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(57) A life estimation apparatus for a pressure accu-
mulator estimates the life of the pressure accumulator
based on an AE signal for the pressure accumulator. The
life estimation apparatus includes: an AE sensor that is
provided at the pressure accumulator and detects the AE
signal; and an estimation unit that sets a point of time at
which the AE sensor detects a damage AE signal that is

generated from the pressure accumulator because of
damage of a material during use of the pressure accu-
mulator, as a minimum initial flaw generation time point
that is a point of time at which a minimum initial flaw of
the pressure accumulator that is detected by a non-de-
structive inspection method is generated in shipping of
the pressure accumulator.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a life estima-
tion apparatus for a pressure accumulator that is sealed,
with a high-pressure gas, such as hydrogen, or another
kind of gas, enclosed in the pressure accumulator, and
a life extension method for the pressure accumulator.

Background Art

[0002] In an existing technique, a diagnosis is made
using acoustic emission (hereinafter referred to as AE)
to determine the life of a bearing provided in a rotary
machine (see Patent Literature 1, for example). In the
technique disclosed in Patent Literature 1, a reference
maximum amplitude value of an AE signal and a maxi-
mum amplitude value of an AE signal for a bearing that
is in use are compared with each other, to thereby esti-
mate the life of the bearing as the result of a diagnosis.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Pat-
ent Application Publication No. 2012-242336

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] The estimation of a life based on an AE signal
can also be applied to a pressure accumulator that is
sealed, with a high-pressure gas such as hydrogen, for
example, enclosed in the pressure accumulator. It should
be noted that in the technique disclosed in Patent Liter-
ature 1, the maximum amplitude value of the AE signal
is periodically acquired, and the life of the bearing is es-
timated by a diagnosis. A repetitive lifetime diagnosis is
unsuitable for a pressure accumulator whose life is esti-
mated, for example, only by annual safety inspection.
[0005] The present disclosure is applied to solve the
above problem, and relates to a life estimation apparatus
for a pressure accumulator, which easily estimates the
life of the pressure accumulator based on AE signals,
and a life extension method for the pressure accumulator.

Solution to Problem

[0006]

[1] A life estimation apparatus for a pressure accu-
mulator, according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure estimates a life of the pressure accumu-
lator based on an AE signal for the pressure accu-
mulator, and includes:

an AE sensor provided at the pressure accumu-
lator, and configured to detect the AE signal; and
an estimation unit configured to set a point of
time at which the AE sensor detects a damage
AE signal that is generated from the pressure
accumulator because of damage of a material
during use of the pressure accumulator, as a
minimum initial flaw generation time point that
is a point of time at which a minimum initial flaw
of the pressure accumulator that is detected by
a non-destructive inspection method is generat-
ed in shipping of the pressure accumulator.

[2] In the life estimation apparatus of the above item
[1],
two or more AE sensors including the AE sensor are
provided, and
the estimation unit locates a fatigue damage part of
the pressure accumulator based on a relative differ-
ence between damage AE signals detected by the
two or more AE sensors.
[3] The life estimation apparatus of the above item
[1] or [2], further including a non-destructive sensor
configured to detect a fatigue crack depth according
to the non-destructive inspection method,
wherein the non-destructive sensor performs a de-
tection operation to detect as the fatigue crack depth,
a depth of a fatigue damage part of the pressure
accumulator at the minimum initial flaw generation
time point, and when the fatigue crack depth is not
detected, the estimation unit determines that a min-
imum flaw crack that is to be detected by the non-
destructive sensor at the minimum initial flaw gen-
eration time point is generated, and estimates an
allowable fatigue life of the pressure accumulator
from the minimum flaw crack.
[4] In the life estimation apparatus of the above item
[1] or [2], from the damage AC signal, the AE sensor
detects as a fatigue crack depth, a depth of a fatigue
damage part of the pressure accumulator at the min-
imum initial flaw generation time point, and the esti-
mation unit determines that a flaw crack correspond-
ing to a value of the AE signal that corresponds to a
fatigue damage degree is generated, and estimates
an allowable fatigue life of the pressure accumulator
from the flaw crack.
[5] In the life estimation apparatus of any one of the
above items [1] to [4], the pressure accumulator in-
cludes:

a container made of metal and having an opened
portion; and
a lid member provided at the opened portion of
the container to close the opened portion.

[6] In the life estimation apparatus for the pressure
accumulator of the above item [5], the AE sensor is
provided at one or both of the container and the lid
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member.
[7] In the life estimation apparatus of the above item
[5] or [6],
the container is a metallic cylinder member having
both end portions that are opened, and
the lid member closes the opened end portions of
the metallic cylinder member.
[8] In the life estimation apparatus of the above item
[7], the pressure accumulator includes a carbon-fiber
reinforced resin member that covers an outer cir-
cumferential portion of the metallic cylinder member.
[9] A life extension method for the pressure accumu-
lator, according to aincludes a step of removing a
fatigue damage part to extend the life of the pressure
accumulator, when the AE sensor detects the dam-
age AE signal in the life estimation apparatus of any
one of claims 1 to 8.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0007] In the life estimation apparatus for the pressure
accumulator, according to the embodiment of the present
disclosure, when the AE sensors detect damage AE sig-
nals that are generated from the pressure accumulator
because of a damage of material during use of the pres-
sure accumulator, the point of time at which the damage
AE signals are detected is set as the minimum initial flaw
generation time point that is the point of time at which a
minimum initial flaw of the pressure accumulator that is
detected by the non-destructive inspection method is
generated in shipping of the pressure accumulator.
Therefore, with reference to the point of time at which
the AE sensors detect the damage AE signals for the first
time, it is assumed that a fatigue damage comparable to
the minimum initial flaw generated at the time of the
above shipping is generated, and it is possible to deter-
mine as a prediction that the fatigue damage will generate
based on a previously investigated initial flaw character-
istic from the fatigue damage comparable to the minimum
initial flaw at the time of the shipping, and also possible
to estimate the life of the pressure accumulator. There-
fore, for example, even by annual safety inspection, it is
possible to estimate the life of the pressure accumulator
at the point of time at which first damage AE signals are
detected. Thus, it is possible to easily estimate the life of
the pressure accumulator based on the AE signals.
[0008] Furthermore, in the life extension method for
the pressure accumulator of the embodiment of the
present disclosure, when the AE sensors detect the dam-
age AE signals, the fatigue damage part is removed, and
the life of the pressure accumulator is extended. Thereby,
the fatigue damage part is removed, and the life of the
pressure accumulator can be further extended.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0009]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram
illustrating a life estimation apparatus for a pressure
accumulator, according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an esti-
mation unit according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a flowchart of an estimation method
for the life estimation apparatus for the pressure ac-
cumulator according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
a correlation between AE signals detected by AE
sensors and an estimation characteristic for the life
of the pressure accumulator according to the em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
a correlation between the AE signals detected by the
AE sensors and a minimum flaw characteristic for
the life of the pressure accumulator based on an ed-
dy current testing, according to the embodiment of
the present disclosure.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a schematic configuration diagram
illustrating a life estimation apparatus for a pressure
accumulator, in a modification of the embodiment of
the present disclosure.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram indicating a
location result based on AE signals detected by AE
sensors in an example of the embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
the result of estimation of an allowable life in the ex-
ample of the embodiment of the present disclosure.

Description of Embodiments

[0010] A pressure accumulator according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present disclosure will be de-
scribed below in detail with reference to the drawings.
The embodiment will be descried below as a preferred
specific example of the pressure accumulator. Therefore,
the following description includes various limitations con-
cerning technically preferred configurations. However,
the scope of the present disclosure is not limited to such
configurations unless the present disclosure contains a
description to the effect that a configuration is limited as
described in the present disclosure.

<Configuration of Life Estimation Apparatus 100 for Ac-
cumulator 10>

[0011] Fig. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram il-
lustrating a life estimation apparatus 100 for a pressure
accumulator 10, according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. As illustrated in Fig. 1, the life esti-
mation apparatus 100 includes a pressure accumulator
10, two AE sensors 11a and 11b, a non-destructive sen-
sor 12 and an estimation unit 13. The life estimation ap-
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paratus 100 estimates the life of the pressure accumu-
lator 10, based on AE signals for the pressure accumu-
lator 10.

<Accumulator 10>

[0012] In the pressure accumulator 10, hydrogen is
stored, for example, in a hydrogen station. The pressure
accumulator 10 includes a container 1 that is made of
metal and that has opened portions, and lid members 2
that are provided at the opened portions of the container
1 to close the opened portions. To be more specific, the
container 1 is a metallic cylinder member 1a having the
opening portions at both end portions of the metallic cyl-
inder member 1a, and the lid members 2 close the re-
spective opened portions at the both end portions of the
metallic cylinder member 1a. On inner sides of the lid
members 2 in the container 1, sealing members 3 that
seal the inside of the container 1 are provided. In the
container 1, a carbon-fiber reinforced resin member 4 is
provided to cover an outer circumferential portion of the
metallic cylinder member 1a. The carbon-fiber reinforced
resin member 4 is provided to secure a mechanical
strength of the pressure accumulator 10 that is a required
pressure resistance, and is wound in such a manner as
to cover a storage member at an outer circumference
surface of the metallic cylinder member 1a.

<Metallic Cylinder Member 1a>

[0013] The metallic cylinder member 1a is made of a
low-alloy steel, for example. That is, the metallic cylinder
member 1a is made of a material containing any one of
chrome-molybdenum steel, nickel-chrome-molybdenum
steel, manganese-chrome steel, manganese steel and
boron-containing steel, for example.

<Carbon-Fiber Reinforced Resin Member 4>

[0014] The carbon-fiber reinforced resin member 4 is
a layer for ensuring the mechanical strength of the pres-
sure accumulator 10 that is a required pressure resist-
ance, and is wound in such a manner as to cover the
storage member on the outer circumference surface of
the metallic cylinder member 1a. The carbon-fiber rein-
forced resin member 4 is a composite material in which
a carbon fiber is used as a reinforcement and is impreg-
nated with a resin to enhance the strength, and for ex-
ample, a PAN based carbon fiber or a PITCH based car-
bon fiber is used.
[0015] The PAN based carbon fiber is used for various
purposes, for example, for aircraft, and is widely spread.
The PITCH based carbon fiber has a lower strength than
that of the PAN based carbon fiber, but has a higher
elastic modulus and thus has a higher stiffness than those
of the PAN based carbon fiber. For example, the Young’s
modulus of the PITCH based carbon fiber is 620 GPa or
780 GPa, whereas the Young’s modulus of the PAN

based carbon fiber is 230 GPa. Thus, the PITCH based
carbon fiber has a high elastic modulus and thus has a
high stiffness, as compared with the PAN based carbon
fiber. By contrast, the tensile strength TS of the PITCH
based carbon fiber is 3600 GPa, whereas the tensile
strength TS of the PAN based carbon fiber is 5000 GPa.
Thus, the PAN based carbon fiber has a higher strength
than that of the PITCH based carbon fiber.

<Lid Member 2>

[0016] The lid members 2 are attached to the end por-
tions of the metallic cylinder member 1a, and are used
to close the metallic cylinder member 1a. In at least one
of the lid members 2, a valve not illustrated is provided,
and is used to enclose or release a substance in or from
the metallic cylinder member. In the lid member 2 or the
lid members 2, a through-hole or through-holes are
formed for connection of the valve or valves.

<AE Sensors 11a and 11b>

[0017] The two AE sensors 11a and 11b are provided
at the pressure accumulator 10, and each detect an AE
signal. The number of the AE sensors 11a and 11b to be
provided is one or more, and preferably, should be two
or more. In the case where two or more AE sensors 11a
and 11b are provided, it is possible to locate a fatigue
damage part of the pressure accumulator 10 based on
a relative difference between AE signals detected by the
two or more AE sensors 11a and 11b. The two AE sen-
sors 11a and 11b are provided at the both end portions
of the container 1. It should be noted that one or more
AE sensors 11a and 11b may be provided at the container
1 and/or the lid member or members 2. The AE sensors
11a and 11b are set on a surface of a target material,
and each detect an AE wave generated by formation of
a crack in the material, as an AE signal. It should be noted
that the AE sensors 11a and 11b may be set at the pres-
sure accumulator 10 only at the time at which a safety
inspection is made; that is, it is not indispensable that the
AE sensors 11a and 11b are set at all times at the pres-
sure accumulator 10. The two AE sensors 11a and 11b
are each used to detect a damage AE signal that is gen-
erated from the pressure accumulator 10 because of
damage of the material during use of the pressure accu-
mulator 10. It should be noted that the damage AE signal
generated because of the above damage includes an AE
signal generated because of a fatigue damage.

<Non-Destructive Sensor 12>

[0018] The non-destructive sensor 12 detects a fatigue
crack depth that is the depth of a fatigue crack, according
to a non-destructive inspection method. As the non-de-
structive inspection method for use in the non-destructive
sensor 12, for example, an ultrasonic testing, a magnetic
particle testing or an eddy current testing is used. Of
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these methods, preferably, the eddy current testing,
which enables a crack having a size of 0.1 mm or more
to be detected, should be used. Therefore, the non-de-
structive sensor 12 detects the fatigue crack depth ac-
cording to the eddy current testing. It should be noted
that the non-destructive sensor 12 may be set at the pres-
sure accumulator 10 only in the case where the AE sen-
sors 11a and 11b each detect an AE signal indicating
that a crack is formed in the material; that is, it is not
indispensable that the non-destructive sensor 12 is set
at all times at the pressure accumulator 10.

<Estimation Unit 13>

[0019] Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the estima-
tion unit 13 according to the embodiment of the present
disclosure. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the estimation unit 13
is a processing circuit provided with a microcomputer that
includes a CPU, a memory such as a ROM and a RAM,
and an input/output device such as an I/O port. The es-
timation unit 13 receives signals from the two AE sensors
11a and 11b and the non-destructive sensor 12, wire-
lessly or through a communication wire. It should be not-
ed that the estimation unit 13 may be set at the pressure
accumulator 10 only at the time at which the safety in-
spection is performed; that is, it is not indispensable that
the estimation unit 13 is set at all times at the pressure
accumulator 10.
[0020] When the AE sensors 11a and 11b detect dam-
age AE signals that are generated from the pressure ac-
cumulator 10 because of damage of the material during
use of the pressure accumulator 10, the estimation unit
13 determines the time point at which the AE signals are
detected as a minimum initial flaw generation time point
that is the time point at which a minimum initial flaw at
the pressure accumulator 10 is generated in shipping the
pressure accumulator 10, the detection of generation of
the minimum initial flaw being detected by the non-de-
structive inspection method. As the non-destructive in-
spection method for use in detection of generation of the
minimum initial flaw at the pressure accumulator 10 in
the shipping of the pressure accumulator 10, for example,
an ultrasonic testing, a magnetic particle testing or an
eddy current testing is used. Of these methods, prefer-
ably, the magnetic particle testing, which enables a 0.3
mm crack to be detected, should be used. Therefore, the
magnetic particle testing is used in detection of genera-
tion of the minimum initial flaw at the pressure accumu-
lator 10 in the shipping of the pressure accumulator 10,
and 0.3 mm is set as the size of the minimum initial flaw.
In the case where the AE sensors 11a and 11b are set
at all times at the pressure accumulator 10, first damage
AE signals can be immediately detected for the estima-
tion unit 13. In the case where the AE sensors 11a and
11b are set at the pressure accumulator 10 only at the
time when the safety inspection is performed, the fre-
quency of the safety inspection is set such that first dam-
age AE signals can be detected for the estimation unit

13 when the size of the crack is smaller than or equal to
0.3 mm, which is the size of the minimum initial flaw that
can be detected in the magnetic particle testing.
[0021] In addition, the estimation unit 13 specifies a
fatigue damage part of the pressure accumulator 10
based on a relative difference between damage AE sig-
nals generated as a result of detection by the two AE
sensors 11a and 11b.
[0022] Using two or more AE sensors 11a and 11b,
the estimation unit 13 may detect a fatigue crack depth
that is the depth of a fatigue crack part of the pressure
accumulator 10 at the minimum initial flaw generation
time point, from the damage AE signal. Furthermore, the
estimation unit 13 may determine that a flaw crack whose
size corresponds to the values of the damage AE signals
that correspond to a fatigue damage degree is generated,
and may estimate an allowable fatigue life of the pressure
accumulator 10 from the above flaw crack.

<Estimation Method of Life Estimation Apparatus 100 for 
Accumulator 10>

[0023] Fig. 3 is a flowchart indicating an estimation
method of the life estimation apparatus 100 for the pres-
sure accumulator 10 according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure. The processing according to the es-
timation method may be applied only at the time when
the safety inspection is performed; that is, it is not indis-
pensable that the processing according to the estimation
method is applied at all time.
[0024] In step S11, the two AE sensors 11a and 11b
detect damage AE signals from the pressure accumula-
tor 10, and the estimation unit 13 determines whether
the damage AE signals are detected or not. In the case
where in step S11, the AE signals are detected, the step
to be carried out proceeds to step S12. In the case where
in step S11, the AE signals are not detected, the process-
ing ends. It should be noted that as descried above, the
detection of the damage AE signals from the pressure
accumulator 10 by the two AE sensors 11a and 11b at
least at a safety inspection frequency at which first dam-
age AE signals can be detected when the size of a crack
is smaller than or equal to at least 0.3 mm, which is the
size of the minimum initial flaw that can be detected by
the magnetic particle testing.
[0025] In step S12, when the AE sensors 11a and 11b
detect damage AE signals that are generated from the
pressure accumulator 10 because of damage of the ma-
terial, the estimation unit 13 sets the time point at which
the AE signals are detected, as the minimum initial flaw
generation time point that is the time point at which the
minimum initial flaw of the pressure accumulator 10 that
is detected by the magnetic particle testing is generated
in the shipping of the pressure accumulator 10. In this
case, since the two AE sensors 11a and 11b are provid-
ed, the estimation unit 13 locates a fatigue damage part
of the pressure accumulator 10 based on the relative
difference between the damage AE signals detected by

7 8 



EP 3 812 758 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the two AE sensors 11a and 11b. After the process of
step S12, the processing proceeds to step S13.
[0026] Fig. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a
correlation between the AE signals detected by the AE
sensors 11a and 11b and an estimation characteristic for
the life of the pressure accumulator 10 according to the
embodiment of the present disclosure. As illustrated in
Fig. 4, when the AE sensors 11a and 11b detect damage
AE signals, the estimation unit 13 sets the time point at
which the AE signals are detected, as the minimum initial
flaw generation time point, that is, the time point at which
a minimum initial flaw having a size of 0. 3mm which is
detected by the magnetic particle testing is generated in
the shipping of the pressure accumulator 10, whose fa-
tigue characteristic is indicated by a dotted line. Then,
the estimation unit 13 temporarily estimates an allowable
fatigue life of the pressure accumulator 10 from the crack
having a size of 0.3 mm, as an estimation characteristic
that is indicated by a solid line. The estimation charac-
teristic for the life that is obtained from the minimum initial
flaw whose size is 0.3 mm is previously investigated. In
this process, as a subsequent step is still present, the
estimation characteristic is determined as a temporary
estimation characteristic, and the allowable fatigue life
of the pressure accumulator 10 is estimated. However,
the allowable fatigue life of the pressure accumulator 10
may be definitely set based on the estimation character-
istic. As a result, the estimation characteristic further ap-
proaches an actual life characteristic of an actual life,
which is indicated by a dash-dot-dash line in the figure.
Then, it is possible to estimate an allowable fatigue life
closer to the actual life.
[0027] In step S13, the non-destructive sensor 12, ac-
cording to the eddy current testing, detects the fatigue
crack depth that is the depth of the fatigue damage part
pf the pressure accumulator 10 at the minimum initial
flaw generation time point, and the estimation unit 13
determines whether the fatigue crack depth is detected.
In the case where in step S13, the fatigue crack depth is
detected, the processing proceeds to step S14. In the
case where in step S13, the fatigue crack depth is not
detected, the processing proceeds to step S15.
[0028] It should be noted that in step S13, v the AE
sensors 11a and 11b may detect, from the damage AE
signals, the fatigue crack depth of the fatigue damage
part of the pressure accumulator 10 at the minimum initial
flaw generation time point.
[0029] In step S14, the estimation unit 13 determines
that the fatigue crack detected by the non-destructive
sensor 12 according to the eddy current testing is gen-
erated, and estimates the allowable fatigue life of the
pressure accumulator 10 from the fatigue crack. As de-
scribed later, the size of the minimum flaw crack that is
detected by the non-destructive sensor 12 according to
the eddy current testing is 0.1 mm. Therefore, the fatigue
crack to be detected in step S14 has a depth of 0.1 mm
or more. Thus, it is determined as a prediction that a
fatigue damage will be generated based on a previously

investigated fatigue damage characteristic obtained from
the fatigue crack detected by the non-destructive sensor
12, and the life of the pressure accumulator 10 is esti-
mated.
[0030] Even when the fatigue damage characteristic
from the fatigue crack is not clarified, the minimum flaw
crack that is detected by the non-destructive sensor 12
according to the eddy current testing is 0.1 mm as de-
scribed later, and the minimum flaw characteristic from
the minimum flaw crack is previously investigated and
clarified. Therefore, the fatigue damage characteristic
may be estimated based on the comparison between the
minimum flaw characteristic from the minimum flaw crack
having a size of 0.1 mm that is detected by the eddy
current testing and the estimation characteristic from the
initial flaw having a size of 0.3 mm that is detected by the
magnetic particle testing in step S12.
[0031] Step S14 may be carried out in the case where
for the estimation unit 13, the AE sensors 11a and 11b
detects from the damage AE signals, the fatigue crack
depth of the fatigue damage part of the pressure accu-
mulator 10 at the minimum initial flaw generation time
point. In this case, the estimation unit 13 determines that
a flaw crack whose size corresponds to the values of the
AE signals detected by the AE sensors 11a and 11b that
correspond to the fatigue damage degree is generated.
Then, the estimation unit 13 estimates the allowable fa-
tigue life of the pressure accumulator 10 from the above
flaw crack. The fatigue damage characteristic that is re-
ferred to in the estimation of the allowable fatigue life of
the pressure accumulator 10 may be obtained in the
same manner as in step S14. After step S14, the process-
ing may end. It should be noted that the processing may
proceed to step S16.
[0032] Since in step S13, the fatigue crack depth is not
detected by the non-destructive sensor 12 according to
the eddy current testing in step S13, in step S15, the
estimation unit 13 determines that a crack having a size
of 0.1 mm, which is the size of the minimum flaw crack
that is detected at the minimum initial flaw generation
time point by the non-destructive sensor 12 according to
the eddy current testing is generated. The estimation unit
13 estimates the allowable fatigue life of the pressure
accumulator 10 based on the minimum flaw characteris-
tic from the minimum flaw crack. After step S15, the
processing may end. It should be noted that the process-
ing may proceed to step S16.
[0033] Fig. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a
correlation between AE signals detected by the AE sen-
sors 11a and 11b and the minimum flaw characteristic
for the life of the pressure accumulator 10, according to
the eddy current testing in the embodiment of the present
disclosure. As illustrated in Fig. 5, since the fatigue crack
depth is not detected by the non-destructive sensor 12
according to the eddy current testing, the estimation unit
13 determines the point of time at which first damage AE
signals are detected, as the point of time at which a crack
having a size of 0.1 mm which is the minimum flaw crack

9 10 



EP 3 812 758 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

that can be detected by the non-destructive sensor 12
according to the eddy current testing is generated. Then,
the estimation unit 13 estimates the allowable fatigue life
of the pressure accumulator 10 from the minimum flaw
crack having a size of 0.1 mm, from the temporal esti-
mation characteristic that is indicated by a broken line,
as a minimum flaw characteristic obtained using the non-
destructive sensor 12 according to the eddy current test-
ing, the minimum flaw characteristic being indicated by
a solid line in the figure. The minimum flaw characteristic
obtained using the non-destructive sensor 12 according
to the eddy current testing is previously investigated. As
a result, the minimum flaw characteristic further ap-
proaches the actual life characteristic indicated by a
dash-dot-dash line in the figure, than the estimation char-
acteristic. Then, it is possible to estimate an allowable
fatigue life that is further close to the actual life.
[0034] In step S16, when the AE sensors 11a and 11b
detect damage AE signals, a worker removes a fatigue
damage part, for example, by polishing, to extend the life
of the pressure accumulator 10. The fatigue damage part
is located from the difference between the damage AE
signals detected by the AE sensors 11a and 11b. There-
fore, since the depth of the fatigue crack at the time when
first damage AE signals are detected is considered small-
er than or equal to 0.3 mm, which is the size of the min-
imum crack depth according to the magnetic particle test-
ing, a fatigue crack itself on an inner surface side of the
metallic cylinder member 1a is removed. Therefore, the
fatigue damage part is removed, and the life of the pres-
sure accumulator 10 can be further extended. After step
S16, the processing ends.

<Modification of Life Estimation Apparatus 100 for Pres-
sure Accumulator 10>

[0035] Fig. 6 is a schematic configuration diagram il-
lustrating a life estimation apparatus 100 for a pressure
accumulator 10, according to a modification of the em-
bodiment of the present disclosure. The configurations
of components other than the pressure accumulator 10
are the same as the configurations described above re-
garding the above embodiment, and their descriptions
will thus be omitted. The following description is made
concerning configurations of the pressure accumulator
10 that are not described above.
[0036] In the container 1, at least one end side may be
smaller in diameter than the body. Fig. 6 illustrates an
example of the container 1 in which the both end sides
of the container 1 are smaller in diameter than the body.
In this example, the end sides of the container 1 are small
in diameter and formed hemispherically, forming shoul-
der portions of a tank type container. Lid members 2 are
provided at opened portions of the both end portions of
the container 1. Since the container 1 is a tank type con-
tainer, the two AE sensors 11a and 11b are provided at
the container 1.

[Example]

[0037] Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a
location result based on the AE signals from two AE sen-
sors 11a and 11b in an example of the embodiment of
the present disclosure. The inventors performed a posi-
tion location based on AE signals detected by the two
AE sensors 11a and 11b, using the life estimation appa-
ratus 100 for the pressure accumulator 10 according to
the embodiment, and as illustrated in Fig. 7, a damage
part which causes a damage AE signal to be generated
and whose fatigue crack depth is very shallow could be
detected. The location result as indicated in Fig. 7 was
obtained by the process of step S11 in the flowchart of
Fig. 3.
[0038] After the location result in Fig. 7 was obtained,
the point of time at which the damage AE signal was
detected was set as the initial flaw generation time point
by the process of step S12 in the flowchart of Fig. 3, and
the fatigue crack depth was detected by the non-destruc-
tive sensor 12 according to the eddy current testing in
the process of step S13. The damage part was detected
as a flaw that has a size of 0.1 mm from the inner surface
of the container 1 of the pressure accumulator 10, in the
vicinity of the center in the longitudinal direction of the
container 1, by the non-destructive sensor 12 according
to the eddy current testing (ET). The total length of the
container 1 was 2.2 m. The damage part appeared in a
range indicated by a broken line in Fig. 7, and was con-
spicuous at a position located from the AE sensor 11b
by approximately 1.2 m. The damage part could not be
detected from the inner surface or outer surface of the
container 1 by ultrasonic testing (UT) and penetrant test-
ing (PT) that have been used in the past.
[0039] Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the
result of estimation of the allowable life in the example
of the embodiment of the present disclosure. As indicated
in Fig. 8, the allowable life from the fatigue crack depth
could be estimated in the process of step S14. To be
more specific, after the 0.1 mm flaw is detected, this flaw
was set as the initial flaw, and it was analyzed how much
the flaw grows due to cyclic fatigue. The analysis method
complies with KHKS 0220 (2016) standard regarding ul-
tra-high pressure gas facilities that is set by the High
Pressure Gas Safety Institute of Japan. As a result, the
number of repetitions that is the number of times the in-
ternal pressure was raised in order that the flaw grow to
penetrate the container 1 having a thickness of 50 mm
was approximately 2.5 million. An allowable cycle life de-
fined as a life for which a safety factor is considered is
estimated to be half of a cycle life in which the depth of
the flaw reaches a value obtained by multiplying the thick-
ness of the container 1 by 0.8. To be more specific, the
allowable number of repetitions is approximately 1.2 mil-
lion, which is half of a cycle number of approximately 2.5
million that is the number of repetitions required until the
depth of the crack reaches 40 mm that is a value obtained
by multiplying 50 mm that is the thickness of the container
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1, by 0.8 that is the safety factor. As described above,
the estimation of the allowable life from the fatigue crack
depth that is made as the process of step S14 could be
verified.

<Advantages of Embodiment

[0040] According to the embodiment, the life estima-
tion apparatus 100 for the pressure accumulator 10 es-
timates the life of the pressure accumulator 10 based on
AE signals. The life estimation apparatus 100 includes
the AE sensors 11a and 11b that detect AE signals. The
AE sensors 11a and 11b are provided at the pressure
accumulator 10. The life estimation apparatus 100 in-
cludes the estimation unit 13 that sets the point of time
at which the AE sensors 11a and 11b detect damage AE
signals that are generated from the pressure accumulator
10 because damage of the material during use of the
pressure accumulator 10, as the minimum initial flaw gen-
eration time point that is the point of time at which a min-
imum initial flaw of the pressure accumulator 10 that is
detected by the non-destructive inspection method is
generated in the shipping of the pressure accumulator
10.
[0041] In the above configuration, with reference to the
time point at which the AE sensors 11a and 11b detect
the damage AE signals for the first time, it is assumed
that a fatigue damage that is comparable in degree to
the minimum initial flaw in the shipping of the pressure
accumulator 10 is generated, and it is possible to deter-
mine as a prediction that a fatigue damage will generate
based on a previously investigated initial flaw character-
istic from the fatigue damage comparable to the minimum
initial flaw at the time of the shipping, and estimate the
life of the pressure accumulator 10. Thus, for example,
even by annual safety inspection, it is possible to estimate
the life of the pressure accumulator 10 at the point of time
at which first damage AE signals are detected. Therefore,
it is possible to easily estimate the life of the pressure
accumulator 10 based on the AE signals.
[0042] In the embodiment, as the AE sensors 11a and
11b, two or more AE sensors are provided. The estima-
tion unit 13 locates a fatigue damage part of the pressure
accumulator 10 based on the relative difference between
damage AE signals detected by the two or more AE sen-
sors 11a and 11b.
[0043] In the above configuration, it is possible to lo-
cate a fatigue damage part of the pressure accumulator
10 based on the relative difference between the damage
AE signals detected by the two or more AE sensors 11a
and 11b. Thus, it is possible to easily apply the non-de-
structive sensor 12 or other sensors to the located fatigue
damage part. Therefore, since the fatigue damage part
is located, the time required for the inspection using the
non-destructive sensor 12 or other sensors is short.
[0044] According to the embodiment, the life estima-
tion apparatus 100 includes the non-destructive sensor
12 that detects a fatigue crack depth according to the

non-destructive inspection method. The non-destructive
sensor 12 performs a detection operation to detect the
fatigue crack depth that is the depth of a fatigue damage
part of the pressure accumulator 10 at the minimum initial
flaw generation time point. When the non-destructive
sensor 12 does not detect the fatigue crack depth, the
estimation unit 13 determines that a minimum flaw crack
to be detected at the minimum initial flaw generation time
point by the non-destructive sensor 12 is generated, and
estimates an allowable fatigue life of the pressure accu-
mulator 10 from the minimum flaw crack.
[0045] In the above configuration, the non-destructive
sensor 12 performs the detection operation to detect the
fatigue crack depth of the fatigue damage part of the pres-
sure accumulator 10 at the minimum initial flaw genera-
tion time point. Then, when the non-destructive sensor
12 does not detect the fatigue crack depth, with reference
to the time point at which the AE sensors 11a and 11b
detect damage AE signals for the first time, it is assumed
that a minimum flaw crack that is to be detected as the
smallest flaw crack by the non-destructive sensor 12 is
generated. Then, it is possible to determine as a predic-
tion that a fatigue damage will generate based on a pre-
viously investigated minimum flaw characteristic from the
minimum flaw crack as the smallest flaw crack that is to
be detected by the non-destructive sensor 12, and also
estimate the life of the pressure accumulator 10.
[0046] According to the embodiment, the AE sensors
11a and 11b detect the fatigue crack depth that is the
depth of the fatigue damage part of the pressure accu-
mulator 10 at the minimum initial flaw generation time
point, from the damage AE signals detected by the AE
sensors 11a and 11b, and the estimation unit 13 deter-
mines that a flaw crack that corresponds to the values of
the damage AE signals that correspond to a fatigue dam-
age degree is generated, and estimates the allowable
fatigue life of the pressure accumulator 10 from the above
flaw crack.
[0047] In the above configuration, the AE sensors 11a
and 11b detect the fatigue crack depth of the fatigue dam-
age part of the pressure accumulator 10 at the minimum
initial flaw generation time point. Then, with reference to
the time point at which the AE sensors 11a and 11b detect
damage AE signals for the first time, it is assumed that
a flaw crack that corresponds to the values of the damage
AE signals detected by the AE sensors 11a and 11b that
correspond to the fatigue damage degree is generated,
and it is possible to determine as a prediction that a fa-
tigue damage will generate based on a previously inves-
tigated or estimated flaw characteristic from the flaw
crack, and also estimate the life of the pressure accumu-
lator 10.
[0048] According to the embodiment, the pressure ac-
cumulator 10 includes the container 1 that is made of
metal and has opened portion. Also, the pressure accu-
mulator 10 includes the lid members 2 provided at the
opened portions of the container 1 to close the opened
portions.
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[0049] In the above configuration, it is possible to easily
estimate the life of the pressure accumulator 10 including
the container 1 made of metal.
[0050] According to the embodiment, the AE sensors
11a and 11b are provided at the container 1 and/or the
lid members 2.
[0051] In the above configuration, using the AE sen-
sors 11a and 11b, it is possible to detect a fatigue damage
of the container 1 as AE signals.
[0052] According to the embodiment, the container 1
is a metallic cylinder member 1a. The both end portions
of the metallic cylinder member 1a are opened. The lid
members 2 close the opened portions of the both end
portions of the metallic cylinder member 1a.
[0053] In the above configuration, it is possible to easily
estimate the life of the pressure accumulator 10 including
the metallic cylinder member 1a.
[0054] According to the embodiment, the pressure ac-
cumulator 10 includes the carbon-fiber reinforced resin
member 4 that covers the outer circumferential portion
of the metallic cylinder member 1a.
[0055] In the above configuration, since the carbon-
fiber reinforced resin member 4 covers the outer circum-
ferential portion of the metallic cylinder member 1a, the
durability of the metallic cylinder member 1a can thus be
improved.
[0056] According to the embodiment, in the life exten-
sion method for the pressure accumulator 10, in the
above life estimation apparatus 100 for the pressure ac-
cumulator 10, when the AE sensors 11a and 11b detect
damage AE signals, a fatigue damage part is removed,
and the life of the pressure accumulator 10 is thus ex-
tended.
[0057] In the above configuration, since the fatigue
damage part is removed, the life of the pressure accu-
mulator 10 can be further extended.

Reference Signs List

[0058] 1 container 1a metallic cylinder member 2 lid
member 3 sealing member 4 carbon-fiber reinforced res-
in member 10 accumulator 11a, 11b AE sensor 12 non-
destructive sensor 13 estimation unit 100 life estimation
apparatus

Claims

1. A life estimation apparatus for a pressure accumu-
lator, which estimates a life of the pressure accumu-
lator based on an AE signal for the pressure accu-
mulator, the life estimation apparatus comprising:

an AE sensor provided at the pressure accumu-
lator, and configured to detect the AE signal; and
an estimation unit configured to set a point of
time at which the AE sensor detects a damage
AE signal that is generated from the pressure

accumulator because of damage of a material
during use of the pressure accumulator, as a
minimum initial flaw generation time point that
is a point of time at which a minimum initial flaw
of the pressure accumulator that is detected by
a non-destructive inspection method is generat-
ed in shipping of the pressure accumulator.

2. The life estimation apparatus of claim 1, wherein
two or more AE sensors including the AE sensor are
provided, and
the estimation unit locates a fatigue damage part of
the pressure accumulator based on a relative differ-
ence between damage AE signals detected by the
two or more AE sensors.

3. The life estimation apparatus of claim 1 or 2, further
comprising a non-destructive sensor configured to
detect a fatigue crack depth according to the non-
destructive inspection method,
wherein the non-destructive sensor performs a de-
tection operation to detect as the fatigue crack depth,
a depth of a fatigue damage part of the pressure
accumulator at the minimum initial flaw generation
time point, and when the fatigue crack depth is not
detected, the estimation unit determines that a min-
imum flaw crack that is to be detected by the non-
destructive sensor at the minimum initial flaw gen-
eration time point is generated, and estimates an
allowable fatigue life of the pressure accumulator
from the minimum flaw crack.

4. The life estimation apparatus of claim 1 or 2, wherein
from the damage AC signal, the AE sensor detects
as a fatigue crack depth, a depth of a fatigue damage
part of the pressure accumulator at the minimum in-
itial flaw generation time point, and the estimation
unit determines that a flaw crack corresponding to a
value of the AE signal that corresponds to a fatigue
damage degree is generated, and estimates an al-
lowable fatigue life of the pressure accumulator from
the flaw crack.

5. The life estimation apparatus of any one of claims 1
to 4, wherein the pressure accumulator comprises:

a container made of metal and having an opened
portion; and
a lid member provided at the opened portion of
the container to close the opened portion.

6. The life estimation apparatus of claim 5, wherein AE
sensors including the AE sensor are provided at one
or both of the container and the lid member.

7. The life estimation apparatus of claim 5 or 6, wherein
the container is a metallic cylinder member having
both end portions that are opened, and
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lid members including the lid member are provided
to close the opened end portions of the metallic cyl-
inder member.

8. The life estimation apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
pressure accumulator comprises a carbon-fiber re-
inforced resin member that covers an outer circum-
ferential portion of the metallic cylinder member.

9. A life extension method for the pressure accumula-
tor, comprises a step of removing a fatigue damage
part to extend the life of the pressure accumulator,
when the AE sensor detects the damage AE signal
in the life estimation apparatus of any one of claims
1 to 8.
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