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Description

[0001] The present invention relates generally to an
implantable orthopaedic prosthesis, and more particular-
ly to an implantable prosthesis having a bearing compo-
nent and another component supporting the bearing
component.
[0002] During the lifetime of a patient, it may be nec-
essary to perform a joint replacement procedure on the
patient as a result of, for example, disease or trauma.
The joint replacement procedure may involve the use of
a prosthesis that is implanted into one or more of the
patient’s bones. In the case of a knee replacement pro-
cedure, a tibial tray is implanted into the patient’s tibia.
A bearing is then secured to the tibial tray. The condyle
surfaces of a replacement femoral component bear
against the tibial bearing.
[0003] One type of knee prosthesis is a fixed-bearing
knee prosthesis in which the bearing does not move rel-
ative to the tibial tray. Fixed-bearing designs are com-
monly used when the condition of the patient’s soft tissue
(i.e., knee ligaments) does not allow for the use of a knee
prosthesis having a mobile bearing.
[0004] In contrast, in a mobile-bearing type of knee
prosthesis, the bearing can move relative to the tibial
tray. Mobile-bearing knee prostheses include so-called
"rotating platform" knee prostheses in which the bearing
can rotate about a longitudinal axis on the tibial tray.
[0005] Tibial trays are commonly made of a biocom-
patible metal, such as a cobalt chromium alloy or a tita-
nium alloy.
[0006] In both fixed and mobile-bearing knee prosthe-
ses, tibial trays may be designed to be cemented into
place on the patient’s tibia or alternatively may be de-
signed for cementless fixation. Cemented fixation relies
on mechanical bonds between the tibial tray and the ce-
ment as well as between the cement and the bone. Ce-
mentless implants generally have surface features that
are conducive to bone ingrowth into the implant compo-
nent and rely to a substantial part on this bony ingrowth
for secondary fixation. Primary fixation is achieved
through the mechanical fit of the implant and the bone.
[0007] Tibial components of both fixed and mobile-
bearing and cemented and cementless knee arthroplasty
systems are commonly modular components, compris-
ing a tibial tray and a polymeric bearing carried by the
tibial tray. The tibial trays commonly include features ex-
tending distally, such as pegs or stems. These exten-
sions penetrate below the surface of the tibial plateau
and stabilize the tibial tray component against move-
ment. In cementless tibial implants, the outer surfaces of
these extensions are typically porous to allow for bone
ingrowth. For example, in the tibial trays sold by Zimmer
under the trade mark Trabecular Metal Monoblock, pegs
with flat distal surfaces and hexagonal axial surfaces are
formed completely of a porous metal. In such trays, bone
ingrowth is likely to occur along all surfaces of the pegs,
including the distal surfaces.

[0008] Femoral components of such knee prosthesis
systems are also designed for either cemented or ce-
mentless fixation. For cemented fixation, the femoral
component typically includes recesses or cement pock-
ets. For cementless fixation, the femoral component is
designed for primary fixation through a press-fit, and in-
cludes porous bone-engaging surfaces suitable for bone
ingrowth. Both designs may include pegs designed to
extend into prepared holes in the femur for stabilization
of the implant.
[0009] A primary knee prosthesis can sometimes fail.
Failure can result from many causes, including wear,
aseptic loosening, osteolysis, ligamentous instability, ar-
throfibrosis and patellofemoral complications. When the
failure is debilitating, revision surgery may be necessary.
In a revision, the primary knee prosthesis (or parts of it)
is removed and replaced with components of a revision
prosthetic system.
[0010] When the tibial or femoral implant includes ex-
tensions (such as pegs or stems) that extend into the
natural bone, a revision surgery usually requires resec-
tion of the bone in order to dislodge the extensions from
the bone. This resection complicates the surgery and
does not dislodge the extensions from the bone, and sub-
sequent removal of the implant with the intact extensions
often results in the removal of more of the patient’s natural
bone than is desirable. This removal of additional bone
may further compromise the bone, increase the risk of
onset of bone pathologies or abnormalities, or reduce
the available healthy bone for fixation of the revision im-
plant. Moreover, the large resection usually means that
a larger orthopaedic implant is necessary to fill the space
and restore the joint component to its expected geometry.
[0011] This difficulty in dislodging the primary implant
components from the bones is worsened by the fact that
bone also grows into the extensions. Severing these con-
nections may be problematic since not all of these areas
are easily accessible without resecting large amounts of
bone.
[0012] Similar issues may be presented in other types
of joint prostheses.
[0013] Documents relating to the use of porous metal
pegs in prostheses include US-A-2011/029090, US-A-
2011/035017, US-A-2011/035018 and US-A-
2011/106268.
[0014] Use of the extensions as disclosed in US-A-
2011/035017 allows the surgeon to cut along the bone-
engaging surface of the implant and through the porous
metal extensions extending into the bone from the tibial
tray platform. This can be accomplished using a bone
saw to easily remove the tibial platform during revision
surgery. To remove the extensions from the bone, the
surgeon may then cut around the outer perimeter of each
extension with a saw such as a trephine saw. Each ex-
tension may then be readily removed from the bone.
[0015] US-A-2011/106268, US-A-2011/035017, US-
A-2011/029092 and US-A-2011/ 029090 disclose sinter-
ing porous metal pegs on to a solid metal base as well
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as mounting the porous metal pegs on solid metal studs
without sintering (through a Morse taper connection, for
example). Sintering to form a metallurgical bond can be
challenging in practice, particularly if the solid metal base
comprises a Co-Cr-Mo alloy and the peg comprises a
titanium foam because these metals are not compatible
at sintering temperatures and bonding between these
metals can result in the formation of brittle intermetallic
materials at the interface. These brittle intermetallic ma-
terials can have unacceptable mechanical properties.
Accordingly, a mechanical connection is preferable for
some materials. While mechanical connections between
porous and solid metal parts of an implant component
are disclosed in US-A-2011/106268, US-A-
2011/035017, US-A-2011/029092 and US-A-
2011/029090, it is desirable to explore other options for
mechanical connecting porous and solid metal parts, for
example options that may be more cost-effective or may
result in advantageous properties.
[0016] The invention provides a joint prosthesis com-
prising a first component having a solid metal portion and
a porous metal portion. The solid metal portion includes
a first solid metal surface and a second solid metal sur-
face spaced from the first solid metal surface. An internal
wall extends from the second solid metal surface toward
the first solid metal surface and has an end at a level
between the first solid metal surface and the second solid
metal surface. The internal wall is tapered to have a min-
imum internal diameter furthest from the first solid metal
surface and a larger internal diameter at the end of the
internal wall and to define an internal chamfered cham-
ber. The second solid metal surface has an opening at
the junction of the internal wall and the second solid metal
surface. The porous metal portion includes a peg having
a head and a shaft. The head of the peg has a first free
end and a tapered wall extending from the junction of the
head and the shaft toward the first free end. The peg has
a maximum outer diameter at the first free end and a
smaller outer diameter at the junction of the head and
the shaft. At least a substantial part of the head of the
peg is received within the chamfered chamber in the solid
metal portion between the first solid metal surface and
the second solid metal surface. A portion of the peg ex-
tends outward through the opening in the second solid
metal surface. The solid metal portion extends from the
first solid metal surface to the head of the peg and covers
the head of the peg. There is no metallurgical connection
between the peg and the second solid metal surface of
the solid metal portion.
[0017] The joint prosthesis is suitable for cementless
fixation. The prosthesis can be removed readily from a
bone in revision surgery to conserve native bone. The
prosthesis is made of porous and solid metal components
that are mechanically fixed together.
[0018] The joint prosthesis can be a knee prosthesis.
It could be a mobile bearing knee prosthesis. It could be
a fixed bearing knee prosthesis. It could be a prosthesis
for another joint, for example, an ankle prosthesis.

[0019] Optionally, the solid metal portion and porous
metal portion comprise different metals. For example,
the solid metal portion may include cobalt (and in partic-
ular, an alloy of cobalt, chromium and molybdenum) and
the porous metal portion may include titanium (and in
particular, a titanium metal foam).
[0020] Optionally, the first component comprises a dis-
tal femoral implant component having articular surfaces
and bone-facing surfaces. In this device, the first surface
comprises one of the articular surfaces and the second
surface comprises one of the bone-facing surfaces.
[0021] Optionally, the joint prosthesis may further com-
prise a bearing having articular surfaces to receive the
articular surfaces of the distal femoral implant compo-
nent. The bearing in this device may have a mounting
surface spaced from the articular surfaces of the bearing.
The prosthesis may further comprise a tibial tray having
a support surface to accept the mounting surface of the
bearing. Optionally, the tibial tray and bearing are fixed
bearing, and the mounting surface of the bearing and
support surface of the tibial tray have complementary
structures to fix the bearing to the tibial tray. The com-
plementary structures may include a solid metal anterior
buttress extending proximally from and being continuous
with the support surface of the tray. Optionally, a portion
of the anterior buttress overlies at least a portion of the
head of the peg and solid metal extends between the
anterior buttress and the head of the peg.
[0022] Optionally, the solid metal portion includes a
solid metal annulus surrounding the peg. The solid metal
annulus in this device is continuous with and extends
from the second solid metal surface of the solid metal
portion of the first component. In this particular device,
there is no metallurgical bond between the solid metal
annulus and the peg. In this device, the metal annulus
may extend radially outward about 1 mm out from the
surface of the peg. Moreover, in this device, the metal
annulus may have a tapered inner wall which is contin-
uous with the tapered inner wall of the chamfered cham-
ber so that the chamfered chamber extends beyond the
level of the second solid metal surface to allow for use
of a peg having a longer head to maximize contact be-
tween the head of the peg and the chamfered chamber.
[0023] Optionally, a layer of porous metal may be met-
allurgically bonded to the second solid metal surface. In
devices having a metal annulus, the layer of porous metal
may extend to the solid metal annulus.
[0024] Optionally, there may be an annular gap in the
solid metal portion adjacent to the first free end of the
head of the peg.
[0025] Optionally, the internal wall of the chamfered
chamber may define an angle of about 40° with a central
longitudinal axis of the chamfered chamber.
[0026] Optionally, the solid metal portion of the tray
may have a thickness of less than 5 mm, measured be-
tween the first solid metal surface and the second solid
metal surface.
[0027] The invention also provides a method of making
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a joint prosthesis from a solid metal base, a porous metal
peg and a solid metal plug. The solid metal base includes
a first solid metal surface and a second solid metal sur-
face spaced from the first solid metal surface. There is a
hole in the first solid metal surface, and another hole in
the second solid metal surface. An internal wall extends
between and defines these holes. The internal wall has
a tapered portion and a cylindrical portion. The tapered
portion has a minimum internal diameter at the second
solid metal surface and a maximum outer diameter at a
position between the first solid metal surface and the sec-
ond solid metal surface. The cylindrical portion of the
internal wall extends from the tapered portion to the edge
defining the hole in the first solid metal surface. The ta-
pered portion of the internal wall defines a chamfered
chamber and the cylindrical portion defines a cylindrical
chamber.
[0028] The peg includes a head and a shaft. The head
has a first free end, an end surface at the first free end
and a tapered wall extending from the first free end to
the junction of the head and the shaft. The maximum
outer diameter of the peg is at the first free end and a
smaller outer diameter of the peg is at the junction of the
head and the shaft.
[0029] The plug includes spaced apart first and second
solid metal surfaces and a side wall extending from the
first solid metal surface toward the second solid metal
surface.
[0030] The method includes positioning the peg with
the tapered wall of the head bearing against the tapered
portion of the internal wall and with the shaft of the peg
exposed past the second solid metal surface of the solid
metal base. The end surface of the head of the peg does
not extend beyond the junction of the chamfered cham-
ber and the cylindrical chamber in the solid metal base.
The plug is press-fitted into the cylindrical chamber in the
solid metal base with the second solid metal surface of
the plug bearing against the end surface of the head of
the peg and with the side wall of the plug engaging the
cylindrical portion of the internal wall defining the cylin-
drical chamber. The solid metal plug is then fixed to the
first solid metal surface of the solid metal base. Undesir-
able portions of the solid metal plug that extend beyond
the first solid metal surface of the base are then removed.
[0031] Optionally, the cylindrical chamber of the solid
metal base has an internal diameter. The first solid metal
surface of the plug has an outer diameter. The first solid
metal surface of the plug and the side wall of the plug
define a first cylindrical portion. The second solid metal
surface of the plug has a different outer diameter. The
second solid metal surface of the plug and the side wall
of the plug define a second cylindrical portion. The outer
diameter of the first cylindrical portion of the plug is great-
er than the outer diameter of the second cylindrical por-
tion of the plug. The inner diameter of the cylindrical
chamber and the outer diameter of the first cylindrical
portion of the plug are dimensioned to allow for the first
cylindrical portion of the plug to be press-fitted into the

cylindrical chamber.
[0032] Optionally, there is no contact between the sec-
ond cylindrical portion of the plug and the internal wall of
the solid metal base after the first cylindrical portion of
the plug has been press-fit into the cylindrical chamber.
[0033] Optionally, the first cylindrical portion of the plug
has an axial length and the cylindrical chamber of the
solid metal base has an axial length. The axial length of
the first cylindrical portion of the plug is greater than the
axial length of the cylindrical chamber of the solid metal
base.
[0034] Optionally, preferably in a device having a fixed
bearing, the solid metal base includes an anterior but-
tress extending outward from the first solid metal surface
to a height. In this device, the axial length of the first
cylindrical portion of the plug is great enough to extend
to the height of the anterior buttress so that a portion of
the first cylindrical portion of the plug is exposed above
the first solid metal surface of the solid metal base. In the
case of this device, the method includes fixing the first
cylindrical portion of the plug to the anterior buttress and
removing a portion of the first cylindrical portion of the
plug after fixing so that a portion of the first cylindrical
portion of the plug defines a portion of the anterior but-
tress.
[0035] Optionally, the second solid metal surface of
the solid metal base includes a solid metal annulus sur-
rounding the hole in the second solid metal surface. The
annulus extends outward from the second solid metal
surface to an outer surface.
[0036] Optionally, the axial distance from a plane at
the outer surface of the annulus to a plane through the
junction of the cylindrical chamber and chamfered cham-
ber is substantially the same as the axial length of the
head of the peg.
[0037] Optionally, the outer diameter of the annulus is
no more than 2 mm greater than the inner diameter of
the annulus.
[0038] Optionally, the method includes the step of coat-
ing the second solid metal surface of the solid metal base
with porous metal around the annulus and sintering the
porous metal coating to the solid metal base.
[0039] Optionally, the outer surface of the annulus and
the exposed surface of the porous metal coating are sub-
stantially co-planar.
[0040] Optionally, the step of press-fitting the plug into
the cylindrical chamber compresses the head of the peg.
[0041] Optionally, the peg comprises a metal foam
containing titanium, the solid metal base comprises an
alloy containing cobalt, and the solid metal plug compris-
es an alloy containing cobalt.
[0042] Optionally, the method includes a step of coat-
ing the second solid metal surface of the solid metal base
with porous metal and sintering the porous metal coating
to the solid metal base.
[0043] Optionally, the solid metal base includes a plu-
rality of cylindrical chambers and a plurality of chamfered
chambers. A plurality of porous metal pegs are provided,
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and one porous metal peg is positioned within each
chamfered chamber. A plurality of solid metal plugs are
provided, and one solid metal plug is press-fit into each
cylindrical chamber. Each solid metal plug is fixed to the
solid metal base and any undesirable excess of any plug
extending beyond the first solid metal surface of the base
is removed.
[0044] Optionally, the joint prosthesis comprises a
prosthetic knee implant having a proximal tibial implant
component, a distal femoral implant component and a
bearing.
[0045] Optionally, the solid metal base is part of the
proximal tibial component and the first solid metal surface
defines a support surface for the bearing. In the case of
this device, the method may further comprise the step of
polishing the first solid metal surface after the step of
removing any undesirable portion of the solid metal plug
extending beyond the first solid metal surface of the base.
[0046] Optionally, the step of fixing may comprise
welding, for example laser welding.
[0047] The invention also provides an orthopaedic
prosthesis comprising a first component having a solid
portion and a porous portion. The solid portion includes
first and a second solid surface spaced from the first solid
surface. An internal wall extends from the second solid
surface toward the first solid surface and has an end at
a level between the first and second solid surfaces; this
internal wall defines a chamber. The second solid surface
has an opening at the junction of the internal wall and
the second solid surface. The porous portion includes a
peg having a head and a shaft. At least a substantial part
of the head of the peg is within the chamber in the solid
portion between the first solid surface and the second
solid surface. A portion of the peg extends outward
through the opening in the second solid surface. The solid
portion of the component extends from the first solid sur-
face to the head of the peg and covers the head of the
peg. The peg and the second solid surface of the solid
portion are not bonded together.
[0048] Optionally, the solid portion of the first compo-
nent comprises metal.
[0049] Optionally, the peg comprises porous metal.
[0050] Optionally, the chamber in the solid portion is
frusto-conical in shape.
[0051] Optionally, the head of the peg is frusto-conical
in shape.
[0052] The invention also provides a method of making
a joint prosthesis from a solid base, a porous peg and a
solid plug. The solid base includes a first solid surface
and a second solid surface spaced from the first solid
surface, a hole in the first solid surface, a hole in the
second solid surface and an internal wall extending be-
tween the holes and defining a chamber. The peg in-
cludes a head and a shaft. The head has a first free end,
and the peg has a maximum outer diameter at the first
free end and a smaller outer diameter at the junction of
the head and the shaft. The plug includes a first solid
surface, a second solid surface spaced from the first solid

surface and a side wall extending from the first solid sur-
face toward the second solid surface. The method in-
cludes positioning the peg in the chamber in the solid
base. The plug is press-fitted into the chamber in the
solid base with the second solid surface of the plug bear-
ing against the end surface of the head of the peg. The
solid plug is fixed to the first solid surface of the solid
base. A portion of the solid plug extending beyond the
first solid surface of the base can then be removed. Op-
tionally, the solid base and the plug of the first component
comprise metal. Optionally, the peg comprises porous
metal.
[0053] Optionally, the chamber and the head of the peg
are frusto-conical in shape.
[0054] Optionally, the step of fixing the solid plug to the
first solid surface of the solid base comprises welding.
[0055] The invention is described below by way of ex-
ample with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a fixed-
bearing knee prosthesis.
FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective view of the tibial tray
of the prosthesis of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the tibial tray of the knee
prosthesis of FIG. 1.
FIG. 4 is a partial cross-sectional of the tibial tray of
FIG. 3, taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 3, as viewed in
the direction of the arrows.
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of a tibial base used in
making the tibial tray of FIGS. 1 to 4.
FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the tibial base of FIG.
5.
FIG. 7 is a partial cross sectional view of the tibial
base of FIGS. 5 and 6 taken along the line 7-7 of
FIG. 5, as viewed in the direction of the arrows.
FIG. 8 is a side view of a porous metal peg used in
the tibial tray of FIGS. 1 to 4.
FIG. 9 is a top plan view of the porous metal peg of
FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a bottom plan view of the porous metal
peg of FIGS. 8 and 9.
FIG. 11 is a side view of a solid metal plug used in
making the tibial tray of FIGS. 1 to 4.
FIG. 12 is a top plan view of the solid metal plug of
FIG. 11.
FIG. 13 is a bottom plan view of the solid metal plug
of FIGS. 11 and 12.
FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the tibial base of
FIGS. 5 to 7, shown with porous metal pegs of the
type shown in FIGS. 8 to 10 at an intermediate stage
of making the tibial tray of FIGS. 1 to 4.
FIG. 15 is a partial cross-sectional view similar to
FIGS. 4 and 7, showing a portion of the tibial base
and one peg at the intermediate stage of making the
tibial tray of FIGS. 1 to 4.
FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the tibial base of
FIGS. 5 to 7, shown with solid metal plugs of the type

7 8 



EP 2 777 624 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

shown in FIGS. 11 to 13 at an intermediate stage of
making the tibial tray of FIGS. 1 to 4 (after the stage
shown in FIGS. 14 and 15).
FIG. 17 is a partial cross-sectional view similar to
FIGS. 4, 7 and 15, showing a portion of the tibial
base, one porous metal peg and one solid metal plug
at the intermediate stage of making the tibial tray of
FIGS. 1 to 4 (at the stage shown in FIG. 16).
FIG. 18 is a view similar to FIG. 4, showing another
knee prosthesis.
FIG. 19 is a view similar to FIG. 4, showing another
knee prosthesis.
FIG. 20 is a view similar to FIG. 4, showing another
knee prosthesis.

[0056] Terms representing anatomical references,
such as anterior, posterior, medial, lateral, superior and
inferior, may be used throughout this document to refer
to both the orthopaedic implants and instruments de-
scribed herein and a patient’s natural anatomy. Such
terms have well-understood meanings in both the study
of anatomy and the field of orthopaedics. Use of such
anatomical reference terms in this document is intended
to be consistent with their well-understood meanings un-
less noted otherwise.
[0057] Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows a knee
prosthesis 10 which includes a femoral component 12,
a tibial tray 14, and a bearing 16. The knee prosthesis
10 is a fixed bearing knee prosthesis, meaning that no
movement is intended to occur between the tibial tray 14
and the bearing 16. The prosthesis could have a mobile
bearing, for example having a rotating platform tibial tray,
and it could be for a joint other than a knee.
[0058] The femoral component 12 shown in the draw-
ings includes two condylar articulation surfaces: a medial
condyle articulation surface 18 and a lateral condyle ar-
ticulation surface 20. These articulation surfaces 18, 20
are solid metal. The femoral component 12 is configured
to be implanted into a surgically prepared end of the pa-
tient’s femur (not shown), and is configured to generally
emulate the configuration of the patient’s natural femoral
condyles. As such, the lateral condyle surface 20 and
the medial condyle surface 18 are configured (e.g.,
curved) in a manner which generally mimics the condyles
of the natural femur.
[0059] The specific curvatures of the condyles in the
sagittal plane (the "J-curve") and coronal plane may be
like those in standard, commercially available implants,
such as those available from DePuy Synthes Sales, Inc.,
as well as those available from other suppliers of pros-
thetic knee systems. The femoral component 12 may al-
so incorporate the J-curves and may also include other
features as disclosed in US-8236061,US-8192498, US-
A-2009/ 326667, US-A-2009/326666 and US-8187335.
[0060] Referring again to FIG. 1, the lateral condyle
surface 20 and the medial condyle surface 18 are spaced
apart from one another thereby defining an intercondylar
articulation surface 22 between them. The intercondylar

articulation surface 22 defines a patella groove shaped
to receive and bear against a patella implant component
(not shown). The intercondylar articulation surface 22
may comprise solid metal.
[0061] The femoral component 12 also includes bone-
facing surfaces 13, 15 opposite the articulation surfaces
18, 22. Some or all of the bone-facing surfaces 13, 15
may comprise porous metal (as described below) con-
ducive to bony ingrowth. Alternatively, the bone-facing
surfaces of the femoral component may include cement
pockets to facilitate cementing the component to the
bone.
[0062] The femoral component 12 of FIG. 1 is a cruci-
ate retaining component (although the prosthesis of the
invention could be a cruciate substituting prosthetic knee
system).
[0063] The articulation surfaces of the femoral compo-
nent 12 may be constructed from a biocompatible metal,
such as a stainless steel, titanium, a cobalt chromium
molybdenum alloy or a titanium alloy, although other ma-
terials may also be used. Commonly used alloys include
titanium alloy Ti-6Al-4V. Any biocompatible metal having
characteristics suitable for the intended use may be used
for the solid metal portions of the femoral component 12.
[0064] Instead of metal, a polymer material such as
poly(etheretherketone) (PEEK) could be used for the
femoral component 12.
[0065] As shown in FIG. 1, the bearing component 16
has a proximal articulation surface 17 and a distal mount-
ing surface 19 opposite the proximal articulation surface
17. The proximal articulation surface 17 of the bearing
16 includes a medial bearing surface 21 configured to
articulate with the medial condyle 18 of the femoral com-
ponent 12 and a lateral bearing surface 23 configured to
articulate with the lateral condyle 20 of the femoral com-
ponent 12. The bearing component 16 is modular, and
is assembled with the tibial tray 14 intraoperatively and
secured to it through a mechanical interlocking mecha-
nism, as described below.
[0066] The bearing 16 may be made from a polymeric
material. Suitable polymeric materials for the bearing 16
include ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene (UH-
MWPE). The UHMWPE may be cross-linked. Tech-
niques for crosslinking, quenching, or otherwise prepar-
ing UHMWPE are described in documents such as US-
5728748, US-5879400, US-6017975, US-6242507, US-
6316158, US-6228900, US-6245276 and US-6281264.
The UHMWPE of the bearing material may be treated to
stabilize any free radicals present therein, such as
through the addition of an antioxidant such as vitamin E.
Techniques for stabilizing UHMWPE with antioxidants
are disclosed in, for example, US-A-2007/293647 and
US-A-2003/212161.
[0067] The tibial tray 14 includes a solid metal base 24
having a solid metal proximal mounting surface 26 and
an opposite second surface 28. The tibial tray 14 also
includes a plurality of porous metal pegs 30, 32, 34, 36,
extending distally from the second surface 28 of the solid
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metal base to distal ends 40, 42, 44, 46, along longitudinal
axes 50, 52, 54, 56, intersecting the distal surface 28 of
the platform 24. The tibial tray 14 could also include a
distally extending stem.
[0068] In the device shown in the drawings, the tibial
tray 14 is intended for use without bone cement. A porous
metal coating 57 is on the second surface 28 of the solid
metal base 24 to facilitate bone ingrowth for fixation.
[0069] The femoral component 12 may also include
porous metal pegs and a porous metal coating on the
bone-facing surfaces 13, 15. For example, porous metal
pegs may extend proximally from the bone-facing sur-
faces 13, 15 of the femoral component 12. One such peg
is shown in FIG. 1 at 39. This peg also has a proximal
end 51.
[0070] In the femoral component and tibial tray shown
in the drawings, each peg 30, 32, 34, 36, 39 extends
outward from a junction with the bone-facing surfaces
13, 15, 28 of their respective implant components 12, 14
to their opposite ends 40, 42, 44, 46, 51. The pegs 30,
32, 34, 36, 39 have exposed outer surfaces past the junc-
tions. The pegs 30, 32, 34, 36 are configured to be im-
planted into a surgically prepared end of a patient’s tibia
or femur (not shown) and are configured for stabilizing
the tibial component 14 and femoral component 12, when
implanted in the bones of a patient. Bone may grow into
the exposed outer surfaces of the pegs for fixation of the
implant components on the tibia and femur.
[0071] The end surfaces of the pegs could be flat, sphe-
roidal or some other shape. In the device shown in FIG.
1, the distal ends 40, 42, 44, 46, 51 are generally sphe-
roidal. The peg shown in FIGS. 3 to 5, 8 to 10, 15 and
17 has a flat distal end. This peg is identified with refer-
ence number 34A (its distal end as 44A and its longitu-
dinal axis as 54A) in FIGS. 3 and 4, 8 to 10, 14, 15 and
17 (the remaining pegs in FIGS. 3 and 14 being identified
as 30A, 32A and 36A). The description applies to all of
the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A, the only
difference between the pegs being the shapes of the dis-
tal surfaces.
[0072] Referring again to Fig. 1, the configuration of
the proximal mounting surface 26 of the solid metal base
24 of the tibial tray 14 may vary depending on the type
of implant. For example, if the prosthesis is a rotating
platform type of mobile bearing knee prosthesis, the prox-
imal mounting surface 26 of the tibial tray 14 and the
distal mounting surface 19 of the bearing 16 will be
smooth to allow for rotation of the bearing on the mount-
ing surface 26 of the tibial tray 14, 14A. The device shown
in the drawings is a fixed bearing design in which the
proximal mounting surface 26 of the tibial tray 14 and the
distal mounting surface 19 of the bearing 16 include com-
plementary locking features that eliminate or at least min-
imize any relative movement between the bearing 16 and
the tibial tray 14 when these components are assembled.
These complementary locking features include pedes-
tals and recesses (not shown) on the distal surface 19
of the bearing 16 and buttresses 59, 61 and undercuts

on the proximal mounting surface 26 of the solid metal
base 24 of the tibial tray 14. Detailed descriptions of this
and other designs for fixed bearing tibial trays are dis-
closed in US-7628818 and US-A-2009/082873. Other
complementary locking features may be used in a fixed
bearing prosthesis.
[0073] FIG. 4 shows in cross-section the mechanical
locking mechanism for fixing the porous metal peg 34A
to the solid metal tibial base 24. The same mechanical
connection can be used for locking all of the porous metal
pegs to the solid metal base, including previously de-
scribed porous metal pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 36 and
36A. As shown in FIG. 4, the solid metal base 24 includes
an internal wall 70 that extends from the second surface
28 of the base 24 toward the mounting surface 26. The
internal wall 70 is tapered to have a distal minimum inner
diameter furthest from the mounting surface 26 and a
larger inner diameter nearer to the mounting surface 26.
The internal wall 70 defines an internal chamfered cham-
ber 72. The second solid metal surface 28 of the base
24 has a circular opening 74 at the distal end of the in-
ternal wall 70.
[0074] The peg 34A has a head 76 and a shaft 78. The
head 76 of the peg 34A has a free end 80 defining a flat
surface 82 and a tapered surface 84 extending from the
first free end 80 to the junction of the head 76 and the
shaft 78. The maximum outer diameter of the peg 34A
is at the first free end 80 and a smaller outer diameter at
the junction of the head 76 and the shaft 78.
[0075] As shown in FIG. 4, at least a substantial part
of the head 76 of the peg 34A is received within the cham-
fered chamber 72 in the solid metal base 24 between the
surfaces 26, 28 of the base 24. A portion of the shaft 78
of the peg 34A extends outward through the circular
opening 74 to its distal end 44A. A length of the porous
metal shaft is exposed beyond the surface 28 and porous
metal coating 57.
[0076] As shown in FIG. 4, solid metal 86 covers and
bears against the head 76 of the peg 34A. This solid
metal 86 is connected to the remainder of the solid metal
mounting surface 26 by a circular weld 88 in the device
shown in the drawings. In the finished product, the solid
metal mounting surface 26 appears to be continuous so
that there is no discernible difference between the metal
86 covering the head and the remainder of the mounting
surface 26. The solid metal 86 holds or compresses the
tapered surface 84 of the head 76 of the peg 34A against
the tapered internal wall 70 of the chamfered chamber
72 to mechanically fix the porous metal peg 34A to the
solid metal base 24. There is no metallurgical connection
between the peg 34A and the base 24 so that the porous
metal peg 34A is not sintered or welded to the solid metal
base 24.
[0077] Since there is no need for a metallurgical con-
nection to fix the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A
to the solid metal base 24, different materials may be
used for the solid metal portions and the porous metal
pegs. For example, the solid metal base 24 may comprise
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a CoCrMo (cobalt chromium molybdenum) alloy and the
porous metal pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A
may comprise porous titanium and still be rigidly fixed
together. Alternatively, both the solid metal base 24 and
the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A may com-
prise the same or different forms of titanium, for example.
Particular metals are identified as examples only. More-
over, it may be desirable to make the base out of a pol-
ymer material such as solid PEEK (poly(etheretherke-
tone)), provided the polymer material possesses ade-
quate mechanical properties. More particularly, fibre-re-
inforced PEEK, such as PEEK reinforced with carbon
fibres or glass fibres may have adequate mechanical
properties (strength and stiffness).
[0078] Still referring to Fig. 4, on the distal side, the
shaft 78 of the peg 34A and the circular opening 74 in
the surface 28 are surrounded by a narrow solid metal
annulus 90. The solid metal annulus 90 is co-extensive
with and part of the remainder of the base 24, and extends
distally from the plane of the majority of the surface 28.
As shown in FIG. 4, annulus 90 has a tapered internal
wall 92 continuous with the tapered internal wall 70 so
that the chamfered chamber 72 extends beyond the
plane of the majority of the surface 28 to the distal end
of the annulus 90. The tapered internal walls 70 and 92
define an angle of about 40° with the central longitudinal
axis 94 of the chamfered chamber 72 in the device shown
in the drawings. This angle is provided as an example
only. This angle could be optimized through engineering
analysis, such as finite element analysis, and through
testing (such as static and dynamic pull-out and shear
testing of the peg).
[0079] In a typical tibial tray, the thickness of the tray
between the surfaces 24 and 26 is on the order of 5 mm
or less. Including the annulus 90 in the design effectively
extends the length of the chamfered chamber 72 and
allows for use of a peg with a longer head to optimize the
mechanical lock between the components 24, 34A in the
available space.
[0080] In a medial-lateral direction, the annulus 90 is
narrow: the difference between the inner diameter and
outer diameter is on the order of 2 mm so that the outer
diameter of the annulus 90 is on the order of 2 mm larger
than the outer diameter of the shaft 78 of the peg 34A.
The porous metal coating 57 on the surface 28 extends
up to the outer edge of the annulus 90 to maximize the
area of porous metal exposed for bone ingrowth in the
vicinity of the pegs. It should be understood that the di-
mensions and the shape of the annulus 90 in the device
shown in the drawings are provided as examples only.
The annulus (which is optional) increases the engage-
ment between the head of the peg and the internal wall
of the base 24.
[0081] FIGS. 5 to 7 show the solid metal base 24 as it
would appear early in the manufacturing process, before
the pegs are mounted to the base. As shown in FIG. 5,
the anterior buttress 59 includes a pair of cutouts 100,
102 surrounding circular openings 104, 106 in the mount-

ing surface 26. As shown in FIG. 7, a small annular de-
pression 108 may be provided around each circular
opening 104 for use in welding components together later
in the manufacturing process. The cutouts 100, 102 in
the anterior buttress are provided to accommodate the
anterior pegs and plugs that will be used later in the man-
ufacturing process. The cutouts 100, 102 are only nec-
essary in the device shown in the drawings because, as
shown in FIG. 2, two pegs 30A, 34A underlie a portion
of the anterior buttress 59 in the final tibial tray shown in
FIGS. 1 to 3.
[0082] As shown in FIG. 7, an internal wall 110 extends
from the proximal end of the tapered internal wall 70 to
the mounting surface 26. The internal wall 110 is cylin-
drical in shape between the mounting surface 26 and the
chamfered chamber 72 and defines a cylindrical chamber
112. Above the mounting surface 26, an external wall
114 extends from the internal wall 110 and defines a sur-
face of the cutout 100 in the anterior buttress 59. The
internal walls 70, 110 and external wall 114 are continu-
ous, and may be considered to comprise different por-
tions of a single wall. The inner diameter of the cylindrical
chamber 112 is large enough for the head 76 of the peg
to fit through.
[0083] As discussed above, the surface 28 opposite
the mounting surface 26 of the solid metal base 24 has
a porous metal coating 57 in the device shown in the
drawings. One type of porous coating which may be used
as the porous portion 57 of the base 24 is that used on
products which are sold by DePuy Orthopaedics Inc un-
der the trade mark Porocoat. Other porous coatings could
be used, including those disclosed in US-8066770.
[0084] FIGS. 8 to 10 show a porous metal peg 34A as
it would appear early in the manufacturing process, be-
fore being mounted to the solid metal base 24. The struc-
tural features of the peg 34A are described above. The
pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A comprise tita-
nium metal foam. Such a foam may be made as disclosed
in US-A-2008/ 199720, US-A-2010/098574, US-A-
2009/326674 and US-A-2009/292365.
[0085] The porous metal pegs may have, for example,
a bulk porosity (or percent open area or void space) of
from about 60% to about 85% (preferably about 60% to
about 75%) as measured by volume, the forced intrusion
of liquid mercury, and cross-section image analysis. This
porosity/void space corresponds with a density of 15 to
35% (preferably 25 to 40%) of theoretical density for a
similarly sized and shaped solid metal component. The
resultant metal foam may be treated to increase its rough-
ness, such as by etching, blasting or by adding irregular
powders. The distal ends of the pegs and peripheral sur-
faces of the porous coating 57 may be smoothed as dis-
closed in US-A-2011/029092 to limit bony ingrowth in
selected areas or to limit possible abrasion of soft tissue
adjacent the edges of surface 57.
[0086] Although titanium foam is the preferred material
for the pegs, advantages may be achieved with alterna-
tive materials as well. One example of a suitable alter-
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native material is tantalum porous metal, for example as
disclosed US-5282861. The porous metal pegs may be
made from other materials, with other surface finishes
and porosities, and using other manufacturing process-
es.
[0087] It may be desirable to use porous pegs having
a porosity gradient. For example, it may be desirable for
the head 76 to be more dense than the shaft 78. If one
were to chose to form a metallurgical bond between the
peg 34A and the base 24, it may be more effectively
accomplished with a more dense head 76. Alternatively,
it may be desirable to smear the surfaces of the head 76
through machining, milling, polishing or smoothing, as
disclosed in US-A-2011/029092.
[0088] Techniques are known for treating porous metal
implants and may be applied to the pegs and coating
used in the present invention. For example, calcium
phosphate coatings (such as hydroxyapatite) may be ap-
plied to the porous portions of an implant component,
optionally with additional therapeutic agents, as dis-
closed in US-A-2006/ 257358. Electrophoretic deposition
of a material such as calcium phosphate may be used.
[0089] Porous biocompatible polymers are available
as well and may possess adequate mechanical proper-
ties for use with the present invention, including the pegs
30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A of the tibial tray 14
instead of porous metal. Non-porous pegs can be used.
[0090] FIGS. 11 to 13 show a plug 120 as it would
appear early in the manufacturing process, before being
mounted to the solid metal base 24. The plug 120 in-
cludes a first solid metal surface 122, a second solid met-
al surface 124 spaced from the first solid metal surface
and a side wall 126 extending from the first solid metal
surface 122 toward the second solid metal surface 124.
The first solid metal surface 122 of the plug 120 has an
outer diameter, and the first solid metal surface 122 of
the plug and the side wall 126 of the plug define a first
cylindrical portion 128 of the plug. The second solid metal
surface 124 of the plug 120 has an outer diameter, and
the second solid metal surface 124 of the plug and the
reduced diameter side wall 127 of the plug define a sec-
ond cylindrical portion 130 of the plug. The outer diameter
of the first cylindrical portion 128 of the plug is greater
than the outer diameter of the second cylindrical portion
130 of the plug. The inner diameter of the cylindrical
chamber 112 and the outer diameter of the first cylindrical
portion 128 of the plug are dimensioned to allow for the
first cylindrical portion 128 of the plug to be press-fit into
the cylindrical chamber 112 of the solid metal base 24.
[0091] The axial length of the plug 120 between the
surfaces 122, 124 is great enough so that when assem-
bled with the peg 34A and the solid metal base 24, the
bottom surface 124 of the plug bears against the top sur-
face 82 of the peg 34A and the top surface 122 of the
plug 120 is at least level with the top surface of the anterior
buttress 59. This assembly is shown in FIG. 17. Although
the first cylindrical portion 128 of the plug is press-fit in
the cylindrical chamber 112 of the base 24, there is no

contact between the second cylindrical portion 130 of the
plug 120 and the internal wall 70, 110 of the solid metal
base 24. An annular gap 140 remains adjacent to and
above the top surface 82 of the peg 34A.. The annular
gap 140 remains in the final component (see FIG. 4).
[0092] Since the second cylindrical portion 130 of the
plug does not contact the internal walls 70, 110, nothing
prohibits the second cylindrical portion 130 from fully en-
gaging the head 76 of the peg 34A to ensure the tapered
surface 84 of the peg 34A is fully seated against the ta-
pered internal wall 70. On the proximal side, as shown
in FIG. 16, parts of the first cylindrical portions 128 of the
anterior plugs 120 fit into and fill the cutouts 100, 102 in
the anterior buttress 59.
[0093] The annular gap 140 corresponds with the re-
duced diameter of the second cylindrical portion 130 of
the plug and is a vestige of the use of the second cylin-
drical portion 130 of the first plug 120 to avoid the plug
bottoming out at the transition between the cylindrical
chamber 112 and chambered chamber 72. Dimensions
of the plug 130 and chambers 72, 112 may be optimized
to limit the size of the gap 140 while ensuring that the
plug does not bottom out.
[0094] The plugs 120 are formed from solid metal, pref-
erably the same metal used to make the solid metal base
24. For example, if the solid metal base 24 comprises a
CoCrMo (cobalt chromium molybdenum) alloy then the
plugs would preferably be made of the same CoCrMo
alloy. Alternatively, the plugs 120 base may comprise
PEEK or fibre-reinforced PEEK, as described above for
the base.
[0095] The process for making the tibial tray of FIGS.
1 to 4 can be described with reference to FIGS. 7 to 17.
The second surface 28 of the solid metal base 24 may
be coated with porous metal to form the porous metal
coating 57 prior to the remaining steps of the process.
As shown in FIG. 14, pegs 30A, 32A, 34A, 36A, are in-
serted into the openings 104, 106, 104A, 106A in the
support surface 26 of the base 24 by inserting the shaft
78 (shown in FIG. 14 with respect to peg 34A) first and
moving the peg distally until the tapered surface 84 of
the head 76 rests against the tapered internal wall 70,
92 of the solid metal base 24 and the distal end of the
shaft 78 is exposed beyond the level of the porous coating
57.
[0096] Next, the plugs 120, 120A, 120B, 120C are in-
serted into each of the holes 104, 104A, 106, 106A as
shown in FIG. 16. The plugs 120, 120A, 120B, 120C are
pressed into the cylindrical chamber 112 until the second
cylindrical portion 130 is pressed against the top flat sur-
face 82 of the head 76 of the peg. Because of the dimen-
sions of the cylindrical chamber 112 and the first cylin-
drical portion 128 of the plug 120, the plug is held in place
by the press-fit connection. When inserting the plugs, it
may be desirable to press the plug against the head 76
of the peg with enough force to compress the peg. Some
permanent or plastic deformation of the head 76 of the
peg may occur during assembly. In addition to ensuring
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a press-fit, it may be desirable to compress the head of
the peg sufficiently to overcome the effects of any vari-
ation in the dimensions of the heads 76 that might oth-
erwise cause a loose fit.
[0097] As shown in FIG. 17, the dimensions of the sec-
ond cylindrical portion 130 of the plug 120 and the cylin-
drical chamber 112 allow the plug to be fully inserted
without interference from the internal wall 70.
[0098] Standard manufacturing equipment, such as an
arbor press, may be used to press the pegs and the plugs
into the desired positions.
[0099] The plugs 120, 120A, 120B, 120C may then be
fixed to the solid metal base 24. For example, the plugs
120, 120A, 120B, 120C may be fixed to the solid metal
base by welding the plugs and base together along the
junctions of the plugs and the base. For example, circular
weld 88 may be formed along the wall 126 of the first
cylindrical portion 128 of the plugs 120, 120A, 120B,
120C. In addition, welds may be formed along the junc-
tures of the anterior buttress 59 and the plugs 120, 120A.
For example, laser welding may be used to form all of
the welds.
[0100] Next, any undesirable portion of the solid metal
plugs 120, 120A, 120B, 120C extending beyond the first
solid metal surface 26 of the base 24 may be removed.
For the plugs 120B and 120C shown in FIG. 16, any
portion of the plugs above the level of the surface 26 may
be considered undesirable and removed. For the anterior
plugs 120, 120A, the exposed portions of the plugs may
be used to form part of the anterior buttress 59. Thus,
parts of the anterior plugs 120, 120A would be removed
to make a portion level with the mounting surface 26,
parts would be removed to make a portion level with the
proximal surface of the anterior buttress 59 and parts
would be removed to define the contour of the posterior-
facing surface of the anterior buttress 59. The removal
of undesirable portions of the plugs 120, 120A, 120B,
120C may be accomplished through standard manufac-
turing processes, such as machining. As part of the re-
moval process, any excess material at any weld lines
may be removed as well. Selected surfaces of the tray
14 may be polished as well, if desired.
[0101] The end result of this process is the tibial tray
14 shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, where the porous metal pegs
30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A are mechanically, but
not metallurgically, fixed to the solid metal base 24. In
the final product, the heads 76 of all the pegs 30, 30A,
32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A are completely covered (that
is, no part of the head of any peg is exposed from the
mounting surface 26) by solid metal and all of the pegs
are held firmly in place by the plugs 120 and internal walls
70, 92. It should be understood that the process de-
scribed above may also be used to fix pegs to the distal
femoral component, such as peg 39 in femoral compo-
nent 10 of FIG. 1. Moreover, it should be understood that
the process described may be used to fix other structures
to these components (such as a stem in a mobile bearing
tibial tray), and to fix pegs and other structures to other

orthopaedic implant components, such as prosthetic hip
systems, prosthetic shoulder systems and orthopaedic
spine systems.
[0102] The components may be dimensioned to allow
for an interference fit of the head 76 of the peg 34A
against the wall 70. Engineering analysis, such as finite
element analysis, may be used to optimize compression
of the pegs during assembly.
[0103] If the tibial tray is a mobile bearing, and more
particularly, a rotating platform tray, the process de-
scribed above may be used, except there would be no
anterior buttress 59. In a rotating platform tray, the peg
and plug assemblies would be similar to those for the
posterior pegs 32A, 36A and plugs 120B, 120C (see
FIGS. 14 and 16).
[0104] To use the system of the present invention, the
surgeon would prepare the distal femur and proximal tibia
to receive the bone implants 12, 14 using conventional
techniques and implant the tibial tray and femoral com-
ponent using conventional techniques for cementless
components. The tibial bearing 16 is typically assembled
with the tibial tray 14 after the tray 14 has been implanted.
[0105] After implantation, the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A,
34, 34A, 36, 36A stabilize the tibial tray 14 and bone will
grow into the porous metal coating 57 on the distal sur-
face 28 and into the shafts 78 of the pegs 30, 30A, 32,
32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A. Similar bone ingrowth would be
expected for the femoral component 10. If the pegs are
made with smoother distal ends 40, 42, 44, 46, bone will
not, however, grow or grow as vigorously into the smooth-
er free ends.
[0106] If the exposed peripheral surface of the porous
coating 57 is smooth, no soft tissue irritation should occur
after the component is implanted.
[0107] If it becomes necessary to remove the tibial tray
14 or femoral component 12, the surgeon may cut along
a distal plane at the interface of the porous coating 57
and the bone to sever the connection between the pa-
tient’s bone and the tibial tray platform at the interface.
If the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A consist of
porous metal foam across their entire thicknesses along
this distal plane, the surgeon may also cut through all of
the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A along this
distal plane using a bone saw. Thus, the entire tibial plat-
form may be readily removed with a bone saw. Such a
result is generally not possible with pegs and stems made
of solid titanium or cobalt chromium alloy, since bone
saws cannot generally cut through solid metal. To re-
move the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A, the
surgeon may then cut around the outer perimeter of each
peg 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A to sever the con-
nection between the bone and the pegs 30, 30A, 32, 32A,
34, 34A, 36, 36A. Such cuts around the perimeters may
be made, for example, through use of a trephine saw.
Each peg 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 34, 34A, 36, 36A may then
be readily removed. Notably, if the free ends of the pegs
are smooth, little or no bone ingrowth will have occurred
at the ends of the pegs, so the removal of the pegs should
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be made easier.
[0108] Thus, the present invention provides a knee
prosthesis with a tibial implant component and femoral
component suitable for optimized cementless fixation.
Moreover, the implant components can be readily re-
moved from the bone in revision surgery to conserve na-
tive bone.
[0109] The number and configurations of the pegs may
be varied. For a tibial tray, for example, the tray could
also include a central stem. Although the tibial trays
shown in the drawings have four pegs, fewer pegs may
be acceptable. In addition, the heads of the pegs and/or
the plugs may be non-circular and, for example, may
have a square cross section, and the holes in the base
correspondingly sized and shaped. In addition, it also
would be possible to attach the plug to the peg, such as
by a sintering process, prior to positioning this plug/peg
assembly into the hole of the base and then welding the
plug to the base as previously described.
[0110] Some additional constructions are shown in
FIGS. 18 to 20. In the device shown in FIG. 18, parts
similar to those described above for the device shown in
FIGS. 1 to 4 are labelled with the same reference num-
bers, followed by the letter "B". In the device shown in
FIG. 19, parts similar to those described above for the
device shown in FIGS. 1 to 4 are labelled with the same
reference numbers, followed by the letter "C". In the de-
vice shown in FIG. 20, parts similar to those described
above for the device shown in FIGS. 1 to 4 are labelled
with the same reference numbers, followed by the letter
"D". The description set out above of the components
applies as well to the devices shown in FIGS. 18 to 20
unless indicated to the contrary.
[0111] In the device shown in FIG. 18, the plug 120B
has a single cylindrical portion 128B of constant diame-
ter. The head 76B of the peg 34B has a proximal cylin-
drical portion 35 adjacent to a frusto-conical portion 37
defined by surface 84B. The diameter of the cylindrical
portion 35 of the head 76B is less than the diameter of
the cylindrical chamber 112B in the base 24B. The an-
nular gap 140B is adjacent to and level with the top sur-
face 82B of the peg 34B in the device of FIG. 18. In this
device, the free end 80B of the head 76B of the peg 34B
extends proximally beyond the junction of the cylindrical
chamber 112B and chamfered chamber 72B.
[0112] In the device shown in FIG. 19, the plug 120C
and the head 76C of the peg 34C include anti-rotation
flats 141, 143.
[0113] In the device shown in FIG. 20, the head 76D
of the peg 34D is cylindrical and the plug 120D has a
single cylindrical portion 128D of constant diameter. The
base 24D has a single cylindrical chamber 112D defined
by a side wall 147 and bottom wall 147. In this device,
the bottom wall 147 is substantially parallel to the mount-
ing surface 26D and to the top surface 82D of the peg
34D.
[0114] Other shapes of the head 76 of the peg 34 and
the plug 120 may be used, along with other shapes of

chambers in the base 24 to receive the head 76 and plug
120. For example, the head of the peg could be stepped
to mate with and be received within a counterbore in the
base 24. The plug may also have a tapered, frusto-con-
ical shape instead of a right cylinder shape if desired.

Claims

1. An orthopaedic prosthesis comprising a first compo-
nent comprising a solid metal portion and a porous
metal portion, the solid metal portion including a first
solid metal surface and a second solid metal surface
spaced from the first solid metal surface, the solid
metal portion having an internal wall extending from
the second solid metal surface toward the first solid
metal surface and having an end at a level between
the first solid metal surface and the second solid met-
al surface, the internal wall being tapered to have a
minimum internal diameter furthest from the first sol-
id metal surface and a larger internal diameter at the
end of the internal wall and defining an internal cham-
fered chamber, the second solid metal surface hav-
ing an opening at the junction of the internal wall and
the second solid metal surface,
in which the porous metal portion includes a peg hav-
ing a head and a shaft, the head of the peg having
a first free end and a tapered wall extending from
the junction of the head and the shaft toward the first
free end, the peg having a maximum outer diameter
at the first free end and a smaller outer diameter at
the junction of the head and the shaft, at least a sub-
stantial part of the head of the peg being received
within the chamfered chamber in the solid metal por-
tion between the first solid metal surface and the
second solid metal surface, a portion of the peg ex-
tending outward through the opening in the second
solid metal surface,
and in which the solid metal portion extends from the
first solid metal surface to the head of the peg and
covers the head of the peg,
and in which there is no metallurgical connection be-
tween the peg and the second solid metal surface
of the solid metal portion.

2. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 1 in which the
solid metal portion and porous metal portion com-
prise different metals.

3. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 1 in which the
solid metal portion includes cobalt and the porous
metal portion includes titanium.

4. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 3 in which the
solid metal portion comprises an alloy of cobalt, chro-
mium and molybdenum and the porous metal portion
comprises titanium metal foam.
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5. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 1 in which the
first component comprises a distal femoral implant
component having articular surfaces and bone-fac-
ing surfaces, and the first surface comprises one of
the articular surfaces and the second surface com-
prises one of the bone-facing surfaces.

6. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 5 which includes
a bearing having articular surfaces to receive the ar-
ticular surfaces of the distal femoral implant compo-
nent.

7. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 6 in which the
bearing has a mounting surface spaced from the ar-
ticular surfaces of the bearing and the prosthesis fur-
ther comprises a tibial tray having a support surface
to accept the mounting surface of the bearing.

8. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 7 in which:

the mounting surface of the bearing and support
surface of the tibial tray have complementary
structures to fix the bearing to the tibial tray,
the complementary structures include a solid
metal anterior buttress extending proximally
from and being continuous with the support sur-
face of the tray, and
a portion of the anterior buttress overlies at least
a portion of the head of the peg with solid metal
extending between the anterior buttress and the
head of the peg.

9. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 1 in which the
solid metal portion includes a solid metal annulus
surrounding the peg, the solid metal annulus being
continuous with and extending from the second solid
metal surface of the solid metal portion of the first
component.

10. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 9 in which there
is no metallurgical bond between the solid metal an-
nulus and the peg.

11. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 10 in which the
metal annulus extends about 1 mm out from the sur-
face of the peg.

12. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 10 in which the
metal annulus has a tapered inner wall continuous
with the tapered inner wall of the chamfered chamber
so that the chamfered chamber extends beyond the
level of the second solid metal surface.

13. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 9 in which the
porous metal portion includes a layer of porous metal
metallurgically bonded to the second solid metal sur-
face.

14. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 1 in which there
is an annular gap in the solid metal portion adjacent
to the first free end of the head of the peg.

15. The orthopaedic prosthesis of claim 1 in which the
solid metal portion of the tray has a thickness of less
than 5 mm between the first solid metal surface and
the second solid metal surface.
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