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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR ALLOCATING RESOURCES FOR GROUP CALL IN CLUSTER 
SYSTEM

(57) Provided are a method and apparatus for allo-
cating resources for a group call in a cluster system.
When a group call is initiated, a cluster server counts the
number of terminals under all MBSFN areas allocated
and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call, ac-
cording to information about the MBSFN areas allocated
and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call; when
the group call is ongoing, re-counts the number of the
terminals under all the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-
allocated by each MCE for the group call; if it is deter-
mined that the number of the terminals under an MBSFN
area changes from zero to non-zero, the cluster server
initiates a process of allocating resources for the group
call under the MBSFN area; and if it is determined that
the number of the terminals under an MBSFN area
changes from non-zero to zero, the cluster server initiates
a process of releasing resources allocated for the group
call under the MBSFN area. The scheme solves the prob-
lem of wasting resources due to the fixed configurations
of the MBSFN areas receiving a group call in the related
art.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of com-
munications technologies, and in particular, to a method
and an apparatus for allocating resources for a group call
in a cluster system.

Background

[0002] The cluster communication service is a half-du-
plex bidirectional service which implements a one-to-
many service, and has a feature that when the cluster
server initiates a group call service, the voice information
thereof can be sent simultaneously to each member of
a predefined cluster group, and the service is established
quickly.
[0003] In a fourth-generation mobile communication
long term evolution (LTE) system, an enhanced multime-
dia broadcast multicast service (eMBMS) is introduced,
which can be applied to the case where a terminal having
a video function receives, via a physical multicast chan-
nel (PMCH), a digital audio/video service in the broad-
cast/multicast form.
[0004] The eMBMS service can be used, in consider-
ation of the features thereof, for implementing the data
transmission function of the cluster group call listening
terminals (which can also be referred to as the users).
Specifically, a sending and receiving process of the eM-
BMS service is used as a data sending and receiving
process of the group call listening terminal. In the proce-
dure, a temporary mobile group identity (TMGI) may be
used as the cluster group identity. The user equipment
(UE) acquires the TMGI of the current group to which the
UE belongs according to the group information update
procedure. In the eMBMS procedure, it is judged, mainly
according to the TMGI, whether the group is the group
to which the UE belongs.
[0005] In the current eMBMS techniques, the multicast
broadcast single frequency network (MBSFN) areas are
mostly static configured and can be modified via opera-
tion and maintenance (O&M), and the range thereof in-
cludes a group of cells. In the same MBSFN area, the
PMCH configurations are completely the same, and
when the terminal is moving in the MBSFN area, it can
be ensured via the synchronization (sync) protocol that
the data acquired are also continuous. If the MBSFN area
is deployed to be large enough, the probability of the
resource redistribution of the eMBMS service is reduced
when the terminal moves into the target cell, thereby re-
ducing the service interruptions. However, if the MBSFN
area is deployed to be too large, the resource waste is
caused, since there may be no terminal needing to re-
ceive the eMBMS service/group call under some cells.
[0006] It can be seen therefrom, since the terminals
may be under different MBSFN areas, when the eMBMS
service/group call is initiated, the cluster server does not

know under which MBSFN areas the terminals needing
to receive the eMBMS service/group call are located, and
thus, it cannot be determined accurately to which MBSFN
areas the resources need to be distributed. If the method
of distributing resources fixedly under some MBSFN ar-
eas is used for some eMBMS services/group calls, since
it is possible that the terminals are not in these MBSFN
areas, this will not only cause the resource waste, but
also render not being able to receive the eMBMS serv-
ice/group call in time, so that the eMBMS service/group
call has a bad real-time performance. At present, there
is still no appropriate resource distribution method.

Summary

[0007] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a method and an apparatus for allocating resources for
a group call in a cluster system to solve the problem of
wasting resources due to the fixed configurations of the
MBSFN areas receiving a group call in the related art.
[0008] On the basis of the above-mentioned problem,
an embodiment of the present invention provides a meth-
od for allocating resources for a group call in a cluster
system, including: when the group call is initiated, a clus-
ter server counting the number of terminals under all mul-
ticast broadcast single frequency network (MBSFN) ar-
eas allocated and pre-allocated for the group call by each
multi-cell/multicast coordination entity (MCE), according
to information about the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-
allocated by each MCE for the group call; when the group
call is ongoing, when a terminal delays to access the
group call, a terminal in a group call listening state exits
from the group call, or a terminal in the group call listening
state is moving under different MBSFN areas, the cluster
server re-counting the number of terminals under all the
MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated by each MCE
for the group call; and as regards each MBSFN area, if
it is determined that the number of terminals under the
MBSFN area changes from zero to non-zero, the cluster
server initiating a process of allocating resources for the
group call under the MBSFN area; and if it is determined
that the number of terminals under the MBSFN area
changes from non-zero to zero, the cluster server initiat-
ing a process of releasing resources allocated for the
group call under the MBSFN area.
[0009] In an example embodiment, the cluster server
obtains the information about the MBSFN areas allocated
and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call in the
following manner: the cluster server initiating the group
call to each terminal in a group via a mobility management
entity (MME); the cluster server judging a state of the
each terminal via the MME; as regards each terminal, if
it is judged that the terminal is in an idle state, the cluster
server sending a paging message to evolved NodeBs
(eNBs) in a tracking area list of the terminal via the MME,
and notifying an eNB to which the terminal belongs to
upload identifier (ID) information and a temporary mobile
group identity (TMGI) of the terminal accessing the group
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call, and information about an MBSFN area allocated or
pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call; and if it is
judged that the terminal is in a connection state, the clus-
ter server sending a dedicated control channel (DCCH)
message to the eNB to which the terminal belongs via
the MME, and notifying the eNB to upload the ID infor-
mation and the TMGI of the terminal accessing the group
call, and the information about an MBSFN area allocated
or pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call.
[0010] In an example embodiment, the cluster server
re-counts, when the terminal delays to access the group
call, the number of terminals under all the MBSFN areas
allocated and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group
call in the following manner: when the cluster server re-
ceives information about an MBSFN areas allocated or
pre-allocated for the group call by the MCE, which is for-
warded by an eNB to which the terminal delaying to ac-
cess the group call belongs, increasing the number of
terminals under the MBSFN area by one.
[0011] In an example embodiment, the cluster server
re-counts, when the terminal in the group call listening
state exits from the group call, the number of the terminals
under all the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated
by each MCE for the group call in the following manner:
when the cluster server receives information about an
MBSFN area allocated for the group call by the MCE,
which is forwarded by an eNB to which the terminal ex-
iting from the group call belongs, decreasing the number
of terminals under the MBSFN area by one.
[0012] In an example embodiment, the cluster server
re-counts, when the terminal in the group call listening
state is moving under different MBSFN areas, the
number of terminals under all the MBSFN areas allocated
and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call in the
following manner: when the cluster server receives infor-
mation about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated
for the group call by the MCE to which a target eNB be-
longs, which is forwarded by the target eNB of the termi-
nal moving in different MBSFN areas, increasing the
number of terminals under the MBSFN area by one, and
decreasing the number of terminals under an MBSFN
area allocated for the group call by the MCE to which a
source eNB of the terminal belongs by one.
[0013] In an example embodiment, the cluster server
notifies, by initiating a session start/update process of an
enhanced multimedia broadcast multicast service, the
MCE of allocating resources for the group call under the
MBSFN area pre-allocated for the group call by the MCE,
and releasing resources under the MBSFN area allocat-
ed for the group call by the MCE.
[0014] Another embodiment of the present invention
provides an apparatus for allocating resources for a
group call in a cluster system, the apparatus including:
a counting module which is configured to count, when a
group call is initiated, the number of terminals under all
multicast broadcast single frequency network (MBSFN)
areas allocated and pre-allocated by each multi-cell/mul-
ticast coordination entity (MCE) for the group call, ac-

cording to information about the MBSFN areas allocated
and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call; and
to re-count, when the group call is ongoing, when a ter-
minal delays to access the group call, a terminal in a
group call listening state exits from the group call, or a
terminal in the group call listening state is moving under
different MBSFN areas, the number of the terminals un-
der all the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated by
each MCE for the group call; and an initiating module
which is configured to initiate, for each MBSFN area for
which counting is performed by the counting module, if
it is determined that the number of the terminals under
the MBSFN area changes from zero to non-zero, a proc-
ess of allocating resources for the group call under the
MBSFN area; and to initiate, if it is determined that the
number of the terminals under the MBSFN area changes
from non-zero to zero, a process of releasing resources
allocated for the group call under the MBSFN area.
[0015] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule is configured to initiate the group call to each terminal
in the group via the mobility management entity (MME);
to judge a state of the each terminal via the MME, wherein
as regards each terminal, if it is judged that the terminal
is in an idle state, then the counting module sends a pag-
ing message to eNBs in the tracking area list of the ter-
minal via the MME and notifies an eNB to which the ter-
minal belongs to upload identifier (ID) information and a
temporary mobile group identity (TMGI) of the terminal
accessing the group call, and information about an MBS-
FN area allocated or pre-allocated by the MCE for the
group call; and if it is judged that the terminal is in a con-
nection state, the counting module sends a dedicated
control channel (DCCH) message to the eNB to which
the terminal belongs via the MME, and notifies the eNB
to upload the ID information and the TMGI of the terminal
accessing the group call, and the information about an
MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated by the MCE for
the group call.
[0016] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule is configured to increase the number of terminals un-
der the MBSFN area by one, when receiving information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated for the
group call by the MCE, which is forwarded by an eNB to
which the terminal delaying to access the group call be-
longs.
[0017] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule is configured to decrease the number of terminals
under the MBSFN area by one, when receiving informa-
tion about an MBSFN area allocated for the group call
by the MCE, which is forwarded by an eNB to which the
terminal exiting from the group call belongs.
[0018] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule is configured to increase the number of terminals un-
der the MBSFN area by one, when the cluster server
receives information about an MBSFN area allocated or
pre-allocated for the group call by the MCE to which a
target eNB belongs, which is forwarded by the target eNB
of the terminal moving in different MBSFN areas; and
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decrease the number of terminals under an MBSFN area
allocated for the group call by the MCE to which a source
eNB of the terminal belongs by one.
[0019] In an example embodiment, the initiating mod-
ule is configured to notify, by initiating the session
start/update process of the enhanced multimedia broad-
cast multicast service, the MCE of allocating resources
for the group call under the MBSFN area pre-allocated
for the group call by the MCE, and releasing resources
under the MBSFN area allocated for the group call by
the MCE.
[0020] The embodiments of the present invention have
the following beneficial effects.
[0021] The embodiments of the present invention pro-
vide a method and an apparatus for allocating resources
for a group call in a cluster system. During the implemen-
tation of the method, a cluster server counts the number
of terminals under the MBSFN areas allocated by each
MCE for the group call when the group call is initiated;
and during the subsequent group call processing, when
a terminal delays to access the group call, a terminal in
a group call listening state exits from the group call, or a
terminal in a group call listening state moves under dif-
ferent MBSFN areas, the cluster server re-counts again
the number of the terminals under all the MBSFN areas
allocated and pre-allocated by each MCE for the group
call; if it is determined that the number of the terminals
under a certain MBSFN area changes from zero to non-
zero, a process of allocating resources for the group call
under the MBSFN area is initiated at this moment; and
if it is determined that the number of the terminals under
an MBSFN area changes from non-zero to zero, a proc-
ess of releasing resources allocated for the group call
under the MBSFN area is initiated at this moment. The
embodiments of the present invention allocate resources
to the group call according to the number of the terminals
receiving the group call under each MBSFN area, so as
to implement update and maintenance in real time and
avoid the problem of wasting resources due to the fixed
configurations of the MBSFN areas receiving a group call
in the related art.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0022]

Fig. 1 is a flowchart of a method for allocating re-
sources for a group call in a cluster system provided
by an embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a flow chart of a cluster server counting the
number of terminals under each MBSFN area cor-
responding to the group call provided by an embod-
iment of the present invention; and
Fig. 3 is a structure diagram of an apparatus for al-
locating resources for a group call in a cluster system
provided by an embodiment of the present invention.

Detailed Description of the Embodiments

[0023] The particular embodiments of the method and
apparatus for allocating resources for a group call in a
cluster system provided by the embodiment of the
present invention are described below in combination
with the accompanying drawings.
[0024] An embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for allocating resources for a group call
in a cluster system; as shown in Fig. 1, the method par-
ticularly includes the steps of:

S101: when a group call is initiated, a cluster server
counts the number of terminals under all MBSFN
areas allocated and pre-allocated by each MCE for
the group call, according to information about the
MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated by each
MCE for the group call;
S102: when the group call is ongoing, when a termi-
nal delays to access the group call, a terminal in a
group call listening state exits from the group call, or
a terminal in the group call listening state is moving
under different MBSFN areas, the cluster server re-
counts the number of the terminals under all the
MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated by each
MCE for the group call;
S103: for each MBSFN area, the cluster server judg-
es the re-counted number of the terminals under
each MBSFN area, if it is determined that the number
of the terminals under the MBSFN area changes
from zero to non-zero, step S104 is executed, and
if it is determined that the number of the terminals
under the MBSFN area changes from non-zero to
zero, step S105 is executed;
S104: the cluster server initiates a process of allo-
cating resources for the group call under the MBSFN
area pre-allocated to the group call by the MCE; and
S105: the cluster server initiates a process of releas-
ing resources under the MBSFN area.

[0025] In an example embodiment, as shown in Fig. 2,
the cluster server in the above-mentioned step S101 may
obtain information about the MBSFN areas allocated and
pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call via the fol-
lowing processes:

S201: the cluster server initiates a group call to each
terminal in the group via the mobility management
entity (MME);
S202: the cluster server judges a state of each ter-
minal via the MME; as regards each terminal, if it is
judged that the terminal is in an idle state
(RRC_IDLE), step S203 is executed, and if it is
judged that the terminal is in a connection state
(RRC_CONNECTED), step S204 is executed;
S203: the cluster server sends a paging message to
eNBs in a tracking area list (TA list) of the terminal
via the MME to notify an eNB to which the terminal
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belongs to upload ID information and TMGI of the
terminal accessing the group call, and information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated by
the MCE for the group call; and
S204: the cluster server sends a dedicated control
channel (DCCH) message to the eNB to which the
terminal belongs via the MME to notify the eNB to
upload the ID information and the TMGI of the ter-
minal accessing the group call, and the information
about the MBSFN areas allocated or pre-allocated
by the MCE for the group call.

[0026] In an example embodiment, in step S203, when
the MME sends the paging message to the eNBs in the
tracking area list, the paging message may need extend-
ing, and the extended paging message sent by the MME
to the eNBs contains the TMGI. Here, different group
calls are allocated fixedly with different TMGIs so as to
be easily distinguished, and each terminal stores one or
more TMGIs so as to judge which group call data needs
receiving. The paging frame (PF) and the paging occa-
sion for sending the paging may be calculated according
to the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of
the terminal, and may alternatively be calculated accord-
ing to the TMGI, wherein the specific calculation method
may be the manner used in the related art and will not
be commented here redundantly.
[0027] Particularly, in the above-mentioned step S203,
the ID information and TMGI of the terminal accessing
the group call, and the information about the MBSFN
areas allocated or pre-allocated by the MCE for the group
call which are received by the cluster server are uploaded
by the eNBs. A terminal in the idle state is taken as an
example to perform below illustration of the particular
process of the eNB uploading the information about the
terminal accessing the group call.
[0028] The eNB sends the extended paging message
to terminals in the idle state.
[0029] After receiving the extended paging message,
the terminals in the idle state respectively judge whether
the TMGI in the received paging message corresponds
to the group call to which itself belongs; and after con-
firming that the TMGI corresponds to the group call to
which itself belongs, some of the terminals determine to
answer the group call. That is, these terminals are the
terminals accessing the group call listening state, taking
one terminal accessing the group call listening state as
an example, this terminal initiates a radio resource con-
trol (RRC) protocol message to the eNB to which it be-
longs to establish a connection, and after successfully
establishing the connection with the eNB to which it be-
longs, the terminal uploads the ID information and the
TMGI thereof to the eNB.
[0030] After receiving the TMGI reported by the termi-
nal, the eNB queries whether there is a resource config-
uration (i.e., the PMCH resource) corresponding to the
TMGI in the MBSFN area configuration of the eNB, if not,
the eNB notifies the MCE of selecting an MBSFN area

for the group call, the MCE selects one MBSFN area for
the group call, and returns the information about the
MBSFN area selected as the information about the pre-
allocated MBSFN area to the eNB; and if yes, it repre-
sents that the MCE has allocated the PMCH resource
under a certain MBSFN area for the group call, and it is
unnecessary to notify the MCE of allocating resources
for the group call.
[0031] The eNB uploads the ID information and TMGI
of the terminal accessing the group call, and information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated by the
MCE for the group call to the cluster server.
[0032] In the embodiment of the present invention, in
order to facilitate counting the number of terminals under
each MBSFN area, besides receiving the information
about the MBSFN areas which are allocated or pre-allo-
cated for the group call by the MCE and forwarded by
the eNB to which terminals in various listening states
belong, the cluster server also receives the ID information
and TMGI of respective terminals forwarded by the eNBs
to which the terminals in various listening states belong.
[0033] After the above-mentioned eNB forward all the
information about the terminals accessing the group call,
the cluster server receives the MBSFN areas which are
allocated or pre-allocated for the group call by each MCE
and reported by each eNB. When it is counted that the
number of the terminals under an MBSFN area changes
from zero to non-zero, the cluster server actively initiates
the session start/update process of the eMBMS service
via the MME. After receiving the session start/update re-
quest, the MCE allocates resources to the group call un-
der the pre-allocated MBSFN area, that is, allocating the
PMCH resources.
[0034] In an example embodiment, in the above-men-
tioned step S204, as regards the terminals in the con-
nection state and accessing the group call, the eNB
sends the DCCH message to the terminals in the con-
nection state, and the other part of the process is the
same as the process of the eNB uploading the informa-
tion about the terminals when the terminals are in the idle
state and access the group call in the above-mentioned
step S203, and will not be described here redundantly.
[0035] In an example embodiment, as regards step
S102, the step of the cluster server re-counting the
number of the terminals under the MBSFN area allocated
and pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call under
three cases that a terminal delays to access the group
call, a terminal in the group call listening state exits from
the group call, or a terminal in the group call listening
state is moving under different MBSFN areas are respec-
tively described below.
[0036] The first case: when the terminal delays to ac-
cess the group call, if the cluster server receives the in-
formation about the MBSFN area allocated or pre-allo-
cated for the group call by the MCE which is forwarded
by the eNB to which the terminal delaying to access the
group call belongs, the number of terminals under the
MBSFN area is increased by one.
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[0037] One terminal delaying to access the group call
is taken as an example to perform below illustration of
the particular process of the eNB to which the terminal
belongs forwarding to the cluster server the ID informa-
tion, the TMGI and the information about the MBSFN
area allocated by the MCE for the group call or the infor-
mation about the MBSFN area pre-allocated by the MCE
for the group call:

the eNB to which the terminal belongs receives the
ID information and the TMGI uploaded by the termi-
nal;
the eNB judges, according to the received ID infor-
mation and TMGI which are uploaded by the termi-
nal, whether the terminal is under the MBSFN area
allocated for the group call by the MCE;
if yes, the eNB directly forwards the ID information,
TMGI and information about the MBSFN area allo-
cated by the MCE for the group call of the terminal
to the cluster server, and in this case, the MBSFN
area allocated by the MCE for the group call is just
the MBSFN area where the terminal will receive the
group call;
and if not, the eNB notifies the MCE of selecting an
MBSFN area for the group call to serve as the MBS-
FN area pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call,
and after receiving the information about the MBSFN
area pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call, the
eNB forwards the ID information and TMGI of the
terminal to the cluster server together; and in this
case, the MBSFN area allocated by the MCE for the
group call is just the MBSFN area where the terminal
will receive the group call.

[0038] The second case: when a terminal in the group
call listening state exits from the group call, no matter the
terminal is in the RRC_IDLE state previously, or in the
RRC_CONNECTED state previously, upon receiving in-
formation about an MBSFN area allocated for the group
call by the MCE, which is forwarded by an eNB to which
the terminal exiting from the group call belongs, the clus-
ter server decreases the number of terminals under the
MBSFN area by one; and in this case, the MBSFN area
is the area where the terminal is to stop receiving the
group call.
[0039] A terminal exiting from the group call is taken
as an example to perform below illustration of the partic-
ular process of the eNB to which the terminal belongs
forwarding to the cluster server the ID information, the
TMGI and the information about the MBSFN area allo-
cated by the MCE for the group call:

the terminal exiting from the group call uploads the
ID information, TMGI, and information about the
MBSFN area allocated by the MCE for the group call
of itself;
after receiving the ID information, TMGI, and infor-
mation about the MBSFN area allocated by the MCE

for the group call uploaded by the terminal, the eNB
forwards same to the cluster server.

[0040] The third case: when a terminal in the group call
listening state is moving under different MBSFN areas,
if the cluster server receives information about an MBS-
FN area allocated or pre-allocated for the group call by
the MCE to which a target eNB belongs, which is for-
warded by the target eNB of the terminal moving in dif-
ferent MBSFN areas, the number of terminals under the
MBSFN area is increased by one, and the number of
terminals under the MBSFN area allocated for the group
call by the MCE to which a source eNB of the terminal
belongs is decreased by one.
[0041] A terminal in the group call listening state mov-
ing under different MBSFN areas is taken as an example
to perform below illustration of the particular process of
the target eNB to which the terminal belongs forwarding
to the cluster server the ID information, the TMGI and
the information about the MBSFN area allocated or pre-
allocated for the group call by the MCE to which the target
eNB belongs of the terminal:

the target eNB to which the terminal belongs re-
ceives the ID information, TMGI, and information
about the MBSFN area allocated by the MCE to
which the source eNB belongs for the group call up-
loaded by the terminal;
the target eNB judges, according to the information
uploaded by the terminal, whether the MBSFN con-
figuration information of the target eNB contains the
MBSFN area reported by the terminal and allocated
for the group call by the MCE to which the source
eNB belongs;
if yes, the target eNB does not need to upload the
information to the cluster server;
and if not, the target eNB judges whether the MBSFN
area and PMCH resources have been allocated for
the group call in the MBSFN configuration thereof,
if yes, the target eNB forwards to the cluster server
the ID information, the TMGI and the information
about the MBSFN area allocated for the group call
by the MCE to which the target eNB belongs of the
terminal; and if not, the target eNB notifies the MCE
to which the target eNB belongs of selecting an MBS-
FN area for the group call, and after receiving the
information about the MBSFN area pre-allocated for
the group call by the MCE to which the target eNB
belongs, the target eNB forwards the ID information
and TMGI of the terminal to the cluster server togeth-
er.

[0042] In the above-mentioned process, the terminal
will receive the group call in the MBSFN area allocated
or pre-allocated for the group call by the MCE to which
the target eNB belongs, instead of receiving the group
call using the MBSFN area allocated for the group call
by the MCE to which the source eNB belongs. In other

9 10 



EP 2 894 885 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

words, the MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated for
the group call by the MCE to which the target eNB belongs
is just the MBSFN area which is used by the terminal to
receive the group call after moving. The previous MBSFN
area allocated for the group call by the MCE to which the
source eNB belongs is just the MBSFN area where the
terminal is to stop receiving the group call.
[0043] In the embodiment of the present invention,
whenever receiving various types of information of the
terminals forwarded by the eNB, the cluster server up-
dates the number of terminals under each MBSFN area
in real time. If the number of terminals under the MBSFN
area decreases, the ID information of the terminal under
the MBSFN area is deleted, and the number of terminals
under the MBSFN area is decreased by one. If the
number of terminals under the MBSFN area increases,
the ID information of the terminal under the MBSFN area
is added, and the number of terminals under the MBSFN
area is increased by one. In addition, when the number
of terminals under a certain MBSFN area changes from
zero to non-zero, the cluster server initiates a session
start/update process, and notifies the MCE of allocating
resources for the group call under the MBSFN area.
When the number of terminals under a certain MBSFN
area changes from non-zero to zero, the cluster server
initiates a session start/update process, and notifies the
MCE of releasing the resources allocated to the group
call under the MBSFN area. The difference between this
session start/update progress and the session start/up-
date progress in the related art is that the MCE directly
issues the MBSFN area allocated in advance for the
group call and the PMCH resources subsequently allo-
cated for the group call under the MBSFN area to the
eNB, unlike the method in the related art that the cluster
server makes the MCE to select the MBSFN area only
after initiating the session start/update progress. By using
the above-mentioned method, the cluster server is able
to know which MBSFN areas are allocated for each group
call and the number of terminals under each MBSFN ar-
ea, that is, the number of terminals receiving the group
call, thereby implementing update and maintenance in
time.
[0044] On the basis of the same inventive idea, the
embodiments of the present invention also provide an
apparatus for allocating resources for a group call in a
cluster system. The principles of the apparatus solving
problems are similar to those of the above-mentioned
method for allocating resources for a group call in a clus-
ter system, therefore, for the implementation of the ap-
paratus, reference may be made to the implementation
of the above-mentioned method, and repeated informa-
tion is not provided herein.
[0045] An embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides an apparatus for allocating resources for a group
call in a cluster system; as shown in Fig. 3, the apparatus
particularly includes:

a counting module 301 which is configured to count,

when a group call is initiated, the number of terminals
under all MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated
by each MCE for the group call, according to infor-
mation about the multicast broadcast single frequen-
cy network (MBSFN) areas allocated and pre-allo-
cated by each MCE for the group call; and to re-
count, when the group call is ongoing, when a ter-
minal delays to access the group call, a terminal in
the group call listening state exits from the group call,
or a terminal in the group call listening state is moving
under different MBSFN areas, the number of the ter-
minals under all the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-
allocated by each MCE for the group call;
and an initiating module 302 which initiates, for each
MBSFN area for which counting is performed by the
counting module 301, and if it is determined that the
number of the terminals under the MBSFN area
changes from zero to non-zero, a process of allocat-
ing resources for the group calls under the MBSFN
area; and to initiate, if it is determined that the number
of the terminals under the MBSFN area changes
from non-zero to zero, a process of releasing re-
sources allocated for the group call under the MBS-
FN area.

[0046] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule 301 is specifically configured to initiate the group call
to each terminal in the group via the MME; to judge the
state of the each terminal via the MME; as regards each
terminal, if it is judged that the terminal is in the idle state,
then the counting module 301 sends a paging message
to eNBs in a tracking area list of the terminal via the MME
to notify an eNB to which the terminal belongs to upload
identifier (ID) information and a temporary mobile group
identity (TMGI) of the terminal accessing the group call,
and information about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-
allocated by the MCE for the group call; and if it is judged
that the terminal is in the connection state, the counting
module 301 sends a dedicated control channel (DCCH)
message to the eNB to which the terminal belongs via
the MME to notify the eNB to upload the ID information
and the TMGI of the terminal accessing the group call,
and the information about the MBSFN areas allocated or
pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call.
[0047] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule 301 is specifically configured to increase the number
of terminals under the MBSFN area by one, when receiv-
ing the information about the MBSFN areas allocated or
pre-allocated for the group call by the MCE, which is for-
warded by an eNB to which the terminal delaying to ac-
cess the group call belongs.
[0048] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
ule 301 is specifically configured to increase the number
of terminals under the MBSFN area by one, when receiv-
ing information about an MBSFN area allocated for the
group call by the MCE, which is forwarded by an eNB to
which the terminal exiting from the group call belongs.
[0049] In an example embodiment, the counting mod-
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ule 301 is specifically configured to increase the number
of terminals under the MBSFN area by one, when receiv-
ing the information which is about the MBSFN areas al-
located or pre-allocated for the group call by the MCE
and is forwarded by the target eNB of the terminal moving
in different MBSFN areas; and decrease the number of
terminals under the MBSFN area allocated for the group
call by the MCE to which a source eNB of the terminal
belongs by one.
[0050] In an example embodiment, the initiating mod-
ule 302 is specifically configured to notify, by initiating
the session start/update process, the MCE of allocating
resources for the group call under the MBSFN area al-
located for the group call by the MCE, and releasing re-
sources allocated under the MBSFN area allocated for
the group call by the MCE.
[0051] The embodiments of the present invention pro-
vide a method and an apparatus for allocating resources
for a group call in a cluster system, and during the im-
plementation of the method, a cluster server counts the
number of terminals under the MBSFN areas allocated
by each MCE for the group call when the group call is
initiated; and during the subsequent group call, when a
terminal delays to access the group call, a terminal in the
group call listening state exits from the group call, or a
terminal in the group call listening state is moving under
different MBSFN areas, the cluster server re-counts
again the number of the terminals under all the MBSFN
areas allocated and pre-allocated by each MCE for the
group call; if it is determined that the number of the ter-
minals under the MBSFN areas changes from zero to
non-zero, a process of allocating resources for the group
call under the MBSFN areas is initiated at this moment;
and if it is determined that the number of the terminals
under the MBSFN areas changes from non-zero to zero,
a process of releasing resources allocated for the group
call under the MBSFN areas is initiated at this moment.
The embodiments of the present invention allocate re-
sources to the group call according to the number of the
terminals receiving the group call under each MBSFN
area, so as to implement update and maintenance in real
time and avoid the problem of wasting resources due to
the fixed configurations of the MBSFN areas receiving a
group call in the related art.
[0052] Obviously, those skilled in the technical field can
implement various modifications and improvements for
the present invention, without departing from the scope
of the present invention. Thus, if all the modifications and
improvements belong to the scope of the claims of the
present invention and the similar technologies thereof,
the present invention is intended to contain the modifi-
cations and improvements.

Claims

1. A method for allocating resources for a group call in
a cluster system, characterized by comprising:

when the group call is initiated, a cluster server
counting the number of terminals under all mul-
ticast broadcast single frequency network
(MBSFN) areas allocated and pre-allocated for
the group call by each multi-cell/multicast coor-
dination entity (MCE), according to information
about the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allo-
cated by each MCE for the group call;
when the group call is ongoing, when a terminal
delays to access the group call, a terminal in a
group call listening state exits from the group
call, or a terminal in the group call listening state
is moving under different MBSFN areas, the
cluster server re-counting the number of termi-
nals under all the MBSFN areas allocated and
pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call;
and
as regards each MBSFN area, if it is determined
that the number of terminals under the MBSFN
area changes from zero to non-zero, the cluster
server initiating a process of allocating resourc-
es for the group call under the MBSFN area; and
if it is determined that the number of terminals
under the MBSFN area changes from non-zero
to zero, the cluster server initiating a process of
releasing resources allocated for the group call
under the MBSFN area.

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the cluster server obtains the information about
the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated by
each MCE for the group call in the following manner:

the cluster server initiating the group call to each
terminal in a group via a mobility management
entity (MME);
the cluster server judging a state of the each
terminal via the MME;
as regards each terminal, if it is judged that the
terminal is in an idle state, the cluster server
sending a paging message to evolved NodeBs
(eNBs) in a tracking area list of the terminal via
the MME, and notifying an eNB to which the ter-
minal belongs to upload identifier (ID) informa-
tion and a temporary mobile group identity (TM-
GI) of the terminal accessing the group call, and
information about an MBSFN area allocated or
pre-allocated by the MCE for the group call; and
if it is judged that the terminal is in a connection
state, the cluster server sending a dedicated
control channel (DCCH) message to the eNB to
which the terminal belongs via the MME, and
notifying the eNB to upload the ID information
and the TMGI of the terminal accessing the
group call, and the information about an MBSFN
area allocated or pre-allocated by the MCE for
the group call.
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3. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the cluster server re-counts, when the terminal
delays to access the group call, the number of ter-
minals under all the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-
allocated by each MCE for the group call in the fol-
lowing manner:

when the cluster server receives information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated
for the group call by the MCE, which is forwarded
by an eNB to which the terminal delaying to ac-
cess the group call belongs, increasing the
number of terminals under the MBSFN area by
one.

4. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the cluster server re-counts, when the terminal
in the group call listening state exits from the group
call, the number of the terminals under all the MBSFN
areas allocated and pre-allocated by each MCE for
the group call in the following manner:

when the cluster server receives information
about an MBSFN area allocated for the group
call by the MCE, which is forwarded by an eNB
to which the terminal exiting from the group call
belongs, decreasing the number of terminals un-
der the MBSFN area by one.

5. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the cluster server re-counts, when the terminal
in the group call listening state is moving under dif-
ferent MBSFN areas, the number of terminals under
all the MBSFN areas allocated and pre-allocated by
each MCE for the group call in the following manner:

when the cluster server receives information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated
for the group call by the MCE to which a target
eNB belongs, which is forwarded by the target
eNB of the terminal moving in different MBSFN
areas, increasing the number of terminals under
the MBSFN area by one, and decreasing the
number of terminals under an MBSFN area al-
located for the group call by the MCE to which
a source eNB of the terminal belongs by one.

6. The method according to any one of claims 1-5,
characterized in that the cluster server notifies, by
initiating a session start/update process of an en-
hanced multimedia broadcast multicast service, the
MCE of allocating resources for the group call under
the MBSFN area pre-allocated for the group call by
the MCE, and releasing resources under the MBSFN
area allocated for the group call by the MCE.

7. An apparatus for allocating resources for a group
call in a cluster system, characterized in that the

apparatus comprises:

a counting module which is configured to count,
when a group call is initiated, the number of ter-
minals under all multicast broadcast single fre-
quency network (MBSFN) areas allocated and
pre-allocated by each multi-cell/multicast coor-
dination entity (MCE) for the group call, accord-
ing to information about the MBSFN areas allo-
cated and pre-allocated by each MCE for the
group call; and to re-count, when the group call
is ongoing, when a terminal delays to access
the group call, a terminal in a group call listening
state exits from the group call, or a terminal in
the group call listening state is moving under
different MBSFN areas, the number of the ter-
minals under all the MBSFN areas allocated and
pre-allocated by each MCE for the group call;
and an initiating module which is configured to
initiate, for each MBSFN area for which counting
is performed by the counting module, if it is de-
termined that the number of the terminals under
the MBSFN area changes from zero to non-zero,
a process of allocating resources for the group
call under the MBSFN area; and to initiate, if it
is determined that the number of the terminals
under the MBSFN area changes from non-zero
to zero, a process of releasing resources allo-
cated for the group call under the MBSFN area.

8. The apparatus according to claim 7, characterized
in that the counting module is configured to initiate
the group call to each terminal in the group via the
mobility management entity (MME); to judge a state
of the each terminal via the MME, wherein as regards
each terminal, if it is judged that the terminal is in an
idle state, then the counting module sends a paging
message to eNBs in the tracking area list of the ter-
minal via the MME and notifies an eNB to which the
terminal belongs to upload identifier (ID) information
and a temporary mobile group identity (TMGI) of the
terminal accessing the group call, and information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated by
the MCE for the group call; and if it is judged that the
terminal is in a connection state, the counting module
sends a dedicated control channel (DCCH) message
to the eNB to which the terminal belongs via the
MME, and notifies the eNB to upload the ID informa-
tion and the TMGI of the terminal accessing the
group call, and the information about an MBSFN ar-
ea allocated or pre-allocated by the MCE for the
group call.

9. The apparatus according to claim 7, characterized
in that the counting module is configured to increase
the number of terminals under the MBSFN area by
one, when receiving information about an MBSFN
area allocated or pre-allocated for the group call by
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the MCE, which is forwarded by an eNB to which the
terminal delaying to access the group call belongs.

10. The apparatus according to claim 7, characterized
in that the counting module is configured to de-
crease the number of terminals under the MBSFN
area by one, when receiving information about an
MBSFN area allocated for the group call by the MCE,
which is forwarded by an eNB to which the terminal
exiting from the group call belongs.

11. The apparatus according to claim 7, characterized
in that the counting module is configured to increase
the number of terminals under the MBSFN area by
one, when the cluster server receives information
about an MBSFN area allocated or pre-allocated for
the group call by the MCE to which a target eNB
belongs, which is forwarded by the target eNB of the
terminal moving in different MBSFN areas; and de-
crease the number of terminals under an MBSFN
area allocated for the group call by the MCE to which
a source eNB of the terminal belongs by one.

12. The apparatus according to any one of claims 7-11,
characterized in that the initiating module is con-
figured to notify, by initiating the session start/update
process of the enhanced multimedia broadcast mul-
ticast service, the MCE of allocating resources for
the group call under the MBSFN area pre-allocated
for the group call by the MCE, and releasing resourc-
es under the MBSFN area allocated for the group
call by the MCE.
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