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(54) BICYCLE CARRIER WITH A TILTING DEVICE

(57) A bicycle carrier includes a bar (2) having a hitch
connector (1), and a main tube (3) is pivotably connected
to the bar. A post unit (7) and wheel supports (5, 6) are
attached to the main tube. The bar includes two engaging
plates (21) and each engaging plate has a notch (211).
A rod (35) extends axially through the main tube and is
connected to a spring (312). The rod is connected with
an operation member (34). A latch (311) extends trans-

versely through the main tube and is connected to the
rod. The latch is removably engaged with the notches.
When operating the restriction member to release the
operation member, the user pulls the operation member
to move the latch to be separated from the notches so
that the main tube is pivoted from a first position to a
second position which is tilt relative to the vehicle.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Fields of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a bicycle car-
rier, and more particularly, to a tilting device to tilt the
bicycle carrier for convenient access to the vehicle rear
trunk.

2. Descriptions of Related Art

[0002] The conventional bicycle carriers are designed
to be connected to the vehicle hitch on the back of the
vehicle, and bicycles are secured to the bicycle carrier.
However, once the conventional bicycle carrier is con-
nected to the vehicle hitch, it is inconvenient for the users
to access the vehicle trunk because the bicycle carrier
block the opening path of the vehicle trunk. Therefore,
the user has to remove the bicycles from the bicycle car-
rier, and adjust the position of the bicycle carrier such
that the vehicle trunk can be opened normally. It takes a
lot of time to remove the bicycles from the bicycle carrier
and to adjust the bicycle carrier away from the vehicle
trunk. All of the bicycles have to be re-positioned to the
bicycle carrier, and this is a frustration experience.
[0003] The present invention intends to provide a bi-
cycle carrier which has the tilting device of the present
invention to easily tilt the bicycle carrier so that the vehicle
trunk can be opened without removing the bicycles from
the bicycle carrier.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The present invention relates to a bicycle carrier
and comprises a bar having a hitch connector which is
connected to a vehicle hitch. Two engaging plates extend
from the bar and each engaging plate has a notch. A
main tube is pviotably connected to a connection unit if
the bar by a pivot. The main tube has an end cap con-
nected to the first end thereof, and a rod extends through
the main tube axially. A spring has a first end thereof
connected the inside of the end cap and a first end of the
rod. A latch transversely extends through the main tube,
the first end of the rod and a second end of the spring.
The latch is removably engaged with the notches of the
two engaging plates. An operation member is connected
to a second end of the main tube, and a second end of
the rod is connected to the operation member. A restric-
tion member is pivotably connected to the main tube and
removably engaged with the operation member. When
the rod is pulled toward the operation member, the latch
is dis-engaged from the notches of the two engaging
plates. The main tube is pivoted between a first position
and a second position. A seat is connected to the main
tube and has two positioning plates. A mount plate is
attached to the seat and has two passages. A front-wheel

support and a rear-wheel support are respectively and
pivotably connected between the two positioning plates
of the seat. A post unit extends from the main tube and
has a post and a clamp unit. The clamp unit includes a
movable part movably connected to the post and a clamp.
[0005] Preferably, the passages each receive a secur-
ing member which secures the front-wheel support and
the rear-wheel support.
[0006] Preferably, the bar has multiple wheels con-
nected thereto.
[0007] Preferably, each of the front-wheel support and
the rear-wheel support has a warning light.
[0008] Preferably, the movable part includes a locking
member which locks or releases the movable part relative
to the post.
[0009] When the restriction member is separated from
the operation member, the rod can be pulled by pulling
the operation member so as to remove the latch from the
notches. The main tube is able to be pivoted about the
pivot and the hole to pivot main tube with the seat, the
front-wheel support, the rear-wheel support and the post
unit from the first position to the second position. In the
second position, the main tube is tilt relative to the trunk
of the vehicle, so that the users can easily access the
stuff in the trunk.
[0010] The present invention will become more obvi-
ous from the following description when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings which show, for
purposes of illustration only, a preferred embodiment in
accordance with the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view to show the bicycle carrier
of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is an exploded view of the bicycle carrier of
the present invention;
Fig. 3 is an exploded view to show the main tube and
the bar of the bicycle carrier of the present invention;
Fig. 4 illustrates that the clam unit is movable relative
to the post;
Fig. 5 illustrates a side view of the bicycle carrier of
the present invention;
Fig. 6 shows that the restriction member is pivoted
to release the operation member;
Fig. 7 shows that the rod is pulled by pulling the op-
eration member, and the latch is disengaged from
the notches of the connection unit on the bar;
Fig. 8 shows that the main tube is pivoted relative to
the bar;
Fig. 9 shows that the securing members are pivoted
to horizontal positions;
Fig. 10 shows that the front-wheel support and the
rear-wheel support are expanded;
Fig. 11 shows that the securing members are pivoted
to horizontal positions;
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Fig. 12 shows that the front-wheel support is folded
toward the post, and
Fig. 13 shows that the bicycle carrier is moved by
the wheels.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0012] Referring to Figs. 1 to 12, the bicycle carrier of
the present invention comprises a bar 2 which is a straight
tube and has a hitch connector 1 formed to the first end
thereof so as to be connected to a vehicle hitch ball (not
shown). A connection unit 22 is formed to the second
end of the bar 2, and includes two engaging plates 21
extending from the bar 2. The two engaging plates 21
are located close to the hitch connector 1. Each engaging
plate 21 has a notch 211 facing the connection unit 22.
A pin 212 is connected between the two engaging plates
21. The connection unit 22 includes two plates and each
plate has a hole 221. At least one pair of wheels 231 are
connected to the bar 2 for transportation.
[0013] A main tube 3 has a section pivotably connected
between the two plates of the connection unit 22 of the
bar 2 by extending a pivot 32 through the holes 221 of
the connection unit 22 and the main tube 3 as shown in
Figs. 3 and 5. The main tube 3 includes an end cap 31
connected to the first end thereof. A rod 35 extends
through the main tube 3 axially. A spring 312 has the first
end thereof connected the inside of the end cap 31. A
latch 311 transversely extends through the main tube 3,
a U-shaped part on the first end of the rod 35 and a ring
one the second end of the spring 312 as shown in Figs.
3 and 5. The latch 311 is removably engaged with the
notches 211 of the two engaging plates 21. An operation
member 34 is connected to the second end of the main
tube 3. The second end of the rod 35 is connected to the
operation member 34. A restriction member 33 is pivot-
ably connected to the main tube 3 and removably en-
gaged with the operation member 34.
[0014] As shown in Figs. 9 to 12, a seat 4 is connected
to the main tube 3 and includes two positioning plates.
A mount plate 40 is attached to the seat 4 and includes
two passages 41. A front-wheel support 5 and a rear-
wheel support 6 are respectively and pivotably connected
between the two positioning plates of the seat 4. The
passages 41 each receive a securing member 411 which
secures the front-wheel support 5 and the rear-wheel
support 6. A post unit 7 extends from the main tube 3
and includes a post 71 and a clamp unit 72. The clamp
unit 72 includes a movable part 721 movably connected
to the post 71. The clamp unit 72 includes two clamps
722 which are used to clamp the bicycle frames. The
movable part 721 includes a locking member 7211 which
locks or releases the movable part 721 relative to the
post 71.
[0015] Therefore, when pivoting the restriction mem-
ber 33 as shown in Fig. 6, the operation member 34 is
released, so that the user may pull the rod 35 toward the

operation member 34 as shown in Fig. 7, and the latch
311 is dis-engaged from the notches 211 of the two en-
gaging plates 21. The main tube 3 is able to be pivoted
about the pivot 32 between a first position A1 and a sec-
ond position A2 as shown in Fig. 8. When the main tube
3 is pivoted, the seat 4, the front-wheel support 5, the
rear-wheel support 6 and the post unit 7 are pivoted from
the first position A1 to the second position A2. It is noted
that the second position A2 makes the main tube 3 to be
tilt relative to the bar 2 and the vehicle trunk (not shown)
so that the users can easily access the stuff in the trunk
without removing all the bicycles from the bicycle carrier.
Preferably, each of the front-wheel support 5 and the
rear-wheel support 6 has a warning light.
[0016] The front-wheel support 5 and the rear-wheel
support 6 can be locked by the securing members 411,
or front-wheel support 5 and the rear-wheel support 6
can be released and can be folded toward the post 7 by
releasing the securing members 411. When the securing
members 411 are pivoted to horizontal positions, the
front-wheel support 5 and the rear-wheel support 6 are
able to be pivoted. When the securing members 411 are
pivoted to upright positions, the front-wheel support 5
and the rear-wheel support 6 are secured and cannot be
pivoted.
[0017] The height of the movable part 721 is adjusted
relative to the post 7, and the clamps 722 can be moved
to a desired position by operating the locking members
7211.
[0018] The front-wheel support 5 and the rear-wheel
support 6 can be folded to save space, or expanded to
carry more bicycles.
[0019] As shown in Fig. 13, the carrier can be moved
easily by the wheels 231 on the bar 2 and the wheels 23
on the main tube 3. That is to say, the carrier becomes
a trolley.
[0020] While we have shown and described the em-
bodiment in accordance with the present invention, it
should be clear to those skilled in the art that further em-
bodiments may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

Claims

1. A bicycle carrier comprising:

a bar (2) having a hitch connector (1) formed to
a first end thereof, a connection unit (22) formed
to a second end of the bar (2), two engaging
plates (21) extending from the bar (2) and locat-
ed close to the hitch connector (1), each engag-
ing plate (21) having a notch (211), a pin (212)
connected between the two engaging plates
(21), the connection unit (22) having a hole
(221);
a main tube (3) having a section pivotably con-
nected to the connection unit (22) of the bar (2)
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by extending a pivot (32) through the hole (221)
of the connection unit (22) and the main tube
(3), the main tube (3) having an end cap (31)
connected to a first end thereof, a rod (35) ex-
tending through the main tube (3) axially, a
spring (312) having a first end thereof connected
an inside of the end cap (31) and a first end of
the rod (35), a latch (311) transversely extending
through the main tube (3), the first end of the rod
(35) and a second end of the spring (312), the
latch (311) removably engaged with the notches
(211) of the two engaging plates (21), an oper-
ation member (34) connected to a second end
of the main tube (3), a second end of the rod
(35) connected to the operation member (34) so
that when the rod (35) is pulled toward the op-
eration member (34), the latch (311) is dis-en-
gaged from the notches (211) of the two engag-
ing plates (21), a restriction member (33) pivot-
ably connected to the main tube (3) and remov-
ably engaged with the operation member (34),
the main tube (3) being pivoted between a first
position (A1) and a second position (A2), the
main tube (3) at the second position (A2) being
tilt relative to the bar (2);
a seat (4) connected to the main tube (3) and
having two positioning plates, a mount plate (40)
attached to the seat (4) and having two passag-
es (41), a front-wheel support (5) and a rear-
wheel support (6) respectively and pivotably
connected between the two positioning plates
of the seat (4), and
a post unit (7) extending from the main tube (3)
and having a post (71) and a clamp unit (72),
the clamp unit (72) including a movable part
(721) movably connected to the post (71) and a
clamp (722).

2. The bicycle carrier as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the restriction member (33) is separated from the
operation member (34), the rod (35) is pulled by pull-
ing the operation member (34) so as to remove the
latch (311) from the notches (211), the main tube (3)
is pivoted about the pivot (32) and the hole (221) to
pivot main tube (3) with the seat (4), the front-wheel
support (5), the rear-wheel support (6) and the post
unit (7) from the first position (A1) to the second po-
sition (A2).

3. The bicycle carrier as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the passages (41) each receive a securing member
(411) which secures the front-wheel support (5) and
the rear-wheel support (6).

4. The bicycle carrier as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the bar (2) has multiple wheels (231) connected
thereto.

5. The bicycle carrier as claimed in claim 1, wherein
each of the front-wheel support (5) and the rear-
wheel support (6) has a warning light.

6. The bicycle carrier as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the movable part (721) includes a locking member
(7211) which locks or releases the movable part
(721) relative to the post (71).
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