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(54) SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ADJUSTING A GAIN LIMIT OF A HEARING DEVICE

(57) An exemplary system includes a memory stor-
ing instructions and a processor communicatively cou-
pled to the memory. The processor is configured to ex-
ecute the instructions to concurrently present, within a
graphical user interface displayed by a display device, a
gain limit curve and a target gain curve representing a
target gain profile for the useable gain by a hearing device
across a range of frequencies, the target gain curve cor-
responding to a first sound input level and initially having
an amplitude greater than an amplitude of the gain limit
curve within a subset of frequencies included in the range
of frequencies. The processor is further configured to de-
tect user input representative of a request to increase
the amplitude of the gain limit curve, increase a portion
of the gain limit curve, and update the gain limit profile in
accordance with the increased portion of the gain limit
curve.
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Description

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

[0001] Hearing devices (e.g., hearing aids) are used
to improve the hearing capability and/or communication
capability of users. Such hearing devices are configured
to process a received input sound signal (e.g., ambient
sound) and then provide the processed input sound sig-
nal to the user (e.g., by way of a receiver placed in the
user’s ear canal or at any other suitable location).
[0002] When a hearing device is initially provided to a
user, and during follow-up tests and checkups thereafter,
it is usually necessary to "fit" the hearing device to the
user. Fitting of a hearing device to a user is typically per-
formed by an audiologist or the like who presents various
stimuli to the user and relies on subjective feedback from
the user as to how such stimuli are perceived. Adjust-
ments may be made to specifically tailor the parameters
of the hearing device to the user being fitted.
[0003] An exemplary parameter of a hearing device
that may be adjusted while fitting the hearing device to
a user is the amount of gain that may be applied by the
hearing device. Typically, the amount of gain that may
be applied is limited by a set gain limit that indicates a
maximum stable gain that the hearing device can provide
across a range of frequencies. However, such a gain limit
may restrict the usable gain to a very safe and well sound-
ing limit, which may unnecessarily restrict the useable
gain of the hearing device. Although it may be possible
to increase the gain limit for the hearing device, doing so
may result in a decrease in audio quality due to feedback
and/or audible artifacts that may occur as a result of em-
ploying feedback cancelling algorithms to mitigate such
feedback. Moreover, in such instances, it is difficult for a
user such as an audiologist or the like to easily determine
how adjusting a gain limit affects performance of the hear-
ing device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] The accompanying drawings illustrate various
embodiments and are a part of the specification. The
illustrated embodiments are merely examples and do not
limit the scope of the disclosure. Throughout the draw-
ings, identical or similar reference numbers designate
identical or similar elements.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary system according to
principles described herein.
FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary configuration in which
the system of FIG. 1 may be implemented according
to principles described herein.
FIGS. 3-10 illustrate exemplary graphical user inter-
faces that may be provided for display by the system
of FIG. 1 according to principles described herein.
FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary method for adjusting
a gain limit of a hearing device according to principles

described herein.
FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary computing device
according to principles described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0005] Systems and methods for adjusting a gain limit
of a hearing device are described herein. As will be de-
scribed in more detail below, an exemplary system com-
prises a memory storing instructions and a processor
communicatively coupled to the memory. The processor
may be configured to execute the instructions to concur-
rently present, within a graphical user interface displayed
by a display device a gain limit curve that may represent
a gain limit profile for useable gain by a hearing device
across a range of frequencies, and a target gain curve
that may represent a target gain profile for the useable
gain by the hearing device across the range of frequen-
cies. The target gain curve may correspond to a first
sound input level and initially may have an amplitude
greater than an amplitude of the gain limit curve within a
subset of frequencies included in the range of frequen-
cies. The processor may be further configured to execute
the instructions to detect user input representative of a
request to increase the amplitude of the gain limit curve,
increase, based on the user input, a portion of the gain
limit curve that substantially corresponds to the subset
of frequencies, and update the gain limit profile in accord-
ance with the increased portion of the gain limit curve.
[0006] In another exemplary system, the processor
may be configured to execute the instructions to concur-
rently present, within a graphical user interface displayed
by a display device, a gain limit curve that may represent
a gain limit profile for useable gain by a hearing device
across a range of frequencies, and a target gain curve
that may represent a target gain profile for the useable
gain by the hearing device across the range of frequen-
cies. The target gain curve may correspond to a first
sound input level and may initially have an amplitude
greater than an amplitude of the gain limit curve within a
subset of frequencies included in the range of frequen-
cies. The processor may be further configured to execute
the instructions to provide an option within the graphical
user interface for a user to adjust an amplitude of a portion
of the gain limit curve that corresponds to the subset of
frequencies up to a level that matches or is within a pre-
defined amount greater than the target gain curve within
the subset of frequencies.
[0007] To illustrate an example, an exemplary system
may be implemented in fitting procedure during which,
for example, a user such as an audiologist or the like fits
a hearing device (e.g., a hearing aid) to a user of the
hearing device. During such a fitting procedure, the sys-
tem may concurrently present, within a graphical user
interface displayed by a display device (e.g., on a display
screen of a laptop computer, a tablet computer, etc. as-
sociated with the system) a gain limit curve representing
a gain limit profile for useable gain by a hearing device
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across a range of frequencies and a target gain curve
representing a target gain profile for the useable gain by
the hearing device across the range of frequencies. At
least a portion of the target gain profile of the target gain
curve may have an amplitude that is greater than an am-
plitude of the gain limit curve within a subset of frequen-
cies included in the range of frequencies. Accordingly, a
current setting of the gain limit curve may prohibit the
hearing device from reaching the portion of the target
gain profile that falls within the subset of frequencies. To
facilitate the hearing device being able to provide enough
gain to reach the portion of the target gain profile that
falls within the subset of frequencies, the system may
provide a gain limit adjustment option through which the
audiologist may adjust the amplitude of the gain limit
curve. For example, the system may provide a graphical
object for display within the graphical user interface that
the audiologist may select, in any suitable manner, to
either increase or decrease the amplitude of the gain limit
curve. The system may detect a user input with respect
to such a gain limit adjustment option that is represent-
ative of a request to increase the amplitude of the gain
limit curve. Based on the user input, the system may in-
crease the portion of the gain limit curve that corresponds
to the subset of the frequencies. The system may then
update the gain limit profile in accordance with the in-
creased portion of the gain limit curve such that the up-
dated gain limit profile of the gain limit curve and the
target gain curve are concurrently displayed within the
graphical user interface on the display device.
[0008] By providing systems, methods, and graphical
user interfaces such as those described herein, it is pos-
sible to use a target gain curve as a reference for an
adjustable a gain limit of a hearing device. In so doing,
a user (e.g., a health care professional, an audiologist,
etc.) of systems such as those described herein may be
able to selectively and appropriately adjust the gain limit
to ensure that the usable gain of the hearing device is
sufficient to reach one or more target gain curves asso-
ciated with a user of the hearing device. Further, systems,
methods, and graphical user interfaces such as those
described herein do not unnecessarily restrict the gain
limit to an overly-conservative safe and well-sounding
gain limit and, at the same time, do not allow gain limit
to be adjusted to a level that would cause the hearing
device to become unstable. Furthermore, systems,
methods, and graphical user interfaces such as those
described herein beneficially leave the decision regard-
ing the gain limit to the user, do not burden the user re-
garding further hearing device tuning actions, and/or al-
low the user to focus on reaching target gains without
having to memorize stability limits of a hearing device.
Moreover, systems, methods, and graphical user inter-
faces such as those described herein may facilitate a
user visualizing compromises or trade-offs that may oc-
cur between gain, stability, and/or sound quality as a re-
sult of adjusting the gain limit of a hearing device. Other
benefits of the systems and associated graphical user

interfaces described herein will be made apparent herein.
[0009] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary system 100 that
may be implemented according to principles described
herein. As shown, system 100 may include, without lim-
itation, a memory 102 and a processor 104 selectively
and communicatively coupled to one another. Memory
102 and processor 104 may each include or be imple-
mented by hardware and/or software components (e.g.,
processors, memories, communication interfaces, in-
structions stored in memory for execution by the proces-
sors, etc.). In some examples, memory 102 and proces-
sor 104 may be distributed between multiple devices
(e.g., multiple computing devices) and/or multiple loca-
tions as may serve a particular implementation.
[0010] Memory 102 may maintain (e.g., store) execut-
able data used by processor 104 to perform any of the
operations associated with hearing device 100 described
herein. For example, memory 102 may store instructions
106 that may be executed by processor 104 to perform
any of the operations associated with system 100 de-
scribed herein. Instructions 106 may be implemented by
any suitable application, software, code, and/or other ex-
ecutable data instance.
[0011] As shown in FIG. 1, memory 102 may also store
hearing device data 108 that may include any suitable
data associated with a hearing device that may be com-
municatively coupled to system 100. For example, hear-
ing device data 108 may include any suitable settings,
control parameters, operating programs, fitting pro-
grams, target gain curves, etc. that may be associated
with a hearing device communicatively coupled to system
100 and/or a user of the hearing device. In certain exam-
ples, hearing device data 108 may include data that is
specific to a particular user of a hearing device. For ex-
ample, hearing device data 108 may include data asso-
ciated with one or more target gain profiles associated
with a particular user.
[0012] Memory 102 may also maintain any data re-
ceived, generated, managed, used, and/or transmitted
by processor 104. For example, memory 102 may main-
tain any data suitable to facilitate communications (e.g.,
wired and/or wireless communications) between system
100 and one or more hearing devices, such as those
described herein. Memory 102 may maintain additional
or alternative data in other implementations.
[0013] Processor 104 is configured to perform any suit-
able processing operation that may be associated with
system 100. For example, processor 104 may be config-
ured to perform (e.g., execute instructions 106 stored in
memory 102 to perform) various processing operations
associated with facilitating a user (e.g., an audiologist)
adjusting a gain limit for a hearing device. Such process-
ing operations may include providing one or more graph-
ical user interfaces such as those described herein for
display to a user to facilitate the user adjusting a gain
limit for a hearing device. For example, processor 104
may concurrently present, within a graphical user inter-
face displayed by a display device, a gain limit curve rep-
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resenting a gain limit profile for useable gain by a hearing
device across a range of frequencies, and a target gain
curve representing a target gain profile for the useable
gain by the hearing device across the range of frequen-
cies, detect user input representative of a request to in-
crease the amplitude of the gain limit curve, increase,
based on the user input, a portion of the gain limit curve
that substantially corresponds to the subset of frequen-
cies, and update the gain limit profile in accordance with
the increased portion of the gain limit curve. These and
other operations that may be performed by processor
104 are described herein.
[0014] FIG. 2 shows an exemplary configuration 200
in which system 100 may be implemented. As shown in
FIG. 2, system 100 is communicatively coupled to a hear-
ing device 202. As used herein, a "hearing device" may
be implemented by any device configured to provide or
enhance hearing to a user. For example, a hearing device
may be implemented by one or more hearing aids con-
figured to amplify audio content to a user, a sound proc-
essor included in a cochlear implant system configured
to apply electrical stimulation representative of audio
content to a user, a sound processor included in a stim-
ulation system configured to apply electrical and acoustic
stimulation to a user, or any other suitable hearing pros-
thesis or combination of hearing prostheses. In some ex-
amples, a hearing device may be implemented by a be-
hind-the-ear ("BTE") hearing device configured to be
worn behind an ear and/or at least partially within an ear
canal of a user.
[0015] System 100 may be communicatively coupled
to hearing device 202 in any suitable manner and through
any suitable communication interface. For example, sys-
tem 100 may be wirelessly connected to hearing device
202 using any suitable wireless communication protocol.
Alternatively, system 100 may be communicatively cou-
pled to hearing device 202 by way of a wired connection.
[0016] Although only one hearing device 202 is shown
in FIG. 2, it is understood that hearing device 202 may
be included in a system that includes more than one hear-
ing device configured to provide or enhance hearing to
a user. For example, hearing device 202 may be included
in a binaural hearing system that includes two hearing
devices, one for each ear. In such examples, hearing
device 202 may be provided behind, for example, the left
ear of the user and an additional hearing device may be
provided behind the right ear of the user. When hearing
device 202 is included as part of a binaural hearing sys-
tem, hearing device 202 may communicate with the ad-
ditional hearing device by way of a binaural communica-
tion link that interconnects hearing device 202 with the
additional hearing device. Such a binaural communica-
tion link may include any suitable wireless or wired com-
munication link as may serve a particular implementation.
[0017] While system 100 is communicatively coupled
to hearing device 202, system 100 (e.g., processor 104)
may provide various graphical user interfaces for display
by a display device to facilitate fitting hearing device 202

to a user. System 100 may provide such graphical user
interfaces for display at any suitable time and on any
suitable display device that may be part of or communi-
catively coupled to system 100. For example, such
graphical user interfaces may be provided for display to
a user by way of a laptop computer, a tablet computer,
a smartphone, etc. that may be communicatively coupled
to system 100.
[0018] In certain examples, system 100 may provide
one or more graphical user interfaces for display on a
display device to facilitate a user adjusting a gain limit of
a hearing device. To that end, system 100 may concur-
rently present, within a graphical user interface displayed
on a display device, a gain limit curve and a target gain
curve. As used herein, "a gain limit curve" represents a
gain limit profile for useable gain by hearing device 202
across a range of frequencies. The gain limit curve may
represent a maximum amount of gain that hearing device
202 is permitted to apply across the range of frequencies.
The gain limit curve may represent a most stable gain
limit for hearing device 202 where the useable gain does
not result in hearing device 202 experiencing feedback
and/or some other audible artifact that would reduce
sound quality of hearing device 202. A gain limit curve
may be generated in any suitable manner. For example,
system 100 may generate a gain limit curve based on a
feedback test provided with respect to hearing device
202. Alternatively, a gain limit curve may be pre-gener-
ated and may be accessed by system 100 in any suitable
manner from any suitable source.
[0019] In certain examples, the gain limit curve may
include sections where the gain limit is adjustable and
sections where the gain limit is fixed. For example, the
gain limit curve may include a first section in a subset of
frequencies included in the range of frequencies where
the gain limit is adjustable and a second section outside
of the subset of frequencies where the gain limit is not
adjustable. In certain alternative examples, an amplitude
of the gain limit may be globally adjustable across the
range of frequencies. Exemplary gain limit curves will be
described herein.
[0020] As used herein, a "target gain curve" represents
a target gain profile for useable gain by the hearing device
across a range of frequencies. The target gain curve may
correspond to a particular sound input level. For example,
the target gain curve may have a particular target gain
profile that is specific to a soft sound input level (e.g., a
50dB sound input level), a moderate sound input level
(e.g., a 65dB sound input level), a loud sound input level
(e.g., an 80dB sound input level), or any other suitable
sound input level. In addition, a target gain curve may be
specific to a particular user of hearing device 202. For
example, a target gain curve may be unique to a specific
user based on the particular user’s hearing loss charac-
teristics.
[0021] A target gain curve may be generated in any
suitable manner. For example, the target gain curve may
be generated based on an audiogram of a particular user
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such that the target gain curve is specific to the particular
user’s hearing loss characteristics. In certain examples,
system 100 may generate a target gain curve for a par-
ticular user. Alternatively, a target gain curve may be pre-
generated and may be accessed by system 100 in any
suitable manner from any suitable source. Exemplary
graphical user interfaces that include one or more target
gain curves and gain limit curves will now be described
with reference to FIGS. 3-10.
[0022] System 100 may concurrently present a gain
limit curve and a target gain curve within a graphical user
interface in any suitable manner. To illustrate, FIG. 3
shows an exemplary graphical user interface 302 that
includes a graph 304 in which frequency is indicated
along the horizontal axis and an amount of gain is indi-
cated along the vertical axis. As shown in FIG. 3, graph
304 includes a gain limit curve 306 and a target gain
curve 308 that are provided across a range of frequencies
shown along the horizontal axis.
[0023] In the example shown in FIG. 3, gain limit curve
306 includes a first gain limit curve section 306-1 and a
second gain limit curve section 306-2. First gain limit
curve section 306-1 may represent a section of gain limit
curve 306 where an amplitude of the gain limit is not
adjustable. On the other hand, second gain limit curve
section 306-2 may represent a section of gain limit curve
306 where the amplitude of the gain limit is adjustable.
In the example shown in FIG. 3, a curve 314 provided
above gain limit curve section 306-2 may represent a
maximum gain limit of a closed hearing device system.
[0024] Target gain curve 308 represents a target gain
profile for the useable gain by hearing device 202 across
the range of frequencies shown along the horizontal axis
of graph 304 in FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 3, target gain
curve 308 initially has an amplitude that is greater than
an amplitude of gain limit curve 306 within a subset of
frequencies 310 included in the range of frequencies.
The portion of target gain curve 308 that has an amplitude
that is greater than an amplitude of gain limit curve 306
is represented by a dotted line in FIG. 3 because the
current setting of gain limit curve 306 shown in FIG. 3
prevents hearing device 202 from having enough usable
gain to reach target gain curve 308 within subset of fre-
quencies 310.
[0025] To facilitate hearing device 202 having suffi-
cient usable gain to reach a target gain curve such as
target gain curve 308, system 100 may facilitate a user
providing a user input to selectively increase or decrease
the gain limit of hearing device 202. System 100 may
detect any suitable type of user input as may serve a
particular implementation. For example, system 100 may
be configured to detect a touch input, an audible com-
mand, mouse cursor selection, and/or any other suitable
type of user input that may be used to provide a request
to adjust a gain limit of hearing device 202.
[0026] In certain examples, system 100 may present,
within a graphical user interface and together with a gain
limit curve and a target gain curve, a gain limit adjustment

option. Through the gain limit adjustment option, a user
may either increase or decrease an amplitude of a gain
limit curve. To illustrate, graphical user interface 304
shown in FIG. 3 further includes a gain limit adjustment
section 312 that includes a first icon 312-1 configured
facilitate increasing an amplitude of the portion of gain
limit curve 306 that corresponds to subset of frequencies
310 and a second icon 321-2 configured to facilitate de-
creasing the amplitude of the portion of gain limit curve
306 that corresponds to subset of frequencies 310. Sys-
tem 100 may detect, for example, a touch input, a mouse
cursor selection, etc. with respect to first icon 312-1 or
second icon 312-2 to detect a request to increase or de-
crease the gain limit.
[0027] Based on a detected user input with respect to
gain limit adjustment section 312, system 100 may adjust
an amplitude of the gain limit curve. It is understood that
system 100 may only adjust the amplitude of a portion
of a gain limit curve in response to a detected user input.
For example, in response to a user input with respect to
first icon 312-1, system 100 may only increase the am-
plitude of gain limit curve section 306-2 that falls within
subset of frequencies 310. The amplitude of gain limit
curve section 306-1 and amplitude of the remainder of
gain limit curve section 306-2 outside of subset of fre-
quencies 310 may not be increased.
[0028] System 100 may adjust the portion of the gain
limit curve by any suitable amount as may serve a par-
ticular implementation. In certain examples, system 100
may adjust the gain limit in a stepwise manner. For ex-
ample, system 100 may adjust the gain limit by a prede-
fined amount each time a user input is detected. In such
examples, each time system 100 detects a user input
with respect to first icon 312-1, system 100 may increase
an amplitude the gain limit by a predefined amount. Sim-
ilarly, each time system 100 detects a user input with
respect to second icon 312-2, system 100 may decrease
an amplitude of the gain limit by a predefined amount. In
such examples, a plurality of user inputs may be detected
by system 100 before the gain limit within subset of fre-
quencies 310 is increased to a level that matches or that
is greater than target gain curve 308 shown in FIG. 3.
[0029] In certain alternative examples, system 100
may increase the gain limit such that the amplitude of
gain limit curve 306 within subset of frequencies 310
matches or is a predefined amount greater than target
gain curve 308 within subset of frequencies 310. System
may increase the amplitude of gain limit curve 306 in
such a manner in response to a single user input provided
by way of first icon 312-1.
[0030] In certain examples, first icon 312-1 and second
icon 312-2 may be visually different from one another
depending on whether it is possible to either decrease
or increase the gain limit at a given time. For example,
in graphical user interface 302 shown in FIG. 3, the am-
plitude of gain limit curve 306 may represent a most sta-
ble gain limit for hearing device 202. As such, it may not
be possible or desirable to decrease the gain limit asso-

7 8 



EP 3 826 328 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ciated with gain limit curve 306 below what is currently
shown in graph 304. Accordingly, in such examples, sec-
ond icon 312-2 may be disabled, grayed out, or otherwise
excluded in any suitable manner from graphical user in-
terfaces such as those described herein. Similarly, in cer-
tain examples, an amplitude of second gain limit section
306-2 may be increased to a setting for maximum usable
gain such that it is no longer possible to increase the
amplitude further. Accordingly, in such examples, first
icon 312-1 may be disabled, grayed out, or otherwise
excluded in any suitable manner from graphical user in-
terfaces such as those described herein.
[0031] After system 100 adjusts an amplitude of gain
limit curve 306, system 100 may update the gain limit
profile in accordance with an increased portion of gain
limit curve 306. To illustrate, FIG. 4 shows an updated
graphical user interface 402 that may be provided for
display by system 100 in response to system 100 detect-
ing a request to increase the amplitude of gain limit curve
306. As shown in FIG. 4, the increased portion of gain
limit curve 306 within subset of frequencies 310 is now
greater than the portion of target gain curve 308 within
subset of frequencies 310. As such, the portion of target
gain curve 308 within subset of frequencies 310 is shown
as a solid line in FIG. 4 to indicate that there is now suf-
ficient usable gain for hearing device 202 to reach the
target gain profile represented by target gain curve 308.
[0032] In certain examples, after system 100 updates
the gain limit profile, system 100 may be configured to
transmit information indicative of the updated gain limit
profile to hearing device 202. In so doing, hearing device
202 may be configured to operate in accordance with the
updated gain limit profile. System 100 may transmit the
information indicative of the updated gain limit profile to
hearing device 202 in any suitable manner, such as de-
scribed herein.
[0033] System 100 may be configured to detect any
suitable number of user inputs representative of requests
to adjust a gain limit of hearing device 202 as may serve
a particular implementation. For example, after system
100 provides graphical user interface 402 for display to
a user, system 100 may detect an additional user input
representative of an additional request to increase the
amplitude of gain limit curve 306. Based on the additional
user input, system 100 may further increase the in-
creased portion of gain limit curve 306 that corresponds
to subset of frequencies 310. System 100 may then up-
date the gain limit profile again in accordance with the
further increased portion of gain limit curve 306.
[0034] Alternatively, after system 100 provides graph-
ical user interface 402 for display to a user, system 100
may detect an additional user input representative of a
request to decrease the amplitude of gain limit curve 306.
Based on the additional user input, system 100 may de-
crease the increased portion of the gain limit curve that
corresponds to subset of frequencies 310. System 110
may then update the gain limit profile again in accordance
with the decreased portion of gain limit curve 306.

[0035] In certain examples, adjusting a portion of a gain
limit curve may result in a hearing device operating con-
dition that may affect how hearing device 202 performs.
As used herein, a "hearing device operating condition"
may correspond to any effect and/or change in perform-
ance of hearing device 202 that may occur as a result of
adjusting a portion of the gain limit curve. For example,
an increase in a portion of gain limit curve 306 may result
feedback being experienced by hearing device 202. To
mitigate the feedback that may occur, hearing device 202
may be configured to implement one or more feedback
canceling algorithms. However, such feedback canceling
algorithms may produce audible artifacts in certain areas
of frequency and gain. To facilitate a user understanding
when such hearing device operating conditions may oc-
cur, system 100 may be configured to determine whether
a hearing device operating condition that is predicted to
occur. System 100 may determine whether a hearing de-
vice operating condition is predicted to occur in any suit-
able manner. For example, system 100 may use hearing
device data 108 in any suitable manner to determine
which areas of gain and frequency would be subject to
feedback canceling and also to which amount.
[0036] If system 100 determines that a hearing device
operating condition is predicted to occur, system 100 may
concurrently present, within the graphical user interface
displayed by the display device and together with the
gain limit curve and the target gain curve, a graphical
object that visually indicates the hearing device operating
condition. System may present such a graphical object
within a graphical user interface in any suitable manner.
To illustrate an example, FIG. 5 shows an alternative
updated graphical user interface 502 that may be provid-
ed for display by system 100 in response to a detected
user input with respect first icon 312-1 shown in FIG. 3.
As shown in FIG. 5, graphical user interface 502 is similar
to graphical user interface 402 shown in FIG. 4 except
that graphical user interface 502 includes a graphical ob-
ject 504, which visually identifies an area of gain and/or
frequency where a hearing device condition is predicted
to occur. For example, graphical object 504 may indicate
an area of gain and/or frequency where hearing device
202 is configured to implement a feedback canceling al-
gorithm. With such features, system 100 is configured to
provide a visual indication of the expected acoustic sta-
bility and sound quality of hearing device 202. As such,
a user of system 100 may be able to readily and easily
determine what trade-offs in hearing device performance
may occur as a result of increasing a gain limit of hearing
device 202 to the amplitude shown in FIG. 5.
[0037] In certain examples, a graphical object that vis-
ually indicates a hearing device operating condition may
include a plurality of sections that visually indicate differ-
ent levels of a hearing device operating condition that
may occur as a result of adjusting a gain limit. For exam-
ple, a first section of a graphical object that visually indi-
cates a hearing device operating condition may indicate
a first level of feedback canceling that may occur. A sec-
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ond section of a graphical object that visually indicates
a hearing device operating condition may indicate a sec-
ond level of feedback canceling that may occur that is
relatively more than the first level of feedback canceling.
Each section included in the plurality of sections may
have a particular shade and relatively darker shaded sec-
tions included in the plurality of sections may indicate
areas of gain and frequency where relatively more feed-
back cancelling is configured to be implemented to mit-
igate the feedback. To illustrate an example, FIG. 6
shows an alternative updated graphical user interface
602 that may be provided for display by system 100 in
response to a detected user input with respect first icon
312-1 shown in FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 6, graphical
user interface 602 concurrently presents an updated gain
limit curve 306, target gain curve 308, and a graphical
object 604 that includes a first section 604-1 and a second
section 604-2. First section 604-1 may indicate to a user
of system 100 that a first amount of feedback canceling
will occur in an area of gain and/or frequency defined by
first section 604-1. On the other hand, second section
604-2 may indicate to a user of system 100 that a second
amount of feedback canceling that is relatively larger than
the first amount of feedback canceling will occur in an
area of gain and/or frequency defined by second section
604-2. In the example shown in FIG. 6, the relatively dark-
er cross hatching of second section 604-2 may indicate
to a user of system 100 that relatively more feedback
canceling is predicted to occur in the area defined by
second section 604-2 than in the area defined by first
section 604-1.
[0038] FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary graphical user
interface 702 that may be provided for display by system
100 in certain examples. As shown in FIG. 7, graphical
user interface 702 includes a plurality of target gain
curves 308 (e.g., target gain curves 308-1 through
308-3). Each target gain curve 308 shown in graphical
user interface 702 may represent a different target gain
profile for the useable gain by hearing device 202 across
the range of frequencies shown in FIG. 7. In addition,
each target gain curve 308 shown in FIG. 7 may corre-
spond to a different sound input level included in a plu-
rality of sound input levels. For example, target gain curve
308-1 may correspond to an 80dB sound input level, tar-
get gain curve 308-2 may correspond to a 65dB sound
input level, and target gain curve 308-3 may correspond
to a 50dB sound input level. Each target gain profile rep-
resented in FIG. 7 may be specific to a particular user of
hearing device 202.
[0039] Although only three target gain curves are illus-
trated in FIG. 7, it is understood that any suitable number
of target gain curves may be displayed within a graphical
user interface as may serve a particular implementation.
[0040] As shown in FIG. 7, each of target gain curves
308-1 through 308-3 include a portion shown in dotted
lines that has an amplitude that is greater than the current
amplitude of gain limit curve section 306-2. As such, with
the current setting of gain limit curve 306, there is not

enough usable gain to permit hearing device 202 to reach
the dotted line portions of the target gain curves 308-1
through 308-3 included in subset of frequencies 310.
[0041] To facilitate hearing device 202 reaching one
or more of the portions of the target gain curves 308-1
through 308-3 included in subset of frequencies 310, sys-
tem 100 may detect one or more user inputs with respect
to first icon 312-1. In response to the one or more user
inputs provided with respect to first icon 312-1, system
100 may increase the amplitude of gain limit curve section
306-2 and update graphical user interface 702 accord-
ingly. To illustrate, FIG. 8 shows an updated graphical
user interface 802 that is similar to graphical user inter-
face 702 shown in FIG. 7 except that the amplitude of
the portion of gain limit curve section 306-2 that is within
subset of frequencies 310 has been increased in re-
sponse to a user input. Based on the increase in the
amplitude of gain limit curve section 306-2, target gain
curves 308-1 and 308-2 are shown in solid lines indicating
that there is now sufficient usable gain to reach the target
gain profiles associated with target gain curves 308-1
and 308-2. System 100 may detect further user inputs
with respect to first icon 312-1 shown in FIG. 8 and, based
on such user inputs, further increase the amplitude of
gain limit curve section 306-2 such that there is sufficient
usable gain to reach the target gain profile associated
with target gain curve 308-3 within subset of frequencies
310.
[0042] Alternatively, system 100 may detect one or
more user inputs with respect to second icon 312-2 and,
in response, decrease the amplitude of gain limit curve
section 306-2 within subset of frequencies 310 in any
suitable manner, such as described herein.
[0043] FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary alternative
graphical user interface 902 that may be provided for
display by system 100 after system 100 updates graph-
ical user interface 702. As shown in FIG. 9, graphical
user interface 902 includes a graphical object 904 that
includes a first section 904-1 and a second section 904-2.
Similar to graphical user interface 302 shown in FIG. 6,
first section 904-1 may indicate to a user of system 100
that a first amount of feedback canceling will occur in an
area of gain and/or frequency defined by first section
904-1. On the other hand, second section 904-2 may
indicate to a user of system 100 that a second amount
of feedback canceling that is relatively larger than the
first amount of feedback canceling will occur in an area
of gain and/or frequency defined by second section
904-2. In addition, in graphical user interface 902, the
relatively darker cross hatching of second section 904-2
may indicate to a user of system 100 that relatively more
feedback canceling is predicted to occur in the area de-
fined by second section 904-2 than in the area defined
by first section 904-1.
[0044] From graphical user interface 902 shown in FIG.
9, a user of system 100 may be able to readily determine
the compromises or trade-offs that may be associated
with adjusting the amplitude of gain limit curve 306 to the
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amplitude shown in FIG. 9. For example, with the portion
of gain limit curve section 306-2 increased as shown in
FIG. 9, a portion of target gain curve 308-2 passes directly
through second section 904-2. As such, relatively more
feedback canceling may be required to reach all of the
target gain profile associated with target gain curve
308-2, which may result in relatively more audible arti-
facts being experienced by a user of hearing device 202
at the sound input level associated with target gain curve
308-2. The user of system 100 may determine that such
audible artifacts are unacceptable at the sound input level
associated with target gain curve 308-2. As such, the
user of system 100 may provide a user input with respect
to second icon 312-2 representative of a request to de-
crease the gain limit. In response to such a user input,
system 100 may decrease the amplitude of gain limit
curve 306 within subset of frequencies 310 such that the
amplitude of gain limit curve 306 is, for example, between
target gain curve 308-2 and target gain curve 308-1 within
subset of frequencies 310.
[0045] FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary updated graph-
ical user interface 1002 that may be provided for display
by system 100 in certain examples in response to one or
more user inputs detected with respect to first icon 312-1.
As shown in FIG. 10, the amplitude of gain limit curve
306 has been increased to a level that is higher than each
of target gain curves 308-1 through 308-3. Graphical user
interface 1002 further includes a graphical object 1004
that provides a visual indication of a hearing device op-
erating condition that may occur as a result of increasing
the amplitude of gain limit curve 306 to the level shown
in FIG. 10. In certain examples, each differently cross-
hatched section of graphical object 1004 shown in FIG.
10 may provide an indication to the user of system 100
of where and what amount of feedback canceling may
occur as a result of increasing the amplitude of gain limit
curve section 306-2. In the example shown in FIG. 10,
the relatively darker portions of graphical object 1004 in-
dicate areas of gain and frequency were relatively more
feedback canceling will be implemented. Through the
combination of gain limit curve 306, target gain curves
308-1 through 308-3, and graphical object 1004, a user
of system 100 may be able to readily determine compro-
mises or trade-offs that may occur as a result of increas-
ing the amplitude of gain limit curve section 306-2 to the
level shown in FIG. 10.
[0046] FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary method for ad-
justing a gain limit of a hearing device (e.g., hearing de-
vice 202). While FIG. 11 illustrates exemplary operations
according to one embodiment, other embodiments may
omit, add to, reorder, and/or modify any of the operations
shown in FIG. 11. One or more of the operations shown
in FIG. 11 may be performed by a system such as system
100, any components included therein, and/or any im-
plementation thereof.
[0047] In operation 1102, a processor (e.g., processor
104) may concurrently present, within a graphical user
interface displayed by a display device, a gain limit curve

and a target gain curve. The gain limit curve presented
within the graphical user interface may represent a gain
limit profile for useable gain by a hearing device across
a range of frequencies. The target gain curve presented
in the graphical user interface may represent a target
gain profile for the useable gain by the hearing device
across the range of frequencies. The target gain curve
may correspond to a first sound input level and may ini-
tially have an amplitude greater than an amplitude of the
gain limit curve within a subset of frequencies included
in the range of frequencies. Operation 1102 may be per-
formed in any of the ways described herein.
[0048] In operation 1104, the processor may detect us-
er input representative of a request to increase the am-
plitude of the gain limit curve. Operation 1104 may be
performed in any of the ways described herein.
[0049] In operation 1106, the processor may increase,
based on the user input, a portion of the gain limit curve
that substantially corresponds to the subset of frequen-
cies. In certain examples, the processor may only in-
crease the portion of the gain limit curve that substantially
corresponds to the subset of the frequencies. That is, in
response to the user input, the processor may not in-
crease other portions of the gain limit curve that do not
substantially correspond to the subset of the frequencies.
Operation 1106 may be performed in any of the ways
described herein.
[0050] In operation 1108, the processor may update
the gain limit profile in accordance with the increased
portion of the gain limit curve. Operation 1108 may be
performed in any of the ways described herein.
[0051] In some examples, a non-transitory computer-
readable medium storing computer-readable instruc-
tions may be provided in accordance with the principles
described herein. The instructions, when executed by a
processor of a computing device, may direct the proces-
sor and/or computing device to perform one or more op-
erations, including one or more of the operations de-
scribed herein. Such instructions may be stored and/or
transmitted using any of a variety of known computer-
readable media.
[0052] A non-transitory computer-readable medium as
referred to herein may include any non-transitory storage
medium that participates in providing data (e.g., instruc-
tions) that may be read and/or executed by a computing
device (e.g., by a processor of a computing device). For
example, a non-transitory computer-readable medium
may include, but is not limited to, any combination of non-
volatile storage media and/or volatile storage media. Ex-
emplary non-volatile storage media include, but are not
limited to, read-only memory, flash memory, a solid-state
drive, a magnetic storage device (e.g. a hard disk, a flop-
py disk, magnetic tape, etc.), ferroelectric random-ac-
cess memory ("RAM"), and an optical disc (e.g., a com-
pact disc, a digital video disc, a Blu-ray disc, etc.). Ex-
emplary volatile storage media include, but are not limited
to, RAM (e.g., dynamic RAM).
[0053] FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary computing de-
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vice 1200 that may be specifically configured to perform
one or more of the processes described herein. As shown
in FIG. 12, computing device 1200 may include a com-
munication interface 1202, a processor 1204, a storage
device 1206, and an input/output ("I/O") module 1208
communicatively connected one to another via a com-
munication infrastructure 1210. While an exemplary
computing device 1200 is shown in FIG. 12, the compo-
nents illustrated in FIG. 12 are not intended to be limiting.
Additional or alternative components may be used in oth-
er embodiments. Components of computing device 1200
shown in FIG. 12 will now be described in additional de-
tail.
[0054] Communication interface 1202 may be config-
ured to communicate with one or more computing devic-
es. Examples of communication interface 1202 include,
without limitation, a wired network interface (such as a
network interface card), a wireless network interface
(such as a wireless network interface card), a modem,
an audio/video connection, and any other suitable inter-
face.
[0055] Processor 1204 generally represents any type
or form of processing unit capable of processing data
and/or interpreting, executing, and/or directing execution
of one or more of the instructions, processes, and/or op-
erations described herein. Processor 1204 may perform
operations by executing computer-executable instruc-
tions 1212 (e.g., an application, software, code, and/or
other executable data instance) stored in storage device
1206.
[0056] Storage device 1206 may include one or more
data storage media, devices, or configurations and may
employ any type, form, and combination of data storage
media and/or device. For example, storage device 1206
may include, but is not limited to, any combination of the
non-volatile media and/or volatile media described here-
in. Electronic data, including data described herein, may
be temporarily and/or permanently stored in storage de-
vice 1206. For example, data representative of computer-
executable instructions 1212 configured to direct proc-
essor 1204 to perform any of the operations described
herein may be stored within storage device 1206. In some
examples, data may be arranged in one or more data-
bases residing within storage device 1206.
[0057] I/O module 1208 may include one or more I/O
modules configured to receive user input and provide
user output. One or more I/O modules may be used to
receive input for a single virtual experience. I/O module
1208 may include any hardware, firmware, software, or
combination thereof supportive of input and output ca-
pabilities. For example, I/O module 1208 may include
hardware and/or software for capturing user input, includ-
ing, but not limited to, a keyboard or keypad, a touch-
screen component (e.g., touchscreen display), a receiver
(e.g., an RF or infrared receiver), motion sensors, and/or
one or more input buttons.
[0058] I/O module 1208 may include one or more de-
vices for presenting output to a user, including, but not

limited to, a graphics engine, a display (e.g., a display
screen), one or more output drivers (e.g., display drivers),
one or more audio speakers, and one or more audio driv-
ers. In certain embodiments, I/O module 1208 is config-
ured to provide graphical data to a display for presenta-
tion to a user. The graphical data may be representative
of one or more graphical user interfaces and/or any other
graphical content as may serve a particular implementa-
tion.
[0059] In some examples, any of the systems, hearing
devices, and/or other components described herein may
be implemented by computing device 1200. For example,
memory 102 may be implemented by storage device
1206, and processor 104 may be implemented by proc-
essor 1204.
[0060] In the preceding description, various exemplary
embodiments have been described with reference to the
accompanying drawings. It will, however, be evident that
various modifications and changes may be made thereto,
and additional embodiments may be implemented, with-
out departing from the scope of the invention as set forth
in the claims that follow. For example, certain features
of one embodiment described herein may be combined
with or substituted for features of another embodiment
described herein. The description and drawings are ac-
cordingly to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a
restrictive sense.

Claims

1. A system comprising:

a memory storing instructions; and
a processor communicatively coupled to the
memory and configured to execute the instruc-
tions to:

concurrently present, within a graphical us-
er interface displayed by a display device,
a gain limit curve representing a gain limit
profile for useable gain by a hearing device
across a range of frequencies, and a target
gain curve representing a target gain profile
for the useable gain by the hearing device
across the range of frequencies, the target
gain curve corresponding to a first sound
input level and initially having an amplitude
greater than an amplitude of the gain limit
curve within a subset of frequencies includ-
ed in the range of frequencies;
detect user input representative of a request
to increase the amplitude of the gain limit
curve;
increase, based on the user input, a portion
of the gain limit curve that substantially cor-
responds to the subset of frequencies; and
update the gain limit profile in accordance
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with the increased portion of the gain limit
curve.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the target gain profile
is specific for a particular user of the hearing device.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to execute the instructions to:

detect an additional user input representative of
an additional request to increase the amplitude
of the gain limit curve;
further increase, based on the additional user
input, the increased portion of the gain limit
curve that corresponds to the subset of frequen-
cies; and
update the gain limit profile again in accordance
with the further increased portion of the gain limit
curve.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to execute the instructions to:

detect an additional user input representative of
a request to decrease the amplitude of the gain
limit curve;
decrease, based on the additional user input,
the increased portion of the gain limit curve that
corresponds to the subset of frequencies; and
update the gain limit profile again in accordance
with the decreased portion of the gain limit curve.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the increasing of the
portion of the gain limit curve that corresponds to the
subset of frequencies includes increasing the portion
of the gain limit curve by a predefined amount based
on the user input or increasing the portion of the gain
limit curve such that the amplitude of the gain limit
curve within the subset of frequencies matches or is
a predefined amount greater than the target gain
curve.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the processor is further configured to execute
the instructions to concurrently present, within
the graphical user interface displayed by the dis-
play device and together with the gain limit curve
and the target gain curve, a gain limit adjustment
option; and
the detecting of the user input representative of
the request includes detecting a selection by a
user of the gain limit adjustment option, wherein
the gain limit adjustment option preferably in-
cludes:

a first icon configured to facilitate increasing
an amplitude of the portion of the gain limit

curve that corresponds to the subset of fre-
quencies; and
a second icon configured to facilitate de-
creasing the amplitude of the portion of the
gain limit curve that corresponds to the sub-
set of frequencies.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the target gain curve includes a plurality of target
gain curves;
each target gain curve included in the plurality
of target gain curves represents a different target
gain profile for the useable gain by the hearing
device across the range of frequencies; and
each target gain curve included in the plurality
of target gain curves corresponds to a different
sound input level included in a plurality of sound
input levels,
wherein each different target gain profile prefer-
ably is specific for a particular user of the hearing
device or wherein the plurality of target gain
curves preferably includes at least one of:

a first target gain curve that corresponds to
a loud sound input level, in particular to an
80dB sound input level;
a second target gain curve that corresponds
to a moderate sound input level, in particular
to a 65dB sound input level; and
a third target gain curve that corresponds
to a soft sound input level, in particular to a
50dB sound input level.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to execute the instructions to:

determine a hearing device operating condition
that is predicted to occur as a result of the in-
creasing of the portion of the gain limit curve; and
concurrently present, within the graphical user
interface displayed by the display device and
together with the updated gain limit profile and
the target gain curve, a graphical object that vis-
ually indicates the hearing device operating con-
dition.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein:

the hearing device operating condition is asso-
ciated with feedback; and
the graphical object indicates an area of gain
and/or frequency where feedback canceling is
configured to be implemented to mitigate the
feedback.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein:
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the graphical object includes a plurality of sec-
tions; and
each section included in the plurality of sections
represents a particular area of gain and/or fre-
quency where a particular amount of feedback
canceling is configured to be implemented to
mitigate the feedback, and
wherein preferably:

each section included in the plurality of sec-
tions has a particular shade; and
relatively darker shaded sections included
in the plurality of sections indicate areas of
gain and frequency where relatively more
feedback cancelling is configured to be im-
plemented to mitigate the feedback.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to execute the instructions to transmit
information indicative of the updated gain limit profile
to the hearing device.

12. A system comprising:

a memory storing instructions; and
a processor communicatively coupled to the
memory and configured to execute the instruc-
tions to:

concurrently present, within a graphical us-
er interface displayed by a display device,
a gain limit curve representing a gain limit
profile for useable gain by a hearing device
across a range of frequencies, and a target
gain curve representing a target gain profile
for the useable gain by the hearing device
across the range of frequencies, the target
gain curve corresponding to a first sound
input level and initially having an amplitude
greater than an amplitude of the gain limit
curve within a subset of frequencies includ-
ed in the range of frequencies; and
provide an option within the graphical user
interface for a user to adjust an amplitude
of a portion of the gain limit curve that cor-
responds to the subset of frequencies up to
a level that matches or is within a predefined
amount greater than the target gain curve
within the subset of frequencies.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the processor is
further configured to execute the instructions to:

detect a user input with respect to the option; and
adjust, based on the detected user input, the
amplitude of the portion of the gain limit curve
that corresponds to the subset of the frequen-
cies up to the level that matches or is within a

predefined amount greater than the target gain
curve within the subset of frequencies.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the processor is
further configured to execute the instructions to pro-
vide, for display within the graphical user interface
after adjusting the amplitude of the gain limit curve,
a graphical object that is indicative of a hearing de-
vice operating condition.

15. A method comprising:

concurrently presenting, by a processor and
within a graphical user interface displayed by a
display device, a gain limit curve representing a
gain limit profile for useable gain by a hearing
device across a range of frequencies, and a tar-
get gain curve representing a target gain profile
for the useable gain by the hearing device
across the range of frequencies, the target gain
curve corresponding to a first sound input level
and initially having an amplitude greater than an
amplitude of the gain limit curve within a subset
of frequencies included in the range of frequen-
cies;
detecting, by the processor, user input repre-
sentative of a request to increase the amplitude
of the gain limit curve;
increasing, by the processor based on the user
input, a portion of the gain limit curve that sub-
stantially corresponds to the subset of frequen-
cies; and
updating, by the processor, the gain limit profile
in accordance with the increased portion of the
gain limit curve.
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