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(54) METHOD FOR COMMUNICATING WITH DATA THROUGH COMPONENT CARRIERS IN 
MOBILE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM TO WHICH CARRIER AGGREGATION METHOD IS 
APPLIED AND APPARATUS THEREFOR

(57) The present invention relates to a method for
enabling a terminal to communicate with data by modi-
fying a connective relationship among component carri-
ers in a mobile communication system to which a carrier
aggregation method is applied and a terminal apparatus
therefor. The method for enabling the terminal to com-
municate with the data by modifying the connective re-
lationship among the component carriers in the mobile
communication system to which the carrier aggregation
method is applied, in connection with one embodiment
of the present invention comprises the steps of: receiving
a message including identifier information for modifying
a connective relationship among at least one downlink
component carrier and at least one uplink component
carrier from a base station; receiving predetermined data
through at least one downlink component carrier from
the base station; and transmitting feedback data to the
base station for data received through the uplink compo-
nent carrier modified according to the identifier informa-
tion.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for a user equipment to communicate data by modifying a connection
relation between component carriers in a mobile communication system to which a carrier aggregation scheme is applied
and a user equipment for the same.

[Background Art]

[0002] The standard of LTE-A technology, which is a candidate IMT-Advanced technology of the International Tele-
communication Union (ITU), has been designed to meet the requirements of the IMT-Advanced technology of the ITU.
In the LTE-A system, Carrier Aggregation (CA) technology, which aggregates and uses a plurality of component carriers
each of which may be used as a carrier in the existing LTE system, is being discussed to extend bandwidth.
[0003] If a plurality of downlink component carriers and/or a plurality of uplink component carriers are configured for
one UE, there may be a problem associated with connection relations between the component carriers unlike when a
downlink component carrier and an uplink component carrier are configured for one UE.
[0004] That is, if connection relations between downlink component carriers and uplink component carriers are indef-
initely established, it will be difficult to determine an uplink component carrier through which feedback information for
data received through a downlink component carrier is to be transmitted.
[0005] In addition, when a new component carrier different from pre-set component carriers is added, there may also
be a problem associated with a connection relation established for communication of data through the added component
carrier and therefore there is a need to provide a solution to such a problem.

[Disclosure]

[Technical Problem]

[0006] In view of the above need, an object of the present invention is to provide a method for a user equipment to
communicate data by modifying a connection relation between component carriers in a mobile communication system
to which a carrier aggregation scheme is applied and a user equipment for the same.

[Technical Solution]

[0007] To accomplish the above object, one aspect of the present invention suggests a method for a user equipment
to communicate data by modifying a connection relation between component carriers in a mobile communication system
to which a carrier aggregation scheme is applied, the method including receiving a message including identifier information
that modifies a connection relation between at least one downlink component carrier and at least one uplink component
carrier from a base station, receiving data from the base station through one of the at least one downlink component
carrier, and transmitting feedback data for the received data to the base station through an uplink component carrier
modified based on the identifier information.
[0008] Here, the message may further include information for addition of a first downlink component carrier, and the
identifier information may include information for configuration of a connection relation between the added first downlink
component carrier and one of the at least one uplink component carrier.
[0009] In addition, the message may further include information for removal of a second downlink component carrier
among the at least one downlink component carrier, and the identifier information may include information for configuration
of a connection relation between one of the at least one downlink component carrier other than the second downlink
component carrier to be removed and an uplink component carrier connected to the second downlink component carrier
to be removed.
[0010] Further, the message may further include information for addition of a first uplink component carrier, and the
identifier information may include information for configuration of a connection relation between the added first uplink
component carrier and one of the at least one downlink component carrier.
[0011] Furthermore, the message may further include information for removal of a second uplink component carrier
among the at least one uplink component carrier, and the identifier information may include information for configuration
of a connection relation between one of the at least one uplink component carrier other than the second uplink component
carrier to be removed and a downlink component carrier connected to the second uplink component carrier to be removed.
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[Advantageous Effects]

[0012] According to the embodiments of the present invention described above, it is possible to efficiently change a
connection relation between component carriers for data communication through a message in a mobile communication
system that uses a carrier aggregation scheme while it is possible to easily configure a new connection relation through
identifier information included in a message.

[Description of Drawings]

[0013]

FIG. 1 illustrates a network structure of an Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN) as an
example of a mobile communication system;
FIGs. 2 and 3 illustrate a radio interface protocol between a UE and an E-UTRAN based on the 3GPP wireless
access network standard;
FIG. 4 illustrates operations associated with radio link failure;
FIGs. 5 and 6 illustrate the case in which an RRC connection re-establishment procedure is successful and the
case in which an RRC connection re-establishment procedure has failed;
FIG. 7 illustrates carrier aggregation technology that is applied to a 3GPP LTE-A system;
FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary connection relation between a single CC and a single CC according to system
information in a carrier aggregation scheme and exemplary addition of a downlink CC;
FIG. 9 illustrates an example in which connection relations between CCs are changed through identifier information;
FIG. 10 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC is added and a new connection relation is configured;
FIG. 11 illustrates an example in which an existing downlink CC is removed and a new connection relation is
configured;
FIG. 12 illustrates an example in which an uplink CC is added and a new connection relation is configured;
FIG. 13 illustrates an example in which an uplink CC is added and a connection relation between the added uplink
CC and an existing downlink CC is configured;
FIG. 14 illustrates an example in which an existing uplink CC is removed and a new connection relation is configured;
FIG. 15 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC and an uplink CC are added and a new connection relation
is configured;
FIG. 16 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC is added, an existing uplink CC is removed, and a new
connection relation is configured;
FIG. 17 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC is removed, an existing uplink CC is added, and a new
connection relation is configured;
FIG. 18 illustrates an example in which an existing downlink CC and an existing uplink CC are removed and a new
connection relation is configured;
FIG. 19 illustrates a random access procedure to which the present invention may be applied;
FIG. 20 illustrates a configuration of an embodiment of a wireless communication system including a UE and an
eNB according to the present invention;
FIG. 21 illustrates functions (especially, associated with a structure of an L2 (second) layer) of the processor of the
eNB to which the embodiments of the present invention are applied; and
FIG. 22 illustrates functions (especially, associated with a structure of an L2 (second) layer) of the processor of the
UE to which the embodiments of the present invention are applied.

[Detailed Description of Embodiments of the Invention]

[0014] Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred embodiments of the present invention with reference to
the accompanying drawings. The detailed description, which will be given below with reference to the accompanying
drawings, is intended to explain exemplary embodiments of the present invention, rather than to show the only embod-
iments that can be implemented according to the invention. For example, although the present invention will be described
with reference to a 3GPP LTE based system as an example of a mobile communication system, the present invention
may be applicable in various ways as a method for a UE to perform power-efficient measurement in various mobile
communication systems, such as an IEEE 802.16 based system, to which carrier aggregation technology is applicable.
[0015] The following detailed description includes specific details in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present invention. However, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced
without such specific details. In some cases, known structures and devices are omitted or shown in block diagram form,
focusing on important features of the structures and devices, so as not to obscure the concept of the present invention.
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The same reference numbers will be used throughout this specification to refer to the same or similar elements.
[0016] A method for power-efficiently performing channel quality measurement in a mobile communication system
which uses a carrier aggregation scheme as described above .and a UE for the same will be described below. To this
end, first, a 3GPP LTE system is briefly described as an example of a mobile communication system to which the present
technology may be applied.
[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates a network structure of an Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN) as
an example of a mobile communication system. The E-UTRAN system is an evolved version of the conventional UTRAN
system and the basic standardization thereof is currently underway in the 3GPP. The E-UTRAN system is also referred
to as a Long Term Evolution (LTE) system.
[0018] The E-UTRAN includes e-NodeBs (eNBs or base stations) and eNBs are connected through X2 interfaces. An
eNB is connected to a User Equipment (UE) through a radio interface and is connected to an Evolved Packet Core
(EPC) through an S1 interface.
[0019] The EPC includes a Mobile Management Entity (MME), a Serving-Gateway (S-GW), and a Packet Data Network-
Gateway (PDN-GW). The MME contains UE access information or information associated with UE capabilities. Such
information is mainly used for UE mobility management. The S-GW is a gateway whose end point is the E-UTRAN and
the PDN-GW is a gateway whose end point is the PDN.
[0020] Layers of Radio Interface Protocol between a UE and a network may be classified into an L1 layer (first layer),
an L2 layer (second layer), and an L3 layer (third layer) based on the lower 3 layers of the Open System Interconnection
(OSI) reference model that is widely known in communication systems. A physical layer which belongs to the first layer
provides an information transfer service using a physical channel and a Radio Resource Control (RRC) layer located at
the third layer serves to control radio resources between the UE and the network. To accomplish this, the RRC layer
exchanges RRC messages between the UE and an eNB.
[0021] FIGs. 2 and 3 illustrate a radio interface protocol between a UE and an E-UTRAN based on the 3GPP wireless
access network standard.
[0022] The radio interface protocol is horizontally divided into a physical layer, a data link layer, and a network layer
and is vertically divided into a user plane (U-plane) for data/information transfer and a control plane (C-plane) for control
signal (signaling information) transfer. The protocol layers of FIGs. 2 and 3 may be classified into an L1 layer (first layer),
an L2 layer (second layer), and an L3 layer (third layer) based on the lower 3 layers of the Open System Interconnection
(OSI) reference model that is widely known in communication systems. Such radio protocol layers are provided in pairs
in the UE and the E-UTRAN and are responsible for data transmission in radio intervals.
[0023] The layers of the radio protocol control plane of FIG. 3 and the radio protocol user plane of FIG. 3 are described
below.
[0024] The physical layer of the first layer provides an information transfer service to higher layers using a physical
channel. The physical layer is connected to the Media Access Control (MAC) layer, which is located above the physical
layer, through a transport channel. Data is delivered between the MAC layer and the physical layer through the transport
channel. Data is delivered between different physical layers, i.e., between physical layers of transmitting and receiving
sides, through a physical channel. The physical channel is modulated according to an Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) scheme and utilizes time and frequency as radio resources.
[0025] A MAC layer of the second layer provides a service to a Radio Link Control (RLC) layer, which is located above
the MAC layer, through a logical channel. The RLC layer of the second layer supports reliable data transmission. The
functionality of the RLC layer may be implemented as a functional block within the MAC layer. In this case, the RLC
layer may be absent. A PDCP layer of the second layer performs a header compression function to reduce the size of
an IP packet header that contains relatively large and unnecessary control information in order to achieve efficient
transmission in a small-bandwidth radio interval when transmitting an IP packet such as an IPv4 or IPv6 packet.
[0026] A Radio Resource Control (RRC) layer located at the bottom of the third layer is defined only in the control
plane and is responsible for control of logical channels, transport channels, and physical channels in association with
configuration, re-configuration, and release of Radio Bearers (RBs) . Here, the term "RB" refers to a service that is
provided by the second layer for data transfer between a UE and a UTRAN. The UE is in an RRC_CONNECTED state
when there is an RRC connection between an RRC layer of the UE and an RRC layer of a wireless network and is in
an RRC_IDLE state when there is no RRC connection.
[0027] Downlink transport channels which transmit data from a network to a UE include Broadcast Channel (BCH)
that transmits system information and downlink Shared Channel (SCH) that transmits user traffic or control messages.
Traffic or control messages of downlink multicast or broadcast service may be transmitted through downlink SCH or
may be transmitted through downlink Multicast Channel (MCH). Uplink transport channels that transmit data from a UE
to a network include Random Access Channel (RACH) that transmits initial control messages and uplink SCH that
transmits user traffic or control messages.
[0028] Logical channels, which are located above transport channels and are mapped thereto, include Broadcast
Channel (BCCH), Paging Control Channel (PCCH), Common Control Channel (CCCH), Multicast Control Channel
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(MCCH), and Multicast Traffic Channel (MTCH).
[0029] A physical layer includes a plurality of subframes in the time axis and a plurality of subcarriers in the frequency
axis. One subframe includes a plurality of symbols in the time axis. One subframe includes a plurality of resource blocks,
each of which includes a plurality of symbols and a plurality of subcarriers. Each subframe may use specific subcarriers
of specific symbols (for example, the first symbol) in the subframe for a Physical Downlink Control Channel (PDCCH),
i.e., an L1/L2 control channel. One subframe may include 2 slots, each having a length of 0.5 ms, and one subframe
may correspond to a Transmission Time Interval (TTI) of 1ms which is a unit time for transmitting data.
[0030] The following is a description of system information. System information includes essential information that a
UE should know to access an eNB. Accordingly, the UE should receive all system information before accessing the eNB
and the system information received by the UE should always be the latest system information. Since all UEs in one
cell should acquire the system information, the eNB transmits the system information periodically.
[0031] The system information is divided into a Master Information Block (MIB), a Scheduling Block (SB), and a System
Information Block (SIB). The MIB allows the UE to know a physical configuration (for example, bandwidth) of the corre-
sponding cell. The SB notifies the UE of transmission information (for example, transmission period) of SIBs. The SIB
is a set of related system information. For example, one SIB includes information of only adjacent cell(s) while another
SIB includes information of only uplink radio channel(s) used by the UE.
[0032] Services that the network provides to the UE may be classified into 3 types. The UE identifies the type of a cell
differently according to which services the UE can receive from the cell. First, the service types are described as follows
and then the types of the cell are described.

1) Limited service: This service provides an emergency call and an ETWS and can be provided by an acceptable cell.
2) Normal service: This is a general service for public use and can be provided by a suitable cell.
3) Operator service: This is a service for a communication network provider and the corresponding cell can be used
only by the communication network provider and cannot be used by general users.

[0033] The types of cells can be classified as follows in association with the types of services provided by the cells.

1) Acceptable cell: This is a cell in which a limited service can be provided for the UE. This cell is not barred for the
UE and satisfies cell selection criteria for the UE.
2) Suitable cell: This is a cell in which a normal service can be provided for the UE. This cell satisfies acceptable
cell conditions while satisfying additional conditions. The additional conditions include a condition that the cell belongs
to a PLMN that can be accessed by the UE and a condition that, in the cell, the UE is not prohibited from performing
a tracking area update procedure. If the cell is a CSG cell, it is required that the UE be able to access the cell as a
CSG member.
3) Barred cell: This is a cell that broadcasts information indicating that it is a barred cell through system information.
4) Reserved cell: This is a cell that broadcasts information indicating that it is a reserved cell through system
information.

[0034] An RRC state and RRC connection method of a UE are described below. The RRC state indicates whether or
not an RRC layer of the UE is logically connected to an RRC layer of the E-UTRAN. It is stated that the UE is in an
RRC_CONNECTED state when there is a logical connection between the RRC layer of the UE and the RRC layer of
the E-UTRAN and it is stated that the UE is in an RRC_IDLE state when there is no logical connection therebetween.
When the UE is in an RRC_CONNECTED state, the E-UTRAN can determine presence or absence of the UE on a cell
basis since there is an RRC connection between the UE and the E-UTRAN and therefore can easily control the UE. On
the other hand, the UE is in an RRC_IDLE state cannot be identified by the E-UTRAN, and can be managed by a core
network on the basis of a tracking area which is an area unit greater than the cell. That is, when the UE is in an RRC_IDLE
state, only the presence or absence of the UE is identified on a large area basis and the UE needs to shift to an
RRC_CONNECTED state in order to receive a normal mobile communication service such as a voice or data service.
[0035] When the user initially powers the UE on, first, the UE searches for an appropriate cell and then remains in an
RRC_IDLE state in the cell. When the UE needs to establish an RRC connection while the UE remains in an RRC_IDLE
state, the UE shifts to an RRC_CONNECTED state by establishing an RRC connection with the E-UTRAN through an
RRC connection procedure. In various cases, there may be a need to establish an RRC connection while the UE is in
an idle state. For example, the UE may need to establish an RRC connection when there is a need to transmit uplink
data because of the user’s attempt to call or when there is a need to transmit a response message in response to a
paging message received from the E-UTRAN.
[0036] A Non-Access Stratum (NAS) layer which is located above the RRC layer performs functions such as session
management and mobility management.
[0037] In the NAS layer, two states, an EPS Mobility Management-registered (EMM-REGISTERED) state and an
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EMM-DEREGISTERED state, are defined in order to manage mobility of the UE. These two states are applied to the
UE and the MME. Initially, the UE is in an EMM-DEREGISTERED state. Here, the UE performs a procedure for registering
the UE in a network through an initial attach procedure in order to access the network. When the attach procedure has
been successfully performed, the UE and the MME enter an EMM-REGISTERED state.
[0038] Two states, an EPS Connection Management (ECM)-IDLE state and an ECM-CONNECTED state, are defined
in order to manage signaling connection between the UE and the EPC. These two states are applied to the UE and the
MME. If the UE establishes an RRC connection with the E-UTRAN when the UE is in an ECM-IDLE state, the UE enters
an ECM-CONNECTED state. If the MME establishes an Sl connection with the E-UTRAN when the MME is in an ECM-
IDLE state, the MME enters an ECM-CONNECTED state. When the UE is in an ECM-IDLE state, the E-UTRAN does
not have context information of the UE. Therefore, the UE performs a UE-based mobility related procedure such as cell
selection or reselection without the need to receive a command from the network. On the other hand, when the UE is
in an ECM-CONNECTED state, mobility of the UE is managed by a command from the network. When the position of
the UE has changed from that known by the network while the UE is in an ECM-IDLE state, the UE notifies the network
of the changed position of the UE through a tracking area update procedure.
[0039] The following is a description of a radio link failure procedure in a 3GPP LTE system.
[0040] A UE constantly performs measurement in order to maintain the quality of a communication link with a cell
which currently provides a service to the UE. Specifically, the UE determines whether or not the quality of the commu-
nication link with the cell that currently provides a service to the UE is bad to the extent that communication is impossible.
Upon determining that the quality of the communication link is bad to the extent that communication is impossible, the
UE declares radio link failure. If the UE declares radio link failure, the UE gives up keeping the communication with the
cell and then attempts RRC connection re-establishment after selecting a cell through a cell selection procedure. Op-
erations associated with such radio link failure may be performed in two steps as shown in FIG. 4.
[0041] In the first step, the UE checks if there is a problem in the current communication link. If there is a problem, the
UE declares a radio link problem and awaits recovery of the communication link for a predetermined time of T1. If the
link is recovered within the time T1, the UE continues normal operation. If the radio link problem is not solved within the
time T1, the UE declares radio link failure and enters the second step. In the second step, the UE performs an RRC
connection re-establishment procedure for recovery from the radio link failure.
[0042] The RRC connection re-establishment procedure is a procedure for re-establishing an RRC connection in an
RRC_CONNECTED state. The UE does not initialize all radio configuration (for example, radio bearer configuration) of
the UE since the UE remains in an RRC_CONNECTED state, i.e., since the UE does not enter an RRC_IDLE state.
Instead, the UE suspends use of all radio bearers excluding SRB0 when starting the RRC connection re-establishment
procedure. If RRC connection re-establishment is successful, the UE resumes using the radio bearers, the use of which
has been suspended.
[0043] FIGs. 5 and 6 illustrate the case in which an RRC connection re-establishment procedure is successful and
the case in which an RRC connection re-establishment procedure has failed.
[0044] How a UE operates in the RRC connection re-establishment procedure is described below with reference to
FIGs. 5 and 6. First, the UE performs a cell selection procedure to select one cell. The UE receives system information
in order to receive basic parameters for cell access from the selected cell. Then, the UE attempts RRC connection re-
establishment through a random access procedure. When the cell that the UE has selected through cell selection is a
cell (i.e., a prepared cell) which has context of the UE, the cell can accept the RRC connection re-establishment request
of the UE, resulting in that the RRC connection re-establishment procedure is successful. However, when the cell selected
by the UE is not a prepared cell, the cell cannot accept the RRC connection re-establishment request of the UE since
the cell has no context of the UE, resulting in failure of the RRC connection re-establishment procedure.
[0045] FIG. 7 illustrates carrier aggregation technology that is applicable to a 3GPP LTE-A system.
[0046] The standard of LTE-A technology, which is a candidate IMT-Advanced technology of the International Tele-
communication Union (ITU), has been designed to meet the requirements of the IMT-Advanced technology of the ITU.
Accordingly, it is being discussed that LTE-A system bandwidth is extended compared to the existing LTE system
bandwidth in order to satisfy the requirements of the ITU. To extend the bandwidth in the LTE-A system, it is being
discussed that carriers that may be used in the existing LTE system are defined as component carriers (CCs) and the
defined CCs are used in groups, each including up to 5 CCs. Since each CC may have a bandwidth of up to 20MHz as
in the LTE system, the bandwidth can be extended up to 100MHz. Such technology for using CCs in groups, each
including a plurality of CCs, is referred to as Carrier Aggregation (CA).
[0047] To use CCs, the UE needs to receive configuration information of CCs from an eNB. The CC configuration
information may include at least part of CC system information and/or parameter values associated with respective
operations of CCs. Upon receiving the CC configuration information from the eNB, the UE can transmit and receive data
through each CC.
[0048] As described above, in the LTE-A system, a plurality of CCs can be configured and the configuration of the
plurality of CCs may be modified or the configuration may be changed such that a new CC is added to the plurality of
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CCs or a CC is removed from the plurality of CCs.
[0049] Such a change can be made through an RRC connection re-establishment procedure. For example, to add a
new CC to a plurality of CCs configured for a UE, the network may transmit, to the UE, an RRC connection re-establishment
message including configuration information of the plurality of CCs required to run a new CC that is to be added to the
plurality of CCs for the UE and the UE may configure a plurality of CCs by adding the new CC using the received CC
configuration information.
[0050] For example, the eNB may modify CCs through a message structure as shown in the following table.

[0051] Table 1 is merely exemplary and it is possible to change, add, and remove CCs using various other methods
without being limited to the method of Table 1.
[0052] Here, when a plurality of downlink CCs and/or a plurality of uplink CCs are configured for a UE and configuration
information is changed, a CC is removed from the plurality of CCs, or a new CC is added to the plurality of CCs, there
may be a problem associated with a connection relation between each CC unlike when one downlink CC and one uplink
CC are configured for a UE.
[0053] This is described below with reference to FIG. 8.
[0054] FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary connection relation between a single CC and a single CC in a carrier aggregation
scheme and an exemplary addition of a downlink CC.
[0055] In the case of FIG. 8A, there is only one connection relation between uplink and downlink CCs since a single
downlink CC and a single uplink CC are configured for a UE. Generally, when a UE receives downlink system information
of a CC, the UE can identify uplink information (for example, uplink frequency information) of an uplink connected to the
downlink.
[0056] The connection relation of FIG. 8A can be considered as the connection relation by means of system information.
Hereinafter, for ease of explanation, in drawings associated with embodiments of the present invention, a connection
relation between an uplink and a downlink is shown by a dotted line when it is a connection relation by means of system
information.
[0057] Unlike the example of FIG. 8A, one downlink CC 810 is added in the example of FIG. 8B. When a plurality of
uplink CCs or a plurality of downlink CCs is configured for a UE, connection relations between the uplink and downlink
CCs may be indefinite. For example, when a connection relation between the added downlink CC 810 and the uplink
CC is not clearly determined, there may be a problem in that it is difficult to determine an uplink CC through which
feedback information for data received through the added downlink CC 810 is to be transmitted to the eNB.
[0058] In addition, when a pre-set downlink CC is removed, there may also be a problem in a method of communicating
data through an uplink CC that has been configured to be in a connection relation with the removed downlink CC.
[0059] Accordingly, the present invention provides a method in which a downlink CC and/or an uplink CC are changed,
added, or deleted, a message including identifier information specifying new connection relations is received, and data
is communicated according to the identifier information included in the received message in a mobile communication
system that employs carrier aggregation.
[0060] Various embodiments of the present invention are described below in detail.

Table 1

Level-n 
IE

Level n+k IE Level n+k+1 IE Level n+k+2 IE

Add CC, 
Modify 
CC,

CC Identification Information, CC configuration DL CC 
configuration

DL CC specific 
configuration IE
...
...
UL Feedback CC 
identifier

UL CC 
configuration 
(OPTIONAL)

UL CC specific 
configuration IE
...
...
DL Feedback CC 
identifier

Release 
CC

CC identifier, Release Indicator {UL CC only release, 
DL CC only release, UL and DL CC release}
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[0061] First, a method for modifying configuration of a plurality of CCs that have been pre-set is described below with
reference to FIG. 9.
[0062] FIG. 9 illustrates an example in which connection relations between CCs are changed through identifier infor-
mation.
[0063] Before the configuration is changed, downlink CC 1 (911) is connected to uplink CC 1 (912) and downlink CC
2 (921) is connected to uplink CC 2 (922) to enable data communication.
[0064] At this time, a UE can receive a message including identifier information for modifying a connection relation
between at least one downlink CC and at least one CC from an eNB.
[0065] The message of FIG. 9 does not include CC addition or removal information and includes identifier information
for modifying connection relations between existing CCs.
[0066] Upon receiving the message, the UE may configure a new connection relation based on the identifier information
included in the received message, connect the downlink CC 1 (911) to the uplink CC 2 (922) and connect the downlink
CC 2 (921) to the uplink CC 1 (912) to enable data communication.
[0067] Namely, before the connection relations are changed through the message, the UE transmits corresponding
feedback information to the eNB through the uplink CC 1 (912) upon receiving data through the downlink CC 1 (911).
However, after the connection relations are changed through the message, the UE transmits the corresponding feedback
information to the eNB through the uplink CC 2 (922).
[0068] The feedback information may be response data of the UE to data received from the eNB and may include
feedback (HARQ ACK/NACK) of MAC layer.
[0069] Although the above description has been given with reference to the case in which feedback data for the
received data is transmitted, the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0070] That is, not only when the UE transmits feedback data after receiving data but also when the UE transmits
preliminary information (for example, channel status information, a precoding matrix index, a rank indicator, a scheduling
request, or a reference signal) to the eNB before receiving data, modified connection relations between CCs indicated
by identifier information included in a message may be applied to perform communication.
[0071] It is also possible to add a new downlink CC through a message that further includes information for adding a
new downlink CC according to an embodiment of the present invention. In this case, identifier information included in
the message includes information for configuration of a connection relation between an uplink CC and the added downlink
CC to enable data communication.
[0072] FIG. 10 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC is added and a new connection relation is configured.
[0073] In the example of FIG. 10, a downlink CC may be added and a new connection relation may be configured
through a message and identifier information included in the message as shown in the following table.

[0074] Feedback information for data received through downlink CC 3 (1013) that is newly added as shown in Table
2 is transmitted to an eNB through uplink CC 2 (1022).
[0075] However, Table 2 is merely exemplary and it is possible to add a CC and to configure a new connection relation
using various other methods without being limited to the method of Table 2.
[0076] Meanwhile, an embodiment of the present invention provides a function to remove an existing downlink CC
through a message that further includes downlink CC removal information. Here, although an uplink CC that has been
connected to a downlink CC to be removed may cause a problem, this problem can be solved since identifier information
included in the message includes configuration information for a new connection relation of the uplink CC that has been
connected to the downlink CC to be removed.
[0077] FIG. 11 illustrates an example in which an existing downlink CC is removed and a new connection relation is
configured.
[0078] In the example of FIG. 11, a downlink CC may be removed and a new connection relation may be configured
through a message and identifier information included in the message as shown in the following table.

Table 2

CC configuration message
+ Add CC3

- CC configuration
* DL CC configuration

>> DL CC specific configurations
>> UL Feedback CC identifier = CC2
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[0079] As shown in Table 3, downlink CC 2 (1121) is removed and uplink CC 2 (1122) that has been connected to
the downlink CC 2 (1121) is connected to downlink CC 1 (1111) to enable data communication.
[0080] However, Table 3 is merely exemplary and it is possible to remove a CC and to configure a new connection
relation using various other methods without being limited to the method of Table 3.
[0081] In addition, according to an embodiment of the present invention, it is possible to add a new uplink CC through
a message that further includes uplink CC addition information. In this case, identifier information included in the message
includes configuration information for a connection relation between the added uplink CC and a downlink CC, thereby
allowing data communication.
[0082] FIG. 12 illustrates an example in which an uplink CC is added and a new connection relation is configured.
[0083] In the example of FIG. 12, an uplink CC may be added and a new connection relation may be configured
through a message and identifier information included in the message as shown in the following table.

[0084] As shown in Table 4, feedback information for data transmitted through uplink CC 2 (1222) that is newly added
is received by a UE through downlink CC 1 (1211).
[0085] However, Table 4 is merely exemplary and it is possible to add a CC and to configure a new connection relation
using various other methods without being limited to the method of Table 4.
[0086] In addition, according to an embodiment of the present invention, it is possible to provide a function to change
an existing connection relation through identifier information included in a message while adding an uplink CC.
[0087] FIG. 13 illustrates an example in which an uplink CC is added and a connection relation between the added
uplink CC and an existing downlink CC is configured.
[0088] In the example of FIG. 13, an uplink CC may be added, a new connection relation may be configured, and an
existing connection relation may be modified through a message and identifier information included in the message as
shown in the following table.

[0089] As shown in Table 5, an existing connection relation configured between downlink CC 2 (1312) and an uplink

Table 3

CC configuration message
+ Release CC2

- CC identifier = CC2
- DL CC only release indication

+ Modify CC2
- CC configuration

* UL CC configuration
>> DL Feecback CC identifier=CC1

Table 4

CC configuration message
+ Add CC2

- CC configuration
* UL CC configuration

>> UL CC specific configurations
>> DL Feedback CC identifier = CC2

Table 5

CC configuration message
+ Modify CC2

- CC configuration
* UL CC configuration

>> UL CC specific configurations
>> DL Feedback CC identifier = CC2

* DL CC configuration
>> UL Feedback CC identifier = CC2
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CC 1 (1321) is changed and a new connection relation is configured between newly added uplink CC 2 (1322) and
downlink CC 2 (1321), thereby enabling data communication through the new connection relation.
[0090] However, Table 5 is merely exemplary and it is possible to add a CC and to configure a changed connection
relation using various other methods without being limited to the method of Table 5.
[0091] Meanwhile, an embodiment of the present invention provides a function to remove an existing uplink CC through
a message that further includes uplink CC removal information. Here, although a downlink CC that has been connected
to an uplink CC to be removed may cause a problem, this problem can be solved since identifier information included
in the message includes configuration information for a new connection relation of the downlink CC that has been
connected to the uplink CC to be removed.
[0092] FIG. 14 illustrates an example in which an existing uplink CC is removed and a new connection relation is
configured.
[0093] In the example of FIG. 14, an uplink CC may be removed and a new connection relation may be configured
through a message and identifier information included in the message as shown in the following table.

[0094] As shown in Table 6, uplink CC 2 (1422) is removed and downlink CC 2 (1421) that has been connected to
the uplink CC 2 (1422) is connected to uplink CC 1 (1412), thereby enabling data communication.
[0095] However, Table 6 is merely exemplary and it is possible to remove a CC and to configure a new connection
relation using various other methods without being limited to the method of Table 6.
[0096] In addition, according to an embodiment of the present invention, it is possible to add a new downlink CC and
a new uplink CC through a message that further includes uplink CC and downlink CC addition information.
[0097] Here, identifier information included in the message may include information indicating configuration of new
connection relations between CCs including added downlink and uplink CCs, thereby enabling data communication.
[0098] FIG. 15 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC and an uplink CC are added and a new connection
relation is configured.
[0099] As shown in FIG. 15, downlink CC 3 (1531) and uplink CC 3 (1532) may be simultaneously added through a
message and a connection relation between the added CCs may be configured.
[0100] Exemplary messages that may be applied in this case may include a combination of the messages of Table 2
and Table 5.
[0101] Accordingly, when a UE has received data through downlink CC 3 (1531), feedback information for the received
data may be transmitted to an eNB through uplink CC 2 (1522).
[0102] Then, information regarding data that has been transmitted through the uplink CC 3 (1532) will be transmitted
from the eNB through the downlink CC 2 (1521).
[0103] Meanwhile, according to an embodiment of the present invention, it is possible to remove an existing uplink
CC while adding a new downlink CC through a message that further includes downlink CC addition information and
uplink CC removal information.
[0104] Here, identifier information included in the message may include information indicating configuration of new
connection relations of a downlink CC, which has been connected to an uplink CC that is to be removed, and an added
downlink CC.
[0105] FIG. 16 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC is added, an existing uplink CC is removed, and a new
connection relation is configured.
[0106] As shown in FIG. 16, new downlink CC 3 (1631) is added, uplink CC 2 (1622) is removed, a connection relation
between the added downlink CC 3 (1631) and uplink CC 1 (1612) is configured through identifier information, and a new
connection relation is configured between the uplink CC 1 (1612) and downlink CC 2 (1621) that has been in a connection
relation with the removed uplink CC 2 (1622).
[0107] Accordingly, feedback information for data received through the downlink CC 2 (1621) or the downlink CC 3
(1631) may be transmitted to the eNB through the uplink CC 1 (1612) to perform communication.

Table 6

CC configuration message
+ Re ease CC2

- CC identifier = CC2
- UL CC only release indication

+ Modify CC2
- CC configuration
* DL CC configuration

» UL Feec back CC identifier = CC1
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[0108] In addition, it is possible to remove an existing downlink CC while adding a new uplink CC through a message
that further includes uplink CC addition information and downlink CC removal information.
[0109] Here, identifier information included in the message may include information indicating configuration of new
connection relations of an uplink CC, which has been connected to a downlink CC that is to be removed, and an added
uplink CC.
[0110] FIG. 17 illustrates an example in which a downlink CC is removed, an existing uplink CC is added, and a new
connection relation is configured.
[0111] As shown in FIG. 17, new uplink CC 3 (1732) is added, downlink CC 2 (1721) is removed, a connection relation
between the added uplink CC 3 (1732) and downlink CC 1 (1711) is configured through identifier information, and a new
connection relation is configured between the downlink CC 1 (1711) and uplink CC 2 (1722) that has been in a connection
relation with the removed downlink CC 2 (1721).
[0112] Accordingly, feedback information for data received through the uplink CC 2 (1722) or the uplink CC 3 (1732)
may be received by the UE through the downlink CC 1 (1711).
[0113] Meanwhile, according to an embodiment of the present invention, it is possible to remove existing downlink
and uplink CCs through a message that further includes downlink and uplink CC removal information.
[0114] Here, identifier information included in the message may include information indicating configuration of new
connection relations of an uplink CC and a downlink CC that have been connected to a downlink CC and an uplink CC
that are to be removed, thereby enabling data communication.
[0115] For example, messages that are used to remove a downlink CC and an uplink CC may include a combination
of the messages of Table 3 and Table 5.
[0116] FIG. 18 illustrates an example in which an existing downlink CC and an existing uplink CC are removed and a
new connection relation is configured.
[0117] As shown in FIG. 18, downlink CC 3 (1831) and uplink CC 2 (1822) may be removed through information
included in a message and a new connection relation may be configured between uplink CC 3 (1832) that has been
connected to the removed downlink CC 3 (1831) and downlink CC 2 (1822) that has been connected to the removed
uplink CC 2 (1822), thereby performing data communication.
[0118] Although a new connection relation is configured between CCs that have been in connection relations with
removed CCs in the example of FIG. 18, this is merely exemplary and it is possible to configure a new connection relation
between other CCs without being limited to such CCs that have been in connection relations with removed CCs.
[0119] In addition, although the above description has been given focusing on a function to transmit feedback data in
response to reception of data, the present invention is not limited to such a function.
[0120] That is, a modified connection relation between CCs indicated by identifier information included in a message
may be applied to performing communication not only when feedback data is received after data is transmitted but also
when a UE transmits preliminary information (for example, a power headroom report) for transmitting data to an eNB.
[0121] An example in which the present invention is applied to communication of a power headroom report is described
below.
[0122] First, the power headroom report generally indicates a difference between the amount of power that a UE can
use for transmission on a specific CC and the amount of power that a UE has already used for transmission on the CC.
[0123] An eNB receives a power headroom report of a CC that is being used by a UE from the UE and calculates the
amount of power that the UE is to use when performing transmission through the CC.
[0124] Here, to calculate power headroom for a specific CC, the UE measures path loss of the CC and reflects the
measured path loss in calculation of the power headroom.
[0125] Generally, the path loss of the CC is calculated by measuring a downlink of a CC connected to an uplink of the
CC through system information.
[0126] Accordingly, when the UE desires to calculate power headroom of an uplink of a specific CC for transmitting
the CC through the uplink, the UE may specify a downlink CC whose path loss is to be measured and perform commu-
nication using the specified downlink CC, thereby applying the methods of the present invention.
[0127] Configuration of an association (or connection relation) suggested by the present invention may not only be
applied to clarifying a feedback relationship associated with data transmission and reception as described above but
may also be used for purposes described below.
[0128] First, the methods of the present invention may be applied to configuration of an association for transmitting/re-
ceiving a random access message of a UE. Before this is described in detail, a random access procedure that is provided
by an LTE system is described below with reference to FIG. 19.
[0129] FIG. 19 illustrates a random access procedure to which the present invention may be applied.
[0130] First, FIG. 19A illustrates a contention-based random access procedure.
[0131] In the contention-based random access procedure, a UE randomly selects one random access preamble from
a random access preamble set indicated through a handover command or system information, selects PRACH resources
for transmitting the random access preamble, and transmits the random access preamble through the selected PRACH
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resources.
[0132] After the UE transmits the random access preamble, the UE attempts to receive a random access response
destined for the UE within a random access response reception window through a handover command or system
information transmitted by an eNB.
[0133] More specifically, the random access response information is transmitted in the form of a MAC PDU and the
MAC PDU is transmitted through a PDSCH. In addition, a PDCCH is also transmitted to allow the UE to properly receive
information transmitted through the PDSCH. That is, the PDCCH includes information regarding the UE which is to
receive the PDSCH, frequency and time information for radio resources of the PDSCH, a transmission format of the
PDSCH, and the like.
[0134] Once the UE succeeds in receiving the PDCCH designated to the UE, the UE properly receives a random
access response through the PDSCH based on information of the PDCCH.
[0135] The random access response includes a random access preamble identification (ID), a UL grant (associated
with uplink radio resources), a temporary C-RNTI (temporary cell identifier), and a Time Alignment Command (TAC)
(including a time synchronization correction value).
[0136] Since one random access response may include random access response information for one or more UEs,
the random access preamble ID needs to be included in the random access response in order to indicate a UE for which
the UL grant, the temporary C-RNTI, and the TAC are valid.
[0137] In the case that the UE has received a random access response which is valid for the UE, the UE processes
information items included in the random access response.
[0138] That is, the UE applies the TAC and stores the temporary C-RNTI. In addition, the UE transmits data stored in
a buffer or newly generated data to the eNB.
[0139] Here, an identifier of the UE needs to be included in data of the UL grant since, in the contention-based random
access procedure, the eNB cannot determine which UEs perform the random access procedure and thus needs to
identify the UE in order to resolve contention at a later time.
[0140] In addition, the identifier of the UE may be included in the UL grant using two methods. In the first method,
when the UE has a valid cell identifier which a corresponding cell has allocated to the UE before the random access
procedure, the UE transmits the cell identifier of the UE through the UL grant.
[0141] On the other hand, when no valid cell identifier has been allocated to the UE before the random access procedure,
the UE transmits data including a unique identifier of the UE (for example, an S-TMSI or a random Id). Generally, the
unique identifier of the UE is longer than the cell identifier. When the UE has transmitted data through the UL grant, the
UE starts a contention resolution timer.
[0142] Here, the UE awaits an instruction from the eNB for contention resolution after transmitting data including the
identifier of the UE through the UL grant included in the random access response. That is, the UE attempts to receive
a PDCCH for receiving a specific message.
[0143] The PDCCH may also be received using two methods. When the identifier of the UE transmitted through the
UL grant is a cell identifier, the UE attempts to receive the PDCCH using the cell identifier of the UE. On the other hand,
when the identifier is a unique identifier of the UE, the UE attempts to receive the PDCCH using a temporary C-RNTI
included in the random access response. Thereafter, in the former case, when the UE has received the PDCCH through
the cell identifier of the UE before the contention resolution timer expires, the UE determines that the random access
procedure has been normally performed and terminates the random access procedure.
[0144] In the latter case, when the UE has received the PDCCH through the temporary cell identifier before the
contention resolution timer expires, the UE checks data carried in a PDSCH indicated by the PDCCH. If a unique identifier
of the UE is included in the data carried in the PDSCH, the UE determines that the random access procedure has been
normally performed and terminates the random access procedure.
[0145] Next, FIG. 19B illustrates how a UE and an eNB operate in a non-contention-based random access procedure.
[0146] The non-contention-based random access procedure may be performed, first, when a handover procedure is
performed and, second, when the non-contention-based random access procedure is requested by an instruction from
an eNB. Of course, a contention-based random access procedure may also be performed in the two cases.
[0147] First, for the non-contention-based random access procedure, it is important to receive a designated random
access preamble which is not likely to cause collision (or contention). Methods of indicating the random access preamble
include using a handover command and using a PDCCH command.
[0148] After a random access preamble designated only for the UE is allocated from the eNB, the UE transmits the
random access preamble to the eNB.
[0149] Here, random access response information is received using the same method as in the contention-based
random access procedure.
[0150] In addition, a detailed method for resolving contention in a random access procedure is described below.
Collision (or contention) occurs in the random access procedure basically because the number of random access
preambles is limited.
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[0151] That is, since the eNB cannot assign UE-specific random access preambles to all UEs, the UE randomly selects
and transmits a random access preamble among common random access preambles. Accordingly, two or more UEs
may select and transmit the same random access preamble through the same PRACH resources. However, in this case,
the eNB determines that one random access preamble has been transmitted from one UE.
[0152] Therefore, the eNB transmits a random access response to the UE and predicts that the random access
response will be received by one UE. However, contention may occur as described above such that two or more UEs
receive one random access response and thus each UE performs operation based on the received random access
response.
[0153] That is, there may be a problem in that two or more UEs transmit different data through the same radio resources
using one UL grant included in the random access response. Thus, all data may fail to be transmitted to the eNB, or the
eNB may receive data of only a specific UE depending on the position or transmission power of each UE.
[0154] In the latter case, since the two or more UEs assume that they have successfully transmitted their own data,
the eNB needs to notify the UEs, which have failed in contention, of the information regarding failure.
[0155] Notification of the information regarding failure or success is referred to as contention resolution. There are
two contention resolution methods, one method using a Contention Resolution (CR) timer and the other method trans-
mitting the identifier of the UE, which has succeeded in contention, to the UEs.
[0156] The former method is used when the UE already has a unique cell identifier (C-RNTI) before the random access
procedure is performed.
[0157] That is, the UE which already has the cell identifier transmits data including the cell identifier to the eNB in
response to the random access response and starts the CR timer. Then, when the UE has received PDCCH information
including the cell identifier of the UE before the CR timer expires, the UE determines that the UE has succeeded in
contention and normally terminates the random access procedure. On the other hand, when the UE has not received a
PDCCH including the cell identifier of the UE before the CR timer expires, the UE determines that the UE has failed in
contention and thus again performs the random access procedure or reports failure to a higher layer.
[0158] The latter contention resolution method, in which an identifier of a UE which has succeeded in contention
resolution is transmitted, is used when the UE has no unique cell identifier before the random access procedure. That
is, when the UE has no cell identifier, the UE transmits data including a higher-level identifier (S-TMSI or random Id)
than the cell identifier according to UL grant information included in the random access response and starts a CR timer.
[0159] When data including the higher-level identifier of the UE has been received before the CR timer expires, the
UE determines that the random access procedure has been successful. On the other hand, when data including the
higher-level identifier of the UE has not been received before the CR timer expires, the UE determines that the random
access procedure has failed.
[0160] The methods suggested in this specification may be used to configure a connection relation for random access
of the UE.
[0161] For example, after a UE transmits a random access preamble through uplink of a specific CC, the UE may
designate a downlink CC through which the UE expects to receive a random access response transmitted from the eNB
as a response to the random access preamble. It is preferable that a connection relation for random access be pre-set
by the eNB before the UE performs random access.
[0162] In addition, the methods of the present invention may be applied to configure a connection relation for time
synchronization adjustment of a UE and an eNB.
[0163] Before describing how the present invention is applied to configure such a connection relation, timing alignment
maintenance of an uplink in the LTE system is described as follows.
[0164] In an LTE system, which is based on Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) technology, data
transmission of a specific UE may cause interference to communication with an eNB of other UEs. To minimize such
interference, the eNB needs to properly manage transmission timing of the UE.
[0165] More specifically, each UE may be present in any area in a cell. This indicates that the time required for data
transmitted by each UE to arrive at an eNB may vary depending on the location of the UE. That is, the time required for
data transmitted by a UE, which attempts transmission at an edge of a cell, to arrive at the eNB will be longer than the
time required for data transmitted by a UE which is located at the center of a cell to arrive at the eNB. That is, the time
required for data transmitted by a UE, which is located at the center of a cell, to arrive at the eNB will be shorter than
the time required for data transmitted by a UE which is located at an edge of a cell to arrive at the eNB.
[0166] An eNB needs to perform management to allow data or signals transmitted by all UEs in a cell to be received
within every time boundary in order to prevent the influence of interference. Therefore, the eNB needs to appropriately
control transmission timing of each UE according to the position or situation of the UE. Such transmission timing control
is referred to as time synchronization management.
[0167] One method of managing time synchronization may be a random access operation. That is, the eNB receives
a random access preamble transmitted by a UE through a random access procedure and calculates a time synchronization
value associated with transmission timing using received information of the random access preamble.
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[0168] The eNB then notifies the UE of the calculated time synchronization value through a random access response
and the UE then updates transmission timing using the calculated time synchronization value. In another method, the
eNB receives a sounding reference signal that the UE periodically or randomly transmits, and calculates a time syn-
chronization value of the UE through the received signal and then notifies the UE of the calculated time synchronization
value.
[0169] Accordingly, the eNB instructs the UE to finely control uplink transmission timing in order to allow the UE to
transmit data at a correct timing through a specific uplink such that the UE and the eNB can maintain correct synchro-
nization.
[0170] This instruction is referred to as timing advance in LTE. Through timing advance, it is possible to slightly delay
or advance the uplink transmission timing of the UE. The UE applies a received timing advance value in the form of an
offset with respect to used downlink carrier timing and determines uplink timing.
[0171] Returning to the description of the method of the present invention, when the UE determines transmission
timing through a specific uplink CC, the eNB may designate a downlink CC that the UE needs to use as a reference.
Here, it is preferable that a connection relation of the UE and the eNB for time synchronization is pre-set by the eNB
before the UE performs random access.
[0172] The following is a description of a UE and an eNB for modifying a connection relation between CCs for data
communication of the UE according to another aspect of the present invention.
[0173] FIG. 20 illustrates a configuration of an embodiment of a wireless communication system including a UE and
an eNB according to the present invention.
[0174] As shown in FIG. 20, the UE may include a receiving module 2011, a transmitting module 2012, a processor
2013, and a memory 2014. The receiving module 2011 may receive various signals, data, information, etc., from the
eNB or the like. The transmitting module 2012 may transmit various signals, data, information, etc., to the eNB or the
like. The processor 2013 may control communication of data through a message received through the receiving module
2011. The UE may be configured such that, when the UE receives a message including identifier information for modifying
a connection relation between downlink and uplink CCs from the eNB through the receiving module and receives specific
data through the downlink CC, the UE transmits feedback information for the received data to the eNB through the
transmitting module using the uplink CC modified based on the identifier information.
[0175] Meanwhile, the eNB may include a receiving module 2031, a transmitting module 2032, a processor 2033, and
a memory 2034. The receiving module 2031 may receive various signals, data, information, etc., from the UE or the
like. The transmitting module 2032 may transmit various signals, data, information, etc., to the UE or the like.
[0176] The processor 2033 may perform a control operation to transmit configuration information of a specific CC
among a plurality of CCs to the UE through the transmitting module 2032. In addition, the processor 2033 performs
arithmetic processing on information received by the UE, information to be transmitted to the outside, or the like and the
memory 2034 may store the arithmetic-processed information or the like for a certain time and may be replaced with a
component such as a buffer (not shown).
[0177] The following is a detailed description of configurations of the processors of the UE and the eNB, which are
core components of the UE and the eNB.
[0178] FIG. 21 illustrates functions (especially, associated with a structure of an L2 (second) layer) of the processor
of the eNB to which the embodiments of the present invention are applied and FIG. 22 illustrates functions (especially,
associated with a structure of an L2 (second) layer) of the processor of the UE to which the embodiments of the present
invention are applied.
[0179] A PDCP layer 2110, an RLC layer 2120, and a MAC layer 2130 are illustrated in a downlink L2 structure 2100
shown in FIG. 21. In FIG. 21, elements 2105, 2115, 2125, and 2135 denoted by circles on interfaces between the layers
represent Service Access Points (SAP) for pear-to-pear communication. The SAP between a PHY channel (not shown)
and the MAC layer provides a transport channel as denoted by "2135" and the SAP between the MAC layer and the
RLC layer provides a logical channel as denoted by "2125". General operations of the layers are the same as described
above.
[0180] The MAC layer multiplexes a plurality of logical channels (i.e., radio bearers) from the RLC layer. In the downlink
L2 structure, a plurality of multiplexing entities 2131 of the MAC layer are associated with Multiple Input Multiple Output
(MIMO) technology. In a system where carrier aggregation (CA) technology is not taken into consideration, in the case
of non-MIMO, multiple logical channels are multiplexed to generate one transport channel and therefore one Hybrid
Automatic Repeat and reQuest (HARQ) Entity (not shown) is provided for one multiplexing entity 2131.
[0181] On the other hand, the processor of the eNB where CA technology is taken into consideration generates a
plurality of transport channels corresponding to a plurality of CCs from one multiplexing entity 2131. In this regard, in
CA technology, one HARQ entity 2032 manages one CC. Accordingly, in the MAC layer 2130 of the processor of the
eNB that supports CA technology, a plurality of HARQ entities 2132 are provided for one multiplexing entity 2131 and
operations associated with the plurality of HARQ entities 2132 are performed in the MAC layer 2130. In addition, since
each HARQ entity 2132 independently processes a transport block, it is possible to simultaneously transmit and receive
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a plurality of transport blocks through a plurality of CCs.
[0182] The uplink L2 structure 2200 of FIG. 22, i.e., the L2 structure of the processor of the UE, performs the same
operations as the downlink L2 structure 2100 of FIG. 21 except that one multiplexing entity 2231 is included in one MAC
layer 2230. That is, a plurality of HARQ entities 2232 are provided for a plurality of CCs, operations associated with a
plurality of HARQ entities 2232 are performed in the MAC layer 2230, and a plurality of transport blocks can be simul-
taneously transmitted and received through a plurality of CCs.
[0183] The embodiments of the present invention described above may be implemented by various means. For ex-
ample, the embodiments of the present invention may be implemented by hardware, firmware, software, or any combi-
nation thereof.
[0184] In the case in which the present invention is implemented with hardware, the methods according to the em-
bodiments of the present invention may be implemented with one or more application specific integrated circuits (ASICs),
digital signal processors (DSPs), digital signal processing devices (DSPDs), programmable logic devices (PLDs), field
programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), processors, controllers, microcontrollers, microprocessors, or the like.
[0185] Although the present invention has been described above with reference to each of the embodiments, it will
be understood by a person having ordinary skills in the art that the embodiments may be combined in various ways to
be practiced. Thus, it should be understood that the present invention includes all embodiments within the scope of the
appended claims without being limited to the above embodiments.

[Industrial Applicability]

[0186] Although each of the embodiments of the present invention has been described focusing on the case in which
the present invention is applied to a mobile communication system that is based on 3GPP LTE for ease of explanation,
the present invention can be applied in the same manner to various other mobile communication systems in which a
measurement operation for mobility management of a UE is used and a UE can simultaneously use a plurality of CCs.
[0187] Alternative aspects are set out in the following clauses.

1. A method for a user equipment to communicate data by modifying a connection relation between component
carriers in a mobile communication system to which a carrier aggregation scheme is applied, the method comprising:

receiving a message including identifier information that modifies a connection relation between at least one
downlink component carrier and at least one uplink component carrier from a base station;
receiving data from the base station through one of the at least one downlink component carrier; and
transmitting feedback data for the received data to the base station through an uplink component carrier modified
based on the identifier information.

2. The method of clause 1, wherein the message further includes information for addition of a first downlink component
carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between the added first
downlink component carrier and one of the at least one uplink component carrier.
3. The method of clause 1, wherein the message further includes information for removal of a second downlink
component carrier among the at least one downlink component carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between one of the at least
one downlink component carrier other than the second downlink component carrier to be removed and an uplink
component carrier connected to the second downlink component carrier to be removed.
4. The method of clause 1, wherein the message further includes information for addition of a first uplink component
carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between the added first uplink
component carrier and one of the at least one downlink component carrier.
5. The method of clause 1, wherein the message further includes information for removal of a second uplink com-
ponent carrier among the at least one uplink component carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between one of the at least
one uplink component carrier other than the second uplink component carrier to be removed and a downlink com-
ponent carrier connected to the second uplink component carrier to be removed.
6. The method of clause 2, wherein the message further includes information for addition of a first uplink component
carrier,
the identifier information further includes information for configuration of a connection relation between the added
first uplink component carrier and one of the at least one downlink component carrier and the added first downlink
component carrier, and
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the added first downlink component carrier is configured to have a connection relation with one of the added first
uplink component carrier and the at least one uplink component carrier.
7. The method of clause 2, wherein the message further includes information for removal of a second uplink com-
ponent carrier among the at least one uplink component carrier,
the identifier information further includes information for configuration of a connection relation between one of the
at least one uplink component carrier other than the second uplink component carrier to be removed and a downlink
component carrier connected to the second uplink component carrier to be removed, and
the added first downlink component carrier is configured to have a connection relation with one of the at least one
uplink component carrier other than the second uplink component carrier to be removed configured.
8. The method of clause 3, wherein the message includes information for addition of a first uplink component carrier,
and
the identifier information further includes information for configuration of a connection relation between one of the
at least one downlink component carrier other than the second downlink component carrier and the added first uplink
component carrier.
9. The method of clause 3, wherein the message includes information for removal of a second uplink component
carrier among the at least one uplink component carrier, and
the identifier information further includes information for configuration of one of the at least one uplink component
carrier other than the second uplink component carrier to be removed and a downlink component carrier connected
to the second uplink component carrier to be removed.
10. A user equipment for communicating data by modifying a connection relation between component carriers in a
mobile communication system to which a carrier aggregation scheme is applied, the user equipment comprising:

a receiving module for receiving a predetermined data from a base station;
a transmitting module for transmitting feedback data for the received data to the base station; and
a processor, the processor receives a message including identifier information that modifies a connection relation
between at least one downlink component carrier and at least one uplink component carrier from the base
station and receives the predetermined data through one of the at least one downlink component carrier through
the receiving module, and the processor controls the transmitting module to transmit feedback data for the
received data to the base station through an uplink component carrier modified based on the identifier information.

11. The user equipment of clause 10, wherein the message further includes information for addition of a first downlink
component carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between the added first
downlink component carrier and one of the at least one uplink component carrier.
12. The user equipment of clause 10, wherein the message further includes information for removal of a second
downlink component carrier among the at least one downlink component carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between one of the at least
one downlink component carrier other than the second downlink component carrier to be removed and an uplink
component carrier connected to the second downlink component carrier to be removed.
13. The user equipment of clause 10, wherein the message further includes information for addition of a first uplink
component carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between the added first uplink
component carrier and one of the at least one downlink component carrier.
14. The user equipment of clause 10, wherein the message further includes information for removal of a second
uplink component carrier among the at least one uplink component carrier, and
the identifier information includes information for configuration of a connection relation between one of the at least
one uplink component carrier other than the second uplink component carrier to be removed and a downlink com-
ponent carrier connected to the second uplink component carrier to be removed.

Claims

1. A method for configuring component carriers at a user equipment in a mobile communication system supporting
carrier aggregation, the method comprising:

receiving, by the user equipment, a message including configuration information for a first component carrier,
the configuration information including identification information of a second component carrier and further
including an association between the first component carrier and the second component carrier;
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modifying, by the user equipment, configuration of the component carriers according to the configuration infor-
mation;
measuring, by the user equipment, path loss of a downlink carrier of one of the first component carrier or the
second component carrier; and
transmitting, by the user equipment, power headroom information for uplink transmission on an uplink carrier
based on the measured path loss, wherein the uplink carrier is of a component carrier different from the com-
ponent carrier of the downlink carrier.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the message includes information for reconfiguring radio resource control, RRC,
connection of the user equipment.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein downlink of the first component carrier is associated with uplink of the second
component carrier.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein uplink of the first component carrier is associated with downlink of the second
component carrier.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein modifying the configuration of the component carriers includes adding a downlink
carrier or an uplink carrier to the component carriers.

6. A communication device configuring component carriers in a mobile communication system supporting carrier ag-
gregation, the communication device comprising:

a receiving module; and
a processor configured to:

receive a message including configuration information for a first component carrier, the configuration infor-
mation including identification information of a second component carrier and further including an association
between the first component carrier and the second component carrier,
modify configuration of the component carriers according to the configuration information, and
transmit power headroom information for uplink transmission on an uplink carrier based on the measured
path loss, wherein the uplink carrier is of a component carrier different from the component carrier of the
downlink carrier.

7. The communication device of claim 6, wherein the message includes information for reconfiguring radio resource
control, RRC, connection of the user equipment.

8. The communication device of claim 6, wherein downlink of the first component carrier is associated with uplink of
the second component carrier.

9. The communication device of claim 6, wherein uplink of the first component carrier is associated with downlink of
the second component carrier.

10. The communication device of claim 6, wherein modifying the configuration of the component carriers includes adding
the downlink carrier or the uplink carrier to the component carriers.
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