
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
37

4 
07

4
B

1
*EP003374074B1*

(11) EP 3 374 074 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
30.12.2020 Bulletin 2020/53

(21) Application number: 16797609.1

(22) Date of filing: 10.11.2016

(51) Int Cl.:
B01J 8/06 (2006.01) C07C 47/04 (2006.01)

B01J 8/04 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/GB2016/053509

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2017/081464 (18.05.2017 Gazette 2017/20)

(54) APPARATUS AND PROCESS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF FORMALDEHYDE

VORRICHTUNG UND VERFAHREN ZUR HERSTELLUNG VON FORMALDEHYD

APPAREIL ET PROCÉDÉ POUR LA PRODUCTION DE FORMALDÉHYDE

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 13.11.2015 GB 201520078
04.05.2016 GB 201607783

(43) Date of publication of application: 
19.09.2018 Bulletin 2018/38

(73) Proprietor: Johnson Matthey Public Limited 
Company
London EC4A 4AB (GB)

(72) Inventors:  
• HOLMBERG, Johan Björn Mattias

28480 Perstorp (SE)

• MAGNUSSON, Andreas Erik Johan
28480 Perstorp (SE)

(74) Representative: Bown, Mark Richard et al
Johnson Matthey PLC 
Intellectual Property Department 
P.O. Box 1 
Belasis Avenue
Billingham, Cleveland TS23 1LB (GB)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 1 707 259 WO-A2-2015/121611
US-A- 4 343 954 US-A- 5 959 154
US-A- 5 986 146 US-A1- 2015 086 437



EP 3 374 074 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
and process for the production of formaldehyde. More
particularly, the invention relates to an apparatus and
process for the production of formaldehyde by catalytic
oxidative dehydrogenation using a mixed oxide catalyst
such as an FeMo catalyst. More particularly, but not ex-
clusively, the invention relates to an apparatus and proc-
ess for the production of formaldehyde by catalytic oxi-
dative dehydrogenation of methanol using a mixed oxide
catalyst such as an FeMo catalyst.

Background

[0002] Formaldehyde can be produced by the catalytic
oxidative dehydrogenation of methanol. Processes for
carrying out such production are known, for example from
WO9632189 or US2504402. The catalyst typically com-
prises molybdenum and iron oxides. Formaldehyde can
also be produced by a mix of catalytic oxidative dehydro-
genation and catalytic dehydrogenation of methanol us-
ing a silver or copper catalyst. The present invention is
concerned with the production of formaldehyde by cata-
lytic oxidative dehydrogenation using mixed oxide cata-
lysts. The reaction to form formaldehyde from methanol
over mixed oxide catalysts is exothermic. The reaction
may be carried out in an isothermal reactor, typically a
tubular reactor, in which the heat of the reaction is re-
moved by a heat transfer fluid. It will be understood that
so-called "isothermal" reactors are typically pseudo iso-
thermal in that the temperature varies along the length
of the reactor despite the cooling provided to remove the
heat of the reaction. Such reactors may also be termed
"cooled" reactors. The reaction may also be carried out
in an adiabatic reactor, in which heat is not removed and
the temperature of the reactor contents increases as they
pass through the reactor. Whichever reactor type is used,
overtime the catalyst ages, becomes less effective and
needs replacing. Replacing the catalyst in a tubular re-
actor may take 4-5 days, during which time the reactor
is shut down and revenue is being lost.
[0003] Most commercial plants today producing for-
maldehyde over mixed oxide catalysts are based on iso-
thermal tubular reactors. The isothermal tubular reactor
would typically be fed with up to 11 vol% methanol. Above
that level a shortage of oxygen can lead to premature
aging of the catalyst. The tubular reactors may be ar-
ranged in series, which can enable a higher methanol
feed to be used than with a single reactor.
[0004] An adiabatic ’post-reactor’ may also be added
downstream of the isothermal tubular reactor. Such an
adiabatic reactor is aimed at increasing the conversion
of the methanol by compensating for inefficiency of the
catalyst in the isothermal tubular reactor.
[0005] EP1707259, WO2015/121611, and

US2015/086437 disclose prior art reactor systems and
methods for chemical reactions.
[0006] Preferred embodiments of the present invention
seek to overcome one or more of the above disadvan-
tages of the prior art. In particular, preferred embodi-
ments of the present invention seek to provide an im-
proved apparatus and process for the production of for-
maldehyde.

Summary of Invention

[0007] According to a first aspect of the invention, there
is provided an apparatus for the production of formalde-
hyde, the apparatus comprising a cooled tubular reactor
section having a first inlet, a first outlet and a plurality of
tubes each having a first end in fluid communication with
the first inlet and a second end in fluid communication
with the first outlet, the plurality of tubes configured to
contain, in use, a first catalyst for the production of for-
maldehyde by catalytic oxidative dehydrogenation, the
apparatus being characterised in that the apparatus fur-
ther comprises a pre-reactor section having an inlet and
having an outlet in fluid communication with the first inlet
of the cooled tubular reactor section, the pre-reactor sec-
tion being configured to contain, in use, an adiabatic cat-
alyst bed comprising a second catalyst for the production
of formaldehyde by catalytic oxidative dehydrogenation,
wherein the apparatus comprises a turbocharger to pres-
surize gas entering the apparatus and wherein the ap-
paratus comprises an emissions control system for the
combustion of waste gas from the production of the for-
maldehyde and the turbocharger is connected to the
emissions control system such that the turbocharger can
be powered by energy in the waste gas leaving the emis-
sions control system.
[0008] Thus the invention provides an adiabatic pre-
reactor section arranged upstream of the cooled tubular
reactor section. The provision of an adiabatic pre-reactor
section is advantageous in that it may be significantly
faster to replace the catalyst in the pre-reactor section.
The catalyst bed in the pre-reactor section is preferably
a packed bed of catalyst, which can be removed and
replaced in a few hours. That is very much quicker than
the 4-5 day replacement time of the catalyst in the tubes
of the tubular reactor. The upstream catalyst ages more
quickly. In prior tubular reactors, the aging of the catalyst
near the start of the tubes dominated the catalyst replace-
ment cycle requirements. In the present invention, the
catalyst in the pre-reactor section can be changed more
often, with a short replacement time, and the catalyst in
the tubular reactor section can be replaced at longer in-
tervals. The result is that long shut down periods to re-
place the catalyst in the tubes are only needed at much
wider time intervals. The presence of the pre-reactor sec-
tion may also reduce the heat load on the cooled tubular
reactor section (i.e. the heat generated by the reaction
in the cooled tubular reactor section, which needs to be
removed on the shell side of the cooled tubular reactor
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section). Thus the invention advantageously permits ex-
isting plants with cooled tubular reactor sections with
short tubes to be upgraded to increase capacity. The
invention also advantageously allows better temperature
control in the cooled tubular reactor section. In prior art
reactors, the heat transfer fluid temperature needed to
account for the high levels of heat resulting from the high
reaction rate in the early part of the tubes. However, with
a pre-reactor section present, the initial reaction rate in
the cooled tubular reactor section can be lower and the
heat transfer fluid can be better adjusted to the heat gen-
eration along the entire length of the tube. The invention
also advantageously increases average yields over an
extended period of time, for example on a yearly basis,
because of the ability to replace the catalyst in the pre-
reactor section more frequently. In the past, the length
of time required for a catalyst load may have led to a
balance between decreasing yield and the cost of a shut
down. In the present invention, the catalyst in the cooled
tubular reactor section lasts for a longer time, and the
catalyst in the pre-reactor section can be kept refreshed
by more frequent changes that are more rapidly accom-
plished. As a result, the overall aging of the catalyst is
reduced and the average yield over an extended period
of time is increased. Preferably the invention permits av-
erage yield increases of up to 0.5% over prior art systems
and up to 2% immediately after re-loading the catalyst in
the adiabatic pre-reactor section compared to prior art
systems without a re-load at that point.
[0009] The cooled tubular reactor section is preferably
a heat transfer fluid cooled tubular reactor section. Pref-
erably the cooled tubular reactor section further compris-
es a shell surrounding the plurality of tubes and having
at least one second inlet and at least one second outlet
for passing heat transfer fluid through the shell in use.
Thus the cooled tubular reactor section may be a tubular
reactor section having a first inlet, a first outlet and a
plurality of tubes each having a first end in fluid commu-
nication with the first inlet and a second end in fluid com-
munication with the first outlet, the plurality of tubes con-
figured to contain, in use, a first catalyst for the production
of formaldehyde by catalytic oxidative dehydrogenation,
the cooled tubular reactor section further comprising a
shell surrounding the tubes and configured to contain a
heat transfer medium, for example a heat transfer fluid.
The cooled tubular reactor section may be configured
such that, in use, the heat transfer medium removes heat
generated in the tubes. For example, the shell may have
at least one second inlet and at least one second outlet
for passing heat transfer fluid through the shell in use.
Preferably the tubes contain the first catalyst.
[0010] The pre-reactor section is configured to contain,
in use, an adiabatic catalyst bed. Preferably the pre-re-
actor section comprises the adiabatic catalyst bed. Pref-
erably the catalyst bed is a packed bed comprising the
second catalyst. Preferably the catalyst bed is a single
bed. That is, the catalyst bed is not a tubular arrangement
but instead is a packed bed of catalyst extending across

the flow path. In some embodiments that catalyst bed
may comprise a small number, for example 2 or 3 or 4
beds in parallel. However, the catalyst bed is not a tubular
bed and there is not provision for heat removal from within
the catalyst bed. Thus the catalyst bed is said to be an
adiabatic catalyst bed. It will be appreciated that the
speed of replacement of the catalyst bed compared to a
tubular bed is important. Thus the catalyst bed may be
arranged such that it can be replaced in no more than 4,
preferably 3 and more preferably 2 hours. That may be
achieved by having a single packed bed or a small
number, for example, 2 or 3 or 4, of beds in parallel.
[0011] The second catalyst may be the same as the
first catalyst, or it may be different from the first catalyst.
Either or both of the first or second catalysts may com-
prise a mixture, or structured arrangement, such as lay-
ers, of one or more catalysts. That may be advantageous
in providing different catalysts at different parts of the
reactors to optimise performance. Thus the first catalyst
may be a single catalyst or it may be a mixture of cata-
lysts. The second catalyst may be a single catalyst or a
mixture of catalysts. The first or second catalyst may be
mixed with non-active components such as ceramic
rings. The first and second catalysts are catalysts for the
production of formaldehyde by catalytic oxidative dehy-
drogenation. Preferably either or both of the catalysts are
catalysts for the production of formaldehyde by catalytic
oxidative dehydrogenation of methanol. Preferably the
catalysts are mixed oxide catalysts, for example FeMo
catalysts.
[0012] Preferably the cross-sectional area (i.e. the ar-
ea perpendicular to the general flow direction) of the cat-
alyst bed of the pre-reactor section is substantially the
same as the tubular cross-sectional area of the cooled
tubular reactor section (i.e. the sum of the cross-sectional
areas of the tubes). For example the cross-sectional area
of the catalyst bed of the pre-reactor section may be in
the range of 50% to 150%, and preferably 70% to 130%,
of the tubular cross-sectional area of the cooled tubular
reactor section. In some embodiments the apparatus
may comprise a plurality of cooled tubular reactor sec-
tions arranged in parallel with the outlet of the pre-reactor
section being in communication with the first inlet of each
of the cooled tubular reactor sections. In such embodi-
ments, the tubular cross-sectional area of the cooled tu-
bular reactor sections will be understood as being the
sum of the cross sectional areas of each cooled tubular
reactor section (i.e. the sum of the cross-sectional areas
of the tubes in all the parallel tubular reactor sections).
[0013] In some embodiments the pre-reactor section
and the cooled tubular reactor section may be housed in
series in a single vessel. Cooling apparatus, such as cool-
ing coils, may be arranged between the sections. Pref-
erably the pre-reactor section is in a separate vessel to
the cooled tubular reactor section. Thus the apparatus
may comprise a pre-reactor containing the pre-reactor
section and a cooled tubular reactor containing the
cooled tubular reactor section. Preferably the apparatus
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includes a bypass across the pre-reactor. In that way the
apparatus can be operated with the pre-reactor isolated
while the catalyst in the pre-reactor is replenished, thus
further increasing the productivity of the apparatus.
[0014] Preferably the apparatus includes a heat ex-
changer connected to the inlet and the outlet of the pre-
reactor such that, in use, the gas leaving the pre-reactor
is used to heat the feed to the pre-reactor. Advantageous-
ly, that cools the gas before it is passed to the cooled
tubular reactor and heats the feed to the desired temper-
ature at the inlet to the pre-reactor. Preferably the appa-
ratus further comprises a bypass valve connected be-
tween an input and an output of the heat exchanger such
that some or all of a stream exiting the pre-reactor can
be diverted so as to bypass the heat exchanger. Such a
bypass valve may advantageously allow control of the
temperature of the stream passed to the inlet of the pre-
reactor. The apparatus of the invention advantageously
allows the temperature of the pre-reactor to be controlled
by adjusting the inlet temperature to that reactor. Thus
the temperature in the pre-reactor may be different from
the temperature in the tubular reactor, allowing further
options for optimising the process. The ability to control
the temperature of the pre-reactor by adjusting the tem-
perature at the inlet and the to reduce the temperature
of the gases between the outlet of the pre-reactor and
the inlet of the cooled tubular reactor permits the process
to run more efficiently, for example by adjusting the con-
ditions as the catalyst ages.
[0015] Preferably the apparatus comprises a steam
generator connected to the outlet of the pre-reactor sec-
tion to generate steam and cool the gases leaving the
pre-reactor section. That may advantageously provide
cooler gases for feeding to the cooled tubular reactor
section and produce useful steam while doing so. In some
embodiments, the steam generator may be connected
to an output of the heat exchanger, so that a stream ex-
iting the pre-reactor section flows in use to the steam
generator via the heat exchanger. In some embodiments
the steam generator may be connected directly (i.e. with-
out an intervening unit operation) to the output of the pre-
reactor section. In such embodiments an output of the
steam generator may be connected to the heat exchang-
er, so that a stream exiting the pre-reactor flows in use
to the heat exchanger via the steam generator. Alterna-
tively in such embodiments, the output of the steam gen-
erator may be connected directly to the first inlet of the
cooled tubular reactor section.
[0016] Preferably the apparatus comprises a further
feed inlet connected to the first inlet of the cooled tubular
reactor section. For example the further feed inlet may
take the form of a valve into a pipe carrying the stream
from the pre-reactor section to the cooled tubular reactor
section. The further feed inlet may be used to add further
methanol to the stream of gases exiting the pre-reactor
section before they are fed to the cooled tubular reactor
section. That may be advantageous in allowing extra
methanol to be added to the process, thus increasing the

formaldehyde product flow leaving the cooled tubular re-
actor section.
[0017] In some embodiments the apparatus may be
provided with a heat exchanger connected to the first
input and the first output of the cooled tubular reactor
section such that heat can be exchanged between
streams flowing to and from the cooled tubular reactor
section. Such arrangements may make advantageous
use of heat in the stream leaving the cooled tubular re-
actor section. In such embodiments the further feed inlet
may be a further feed inlet into the heat exchanger. That
may be advantageous in that heat from the stream leav-
ing the cooled tubular reactor section may be used to
assist in vaporisation of the methanol added through the
further feed inlet.
[0018] The apparatus is provided with a turbocharger
to pressurise gas entering the apparatus. The gas is pres-
surised before it is fed to the pre-reactor section. Thus
the turbocharger is upstream of the pre-reactor section.
The turbocharger is powered by energy from the waste
gas from the production of the formaldehyde. Waste gas-
es from the production are combusted in an emissions
control system and the energy used to power the turbo-
charger. For example, in some embodiments the volume
flow through the apparatus, which is increased by the
exothermic nature of the formaldehyde production and/or
the waste gas combustion, may be used to power the
turbocharger. For example, the apparatus may comprise
an absorber, or other formaldehyde recovery unit, down-
stream of the cooled tubular reactor section, and down-
stream of optional heat exchangers or steam generators,
and an emissions control system downstream of the ab-
sorber. The gases exiting the cooled tubular reactor sec-
tion may pass to the absorber to recover the formalde-
hyde, with the remaining gas exiting the absorber (for
example, the waste gas) being passed to the emissions
control system. In the emissions control system, the
waste gas is preferably burnt, for example by catalytic
incineration, to remove hazardous components. The hot
gas exiting the emissions control system may be passed
to a turbine side of the turbocharger to power the com-
pression of gases entering the apparatus on a compres-
sor side of the turbocharger. The turbine may power the
compressor directly, for example via an axle, or it may
power the compressor indirectly, for example by power-
ing a generator, which in turn provides electrical power
to the compressor. The turbine velocity may be regulated
by means of a throttle valve and/or a bypass stream. A
suitable turbocharger system may be as described in
WO2007111553. The use of such a turbocharger system
is particularly advantageous with a pre-reactor section
as it permits the pre-reactor section to be run at high
pressure without incurring excessive compression costs.
That gives particular benefits in a system according to
the present invention in which a pre-reactor section is
present because the increased pressure increases
throughput and hence production of formaldehyde. In
previous systems that advantage would need to be
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weighed against the decreased catalyst lifetime and the
resulting increase in frequency of shuts down for catalyst
changes. However, in the present invention, the greatest
degradation of catalyst occurs in the pre-reactor section,
where the catalyst can be more straightforwardly
changed. Thus the advantages of high pressure opera-
tion can be realised without the previous accompanying
drawbacks.
[0019] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided a process for producing formaldehyde,
the process comprising feeding a feed stream comprising
methanol to a pre-reactor section operated adiabatically,
at least partially converting methanol in the feed stream
to formaldehyde in the pre-reactor section to produce a
first product stream comprising formaldehyde, feeding
the first product stream to a cooled tubular reactor sec-
tion, and at least partially converting methanol in the first
product stream to formaldehyde in the cooled tubular re-
actor section to produce a second product stream com-
prising formaldehyde, wherein waste gas from the proc-
ess is fed to a turbocharger in which energy in the waste
gas is used to compress a feed gas to the process. Op-
tionally further methanol can be added to the first product
stream, for example by combining the first product stream
with a further methanol containing stream, prior to feed-
ing the first product stream to the cooled tubular reactor
section.
[0020] The pre-reactor section may be operated adia-
batically in that there is no provision made for heat re-
moval from that section.
[0021] Preferably not less than 10% and not more than
100%, in some embodiments not more than 95%, of the
methanol in the feed stream is converted to formaldehyde
in the pre-reactor section. If no extra methanol is added
to the first product stream before it is fed to the cooled
tubular reactor section then preferably not more than
40% of the methanol in the feed stream is converted to
formaldehyde in the pre-reactor section. Such a conver-
sion range advantageously provides the benefits of car-
rying out the initial reaction in a pre-reactor section whose
catalyst can be more easily changed whilst retaining the
heat removal benefits, and the ability to control heat re-
moval in response to catalyst aging, of the cooled tubular
reactor section.
[0022] The process may comprise adding methanol to
the first product stream before feeding it to the cooled
tubular reactor. That may increase the formaldehyde pro-
ductivity of the process. For example up to 30% more
methanol may be fed to the process across the two feed
locations than would be possible in a prior art system
with a single feed.
[0023] In some embodiments, all of the methanol may
be added in the feed stream. That is, in such embodi-
ments, no methanol is added to the first product stream.
Such embodiments may be particularly advantageous
where there is a risk of contaminants in the methanol that
might lead to poisoning of the catalyst. The poisons will
typically affect the first catalyst they come to. In prior art

systems, that catalyst was in tubes and was therefore
difficult and costly to replace. In the present invention the
catalyst most likely to be poisoned is the catalyst in the
pre-reactor section, which is more straightforward to re-
place.
[0024] Preferably the cooled tubular reactor section
comprises a plurality of tubes containing a first catalyst
for the oxidative dehydrogenation of methanol to formal-
dehyde and the process comprises passing the first prod-
uct stream through the tubes to at least partially convert
methanol in the first product stream to formaldehyde.
Preferably the cooled tubular reactor section further com-
prises a shell surrounding the plurality of tubes and the
process comprises removing heat from the tubes using
a heat transfer medium, for example a heat transfer fluid,
in the shell. For example, the process preferably com-
prises passing a heat transfer fluid through the shell to
remove heat from the tubes. Thus the cooled tubular re-
actor section may be a tubular reactor section having a
plurality of tubes containing a first catalyst for the oxida-
tive dehydrogenation of methanol to formaldehyde, the
tubular reactor section further comprising a shell sur-
rounding the tubes and containing a heat transfer medi-
um, for example a heat transfer fluid.
[0025] Preferably the pre-reactor section comprises a
catalyst bed and the process comprises passing the feed
stream through the catalyst bed to at least partially con-
vert methanol in the feed stream to formaldehyde. Pref-
erably the catalyst bed contains a second catalyst for the
oxidative dehydrogenation of methanol to formaldehyde.
Preferably the catalyst bed is a packed bed comprising
the second catalyst.
[0026] The second catalyst may be the same as the
first catalyst, or it may be different from the first catalyst.
Either or both of the first or second catalysts may com-
prise a mixture, or structured arrangement, such as lay-
ers, of one or more catalysts. That may be advantageous
in providing different catalysts at different parts of the
reactors to optimise performance. Thus the first catalyst
may be a single catalyst or it may be a mixture of cata-
lysts. The second catalyst may be a single catalyst or a
mixture of catalysts. Preferably the first and second cat-
alysts are mixed oxide catalysts, such as FeMo catalysts.
[0027] Preferably the catalyst in the pre-reactor section
is changed more often than the catalyst in the cooled
tubular reactor section. For example, the catalyst in the
pre-reactor section may be changed from 1 to 5 times,
preferably from 2 to 5 times and yet more preferably from
2 to 3 times, per change of the catalyst in the cooled
tubular reactor section. Preferably the process compris-
es operating the process for a period of time, and replac-
ing the catalyst in the pre-reactor section one or more
times with a fresh catalyst bed during the period of time,
wherein the catalyst in the cooled tubular reactor section
is not replaced during the period of time. Preferably the
process comprises operating the process, operating a
bypass so that the pre-reactor section is isolated from
the process and the feed stream is fed to the cooled tu-
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bular reactor section, replacing the catalyst in the pre-
reactor section, and reversing the operation of the bypass
so that the feed stream is once more fed to the pre-reactor
section. The pre-reactor section is thus removed from
the process to replace the catalyst and then returned to
the process after the catalyst is replaced. The period of
time may for example be a month, or 3 months or pref-
erably 6 months.
[0028] The process comprises feeding waste gas from
the process to a turbocharger and using energy in the
waste gas to compress feed gas to the process via the
turbocharger. Preferably the feed gas is fresh air. The
feed stream comprising methanol is preferably created
by mixing methanol with the compressed feed gas after
the feed gas is mixed with recycled oxygen lean gas leav-
ing the process. Thus the turbocharger operates to pres-
surise the feed stream comprising methanol, since the
pressurising of the feed gas raises the resulting pressure
of the feed stream comprising methanol. The turbocharg-
er also operates to introduce oxygen to the process by
the introduction of the fresh air. The turbocharger is pref-
erably operated to control the oxygen level and pressure
of the feed stream. Preferably the waste gas is fed to an
emissions control system, where hazardous substances
are removed by combustion, before being passed to the
turbocharger.
[0029] It will be appreciated that features described in
relation to one aspect of the invention may be equally
applicable in another aspect of the invention. For exam-
ple, features described in relation to the apparatus of the
invention, may be equally applicable to the process of
the invention, and vice versa. Some features may not be
applicable to, and may be excluded from, particular as-
pects of the invention.

Description of the Drawings

[0030] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described, by way of example, and not in any limitative
sense, with reference to the accompanying drawings, of
which:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment
of the present invention;
Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of another embod-
iment of the present invention;
Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of another embod-
iment of the present invention;
Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of another embod-
iment of the present invention;
Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of another embod-
iment of the present invention;
Figure 6 is a schematic diagram of another embod-
iment of the present invention;
Figure 7 is a schematic diagram of part of another
embodiment of the present invention; and
Figure 8 is a schematic diagram of another part of
the embodiment of Figure 7.

Detailed Description

[0031] In Figure 1 a pre-vaporiser 1 is fed with a feed
stream 3 comprising methanol and a recirculation stream
20. The feed stream 3 and the recirculation stream 20
are mixed and passed through the pre-vaporiser 1 and
a vaporiser 2, which together vaporise and heat the mix-
ture. The vaporised stream is passed to a pre-heater 6
and then to a pre-reactor 7. In the pre-reactor 7 at least
some of the methanol is converted to formaldehyde in a
single adiabatically operated catalyst bed. The stream
leaving the pre-reactor 7 passes through pre-heater 6
and on to a cooled tubular reactor 8. In the pre-heater 6
heat is exchanged between the output and input streams
of the pre-reactor 7 thus cooling the output and heating
the input. A bypass valve 9 permits control of the tem-
perature of the stream entering the pre-reactor 7. Extra
methanol 5 can be added to the stream entering the
cooled tubular reactor 8. In the cooled tubular reactor 8,
methanol remaining from the pre-reactor 7 or added by
the methanol addition 5 is converted to formaldehyde.
The product stream from the tubular reactor 8 passes
through the vaporiser 2, where heat from the product
stream is used to vaporise and heat the mixture of feed
stream 3 and recirculation stream 20, and then on to an
absorber 4 to recover the formaldehyde from the product
stream. Recycled gas from the absorber is mixed with
fresh air to form recirculation stream 20. The recycle im-
proves the yield and reduces the concentration of oxy-
gen, which reduces the explosion risk.
[0032] In Figure 2 a pre-vaporiser 101 is fed with a feed
stream 103 comprising methanol and a recirculation
stream 120. The feed stream 103 and the recirculation
stream 120 are mixed and passed through the pre-va-
poriser 101 and a vaporiser 102, which together vaporise
and heat the mixture. The vaporised stream is passed to
a pre-heater 106 and then to a pre-reactor 107. In the
pre-reactor 107 at least some of the methanol is convert-
ed to formaldehyde in a single adiabatically operated
packed bed of catalyst. The stream leaving the pre-re-
actor 107 passes through a steam generator 112, where
heat from the stream is exchanged with boiler feed water
111 to produce steam 110. A bypass valve 121 is pro-
vided across the steam generator 112. The stream then
passes through pre-heater 106 and on to a cooled tubular
reactor 108. In the pre-heater 106 heat is exchanged
between the output and input streams of the pre-reactor
107 thus cooling the output and heating the input. A by-
pass valve 109 permits control of the temperature of the
stream entering the pre-reactor 107. Extra methanol 105
can be added to the stream entering the cooled tubular
reactor 108. In the tubular reactor 108, methanol remain-
ing from the pre-reactor 107 or added by the methanol
addition 105 is converted to formaldehyde. The product
stream from the cooled tubular reactor 108 passes
through the vaporiser 102, where heat from the product
stream is used to vaporise and heat the mixture of feed
stream 103 and recirculation stream 120, and then on to
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an absorber 104 to recover the formaldehyde from the
product stream. Recycled gas from the absorber is mixed
with fresh air to form recirculation stream 120.
[0033] In Figure 3 a pre-vaporiser 201 is fed with a feed
stream 203 comprising methanol and a recirculation
stream 220. The feed stream 203 and the recirculation
stream 220 are mixed and passed through the pre-va-
poriser 201 and a vaporiser 202, which together vaporise
and heat the mixture. The vaporised stream is passed to
a pre-heater 206 and then to a pre-reactor 207. In the
pre-reactor 207 at least some of the methanol is convert-
ed to formaldehyde in a single adiabatically operated cat-
alyst bed. The stream leaving the pre-reactor 207 passes
through pre-heater 206 where heat is exchanged be-
tween the output and input streams of the pre-reactor
207 thus cooling the output and heating the input. A by-
pass valve 209 permits control of the temperature of the
stream entering the pre-reactor 207. The stream exiting
the pre-heater 206 passes on to a steam generator 215,
where heat from the stream is exchanged with boiler feed
water 213 to produce steam 214. Bypass valves 222 and
223 are provided across the steam generator 215 and
across the pre-heater 206 and steam generator 215. The
stream then passes on to a cooled tubular reactor 208.
Extra methanol 205 can be added to the stream entering
the cooled tubular reactor 208. In the cooled tubular re-
actor 208, methanol remaining from the pre-reactor 207
or added by the methanol addition 205 is converted to
formaldehyde. The product stream from the cooled tu-
bular reactor 208 passes through the vaporiser 202,
where heat from the product stream is used to vaporise
and heat the mixture of feed stream 203 and recirculation
stream 220, and then on to an absorber 204 to recover
the formaldehyde from the product stream. Recycled gas
from the absorber is mixed with fresh air to form recircu-
lation stream 220.
[0034] In Figure 4 a pre-vaporiser 301 is fed with a feed
stream 303 comprising methanol and a recirculation
stream 320. The feed stream 303 and the recirculation
stream 320 are mixed and passed through the pre-va-
poriser 301 and a vaporiser 302, which together vaporise
and heat the mixture. The vaporised stream is passed to
a pre-reactor 307. In the pre-reactor 307 at least some
of the methanol is converted to formaldehyde in a single
adiabatically operated catalyst bed. The stream leaving
the pre-reactor 307 passes to a steam generator 315,
where heat from the stream is exchanged with boiler feed
water 313 to produce steam 314. There is a bypass valve
323 across the steam generator 315. The stream then
passes on to a cooled tubular reactor 308. Extra methanol
305 can be added to the stream entering the cooled tu-
bular reactor 308. In the cooled tubular reactor 308, meth-
anol remaining from the pre-reactor 307 or added by the
methanol addition 305 is converted to formaldehyde. The
product stream from the cooled tubular reactor 308 pass-
es through the vaporiser 302, where heat from the prod-
uct stream is used to vaporise and heat the mixture of
feed stream 303 and recirculation stream 320, and then

on to an absorber 304 to recover the formaldehyde from
the product stream. Recycled gas from the absorber is
mixed with fresh air to form recirculation stream 320.
[0035] In Figure 5 a pre-vaporiser 401 is fed with a feed
stream 403 comprising methanol and a recirculation
stream 420. The feed stream 403 and the recirculation
stream 420 are mixed and passed through the pre-va-
poriser 401 and vaporiser 402, which together vaporise
and heat the mixture. The vaporised stream is passed to
a pre-reactor 407. In the pre-reactor 407 at least some
of the methanol is converted to formaldehyde in a single
adiabatically operated catalyst bed. The stream leaving
the pre-reactor 407 passes through a steam generator
412, where heat from the stream is exchanged with boiler
feed water 411 to produce steam 410. The stream then
passes through pre-heater 402, where heat is exchanged
with the feed stream 403, and on to a vaporiser and gas
cooler 416. There is a bypass valve 421 across the steam
generator 412 and a bypass valve 424 across the pre-
heater 402. Extra methanol 405 can be added to the
stream in the vaporiser and gas cooler 416 and the com-
bined stream fed to a cooled tubular reactor 408. In the
cooled tubular reactor 408, methanol remaining from the
pre-reactor 407 or added by the methanol addition 405
is converted to formaldehyde. The product stream from
the cooled tubular reactor 408 passes through the va-
poriser and gas cooler 416, where heat from the product
stream is exchanged with the stream flowing to the cooled
tubular reactor 408, and then on to an absorber 404 to
recover the formaldehyde from the product stream. Re-
cycled gas from the absorber is mixed with fresh air to
form recirculation stream 420.
[0036] In Figure 6 a pre-vaporiser 501 is fed with a feed
stream 503 comprising methanol and a recirculation
stream 520. The feed stream 503 and the recirculation
stream 520 are mixed and passed through the pre-va-
poriser 501 and a vaporiser 502, which together vaporise
and heat the mixture. The vaporised stream is passed to
a pre-reactor 507. In the pre-reactor 507 at least some
of the methanol is converted to formaldehyde in a single
adiabatically operated catalyst bed. The stream leaving
the pre-reactor 507 passes to a cooled tubular reactor
508. Extra methanol 505 can be added to the stream
entering the cooled tubular reactor 508. In the cooled
tubular reactor 508, methanol remaining from the pre-
reactor 507 or added by the methanol addition 505 is
converted to formaldehyde. The product stream from the
tubular reactor 508 passes through the vaporiser50 2,
where heat from the product stream is used to vaporise
and heat the mixture of feed stream 503 and recirculation
stream 520, and then on to an absorber 504 to recover
the formaldehyde from the product stream. Recycled gas
from the absorber is mixed with fresh air to form recircu-
lation stream 520. In this embodiment a bypass 524 al-
lows the pre-reactor 507 to be isolated from the process
so that the catalyst in the pre-reactor 507 can be changed
while the process continues to operate with the feed be-
ing directed to the cooled tubular reactor 508. Such a
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bypass 524 could also be included on the embodiments
illustrated in the other figures.
[0037] In Figures 7 and 8, fresh air 625 entering the
apparatus is fed to the compression side of a turbocharg-
er 626. The air is compressed, mixed with recycled oxy-
gen lean gas 233 leaving the absorber 204 and fed via
recirculation blowers 632 to the inlet of pre-vaporiser 201
as recirculation stream 220. The apparatus in Figure 8
is the apparatus of Figure 3, with like parts identified by
like numerals. It will be appreciated that the use of the
apparatus of Figure 3 is for example only and that any
of the apparatus of Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 could be
used with the apparatus of Figure 7. In Figure 8 the ab-
sorber 204 is depicted explicitly, with the output 233 from
the absorber 204 being fed back, at point B, into the ap-
paratus of Figure 7. Part of the output 233 from the ab-
sorber 204 is fed to the Emission Control System (ECS)
630. The remainder is recycled and mixed with the com-
pressed air coming from the turbocharger 626. In the
ECS a catalytic incineration is used to remove hazardous
wastes in the gas. In the example ECS 630 shown, the
gas is first pre-heated using waste heat remaining down-
stream of the turbocharger 626 and then incinerated on
a catalyst bed. However, any suitable ECS could be used
and the pre-heat in the ECS could be achieved using
other means. The, now hot, gases exiting the ECS 630
are fed to the turbine side 627 of the turbocharger 626
where they provide the energy to compress the incoming
fresh air 625. The reuse of the energy in this way allows
the fresh air 625 to be pressurised in an economically
feasible way so that the resulting advantages of higher
throughput are not cancelled out by the cost of achieving
the pressurisation. Downstream of the turbine 627, the
gas is optionally passed through a further energy recov-
ery unit 631 before passing through the pre-heater of the
ECS 630 and being vented to atmosphere 629. As stated
above, the heat recovery downstream of the turbine may
be carried out in alternative ways. For example, the en-
ergy recovery unit 631 may be omitted entirely, with all
the energy recovery happening in the pre-heater of the
ECS 630. The provision of the turbocharger 626 allows
higher pressures to be obtained without incurring exces-
sive cost. The pre-reactor 207 permits those high pres-
sures to be used without excessively increasing the shut
down time for catalyst replacement. Combining the tur-
bocharger 626 with the pre-reactor 207 creates a partic-
ularly advantageous high pressure process.
[0038] It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the
art that the above embodiments have been described by
way of example only, and not in any limitative sense, and
that various alterations and modifications are possible
without departure from the scope of the invention as de-
fined by the appended claims. For example, while the
embodiments depicted here show separate pre-reactors
and cooled tubular reactors, the pre-reactor section and
the cooled tubular reactor section could be implemented
as different sections in a single reactor vessel. For ex-
ample the pre-reactor section and the tubular cooled re-

actor section could be arranged one above the other in
a column. In some embodiments the feed stream may
comprise methylal (dimethoxymethane) instead of meth-
anol. Both methanol and methylal may be present in
some embodiments. In some embodiments the pre-va-
poriser may not be present and the vaporising and heat-
ing of the feed stream may be carried out in a single
vaporiser, which may also act as a gas cooler as in the
embodiments described, or in a different way.

Claims

1. An apparatus for the production of formaldehyde,
the apparatus comprising a cooled tubular reactor
section (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) having a first
inlet, a first outlet and a plurality of tubes each having
a first end in fluid communication with the first inlet
and a second end in fluid communication with the
first outlet, the plurality of tubes configured to con-
tain, in use, a first catalyst for the production of for-
maldehyde by catalytic oxidative dehydrogenation,
the apparatus being characterised in that the ap-
paratus further comprises a pre-reactor section (7,
107, 207, 307, 407, 507) having an inlet, and having
an outlet in fluid communication with the first inlet of
the cooled tubular reactor section (8, 108, 208, 308,
408, 508), the pre-reactor section (7, 107, 207, 307,
407, 507) being configured to contain, in use, an ad-
iabatic catalyst bed comprising a second catalyst for
the production of formaldehyde by catalytic oxidative
dehydrogenation, wherein the apparatus comprises
a turbocharger (626) to pressurize gas entering the
apparatus and wherein the apparatus comprises an
emissions control system (630) for the combustion
of waste gas from the production of the formaldehyde
and the turbocharger (626) is connected to the emis-
sions control system (630) such that the turbocharg-
er (626) can be powered by energy in the waste gas
leaving the emissions control system (630).

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the ad-
iabatic catalyst bed is a packed bed of catalyst.

3. An apparatus according to any preceding claim,
wherein the cross-sectional area of the catalyst bed
of the pre-reactor section (7, 107, 207, 307, 407,
507) is in the range of 50% to 150% of the tubular
cross-sectional area of the cooled tubular reactor
section (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508).

4. An apparatus according to any preceding claim
wherein the apparatus comprises a further feed inlet
connected to the first inlet of the cooled reactor (8,
108, 208, 308, 408, 508) such that, in use methanol
can be added between the outlet of the pre-reactor
(7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) and the first inlet of the
cooled tubular reactor (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508).
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5. A process for producing formaldehyde, the process
comprising feeding a feed stream comprising meth-
anol to a pre-reactor section (7, 107, 207, 307, 407,
507) operated adiabatically, at least partially con-
verting methanol in the feed stream to formaldehyde
in the pre-reactor section (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507)
to produce a first product stream comprising formal-
dehyde, feeding the first product stream, optionally
with addition of further methanol, to a cooled tubular
reactor section (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508), and at
least partially converting methanol in the first product
stream to formaldehyde in the cooled tubular reactor
section (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) to produce a
second product stream comprising formaldehyde,
wherein waste gas from the process is fed to a tur-
bocharger (626) in which energy in the waste gas is
used to compress a feed gas to the process.

6. A process according to claim 5 wherein the pre-re-
actor section (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) comprises
a catalyst bed and the cooled tubular reactor section
(8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) comprises tubes con-
taining catalyst and the process comprises operating
the process for a period of time, and replacing the
catalyst bed one or more times with a fresh catalyst
bed during the period of time, wherein the catalyst
in the tubes is not replaced during the period of time.

7. A process according to any of claims 5 to 6, wherein
the process comprises operating the process, oper-
ating a bypass so that the pre-reactor section (7,
107, 207, 307, 407, 507) is isolated from the process
and the feed stream is fed to the cooled tubular re-
actor section (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508), replacing
the catalyst in the pre-reactor section (7, 107, 207,
307, 407, 507), and reversing the operation of the
bypass so that the feed stream is once more fed to
the pre-reactor section.

8. A process according to any of claims 5 to 7, wherein
catalyst in the pre-reactor section (7, 107, 207, 307,
407, 507) is replaced more often than catalyst in the
cooled tubular reactor section (8, 108, 208, 308, 408,
508).

9. A process according to any of claims 5 to 8 wherein
the process comprises adding methanol to the first
product stream before feeding it to the cooled tubular
reactor (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508).

10. An apparatus according to any of claims 1 to 4 for
use in a process according to any of claims 5 to 9.

11. Use of an apparatus according to any of claims 1 to
4 in a process according to any of claims 5 to 9.

12. A process according to any of claims 5 to 9 wherein
the process is carried out in an apparatus according

to any of claims 1 to 4.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zur Herstellung von Formaldehyd, wo-
bei die Vorrichtung einen gekühlten rohrförmigen
Reaktorabschnitt (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) mit
einem ersten Einlass, einem ersten Auslass und ei-
ner Vielzahl von Röhren aufweist, die jeweils ein ers-
tes Ende in Fluidverbindung mit dem ersten Einlass
und ein zweites Ende in Fluidverbindung mit dem
ersten Auslass aufweisen, wobei die Vielzahl von
Röhren so konfiguriert ist, dass sie im Gebrauch ei-
nen ersten Katalysator für die Herstellung von Form-
aldehyd durch katalytische oxidative Dehydrierung
aufweist, wobei die Vorrichtung dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet ist, dass die Vorrichtung darüber hinaus
einen Vorreaktorabschnitt (7, 107, 207, 307, 407,
507) mit einem Einlass und einem Auslass aufweist,
wobei letzterer in Fluidverbindung mit dem ersten
Einlass des gekühlten rohrförmigen Reaktorab-
schnitts (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) ist, wobei der
Vorreaktorabschnitt (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) so
konfiguriert ist, dass er im Gebrauch ein adiabati-
sches Katalysatorbett enthält, das einen zweiten Ka-
talysator für die Herstellung von Formaldehyd durch
katalytische oxidative Dehydrierung aufweist, wobei
die Vorrichtung einen Turbolader (626) aufweist, um
Gas, das in die Vorrichtung eintritt, unter Druck zu
setzen, und wobei die Vorrichtung ein Emissions-
kontrollsystem (630) für die Verbrennung von Abgas
aus der Herstellung des Formaldehyds aufweist und
der Turbolader (626) mit dem Emissionskontrollsys-
tem (630) so verbunden ist, dass der Turbolader
(626) durch Energie in dem Abgas, das das Emissi-
onskontrollsystem (630) verlässt, angetrieben wer-
den kann.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das adiabati-
sche Katalysatorbett ein Katalysator-Festbett ist.

3. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Querschnittfläche des Katalysa-
torbetts des Vorreaktorabschnitts (7, 107, 207, 307,
407, 507) im Bereich von 50 % bis 150 % der rohr-
förmigen Querschnittfläche des gekühlten rohrförmi-
gen Reaktorabschnitts (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508)
liegt.

4. Vorrichtung nach einem vorhergehenden Anspruch,
wobei die Vorrichtung einen weiteren Zuführeinlass
aufweist, der mit dem ersten Einlass des gekühlten
Reaktors (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) so verbunden
ist, dass im Gebrauch Methanol zwischen dem Aus-
lass des Vorreaktors (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507)
und dem ersten Einlass des gekühlten Rohrreaktors
(8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) zugegeben werden
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kann.

5. Verfahren zur Herstellung von Formaldehyd, wobei
das Verfahren umfasst: Einspeisen eines Methanol
aufweisenden Zustroms in einen adiabatisch betrie-
benen Vorreaktorabschnitt (7, 107, 207, 307, 407,
507), wenigstens teilweises Umwandeln von Metha-
nol in dem Zustrom zu Formaldehyd in dem Vorre-
aktorabschnitt (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507), um einen
ersten Produktstrom zu erzeugen, der Formaldehyd
aufweist, Einspeisen des ersten Produktstroms, ge-
gebenenfalls unter Zusatz von weiterem Methanol,
in einen gekühlten rohrförmigen Reaktorabschnitt
(8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508), und wenigstens teilwei-
ses Umwandeln von Methanol in dem ersten Pro-
duktstrom zu Formaldehyd in dem gekühlten rohr-
förmigen Reaktorabschnitt (8, 108, 208, 308, 408,
508), um einen zweiten Produktstrom zu erzeugen,
der Formaldehyd aufweist, wobei Abgas aus dem
Verfahren in einen Turbolader (626) eingespeist
wird, in dem Energie in dem Abgas dazu verwendet
wird, ein in das Verfahren eingespeistes Gas zu ver-
dichten.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Vorreakto-
rabschnitt (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) ein Katalysa-
torbett aufweist und der gekühlte rohrförmige Reak-
torabschnitt (8, 108, 208, 308, 408) Röhren aufweist,
die einen Katalysator enthalten, und das Verfahren
das Betreiben des Verfahrens für eine Zeitdauer und
das Ersetzen des Katalysatorbetts ein oder mehrere
Male durch ein frisches Katalysatorbett während der
Zeitdauer umfasst, wobei der Katalysator in den
Röhren während der Zeitdauer nicht ausgewechselt
wird.

7. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 6, wobei
das Verfahren das Betreiben des Verfahrens, das
Betreiben eines Bypasses umfasst, so dass der Vor-
reaktorabschnitt (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) aus
dem Verfahren isoliert wird und der Zustrom in den
gekühlten rohrförmigen Reaktorabschnitt (8, 108,
208, 308, 408, 508) eingespeist wird, wobei der Ka-
talysator in dem Vorreaktorabschnitt (7, 107, 207,
307, 407, 507) ausgewechselt wird und der Betrieb
des Bypasses umgekehrt wird, so dass der Zustrom
noch einmal in den Vorreaktorabschnitt eingespeist
wird.

8. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 7, wobei
der Katalysator in dem Vorreaktorabschnitt (7, 107,
207, 307, 407, 507) öfter als der Katalysator in dem
gekühlten rohrförmigen Reaktorabschnitt (8, 108,
208, 308, 408, 508) ausgewechselt wird.

9. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 8, wobei
das Verfahren die Zugabe von Methanol zu dem ers-
ten Produktstrom vor dessen Einspeisung in den ge-

kühlten rohrförmigen Reaktorabschnitt (8, 108, 208,
308, 408, 508) umfasst.

10. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4 zur
Verwendung in einem Verfahren nach einem der An-
sprüche 5 bis 9.

11. Verwendung einer Vorrichtung nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 4 in einem Verfahren nach einem der
Ansprüche 5 bis 9.

12. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 9, wobei
das Verfahren in einer Vorrichtung nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 4 durchgeführt wird.

Revendications

1. Appareil pour la production de formaldéhyde, l’ap-
pareil comprenant une section de réacteur tubulaire
refroidie (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508) ayant une pre-
mière entrée, une première sortie et une pluralité de
tubes ayant chacun une première extrémité en com-
munication fluidique avec la première entrée et une
deuxième extrémité en communication fluidique
avec la première sortie, la pluralité de tubes étant
configurés pour contenir, en utilisation, un premier
catalyseur pour la production de formaldéhyde par
déshydrogénation oxydative catalytique, l’appareil
étant caractérisé en ce que l’appareil comprend en
outre une section de pré-réacteur (7, 107, 207, 307,
407, 507) ayant une entrée et ayant une sortie en
communication fluidique avec la première entrée de
la section de réacteur tubulaire refroidie (8, 108, 208,
308, 408, 508), la section de pré-réacteur (7, 107,
207, 307, 407, 507) étant configurée pour contenir,
en utilisation, un lit de catalyseur adiabatique com-
prenant un deuxième catalyseur pour la production
de formaldéhyde par déshydrogénation oxydative
catalytique, dans lequel l’appareil comprend un tur-
bocompresseur (626) pour pressuriser le gaz entrant
dans l’appareil et dans lequel l’appareil comprend
un système de commande d’émissions (630) pour
la combustion du gaz résiduaire provenant de la pro-
duction du formaldéhyde et le turbocompresseur
(626) est relié au système de commande d’émis-
sions (630) de sorte que le turbocompresseur (626)
puisse être alimenté par l’énergie dans le gaz rési-
duaire sortant du système de commande d’émis-
sions (630).

2. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le lit
de catalyseur adiabatique est un lit fixe de cataly-
seur.

3. Appareil selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes, dans lequel l’aire en coupe transversale du lit
de catalyseur de la section de pré-réacteur (7, 107,
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207, 307, 407, 507) se trouve dans la plage allant
de 50% à 150% de l’aire en coupe transversale tu-
bulaire de la section de réacteur tubulaire refroidie
(8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508).

4. Appareil selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes, dans lequel l’appareil comprend une entrée d’ali-
mentation supplémentaire reliée à la première en-
trée du réacteur refroidi (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508)
de sorte qu’en utilisation, du méthanol puisse être
ajouté entre la sortie du pré-réacteur (7, 107, 207,
307, 407, 507) et la première entrée du réacteur tu-
bulaire refroidi (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508).

5. Procédé de production de formaldéhyde, le procédé
comprenant l’amenée d’un courant d’alimentation
comprenant du méthanol à une section de pré-réac-
teur (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) fonctionnant de
manière adiabatique, la conversion au moins partiel-
le du méthanol dans le courant d’alimentation en for-
maldéhyde dans la section de pré-réacteur (7, 107,
207, 307, 407, 507) pour produire un premier courant
de produit comprenant du formaldéhyde, l’amenée
du premier courant de produit, facultativement avec
l’ajout de méthanol supplémentaire, à une section
de réacteur tubulaire refroidie (8, 108, 208, 308, 408,
508), et la conversion au moins partielle du méthanol
dans le premier courant de produit en formaldéhyde
dans la section de réacteur tubulaire refroidie (8,
108, 208, 308, 408, 508) pour produire un deuxième
courant de produit comprenant du formaldéhyde,
dans lequel le gaz résiduaire provenant du procédé
est amené à un turbocompresseur (626) dans lequel
l’énergie dans le gaz résiduaire est utilisée pour com-
primer un gaz d’alimentation du procédé.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la sec-
tion de pré-réacteur (7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507)
comprend un lit de catalyseur et la section de réac-
teur tubulaire refroidie (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508)
comprend des tubes contenant un catalyseur et le
procédé comprend la mise en oeuvre du procédé
pendant une période de temps, et le remplacement
du lit de catalyseur une ou plusieurs fois par un lit
de catalyseur frais pendant la période de temps,
dans lequel le catalyseur dans les tubes n’est pas
remplacé pendant la période de temps.

7. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 5 à 6, dans
lequel le procédé comprend la mise en oeuvre du
procédé, la mise en œuvre d’une dérivation de sorte
que la section de pré-réacteur (7, 107, 207, 307, 407,
507) soit isolée du procédé et le courant d’alimenta-
tion soit amené à la section de réacteur tubulaire
refroidie (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508), le remplace-
ment du catalyseur dans la section de pré-réacteur
(7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507), et l’inversion du fonc-
tionnement de la dérivation de sorte que le courant

d’alimentation soit une fois de plus amené à la sec-
tion de pré-réacteur.

8. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 5 à 7, dans
lequel le catalyseur dans la section de pré-réacteur
(7, 107, 207, 307, 407, 507) est remplacé plus sou-
vent que le catalyseur dans la section de réacteur
tubulaire refroidie (8, 108, 208, 308, 408, 508).

9. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 5 à 8, dans
lequel le procédé comprend l’ajout de méthanol au
premier courant de produit avant de l’amener au
réacteur tubulaire refroidi (8, 108, 208, 308, 408,
508).

10. Appareil selon l’une des revendications 1 à 4 pour
une utilisation dans un procédé selon l’une des re-
vendications 5 à 9.

11. Utilisation d’un appareil selon l’une des revendica-
tions 1 à 4 dans un procédé selon l’une des reven-
dications 5 à 9.

12. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 5 à 9, dans
lequel le procédé est réalisé dans un appareil selon
l’une des revendications 1 à 4.
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