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(54) Winding mandrel for vasoocclusive coils

(57) A winding mandrel includes first and second
spherical main bodies each having a plurality of flat sides
and having a plurality of cylindrical posts disposed ther-
eon. The plurality of cylindrical posts disposed on the first
main body are aligned with orthogonal x and y axes
through this first main body, and the plurality of cylindrical
posts disposed on the second main body are aligned with

orthogonal x and y axes through this second main body.
The first and second spherical main bodies are config-
ured to be angularly offset with respect to each other. A
front end cylindrical post and back end cylindrical post
are disposed on one or other of the first and second cy-
lindrical main bodies.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is based upon Provisional Ap-
plication No. 60/899,967, filed 7 February 2007.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention relates generally to vasoocclu-
sive devices, and more particularly concerns a mandrel
for forming at least a portion of a vasoocclusive coil in a
three dimensional configuration by winding of the coil
about one or more portions of the mandrel.
[0003] Vasoocclusion devices are therapeutic devices
that are placed within the vasculature of the human body,
typically via a catheter, either to block the flow of blood
through a vessel making up that portion of the vasculature
through the formation of an embolus, or to form such an
embolus within an aneurysm stemming from the vessel.
The vasoocclusive devices can take a variety of config-
urations, and are generally formed of one or more ele-
ments that are larger in the deployed configuration than
when they are within the delivery catheter prior to place-
ment. One widely used vasoocclusive device is a helical
wire coil having a deployed configuration which may be
dimensioned to engage the walls of the vessels. For ex-
ample, the vasoocclusive device may include one or
more vasoocclusive members wound to form a generally
spherical or ovoid shape in a relaxed state. Vasoocclu-
sive members can be wound around an appropriately
shaped mandrel or form and then heat-treated to retain
the shape after removal from the heating form.
[0004] One type of mandrel used for winding and form-
ing a vasoocclusive coil around the surface of the man-
drel has a substantially spherical main body with six cy-
lindrical posts having a diameter slightly smaller than that
of the main body, disposed on the body and aligned with
the three orthogonal x, y and z axes through the body of
the mandrel, for aligning and shaping one or more por-
tions of the vasoocclusive device as it is wound on the
mandrel. One of the posts is longer than the other posts,
to serve as a mandrel for helically winding a proximal
portion of the vasoocclusive coil. In one variation of the
mandrel, the mandrel has a main body that is substan-
tially cubical, with six cylindrical posts disposed on each
of the faces of the main body, and one of the posts being
longer than the others.
[0005] Another type of mandrel has a substantially or-
thogonal main body with six cylindrical posts having a
diameter slightly smaller than that of the main body, dis-
posed on the body and aligned with the three orthogonal
x, y and z axes through the body of the mandrel, for align-
ing and shaping the distal portion of the vasoocclusive
device as it is wound on the mandrel. Preferably one of
the posts is longer than the other posts, to serve as a
mandrel for helically winding the proximal portion of the
vasoocclusive coil. The mandrel may include a threaded

aperture in a face of one of the posts and coaxially aligned
with the orthogonal axis the post for receiving a corre-
sponding end of a generally cylindrical handle, which is
correspondingly threaded, and the handle can also be
used as a mandrel for winding a portion of the vasooc-
clusive coil with a helical shape.
[0006] Another type of mandrel has a substantially
spherical main body, with a plurality of circumferential
grooves defmed on the surface of the main body, and
this type of mandrel may additionally have a plurality of
posts mounted on the main body of the mandrel for align-
ing the occlusive device as it is wound on the mandrel.
The surface of the mandrel may also have one or more
apertures for receiving one or more ends of the strands,
to assist winding into the desired form.
[0007] Heat treatment of the wound coil at a tempera-
ture of about 1100° F for approximately four hours or
more is typically sufficient to impart the form to the oc-
clusive device when the shape memory material is a nick-
el titanium super-elastic alloy. After the heat treatment,
the occlusive device is removed from the mandrel, and
cold worked into the desired collapsed elongated config-
uration for placement into a catheter or cannula for use.
When the occlusive device reaches its destination in the
vasculature during vascular therapy, it assumes the pri-
mary shape imparted from the heat treatment on the man-
drel.
[0008] Such spherical, cubical or orthogonal mandrels
for winding of vasoocclusive coils have proved suitable
for winding coils in such shapes, and allow for the com-
bination of multiple coils or the winding of various shapes
in an individual coil, but it would be desirable to provide
a winding mandrel offering a greater variety of options
for winding patterns for forming other shapes of vasooc-
clusive coils, such as for forming longer framing coils,
and for providing shorter transitions between coils for
coils with more than six loops, for example. The present
invention satisfies these and other needs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] Briefly, and in general terms, the invention pro-
vides for a winding mandrel having a pair of generally
rounded-cube shaped or orthogonally flat-sided spheri-
cal main bodies connected together, and each having a
plurality of cylindrical posts, to provide from ten to twelve
available winding posts, allowing for a greater variety of
options for winding patterns for forming other shapes of
vasoocclusive coils, as well as short transitions between
portions of coils wound on the mandrel.
[0010] The present invention accordingly provides for
a winding mandrel having a pair of generally rounded-
cube shaped or orthogonally flat-sided spherical main
bodies, each having a plurality of cylindrical posts dis-
posed on the bodies and aligned with orthogonal x and
y axes through the bodies of the mandrel, for aligning
and shaping one or more portions of the vasoocclusive
device as it is wound on the mandrel. In a presently pre-
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ferred embodiment, the cylindrical posts are attached to
flat sides of the main bodies. In a presently preferred
embodiment, the orthogonal x and y axes through the
main bodies of the mandrel are offset with respect to
each other. The cylindrical posts typically have a diam-
eter slightly smaller than that of the main bodies. The
main bodies are connected together by a central transi-
tion post extending between the main bodies along a
longitudinal central z axis through the main bodies. A
front end cylindrical post and a back end cylindrical post
are disposed on front and rear ends of the main bodies
extending along the longitudinal central z axis through
the main bodies, providing for a total of ten winding posts.
One of the front end and back end cylindrical posts may
be substantially elongated with respect to the other, to
provide a handle, or to serve as a post for helically winding
an elongated portion of a vasoocclusive coil.
[0011] In another embodiment, a short winding post is
added between the connections of the two main bodies
for two additional winding posts.
[0012] Other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description of the preferred embodiments in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate, by way of example, the operation of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

FIG. 1 is a rear elevational view of a first embodiment
of a winding mandrel according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the winding mandrel of
Fig. 1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the winding mandrel
of Fig. 1.

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of a second embodiment of
a winding mandrel according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 5 is a rear elevational view of the winding man-
drel of Fig. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0014] Referring to the drawings, which are provided
for purposes of illustration and by way of example, the
present invention provides for a winding mandrel for
forming at least a portion of a vasoocclusive coil in a
three-dimensional configuration by winding of the coil
about one or more portions of the mandrel.
[0015] As is illustrated in Figs. 1-3, in a first embodi-
ment, the mandrel 10 includes ten winding posts 12 (one

front post 14, four primary winding posts 16a, b, c, d, four
secondary winding posts 18a, b, c, d, and one back post
20) and two generally rounded-cube shaped or orthog-
onally flat-sided spherical main bodies 22, 24, with a tran-
sition post 26 between the two main bodies. Each main
body is machined on six sides to provide flat sides 28 for
connecting to the winding posts and the other main body.
The front winding post may be smaller in diameter than
the diameter of the other posts, and is typically approxi-
mately 75% the size of the other posts. This front winding
post is connected to one of the machined flat sides and
may be generally tangent to the main body 22 as the
starter for the first coil loop.
[0016] The four primary winding posts are connected
to the other four flat sides perpendicular to the front wind-
ing post. These posts form a cross pattern perpendicular
to the front winding post.
[0017] The second main body 24 is connected at the
last machined flat spot of the first main body. Four sec-
ondary winding posts and a back post are connected at
the machine flat sides of the second main body. The four
secondary winding posts will form a similar pattern as
the primary winding posts, except that they are preferably
indexed over or offset (such as approximately 45 de-
grees, for example), so that the individual secondary
posts line up between the primary winding posts. The
back winding post is mounted on the end opposite to the
front winding post, and in line with the front winding post,
and is longer to serve as a handle for holding the mandrel
during the winding process, or to serve as a post for hel-
ically winding an elongated portion of a vasoocclusive
coil.
[0018] In a second embodiment, a twelve post winding
mandrel is substantially the same as the ten post winding
mandrel of Figs. 1-3, except that a short winding post is
added between the connections of the two generally
rounded-cube shaped or orthogonally flat-sided spheri-
cal main bodies for two additional winding posts. Refer-
ring to Figs. 4 and 5, in the second embodiment, the
mandrel 30 includes winding posts 32 (one front post 34,
four primary winding posts 36a, b, c, d, four secondary
winding posts 38a, b, c, d, and one back post 40) and
two generally rounded-cube shaped or orthogonally flat-
sided spherical main bodies 42, 44, with a transition post
46 between the two main bodies. Each main body is ma-
chined on six sides to provide flat sides 48 for connecting
to the winding posts and the other main body. The front
winding post may be smaller in diameter than the diam-
eter of the other posts, and is typically approximately 75%
the size of the other posts. This front winding post is con-
nected to one of the machined flat sides and may be
generally tangent to the main body 42 as the starter for
the first coil loop.
[0019] The four primary winding posts are connected
to the other four flat sides perpendicular to the front wind-
ing post. These posts form a cross pattern perpendicular
to the front winding post.
[0020] The first and second main bodies are connected
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by the transition post 46 between the two main bodies.
Four secondary winding posts and a back post are con-
nected at the machine flat sides of the second main body.
The four secondary winding posts form a similar pattern
as the primary winding posts, except that they are pref-
erably indexed over or offset (such as approximately 45
degrees, for example), so that the individual secondary
posts line up between the primary winding posts. The
back winding post is mounted on the end opposite to the
front winding post, and in line with the front winding post,
and is longer to serve as a handle for holding the mandrel
during the winding process, or to serve as a post for hel-
ically winding an elongated portion of a vasoocclusive
coil. Two additional winding posts 50a, 50b are mounted
to the transition post 46, extending perpendicularly from
the longitudinal axis of the transition post, between the
two main bodies, to provide for a twelve post winding
mandrel.
[0021] It will be apparent from the foregoing that, while
particular forms of the invention have been illustrated and
described, various modifications can be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Ac-
cordingly, it is not intended that the invention be limited,
except as by the appended claims.

CLAUSES SETTING OUT FURTHER ASPECTS AND 
EMBODIMENTS

[0022]

A. A winding mandrel for forming at least a portion
of a vasoocclusive coil, comprising:

first and second main bodies, each of said first
and second main bodies having a plurality of
cylindrical posts disposed on the first and sec-
ond main bodies, the plurality of cylindrical posts
disposed on the first main body being aligned
with orthogonal x and y axes through the first
main body, and the plurality of cylindrical posts
disposed on the second main body being
aligned with orthogonal x and y axes through
the second main body;
a front end cylindrical post disposed on one of
said first and second main bodies; and
a back end cylindrical post disposed on the other
of said first and second main bodies.

B. The winding mandrel of Clause A, wherein said
first and second main bodies have a plurality of flat
sides, and said cylindrical posts are attached to said
flat sides, respectively.

C. The winding mandrel of Clause A, wherein said
plurality of cylindrical posts of said first and second
main bodies are angularly offset with respect to each
other.

D. The winding mandrel of Clause A, wherein said
cylindrical posts have a diameter slightly smaller
than a diameter of the main bodies.

E. The winding mandrel of Clause A, wherein said
one of the front end and back end cylindrical posts
is substantially elongated with respect to the other.

F. The winding mandrel of Clause A, further com-
prising: a central transition post extending between
and connecting said first and second main bodies;
and at least one central cylindrical winding post con-
nected to and extending perpendicularly from said
central transition post.

G. A winding mandrel for forming at least a portion
of a vasoocclusive coil, comprising:

first and second main bodies, each of said first
and second main bodies having a plurality of
cylindrical posts disposed on the first and sec-
ond main bodies, the plurality of cylindrical posts
disposed on the first main body being aligned
with orthogonal x and y axes through the first
main body, and the plurality of cylindrical posts
disposed on the second main body being
aligned with orthogonal x and y axes through
the second main body;
a central transition post extending between and
connecting said first and second main bodies;
a front end cylindrical post disposed on one of
said first and second main bodies;
a back end cylindrical post disposed on the other
of said first and second main bodies; and
at least one central cylindrical winding post con-
nected to and extending perpendicularly from
said central transition post.

H. The winding mandrel of Clause G, wherein said
first and second main bodies have a plurality of flat
sides, and said cylindrical posts are attached to said
flat sides, respectively.

I. The winding mandrel of Clause G, wherein said
plurality of cylindrical posts of said first and second
main bodies are angularly offset with respect to each
other.

J. The winding mandrel of Clause G, wherein said
cylindrical posts have a diameter slightly smaller
than a diameter of the main bodies.

K. The winding mandrel of Clause G, wherein said
one of the front end and back end cylindrical posts
is substantially elongated with respect to the other.

L. The winding mandrel of Clause G, wherein said
at least one central cylindrical winding post compris-
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es first and second central cylindrical winding posts
connected to and extending perpendicularly from
said central transition post.

Claims

1. A winding mandrel for forming at least a portion of a
vasoocclusive coil, compnsmg:

first and second spherical main bodies each
having a plurality of flat sides, each of said first
and second spherical main bodies having a plu-
rality of cylindrical posts disposed on the first
and second spherical main bodies, the plurality
of cylindrical posts disposed on the first main
body being aligned with orthogonal x and y axes
through the first main body, and the plurality of
cylindrical posts disposed on the second main
body being aligned with orthogonal x and y axes
through the second main body, wherein said first
and second spherical main bodies are config-
ured to be angularly offset with respect to each
other;
a front end cylindrical post disposed on one of
said first and second spherical main bodies; and
a back end cylindrical post disposed on the other
of said first and second spherical main bodies.

2. The winding mandrel of Claim 1, wherein one of said
plurality of flat sides of said first main body is con-
nected to one of said plurality of flat sides of said
second main body, and said cylindrical posts are at-
tached to remaining ones of said plurality of flat sides,
respectively.

3. The winding mandrel of Claim 1, wherein said plu-
rality of cylindrical posts of said first and second
spherical main bodies are angularly offset with re-
spect to each other.

4. The winding mandrel of Claim 1, wherein said cylin-
drical posts have a diameter slightly smaller than a
diameter of the main bodies.

5. The winding mandrel of Claim 1, wherein said one
of the front end and back end cylindrical posts is
substantially elongated with respect to the other.

6. The winding mandrel of Claim 1, further comprising:

a central transition post extending between and
connecting said first and second main bodies;
and
at least one central cylindrical winding post con-
nected to and extending perpendicularly from
said central transition post.

7. The winding mandrel of Claim 6, wherein said first
and second main bodies each have four cylindrical
posts disposed on the first and second main bodies,
said first and second main bodies each have a plu-
rality of flat sides, and said cylindrical posts are at-
tached to said flat sides, respectively, and said cy-
lindrical posts of said first and second main bodies
are angularly offset with respect to each other.

8. The winding mandrel of Claim 6, wherein said at least
one central cylindrical winding post comprises first
and second central cylindrical winding posts con-
nected to and extending perpendicularly from said
central transition post.
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