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(54) JET ENGINE

(57) A jet engine is provided which can efficiently
pressurize fuel. A jet engine 2 includes a pump 110 that
heats fuel, a heating conduit 120 that heats the pressu-
rized fuel, a fuel turbine 130 that provides mechanical
power to the pump, and an electric rotating machine 140.
When a given condition is not satisfied, the electric ro-

tating machine 140 provides mechanical power to the
fuel turbine 130. When the given condition is satisfied,
the fuel that has passed through the heating conduit 120
before combustion flows into the fuel turbine 130 to pro-
vide mechanical power to the fuel turbine 130.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to jet engines.

Background Art

[0002] A jet engine such as a ramjet engine may inject
fuel into a combustor that combusts the fuel with a high
injection pressure. For example, patent literature 1 dis-
closes a method for pressurizing fuel with a turbine pump.
This turbine pump is operated by supplying pressurized
air compressed by a turbine engine into the turbine pump.
This document also describes that electric power may
be extracted from the turbine pump by incorporating a
generator in the turbine pump. This document further de-
scribes that the pressurized air from the turbine engine
can be reduced by incorporating an electric powered mo-
tor in the turbine pump.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] [Patent Literature 1] JP 2016-510376 A

Summary of the Invention

[0004] This invention is made under the above-de-
scribed circumstances, and one of objectives is to pro-
vide a jet engine that can efficiently pressurize fuel. Other
objectives would be understandable from the following
recitations and descriptions of embodiments.
[0005] A jet engine for achieving the above-described
objective in accordance with one embodiment includes
a pump that pressurizes fuel, a heating conduit that heats
the pressurized fuel, a fuel turbine that provide mechan-
ical power to the pump, and an electric rotating machine.
When a given condition is not satisfied, the electric ro-
tating machine provides mechanical power to the fuel
turbine. When the given condition is satisfied, the fuel
that has passed through the heating conduit before com-
bustion flows into the fuel turbine to provide mechanical
power to the fuel turbine.
[0006] The present invention allows efficiently pressu-
rize fuel of a jet engine.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0007]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a body including a
jet engine, according to one embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a cross
section of the jet engine, according to one embodi-
ment.
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a supply system of

the jet engine, according to one embodiment.
FIG. 4 is a flowchart related to processes of the sup-
ply system of the jet engine, according to one em-
bodiment.

Description of Embodiments

[0008] A jet engine 2 according to one embodiment is
installed, for example, on an aircraft 1 as illustrated in
FIG. 1. The jet engine 2 may be installed on a flying body,
including a missile and the like. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the jet engine 2 includes, for example, a body 10, a cowl
20, and a supply system 30. Gas-flowable space 15 is
disposed between the body 10 and the cowl 20. The body
10 and the cowl 20 forms an inlet 50 that introduces air
into the space 15 as the aircraft 1 moves forward. Fuel
is injected into a center portion of the space 15 from the
supply system 30, where a combustor 60 is formed in
which fuel is mixed with air and combusted. Combustion
gas is ejected from a nozzle 70 formed by the body 10
and the cowl 20. The jet engine 2 acquires thrust force
by taking air in from the inlet 50 and ejecting the com-
bustion gas from the nozzle 70. The jet engine 2 includes,
for example, a ramjet engine.
[0009] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the supply system 30
includes a fuel tank 100, a pump 110, a heating conduit
120, a fuel turbine 130, an electric rotating machine 140,
a power supply 150, and injection ports 160. Fuel is
stored in the fuel tank 100.
[0010] The electric rotating machine 140 provide me-
chanical power to the pump 110 at startup of the jet en-
gine 2. The electric rotating machine 140 is coupled to a
pump shaft 115 of the pump 110 via a fuel turbine shaft
135 of the fuel turbine 130. The electric rotating machine
140 is supplied with electric power from the power supply
150 to provide mechanical power to the fuel turbine 130
by rotating the fuel turbine shaft 135. The rotation of the
fuel turbine shaft 135 causes the pump shaft 115 to ro-
tate. The rotation of the pump shaft 115 allows the pump
110 to pressurize fuel supplied from the fuel tank 100.
The pressurized fuel passes through the heating conduit
120 and is injected into the combustor 60 from the injec-
tion ports 160.
[0011] When the combustor 60 reaches high temper-
ature, the fuel turbine 130 provides mechanical power to
the pump 110. The heating conduit 120 heats and va-
porizes fuel flowing through the heating conduit 120 as
the heat generated in the combustor 60 is transported to
the heating conduit 120. The vaporized fuel flows into
the fuel turbine 130 to provide mechanical power to the
fuel turbine 130 before being combusted in the combus-
tor 60, rotating the fuel turbine shaft 135 of the fuel turbine
130. With the fuel turbine shaft 135 coupled to the pump
shaft 115, the rotational force generated by the fuel tur-
bine 130 rotates the pump shaft 115 of the pump 110.
The rotation of the pump shaft 115 causes the pump 110
to pressurize the fuel. The fuel ejected from the fuel tur-
bine 130 is injected into the combustor 60 from the injec-
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tion port 160.
[0012] As thus described, the pump 110 acquires me-
chanical power from the electric rotating machine 140
when the temperature of the heating conduit 120 is low
and acquires mechanical power from the fuel turbine 130
when the temperature of the heating conduit 120 is high.
Through this operation, the pump 110 can apply sufficient
pressure to the fuel when the temperature of the heating
conduit 120 is low.
[0013] Additionally, when the temperature of the heat-
ing conduit 120 is high, the electric rotating machine 140
generates electric power as the fuel turbine 130 rotates
the rotor of the electric rotating machine 140. The electric
power generated by the electric rotating machine 140 is
supplied to electronic equipment 40 installed on the air-
craft 1.
[0014] As thus described, power consumption of the
power supply 150 can be reduced as the electric rotating
machine 140 supplies electric power. The power supply
150 may include a thermal battery, a molten salt battery,
or the like. The power supply 150 may be disposed ad-
jacent to the combustor 60 or the heating conduit 120.
Heat generated in the combustor 60 is transported to the
power supply 150. This may lengthen the operating time
duration of the power supply 150 as the power supply
150 is kept warm.
[0015] A description is then given of the flow of fuel in
the supply system 30. The supply system 30 includes: a
first conduit 170 that connects the fuel tank 100 and the
pump 110; a second conduit 180 that connects the pump
110 and the heating conduit 120; a third conduit 190 that
connects the heating conduit 120, an injection port 160,
and the fuel turbine 130; and a fourth conduit 200 that
connects the fuel turbine 130 and an injection port 160.
The number of the injection ports 160 may be plural.
[0016] The first conduit 170 introduces the fuel stored
in the fuel tank 100 to the pump 110 at startup of the jet
engine 2. A shutoff valve 172 is disposed on the first
conduit 170. Fuel flows into the pump 110 as the shutoff
valve 172 is opened at startup of the jet engine 2. The
fuel that enters the pump 110 is pressurized and ejected
to the second conduit 180. The pump 110 includes a
centrifugal pump, such as a turbine pump.
[0017] The second conduit 180 introduces the fuel
pressurized by the pump 110 into the heating conduit
120. The fuel introduced into the heating conduit 120 is
heated in the heating conduit 120 and flows into the third
conduit 190. The heating conduit 120 is disposed, for
example, adjacent to the combustor 60. Alternatively, the
heating conduit 120 may be disposed adjacent to the
nozzle 70.
[0018] The third conduit 190 introduces the fuel to an
injection port 160 or the fuel turbine 130 depending on
the temperature of the heating conduit 120. The third
conduit 190 has a branching point 192 at which the third
conduit 190 is branched into a conduit that introduces
the fuel from the heating conduit 120 to the injection port
160 and a conduit that introduces the fuel from the heat-

ing conduit 120 to the fuel turbine 130. A first on-off valve
194 is disposed between the branching point 192 and
the fuel turbine 130, and a second on-off valve 196 is
disposed between the branching point 192 and the injec-
tion port 160. When the temperature of the heating con-
duit 120 is low, the first on-off valve 194 is closed and
the second on-off valve 196 is opened. This results in
that the fuel that has passed through the heating conduit
120 flows to the injection port 160 without passing
through the fuel turbine 130 and is injected into the com-
bustor 60 from the injection port 160 to be combusted.
When the temperature of the heating conduit 120 is high,
the first on-off valve 194 is opened and the second on-
off valve 196 is closed. This results in that the fuel that
has passed through the heating conduit 120 flows into
the fuel turbine 130.
[0019] The fuel introduced into the fuel turbine 130 ro-
tates the fuel turbine shaft 135 and is then ejected to the
fourth conduit 200.
[0020] The fourth conduit 200 introduces the fuel eject-
ed from the fuel turbine 130 to the injection port 160. The
fuel introduced to the injection port 160 is injected from
the injection port 160 to be combusted.
[0021] To control the flow of the fuel, the supply system
30 includes, for example, a control device 210, a tem-
perature sensor 220, and a tachometer 230.
[0022] The temperature sensor 220 measures the tem-
perature of the heating conduit 120 and send tempera-
ture information indicative of the measured temperature
to the control device 210.
[0023] The tachometer 230 measures the rotational
speed of the pump shaft 115 and send rotation informa-
tion indicative of the measured rotational speed to the
control device 210. The tachometer 230 may estimate
the rotational speed of the pump shaft 115 by measuring
the rotational speed of the fuel turbine shaft 135.
[0024] The control device 210 controls the shutoff
valve 172, the first on-off valve 194, and the second on-
off valve 196. The control device 210 controls the first
on-off valve 194 and the second on-off valve 196 based
on the temperature measured by the temperature sensor
220.
[0025] The control device 210 further controls the elec-
tric rotating machine 140. At startup of the jet engine 2,
the control device 210 operates the electric rotating ma-
chine 140 as a motor to allow the pump 110 to pressurize
the fuel by supplying electric power to the electric rotating
machine 140. Further, when the temperature of the heat-
ing conduit 120 is high, the control device 210 operates
the electric rotating machine 140 as a generator to gen-
erate electric power from mechanical power of the fuel
turbine 130.
[0026] The control device 210 may additionally control
the rotational speed of the electric rotating machine 140
in response to the rotational speed measured by the ta-
chometer 230. The pressure applied to the fuel by the
pump 110 is determined by the rotational speed of the
pump shaft 115. Accordingly, the control device 210 con-
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trols the electric rotating machine 140 to decrease the
rotational speed of the electric rotating machine 140
when the rotational speed of the pump shaft 115 is high.
Correspondingly, the control device 210 controls the
electric rotating machine 140 to increase the rotational
speed of the electric rotating machine 140 when the ro-
tational speed of the pump shaft 115 is low. This allows
controlling the pressure of the fuel ejected from the pump
110.
[0027] The jet engine 2 operates as illustrated in FIG.
4. Before startup of the jet engine 2, the shutoff valve 172
and the first on-off valve 194 are closed and the second
on-off valve 196 is opened.
[0028] At startup of the jet engine 2, the electric rotating
machine 140 is operated as a motor and the shutoff valve
172 is opened (step S100). The control device 210 opens
the shutoff valve 172 to provide the fuel in the fuel tank
100 to the pump 110. The control device 210 further sup-
plies electric power to the electric rotating machine 140
to allow the pump 110 to pressurize the fuel. The second
on-off valve 196 may be opened at the startup of the jet
engine 2.
[0029] At step S110, the control device 210 deter-
mines, based on the temperature of the heating conduit
120 measured by the temperature sensor 220, whether
the fuel heated by the heating conduit 120 is vaporized.
For example, the control device 210 determines that the
fuel flowing through the heating conduit 120 is vaporized
when the temperature of the heating conduit 120 is higher
than a given temperature. The control device 210 waits
until the fuel flowing through the heating conduit 120 is
determined as being vaporized. The procedure goes to
step S120 when the control device 210 determines that
the fuel flowing through the heating conduit 120 is vapor-
ized.
[0030] At step S120, the control device 210 changes
the route along which the fuel flows by controlling the first
on-off valve 194 and the second on-off valve 196. The
control device 210 opens the first on-off valve 194 when
determining that the fuel heated by the heating conduit
120 is vaporized. The control device 210 then closes the
second on-off valve 196. This causes the fuel heated by
the heating conduit 120 to flow into the fuel turbine 130,
rotating the fuel turbine shaft 135. The rotation of the fuel
turbine shaft 135 causes rotation of the pump shaft 115
of the pump 110. As a result, the pump 110 pressurizes
the fuel.
[0031] At step S130, the control device 210 determines
whether the rotational speed of the pump shaft 115 meas-
ured by the tachometer 230 is lower than a first threshold
value. When the rotational speed of the pump shaft 115
is lower than the first threshold value, this implies that
the pressure of the fuel ejected from the pump 110 is low.
Accordingly, the control device 210 controls the electric
rotating machine 140 to increase the rotational speed of
the electric rotating machine 140 when the control device
210 determines that the rotational speed of the pump
shaft 115 is lower than the first threshold value (step

S140) . The control device 210 goes back to the process
of step S130 after completing the process of step S140.
When the rotational speed of the pump shaft 115 is higher
than or equal to the first threshold value, the procedure
goes to step S150. The first threshold value may be de-
termined based on the lower limit of the fuel pressure
allowed for the jet engine 2. The first threshold value may
be determined in response to the velocity of the aircraft
1. In this case, the supply system 30 acquires the velocity
of the aircraft 1 from a speedometer disposed on the
aircraft 1. Alternatively, the supply system 30 may include
a speedometer.
[0032] At step S150, the control device 210 determines
whether the rotational speed of the pump shaft 115 meas-
ured by the tachometer 230 is higher than a second
threshold value. When the rotational speed of the pump
shaft 115 is higher than the second threshold value, this
implies that the pressure of the fuel ejected from the pump
110 is high. Accordingly, the control device 210 controls
the electric rotating machine 140 to decrease the rota-
tional speed of the electric rotating machine 140 when
the control device 210 determines that the rotational
speed of the pump shaft 115 is higher than the second
threshold value (step S160). The control device 210 goes
back to the process of step S130 after completing the
process of step S160. When the rotational speed of the
pump shaft 115 is lower than or equal to the second
threshold value, the procedure goes to step S170. The
second threshold value may be determined based on the
upper limit of the fuel pressure allowed for the jet engine
2. The second threshold value may be determined in re-
sponse to the velocity of the aircraft 1. For example, the
second threshold value may be larger than the first
threshold value.
[0033] At step S170, the control device 210 operates
the electric rotating machine 140 as a generator and sup-
plies electric power generated by the electric rotating ma-
chine 140 to the electronic equipment 40. For example,
the control device 210 receives the electric power gen-
erated by the electric rotating machine 140 and supplies
the received electric power to the electronic equipment
40. The electric power generated by the electric rotating
machine 140 may be directly supplied to the electronic
equipment 40. At steps S140 and S160, the control de-
vice 210 may supply electric power supplied from the
power supply 150 to the electronic equipment 40.
[0034] The control device 210 can adjust the fuel pres-
sure by repeating steps S130 to S170.
[0035] The method for determining whether the fuel
heated by the heating conduit 120 is vaporized may be
arbitrarily selected at step 110. For example, the deter-
mination of whether the fuel is vaporized may be based
on the temperature of the fuel flowing through the heating
conduit 120 or the third conduit 190. In this case, the
temperature sensor 220 measures the temperature of
the fuel flowing through the heating conduit 120 or the
third conduit 190. The control device 210 determines that
the fuel is vaporized when the temperature of the fuel
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measured by the temperature sensor 220 is higher than
a given value. The control device 210 may determine
whether the fuel is vaporized based on the duration of
time that has elapsed after the startup of the jet engine
2. In this case, the control device 210 determines that
the fuel is vaporized when a given duration of time has
elapsed after the startup of the jet engine 2. The control
device 210 may determine whether the fuel heated by
the heating conduit 120 is vaporized based on a combi-
nation of two or more of the temperature of the heating
conduit 120, the temperature of the fuel flowing through
the heating conduit 120, the temperature of the fuel flow-
ing through the third conduit 190, and the duration of time
that has elapsed after the startup of the jet engine 2.
[0036] The method for changing the route along which
the fuel flows may be arbitrarily selected at step S120.
For example, the control device 210 may open the first
on-off valve 194 after closing the second on-off valve
196. The control device 210 may close the second on-
off valve 196 and open the first on-off valve 194 at the
same time. A three-way valve may be disposed at the
branching point 192. The fuel that has passed through
the heating conduit 120 is introduced to the injection port
160 or the fuel turbine 130 by controlling this three-way
valve by the control device 210. In this case, the control
device 210 controls the three-way valve such that the
fuel that has passed through the heating conduit 120
flows to the injection port 160 when the temperature of
the heating conduit 120 is low. The control device 210
controls the three-way valve such that the fuel that has
passed through the heating conduit 120 flows to the fuel
turbine 130 when the temperature of the heating conduit
120 is high.
[0037] The method for injecting the fuel from the injec-
tion port 160 when the temperature of the heating conduit
120 is low may be arbitrarily selected. For example, the
fuel may be introduced from the second conduit 180 to
the injection port 160 without passing through the heating
conduit 120 when the temperature of the heating conduit
120 is low. In this case, the second conduit 180 has a
branching point at which the second conduit 180 is
branched into a conduit that introduces the fuel from the
pump 110 to the heating conduit 120 and a conduit that
introduces the fuel from the pump 110 to the injection
port 160. A third on-off valve is disposed between this
branching point and the heating conduit 120, and a fourth
on-off valve is disposed between this branching point and
the injection port 160. The control device 210 controls
the third on-off valve and the fourth on-off valve in a sim-
ilar manner as the first on-off valve 194 and the second
on-off valve 196. The fuel may be unconditionally provid-
ed to the injection port 160 via the fuel turbine 130 without
disposing the branching point 192 on the third conduit
190.
[0038] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed above with reference to embodiments and ex-
amples, the present invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiments and examples. The configura-

tions and details of the present invention can be arbitrarily
changed or modified by persons skilled in the art in var-
ious ways within the scope of the technical ideas of the
present invention set forth in the claims. For example,
the processes described in the above are mere one ex-
ample, and the order and contents of the processes of
the respective steps may be changed as long as the func-
tionalities are not disturbed. The described configura-
tions may be arbitrarily modified as long as the function-
alities are not disturbed. For example, the pump shaft
115 of the pump 110 may be coupled to the fuel turbine
shaft 135 of the fuel turbine 130 in an arbitrary way as
long as mechanical power is transmitted to the fuel tur-
bine shaft 135. The fuel turbine shaft 135 of the fuel tur-
bine 130 may be coupled to the electric rotating machine
140 in an arbitrary way as long as mechanical power is
transmitted to the electric rotating machine 140. The con-
trol device 210 may not control the electric rotating ma-
chine 140 in response to the rotational speed of the pump
shaft 115. In this case, steps S130 to S160 in FIG. 4 may
be omitted.
[0039] This application claims priority on Japanese
patent application No. 2019-026290, filed on February
18, 2019, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

Claims

1. A jet engine, comprising:

a pump that pressurizes fuel;
a heating conduit that heats the pressurized fuel;
a fuel turbine that provides mechanical power
to the pump; and
an electric rotating machine,
wherein the electric rotating machine provides
mechanical power to the fuel turbine when a giv-
en condition is not satisfied, and
wherein the fuel that has passed through the
heating conduit before combustion flows into the
fuel turbine to provide mechanical power to the
fuel turbine when the given condition is satisfied.

2. The jet engine according to claim 1, wherein the giv-
en condition includes an event in which the fuel that
has passed through the heating conduit is vaporized.

3. The jet engine according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
given condition comprises an event in which a tem-
perature of the heating conduit is higher than a first
threshold value.

4. The jet engine according to any one of claims 1 to
3, wherein the given condition comprises an event
in which a temperature of the fuel that has passed
through the heating conduit is higher than a second
threshold value.
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5. The jet engine according to any one of claims 1 to
4, wherein the given condition comprises an event
in which a given duration of time has elapsed after
startup of the jet engine.

6. The jet engine according to any one of claims 1 to
5, wherein the electric rotating machine receives ro-
tational force of the fuel turbine to generate electric
power when the given condition is satisfied.

7. The jet engine according to any one of claims 1 to
6, further comprising:

a tachometer that measures a rotational speed
of the fuel turbine; and
a control device that controls a rotational speed
of the electric rotating machine in response to
the rotational speed.

8. The jet engine according to claim 7, wherein the con-
trol device provides mechanical power to decrease
the rotational speed of the fuel turbine when the ro-
tational speed is higher than a third threshold value,
and
wherein the control device provides mechanical
power to increase the rotational speed of the fuel
turbine when the rotational speed is lower than a
fourth threshold value.

9. The jet engine according to any one of claims 1 to
8, wherein the fuel is combusted without passing
through the fuel turbine when the given condition is
not satisfied.

10. The jet engine according to any one of claims 1 to
9, comprising a combustor that combusts the fuel,
wherein the heating conduit is disposed adjacent to
the combustor.

11. The jet engine according to claim 10, further com-
prising a power supply that supplies electric power
to the electric rotating machine,
wherein the power supply is kept warm by heat gen-
erated by the combustor.

12. The jet engine according to claim 11, wherein the
power supply is disposed adjacent to the heating
conduit.
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