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(57) Disclosed are a pothole sign detection system
and method of a road pavement, and a recording medium
having recorded thereon a computer readable program
for executing the method. The pothole sign detection sys-
tem includes an electromagnetic wave transmitting unit,
an electromagnetic wave receiving unit, an electromag-
netic wave receiving unit, a dielectric constant calculation
unit, a crack rate diagnosis unit, a pavement layer sep-
aration state diagnosis unit, an attenuation calculation
unit, a pavement layer inside state diagnosis unit, and a
pothole sign detection unit.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present invention relates to a method and system for detecting a sign associated with a pothole in a road
pavement, and more particularly, to a method and system for providing information necessary for the maintenance
decision of a road pavement by determining the crack rate increase of the road surface causing the pothole in the road
pavement, the separation between the pavement layers, and the damages inside the pavement layer.
[0002] A pothole is a phenomenon in which as the surface of a pavement layer comes off, the road is pitted. Since
the pothole can cause an accident of visitors using road immediately after occurrence, road managers have put a lot of
effort into solving problems.
[0003] 1) Quality and Construction Improvement Technology of Road Pavement materials: Korea Patent 10-1761165,
10-1635323, 2) Pothole real time detection and transmission technology: Korea Patent 10-1514368, 10-1546700, 3)
Pothole prompt repair equipment and material development: Korean Patent 10-1675928, 10-1537247, 4) Pothole related
accident compensation system.
[0004] 1) is a technology related to improving the durability of road pavement. However, the damage associated with
increased traffic volume, extreme weather (heavy rain, heavy snowfall, abnormal low temperatures, etc.), and the amount
of snow-chloride spray further increased. Increasing the maintenance extension due to the expansion of the national
road network and managing the limited maintenance budget caused the continued generation of potholes in the road
pavement. In addition, because of the limitation of good quality aggregate materials and the use of low quality materials
due to the cost burden, there are difficulties in maintaining the road pavement.
[0005] In the cases of 2), 3), and 4), the technique is related to the action after the pothole is generated. In the cases
of 2) and 3), the pothole generated in the road pavement reduces the exposure time to the user, but it does not prevent
the occurrence at the source. In the case of 4), it is related to the pothole complaint, and the evidence of the cause of
the accident caused by the pothole is easily obtained so that related complaints and compensation work are on the rise.
Due to this, administrative power and budget for road managers are wasted.

SUMMARY

[0006] The present invention provides a method and system for detecting a pothole sign of a road pavement, which
can detect a pothole sign of a road pavement while minimizing errors, in detecting a stepwise sign that the pothole of a
road pavement can occur.
[0007] In order to achieve the above object, a pothole sign detection system of a road pavement according to the
present invention includes an electromagnetic wave transmitting unit, an electromagnetic wave receiving unit, a dielectric
constant calculation unit, a crack rate diagnosis unit, a pavement layer separation state diagnosis unit, an attenuation
calculation unit, a pavement layer inside state diagnosis unit, and a sign determination unit.
[0008] An electromagnetic wave transmitting unit is configured to emit electromagnetic waves, an electromagnetic
wave receiving unit is configured to receive electromagnetic waves reflected from a surface of a road pavement and a
multiple of pavement layer interfaces, respectively, a dielectric constant calculation unit is configured to calculate a
dielectric constant of the surface of the road pavement and the pavement layer interface according to an amplitude of
the received electromagnetic wave, a crack rate diagnosis unit is configured to diagnose a crack rate state of the surface
of the road pavement by comparing a dielectric constant of the surface of the road pavement with a preset surface
dielectric constant reference value, a pavement layer separation state diagnosis unit is configured to diagnose a pavement
layer separation state of the pavement layer interface of the road pavement by comparing a dielectric constant of the
pavement layer interface of the road pavement with a preset interface dielectric constant reference value, an attenuation
calculation unit is configured to calculate energy attenuation in each of the multiple of pavement layers according to the
amplitude of the received electromagnetic wave, a pavement layer inside state diagnosis unit is configured to diagnose
a state inside the multiple of pavement layers by comparing the attenuation with a preset attenuation reference value,
and a sign determination unit is configured to determine a pothole occurrence sign in the road pavement by using the
crack rate state information, the pavement layer separation state information, and the attenuation information.
[0009] By such a configuration, non-destructive and simple detection is possible while minimizing errors for each stage
state from the initial stage of the pothole that may occur in the road pavement to the occurrence, and since the pothole
occurrence section of a road pavement can be easily identified and proactive maintenance is possible so that it contributes
to ensuring the stability of passengers and roads.
[0010] At this time, a dielectric constant of the road pavement surface is calculated by Equation: 
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where εr0 is a dielectric constant of the road surface, Amp0 is an amplitude of the electromagnetic wave at the road
surface, and AmpP is an amplitude of the electromagnetic wave at a steel plate (complete reflection).
[0011] In addition, a dielectric constant of the pavement layer interface is calculated by Equation: 

where εrn is a dielectric constant of the n-th pavement interface of the pavement road, and Ampn is an amplitude of the
electromagnetic wave at the n-th pavement interface of the road pavement.
[0012] In addition, the attenuation is calculated by Equation: 

 where δn is an attenuation (dB) of the electromagnetic wave passing through the n-th pavement layer of the road
pavement.
[0013] In addition, the pothole sign detection system may further include a reference value correction unit for correcting
a surface dielectric constant reference value and an interface dielectric constant reference value according to an envi-
ronment in a road pavement. By such a configuration, more accurate detection of pothole sign is possible by reflecting
various environmental factors that can change the dielectric constant of a road pavement measured by electromagnetic
wave.
[0014] At this time, the environment is age and relative humidity,
wherein the dielectric constant reference value is calculated by Equation εr = A · Wr - Bln (Age) + C, where εr is the
dielectric constant reference value, Wr is a water content or relative humidity (%), Age is the material age of concrete
or public use(years), and A, B, C are predetermined constants.
[0015] Moreover, when the pavement layer is asphalt, B is set to 0, and A and C are differently set for the surface of
the road pavement and the internal pavement interface, wherein A is set to be smaller by a predetermined ratio as
compared to the surface of the road pavement for the internal pavement interface of the road pavement.
[0016] Furthermore, when the pavement layer is concrete, A, B, and C are differently set for the surface of the road
pavement and the internal pavement interface, respectively, wherein B is set to be smaller than the surface of the road
pavement for the internal pavement interface of the road pavement.
[0017] In addition, the environment is a density of a pavement layer of the road pavement, wherein the dielectric
constant reference value is calculated by Equation ε = aρ + b, where ε is the dielectric constant reference value, ρ is the
density of a core specimen of the road pavement, and a and b are constants.
[0018] In addition, the reference value correction unit may further correct the attenuation reference value according
to the environment in the road pavement. By such a configuration, more accurate detection of pothole sign is possible
by reflecting various environmental factors that can change the attenuation of electromagnetic wave reflected from a
road pavement.
[0019] At this time, the attenuation reference value is calculated by Equation σ = aρ - b, where σ is the attenuation
reference value, ρ is the density of a core specimen of the road pavement, and a and b are constants.
[0020] Moreover, disclosed are a patrol drone control system and method, and a recording medium having recorded
thereon a computer readable program for executing the method.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0021] The accompanying drawings are included to provide a further understanding of the inventive concept, and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification. The drawings illustrate exemplary embodiments of the inventive
concept and, together with the description, serve to explain principles of the inventive concept. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a pothole sign detection system of a road pavement in accordance with the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one embodiment of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a graph of an example electromagnetic wave reception from a road pavement;
FIG. 4 is a graph showing an example of the relationship between the pavement density and the dielectric constant
of a road pavement;
FIG. 5 is a graph showing an example of the relationship between a dielectric constant and a distribution ratio;
FIG. 6 is a graph comparing the pavement density and attenuation in the actual road pavement; and
FIG. 7 is a schematic flowchart of a pothole sign detection method according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.
[0023] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a pothole sign detection system of a road pavement in accordance with
the present invention. In FIG. 1, a pothole sign detection system 100 includes an electromagnetic wave transmitting unit
110, an electromagnetic wave receiving unit 120, a dielectric constant calculation unit 130, a crack rate diagnosis unit
140, a pavement layer separation state diagnosis unit 150, an attenuation calculation unit 160, a pavement layer inside
state diagnosis unit 170, a sign determination unit 180, and a reference value correction unit 190.
[0024] FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one embodiment of FIG. 1. In FIG. 2, an example of a pothole
sign detection system of a road pavement is shown that includes an electromagnetic wave generation unit for generating
electromagnetic wave, an electromagnetic wave transmitting/receiving unit for emitting electromagnetic waves generated
from the electromagnetic wave generation unit to road pavements and receiving electromagnetic waves reflected from
the interface of each pavement layer, a dielectric constant calculation unit for analyzing the electromagnetic wave
received from the electromagnetic wave receiving unit and calculating the dielectric constant of each pavement layer
by the amplitude of the received wave reflected from each layer of the road pavement, an attenuation calculation unit
for calculating the attenuation of the electromagnetic wave energy passing through the pavement layer by the amplitude
difference in each layer, and a pothole sign determination unit for detecting a pothole sign of a road pavement from a
calculated dielectric constant and attenuation.
[0025] The occurrence mechanism of potholes is mainly known for 1) poor compaction during construction of pavement
materials, so that harmful substances penetrate at places with large porosity and 2) as the road material separated from
the internal moisture escapes during vehicle weight load, bearing capacity is weakened, so that depressions and potholes
occur.
[0026] In addition, as a result of the recent on-site survey by the Korea Expressway Corporation, the following additional
causes were found. 1) The penetration path of harmful substances increases due to the increase of the overall crack
rate due to the increased crack rate of the road pavement in public use (longitudinal and transverse cracks, craze cracks,
aggregate separation, construction joints, etc.), 2) Pothole occurs because the upper layer is dropped due to poor
adhesion between the upper and lower layers of the pavement, 3) Potholes occur due to the deterioration and dropping
of the upper layer resulting from the weakening of bearing capacity due to internal damage of the pavement layer (layer
separation, lower layer damage, etc.), and 4) Pothole occurs because the upper layer is dropped due to poor waterproofing
of an upper and lower layer interface part.
[0027] In the event of a site survey, if a pothole related damage occurs on the road surface, there were many cases
(66%) where related damage occurred internally but if the road surface was good, there were cases (30%) in which
damage occurred inside. This can usually be found in one place, such as re-pavement or cutting overlay.
[0028] In other words, if the road surface is good but there is a wide range of damage inside, in a case where there
is no fundamental repair, increasing damage will likely burden the road management agency in the long run. Currently,
many organizations detect damages by road surface images, but there are technical limitations for these reasons.
Therefore, the inventors devised a method of exploring the surface from the inside using electromagnetic waves.
[0029] The main causes of damage to potholes can be categorized into 1) increased crack rate on the road surface,
2) separation between pavement layers, and 3) internal damage to the pavement layer.
[0030] In relation to electromagnetic waves, the reception signal changes depending on the material properties and
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density of the medium that transmits electromagnetic waves, and whether damage occurs. In other words, a change
occurs in the amplitude and energy loss of the received wave and this can be represented by dielectric constant and
attenuation, which are electromagnetic wave characteristic values.
[0031] The dielectric constant represents the material properties and density of the medium and generally is in the
range of air 1, water 81, asphalt 3 to 5, and concrete 5 to 10. By comparing the electromagnetic wave reception amplitude
on the road with the amplitude on the steel plate in the field, calculation is made by the following equation.

where εr0 is a dielectric constant of the road surface, εrn is a dielectric constant of the n-th pavement interface, Amp0 is
an amplitude at the road surface, Ampn is an amplitude at the nth pavement interface, and AmpP is an amplitude at the
steel plate (complete reflection).
[0032] Attenuation refers to the energy loss of electromagnetic waves propagating through a medium, and is generally
caused by the thickness, electrical conductivity, and scattering of the medium. The attenuation generated in the pavement
layer can be calculated by the difference between the amplitudes of the upper and lower surfaces of the pavement layer.
The unit uses gain (dB).

where δn is the attenuation (dB) of the electromagnetic wave passing through the n-th layer
[0033] The electromagnetic characteristic values of the electromagnetic wave are summarized in relation to the main
damage cause of the pothole as follows. 1) Crack rate is increased -> pavement layer upper surface dielectric constant
dry condition becomes smaller and water content condition becomes larger, 2) Separation between pavement layers -
> pavement layer interface dielectric constant dry condition becomes smaller and water content condition becomes
larger, and 3) Pavement layer internal damage -> pavement layer attenuation drying condition becomes slightly smaller
and water content condition becomes slightly larger.
[0034] In addition, the threshold value (range) of asphalt and concrete, which are main media constituting the road
pavement, may be used by Korea Highway Corporation.

1) Dielectric constant

[0035] Asphalt dielectric constant threshold value (range): 4.5 to 6.5
Concrete dielectric constant threshold value (range): change value according to material age (or period of public use)
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where A and C are constants, Age is a concrete material age (year), and error is a fluctuating range. A may be 1.08, C
may be 11.41, and Age uses bridge information and can be replaced by years of public use.

2) Attenuation

[0036] Asphalt attenuation threshold value : 1.26dB or less per 10mm
Concrete attenuation threshold value : 1.95dB or less per 10mm
With this technical background, a pothole sign prediction method using an electromagnetic wave by the pothole sign
detection system 100 of FIG. 1 will be described with reference to the drawings.

1) Crack rate evaluation

[0037] The electromagnetic wave transmitting unit 110 emits electromagnetic waves, and the electromagnetic wave
receiving unit 120 extracts amplitudes from the road pavement surface and each layer. FIG. 3 is a graph of an example
electromagnetic wave reception from a road pavement.
[0038] The dielectric constant calculation unit 130 obtains the dielectric constant using Equations 1, 2, and 4, and the
reference value correction unit 190 uses the road surface image and the water content rate information to correct the
dielectric constant threshold value. (e.g., compare and adjust the dielectric constant threshold value (range) in comparison
with crack generation part or water content part in road surface image, visual inspection, appearance network, etc.)
[0039] The crack rate diagnosis unit 140 compares the calculated dielectric constant with the corrected threshold
value, and the sign determination unit 180 classifies as the pothole generation region when the calculated dielectric
constant is out of the threshold value (range).

2) Evaluation of adhesion between pavement layers

[0040] The electromagnetic wave transmitting unit 110 emits a received electromagnetic wave, and the electromagnetic
wave receiving unit 120 extracts the amplitude from the road pavement surface and each layer. The dielectric constant
calculation unit 130 obtains the dielectric constant using Equations 2 and 4, and the reference value correction unit 190
corrects the dielectric constant threshold value (range) using the pavement layer attachment information. (e.g., compare
pavement layer separation sections such as beating inspection, core, LFWD, etc. to compare and adjust the dielectric
constant threshold value between the pavement layers.)
[0041] The pavement layer separation state diagnosis unit 150 compares the calculated dielectric constant with the
corrected threshold value, and the sign determination unit 180 classifies as a pothole occurrence or a sign region when
the calculated dielectric constant is out of the threshold value (range).

3) Pavement layer inside evaluation

[0042] The electromagnetic wave transmitting unit 110 emits electromagnetic waves, and the electromagnetic wave
receiving unit 120 extracts amplitudes from the road pavement surface and each layer. The attenuation calculation unit
160 calculates attenuation in each pavement layer using Equation 3, and the reference value correction unit 190 corrects
an attenuation threshold value (range) by using internal information of the pavement layer. (e.g., compare the damage
area inside the pavement layer such as core, design thickness, cutting inspection, etc. to compare and adjust the
threshold value (range) of the pavement layer attenuation.)
[0043] The pavement layer inside state diagnosis unit 170 compares the calculated attenuation with the corrected
threshold value, and the sign determination unit 180 classifies as the pothole occurrence or the sign region when the
calculated attenuation exceeds the threshold value.
[0044] As described above, the reference value correction unit 190 corrects the reference value using various factors.
First, the reference value correction of the dielectric constant by age and relative humidity is described as follows.
[0045] According to a recent study, the Korea Highway Corporation has found that the main factor affecting the dielectric
constant of the pavement layer is the water content ratio (relative humidity when exposed to air) and the material age
also affects greatly in the case of concrete pavement. (Existing dual log relationship, improvement log relationship)
[0046] The influence equation of a water content ratio and an material age for the dielectric constant can be expressed
as Equation 5.
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where εr : a dielectric constant of a pavement layer, Wr: a water content ratio or relative humidity (%), Age: concrete
material age or years of public use(years), A, B, C: constants
Korea Expressway Corporation’s empirical formula for Equation 5 is as follows. The dielectric constant change rate of
the N-th pavement layer according to the water content ratio (or relative humidity) is about 1/8 of the dielectric constant
change rate of the first pavement body exposed to air (Equations 6 and 7, 1 GHz frequency example). In other words,
since the internal pavement layer, compared to the dielectric constant change rate of the first pavement body, which is
exposed to air and whose water content ratio varies with the circulation of the atmosphere, the change rate will appear
small.

where εr,N is a dielectric constant of an internal pavement layer, εr,1st is a dielectric constant of the first pavement layer,
and RH is a relative humidity of the atmosphere (%)
In this case, the influence of a relative humidity can be ignored at a relative humidity of 70% or less.
[0047] In the case of a concrete pavement body, it is more affected by material age than relative humidity, and the
dielectric constant change rate of the N-th pavement layer is less than the dielectric constant of the first pavement body
exposed to air. (Equations 8 and 9, 1 GHz frequency example) The first pavement body is in contact with the dry
atmosphere so that while the excess water used for concrete mixing evaporates and hardens quickly, the internal concrete
pavement layer has a relatively low rate of decrease in dielectric constant due to blocking of outside air.

where Age is the material age of concrete or the period of public use (years)
At this time, it can be ignored for more than 25 years of public use.
[0048] Next, the dielectric constant reference value correction by measuring the design density or the porosity of the
core specimen is as follows. The relation between the dielectric constant and the density of a pavement layer in public
use is as follows. In other words, as the density is larger, the dielectric constant becomes larger.
[0049] Since density correlates with compaction, which is the main factor of potholes, through the density analysis of
the core, possible pothole areas can be found by using the correlation with the dielectric constant.

where ε : a dielectric constant of a pavement body, p: a core density (kg/m3), a and b are constants determined by the
density test of the core. FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating an example of a relationship between a pavement density and a
dielectric constant of a road pavement.
[0050] In this case, the dielectric constant reference value may be set to a specific threshold value, but may be set to
a threshold range of a predetermined range. More specifically, when the state of the pavement layer is good, the
distribution of the dielectric constant has high kurtosis and low dispersion.
[0051] But if damage occurs, the kurtosis is low, the center value is large in water content conditions, and the dispersion
is large. In the dry condition, the central value is small and the dispersion is relatively small compared to the water content
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condition. FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating an example of a relationship between a dielectric constant and a distribution ratio.
[0052] Therefore, the reference value of the dielectric constant can be determined by the formula, but it is desirable
for maintenance agencies to use coefficients of variation to determine critical ranges. The coefficient of variation may
vary depending on the equipment but at 85% confidence, a range of 0.2 to 0.25 can be selectively used depending on
the level of maintenance. The soundness criterion is shown in Equation 11. The dielectric constant of the pavement
layer can be classified as healthy if it is within the upper and lower limits, respectively and otherwise, can be classified
as damaged.

where CV is the coefficient of variation (0.2 to 0.25), εr : a dielectric constant reference value of a pavement, and εr,survey:
a dielectric constant of a pavement layer measured in the field
Other considerations are as follows. One of the pothole factors is road surface damage such as cracking. In other words,
it is possible to determine the dielectric constant reference value by the appearance network or road surface image. The
methods are as follows: 1) dielectric constant measurement, 2) setting a dielectric constant threshold range consistent
with road surface damage, and 3) sound within critical range, and otherwise, damage.
[0053] In addition, the pothole factor in the N-th pavement layer is the lack of adhesion or separation between pavement
layers, and the separated section can be measured by hitting sound. If low pitched sound occurs by hitting the upper
pavement layer (pounding inspection, LFWD11 Light Falling Weight Deflectometer), it can be determined that there is
a lifting part inside.
[0054] Therefore, corrections such as 1) dielectric constant measurement, 2) setting of the dielectric constant threshold
range consistent with the lifting part, and 3) sound within critical range, and otherwise, damage are possible.
[0055] In addition, it was confirmed in actual field survey that different values may appear depending on the frequency
of the electromagnetic wave or by user manipulation such as hardware, software, and filtering of the equipment. Therefore,
it is very important to obtain data that is close to the actual one through various corrections.
[0056] Meanwhile, the reference value correction for the attenuation of the reference value correction unit 190 may
also be performed. The total attenuation generated from the electromagnetic wave passing through the pavement body
can be expressed as in Equation 12.

where δlayer is a total attenuation under a pavement layer, δdepth is an attenuation due to a change of the thickness of a
pavement layer, and δdamage is an attenuation due to the conductivity or damage (aggregate separation, etc.) of a
pavement body
When description is made through an example of correction for porosity, a place where the conductivity of the pavement
body is high is a place where the porosity is large so that rainwater and snow removal chloride are excessively infiltrated.
Therefore, a place where an attenuation of a pavement body occurs greatly is a place where porosity is large, that is,
density is small.
[0057] FIG. 6 is a graph comparing density and attenuation in an actual pavement body in public use. Depth correction
attenuation without the effect of depth has a correlation with the crack rate, so this quality assessment can be performed
through this relationship.

where σ: a depth correction attenuation (dB) at a pavement body lower surface, p: a core density (kg/m3), and a and b
are constants determined by a core density test
At this time, the critical range of depth correction attenuation is generally defined as 6 to 8dB level, and it is common to
determine the reference value through the core and repairing inspection (a task of examining a pavement layer and an
internal damage while removing a pavement layer).
[0058] However, this value becomes smaller as a maintenance level of a manager is higher, and becomes larger as
the frequency of the electromagnetic wave is greater. In addition, it can be larger when inspected with high water content
ratios. Therefore, when setting the threshold value of the attenuation, a task for correction is necessary through inspection
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of core, and the like.
[0059] FIG. 7 is a schematic flowchart of a pothole sign detection method according to an embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 7 shows an example of a pothole evaluation algorithm by electromagnetic waves.
[0060] First, an electromagnetic wave is generated, the generated electromagnetic wave is emitted to a road pavement,
and an electromagnetic wave reflected from an interface of each pavement layer is received (S110). Subsequently, the
dielectric constant of the road pavement is calculated based on the amplitude of the received electromagnetic wave,
and the attenuation of energy is calculated using the amplitude difference of the received electromagnetic wave in each
layer of the road pavement (S120).
[0061] Next, through a comparison between the calculated interface dielectric constant of the N-th and (N-1)-th road
pavement layers and the dielectric constant threshold value (range), the adhesion and state between road pavement
layers are evaluated in order to evaluate the pothole sign of the road pavement, and when it is evaluated as a pothole
sign, it is expressed (S130).
[0062] More specifically, the dielectric constant is out of the threshold value, it is evaluated as the pothole generating
part due to the decrease in adhesion between the pavement layers, and if the threshold value (range) is below the
dielectric constant, it is evaluated as lifting (drying condition) and if not, it is evaluated as a water content condition state.
[0063] Next, through a comparison between the calculated attenuation and the attenuation amplitude threshold value,
the pothole sign of the road pavement is evaluated by evaluating the state in each layer of the road pavement, and when
it is evaluated as a pothole sign, it is expressed (S140).
[0064] More specifically, when it is below a threshold value of attenuation, it is evaluated as a pothole generating part
due to internal damage, and it can be evaluated that internal damage is due to layer separation, aggregate separation,
or harmful substance penetration state.
[0065] The threshold value of the attenuation can be applied considering the error range to 1.26dB per 10mm depth
of asphalt pavement and 1.95dB per 10mm depth of concrete pavement (experience value). At this time, the threshold
value of the attenuation may vary depending on the type of mixture of the road pavement (density, SMA, drainage
pavement, fiber mixed concrete, etc.), the frequency and equipment characteristics of the electromagnetic wave, and
the maintenance level of the management agency.
[0066] Next, through a comparison between the dielectric constant of the estimated road pavement surface and the
dielectric constant threshold value (range), the pothole sign is evaluated by evaluating the state of the road surface, and
when it is evaluated as a pothole sign, the pothole initial signal is expressed (S150).
[0067] More specifically, when the dielectric constant is out of the threshold value (range), the crack hole (or porosity)
excess is evaluated as a pothole possible part. In this case, the crack rate is an index converted into the degree of
tightness of the road surface, that is, the penetration of harmful substances and is increased by damage such as porosity
(compaction failure), cracks, construction joints, aggregate separation, and the like.
[0068] The range below the threshold value of the dielectric constant is evaluated as an excessive void (dry condition),
and the range above it is evaluated as a water content condition state. In the case of a new construction, it is evaluated
as mixture or poor compaction, and in the case of maintenance, it is evaluated as the development of related damage
(increase in crack rate such as cracks, construction joints, potholes, etc.).
[0069] In relation to the threshold value of the dielectric constant, asphalt road pavement can be set at 4.5 to 6.5 and
concrete road pavement can be set at [-A3ln (Age) + C] 6 error (A and C are constants, Age is a concrete age (year),
error is a fluctuating range, and as an experience value, A can be replaced by 1.08, C can be replaced by 11.41, and
Age can be replaced by years of public use) (experience value).
[0070] At this time, the threshold value (range) of the dielectric constant may vary depending on the type of a mixture
of a road pavement (density, SMA, drainage pavement, fiber mixed concrete, etc.), frequency, equipment characteristics,
and maintenance levels.
[0071] Finally, if it is not evaluated as the sign of a pothole in the above process, a good signal is expressed (S160).
[0072] The evaluation criteria for the pothole sign and their meanings are summarized as follows.

[Table 1]

Detection 
target

Road surface crack 
rate

Adhesive between pavement 
layers

Whether there is damage 
in pavement layer

Remarks

Classification 
factor

Road surface 
dielectric constant

Interface dielectric constant 
between pavement layers

pavement layer 
attenuation
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[0073] Each of determination steps 130, 140, and 150 of the pothole sign can be used independently or in combination,
respectively, and when using a combination of two or three steps, the pothole sign can be better evaluated as follows.

1) Road surface and interface dielectric constant are out of threshold value (range), and the pavement layer atten-
uation is below the threshold value: due to poor compaction or crack rate in an overall pavement layer, harmful
substances penetration is possible inside the pavement body and the interface between pavement layers is separated
so that forming a pothole generating condition of the upper layer, and it is highly likely to occur in places where
construction is poor (adhesive surface treatment and compaction failure) during new or re-pavement.
2) The dielectric constant of the road surface is out of threshold value (range), the interface dielectric constant range
between pavement layers is within the threshold range, and pavement layer attenuation threshold value exceeds
the threshold value: adhesion between pavement layers is good, but due to the increase in the crack rate of the
surface of the pavement layer, harmful substances penetrate and damage occurs inside so that forming a pothole
generating condition on the upper part of the pavement layer. In heavy vehicles or heavy traffic, it is highly likely to
occur when snow removal chloride accumulates inside through crack damage on road surface
3) The road surface dielectric constant is within the threshold value (range), the interface dielectric constant between
pavement layers is within the threshold value, and the pavement layer attenuation is below the threshold value: The
state of the road surface seems to be good due to sealing, but poor adhesion between pavement layers and damage
inside pavement layer occur, and thus bearing capacity is weakened, and when the vehicle passes by, the upper
layer is recessed so that the pothole generation condition of the damaged part can be continuously formed. It is
likely to occur in one place where there is a cutting overlay and asphalt is overlaid on aging concrete pavement
4) The road surface and the interface dielectric constant is out of threshold values(range) and the pavement layer
attenuation exceeds threshold values: As the crack rate increases in the road surface, harmful substances penetrate,
the pavement layers are separated, and internal damage occurs. Potholes can occur constantly. It is likely to occur
in old age pavement

[0074] In short, the present invention relates to a method and system for detecting a sign associated with a pothole
and predicting a step of forming the pothole using an electromagnetic wave in a road paving layer. More specifically,
the present invention relates to a method and system for immediately providing information necessary for maintenance
decision of a road pavement by calculating a dielectric constant and attenuation of pavement material, comparing it to
the threshold value, and determine the formation conditions and stages of pothole using the crack rate increase of the
surface of the road to induce potholes in new and public road pavements, separation between pavement layers, and
the damage inside the pavement layer through the received signal (amplitude of each layer) of the electromagnetic wave.
[0075] In the present invention, the electromagnetic wave is used to detect damage signs associated with potholes

(continued)

Calculation 
method

Equation 1 Equation 2 Equation 3

Threshold 
value(range)

Asphalt 4.5∼6.5 
Concrete

Same as left Asphalt attenuation 
1.26dB or less per 10 mm, 
Concrete attenuation 
1.95dB or less per 10 mm

Empirical 
formula

[-A 3 ln (Age) + C] 6 
error

State 
evaluation

Within threshold 
value(range): road 
surface is good, Other 
than threshold value 
(range): crack rate 
increase (New 
compaction defect, 
increased crack rate)

Within threshold value (range): 
Adhesive between pavement 
layers is good, Other than 
threshold value (range): 
pavement layer separation 
(threshold value (range) of less 
lifting or cavity occurrence, 
staying water more than 
threshold value (range))

Within threshold value 
(range): pavement layer 
inside is good, Other than 
threshold value (range): 
pavement layer inside 
layer separation, 
aggregate separation, 
snow removal chloride 
accumulation

Pothole Early stage, attention 
observation

Pothole occurrence possibility 
due to dropping of interface 
between pavement layers

Pothole occurrence 
possibility due to dropping 
of pavement layer or 
weakening bearing 
capacity
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generated in the road pavement and immediately transmit them to the management authority. The present invention
provides a pothole sign detection method and system of a road pavement that includes an electromagnetic wave gen-
eration unit for generating electromagnetic wave, an electromagnetic wave transmitting/receiving unit for emitting elec-
tromagnetic waves generated from the electromagnetic wave generation unit to road pavements and receiving electro-
magnetic waves reflected from the interface of each pavement layer, a dielectric constant calculation unit for analyzing
the electromagnetic wave received from the electromagnetic wave receiving unit and calculating the dielectric constant
of each pavement layer by the amplitude of the received wave reflected from each layer of the road pavement, an
attenuation calculation unit for calculating the attenuation of the electromagnetic wave energy passing through the
pavement layer by the amplitude difference in each layer, and a pothole sign determination unit for detecting a pothole
sign of a road pavement from an estimated dielectric constant and attenuation.
[0076] According to the present invention, non-destructive and simple detection is possible while minimizing errors
for each stage state from the initial stage of the pothole that may occur in the road pavement to the occurrence, and
since the pothole occurrence section of a road pavement can be easily identified and proactive maintenance is possible
so that it contributes to ensuring the stability of passengers and roads.
[0077] According to the present invention, non-destructive and simple detection is possible while minimizing errors
for each stage state from the initial stage of the pothole that may occur in the road pavement to the occurrence, and
since the pothole occurrence section of a road pavement can be easily identified and proactive maintenance is possible
so that it contributes to ensuring the stability of passengers and roads.
[0078] In addition, more accurate detection of pothole sign is possible by reflecting various environmental factors that
can change the dielectric constant of a road pavement measured by electromagnetic wave.
[0079] In addition, more accurate detection of pothole sign is possible by reflecting various environmental factors that
can change the attenuation of electromagnetic wave irradiated on a road pavement.
[0080] Although the present invention is described by some preferred embodiments, the scope of the present invention
should not be limited thereby, and it should have an effect on the modifications and improvements of the above-described
embodiments supported by the claims.

Claims

1. A pothole sign detection system comprising:

an electromagnetic wave transmitting unit configured to emit electromagnetic waves;
an electromagnetic wave receiving unit configured to receive electromagnetic waves reflected from a surface
of a road pavement and a plurality of pavement layer interfaces, respectively;
a dielectric constant calculation unit configured to calculate a dielectric constant of the surface of the road
pavement and the pavement layer interface according to an amplitude of the received electromagnetic wave;
a crack rate diagnosis unit configured to diagnose a crack rate state of the surface of the road pavement by
comparing a dielectric constant of the surface of the road pavement with a preset surface dielectric constant
reference value;
a pavement layer separation state diagnosis unit configured to diagnose a pavement layer separation state of
the pavement layer interface of the road pavement by comparing a dielectric constant of the pavement layer
interface of the road pavement with a preset interface dielectric constant reference value;
an attenuation calculation unit configured to calculate energy attenuation in each of the plurality of pavement
layers according to the amplitude of the received electromagnetic wave;
a pavement layer inside state diagnosis unit configured to diagnose a state inside the plurality of pavement
layers by comparing the attenuation with a preset attenuation reference value; and
a sign determination unit configured to determine a pothole occurrence sign in the road pavement by using the
crack rate state information, the pavement layer separation state information, and the attenuation information.

2. The pothole sign detection system of claim 1, wherein a dielectric constant of the road pavement surface is calculated
by Equation 
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where εr0 is a dielectric constant of the road surface, Amp0 is an amplitude of the electromagnetic wave at the road
surface, and AmpP is an amplitude of the electromagnetic wave at a steel plate.

3. The pothole sign detection system of claim 1 or 2, wherein a dielectric constant of the pavement layer interface is
calculated by Equation 

where εrn is a dielectric constant of the n-th pavement interface of the pavement road, and Ampn is an amplitude of
the electromagnetic wave at the n-th pavement interface of the road pavement.

4. The pothole sign detection system of any of claim 1 to 3, wherein the attenuation is calculated by Equation 

where δn is an attenuation (dB) of the electromagnetic wave passing through the n-th pavement layer of the road
pavement.

5. The pothole sign detection system of any of claim 1 to 4, further comprising a reference value correction unit
configured to correct the surface dielectric constant reference value and the interface dielectric constant reference
value according to an environment in the road pavement.

6. The pothole sign detection system of claim 5, wherein the environment is age and relative humidity,
wherein the dielectric constant reference value is calculated by Equation εr = A · Wr - Bln(Age) + C, where εr is the
dielectric constant reference value, Wr is a water content or relative humidity (%), Age is the material age of concrete
or years of public use, and A, B, C are predetermined constants.

7. The pothole sign detection system of claim 6, wherein when the pavement layer is asphalt, B is set to 0, and A and
C are differently set for the surface of the road pavement and the internal pavement interface,
wherein A is set to be smaller by a predetermined ratio as compared to the surface of the road pavement for the
internal pavement interface of the road pavement.

8. The pothole sign detection system of claim 6, wherein when the pavement layer is concrete, A, B, and C are differently
set for the surface of the road pavement and the internal pavement interface, respectively,
wherein B is set to be smaller than the surface of the road pavement for the internal pavement interface of the road
pavement.

9. The pothole sign detection system of claim 5, wherein the environment is a density of a pavement layer of the road
pavement,
wherein the dielectric constant reference value is calculated by Equation εr=aρ + b, where εr is the dielectric constant
reference value, ρ is the density of a core specimen of the road pavement, and a and b are constants.

10. The pothole sign detection system of claim 5, wherein the reference value correction unit further corrects an atten-
uation reference value according to an environment in the road pavement.

11. The pothole sign detection system of claim 10, wherein the environment is a density of the pavement layer of the
road pavement,
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wherein the attenuation reference value is calculated by Equation σ = aρ - b, where σ is the attenuation reference
value, ρ is the density of a core specimen of the road pavement, and a and b are constants.

12. A pothole sign detection method performed by the pothole sign detection system in any of claims 1 to 11, the method
comprising:

emitting, by an electromagnetic wave transmitting unit, electromagnetic waves;
receiving, by an electromagnetic wave receiving unit, electromagnetic waves reflected from a surface of a road
pavement and a plurality of pavement layer interfaces, respectively;
calculating, by a dielectric constant calculation unit, a dielectric constant of the surface of the road pavement
and the pavement layer interface according to an amplitude of the received electromagnetic wave;
diagnosing, by a crack rate diagnosis unit, a crack rate state of the surface of the road pavement by comparing
a dielectric constant of the surface of the road pavement with a preset surface dielectric constant reference value;
diagnosing, by a pavement layer separation state diagnosis unit, a pavement layer separation state of the
pavement layer interface of the road pavement by comparing a dielectric constant of the pavement layer interface
of the road pavement with a preset interface dielectric constant reference value;
calculating, by an attenuation calculation unit, energy attenuation in each of the plurality of pavement layers
according to the amplitude of the received electromagnetic wave;
diagnosing, by a pavement layer inside state diagnosis unit, a state inside the plurality of pavement layers by
comparing the attenuation with a preset attenuation reference value; and
determining, by a sign determination unit, a pothole occurrence sign in the road pavement by using the crack
rate state information, the pavement layer separation state information, and the attenuation information.

13. A recording medium having recorded thereon a computer readable program for executing the method of claim 12.
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