the fifth step
S05 can be omitted.
[0069] Furthermore, it can be considered that, when
the fifth step S05 is executed, the screen 644 included
in the atmospheric characteristics obtaining device 22
blocks propagation of the high-power laser light or is dam-
aged by the high-power laser light on the contrary. Thus,
the optical system 1C may be further provided with a non-

illustrated mechanism for moving the screen 644 be-
tween a set of the first step S01 and the second step
S02, and the fifth step S05.
[0070] Or, a sampler, that can perform sampling of a
part of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining laser
light 210, may be provided instead of the screen 644. In
this case, in the second step S02, the intensity distribution
observation camera 642 measures the intensity distribu-
tion of the post-emission laser light 210B by observing
light of that the sampler has performed sampling.
[0071] As other configurations and other operation of
the present embodiment are similar to the embodiment
shown in Fig. 5, further detailed descriptions will be omit-
ted.
[0072] In the present embodiment, the switching mirror
32C can be omitted, compared to the embodiment shown
in Fig. 5, by maintaining same effects.
[0073] Although the invention made by the inventor has
been described above in detail based on embodiments,
it is needless to say that the present invention is not lim-
ited to the above-described embodiments and various
modifications can be made without departing from the
gist thereof. In addition, each of features described in the
above embodiments can be freely combined within a
technically consistent range.
[0074] This application claims priority based on the
Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-212842 filed on
November 13, 2018 and herein incorporates all disclo-
sure thereof.

Claims

1. An optical system comprising:

an irradiation device configured to irradiate an
external target with light via a first optical path;
and
an atmospheric characteristics obtaining sys-
tem arranged in a second optical path separated
from the first optical path and configured to ob-
tain characteristics of atmospheric environment
in the first optical path with respect to the light,
wherein the irradiation device comprises:
wavefront correction optics configured to correct
wavefront of the light based on the characteris-
tics.

2. The optical system according to claim 1,
wherein the atmospheric characteristics obtaining
system comprises:

an atmospheric model chamber configured to
reproduce in an inside thereof the atmospheric
environment of the first optical path; and
a measurement device configured to measure
the characteristics by use of light that passes
through the atmospheric model chamber.
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3. The optical system according to claim 2, further com-
prising:

a vacuum pump configured to evacuate an in-
side of the atmospheric model chamber; and
an atmospheric environmental reproducing de-
vice configured to make atmospheric environ-
ment reproduction gas that reproduces the at-
mosphere flow in the first optical path into the
atmosphere model chamber.

4. The optical system according to claim 3,
wherein the atmospheric environment reproducing
device comprises:

an atmosphere intake port configured to take
therein optical path atmosphere from the first
optical path;
a standard atmosphere container configured to
supply standard atmosphere;
an aerosol generator configured to supply aer-
osols;
a gas mixer configured to mix the optical path
atmosphere, the standard atmosphere and the
aerosols to generate the atmospheric environ-
ment reproduction gas;
a gas flowmeter configured to measure a flow
rate of the atmospheric environment reproduc-
tion gas that flows from the gas mixer into the
atmospheric model chamber;
a particle counter configured to count a number
of particles of the aerosols that flows from the
gas mixer into the atmospheric model chamber;
and
a gas flow rate control valve configured to control
the flow rate of the atmospheric environment re-
production gas that flows from the gas mixer into
the atmospheric model chamber.

5. The optical system according to claim 4,
wherein the measurement device is further config-
ured to compare a first set of characteristics meas-
ured by use of light that passes through the atmos-
pheric model chamber in a first state in which the
inside is vacuum and a second set of characteristics
measured by use of light that passes through the
atmospheric model chamber in a second state in that
the inside reproduces the atmospheric environment
to obtain the characteristics.

6. The optical system according to claim 5,
wherein the atmospheric model chamber comprises:

a first window configured to be passed through
by incident light that is incident from outside to
the inside; and
a second window configured to be passed
through by the incident light that is emitted from

the inside to outside,

wherein the measurement device comprises:

a beam diameter adjustment mechanism con-
figured to adjust an intensity distribution of the
incident light before an incidence of the incident
light through the first window;
a screen configured to be irradiated with emitted
light that is the incident light emitted from the
second window to generate a beam spot there-
on; and
an intensity distribution observation camera
configured to observe the beam spot to measure
an intensity distribution of the emitted light.

7. The optical system according to claim 6, further com-
prising a controller configured to control the wave-
front correction optics so as to cancel an influence
to light by a thermal blooming effect in the first optical
path based on a result of comparison between a first
measurement result based on a first beam spot that
is generated by the emitted light emitted from the
atmospheric model chamber in the first state and a
second measurement result based on a second
beam spot generated by the emitted light emitted
from the atmospheric model chamber in the second
state.

8. The optical system according to claim 7,
wherein the controller is further configured to calcu-
late an influence to light by a thermal blooming effect
in the second optical path based on the result of com-
parison and calculate an influence to light by the ther-
mal blooming effect in the first optical path based on
the influence in the second optical path.

9. The optical system according to any one of claims 1
to 8, further comprising:

a first light source configured to generate first
light that travels to the target via the wavefront
correction optics and the first optical path; and
a second light source different from the first light
source, the second light source configured to
generate second light that passes through the
inside of the atmospheric characteristics obtain-
ing system so as to obtain the characteristics of
the atmospheric environment.

10. The optical system according to any one of claims 1
to 8, further comprising:

a combined light source configured to generate
first light that travels to the target via the wave-
front correction optics and the first optical path
and second light that passes through an inside
of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining sys-
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tem so as to obtain the characteristics of the
atmospheric environment; and
a switching mirror configured to switch an optical
path of the light generated by the combined light
source between the first optical path and the
second optical path.

11. The optical system according to any one of claims 1
to 8, further comprising:

a combined light source configured to generate
first light that travels to the target via the wave-
front correction optics and the first optical path
and second light that passes through an inside
of the atmospheric characteristics obtaining sys-
tem so as to obtain the characteristics of the
atmospheric environment,
wherein the second optical path is arranged so
that the first light travels to the target via the sec-
ond optical path, the wavefront correction optics
and the first optical path.

12. The optical system according to any one of claims 1
to 11, further comprising a scattered light observing
camera configured to observe a scattering of light
that passes through the second optical path,
wherein the irradiation device is further configured
to control the wavefront correction optics based on
a result of observation of the scattering.

13. The optical system according to any one of claims 1
to 12, further comprising a meteorological meter con-
figured to obtain weather information in the first op-
tical path,
wherein the irradiation device is further configured
to control the wavefront correction optics based on
observation result of the meteorological meter.

14. An optical correction method including:

obtaining characteristics of an atmospheric en-
vironment in a first optical path through that light
irradiated to an external target passes, with re-
spect to the light, in a second optical path sep-
arated from the first optical path;
controlling wavefront correction optics so as to
correct a wavefront of the light based on the
characteristics; and
irradiating the target with light via the wavefront
correction optics and the first optical path.
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