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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a frame-frequency
converting apparatus for processing a video signal
which results from 2-3 conversion of a film picture (a mo-
tion picture).
[0002] The NTSC television system has a rate of
29.97 frames (59.94 fields) per second. A standard mo-
tion picture has a rate of 24 frames per second. In gen-
eral, 2-3 conversion is used to convert a motion picture
into an NTSC video signal.
[0003] According to 2-3 conversion, one frame of a
motion picture is changed into two successive fields re-
lated to an NTSC video signal, and a next frame of the
motion picture is converted into next three successive
fields related to the NTSC video signal (e.g. WO
91/06182).
[0004] Video CD's are optical disks on which moving-
image information and audio information are recorded.
Generally, an original video signal and an original audio
signal are processed by highly-efficient encoding before
being recorded on a video CD. The standards of video
CD's provide a plurality of picture rates including a pic-
ture rate of 29.97 frames per second and a picture rate
of 23.976 frames per second (e.g. EP-A-0 588 669).
[0005] An NTSC video signal can be converted into a
signal suited for record on a video CD. In the case of an
NTSC video signal resulting from 2-3 conversion of a
motion picture, only every other field represented by the
NTSC video signal is used in a signal recorded on a vid-
eo CD. In this case, a video CD player reproduces two
successive fields from every frame represented by the
signal read out from the video CD. There periodically
occur four successive fields (two successive frames) re-
produced by the video CD player which originate from
a same frame of the motion picture. The occurrence pe-
riod agrees with a period of five frames of the motion
picture. This phenomenon causes judder in motion of
images reproduced by the video CD player.
[0006] It is an object of this invention to provide an
improved frame-frequency converting apparatus.
[0007] This invention provides a frame-frequency
converting apparatus for an input video signal resulting
from 2-3 conversion of original picture information which
comprises means for rearranging fields represented by
the input video signal, and thereby converting the input
video signal into a rearrangement-resultant video sig-
nal, wherein every pair of an odd field and a subsequent
even field represented by the rearrangement-resultant
video signal originate from a same frame represented
by the original picture information; means for processing
the rearrangement-resultant video signal into a combi-
nation-resultant video signal, and specifically combining
every pair of an odd filed and a subsequent even field
represented by the rearrangement-resultant video sig-
nal into a frame represented by the combination-result-
ant video signal; and means for thinning out frames rep-
resented by the combination-resultant video signal, and

thereby converting the combination-resultant video sig-
nal into a conversion-resultant video signal which has a
predetermined frame frequency.
[0008] The frame-frequency converting apparatus
may further comprise means for detecting a change in
a scene represented by the input video signal; means
for estimating an even field from an immediately preced-
ing odd field represented by the rearrangement-result-
ant video signal through an interpolation process when
the change in the scene is detected by the detecting
means; and means for replacing an actual even field
represented by the rearrangement-resultant video sig-
nal with the even field estimated by the estimating
means.
[0009] The present invention will be further described
hereinafter with reference to the following description of
an exemplary embodiment of the invention and the ac-
companying drawings in which:
[0010] Fig. 1 is a time-domain diagram of frames and
fields related to a motion picture and various video sig-
nals in connection with an embodiment of this invention.
[0011] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a frame-frequency
converting apparatus according to the embodiment of
this invention.
[0012] Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a first example of
a frame arrangement detecting section in the apparatus
of Fig. 2.
[0013] Fig. 4 is a block diagram of a first example of
a vertical interpolation filter in the frame arrangement
detecting section of Fig. 3.
[0014] Fig. 5 is a block diagram of a second example
of the vertical interpolation filter in the frame arrange-
ment detecting section of Fig. 3.
[0015] Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a second example
of the frame arrangement detecting section in the appa-
ratus of Fig. 2.
[0016] Fig. 7 is a block diagram of a telecine phase
generating section in the apparatus of Fig. 2.
[0017] Fig. 8 is a time-domain diagram of signals in
connection with the telecine phase generating section
of Fig. 7.
[0018] Fig. 9 is a block diagram of a field correcting
section in the apparatus of Fig. 2.
[0019] Fig. 10 is a time-domain diagram of signals in
connection with the field correcting section of Fig. 9.
[0020] Fig. 11 is a block diagram of a thinning frame
deciding section in the apparatus of Fig. 2.
[0021] Fig. 12 is a time-domain diagram of signals in
connection with the thinning frame deciding section of
Fig. 11.
[0022] Fig. 13 is a time-domain diagram of signals in
connection with an editing point correcting section in the
apparatus of Fig. 2.
[0023] Fig. 14 is a block diagram of the editing point
correcting section in the apparatus of Fig. 2.
[0024] Fig. 15 is a block diagram of a filtering and
combining section in the apparatus of Fig. 2.
[0025] Fig. 16 is a block diagram of a first example of
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a frame vertical filter in the filtering and combining sec-
tion of Fig. 15.
[0026] Fig. 17 is a block diagram of a second example
of the frame vertical filter in the filtering and combining
section of Fig. 15.
[0027] With reference to Fig. 1, basic operation of a
frame-frequency converting apparatus of an embodi-
ment of this invention will now be described. As shown
in the portion (A) of Fig. 1, a film picture (a motion pic-
ture) has a sequence of frames "1", "2, "3", "4", ···.
[0028] As shown in the portions (A) and (B) of Fig. 1,
the motion picture is changed into a first NTSC video
signal by 2-3 conversion. According to the 2-3 conver-
sion, one frame of the motion picture is changed into
two successive fields represented by the first NTSC vid-
eo signal, and a next frame of the motion picture is con-
verted into next three successive fields represented by
the first NTSC video signal. For example, the frame "2"
of the motion picture is changed into two successive
fields "2a" and "2b" related to the first NTSC video signal
while the frame "3" of the motion picture is converted
into next three successive fields "3a", "3b", and "3c" re-
lated to the first NTSC video signal.
[0029] As shown in the portions (B) and (C) of Fig. 1,
the first NTSC video signal is converted into a second
NTSC video signal by a field rearranging process. Spe-
cifically, fields represented by the first NTSC video sig-
nal are rearranged so that every pair of successive odd
and even fields regarding the second NTSC video signal
will originate from a same frame of the motion picture.
For example, the field "1b" related to the first NTSC vid-
eo signal is copied and the copy-resultant field "1b" is
moved to a temporal position of the field "2a" to replace
the latter while the field "2a" related to the first NTSC
video signal is moved to a temporal position for the field
"3a" so that the field "2a" replaces the field "3a".
[0030] As shown in the portions (C) and (D) of Fig. 1,
the second NTSC video signal (the rearragement-re-
sultant video signal) is converted into an intermediate
video signal by a field combining process including a
band limiting process. Specifically, every pair of succes-
sive odd and even fields represented by the second NT-
SC video signal are combined into a frame related to the
intermediate video signal. For example, the fields "1a"
and "1b" represented by the second NTSC video signal
are combined into a frame "1ab" related to the interme-
diate video signal. As shown in the portion (D) of Fig. 1,
there periodically occur two successive frames (for ex-
ample, the frames "1ab" and "1cb") regarding the inter-
mediate video signal which originate from a same frame
(for example, the frame "1") of the motion picture. In oth-
er words, a set of two successive duplicate frames pe-
riodically occur with respect to the intermediate video
signal.
[0031] As shown in the portions (D) and (E) of Fig. 1,
the intermediate video signal is converted into a conver-
sion-result video signal by a frame thinning process.
Specifically, former one (for example, the field "1ab") of

two successive duplicate frames represented by the in-
termediate video signal is discarded while latter one (for
example, the field "1cb") of the two successive duplicate
frames is used in the conversion-result video signal. The
conversion-result video signal can be recorded on a vid-
eo CD.
[0032] The conversion-result video signal is indirectly
or directly transmitted to a video CD player. As shown
in the portions (E) and (F) of Fig. 1, the conversion-result
video signal is changed into a video CD signal by 2-3
conversion in the video CD player. According to the 2-3
conversion, one frame represented by the conversion-
result video signal is changed into two successive fields
related to the video CD signal, and a next frame repre-
sented by the conversion-result video signal is convert-
ed into next three successive fields related to the video
CD signal. For example, the frame "2ba" represented
by the conversion-result video signal is changed into two
successive fields "2baa" and "2bab" related to the video
CD signal while the frame "3bc" represented by the con-
version-result video signal is converted into next three
successive fields "3bca", "3bcb", and "3bcc" related to
the video CD signal. The video CD player reproduces
images represented by the video CD signal.
[0033] With reference to Fig. 2, the frame-frequency
converting apparatus receives an input video signal,
and changes the input video signal into a conversion-
result video signal. The frame-frequency converting ap-
paratus outputs the conversion-result video signal. The
input video signal received by the frame-frequency con-
verting apparatus agrees with a first NTSC video signal
which results from 2-3 conversion of a motion picture.
As shown in the portion (B) of Fig. 1, frames represented
by the input video signal (that is, the first NTSC video
signal resulting from 2-3 conversion of the motion pic-
ture), are divided into groups each having five succes-
sive frames (ten successive fields). Thus, the input vid-
eo signal has a 5-frame period which is referred to as a
telecine period.
[0034] Regarding the input video signal, frames are
classified into two types. Every first-type frame is com-
posed of two fields originating from a same frame of the
motion picture. The first-type frame is referred to as a
regular frame or a normal frame. Every second-type
frame is composed of two fields originating from differ-
ent frames of the motion picture respectively. The sec-
ond-type frame is referred to as an irregular frame or an
abnormal frame. As understood from the portions (A)
and (B) of Fig. 1, during every telecine period, there are
three normal frames and two abnormal frames.
[0035] With reference back to Fig. 2, the frame-fre-
quency converting apparatus includes a frame arrange-
ment detecting section 1, a telecine phase generating
section 2, a field correcting section 3, an editing point
correcting section 4, a filtering and combining section 5,
a disregarded frame deciding section 6, and a data
transmitting section 7.
[0036] The frame arrangement detecting section 1 re-
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ceives the input video signal. The frame arrangement
detecting section 1 is connected to the telecine phase
generating section 2, the field correcting section 3, and
the editing point correcting section 4. The telecine phase
generating section 2 is connected to the field correcting
section 3 and the disregarded frame deciding section 6.
The field correcting section 3 is connected to the editing
point correcting section 4. The editing point correcting
section 4 is connected to the filtering and combining sec-
tion 5. The filtering and combining section 5 is connect-
ed to the data transmitting section 7. The disregarded
frame deciding section 6 is connected to the data trans-
mitting section 7. The data transmitting section 7 outputs
the conversion-result video signal.
[0037] The frame arrangement detecting section 1
detects the type of the arrangement of frames repre-
sented by the input video signal, and generates a signal
(a frame type signal) indicating the detected type of the
frame arrangement. The frame arrangement detecting
section 1 outputs the frame type signal to the telecine
phase generating section 2.
[0038] The frame arrangement detecting section 1
decides the reliability of the frame type signal. Specifi-
cally, the frame arrangement detecting section 1 deter-
mines whether or not the reliability of the frame type sig-
nal is lower than a predetermined reference reliability.
When the reliability of the frame type signal is lower than
the predetermined reference reliability, the frame ar-
rangement detecting section 1 generates an active free
running signal and outputs the active free running signal
to the telecine phase generating section 2. Otherwise,
the frame arrangement detecting section 1 generates
an inactive free running signal and outputs the inactive
free running signal to the telecine phase generating sec-
tion 2.
[0039] To provide the synchronization between proc-
essed signals, the frame arrangement detecting section
1 delays the input video signal and outputs a delay-re-
sultant video signal to the field correcting section 3.
[0040] The frame arrangement detecting section 1
generates a vertical interpolation video signal and a field
difference signal from the input video signal, and outputs
the vertical interpolation video signal and the field differ-
ence signal to the editing point correcting section 4.
[0041] The telecine phase generating section 2 re-
ceives the frame type signal and the free running signal
from the frame arrangement detecting section 1. While
the free running signal remains inactive, the telecine
phase generating section 2 continues to detect a tele-
cine phase by referring to the frame type signal. The tel-
ecine phase generating section 2 produces a signal (a
telecine phase signal) representing the detected tele-
cine phase, and outputs the produced telecine phase
signal to the field correcting section 3 and the disregard-
ed frame deciding section 6. When the free running sig-
nal changes from the inactive state to the active state,
the telecine phase generating section 2 suspends the
detection of the telecine phase. After the free running

signal changes to the active state, the telecine phase
generating section 2 produces a telecine phase signal
on the basis of the last detected telecine phase. The pro-
duced telecine phase signal has a period (a 5-frame pe-
riod) corresponding to five successive frames related to
the input video signal. The telecine phase generating
section 2 outputs the produced telecine phase signal to
the field correcting section 3 and the disregarded frame
deciding section 6.
[0042] The field correcting section 3 receives the de-
lay-resultant video signal from the frame arrangement
detecting section 1. Frames or fields represented by the
delay-resultant video signal are arranged as shown in
the portion (B) of Fig. 1. The field correcting section 3
receives the telecine phase signal from the telecine
phase generating section 2. As shown in the portions
(B) and (C) of Fig. 1, the field correcting section 3 rear-
ranges fields represented by the delay-resultant signal
in response to the telecine phase signal. The field rear-
rangement is designed so that all abnormal frames will
be changed into normal frames. Thus, all frames repre-
sented by a second NTSC video signal resulting from
the field rearrangement are of the normal type. The field
correcting section 3 outputs the field-rearrangement re-
sultant signal (the second NTSC video signal) to the ed-
iting point correcting section 4.
[0043] The editing point correcting section 4 receives
the vertical interpolation video signal and the field differ-
ence signal from the frame arrangement detecting sec-
tion 1. The editing point correcting section 4 receives
the field-rearrangement resultant signal (the second
NTSC video signal) from the field correcting section 3.
The editing point correcting section 4 processes the
field-rearrangement resultant signal in response to the
vertical interpolation video signal and the field difference
signal. The signal processing by the editing point cor-
recting section 4 interpolates a frame at a video editing
point so that the frame has even and odd fields originat-
ing from a same frame of the motion picture. Specifically,
an even field (or an odd field) is estimated from an im-
mediately preceding odd field (or an immediately pre-
ceding even field) by an interpolation process, and the
estimation resultant field replaces a corresponding ac-
tual field in the related frame. The editing point correct-
ing section 4 outputs the interpolation-resultant signal
to the filtering and combining section 5.
[0044] The filtering and combining section 5 subjects
the output signal of the editing point correcting section
4 to a filtering process in a horizontal direction and also
a vertical filtering process between two fields. As shown
in the portions (C) and (D) of Fig. 1, the filtering and com-
bining section 5 combines an odd field and an even field
in every frame represented by the output signal of the
editing point correcting section 4. Thus, the filtering and
combining section 5 converts the output signal of the
editing point correcting section 4 into an intermediate
video signal. It should be noted that the filtering and
combining section 5 may include a noise reducer sub-
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jecting the output signal of the editing point correcting
section 4 to a filtering process along a time base direc-
tion. The filtering and combining section 5 outputs the
intermediate video signal to the data transmitting sec-
tion 7.
[0045] As shown in the portion (D) of Fig. 1, there pe-
riodically occur two successive frames (for example, the
frames "1ab" and "1cb") regarding the intermediate vid-
eo signal which originate from a same frame (for exam-
ple, the frame "1") of the motion picture. In other words,
a set of two successive duplicate frames periodically oc-
cur with respect to the intermediate video signal.
[0046] The disregarded frame deciding section 6 re-
ceives the telecine phase signal from the telecine phase
generating section 2. The disregarded frame deciding
section 6 generates a frame thinning signal in response
to the telecine phase signal. The disregarded frame de-
ciding section 6 outputs the frame thinning signal to the
data transmitting section 7. The frame thinning signal
enables the data transmitting section to thin out dupli-
cate frames represented by the intermediate video sig-
nal.
[0047] The data transmitting section 7 receives the in-
termediate video signal from the filtering and combining
section 5. The data transmitting section 7 receives the
frame thinning signal from the disregarded frame decid-
ing section 6. The data transmitting section 7 converts
the intermediate video signal into a conversion-result
video signal in response to the frame thinning signal.
Specifically, as shown in the portions (D) and (E) of Fig.
1, the data transmitting section 7 disregards former one
(for example, the field "1ab") of two successive duplicate
frames related to the first intermediate video signal and
uses latter one (for example, the field "1cb") of the two
successive duplicate frames in the conversion-result
video signal. In this way, the data transmitting section 7
thins out duplicate frames represented by the interme-
diate video signal. The conversion-result video signal
has a picture rate corresponding to a frame frequency
of 23.976 Hz. The data transmitting section 7 outputs
the conversion-result video signal. The conversion-re-
sult video signal can be recorded on a video CD.
[0048] The conversion-result video signal is indirectly
or directly transmitted to a video CD player. As shown
in the portions (E) and (F) of Fig. 1, the video CD player
changes the conversion-result video signal into a video
CD signal by 2-3 conversion. According to the 2-3 con-
version, one frame represented by the conversion-result
video signal is changed into two successive fields relat-
ed to the video CD signal, and a next frame represented
by the conversion-result video signal is converted into
next three successive fields related to the video CD sig-
nal. For example, the frame "2ba" represented by the
conversion-result video signal is changed into two suc-
cessive fields "2baa" and "2bab" related to the video CD
signal while the frame "3bc" represented by the conver-
sion-result video signal is converted into next three suc-
cessive fields "3bca", "3bcb", and "3bcc" related to the

video CD signal. The video CD player reproduces im-
ages represented by the video CD signal.

Frame Arrangement Detecting Section 1

[0049] The frame arrangement detecting section 1 will
now be described in detail. As shown in Fig. 3, the frame
arrangement detecting section 1 includes field memo-
ries 11a and 11b, a vertical interpolation filter 12, sub-
tracters 13a and 13b, absolute value calculators 14a
and 14b, integrators 15a and 15b, a comparator 16, a
switch 17, and a pattern deciding device 18.
[0050] The input video signal is applied to the field
memory 11a. The field memory 11a, a line memory or
line memories in the vertical interpolation filter 12, and
the field memory 11b are connected in series. The input
video signal is transmitted through the field memory 11a,
the line memory or line memories in the vertical interpo-
lation filter 12, and the field memory 11b while being de-
layed thereby. The delay-resultant video signal is out-
putted from the field memory 11b to the field correcting
section 3 (see Fig. 2) and the subtracter 13b. Each of
the field memories 11a and 11b provides a signal delay
corresponding to a 1-field interval. Here, the signal out-
putted from the field memory 11b is delayed from the
signal inputted to the field memory 11a by a time exactly
equal to a 1-frame interval.
[0051] The vertical interpolation filter 12 processes
the output video signal from the field memory 11a into
the vertical interpolation video signal. The vertical inter-
polation filter 12 feeds the vertical interpolation video
signal to the subtracters 13a and 13b and the editing
point correcting section 4 (see Fig. 2). In the signal
processing by the vertical interpolation filter 12, signal
pieces of new pixels corresponding in position to pixels
of an even filed (or an odd field) are generated or esti-
mated from signal pieces of actual pixels in an odd field
(or an even field) which neighbor the new pixels. The
new pixels are represented by the vertical interpolation
video signal while the actual pixels are represented by
the output video signal from the field memory 11a.
[0052] The input video signal is applied to the sub-
tracter 13a. The vertical interpolation video signal is fed
from the vertical interpolation filter 12 to the subtracter
13a. As a result of the function of the field memory 11a,
a field related to the vertical interpolation video signal
immediately precedes a field represented by the input
video signal. The subtracter 13a executes subtraction
between the input video signal and the vertical interpo-
lation video signal, and outputs a signal representing the
difference between the input video signal and the verti-
cal interpolation video signal. The output signal of the
subtracter 13a represents the difference between the
signal pieces corresponding to equal-position pixels in
the current field and the first immediately preceding
field. The output signal of the subtracter 13a is fed to
the absolute value calculator 14a, and is processed
thereby. The absolute value calculator 14a outputs a
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signal representing the absolute value of the difference
indicated by the output signal of the subtracter 13a. The
output signal of the absolute value calculator 14a is fed
to the integrator 15a, and is integrated thereby over a
1-field interval. Thus, the output signal of the absolute
value calculator 14a is made into an integration-result-
ant signal "difOE" which corresponds to the difference
between the current field and the first immediately pre-
ceding field. The value represented by the inter-field dif-
ference signal "difOE" increases as the degree of a cor-
relation between the current field and the first immedi-
ately preceding field decreases.
[0053] The delay-resultant video signal is fed from the
field memory 11b to the subtracter 13b. The vertical in-
terpolation video signal is fed from the vertical interpo-
lation filter 12 to the subtracter 13b. As a result of the
function of the field memories 11a and 11b, a field relat-
ed to the delay-resultant video signal precedes a field
represented by the input video signal by a 2-field inter-
val. The subtracter 13b executes subtraction between
the vertical interpolation video signal and the delay-re-
sultant video signal, and outputs a signal representing
the difference between the vertical interpolation video
signal and the delay-resultant video signal. The output
signal of the subtracter 13b represents the difference
between the signal pieces corresponding to equal-posi-
tion pixels in the first immediately preceding field and
the second immediately preceding field. The output sig-
nal of the subtracter 13b is fed to the absolute value cal-
culator 14b, and is processed thereby. The absolute val-
ue calculator 14b outputs a signal representing the ab-
solute value of the difference indicated by the output sig-
nal of the subtracter 13a. The output signal of the abso-
lute value calculator 14b is fed to the integrator 15b, and
is integrated thereby over a 1-field interval. Thus, the
output signal of the absolute value calculator 14b is
made into an integration-resultant signal "difEO" which
corresponds to the difference between the first immedi-
ately preceding field and the second immediately pre-
ceding field. The value represented by the inter-field dif-
ference signal "difEO" increases as the degree of a cor-
relation between the first immediately preceding field
and the second immediately preceding field decreases.
[0054] For a higher reliability, it is preferable that the
ranges of the integration by the integrators 15a and 15b
are exclusive of a caption region added during a video
editing process.
[0055] The comparator 16 receives the inter-field dif-
ference signal "difOE" from the integrator 15a. The com-
parator 16 receives the inter-field difference signal
"difEO" from the integrator 15b. The operation of the
comparator 16 is synchronized with every frame so that
the comparator 16 becomes active when the output sig-
nal "difOE" of the integrator 15a represents the differ-
ence between odd and even field in a common frame.
The device 16 compares the inter-field difference signal
"difOE" and the inter-field difference signal "difEO".
When the value represented by the inter-field difference

signal "difOE" is greater than the value represented by
the inter-field difference signal "difEO", the comparator
16 outputs a high-level frame type signal "ANF". Other-
wise, the comparator 16 outputs a low-level frame type
signal "ANF". The frame type signal "ANF" assumes a
high-level state and a low-level state for a normal frame
and an abnormal frame respectively. The comparator 16
feeds the frame type signal "ANF" to the switch 17 and
the telecine phase generating section 2 (see Fig. 2).
[0056] The switch 17 receives the inter-field differ-
ence signal "difOE" from the integrator 15a. The switch
17 receives the inter-field difference signal "difEO" from
the integrator 15b. The switch 17 receives the frame
type signal "ANF" from the comparator 16. The opera-
tion of the switch 17 is synchronized with every frame
so that the switch 17 becomes active when the output
signal "difOE" of the integrator 15a represents the dif-
ference between odd and even field in a common frame.
The switch 17 selects one of the inter-field difference
signal "difOE" and the inter-field difference signal
"difEO" in response to the frame type signal "ANF", and
transmits the selected signal to the editing point correct-
ing section 4 (see Fig. 2) as the field difference signal.
[0057] The comparator 16 is provided with a device
for determining whether or not the values represented
by the inter-field difference signals "difOE" and "difEO"
are smaller than a predetermined reference value.
When the values represented by the inter-field differ-
ence signals "difOE" and "difEO" are smaller than the
predetermined reference value, the comparator 16 out-
puts an invalid signal. Otherwise, the comparator 16
does not output the invalid signal.
[0058] The pattern deciding device 18 receives the
invalid signal from the comparator 16. The pattern de-
ciding device 18 derives a pattern of the occurrences of
the invalid signals. By a pattern matching process, the
pattern deciding device 18 compares the derived pat-
tern with a predetermined reference pattern corre-
sponding to a pattern of the occurrences of invalid sig-
nals for a typical 2-3 conversion resultant signal rich in
moving picture regions. When the derived pattern is re-
semblant to the predetermined reference pattern by
more than a given degree, the pattern deciding device
18 outputs an inactive free running signal. Otherwise,
the pattern deciding device 18 outputs an active free
running signal. The free running signal is fed from the
pattern deciding device 18 to the telecine phase gener-
ating section 2 (see Fig. 2). The pattern matching proc-
ess by the pattern deciding device 18 is designed to
avoid the occurrence of a wrong decision when the input
video signal is provided with time segments represent-
ing images having a small inter-field correlation.
[0059] Fig. 4 shows a first example of the vertical in-
terpolation filter 12. With reference to Fig. 4, the vertical
interpolation filter 12 includes a line memory "LM", an
adder "Ad", and a multiplier "M". The output signal of the
field memory 11a (see Fig. 3) is written into the line
memory "LM", and is then read out from the line memory
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"LM" before being fed to the field memory 11b (see Fig.
3). The line memory "LM" provides a signal delay cor-
responding to a 1-line interval. The output signal from
the field memory 11a and the output signal from the line
memory "LM" are combined by the adder "Ad". The mul-
tiplier "M" multiplies the output signal of the adder "Ad"
by a factor of 1/2, and thereby changes the output signal
of the adder "Ad" into the vertical interpolation signal.
The multiplier "M" outputs the vertical interpolation video
signal as a filter output signal.
[0060] Fig. 5 shows a second example of the vertical
interpolation filter 12. With reference to Fig. 5, the ver-
tical interpolation filter 12 includes line memory "LM1",
"LM2", and "LM3", an adder "Ad", and multipliers "M1",
"M2", "M3", and "M4". The output signal of the field
memory 11a (see Fig. 3) is fed to the line memory "LM1".
The line memories "LM1", "LM2", and "LM3" are con-
nected in series. The output signal of the field memory
11a is transmitted through the line memories "LM1",
"LM2", and "LM3" while being delayed thereby. Each of
the line memories "LM1", "LM2", and "LM3" provides a
signal delay corresponding to a 1-line interval. The out-
put signal of the line memory "LM3" is fed to the field
memory 11b (see Fig. 3). The multiplier "M1" multiplies
the output signal of the field memory 11a by a predeter-
mined coefficient "α1". The multiplier "M2" multiplies the
output signal of the line memory "LM1" by a predeter-
mined coefficient "α2". The multiplier "M3" multiplies the
output signal of the line memory "LM2" by a predeter-
mined coefficient "α3". The multiplier "M4" multiplies the
output signal of the line memory "LM3" by a predeter-
mined coefficient "α4". The adder "Ad" combines the
output signals of the multipliers "M1", "M2", "M3", and
"M4" into the vertical interpolation signal. The adder
"Ad" outputs the vertical interpolation video signal as a
filter output signal.
[0061] Fig. 6 shows a modified frame arrangement
detecting section 1A which may replace the frame ar-
rangement detecting section 1 of Fig. 3. The frame ar-
rangement detecting section 1A of Fig. 6 is similar to the
frame arrangement detecting section 1 of Fig. 3 except
for the following design change.
[0062] The frame arrangement detecting section 1A
of Fig. 6 includes a delay device 19 which replaces the
combination of the subtracter 13b, the absolute value
calculator 14b, and the integrator 15b. The delay device
19 delays the output signal "difOE" of the integrator 15a
by a 1-field interval, and thereby changes the output sig-
nal "difOE" of the integrator 15a into an inter-field differ-
ence signal "difEO". The delay device 19 outputs the
inter-field difference signal "difEO" to the comparator 16
and the switch 17.

Telecine Phase Generating Section 2

[0063] With reference to Fig. 7, the telecine phase
generating section 2 includes a phase detector 21 and
a phase signal generator 22. The phase detector 21 re-

ceives the free running signal and the frame type signal
from the frame arrangement detecting section 1 (see
Fig. 2). The frame type signal has a waveform such as
shown in the portion (B) of Fig. 8. The free running signal
has a waveform such as shown in the portion (C) of Fig.
8.
[0064] While the free running signal remains inactive,
the phase detector 21 sequentially detects frames, re-
lated to the 2-3 conversion resultant signal (the input
video signal, see the portion (A) of Fig. 8), as phases
"0", "1", "2", "3", and "4" in response to a frame pulse
signal or the frame-synchronized components of the
frame type signal. Furthermore, the phase detector 21
discriminates phases corresponding to abnormal
frames from phases corresponding to normal frames in
response to the frame type signal. Here, "phase" means
a temporal position of a frame in one cycle. The phase
detector 21 outputs the phase-detection resultant signal
to the phase signal generator 22. With reference to Fig.
8, the phases (the frames) "1" and "2" in the portion (D)
of the drawing are detected or designated as corre-
sponding to abnormal frames.
[0065] The phase signal generator 22 produces the
telecine phase signal in response to the output signal of
the phase detector 21. As shown in the portion (E) of
Fig. 8, the telecine phase signal assumes a high-level
state for every abnormal frame and a low-level state for
every normal frame.
[0066] While the free running signal remains inactive,
the phase detector 21 continues to detect phases. When
the free running signal changes to the active state, the
phase detector 21 suspends the phase detection as
shown in the portion (D) of Fig. 8. In this case, as shown
in the portion (E) of Fig. 8, the phase signal generator
22 falls into a self running state or a free running state
where the phase signal generator 22 periodically re-
peats and outputs the last cycle of the telecine phase
signal without providing any discontinuity from the last
phase detected by the phase detector 21. To this end,
the phase signal generator 22 includes a memory stor-
ing information of one cycle of the telecine phase signal.

Field Correcting Section 3

[0067] With reference to Fig. 9, the field correcting
section 3 includes a frame memory 31, an AND circuit
32, and a switch 33. The output signal of the frame ar-
rangement detecting section 1 (see Fig. 2) is written into
the frame memory 31, and is then read out from the
frame memory 31 before being fed to the switch 33. The
frame memory 31 provides a signal delay correspond to
a 1-frame interval.
[0068] The AND circuit 32 receives the telecine phase
signal from the telecine phase generating section 2 (see
Fig. 2). The telecine phase signal has a waveform such
as shown in the portion (B) of Fig. 10. The AND circuit
32 receives a frame pulse signal from a master sync cir-
cuit (not shown). The frame pulse signal has a waveform

11 12



EP 0 685 968 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

such as shown in the portion (D) of Fig. 10. Specifically,
the frame pulse signal changes between a logic state of
"0" and a logic state of "1" each time a field is replaced
by a next field. The AND circuit 32 executes AND oper-
ation between the telecine phase signal and the frame
pulse signal, thereby generating a field selection signal
having a waveform such as shown in the portion (E) of
Fig. 10.
[0069] The switch 33 receives the output signal of the
frame arrangement detecting section 1. The switch 33
receives the output signal of the frame memory 31. The
switch 33 receives the field selection signal from the
AND circuit 32. The switch 33 selects one of the output
signal of the frame arrangement detecting section 1 and
the output signal of the frame memory 31 in response
to the field selection signal, and outputs the selected sig-
nal as the field-rearrangement resultant signal. Specifi-
cally, the switch 33 selects the output signal of the frame
arrangement detecting section 1 when the field selec-
tion signal is in a logic state of "0". The switch 33 selects
the output signal of the frame memory 31 when the field
selection signal is in a logic state of "1". The change of
the signal selection by the switch 33 results in the rear-
rangement of the fields represented by the output signal
of the frame arrangement detecting section 1.
[0070] The output signal of the frame arrangement
detecting section 1 is delayed from the 2-3 conversion
resultant signal (the input video signal) having a state
which changes every field as shown in the portion (A)
of Fig. 10. During the signal processing by the field cor-
recting section 3, fields represented by the output signal
of the frame arrangement detecting section 1 are rear-
ranged so that every pair of successive odd and even
fields regarding the field-rearrangement resultant signal
originate from a same frame of the motion picture. In the
portion (A) of Fig. 10, there are four normal frames "N"
and three abnormal frames "A". The first abnormal
frame is composed of an odd field "1c" and an even field
"2a". The second abnormal frame is composed of an
odd field "2b" and an even field "3a". The third abnormal
frame is composed of an odd field "5c" and an even field
"6a". As shown in the portion (E) of Fig. 10, the field se-
lection signal changes to and remains at a logic state of
"1" in a temporal position of the latter field (the even field)
of each abnormal frame. With regard to each abnormal
frame, during a first field interval, the switch 33 selects
the output signal of the frame arrangement detecting
section 1 so that the field represented by the field-rear-
rangement resultant signal agrees with the field related
to the output signal of the frame arrangement detecting
section 1. On the other hand, during a second field in-
terval, the switch 33 selects the output signal of the
frame memory 31 so that the field represented by the
field-rearrangement resultant signal agrees with the
field regarding the output signal of the frame memory
31 which precedes the field regarding the output signal
of the field arrangement detecting section 1 by a 1-frame
interval. Accordingly, the latter field or the even field

("2a", "3a", and "6a" in Fig. 10) in each abnormal frame
is replaced by the latter field ("1b", "2a", and "5b" in Fig.
10) of the immediately preceding frame. Thus, as shown
in the portions (A) and (F) of Fig. 10, each abnormal
frame is changed into a normal frame.

Disregarded Frame Deciding Section 6

[0071] As previously described, an NTSC video signal
resulting from 2-3 conversion of a motion picture has a
telecine period corresponding to an interval of five
frames. The telecine period of the NTSC video signal
goes out of order at some moments. In the case where
a motion picture has a rate of 24 frames per second
while an apparatus handling an NTSC video signal has
a frame frequency of 29.97 Hz, a telecine phase is shift-
ed once per about 17 seconds. To compensate for such
a shift of the telecine phase, the disregarded frame de-
ciding section 6 generates the frame thinning signal
which is designed to change the frame frequency to
23.976 Hz in temporal average for a long time.
[0072] With reference to Fig. 11, the disregarded
frame deciding section 6 includes a frequency divider
61, a thinning number setting device 62, a thinning pulse
generator 63, and an OR circuit 64.
[0073] The frequency divider 61 receives a frame
pulse signal from a master sync circuit (not shown). The
device 61 divides the frequency of the frame pulse sig-
nal by five, and thereby generates and outputs a start
pulse signal having a waveform such as shown in the
portion (C) of Fig. 12. The thinning number setting de-
vice 62 receives the start pulse signal from the frequen-
cy divider 61. The thinning number setting device 62
sets a disregarded frame number (normally equal to 1)
in response to every pulse of the start pulse signal. The
disregarded frame number means the number of frames
to be disregarded among five frames following the lead-
ing edge of every pulse of the start pulse signal. The
thinning number setting device 62 feeds the thinning
pulse generator 63 with a signal representative of the
disregarded frame number so that the disregarded
frame number is also set in the thinning pulse generator
63.
[0074] The thinning pulse generator 63 receives the
telecine phase signal from the telecine phase generat-
ing section 2 (see Fig. 2) via the OR circuit 64. The tel-
ecine phase signal has a waveform such as shown in
the portion (D) of Fig. 12. The thinning pulse generator
63 includes a counter which counts up the leading edge
of every pulse in the telecine phase signal. The thinning
pulse generator 63 includes a pulse-width limiting circuit
which acts on the output signal of the counter. As will be
made clear later, the thinning pulse generator 63 pro-
duces a pulse for deleting a desired number of frames.
Specifically, the pulse-width limiting circuit in the thin-
ning pulse generator 63 changes the width of a pulse in
the output signal of the counter to a 1-frame width. The
pulse-width limiting circuit outputs the frame thinning
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signal which is synchronized with the telecine phase sig-
nal as shown in the portions (D) and (E) of Fig. 12. The
frame thinning signal has a pulse with a width corre-
sponding to a 1-frame interval. When the counted pulse
number reaches the disregarded frame number, the
counter interrupts the counting process. Thus, in this
case, the counter is insensitive to a later pulse in the
telecine phase signal. The frame thinning signal is fed
from the thinning pulse generator 63 to the data trans-
mitting section 7 (see Fig. 2).
[0075] The thinning number setting device 62 in-
cludes an up/down counter pre-loaded with a signal rep-
resentative of a predetermined number equal to the dis-
regarded frame number minus one. The predetermined
number is equal to, for example, zero. The up/down
counter in the thinning number setting device 62 counts
up the leading edge of every pulse in the start pulse sig-
nal (see the portion (C) of Fig. 12) outputted from the
frequency divider 61. Accordingly, the number repre-
sented by the output signal of the up/down counter
reaches the disregarded frame number each time every
pulse in the start pulse signal occurs. As previously de-
scribed, the thinning number setting device 62 feeds the
thinning pulse generator 63 with the signal representa-
tive of the disregarded frame number so that the disre-
garded frame number is also set in the thinning pulse
generator 63. The up/down counter in the thinning
number setting device 62 counts down a pulse in the
frame thinning signal (see the portion (E) of Fig. 12) out-
putted from the thinning pulse generator 63. According-
ly, the number represented by the up/down counter is
decremented from the disregarded frame number by
one in response to a pulse in the frame thinning signal.
[0076] In the case where the telecine phase signal re-
mains in the low-level state during a 5-frame interval or
more, a pulse continues to be absent from the frame
thinning signal outputted by the thinning pulse generator
63. In this case, the number represented by the up/down
counter in the thinning number setting circuit 62 is incre-
mented from the disregarded frame number when a next
pulse occurs in the start pulse signal outputted from the
frequency divider 61. The increment-resultant signal is
fed from the thinning number setting circuit 62 to the
thinning pulse generator 63 via the OR circuit 64 as a
compulsory thinning pulse. The thinning pulse genera-
tor 63 outputs a pulse of the frame thinning signal in re-
sponse to the compulsory thinning pulse.

Editing Point Correcting Section 4

[0077] As shown in the portion (A) of Fig. 13, in some
cases, an NTSC video signal resulting from 2-3 conver-
sion of a motion picture has a point at which an editing
process is executed. If two fields which originate from
different frames of a motion picture respectively are
combined through vertical filtering upon an editing point,
resultant image information tends to be poor in quality.
The editing point correcting section 4 serves to remove

such a problem.
[0078] With reference to Fig. 14, the editing point cor-
recting section 4 includes delay devices 41a, 41b, 41c,
and 41d, an averaging circuit 42, an adder 43, a com-
parator 44, a delay device 45, and a switch 46.
[0079] The field difference signal outputted from the
frame arrangement detecting section 1 is fed to the de-
lay device 41a. The delay devices 41a, 41b, 41c, and
41d are connected in series. Each of the delay devices
41a, 41b, 41c, and 41d includes a latch fed with a frame
pulse signal from a master sync circuit (not shown). The
frame pulse signal is used as an operation timing pulse
signal for the latching process. The frame pulse signal
has a waveform such as shown in the portion (E) of Fig.
13. The field difference signal is transmitted through the
delay devices 41a, 41b, 41c, and 41d while being de-
layed thereby. Each of the delay devices 41a, 41b, 41c,
and 41d provides a signal delay corresponding to a
1-frame interval. The averaging circuit 42 determines a
mean (an average) of the output signals from the delay
devices 41a, 41b, 41c, and 41d. Thus, the field differ-
ence signal is temporally averaged for an interval of four
frames.
[0080] The adder 43 receives the output signal of the
averaging circuit 42 which represents the determined
mean. The adder 43 also receives a signal indicating a
predetermined constant value. The constant-value sig-
nal is generated by a suitable device (not shown). The
adder 43 adds the output signal of the averaging circuit
and the constant-value signal, thereby outputting a sig-
nal "AVE" representing the addition of the mean and the
constant value. The comparator 44 compares the field
difference signal and the output signal of the adder 43.
The field difference signal "DIF" has a state which varies
as shown by the solid lines in the portion (D) of Fig. 13.
On the other hand, the output signal "AVE" of the adder
43 has a state which varies as shown by the broken lines
in the portion (D) of Fig. 13. When the value represented
by the field difference signal "DIF" exceeds the value
represented by the output signal "AVE" of the adder 43,
the comparator 44 outputs an active scene change de-
tection signal as shown in the portion (F) of Fig. 13. Oth-
erwise, the comparator 44 outputs an inactive scene
change detection signal.
[0081] The vertical interpolation video signal output-
ted from the frame arrangement detecting section 1 (see
Fig. 2) is transmitted through the delay device 45 to the
switch 46. The delay device 45 provides a signal delay
corresponding to a 1-frame interval. The switch 46 re-
ceives the field-rearrangement resultant signal from the
field correction section 3 (see Fig. 2). The switch 46 re-
ceives the scene change detection signal from the com-
parator 44. The switch 46 selects one of the field-rear-
rangement resultant signal and the output signal from
the delay device 45, and transmits the selected signal
to the filtering and combining section 5 (see Fig. 2). Spe-
cifically, the switch 46 continues to select the field-rear-
rangement resultant signal while the scene change de-
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tection signal remains inactive. The switch 46 selects
the output signal of the delay device 45 when the scene
change detection signal becomes active. Therefore, as
shown in the portions (A), (C), and (G) of Fig. 13, an
abnormal frame of fields "5c" and "6a" which immedi-
ately follows the editing point is changed into a normal
frame of fields "5c" and "5c'". It should be noted that the
field "5c'" is generated from the field "5c" through the
vertical interpolation process by the frame rearrange-
ment detecting section 1.

Filtering and Combining Section 5

[0082] With reference to Fig. 15, the filtering and com-
bining section 5 includes a horizontal filter 51, a field
memory 52, and a frame vertical filter 53.
[0083] The output signal of the editing point correcting
section 4 is subjected by the filter 51 to a filtering process
along a horizontal direction. The filtering by the filter 51
is designed to halve the horizontal band width.
[0084] The output signal of the horizontal filter 51 is
transmitted to the frame vertical filter 53 via the field
memory 52. The field memory 52 provides a signal delay
corresponding to a 1-field interval. Also, the output sig-
nal of the horizontal filter 51 is directly applied to the
frame vertical filter 53. Thus, the odd-field signal and the
even-field signal related to a common frame are simul-
taneously fed to the frame vertical filter 53.
[0085] The odd-filed signal and the even-field signal
are combined by the frame vertical filter 53. Specifically,
the odd field and the even field represented by the two
signals are combined into a frame related to the output
signal of the frame vertical filter 53. In addition, the frame
vertical filter 53 execute a vertical filtering process for
halving the vertical band width. The output signal of the
frame vertical filter 53 is fed to the data transmitting sec-
tion 7 as the intermediate video signal.
[0086] It should be noted that the filtering and com-
bining section 5 may include a noise reducer subjecting
the output signal of the editing point correcting section
4 to a filtering process along a time base direction.
[0087] Fig. 16 shows a first example of the frame ver-
tical filter 53. With reference to Fig. 16, the frame vertical
filter 53 includes a line memory 53A, an adder 53B, a
multiplier 53C, an adder 53D, and a multiplier 53E. The
output signal of the field memory 52 (see Fig. 15) is writ-
ten into the line memory 53A, and is then read out from
the line memory 53A before being fed to the adder 53B.
The line memory 53A provides a signal delay corre-
sponding to a 1-line interval. The output signal from the
field memory 52 and the output signal from the line
memory 53A are combined by the adder 53B. The mul-
tiplier 53C multiplies the output signal of the adder 53B
by a factor of 1/2. The output signal from the horizontal
filter 51 (see Fig. 15) and the output signal from the mul-
tiplier 53C are combined by the adder 53D. The multi-
plier 53E multiplies the output signal of the adder 53D
by a factor of 1/2, and thereby changes the output signal

of the adder 53D into a filter output signal constituting
the intermediate video signal.
[0088] Fig. 17 shows a second example of the frame
vertical filter 53. With reference to Fig. 17, the frame ver-
tical filter 53 includes line memories 53F, 53G, and 53H,
multipliers 53I, 53J, 53K, 53L, and 53M, and an adder
53N. The output signal of the field memory 52 (see Fig.
15) is fed to the line memory 53F. The line memories
53F, 53G, and 53H are connected in series. The output
signal of the field memory 52 is transmitted through the
line memories 53F, 53G, and 53H while being delayed
thereby. Each of the line memories 53F, 53G, and 53H
provides a signal delay corresponding to a 1-line inter-
val. The multiplier 53I multiplies the output signal of the
field memory 52 by a predetermined coefficient "β1".
The multiplier 53J multiplies the output signal of the line
memory 53F by a predetermined coefficient "β2". The
multiplier 53K multiplies the output signal of the line
memory 53G by a predetermined coefficient "β3". The
multiplier 53L multiplies the output signal of the line
memory 53H by a predetermined coefficient "β4". The
multiplier 53M multiplies the output signal of the hori-
zontal filter 51 (see Fig. 15) by a predetermined coeffi-
cient "γ1". The adder 53N combines the output signals
of the multipliers 53I, 53J, 53K, 53L, and 53M into a filter
output signal constituting the intermediate video signal.

Data Transmitting Section 7

[0089] With reference back to Fig. 2, the data trans-
mitting section 7 receives the intermediate video signal
from the filtering and combining section 5. The data
transmitting section 7 receives the frame thinning signal
from the disregarded frame deciding section 6. The data
transmitting section 7 includes a switch or a gate which
selectively transmits the intermediate video signal in re-
sponse to the frame thinning signal. As shown in the por-
tions (B), (E), and (F) of Fig. 12, the data transmitting
section 7 enables the transmission of the intermediate
video signal when the frame thinning signal is in the low-
level state. On the other hand, the data transmitting sec-
tion 7 inhibits the transmission of the intermediate video
signal when the frame thinning signal is in the high-level
state. Therefore, as shown in the portion (F) of Fig. 12,
a frame is periodically deleted from successive frames
represented by the output signal of the data transmitting
section 7.
[0090] As shown in the portion (D) of Fig. 1, there pe-
riodically occur two successive frames (for example, the
frames "1ab" and "1cb") regarding the intermediate vid-
eo signal which originate from a same frame (for exam-
ple, the frame "1") of the motion picture. In other words,
a set of two successive duplicate frames periodically oc-
cur with respect to the intermediate video signal. As
shown in the portions (D) and (E) of Fig. 1, the data
transmitting section 7 disregards former one (for exam-
ple, the field "1ab") of two successive duplicate frames
related to the first intermediate video signal and uses
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latter one (for example, the field "1cb") of the two suc-
cessive duplicate frames in the output signal thereof. In
this way, the data transmitting section 7 thins out dupli-
cate frames represented by the intermediate video sig-
nal. The output signal of the data transmitting section 7
(that is, the conversion-result video signal) has a picture
rate corresponding to a frame frequency of 23.976 Hz.
[0091] It is preferable that the data transmitting sec-
tion 7 executes a sub-sampling process for providing a
necessary pixel number.

Advantages

[0092] As a result of the signal processing by the
frame-frequency converting apparatus of this embodi-
ment, four successive fields which originate from a com-
mon frame of a motion picture are prevented from oc-
curring in connection with a video CD signal. Only three
or less successive fields which originate from a common
frame of a motion picture are permitted to occur in con-
nection with a video CD signal. On the other hand, in a
prior-art apparatus, there periodically occur four succes-
sive fields (two successive frames) regarding a video
CD signal which originate from a same frame of a motion
picture. Therefore, in comparison with the prior-art ap-
paratus, the frame-frequency converting apparatus of
this embodiment is effective to reduce judder in motion
of images reproduced by a video CD player.
[0093] According to the signal processing by the fil-
tering and combining section 5, a pair of successive odd
and even fields represented by the output signal of the
editing point correcting section 4 are combined into a
frame related to the output signal of the filtering and
combining section 5. The combination of the two fields
into the single frame provides noise reduction by about
-3 dB.
[0094] If two fields which originate from different
frames of a motion picture respectively are combined
through vertical filtering upon an editing point, resultant
image information tends to be poor in quality. The editing
point correcting section 4 serves to remove such a prob-
lem. Specifically, in the case where the editing point cor-
recting section 4 detects a scene change (an editing
point), the editing point correcting section 4 changes an
abnormal frame into a normal frame at a temporal place
immediately following the scene change (the editing
point). The change of the abnormal frame into the nor-
mal frame suppresses a picture-quality reduction upon
the scene change.

Claims

1. A frame-frequency converting apparatus for an in-
put video signal resulting from 2-3 conversion of
original picture information, comprising:

means for rearranging fields represented by the

input video signal, and thereby converting the
input video signal into a rearrangement-result-
ant video signal, wherein every pair of an odd
field and a subsequent even field represented
by the rearrangement-resultant video signal
originate from a same frame represented by the
original picture information;
means for processing the rearrangement-re-
sultant video signal into a combination-result-
ant video signal, and specifically combining
every pair of an odd field and a subsequent
even field represented by the rearrangement-
resultant video signal into a frame represented
by the combination-resultant video signal; and
means for thinning out frames represented by
the combination-resultant video signal, and
thereby converting the combination-resultant
video signal into a conversion-resultant video
signal which has a predetermined frame fre-
quency.

2. The frame-frequency converting apparatus of claim
1, further comprising:

means for detecting a change in a scene rep-
resented by the input video signal;
means for estimating an even field from an im-
mediately preceding odd field represented by
the rearrangement-resultant video signal
through an interpolation process when the
change in the scene is detected by the detect-
ing means; and
means for replacing an actual even field repre-
sented by the rearrangement-resultant video
signal with the even field estimated by the es-
timating means.

3. A method for frame-frequency converting an input
video signal resulting from 2-3 conversion of origi-
nal picture information, the method comprising the
steps of:

re-arranging fields represented by the input vid-
eo signal, and thereby converting the input vid-
eo signal into a re-arrangement-resultant video
signal, wherein every pair of an odd field and a
subsequent even field represented by the re-
arrangement-resultant video signal originate
from a same frame represented by the original
picture information;
processing the rearrangement-resultant video
signal into a combination-resultant video sig-
nal, and specifically combining every pair of an
odd field and a subsequent even field repre-
sented by the rearrangement-resultant video
signal into a frame represented by the combi-
nation-resultant video signal; and
thinning out frames represented by the combi-
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nation-resultant video signal, and thereby con-
verting the combination-resultant video signal
into a conversion-resultant video signal which
has a predetermined frame frequency.

4. A method according to claim 3, further comprising
the steps of:

detecting a change in a scene represented by
the input video signal;
estimating an even field from an immediately
preceding odd field represented by the rear-
rangement-resultant video signal through an in-
terpolation process when the change in the
scene is detected; and
replacing an actual even field represented by
the rearrangement-resultant video signal with
the estimated even field.

Patentansprüche

1. Einrichtung zur Umsetzung des Bildfrequenz für ein
Eingangsvideosignal, das aus einer 2-3-Umset-
zung einer ursprünglichen Bildinformation hervor-
geht, mit

einer Einrichtung zur Umordnung von durch
das Eingangsvideosignal dargestellten Teilbil-
dern und dabei Umsetzen des Eingangsvideo-
signals in ein aus der Umordnung hervorge-
hendes Videosignal, wobei jedes Paar eines
ungeradzahligen Teilbilds und eines nachfol-
genden geradzahligen Teilbilds, die durch das
aus der Umordnung hervorgehende Videosi-
gnal dargestellt sind, aus demselben, durch die
ursprüngliche Bildinformation dargestellten
Vollbild stammt,
einer Einrichtung zur Verarbeitung des aus der
Umsetzung hervorgehenden Videosignals in
ein aus einer Kombination hervorgehendes Vi-
deosignal und zum speziellen Kombinieren je-
des durch das aus der Umordnung hervorge-
hende Videosignal dargestellten Paars eines
ungeradzahligen Teilbilds und eines nachfol-
genden geradzahligen Teilbilds zu einem durch
das aus der Kombination hervorgegangene Vi-
deosignal dargestellten Vollbild, und
einer Einrichtung zum Ausdünnen von durch
das aus der Kombination hervorgehende Vi-
deosignal dargestellten Vollbildern und dabei
Umsetzen des aus der Kombination hervorge-
henden Videosignals in ein aus der Umsetzung
hervorgehendes Videosignal, das eine vorbe-
stimmte Bildfrequenz aufweist.

2. Einrichtung zur Umsetzung der Bildfrequenz nach
Einspruch 1, ferner mit:

einer Einrichtung zum Erfassen einer Ände-
rung einer durch das Eingangsvideosignal dar-
gestellten Szene,
einer Einrichtung zum Schätzen eines grad-
zahligen Teilbilds aus einem unmittelbar vor-
hergehenden und durch das aus der Umord-
nung hervorgehende Videosignal dargestellten
ungeradzahligen Teilbild durch einen Interpola-
tionsvorgang, wenn mittels der Erfassungsein-
richtung eine Änderung der Szene erfaßt wird,
und
einer Einrichtung zum Ersetzen eines tatsäch-
lichen, durch das aus der Umordnung hervor-
gehende Videosignal dargestellten geradzahli-
gen Teilbilds durch das mittels der Schätzein-
richtung geschätzte geradzahlige Teilbild.

3. Verfahren zur Umsetzung einer Bildfrequenz eines
Eingangsvideosignals, das aus einer 2-3-Umset-
zung einer ursprünglichen Bildinformation hervor-
geht, wobei das Verfahren die folgenden Schritte
umfaßt:

Umordnen von durch das Eingangsvideosignal
dargestellten Teilbildern und dabei Umsetzen
des Eingangsvideosignals in ein aus der Um-
ordnung hervorgehendes Videosignal, wobei
jedes Paar eines ungeradzahligen Teilbilds und
eines nachfolgenden geradzahligen Teilbilds,
die durch das aus der Umordnung hervorge-
hende Videosignal dargestellt sind, aus dem-
selben, durch die ursprüngliche Bildinformation
dargestellten Vollbild stammt,
Verarbeiten des aus der Umordnung hervorge-
henden Videosignals in ein aus einer Kombina-
tion hervorgehendes Videosignal und insbe-
sondere Kombinieren jedes Paars eines aus
dem aus der Umordnung hervorgehenden Vi-
deosignal dargestellten ungeradzahligen Teil-
bilds und eines nachfolgenden geradzahligen
Teilbilds in ein durch das aus der Kombination
hervorgehende Videosignal dargestelltes Voll-
bild, und
Ausdünnen von durch das aus der Kombination
hervorgehende Videosignal dargestellten Voll-
bildern und dabei Umsetzen des aus der Kom-
bination hervorgehenden Videosignals in ein
aus der Umsetzung hervorgehendes Videosi-
gnal, das eine vorbestimmte Bildfrequenz auf-
weist.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, ferner mit den Schrit-
ten:

Erfassen einer Änderung einer mittels des Ein-
gangsvideosignals dargestellten Szene,
Schätzen eines geradzahligen Teilbilds aus ei-
nem unmittelbar vorhergehenden und durch
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das aus der Umordnung hervorgehende Video-
signal dargestellten ungeradzahligen Teilbilds
mittels eines Interpolationsvorgangs, wenn ei-
ne Änderung der Szene erfaßt wird, und
Ersetzen eines durch das aus der Umordnung
hervorgehende Videosignal dargestellten Teil-
bilds durch das geschätzte geradzahlige Teil-
bild.

Revendications

1. Appareil de conversion de fréquence image destiné
à un signal vidéo d'entrée résultant d'une conver-
sion 2-3 d'une information image originale, compre-
nant:

un moyen destiné à réorganiser les trames re-
présentées par le signal vidéo d'entrée, et de
ce fait à convertir le signal vidéo d'entrée en un
signal vidéo résultant de la réorganisation,
dans lequel chaque paire d'une trame impaire
et d'une trame paire suivante représentée par
le signal vidéo résultant de la réorganisation
provient d'une même image représentée par
l'information image originale;

un moyen destiné à transformer le signal de vi-
déo résultant de la réorganisation en un signal
vidéo résultant d'une combinaison, et précisé-
ment à combiner chaque paire d'une trame im-
paire et d'une trame paire suivante représentée
par le signal vidéo résultant de la réorganisa-
tion en une image représentée par le signal vi-
déo résultant de la combinaison; et

un moyen destiné à éliminer certaines des ima-
ges représentées par le signal vidéo résultant
de la combinaison, et de ce fait à convertir le
signal vidéo résultant de la combinaison en un
signal vidéo résultant d'une conversion qui a
une fréquence image prédéterminée.

2. L'appareil de conversion de fréquence image de la
revendication 1, comprenant en outre:

un moyen destiné à détecter un changement
dans une scène représentée par le signal vidéo
d'entrée;

un moyen destiné à estimer une trame paire à
partir d'une trame impaire immédiatement pré-
cédente représentée par le signal vidéo résul-
tant de la réorganisation au moyen d'un proces-
sus d'interpolation quand le changement dans
la scène est détecté par le moyen de détection;
et

un moyen destiné à remplacer une trame paire
réelle représentée par le signal vidéo résultant
de la réorganisation par la trame paire estimée
par le moyen d'estimation.

3. Procédé destiné à convertir la fréquence image
d'un signal vidéo d'entrée résultant d'une conver-
sion 2-3 d'une information image originale, le pro-
cédé comprenant les étapes consistant à:

réorganiser les trames représentées par le si-
gnal vidéo d'entrée, et de ce fait convertir le si-
gnal vidéo d'entrée en un signal vidéo résultant
d'une réorganisation, dans lequel chaque paire
d'une trame impaire et d'une trame paire sui-
vante représentée par le signal vidéo résultant
de la réorganisation provient d'une même ima-
ge représentée par l'information image origina-
le;

transformer le signal vidéo résultant de la réor-
ganisation en un signal vidéo résultant d'une
combinaison, et précisément combiner chaque
paire d'une trame impaire et d'une trame paire
suivante représentée par le signal vidéo résul-
tant de la réorganisation en une image repré-
sentée par le signal vidéo résultant de la com-
binaison; et

éliminer certaines des images représentées
par le signal vidéo résultant de la combinaison,
et de ce fait convertir le signal vidéo résultant
de la combinaison en un signal vidéo résultant
d'une conversion, qui a une fréquence image
prédéterminée.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, comprenant en
outre les étapes consistant à:

détecter un changement dans une scène repré-
sentée par le signal vidéo d'entrée;

estimer une trame paire à partir d'une trame im-
paire immédiatement précédente représentée
par le signal vidéo résultant de la réorganisa-
tion au moyen d'un processus d'interpolation
quand le changement dans la scène est détec-
té; et

remplacer une trame paire réelle représentée
par le signal vidéo résultant de la réorganisa-
tion par la trame paire estimée.
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