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(54) SYNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR DATA REDUCTION FOR SATELLITES

(57) The invention relates to a preprocessing technique for synthetic radar images. An embodiment of a method is
described for preprocessing synthetic aperture radar images, wherein the method comprises: receiving range-com-
pressed radar data generated from raw radar image data on-board a satellite or an airborne vehicle; generating a
preliminary SAR image by performing a pre-focusing on the range-compressed radar data; extracting image subsectors
from the preliminary SAR image; transmitting the extracted image subsectors to an on-ground portion; reconstructing
the range-compressed radar data pertaining to the extracted image subsectors; and making the range-compressed
radar data pertaining to the extracted image subsectors available for a Nominal synthetic aperture radar processor,
wherein the Nominal synthetic aperture radar processor is configured to generate a focused SAR image having a nominal
value of image resolution that is higher than the resolution of the preliminary SAR image.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention generally relates to the
field of synthetic aperture radar images and in particular,
to a method of preprocessing these signals and a corre-
sponding apparatus for preprocessing these signals.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

1. Discussion of the prior art

[0002] Modern earth observation satellites such as
TerraSAR-X, Sentinel-1, PAZ, Kompsat6, Radarsat2,
and others, carry synthetic aperture radar (SAR) instru-
ments which generate radar images. Raw data is gener-
ated on-board, the data is then downlinked to ground
stations and the downlinked data is processed on ground
to generate complex-valued radar images.
[0003] As today’s images have very high resolution,
the underlying raw data volumes generated by the instru-
ments are extremely large. Looking down from low earth
orbits, ground stations are only visible for several minutes
as the satellite flies over these stations, and only a limited
number of image raw data sets can be linked down to
the ground.
[0004] This bottleneck has been present for many
years, and it consistently limits the targeted output of
many missions. Solutions are urgently sought.
[0005] There exist two principle solutions: either the
data rates of the transmission channels are increased
via a direct downlink or via indirect one such as a data
relay satellite such as ESA’s EDRS; or a data reduction
procedure is implemented on-board, with the purpose of
decreasing the data volumes required to process the final
image on the ground.
[0006] The present invention addresses the second
approach of decreasing the data volumes. In the future,
even in the presence of solutions relating to increasing
the data rates of transmission, an efficient data reduction
method will remain the preferred choice of many missions
which cannot rely on the infrastructure provided by the
former solutions for reasons of security and privacy, or
of cost and convenience.
[0007] The application of a so-called "Smartfilter" (e.g.
EP 3 021 135 B1) provides lossless data reduction. The
filter reduces bandwidth at the beginning and ends of
each rangeline, allowing a reduction of signal sampling
rate and thus data rate. The eliminated frequency bands
are data associated with targets external to the scene
imaged by the SAR sensor. However, the processing re-
sources required on-board are demanding and a poten-
tial future increase in processing power available on
board will not enable an improved data reduction factor
by this approach. Another disadvantage of the Smartfilter
is the dependency of the data reduction factor on the
parameters of the data take. It is for example most effi-

cient when the radar pulse length is large in relation to
the swath width.
[0008] The method of Block Adaptive Quantization
(BAQ) or synonymously Block Floating Point Quantiza-
tion (BFPQ) has been known for several decades. It has
been implemented for instance on the TerraSAR-X sat-
ellite. A more recent advancement of this method is called
Flexible Dynamic Block Adaptive Quantization (FDBAQ)
and has been implemented on ESA’s Sentinel-1 satellite.
Both methods are based on adaptive quantization of ra-
dar raw data. This compression algorithm is applied to
the raw data without further processing needs, and it can
be parametrized for low compression loss (Signal-to-
Compression-Noise-Power-Ratio e.g. SCNR > 20 dB).
Implementation is on FPGA and low processing power
is required on-board. The major disadvantage is a low
compression factor on the order of 2-3. This low com-
pression rate cannot be increased by providing additional
processing power on-board. A further disadvantage is
some residual compression noise which can deteriorate
image quality in dark regions with isolated strong targets.
Further information about BAQ can be found in J. Cur-
lander, R. McDonough, "Synthetic Aperture Radar",
1991, ISBN 0-471-85770-X and further information about
the FDBAQ can be found in E. Attema et al., "Flexible
Dynamic Block Adaptive Quantization for Sentinel-1 SAR
Missions," in IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Let-
ters, vol. 7, no. 4, pp. 766-770, Oct. 2010.

2. Technical problem to be solved

[0009] A technical problem solved by the present in-
vention is the reduction of the data volumes which need
to be transmitted to the ground per ordered SAR image,
preferably by a significant factor such as 10 or more.
[0010] A truly lossless data reduction of the raw data
of a full image is not feasible at all as the information
content of the processed, final, complex-valued SAR im-
age is not significantly smaller than that of the underlying
raw data set. This is mainly due to the random behavior
of the phase of the image signal.
[0011] On the other hand, many images do comprise
information, which, from a user’s viewpoint, is useless.
An example is ship detection in satellite-based, maritime
radar images. Only the relatively small image sectors
containing ships are in demand, while the rest of the im-
age is wasted information. The same is true for many
terrestrial images, where vast areas of desert or forest
in many instances are of no interest. A simple data re-
duction approach could be applied if the image sectors
in demand could be extracted on-board, and only these
data sets were transmitted to the ground in a lossless
procedure. However, this approach fails due to the lack
of on-board processing power with which to transform
the raw data of the instrument into focussed SAR images.
An extraction of that raw data set which is required to
process a particular small subsector of the image, without
any focusing, is not an efficient procedure. A moderate
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reduction of raw data without focusing is possible in the
range direction of the data, but the efficiency of this meas-
ure is limited by the range walk of the signal. No reduction
whatsoever is possible in the azimuth direction for staring
spotlight modes, where each point target in the scene
requires information from every range-line in the data
take.
[0012] The present invention is based on the imple-
mentation of a SAR preprocessor which performs an ear-
ly bulk focusing task with an image resolution which may
be a factor 10 or 100 worse than what is nominally re-
quired. This SAR preprocessor may significantly reduce
computing power and hardware resources compared to
a Nominal SAR processor, and thus can be implemented
for satellite on-board use in the future as processing tech-
nology matures. The comparably low resolution of the
on-board images may suffice to extract the desired image
subsectors from the full image. Only these desired sub-
sectors may then be transmitted in small data volumes
while the remainder of the image is discarded.
[0013] The preprocessor according to the invention
may apply fully reversible algorithms, with the exception
of this final discarding of irrelevant parts of the image.
This is so because like in the Nominal SAR Processor,
the phase of the signal may always be maintained. Since
no information from within the subsectors may be lost,
on-ground the received data volumes can be processed
to give full resolution.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014] The invention is set out in the independent
claims. Specific embodiments of the invention are out-
lined in the dependent claims.
[0015] According to a first aspect, a method for pre-
processing synthetic aperture radar images is described.
The method comprises receiving range-compressed ra-
dar data generated from raw radar image data on-board
a satellite or any type of airborne vehicle. The method
may comprise a pre-focusing step. The method compris-
es generating a preliminary synthetic aperture radar
(SAR) image from the range-compressed radar data. In
other words, the method comprises a step of generating
a preliminary SAR image by performing a pre-focusing
on the range-compressed radar data. This may result in
a preliminary SAR image at an image resolution which
is lower than the resolution generated by a Nominal SAR
processor but is sufficient to identify any image subsec-
tors of interest in the SAR image. The method further
comprises extracting image subsectors from the prelim-
inary SAR image, e.g. from the data outputted by the pre-
focusing step. The method further comprises transmitting
the extracted image subsectors to an on-ground portion,
e.g. a satellite ground station. There, the range-com-
pressed radar data pertaining to the extracted image sub-
sectors can be reconstructed and made available to a
Nominal synthetic aperture radar processor able to gen-
erate a final SAR image at a nominal image resolution

that may be e.g. considerably higher than pre-focused
SAR image generated on-board. In this context, the
method comprises the step of reconstructing the range-
compressed radar data pertaining to the extracted image
subsectors. Further, the method comprises making the
range-compressed radar data pertaining to the extracted
image subsectors available for a Nominal synthetic ap-
erture radar processor, wherein the Nominal synthetic
aperture radar processor is configured to generate a fo-
cused SAR image having a nominal value of image res-
olution that is higher than the resolution of the preliminary
SAR image.
[0016] The method according to the first aspect may
alternatively be described as follows in this paragraph.
The method may comprise receiving range-compressed
radar data. The method may comprise performing a pre-
focusing on the range-compressed radar data. Perform-
ing the pre-focusing results in a preliminary synthetic ap-
erture radar (SAR) image at a reduced resolution com-
pared to a nominal value. The method comprises extract-
ing image subsectors from the preliminary SAR image.
The method comprises transmitting the extracted image
subsectors. The extracted image subsectors may be
transmitted to an on-ground portion, e.g. a satellite
ground station. The method comprises receiving the im-
age subsectors. The method comprises reconstructing
the range-compressed radar data pertaining to the ex-
tracted image subsectors. The method comprises feed-
ing the output data to a Nominal synthetic aperture radar
processor.
[0017] The pre-focusing step resembles known SAR
focusing processing algorithms but is simplified to retain
only the basic algorithmic steps. Such algorithms as such
and their efficient implementation will be known to the
person skilled in the art.
[0018] Extracting image subsectors from the data out-
putted by the pre-focusing step may allow only the sub-
sectors with relevant data to be sent to ground. This may
lead to considerably reduction of downlink volume and
bandwidth requirements compared to known SAR satel-
lite systems. On the other hand, as the raw data may be
reconstructed on-ground, no information from within the
extracted subsectors may be lost and therefore, full res-
olution can be achieved by the Nominal synthetic aper-
ture radar processor that uses the output data of the pre-
processing method according to the invention as input
data.
[0019] In some examples, a first Fast Fourier Trans-
form is performed on the data received from the range
compression, a first correction is performed on the data
outputted by the first Fast Fourier Transform and a first
Inverse Fast Fourier Transform is performed on the data
received from the first correction.
[0020] This may allow for the data to be preprocessed
in a format that allows for lower hardware requirements
in the device that may use this method. It may also allow
for a reduced power usage in the device.
[0021] In some further examples, the first Fast Fourier
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Transform and/or the first Inverse Fast Fourier Transform
is an azimuth Transform.
[0022] Performing a first azimuth Fast Fourier Trans-
form (FFT) on the received data may allow the data to
be converted into the frequency domain. The data may
then be worked on in further steps of the method. An
advantage of this frequency domain data may be that it
allows for more efficient bulk focusing of the received
data. In turn, this may lead to a far simpler architecture
of the device that uses this method. The device may re-
quire less power to run and may have simpler on-board
interfaces than currently known SAR processors.
[0023] Performing a first correction on the data output-
ted by the first azimuth FFT may allow for more accurate
data retrieval. As a result, this may lead to fewer losses
in the method.
[0024] Performing a first azimuth Inverse Fast Fourier
Transform on the data received from the first correction
may allow for the data to be transmitted in the same for-
mat it was received in. This may allow the method to
achieve the required pre-focusing.
[0025] In some examples, this portion of the method
takes place on-board a satellite. This may allow for a
reduced power usage on the satellite and reduced on-
board preprocessor requirements when compared to
known SAR processors and preprocessors.
[0026] In some examples, after the data is transmitted,
image subsector zero-padding is performed on the re-
ceived data from the image subsector extraction and the
data is subjected to an inverse synthetic aperture radar
preprocessing in order to reverse the process steps of
the pre-focusing step. Thereby, the raw data existing be-
fore the pre-focusing step was applied, may be recon-
structed. The data may comprise the selected image sub-
sectors.
[0027] Subjecting the data related to the selected im-
age subsectors, to an inverse synthetic aperture radar
preprocessing and thereby reconstructing the original
raw data may allow for known SAR processors to now
process the preprocessed data. This in turn may mean
that the disclosed method is compatible with known SAR
processors and that the known processors may not need
to be altered in order to incorporate the disclosed method.
[0028] In some examples, this portion of the method
is performed in an on-ground portion. This may allow for
a reduced power usage in the satellite portion as the en-
tire method may not be performed on-board. It may also
allow for lower hardware requirements on-board the sat-
ellite.
[0029] In some examples, after the image subsector
zero-padding is performed, a second Fast Fourier Trans-
form is performed on the data received from the image
subsector zero-padding, a second correction is per-
formed on the data outputted by the second Fast Fourier
Transform, and a second Inverse Fast Fourier Transform
is performed on the data received from the second cor-
rection.
[0030] This may allow for the data to be preprocessed

in a format that allows reconstruction of the data in raw
format.
[0031] In some further examples, the second Fast Fou-
rier Transform and/or the second Inverse Fast Fourier
Transform is an azimuth Transform.
[0032] Performing a second azimuth Fast Fourier
Transform on the data received from the image subsector
zero-padding may allow the data to be converted once
again into the frequency domain. This may allow data to
be more efficiently bulk focused leading to the device
using the method to use less power and have simpler
interfaces.
[0033] Performing a second correction on the data out-
putted by the second azimuth Fast Fourier Transform
may allow for the preprocessed data to reconstruct the
original uncorrected format. This secondary correction
may additionally allow for the data to be modulated into
a form that can be used for further method steps and/or
a form that can be used in a Nominal SAR processor.
[0034] Performing a second azimuth Inverse Fast Fou-
rier Transform on the data received from the second cor-
rection may allow for the data to be transmitted in the
same format it was received in. This may allow the meth-
od to be compatible with known on-ground SAR proces-
sors as the known processors may still receive data in
the same format as they would normally.
[0035] In some examples, the preprocessor uses a
Range-Doppler SAR focusing algorithm or an Omega-K
focusing algorithm for the pre-focusing step. These fo-
cusing algorithms may allow for the method to be more
accurate as they may allow for the corrections, the sub-
sector extraction and the zero-padding to be more accu-
rate and more efficient. This may lead to fewer losses
within the method. If the algorithms are sufficiently accu-
rate, it may lead to the method being quasi-lossless lead-
ing to a far more efficient method than known processing
methods. Additionally, the Omega-K focusing algorithm
accounts for circular orbits which may lead to a more
accurate method as it improves the bulk focusing quality
of raw data acquired from spaceborne low-earth-orbits
(LEO).
[0036] Alternatively, the method may use any focusing
algorithm that may improve the above identified advan-
tages of the disclosed method.
[0037] In some examples, after performing the first az-
imuth Inverse Fast Fourier Transform, the data is coher-
ently summed. If the preprocessing occurs in a sub-band
of frequencies, the coherent summing may allow for re-
duced volumes of downlink data in the steps of the meth-
od that may occur after this step as the method may not
have to downlink each sub-band data volume individu-
ally.
[0038] In some examples, the transmitted data is
downlinked to an on-ground portion. This may allow for
the power used and prepossessing requirements of a
device which may use this method on-board, for exam-
ple, a satellite to be reduced when compared to known
SAR processors.
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[0039] In some examples, the processing of the syn-
thetic aperture radar images occurs in the frequency do-
main. This may allow for a far greater bulk focusing effi-
ciency resulting in less power used within the method
and fewer prepossessing requirements of a device which
may use this method.
[0040] In some examples, the outputted data is in the
same format as the received data. This may allow the
method to be compatible with known SAR processors
and that the known processors may not need to be mod-
ified in order to incorporate the disclosed method.
[0041] According to a second aspect, an apparatus for
preprocessing synthetic aperture radar images is de-
scribed. The apparatus comprises a first performing com-
ponent. The first performing component is configured to
receive range-compressed radar data. The first perform-
ing component is configured to perform a pre-focusing
on the range-compressed radar data. The pre-focusing
results in a preliminary synthetic aperture radar (SAR)
image at a reduced resolution compared to a nominal
value. The apparatus comprises an image extraction
component. The image extraction component is config-
ured to extract image subsectors from the preliminary
SAR image outputted by the first performing component.
The apparatus comprises an output. The output is con-
figured to transmit the extracted image subsectors. The
apparatus comprises a second performing component.
The second performing component is configured to re-
ceive the image subsectors transmitted by the output.
The second performing component is configured to re-
construct the range-compressed radar data pertaining to
the extracted image subsectors. The second performing
component is configured to feed the output data to a
Nominal synthetic aperture radar processor.
[0042] The apparatus according to the second aspect
may alternatively be described as follows in this para-
graph. The apparatus comprises a first performing com-
ponent. The first performing component is configured to
receive range-compressed radar data generated from
raw radar image data on-board a satellite or an airborne
vehicle. The first performing component is configured to
generate a preliminary synthetic aperture radar (SAR)
image by performing a pre-focusing on the range-com-
pressed radar data. The apparatus comprises an image
extraction component. The image extraction component
is configured to extract image subsectors from the pre-
liminary SAR image. The apparatus comprises an output.
The output is configured to transmit the extracted image
subsectors to an on-ground portion. The apparatus com-
prises a second performing component. The second per-
forming component is configured to reconstruct the
range-compressed radar data pertaining to the extracted
image subsectors. The second performing component is
configured to make the range-compressed radar data
pertaining to the extracted image subsectors available
for a Nominal synthetic aperture radar processor. The
Nominal synthetic aperture radar processor is configured
to generate a focused SAR image having a nominal value

of image resolution that is higher than the resolution of
the preliminary SAR image.
[0043] The first performing component features a
stage architecture wherein each stage may use:

an input memory for receiving the data to be proc-
essed, such as the range-compressed raw data in
the first processing stage or the output data of a pre-
vious stage; and/or
a signal processor with software programmability
configured to read the data from the input memory;
and/or
an output memory configured to receive the data
from the signal processor; and/or
a Fast Fourier Transform coprocessor configured to
read the data in the output memory, configured to
perform a Fast Fourier Transform or an Inverse Fast
Fourier Transform on the data and configured to
store the modified data after the Fast Fourier Trans-
form or an Inverse Fast Fourier Transform has been
performed. The apparatus may further comprise a
standard complex-instruction-set computer (CISC)
configured for central control the apparatus and its
elements.

[0044] The input memory for receiving raw image data
may allow for the SAR image data to be stored within the
apparatus before the apparatus begins preprocessing
the data.
[0045] The processor with software programmability
configured to process the received data and/or extract
image subsectors received from the input memory may
allow for the data to be preprocessed according the de-
mands of the apparatus. If the processor is programmed
to process the received data, it may mean that the proc-
essor is able to more efficiently preprocess that data
when compared to known SAR processors and may also
use less power than known processors. This may also
allow for the architecture to be optimized for fast on-board
processing. When the processor extracts image subsec-
tors, it may allow only the subsectors with relevant data
to be transmitted to the ground-based second performing
component of the apparatus, performing an inverse syn-
thetic aperture radar preprocessing thereby reconstruct-
ing the radar raw data related to the extracted image
subsectors. This in turn may result in a more efficient
preprocessing as the amount of data to be preprocessed
is significantly reduced when compared to known proc-
essors. This may lead to an apparatus which requires
less power than is used in known processors.
[0046] The Fast Fourier Transform coprocessor con-
figured to read the data in the output memory, configured
to perform an azimuth Fast Fourier Transform and/or an
azimuth Inverse Fast Fourier Transform on the data and
configured to store the modified data may allow the ap-
paratus to efficiently perform bulk focusing. The FFT may
allow the data to be modified into the frequency domain
which may allow the bulk focusing process to be done
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more efficiently than in known processors. The IFFT may
allow the data to be converted into a format that is com-
patible with known SAR processors so that the known
processors may not need to be altered in order to ac-
commodate for the disclosed apparatus. The storing of
the data may allow the data to be stored before it is trans-
mitted to, for example, a known Nominal SAR processor.
[0047] The output configured to transmit the selected
image subsectors to a ground-based inverse synthetic
aperture radar preprocessor of the second performing
component may allow for the preprocessed data to be
made available to a known Nominal SAR processor in a
format that is compatible with such known SAR proces-
sor. This may mean that the apparatus is compatible with
known Nominal SAR processors without the need for the
known processors to be modified.
[0048] The standard complex-instruction-set compu-
ter (CISC) configured to control the preprocessor may
allow the apparatus to be more efficient. The CISC may
allow for the apparatus to be controlled in such a way
that increases efficiency and/or reduces the power usage
of the apparatus and/or optimizes the rate of preprocess-
ing.
[0049] The apparatus may comprise an SAR instru-
ment configured to generate raw radar image data.
[0050] In some examples, the apparatus is configured
to process the radar images in an azimuth direction or a
range direction. Thus may allow for a more efficient proc-
ess than in known SAR processors as the images are
processed in only one direction.
[0051] In some examples, the Fast Fourier Transform
coprocessor is configured to coherently sum the modified
data and is configured to transfer the coherently summed
data to the output. This may allow for, when the apparatus
extracts data from a sub-band of frequencies, the reduc-
tion of power usage in the apparatus as the apparatus
may not have to preprocess each sub-band frequency
individually. Additionally, this may allow the data trans-
mitted to a ground based second performing component
or a known Nominal SAR processor to be reduced by up
to a factor of 10 when compared to known processors.
[0052] In some examples, the apparatus is configured
to utilize a Range-Doppler focusing algorithm or an Ome-
ga-K focusing algorithm. These focusing algorithms may
allow for the apparatus to be more accurate as they may
allow for corrections made to the preprocessed data and,
for example, subsector extraction to be more accurate
and more efficient. This may lead to fewer losses within
the apparatus. If the algorithms are sufficiently accurate,
it may lead to the apparatus being quasi-lossless leading
to a far more efficient apparatus than known SAR proc-
essors. Additionally, the Omega-K focusing algorithm ac-
counts for circular orbits which may lead to a more ac-
curate data output.
[0053] Alternatively, the apparatus may use any focus-
ing algorithm that may improve the above identified ad-
vantages of the disclosed apparatus.
[0054] In some examples, the apparatus comprises a

digital signal processor or a field-programmable gate ar-
ray, wherein the digital signal processor or a field-pro-
grammable gate array are configured to process the re-
ceived data. These components may allow for greater
customization of the preprocessing process. This may
lead to greater efficiency and/or reduced power usage
and/or more accurate outputted data and/or faster pre-
processing. It may also allow the apparatus to use any
algorithm that is suitable for the situation the apparatus
is in.
[0055] In some examples, the apparatus is radiation
hardened. This may lead to greater resilience of the ap-
paratus should it be located in an area of higher than
normal radiation and/or experiences radiation bursts that
may affect hardware.
[0056] The apparatus may be designed in a modular
manner, comprising an on-board portion and an on
ground-portion. The on-board portion comprises the first
performing component and the image extraction compo-
nent configured to extract image subsectors from the pre-
focused SAR-image and further the output configured to
transmit the image subsectors of the pre-focused SAR-
image to a second performing component. The on-
ground portion comprises the second performing ele-
ment for the inverse SAR preprocessing in order to re-
construct the original raw data.
[0057] In some examples, the apparatus with its on-
board portion is on-board a satellite or an airborne vehi-
cle, e.g. a piloted aircraft, an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) or a so called HAPS platform (High Altitude Pseu-
do Satellite). This may allow for the apparatus to be con-
figured in such a way that is particularly suitable for pre-
processing SAR images in space and then transmitting
the preprocessed data to an on-ground inverse SAR pre-
processor for reconstruction of the original raw data and
subsequently to a known Nominal SAR processor for
SAR image processing at high resolution.
[0058] It is clear to a person skilled in the art that the
statements set forth herein may be implemented under
use of hardware circuits, software means, or a combina-
tion thereof. The software means can be related to pro-
grammed microprocessors or a general computer, an
ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit) and/or
DSPs (Digital Signal Processors). For example, the
processing unit may be implemented at least partially as
a computer, a logical circuit, an FPGA (Field Program-
mable Gate Array), a processor (for example, a micro-
processor, microcontroller (mC) or an array processor)/a
core/a CPU (Central Processing Unit), an FPU (Floating
Point Unit), NPU (Numeric Processing Unit), an ALU
(Arithmetic Logical Unit), a Coprocessor (further micro-
processor for supporting a main processor (CPU)), a
GPGPU (General Purpose Computation on Graphics
Processing Unit), a multi-core processor (for parallel
computing, such as simultaneously performing arithme-
tic operations on multiple main processor(s) and/or
graphical processor(s)) or a DSP.
[0059] It is further clear to the person skilled in the art
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that even if the herein-described details will be described
in terms of a method, these details may also be imple-
mented or realized in a suitable device, a computer proc-
essor or a memory connected to a processor, wherein
the memory can be provided with one or more programs
that perform the method, when executed by the proces-
sor. Therefore, methods like swapping and paging can
be deployed.
[0060] Even if some of the aspects described above
have been described in reference to the apparatus, these
aspects may also apply to the method and vice versa.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0061] These and other aspects of the invention will
now be further described, by way of example only, with
reference to the accompanying figures, wherein like ref-
erence numerals refer to like parts, and in which:

Figure 1 shows an example of an image frame of a
fully focused SAR image with a selected im-
age sector comprising two target points;

Figure 2 shows a raw data matrix with a submatrix
required to be extracted in order to capture
all relevant information pertaining to the two
point target echoes shown;

Figure 3 shows a pre-focused image matrix with a
submatrix required to be extracted in order
to capture all the relevant information per-
taining to the two point target echoes with
the preprocessor described in the present
invention;

Figure 4 shows an image of a fully focused point tar-
get echo without the preprocessor de-
scribed in the present invention;

Figure 5 shows an image of a pre-focused point tar-
get echo with the preprocessor described
in the present invention;

Figure 6 shows a 3D plot of the echo in Figure 4 with
the z-axis being 60dB;

Figure 7 shows a 3D plot of the echo in Figure 5 with
the z-axis being 20dB;

Figure 8 shows a block diagram of a known process-
ing scheme widely used in satellite earth
observation (prior art);

Figure 9 shows a block diagram of the software of
the preprocessor described in the present
invention using a Range-Doppler focusing
algorithm;

Figure 10 shows a block diagram of the software of
the preprocessor described in the present
invention using an Omega-K focusing algo-
rithm; and

Figure 11 shows a block diagram of the hardware of
the preprocessor described in the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0062] The on-ground processor yielding the full image
resolution is referred to in the current disclosure as the
Nominal SAR Processor, while the simplified on-board
processor which constitutes this invention, is referred to
in the present disclosure as the SAR Preprocessor.
[0063] Figure 1 shows an example of an image frame
of a fully focused SAR image (100) with a selected image
sector (104) comprising two point targets (106, 108).
[0064] If the fully focused image (100) is focused on-
board a satellite, an extraction of the relevant image sec-
tor (104) from a larger sector (102) may be accomplished
with a high level of accuracy. These extractions may be
accurate to a pixel level. In this embodiment, the extrac-
tion comprises two data points (106, 108). However, it
will be apparent to the skilled person that any number of
data points may be searched for and used in the extrac-
tion. The reduction of data volume may approximately
correspond to the proportion of the selected image sector
(104) to the fully focused SAR image (100).
[0065] The Nominal SAR Processor, however, cannot
currently be implemented on-board a satellite due to size,
weight and power restrictions.
[0066] Figure 2 shows a raw data matrix (102) with a
submatrix (210) required to be extracted in order to cap-
ture all relevant information pertaining to the two point
target echoes (106, 108) shown.
[0067] An extraction of data, without the disclosed pre-
processor (900, 1000, 1100), would not allow for an ef-
ficient extraction of small image sectors from the raw data
set as is seen in figure 2, which comprises a large sub-
matrix area (210). As the two point targets (106, 108) are
still defocused, the respective data fields (206, 208) con-
taining the target information of the two point targets (106,
108) are still large, shown in this embodiment as two
overlapping rectangles (206, 208), and the total data field
(210) to be extracted in order to encompass the two point
targets (106, 108) is large. The data reduction factor is
therefore very low and so, the process is not particularly
efficient.
[0068] Figure 3 shows a pre-focused image matrix
(102) with a submatrix (310) required to be extracted in
order to capture all the relevant information pertaining to
the two point target echoes (106, 108) with the preproc-
essor (900, 1000, 1100) described in the present inven-
tion.
[0069] An extraction of an image sector (310) which is
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only moderately larger than a fully focused image (see
figure 1) can be performed by the present invention as
is shown in figure 3. This can be easily seen visually as
the submatrix area (310), the respective data fields (306,
308) related to a point target 106,108 and the overlap
between the data fields (306, 308) are far smaller than
the one shown in figure 2. This therefore allows the rel-
evant target information (310) to be extracted from the
raw data matrix (102) with far more efficiency as the vol-
ume of redundant data processed by the preprocessor
(900, 1000, 1100) is far less. The data reduction factor
in this case is high as the pixel overlap is approximately
6100 pixels. This is a small overlap when compared to
typical sizes of SAR images leading to a more efficient
process as the area to be processed is far smaller.
[0070] Figure 4 shows an image of a fully focused point
target echo (400) without the preprocessor (900, 1000,
1100) described in the present invention.
[0071] Figure 5 shows an image of a pre-focused point
target echo (500) with the preprocessor (900, 1000,
1100) described in the present invention. The data rep-
resented in complete figure 5 corresponds to one of the
data fields (306, 308) of figure 3.
[0072] Referring to figures 4 and 5, a fully focused point
target echo is shown as obtained from the on-ground
Nominal SAR processor output (400) and a pre-focused
point target echo from the on-board preprocessor output
(500) according to the present invention. The results from
the preprocessor output (500) are allowed to be far less
accurate than the results from the Nominal SAR proces-
sor (400) as the reduced resolution of the preprocessor
output will suffice to extract the desired image subsectors
from the full SAR image. This may significantly reduce
computing power and hardware resources on board.
[0073] Figure 6 shows a 3D plot of the echo (600) in
Figure 4 with the z-axis being 60dB.
[0074] Figure 7 shows a 3D plot of the echo (700) in
Figure 5 with the z-axis being 20dB.
[0075] Referring to figures 6 and 7, the point target
echoes (400, 500) as shown in figures 4 and 5 can be
seen more clearly in the form of two 3D plots (600, 700).
[0076] Figure 8 shows a block diagram (800) of a
known processing scheme widely used in satellite earth
observation. As the preprocessing according to the
present invention will be used in such context it will be
described as far as it is relevant for the present invention.
[0077] The SAR instrument (810) generate raw data
as a long sequence of range lines. Range compression
(820), such as that shown in figure 8, is the first functional
stage of most SAR image processors.
[0078] After range compression (820), the transmit
pulse can be stripped off the signal in each range line. If
performed on-board a satellite, this procedure may re-
duce the number of range bins of the SAR raw data to
be sent to the ground-based Nominal SAR processor by
a moderate fraction such as, for example, 20%.
[0079] As will be described in the following figures 9 to
11 in greater detail - the preprocessor (900, 1000, 1100)

according to the present invention will use the range-
compressed SAR raw data (with or without the transmit
pulse having been stripped off the signal in each range
line) as input data. The preprocessor’s output data is suit-
able and intended to be fed into the ground-based Nom-
inal SAR processor (830).
[0080] The Nominal SAR Processor (830) in the
present context accepts range-compressed data as input
and is otherwise arbitrary. It is ground-based and can be
in the time domain, the frequency domain or any other
type of domain. The Nominal SAR Processor (830) may
also use any suitable type of processing in order to proc-
ess the inputted data. The Nominal Processor (830) is
however not part of this invention.
[0081] The present invention may work with any selec-
tion of on-ground Nominal Processors (830).
[0082] The Nominal SAR Processor (830) may typical-
ly take into account one or more of the following effects:

- Curved orbit
- Scene topography
- Higher order focusing error due to extended scene

width
- Intra-pulse distortion due to sensor motion
- Atmospheric model
- Antenna model and instrument transfer function

[0083] These detailed effects do not need to be includ-
ed in the preprocessor (900, 1000, 1100) as the raw data
may later be reconstructed without loss in the selected
image subsectors (104, 210, 310). Any number of these
effects may later be taken into account by the Nominal
Processor (830). For this reason, the preprocessor (900,
1000, 1100) is simpler than the Nominal Processor (830).
The preprocessor (900, 1000, 1100) may not depend on
a large number of external interfaces, and an on-board
implementation of preprocessing may require less hard-
and software resources than a commonly used Nominal
Processor (830). This means that the present invention
may be implemented as a bridge technology before nom-
inal on-board processing becomes feasible in the future.
[0084] Figure 9 shows a block diagram (900) of the
preprocessor, e.g. of the software of the preprocessor,
described in the present invention using a Range-Dop-
pler focusing algorithm.
[0085] Figure 10 shows a block diagram (1000) of the
preprocessor, e.g. of the software of the preprocessor,
described in the present invention using an Omega-K
focusing algorithm.
[0086] The selection of the preprocessor stage algo-
rithms is not prescribed by this invention. However, two
preferred embodiments are presented, the first based on
the Range-Doppler SAR focusing algorithm (figure 9) and
the other on the Omega-K SAR focusing algorithm (figure
10). As will be obvious to the skilled person, other focus-
ing algorithms can be implemented in conjunction with
the invention, depending on the focusing requirements
of the SAR mode and the Nominal Processor (830).
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[0087] Block diagrams of two embodiments of the pre-
processor (900, 1000) are shown in figures 9 and 10.
The preprocessor (900, 1000) intercepts the data flow
between the Range Compression module (820) and the
nominal on-ground SAR processor (830) shown in figure
8. The preprocessor (900, 1000, 1100) may cause a sig-
nificant data reduction at the space-to-ground downlink
interface. The preprocessor (900, 1000) comprises, an
on-board portion (the left side of the block diagrams (900,
1000)) which performs a SAR preprocessing for a pre-
focusing of the SAR image and an on-ground part (right
side of the block diagrams (900, 1000)) which performs
an inverse SAR preprocessing for the reconstruction of
the original radar data that was used as input data for
the preprocessing. The data rate from on-board portion
of the preprocessor to on-ground part may be significant-
ly reduced depending on the size of the selected image
subsector (310) that is due to be transmitted. The output
generated by the on-ground portion may be a recon-
structed raw data set which may be equal in format to
and equal or smaller in size than the original set. This
output can be processed by the Nominal processor (830)
as though directly obtained from the SAR instruments
(810) on-board the satellite. After such preprocessing,
the obtained SAR image may contain the selected image
subsectors (310) while the remainder of the image may
be void. This preprocessing may lead to the subsectors
(310) being nearly perfectly focused.
[0088] Loss may only occur if the defocusing exceeds
the size of the data fields (306, 308) comprising the target
information (106, 108). Theoretically, some signal energy
will always leak the data field (306, 308), but depending
on the preprocessor focusing algorithm and the size of
the data field (306, 308), the percentage of leaking can
be made arbitrarily small and so, the preprocessing proc-
ess may be quasi-lossless with respect to the selected
image subsectors.
[0089] Different preprocessor pre-focusing algorithms
may be possible within the implementation of this inven-
tion. While many Nominal processors (830) today are
time domain processors, the selected preprocessor (900,
1000, 1100) should preferably rely on the frequency do-
main for an efficient bulk focusing. A fundamental prin-
ciple of the present invention is the reversibility of the
complex-valued algorithms of SAR processing which
may take into account the phase of the signal. The de-
focusing incurred with the preprocessor (900, 1000) may
not deteriorate the final result as the on-board sequence
of stages 1-5 may be reversed in the on-ground stages
6-9. This reversal may be done without loss.
[0090] The preprocessor modules (900, 1000), e.g.
software modules (900, 1000), should preferably be ex-
ecuted in 4 or 5 stages to perform the pre-focusing of the
SAR-image. In each of the first four stages, the two-di-
mensional signal matrix may be processed in a dedicated
direction. Each stage may end with a Fast Fourier Trans-
form FFT and/or a corner turn.
[0091] The Range-Doppler focusing algorithm will be

known by the skilled person however, a short overview
of the algorithm as used in the embodiment of Figure 9
is provided.
[0092] The range compression module (820) receives
raw data to compress from the SAR instruments (810)
just the same as in known processing systems.
[0093] The preprocessor (900) receives the data after
the range compression stage (820) and in stage 1 (905),
performs a range walk correction on the data in order to
the curvature of the range-compressed data.
[0094] In stage 2 (910), the data is put through an az-
imuth FFT to modify the data so that it is now in the Range-
Doppler domain. This modulation allows for the data to
be bulk focused.
[0095] Range Cell Migration Correction is performed
on the data in stage 3 (915) in order to correct for the
changing range delay to a point target as the target pass-
es through the antenna beam.
[0096] The data is then put through an azimuth com-
pression and an azimuth IFFT in stage 4 (920) so that
the data is in a suitable format for downlinking to the on-
ground part of the preprocessor and, if needed, in a for-
mat for the outputs to be coherently summed in stage 5
(925). Stage 4 (920) additionally extracts the image sub-
sectors from the modified data.
[0097] The preprocessor (900) can be tailored to a sub-
set of range lines of the full data take and/or to a sub-
band of radar frequencies. Such tailoring may require an
iteration of stages 1-4 at reduced processing require-
ments at a number of loops. In stage 5 (925), the data
collected after each loop may be added coherently.
[0098] The data from stage 4 (920) or stage 5 (925) is
then output to a solid state memory (930) and downlinked
(935) e.g. by a radio link or by laser communication, to
the on-ground portion of the preprocessor where the data
is received by a ground station storage media (940). This
data may be transmitted in any format that is suitable for
the solid state memory and the ground station storage
media.
[0099] This downlinked data is then inputted into stag-
es 6-9 where the processing stages of stages 1-4 are
reversed.
[0100] Stage 6 (945) comprises zero padding which is
the inverse of the subsector extraction in stage 4 (920)
of the preprocessor. This data is then put through an
azimuth FFT and an azimuth expansion so that efficient
bulk defocusing is achieved.
[0101] This data is then input into stage 7 (950) where
Range Cell Migration Reconstruction is performed so that
the data is reconstructed for the Nominal processor (830)
to process.
[0102] Stage 8 (955) comprises an azimuth IFFT so
that the data is in a suitable form for the Nominal proc-
essor (830) to process.
[0103] Stage 9 (960) comprises Range Walk Recon-
struction to apply the original echo curvature.
[0104] This data is then outputted to the Nominal proc-
essor (830) for the data to be further processed similar
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to the presently known processing schemes.
[0105] After each of stages 1-3 and 6-8, a corner turn
is performed on the outputted data.
[0106] The Omega-K focusing algorithm will be known
by the skilled person however, a short overview of the
algorithm as used in the embodiment of Figure 10 is pro-
vided.
[0107] The range compression module (820) receives
raw data to compress from the SAR instruments (810)
just the same as in known processing systems.
[0108] The preprocessor (1000) receives the data after
the range compression stage (820) and in stage 1 (1005),
performs a range FFT so that it is in a suitable format for
the Omega-K focusing algorithm.
[0109] In stage 2 (1010), the data is put through an
azimuth resampling and an azimuth FFT to modify the
data so that it is now in the frequency domain. This mod-
ulation allows for the data to be more efficiently bulk fo-
cused.
[0110] A Stolt interpolation for circular orbit and a range
IFFT are performed on the data in stage 3 (1015) in order
to correct for the circular orbit of a satellite and point target
range walk, in relation to a point target as the target pass-
es through the antenna beam of the satellite.
[0111] The data is then put through an azimuth com-
pression and an azimuth IFFT in stage 4 (1020) so that
the data is in a suitable format for downlinking to the on-
ground part of the preprocessor and, if needed, in a for-
mat for the outputs to be coherently summed in stage 5
(1025). Stage 4 (1020) additionally extracts the image
subsectors from the modified data.
[0112] The preprocessor (1000) can be tailored to a
subset of range lines of the full data take and/or to a sub-
band of radar frequencies. Such tailoring may require an
iteration of stages 1-4 at reduced processing require-
ments at a number of loops. In stage 5 (1025), the data
collected after each loop may be added coherently.
[0113] The data from stage 4 (1020) or stage 5 (1025)
is then output to a solid state memory (1030) and down-
linked (1035) to the on-ground portion of the preproces-
sor where the data is received by a ground station storage
media (1040). This data may be transmitted in any format
that is suitable for the solid state memory and the ground
station storage media.
[0114] This downlinked data is then inputted into stag-
es 6-9 where the processing stages of stages 1-4 are
reversed.
[0115] Stage 6 (1045) comprises zero padding which
is the inverse of the subsector extraction in stage 4 (1020)
of the preprocessor. This data is then put through an
azimuth FFT and an azimuth decompression so that ef-
ficient bulk defocusing is achieved.
[0116] This data is then input into stage 7 (1050) where
a second range FFT and an inverse Stolt interpolation is
performed in order to reverse the accounting for range
walk and circular orbit that occurred in stage 3 (1015).
This leads to the extracted subsector data being recon-
structed for the Nominal processor (830) to process.

[0117] Stage 8 (1055) comprises a azimuth IFFT and
an azimuth resampling so that the data is in a suitable
form for the Nominal processor (830) to process.
[0118] Stage 9 (1060) comprises a range IFFT so that
the data is in a suitable format for the Nominal processor
(830) to process.
[0119] This data is then outputted to the Nominal proc-
essor (830) for the data to be further processed similar
to the presently known processing schemes in a Nominal
SAR processor.
[0120] The output obtained at stage 4 (920, 1020) of
the embodiments (900, 1000) are pre-focused images.
From this output, only the relevant subsectors are re-
tained. This may cause a significant reduction of the radar
data.
[0121] Stage 5 (925, 1025) is optional at the expense
of less data reduction. If the preprocessor (900, 1000)
does not use coherent summing of the output pertaining
to potential subsectors, the output data of each loop may
be transmitted to ground individually.
[0122] Any or all of the processing of stages 1-5 in ei-
ther embodiment (900, 1000) may be reversible, the sub-
sector extraction in stage 4 (920, 1020) may or may not
be reversible. Subsector extraction may be reversed in
stage 6 (945, 1045) by zero padding. This procedure
does not intend to reconstruct data lying outside the se-
lected subsectors. All the other stages may be reversed
in an order opposite to that of stages 1-5.
[0123] The output of stage 9 (960, 1060) may be raw
data containing only the data of the selected image sub-
sectors (310). This output may be fed to the Nominal on-
ground SAR processor (830) for full-performance focus-
ing.
[0124] Figure 11 shows a block diagram (1100) of the
hardware of the preprocessor described in the present
invention.
[0125] While the functionality of the preprocessor
(1100) is reduced compared to any Nominal processor,
on-board processing power requirements are still de-
manding for state-of-the-art flightworthy hardware. A po-
tential on-board hardware architecture (1100), which is
dedicated to the on-board part of the preprocessor (stag-
es 1-5), is shown in Figure 11.
[0126] Stages 1-4 may be processed using a stage
architecture comprising the following processing ele-
ments:

- An input memory (1105) to the stage
- A digital signal processor DSP (1130) with software

programmability
- An output memory (1110) from the stage
- An FFT coprocessor (1165) which reads from the

output memory (1110), performs an FFT or IFFT,
and stores the output data in corner-turned order.
The meaning of corner-turn of 2-d data sets will be
known to the person skilled in the art: When a 2-d
data set is read from or written to memory in linear
sequence and with priority in one dimension, a cor-
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ner-turn switches from this priority and from this di-
mension to the other.

[0127] Two physically distinct memory units Memory
A and Memory B are preferably utilized as input and out-
put memories for a given digital signal processor DSP,
respectively. The provision of two memories rather than
one increases avoids input/output interlacing of the DSP
and thereby increases processing speed of the preproc-
essor.
[0128] Each stage may have one or more of these
processing elements.
[0129] A stage architecture may be implemented once,
and the stages 1-5 processed sequentially. Alternatively,
multiple stages can be implemented in parallel, for pipe-
line processing.
[0130] Each stage may operate along a dedicated sig-
nal direction, either in range or in azimuth direction. For
efficiency, the stages may be processed in a line-by-line
sequence, performing standard DSP-supported signal
processing functions such as vector pointwise multipli-
cation, filtering, interpolation, resampling.
[0131] Each stage may terminate with an FFT or an
IFFT in the dedicated direction, performed by the fast
FFT-Coprocessor (1165). The coprocessor (1165) may
write the data to the output memory effecting a corner
turn.
[0132] If the preprocessor operates in iterative man-
ner, Stage 5 (1150) may perform a coherent summation
of the outputs of the preceding iterative loops.
[0133] A standard complex-instruction-set computer
(CISC) (1155) may be used as a control unit for the overall
on-board preprocessor architecture (1100). The CISC
(1155) may control and synchronize the elements of the
stage architecture. It may also provide auxiliary data for
stages 1-5 obtained from complex-valued non-linear
computations. It may also instruct one or more of the
stages of the architecture (1100) to perform an image
subsector extraction on the data received by the respec-
tive stage.
[0134] A potential alternative to using DSPs in the
Stage Architecture may be using one or more field-pro-
grammable gate arrays FPGA.
[0135] Regarding the issue of flightworthiness for sat-
ellite implementation, only dedicated elements of the pre-
processor hardware may be needed to be fully radiation-
hardened. Single-event upsets (SEU) for example must
not contaminate program execution but at low rates are
insignificant in relation to the full set of data vectors which
may be handled by this architecture.
[0136] The input (1105) of stage 1 (1130) is the output
of the SAR instruments (810) subjected to standard
range-compression. The output (1147) of stage 4 (1145)
or the output of stage 5 (1150) may be output to the solid
state mass memory (1160) of the architecture depending
on whether the preprocessor uses an iterative process.
This mass memory (1160) may then downlink the out-
putted data in a suitable format to an on-ground preproc-

essing architecture.
[0137] As can be seen from figure 11, the data output
from each stage is then used as the input for the next
stage. For example, the output (1110) of stage 1 (1130)
is then used as the input (1115) for stage 2 (1135). Like-
wise, the output (1120) of stage 2 (1135) is used as the
input (1125) for stage 3 (1140), etc.

Claims

1. A method (900, 1000) for preprocessing synthetic
aperture radar images, wherein the method (900,
1000) comprises:

receiving range-compressed radar data gener-
ated from raw radar image data on-board a sat-
ellite or an airborne vehicle;
generating a preliminary synthetic aperture ra-
dar, SAR, image by performing a pre-focusing
on the range-compressed radar data (905, 910,
915, 920, 1005, 1010, 1015, 1020);
extracting (920, 1020) image subsectors from
the preliminary SAR image;
transmitting (935, 1035) the extracted image
subsectors to an on-ground portion;
reconstructing the range-compressed radar da-
ta pertaining to the extracted image subsectors;
and
making the range-compressed radar data per-
taining to the extracted image subsectors avail-
able for a Nominal synthetic aperture radar proc-
essor (830), wherein the Nominal synthetic ap-
erture radar processor (830) is configured to
generate a focused SAR image having a nomi-
nal value of image resolution that is higher than
the resolution of the preliminary SAR image.

2. The method (900, 1000) of claim 1, wherein, for per-
forming the pre-focusing, one or more of the follow-
ing steps is applied:

performing (910, 1010) a first Fast Fourier
Transform on the data received from the range
compression (820);
performing (915, 1015) a first correction on the
data outputted by the first Fast Fourier Trans-
form; and
performing (920, 1020) a first Inverse Fast Fou-
rier Transform on the data received from the first
correction.

3. The method (900, 1000) of claim 2, wherein the first
Fast Fourier Transform and/or the first Inverse Fast
Fourier Transform is an azimuth Fourier Transform.

4. The method (900, 1000) of any preceding claim,
wherein, for reconstructing the range-compressed
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radar data pertaining to the extracted image subsec-
tors, one or more of the following steps is applied:

performing (945, 1045) image subsector zero-
padding on the received data from the image
subsector extraction;
performing (945, 1045) a second Fast Fourier
Transform on the data received from the image
subsector zero-padding;
performing (950, 1050) a second correction on
the data outputted by the second Fast Fourier
Transform; and
performing (955, 1055) a second Inverse Fast
Fourier Transform on the data received from the
second correction.

5. The method (900, 1000) of claim 4, wherein the sec-
ond Fast Fourier Transform and/or the second In-
verse Fast Fourier Transform is an azimuth Fourier
Transform.

6. The method (900, 1000) of any preceding claim,
wherein, for performing the pre-focusing, a Range-
Doppler SAR focusing algorithm or an Omega-K fo-
cusing algorithm is applied, wherein the focusing al-
gorithm is preferably adapted to a circular orbit ge-
ometry.

7. An apparatus (1100) for preprocessing synthetic ap-
erture radar images, wherein the apparatus (1100)
comprises:

a first performing component (1105, 1110, 1130,
1135, 1140, 1145, 1165) configured to receive
range-compressed radar data and to perform a
pre-focusing on the range-compressed radar
data, resulting in a preliminary synthetic aper-
ture radar, SAR, image at a reduced resolution
compared to a nominal value;
an image extraction component configured to
extract image subsectors from the preliminary
SAR image outputted by the first performing
component (1105, 1110, 1130, 1135, 1140,
1145, 1165);
an output (1170) configured to transmit the ex-
tracted image subsectors; and
a second performing component configured to
receive the image subsectors transmitted by the
output (1170) and to reconstruct the range-com-
pressed radar data pertaining to the extracted
image subsectors, wherein the second perform-
ing component is configured to feed the output
data to a Nominal synthetic aperture radar proc-
essor (830).

8. The apparatus (1100) of claim 7, wherein the first
performing component (1105, 1110, 1130, 1135,
1140, 1145, 1165) features a stage architecture,

wherein one or more of the stages use:

an input memory (1105) for receiving either
range-compressed radar data in the first
processing stage or the output data of the pre-
vious stage; and/or
a signal processor (130) with software program-
mability configured to read the data from the in-
put memory (1105);
an output memory (1110) configured to receive
the data from the signal processor (1130);
and/or
a Fast Fourier Transform coprocessor (1165)
configured to read the data in the output memory
(1110), configured to perform a Fast Fourier
Transform or an Inverse Fast Fourier Transform
on the data, and configured to store the data
after the Fast Fourier Transform or an Inverse
Fast Fourier Transform has been performed;
and/or
a complex-instruction-set computer (1155) con-
figured to control the apparatus elements.

9. The apparatus (1100) of claim 8, wherein the Fast
Fourier Transform coprocessor (1165) is configured
to write the data after the Fast Fourier Transform or
an Inverse Fast Fourier Transform has been per-
formed to the output memory (1010) effecting a cor-
ner turn.

10. The apparatus (1100) of any one of the claims 7 to
9, wherein the first performing component is config-
ured to process radar images in an azimuth direction
or a range direction.

11. The apparatus (1100) of any one of the claims 7 to
10, wherein the first performing component (1105,
1110, 1130, 1135, 1140, 1145, 1165) is configured
to apply a Range-Doppler focusing algorithm or an
Omega-K focusing algorithm, wherein the focusing
algorithm is preferably adapted to a circular orbit ge-
ometry.

12. The apparatus (1100) of any one of claims 8 to 11,
wherein the signal processor (1130) comprises a dig-
ital signal processor or a field-programmable gate
array.

13. The apparatus (1100) of any one of claims 7 to 12,
wherein the apparatus (1100) features a modular de-
sign, wherein the first performing component is con-
figured to be integrated in a satellite or an airborne
vehicle, and wherein the second performing compo-
nent is configured to be operated on ground.
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