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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for producing gold colloid and particularly to a method for producing
gold colloid suitable for use in an in-vitro diagnostic agent.

Background Art

[0002] In-vitro diagnostic agents use, for instance, blood, urine, saliva and tissue of patients to find types of diseases
and causes thereof, while minimizing the effect upon a human body, and thus play an important role in early diagnosis
and early treatment. The in-vitro diagnostic agents are applied to various diagnostic uses, and are helpfully used in
pregnancy diagnosis and primary screening tests such as a screening test for colon cancer based on determination of
fecal occult blood. As the in-vitro diagnostic agent as mentioned above, gold colloid having an antibody for detecting a
target antigen for diagnosis bound on the surface thereof has been known.
[0003] To effectively use the in-vitro diagnostic agent, it is required to improve the sensitivity and thereby maintain
reliability of diagnosis. To realize this, it is necessary to use gold colloid having a particle size suitable for various uses
as mentioned above. For example, since extremely high sensitivity is required to the in-vitro diagnostic agent for preg-
nancy, gold colloid is desired to have a uniform particle size of 40 nm and a sharp particle size distribution.
[0004] When the antibodies for use in the in-vitro diagnostic agent are directly bound onto gold colloid, they are
sometimes randomly coordinated. For this reason, a protein or an organic substance called a linker is sometimes bound
in advance. To bind a desired number of linkers onto gold colloid at regular intervals, the gold colloid is required to have
a uniform size and a virtually perfect spherical shape. When gold colloid has a uniform and perfect spherical shape,
wine-red with high chroma saturation is exhibited. The gold colloid exhibiting such a color is most suitable for use in the
in-vitro diagnostic agents. However, the color of gold colloid formed of particles having different aspect ratios exhibits
violet-blue.
[0005] As described above, to increase the sensitivity of in-vitro diagnostic agents in accordance with various diagnostic
purposes, gold colloid is desired to have a size suitable for use, a sharp particle size distribution and further a uniform
and perfect spherical shape.
[0006] As a method for producing gold colloid, a method for reducing a gold salt solution is generally known. For
example, Non-Patent Document 1 discloses a method for reducing gold chloride by sodium citrate trihydrate. Patent
Documents 1 and 2 disclose methods of producing gold colloid by reducing a gold salt solution by a citrate or ascorbate.
[0007] Non-Patent Document 1: G. Frens, Nature Physical Science, 1973, Vol. 20, p.241

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent No. 2834400
Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent No. 2902954

[0008] J. Wagner et al., Chemical Engineering Journal, Vol. 101, (2004), pp. 251-260 is directed to the generation of
metal nanoparticles in a microchannel reactor. 12 nm Au nanoparticles generated by citrate reduction were handled in
a chip-based interdiffusion microreactor without significant adsorption to the surfaces of the flow rates in the ml/min-
range. Furthermore, the microreactor was tested for the generation and growth of colloidal gold nanoparticles. Following
a seeding growth approach, starting from 12 nm citrate-stabilized gold seeds, larger particles of diameters ranging from
15-24 nm were prepared. This method makes use of ascorbic acid as reducing agent while the 12 nm seeds serve as
nucleation centers. For particle stabilization, polyvinyl pyrrolidone was employed. The size distribution of the produced
particles is altered by the flow rate of the reactants, their concentration ratio as well as the order of the reactant addition.
In the conducted experiments, the mean particle diameter increases with decreasing flow rate and particle growth was
only observed, if the concentration was equal or lower than the concentration of Au3+. Without the addition of polyvinyl
pyrrolidone, the produced colloidal solutions were unstable and decompose within 7 days.
[0009] US 2003/0116228 A1 is directed to a process for the manufacture of reacted nanoparticles. The process and
apparatus prepares and collects metal nanoparticles by forming a vapor of a metal that is solid at room temperature,
the vapor of the metal being provided in an inert gaseous carrying medium. At least some of the metal is solidified within
the gaseous stream. The gaseous stream and metal material is moved in a gaseous carrying environment into or through
a dry mechanical pumping system. While the particles are within the dry mechanical pumping system or after the
nanoparticles have moved through the dry pumping system, the vaporized metal material and nanoparticles are contacted
within an inert liquid collecting medium.
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Disclosure of the Invention

[0010] However, as is described in Non-Patent Document 1, when a citrate alone was used as a reducing agent, gold
colloid having a uniform particle size distribution could not be obtained and a spherical shape was not likely to obtain.
On the other hand, when a citrate or an ascorbate alone was used as is described in Patent Document 1 and Patent
Document 2, gold colloid having a sharp particle size distribution could not be obtained. Similarly, in some cases of the
other methods for producing gold colloid known in the art, it was difficult to control a particle size. In other cases, a perfect
spherical shape could not be obtained. In the circumstances, it is an object of the present invention to provide a method
for producing gold colloid having a particle size suitable for a purpose, a sharp particle size distribution and a uniform
and perfect spherical shape.
[0011] To attain the aforementioned object, the present inventors conducted intensive studies on a method for pro-
ducing gold colloid by reducing a gold salt solution with a view toward obtaining, for example, a particle size suitable for
use. As a result, they developed a method for producing gold colloid having a particle size, etc., suitable for a purpose
by dividing a reduction process for a gold salt solution into multiple steps, for example, a step of forming nuclear colloid
and a step of growing the nuclear colloid.
[0012] More specifically, the present invention relates to a method for producing gold colloid including a nucleation
step of forming nuclear colloidal particles by adding a first reducing agent to a first gold salt solution; and a growth step
of growing nuclear colloid particles by adding a second gold salt and a second reducing agent to the solution of the
nuclear colloidal particles, characterized in that the growth step is performed at least once; a citrate is used as the first
reducing agent and an ascorbate is used as the second reducing agent; and the addition of the ascorbate in the growth
step is performed simultaneously with addition of the second gold salt.
[0013] The present invention is characterized in that a method for producing gold colloid having a targeted particle
size is constituted of multiple steps including a step of forming nuclear colloid and a step of growing the nuclear colloid.
Based on the constitution, the present invention is characterized in that the reducing agents to be used in the individual
steps are specified to a citrate and an ascorbate, respectively, and further the addition of the reducing agent in the growth
step is performed simultaneously with the addition of the second gold salt. These characteristics are designed to act
synergically to produce gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 17 nm or more and a uniform and perfect spherical
shape in the present invention.
[0014] A method for producing gold colloid according to the present invention is described below more specifically
with respect to the nucleation step and the growth step.
[0015] As the first gold salt used in the nucleation step, gold chloride (III), gold chloride (I), gold trifluoride, gold
monofluoride, gold monobromide, gold tribromide, gold (III) tricyanide, gold cyanide, gold fulminate(I), hydroxy gold (III)
oxide, triiodo gold (III), tris gold nitrate (III), gold nitrate and the like may be mentioned. Besides these, hydrates and
salts of these compounds or gold powder, gold foil and the like dissolved in aqua regia can be used.
[0016] Examples of the citrate as the first reducing agent for reducing the first metal salt may include lithium citrate,
sodium citrate, potassium citrate, rubidium citrate, cesium citrate, calcium citrate, magnesium citrate, ammonium citrate,
monoethyl citrate, diethyl citrate, triethyl citrate, monobutyl citrate, tributyl citrate, monoallyl citrate, diallyl citrate, triallyl
citrate, sodium isocitrate, potassium isocitrate, calcium isocitrate, cesium isocitrate and ammonium isocitrate. In addition,
citric acid, isocitric acid, hydroxycitric acid, percitric acid, citric acid anhydride, 2-methylcitric acid, citric acid anion 3-
ammonium, citric acid anion-diammonium and allo-isocitric acid can be used. These compounds may be used in the
form of an aqueous solution.
[0017] A targeted particle size of nuclear colloid to be formed in the nucleation step is preferably 12 nm or more to
less than 17 nm. This is because, when a citric acid based reducing agent is used, the resultant nuclear colloid can be
formed in a uniform shape without any variation of the average particle size. However, when a particle size is less than
12 nm, a growth rate in the growth step tends to be unstable. When a particle size is 17 nm or more, a particle size of
nuclear colloid is not sometimes uniformed.
[0018] Nuclear colloid having a targeted particle size within the above range can be formed by controlling an addition
amount and method of a citrate serving as the first reducing agent. More specifically, it is preferred that the addition
amount of the first reducing agent is set to fall within the range of 2 to 11 fold by mole based on the addition amount of
the first gold salt. This is because nuclear colloid can be formed without any variation of the particle size. Furthermore,
nuclear colloid having a uniform size can be formed by adding the whole amount of the reducing agent at a time unlike
the case of adding it dropwise.
[0019] Next, the growth step of growing nuclear colloid is described. In the growth step, an ascorbate as the second
reducing agent and the second gold salt are added simultaneously to grow nuclear colloid. As the second gold salt to
be used in the growth step, any one of the gold salts available as the first gold salt in the nucleation step can be used;
however, a gold chloride is preferably used as the first gold salt and/or the second gold salt. This is because gold chloride
can be easily prepared into an aqueous solution of a desired concentration.
[0020] As the ascorbate as the second reducing agent, lithium ascorbate, sodium ascorbate, potassium ascorbate,
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rubidium ascorbate, cesium ascorbate, calcium ascorbate, magnesium ascorbate and the like can be used. Besides
these, ascorbic acid, isoascorbic acid, scorbamic acid, erythorbic acid, dehydroisoascorbic acid, deoxyascorbic acid,
chloro-deoxyascorbic acid, iode-deoxyascorbic acid, bromo-deoxyascorbic acid, fluoro-deoxyascorbic acid, methyl-
ascorbic acid, ethylascorbic acid and propylascorbic acid can be used. These compounds may be used in the form of
an aqueous solution.
[0021] The second gold salt and the ascorbate serving as the second reducing agent must be added simultaneously.
This is because the growth rate of nuclear colloid becomes stable and gold colloid having a standard deviation of an
average particle size within 10% or less can be obtained. Note that, as a preferable embodiment of the addition, the
second reducing agent and the second gold salt may be added in the beginning of a single growth step at a time; however,
desirably added simultaneously dropwise to grow gold colloid. This is because the growth rate of nuclear colloid becomes
constant by the simultaneous addition and gold colloid having a uniform particle size can be produced.
[0022] The second gold salt and an ascorbate are preferably added in the amounts represented by the following
formulas per growth step, respectively. 

where

N1 is the total atomic number per gold colloidal particle having a particle size before growth;
N2 is the total atomic number per gold colloidal particle having a particle size after growth;
C is the number of colloidal particles in a nuclear colloidal solution (1 L);
V is the total volume (L) of a nuclear colloidal solution;
NA is the Avogadro’s number (defined as 6.0231023);
Ma is the molecular weight of the second gold salt;
Mb is the molecular weight of the second reducing agent; and
α and β are constants satisfying 

[0023] Then, the above formulas representing the addition amounts of the second gold salt and an ascorbate will be
described. It is known that the radius of a gold atom is 1.44 angstroms (0.144 nm) and gold has a face-centered cubic
lattice structure. Therefore, the particle size L of a single colloidal particle can be obtained from the atomic radius and
the number of layers n in accordance with the following formula. Note that the number of layers n herein is defined as
the number of layers provided that the group of atoms present at the same distance from a core atom of a single gold
colloid is regarded as a layer.
[Formula 2] 

[0024] The number of layers n can be obtained from a targeted particle size L by modifying the above Formula [1]
(Formula [2]). Furthermore, the outermost-layer atomic number y, which is a number of atoms constituting the outermost
layer of a colloidal particle, can be obtained from the number of layers n (Formula [3]). Moreover, the total atomic number
N of gold contained per gold colloidal particle can be obtained by seeking the outermost-layer atomic number y and the
number of layers n by calculation and using Formula [4]
[Formula 3] 
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 where

L represents a particle size (nm) of gold colloid;
n represents the number of layers of a gold atom;
y represents the atomic number of the outermost layer; and
N represents the total atomic number.

[0025] As is mentioned above, the total atomic number N of gold contained per colloidal particle can be calculated by
determining a targeted particle size L to be obtained after the growth step. For reference, the total atomic number N of
gold having a particle size of L was calculated in accordance with the above mathematical formulas. The calculation
values are shown in Table 1 below.

[Table 1]

Particle size L 
(nm)

The number of layers n Outermost-layer atomic number Y 
(atoms)

Total atomic number N 
(atoms)

15 26 6544 62062

17 29 8446 85608

20 34 11752 125356

30 52 26708 482404

40 69 47720 1119088

50 86 74786 2157482

60 104 107908 3804008

70 121 147086 5978852

80 139 192318 9049178

90 156 243605 12776972

100 173 300948 17409336

110 191 364346 23409342

120 208 433799 30213456

130 226 509308 38733462

140 243 590871 48125826

150 260 678490 58925608

160 278 772164 72003892

170 295 871893 86010644

180 313 977677 102705008

190 330 1089517 120335150

200 347 1207412 139875472
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[0026] In the present invention, the second gold salt and an ascorbate are added in the growth step. This is because
the requisite amount of gold atoms for forming colloidal particles having a targeted particle size is supplied. More
specifically, the addition amounts of them are equal to the deficit amount of gold atoms before and after the growth (to
describe more accurately, the deficit amount of gold ions and the amount of a reducing agent for reducing the gold ions
to gold atoms). This means the difference of the total atomic weight per gold colloidal particle before and after the growth.
Accordingly, the addition amounts of the second gold salt and an ascorbate are obtained by calculating the total atomic
weight per gold colloidal particle before and after the growth in accordance with the above mathematical formulas, and
thus represented as follows:
[Formula 4] 

where

N1 is the total atomic number per gold colloidal particle having a particle size before growth;
N2 is the total atomic number per gold colloidal particle having a particle size after growth;
C is the number of colloidal particles in a nuclear colloidal solution (1 L);
V is the total volume (L) of the nuclear colloidal solution;
NA is the Avogadro’s number (6.0231023);
Ma is the molecular weight of the second gold salt; and
Mb is the molecular weight of the second reducing agent.

[0027] In the above formula [5], the value of (N2-N1) is the difference of the total atomic number per gold colloidal
particle before and after the growth, in other words, the number of gold atoms required for growing a single colloidal
particle. Therefore, if the number of gold atoms required for growing a single colloidal particle and the number C of
colloidal particles contained in a nuclear colloidal solution (1 L) are used, the addition amount (g) of the second gold salt
can be calculated in accordance with the above formula. Furthermore, the addition amount (g) of the second reducing
agent is represented by the above formula [6] similarly to the case of the second gold salt. Note that the number C of
colloidal particles can be obtained by multiplying the molar concentration (mol/L) of gold chloride contained in nuclear
colloid by the Avogadro’s number NA and then dividing the obtained value by the total atomic number of gold contained
in the nuclear colloid.
[0028] In the present invention, it should be noted that the above formulas [5] and [6] only represent theoretical addition
amounts of the second gold salt and an ascorbate. More specifically, the formulas are based on the premise that gold
colloidal particles are ideally grown, for example, on the premise that the number (C) of gold colloidal particles contained
in a nuclear colloidal solution does not change before and after the growth, and that the gold atoms produced by reduction
are completely uniformly bound to a nuclear colloidal particle.
[0029] The present inventors have confirmed that when the gold colloidal particles are actually produced in multiple
steps, the addition amounts of them required for growing the colloidal particles having a targeted size do not always
follow the above formulas. This is because growth of gold colloidal particles does not always proceed in accordance
with the aforementioned ideal process. In this circumstances, the present inventors conducted intensive studies to amend
the above formula (Formula 4) such that the standard deviation of particle sizes after the growth falls within an acceptable
range applicable to a method according to the present invention. As a result, the following formulas representing the
amounts of the second gold salt and an ascorbate were obtained. 

(continued)

Particle size L 
(nm)

The number of layers n Outermost-layer atomic number Y 
(atoms)

Total atomic number N 
(atoms)

210 365 1331362 162756466

220 382 1461367 186538858
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where

α and β are constants satisfying 1.0 ≤ α 2.5, 2.0 ≤ β ≤ 5.7; and
note that N1, N2, C, V, NA, Ma and Mb are the same as defined in Formula 4.

[0030] In the above formula, α and β are constants for amending a theoretical formulas. Based on these, colloidal
particles having a targeted particle size can be formed. The symbol α is a constant for amending the addition amount
of a gold salt and falls within the range 1.0 to 2.5, and more preferably, 1.1 to 2.2. On the other hand, the symbol β is a
constant for amending the addition amount of ascorbate and falls within the range of 2.0 to 5.7, and more preferably,
2.6 to 5.4. When a growth step is repeated a plurality of times, these constants may be changed every time. In particular,
in the beginning of the repeat steps (first and second repeat steps), particle sizes are likely to vary and a relatively large
amount of gold salt tend to be required. Therefore, α and β are preferably set at larger values. Provided that the growth
step is repeated three or four times, α is set at 1.4 to 1.6 and β is set at 3.3 to 4.0 in the first and second repeat steps
and α is set at 1.1 to 1.4 and β is set at 2.6 to 3.2 in the repeat steps onward to facilitate formation of colloidal particles
having a targeted particle size in each step.
[0031] In the present invention, in the cases where gold colloid having a larger particle size is produced, production
is preferably performed by increasing the number of steps and using small addition amounts per step rather than the
production performed in a less number of steps using large addition amounts per step. This is because gold colloid
having a more uniform average size can be formed as a result that the number of growth steps is increased. More
specifically, when the average particle size of gold colloid is set at 17 nm or more to less than 55 nm, the growth step
is desirably performed once. When the size is set at 55 nm or more to less than 110 nm, the growth step is desirably
performed twice. When the size is set at 110 nm or more to 220 nm or less, the growth step is preferably performed
three times. Furthermore, when the growth step is performed multiple times, the particle size of gold colloid formed per
repeat time of the growth step is measured to calculate the addition amounts of the second gold salt and the second
reducing agent in the following step. In this manner, gold colloid having a more uniform particle size can be obtained.
[0032] With respect to the concentrations of a gold salt solution and an ascorbate solution to be used in each growth
step are not particularly fixed to specific values as long as the amounts of solutes (weights of the gold salt and ascorbate)
fall within the ranges of Formula 5. In other words, the amounts of solvents contained in the solutions are not particularly
fixed. Furthermore, the concentrations of the gold salt solution and the ascorbate solution may be the same or different
between growth steps. Moreover, the gold salt concentration in the growth step may be the same or different from that
of the nucleation step. Since the concentrations of the solutions to be added in each step can be controlled as mentioned
above, the concentration of a final colloidal solution can be controlled. This is an advantage of the present invention.
Note that, in the nucleation step, which is virtually a starting point, it is preferred that the concentration of the first gold
salt solution is set to fall within the range of 3.0 3 10-4 mol/L to 1.3 3 10-3 mol/L in terms of gold concentration. This is
because when the gold concentration is set to be excessively high, the produced gold colloidal particles may coagulate.
[0033] In the present invention, the time interval between the nucleation step and the growth step or the time intervals
between individual growth steps are not particularly limited. Accordingly, the process from the nucleation step to the end
of the growth step can be performed continuously in the same system. Alternatively, the gold colloid is previously formed
or grown to the middle stage. After a certain time interval, a gold salt and a reducing agent may be added to the gold
colloid to grow gold colloid. For example, in the case where two growth steps are performed, a gold salt and a reducing
agent are added to gold colloid, which is previously formed by applying a growth step once, to grow the gold colloid (in
this way, another growth step is additionally performed). In this manner, gold colloid having a desired average particle
size can be formed. Similarly, in the case where three growth steps are performed, gold colloid, which is previously
formed by applying the growth step twice, can be used.
[0034] In the gold colloid obtained by the method for producing gold colloid according to the present invention, it is
preferred that a standard deviation of a particle size obtained by observation of a TEM photograph falls within 10%. This
is because such gold colloid is most suitable for use in an in-vitro diagnostic agent. Note that when gold colloid, even if
it has a large particle size, is reduced by multiple steps, gold colloid having a sharp particle size distribution can be
obtained. When gold colloid is used as an in-vitro diagnostic agent, the gold colloid having a size of 220 nm or less is
suitable.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

[0035]

Fig. 1 shows TEM observation photographs of gold colloids obtained in Examples (nuclear colloid, Examples 1 and
2 from the left);
Fig. 2 shows TEM observation photographs of gold colloids obtained in Examples (Examples 3, 5 and 6 from the
left); and
Fig. 3 shows TEM observation photographs of gold colloids obtained in Comparative Examples (Comparative Ex-
amples 1 and 2 from the left).

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0036] Best modes of the present invention will be described below.
[0037] Example 1: In this example, gold chloride as the first gold salt was reduced by a citrate serving as the first
reducing agent in the nucleation step to obtain nuclear colloid having a targeted size of 15 nm. Thereafter, in the growth
step, gold chloride as the second gold salt and L-ascorbate as the second reducing agent were simultaneously added
dropwise to form gold colloid having a targeted size of 30 nm.

[Nucleation step]

[0038] Gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.17 g, 4.1 3 10-4 mol) and trisodium citrate dihydrate (0.49 g, 1.6 3 10-3 mol) were
dissolved respectively in 25 ml and 100 ml of ultrapure water, to prepare a gold chloride solution and a citrate solution.
Subsequently, a 500-ml three-neck flask was charged with the 6 ml of gold chloride solution and 200 ml of ultrapure
water and refluxed with heating for 30 minutes. After the temperature of the solution became stable, 50 ml of citrate
solution was added and refluxed with heating for 15 minutes. Thereafter, heating was terminated and the solution was
allowed to cool at room temperature to form nuclear colloid. Note that ionized water and distilled water may be used in
place of ultrapure water.

[Growth step]

[0039] A 500-ml three-neck flask was charged with 52 ml of the nuclear colloid (average particle size: 15.22 nm, 3.0
3 10-4 mol/L) formed by the above method and stirred in a constant-temperature vessel such that the liquid temperature
reached 30°C. After the temperature of the solution became stable, gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.34 g, 8.2 3 10-4 mol)
was dissolved in 50 ml of ultrapure water. A 9.2 ml of aliquot was taken and diluted to 201 ml to obtain a gold chloride
solution, which was simultaneously added dropwise with a 204 ml of L-ascorbate solution having sodium L-ascorbate
(0.07 g, 3.5 3 10-4 mol) dissolved in 204 ml of ultrapure water at a rate of 2.0 ml/min and allowed to react with stirring
for one hour. In this manner, the growth step was performed once. The resultant gold colloidal solution exhibited wine
red. Note that the addition amounts of gold chloride and sodium L-ascorbate were obtained in accordance with Formula
1 by setting a targeted particle size at 30 nm, constant α was set at 1.4, and constant β was set at 3.3.
[0040] Example 2: In this example, gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 40 nm was produced. Nuclear colloid
(26 ml, average particle size: 15.22 nm, 3.0 3 10-4 mol/L) formed in the nucleation step of Example 1 was used as
nuclear colloid, and a 252 ml of gold chloride solution having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.076 g, 1.8 3 10-4 mol) dissolved
therein and 256 ml of L-ascorbate solution having sodium L-ascorbate (0.092 g, 4.6 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were
used. The conditions other than the above were the same as those in the method employed in the growth step of Example
1. Note that the addition amounts of gold chloride and sodium L-ascorbate were calculated by setting constant α at 1.4
and constant β at 3.5.
[0041] Example 3: In this example, gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 50 nm was produced. Gold colloid
(12 ml, average particle size: 15.22 nm, 3.0 3 10-4mol/L) obtained in Example 1 was used, and a 233 ml of gold chloride
solution having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.072 g, 1.7 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein and a 233 ml of L-ascorbate solution
having sodium L-ascorbate (0.094 g, 4.7 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were used. The conditions other than the above
were the same as those in the method employed in the growth step of Example 1. The gold colloid of Example 2 used
herein was obtained by growing nuclear colloid in a single growth step. Therefore, in Example 3, the growth step came
to be performed twice in total. Note that the constants α and β used in calculating the addition amounts of gold chloride
and sodium L-ascorbate were set at 1.4 and 3.8, respectively.
[0042] Example 4: In this example, gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 60 nm was produced. Gold colloid
(66.7 ml, average particle size: 39.07 nm, 3.0 3 10-4 mol/L) obtained in Example 2 was used and a 80 ml of gold chloride
solution having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.027 g, 6.5 3 10-5 mol) dissolved therein and a 81.3 ml of L-ascorbate
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solution having sodium L-ascorbate (0.029 g, 1.5 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were used. The conditions other than
the above were the same as those in the method of Example 3. Note that the constants α and β used in calculating the
addition amounts of gold chloride and sodium L-ascorbate were set at 1.2 and 2.7, respectively.
[0043] Example 5: In this example, gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 80 nm was produced. Gold colloid
(33.3 ml, average particle size: 39.07 nm, 3.0 3 10-4 mol/L) obtained in Example 2 was used and a 118 ml of gold
chloride solution having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.039 g, 9.4 3 10-5 mol) dissolved therein and a 120 ml of L-ascorbate
solution having sodium L-ascorbate (0.043 g, 2.2 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were used. The conditions other than
the above were the same as those in the method of Example 3. Note that the constants α and β used in calculating the
addition amounts of gold chloride and sodium L-ascorbate were set at 1.2 and 2.8, respectively.
[0044] Example 6: In this example, gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 100 nm was produced. Gold colloid
(33.4 ml, average particle size: 39.07 nm, 3.0 3 10-4 mol/L) obtained in Example 2 was used and a 247 ml of gold
chloride solution having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.079 g, 1.9 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein and a 251 ml of L-ascorbate
solution having sodium L-ascorbate (0.092 g, 4.6 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were used. The conditions other than
the above were the same as those in the method of Example 3. The color of the resultant gold colloidal solution exhibited
wine red. Note that the constants α and β used in calculating the addition amounts of gold chloride and sodium L-
ascorbate were set at 1.2 and 2.9, respectively.
[0045] Example 7: In this example, gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 200 nm was produced. The same
method as in the growth step of Example 1 was carried out except that 17 ml of 4-fold concentrate of the gold colloid
(average particle size: 99.68 nm, 3.0 3 10-4 mol/L) obtained in Example 6 was used and a 62 ml of gold chloride solution
having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.078 g, 1.9 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein and a 61.6 ml of L-ascorbate solution having
sodium L-ascorbate (0.090 g, 4.5 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were used. The gold colloid of Example 6 was obtained
by performing the growth step twice. Therefore, in this Example, the growth step came to be performed three times in
total. The resultant gold colloidal solution exhibited wine red. Note that the constants α and β used in calculating the
addition amounts of gold chloride and sodium L-ascorbate were set at 1.3 and 3.1, respectively.
[0046] Average particle sizes and standard deviations of the gold colloid of each of the above Examples were meas-
ured/calculated through observation of TEM photographs by the method described below.
[0047] The average particle size and standard deviation (%) were obtained by using a photograph taken by TEM
(JEM-2010 manufactured by JEOL Ltd.). More specifically, the sizes of 100 sample-particles in the photograph were
measured to obtain a particle size distribution, based on which the average particle size and standard deviation (%)
were obtained. The results are shown in Table 2. TEM observation photographs of Examples are shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

[0048] From Table 2, it was demonstrated that the gold colloids according to Examples 1 to 7, which were formed by
a nucleation step of forming nuclear colloid by using a citrate as a first reducing agent and a growth step using an
ascorbate as a second reducing agent, have average particle sizes substantially in coincide with desired average particle
sizes, and that the standard deviations of all Examples fall within 10% or less. Similarly, the standard deviations of the
nuclear colloids also fell within 10% or less. From Figs. 1 and 2, it was observed that gold colloid obtained in each of
the Examples has a virtually perfect spherical shape.
[0049] Comparative Example 1: Gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 40 nm was produced by using an
ascorbate alone as a reducing agent without performing stepwise reduction. A 252 ml of gold chloride solution having
gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.079 g, 1.9 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein and a 256 ml of L-ascorbate solution having sodium

[Table 2]

Average particle size before 
growth (nm)

Targeted average 
particle size (nm)

Average particle size 
(nm)

Standard deviation 
(%)

Nuclear 
colloid

- 15 15.22 9.12

Example 1 15.22 30 30.53 9.90

Example 2 15.22 40 39.07 9.62

Example 3 15.22 50 48.37 4.67

Example 4 39.07 60 59.03 7.58

Example 5 39.07 80 76.69 7.91

Example 6 39.07 100 99.68 8.77

Example 7 99.68 200 207.14 5.75
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L-ascorbate (0.092 g, 4.6 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were simultaneously added dropwise to 26 ml of ultrapure water
to form the gold colloid. Note that the conditions other than the above were the same as those of the method employed
in the growth step of Example 1.
[0050] Comparative Example 2: Gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 40 nm was produced by using a citrate
as the first and second reducing agents. In the nucleation step, a gold chloride solution and a citrate solution were
prepared by dissolving gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.0134 g, 3.2 3 10-5 mol) and trisodium citrate dihydrate (1.14 g, 3.9
3 10-3 mol) respectively in 110 ml and 100 ml of ultrapure water. Subsequently, a 500-ml three-neck flask was charged
with the gold chloride solution and refluxed with heating. After the temperature of the solution became stable, 1 ml of
citrate solution was blended and refluxed with heating for 2 minutes. Thereafter, heating was terminated and the solution
was allowed to cool at room temperature to form nuclear colloid.
[0051] The nuclear colloid (3.0 3 10-4mol/L, 26 ml) formed by the above method was used and a 252 ml of gold
chloride solution having gold chloride tetrahydrate (0.079 g, 1.9 3 10-4mol) dissolved therein and a 256 ml of citrate
solution having trisodium citrate (0.1386 g, 4.6 3 10-4 mol) dissolved therein were used. Note that the conditions other
than the above were the same as those of the method employed in the growth step of Example 1.
[0052] Comparative Example 3: A case where gold colloid having a targeted particle size of 50 nm was produced by
adding the second gold salt and thereafter adding the second reducing agent in the growth step will be described. A
gold chloride (1.0 3 10-2 mol/L, 2.44 ml) was blended with the nuclear colloid (2.5 3 10-4 mol/L, 2.25 ml) obtained in
the nucleation step of Example 1. To the mixture, ultrapure water was added to obtain a solution mixture of 150 ml,
which was stirred at room temperature. Thereafter, sodium L-ascorbate (100 ml, 4.0 3 10-4 mol/L) was added dropwise
at a rate of 10 ml/min and then sufficiently stirred to form gold colloid.

[0053] From the results mentioned above, in Comparative Example 1, in which stepwise reduction was not performed
and an ascorbate alone was used as a reducing agent, it was found that the obtained gold colloid has an excessively
large average particle size and a slightly large standard deviation, compared to a targeted particle size of 40 nm. In
Comparative Example 2, in which reduction was performed by a citrate both in the nucleation step and the growth step,
it was found that the obtained gold colloid has a smaller average particle size than a targeted particle size of 40 nm and
has a large standard deviation. Furthermore, in Comparative Example 3, in which the second gold salt and the second
reducing agent were not added simultaneously in the growth step, it was found that gold colloid having a particle size
close to a targeted particle size of 50 nm is obtained; however, the standard deviation becomes very large.
[0054] From the TEM observation photographs in Fig. 3, it was found that the shape of the gold colloid of Comparative
Example 1 is not uniform compared to Examples and colloid becomes rough and large. Furthermore, in Comparative
Example 2, it was shown that colloid is coagulated and fails to form a perfect spherical shape.

Industrial Applicability

[0055] As is described in the above, according to the method for producing gold colloid of the present invention, gold
colloid having a sharp particle size distribution and uniform and perfect spherical shape can be obtained. In particular,
the present invention makes it possible to obtain gold colloid having a particle size of 17 nm or more, in accordance with
the purpose of use within a standard deviation of 10%. The present invention is suitable for producing gold colloid for
use in in-vitro diagnostic agents. In addition, also in the diagnosis called as a histochemistry marker, which is in-vitro
diagnosis observing stained cells, gold colloid having the same feature as that of the in-vitro diagnostic agent is desired.
The present invention is also suitable for use in this application.

Claims

1. A method for producing gold colloid comprising:

a nucleation step of forming nuclear colloidal particles by adding a first reducing agent to a first gold salt solution;

[Table 3]

Average particle size (nm) Standard deviation (%)

Comparative Example 1 167.8 11.84

Comparative Example 2 17.27 14.6

Comparative Example 3 49 20.4
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and
a growth step of growing nuclear colloid particles by adding a second gold salt and a second reducing agent to
the solution of the nuclear colloidal particles, characterized in that the growth step is performed at least once;
a citrate is used as the first reducing agent and an ascorbate is used as the second reducing agent; and the
addition of the ascorbate in the growth step is performed simultaneously with addition of the second gold salt.

2. The method for producing gold colloid according to claim 1, wherein, in a single growth step, the second gold salt
and an ascorbate are added in amounts represented by the following formulas, respectively. 

where

N1 is the total atomic number per gold colloidal particle having a particle size before growth;
N2 is the total atomic number per gold colloidal particle having a particle size after growth;
C is the number of colloidal particles in a nuclear colloidal solution (1 L);
V is the total volume (L) of a nuclear colloidal solution;
NA is the Avogadro’s number (defined as 6.0231023);
Ma is the molecular weight of the second gold salt;
Mb is the molecular weight of the second reducing agent; and
α and β are constants satisfying 

3. The method for producing gold colloid according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the first gold salt and/or the second gold
salt is gold chloride.

4. The method for producing gold colloid according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the growth step is performed
once and an average particle size of the colloidal particles is 17 nm or more to less than 55 nm.

5. The method for producing gold colloid according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the growth step is performed
twice and an average particle size of the colloidal particles is 55 nm or more to less than 110 nm.

6. The method for producing gold colloid according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the growth step is performed
three times and an average particle size of the colloidal particles is 110 nm or more to 220 nm or less.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung von Goldkolloid, umfassend:

einen Kernbildungsschritt zum Bilden von kolloidalen Kernteichen durch Zugeben eines ersten Reduktionsmit-
tels zu einer ersten Goldsalzlösung; und
einen Wachstumsschritt zum Züchten von kolloidalen Teilchen durch Zugeben eines zweiten Goldsalzes und
eines zweiten Reduktionsmittels zu der Lösung der kolloidalen Kernteichen, dadurch gekennzeichnet dass
der Wachstumsschritt mindestens einmal durchgeführt wird; ein Citrat als das erste Reduktionsmittel verwendet
wird und ein Ascorbat als das zweite Reduktionsmittel verwendet wird; und die Zugabe des Ascorbats in dem
Wachstumsschritt gleichzeitig mit der Zugabe des zweiten Goldsalzes durchgeführt wird.

2. Verfahren zum Herstellen von Goldkolloid nach Anspruch 1, worin in einem einzigen Wachstumsschritt das zweite
Goldsalz und ein Ascorbat in Mengen zugegeben werden, die durch jeweils durch die folgenden Formeln repräsen-



EP 2 027 956 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tiert werden: 

worin

N1 die Gesamtatomanzahl pro Goldkolloidteilchen mit einer Teilchengröße vor Wachstum ist;
N2 die Gesamtatomanzahl pro Goldkolloidteilchen mit einer Teilchengröße nach Wachstum ist;
C die Anzahl von Kolloidteichen in einer kolloidalen Kernlösung (1 L) ist;
V das Gesamtvolumen (L) der kolloidalen Kernlösung ist;
NA die Avogadro-Zahl (definiert als 6,0231023) ist;
Ma das Molekulargewicht des zweiten Goldsalzes ist;
Mb das Molekulargewicht des zweiten Reduktionsmittels ist; und
α und β Konstanten sind, die 

erfüllen.

3. Verfahren zum Herstellen von Goldkolloid nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, worin das erste Goldsalz und/oder das zweite
Goldsalz Goldchlorid ist.

4. Verfahren zum Herstellen von Goldkolloid, nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, worin der Wachstumsschritt einmal
durchgeführt wird und eine mittlere Teilchengröße der Kolloidteilchen 17 nm oder mehr bis kleiner als 55 nm ist.

5. Verfahren zum Herstellen von Goldkolloid nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, worin der Wachstumsschritt zweimal
durchgeführt wird und eine mittlere Teilchengröße der Kolloidteilchen 55 nm oder mehr bis kleiner als 110nm ist.

6. Verfahren zum Herstellen von Goldkolloid nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, worin der Wachstumsschritt dreimal
durchgeführt wird und eine mittlere Teilchengröße der Kolloidteilchen 110 nm oder mehr bis 220 nm oder kleiner ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour produire un colloïde d’or comprenant:

une étape de nucléation de formation de particules colloïdales nucléaires par addition d’un premier agent
réducteur à une solution d’un premier sel d’or; et
une étape de croissance de croissance de particules colloïdales nucléaires par addition d’un second sel d’or
et d’un second agent réducteur à la solution des particules colloïdales nucléaires, caractérisé en ce que l’étape
de croissance est accomplie au moins une fois; un citrate est utilisé comme premier agent réducteur et un
ascorbate est utilisé comme second agent réducteur; et l’addition de l’ascorbate dans l’étape de croissance est
accomplie en même temps que l’addition du second sel d’or.

2. Procédé pour produire un colloïde d’or selon la revendication 1 où, dans une seule étape de croissance, le second
sel d’or et un ascorbate sont ajoutés en des quantités représentées par les formules suivantes, respectivement 
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où

N1 est le nombre atomique total par particule colloïdale d’or ayant une dimension de particule avant la croissance;
N2 est le nombre atomique total par particule colloïdale d’or ayant une dimension de particule après la croissance;
C est le nombre de particules colloïdales dans une solution colloïdale nucléaire (1L);
V est le volume total (L) d’une solution colloïdale nucléaire;
NA est le nombre d’Avogadro (défini comme étant 6,02 3 1023);
Ma est la masse moléculaire du second sel d’or;
Mb est la masse moléculaire du second agent réducteur; et
α et β sont des constantes satisfaisant 

3. Procédé pour produire un colloïde d’or selon la revendication 1 ou 2 où le premier sel d’or et/ou le second sel d’or
est ou sont le chlorure d’or.

4. Procédé pour produire un colloïde d’or selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3 où l’étape de croissance
est accomplie une fois et une dimension de particule moyenne des particules colloïdales est 17 nm ou plus à moins
de 55 nm.

5. Procédé pour produire un colloïde d’or selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3 où l’étape de croissance
est accomplie deux fois et une dimension de particule moyenne des particules colloïdales est 55 nm ou plus à moins
de 110 nm.

6. Procédé pour produire un colloïde d’or selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3 où l’étape de croissance
est accomplie trois fois et une dimension de particule moyenne des particules colloïdales est 110 nm ou plus à 220
nm ou moins.
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