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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a connector ac-
cording to the preamble of claim 1. Such a connecter is
known from FR 2 741 201 A.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, there has been known a con-
nector assembly part of which is mounted on a substrate
in such a manner that it protrudes from a mounting sur-
face of the substrate, for supplying power to a light emit-
ting diode (LED) mounted on the substrate (see PTL 1
mentioned hereinbelow).
[0003] This connector assembly includes a housing,
contacts, and tabs.
[0004] The housing has two openings, two upper slots,
two lower slots, and two protrusions.
[0005] The two openings are formed at a rear end of
the housing (at an end on an opposite side of the housing
to a side where a mating connector is received).
[0006] Two upper slots are formed at the rear end of
the housing, such that they open in a side surface (front
surface) and the rear end of the housing and communi-
cate with respective ends of the above-mentioned open-
ings.
[0007] The two lower slots are formed in the side sur-
face (front surface) of the housing, such that they extend
from a front end of the housing to the vicinity of the upper
slots along the vertical direction of the housing. The upper
end of each lower slot is formed as a shelf portion.
[0008] The protrusions are formed at the opposite side
surfaces of the housing. Slots are formed in the respec-
tive protrusions. The slots extend in the vertical direction
of the housing, and open in respective lower ends of the
protrusions.
[0009] Each contact includes an insertion portion, a flat
portion, a slope portion, and a mounting portion.
[0010] The insertion portion is a portion brought into
contact with a mating connector, and extends in the ver-
tical direction of the housing.
[0011] The flat portion is continuous with the insertion
portion, and extends in the front-rear direction of the
housing.
[0012] The slope portion is continuous with the flat por-
tion, and extends along a direction slightly inclined with
respect to the vertical direction of the housing, and a low-
er end of the slope portion is more distant from the hous-
ing than an upper end of the slope portion is. A surface
of the slope portion toward the insertion portion is formed
with a convex holding barb.
[0013] The mounting portion is continuous with the
slope portion, and extends away from the housing in the
front-rear direction of the housing.
[0014] Each tab includes an insertion portion, a mount-
ing portion, and a bent portion.

[0015] Convex holding barbs are formed on respective
front and rear surfaces of the insertion portion.
[0016] The mounting portion is substantially at right an-
gles to the insertion portion, and includes a mounting
surface opposing to a substrate. The bent portion links
between the insertion portion and the mounting portion.
[0017] To fix each contact to the housing, it is only re-
quired to insert the insertion portion of the contact to the
opening of the housing from above the housing, insert
the flat portion of the contact to the upper slot of the hous-
ing, and hook the holding barb of the slope portion of the
contact on the shelf portion of the associated lower slot.
[0018] To fix each tab to the housing, it is only required
to insert the insertion portion of the tab to the slot of the
associated protrusion from under the protrusion.
[0019] To mount the connector assembly on the sub-
strate, first, the housing is inserted into an opening of the
substrate, the mounting portion of each contact is dis-
posed on a contact pad, and the mounting portion of each
tab is disposed on a mounting pad of the substrate.
[0020] Thereafter, the mounting portion of the contact
is soldered to the contact pad, and the mounting portion
of the tab is soldered to the mounting pad of the substrate,
respectively.
[0021] By the above process flow, the connector as-
sembly is mounted on the substrate.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0022] [PTL 1] Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
(Kokai) No. 2010-3688 (Paragraphs 0012 to 0017, FIGS.
3 and 5)
[0023] The connector known from FR 2 741 201 A com-
prises a connector mounted on a substrate, for being
fitted to a mating connector, the connector including a
contact, and a housing which holds the contact. The con-
tact includes a holding portion which is held by the hous-
ing, a connection portion which is continuous with the
holding portion and is connected to the mounting surface
of the substrate, and a contact portion which is continu-
ous with the holding portion and is brought into contact
with a mating contact of the mating connector. The hous-
ing includes a housing main body which is inserted in a
housing main body-receiving portion formed in the sub-
strate, and receives the contact of the mating connector.
The connection portion protrudes from the housing main
body in a direction orthogonal to a longitudinal direction
of the housing main body.
[0024] US 6 004 140 A discloses a female connector
to be coupled with a male connector of an electric device
and an external circuit board. The female connector is
composed of a case member to be inserted into a cou-
pling hole of the circuit board, a pedestal portion extend-
ing outward from the case member in a direction perpen-
dicular thereto, a plurality of terminal members disposed
in the case member, and at least a pair of projection mem-
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bers extending from opposite sides of the pedestal por-
tion toward the coupling hole of the circuit board. The
case members have a plurality of parallel slits, and the
pedestal member has a plurality of parallel grooves con-
nected to the slits. The terminal member has a base por-
tion inserted in one of the grooves, a first terminal portion
inserted to one of the slits and a second terminal portion
extending from the base portion toward the external cir-
cuit board. The first and second terminal portions are
disposed in contact with terminal plates of the electric
device and the circuit board under pressure respectively
when the female connector is coupled with the male con-
nector.

Summary of the Invention

Technical Problem

[0025] In the above-described connector assembly, a
construction is adopted in which the flat portions of the
contacts are inserted into the upper slots of the housing
along the vertical direction of the housing, the holding
barbs of the slope portions of the contacts are hooked
on the shelf portions of the lower slots of the housing,
and the inserting portions of the tabs are inserted into
the slots of the protrusions of the housing along the ver-
tical direction of the hosing. This causes a portion of the
connector assembly to protrude high from the mounting
surface of the substrate. Therefore, if an LED is disposed
adjacent to the connector assembly, light from the LED
is blocked by the connector assembly.
[0026] Further, in the above-described connector as-
sembly, the slope portions and mounting portions of the
contacts are disposed outside the housing, and the flat
portions of the contacts are exposed through the upper
slots. Therefore, when a lighting device having an LED
arranged adjacent to the connector assembly is lit, ex-
posed portions (the slope portions, the mounting por-
tions, etc.) of the contacts appear darker than the other
portions, and there is a fear that unevenness in bright-
ness is caused.
[0027] Further, since the mounting portions of the con-
tacts and the mounting portions of the tabs protrude from
the side surface of the housing, there is a fear that the
connector assembly becomes larger in size, and the pro-
portion of the mounting area of the connector assembly
to the substrate becomes larger.
[0028] The present invention has been made in view
of these circumstances, and an objective thereof is to
provide a connector which is capable of reducing the
amount of protrusion from the mounting surface of a sub-
strate, and reducing the amount of exposure of contacts,
and reducing a mounting area.

Solution of Problem

[0029] As the solution of the above problem, the
present invention provides a connector having the fea-

tures of claim 1.
[0030] As described above, since the holding portion-
receiving portion is formed in the top plate portion re-
ceives the holding portion of the contact, from the insert-
ing direction orthogonal to the direction along which the
housing main body is continuous with the top plate por-
tion, the height dimension of the top plate portion can be
reduced, and the amount of protrusion of the connector
from the mounting surface of the substrate can be re-
duced.
[0031] Further, since the holding portion-receiving por-
tion which receives the holding portion of the contact,
from the inserting direction orthogonal to the direction
along which the housing main body is continuous with
the top plate portion, is formed in the top plate portion,
the top plate portion can cover most part of the contact,
and the amount of exposure of the contact can be re-
duced.
[0032] Further, since the connection portion of the con-
tact protrudes from the top plate portion in the direction
orthogonal to the direction along which the housing main
body is continuous with the top plate portion, and the
front end of the connection portion is bent toward the
housing, the connection portion of the contact does not
greatly protrude in the direction orthogonal to the thick-
ness direction of the top plate portion.
[0033] Preferably, the holding portion is flat plate-
shaped and the thickness direction of the holding portion
is the same as the housing direction, and the holding
portion includes a first protrusion which bites into an inner
wall surface of the holding portion-receiving portion and
a second protrusion which urges an inner wall surface of
the holding portion-receiving portion.
[0034] Preferably, the contact almost in its entirety is
covered by the top plate portion when the top plate portion
is viewed from above.
[0035] Preferably, the connection portion is substan-
tially U-shaped.
[0036] Preferably, the contact includes the connection
portion in plurality.
[0037] The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present invention will become more ap-
parent from the following detailed description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. Advanta-
geous Effects of Invention
[0038] According to the invention, it is possible to pro-
vide a connector which is capable of reducing the amount
of protrusion from the mounting surface of a substrate,
and reducing the amount of exposure of contacts, and
reducing a mounting area.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0039]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a connector
according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of use.
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[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the connector
shown in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a side view of the connector shown
in FIG. 2.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a contact of
the connector shown in FIG. 2, taken obliquely from
above.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the contact
shown in FIG. 4, taken obliquely from below.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a front view of the contact shown
in FIG. 4.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a plan view of the contact shown
in FIG. 6.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a bottom view of the contact shown
in FIG. 6.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a right side view of the contact
shown in FIG. 6.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is a left side view of the contact
shown in FIG. 6.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a housing
of the connector shown in FIG. 2, taken obliquely
from below.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is a perspective view of the housing
of the connector shown in FIG. 11, taken obliquely
from above.
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 is a front view of the housing shown
in FIG. 11.
[FIG. 14] FIG. 14 is a plan view of the housing shown
in FIG. 13.
[FIG. 15] FIG. 15 is a bottom view of the housing
shown in FIG. 13.
[FIG. 16] FIG. 16 is a right side view of the housing
shown in FIG. 13.
[FIG. 17] FIG. 17 is a perspective view of the con-
nector in a state before being mounted on an LED-
mounted substrate.
[FIG. 18] FIG. 18 is a perspective view of the con-
nector, which is mounted on the LED-mounted sub-
strate, in a state before being connected to a cable
connector.
[FIG. 19] FIG. 19 is a perspective view of the con-
nector shown in FIG. 18, taken obliquely from below.
[FIG. 20] FIG. 20 is a perspective view of the con-
nector, which is mounted on the LED-mounted sub-
strate, in a state connected to the cable connector.
[FIG. 21] FIG. 21 is a perspective view of the con-
nector shown in FIG. 20, taken obliquely from below.
[FIG. 22] FIG. 22 is a front view of a variation of the
connector according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
[FIG. 23] FIG. 23 is an plan view of the connector
shown in FIG. 22.
[FIG. 24] FIG. 24 is a right side view of the connector
shown in FIG. 22.
[FIG. 25] FIG. 25 is a perspective view of a connector
according to a second embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 26] FIG. 26 is a side view of the connector

shown in FIG. 25.
[FIG. 27] FIG. 27 is a perspective view of a contact
of the connector shown in FIG. 25, taken obliquely
from above.
[FIG. 28] FIG. 28 is a perspective view of a housing
of the connector shown in FIG. 25, taken obliquely
from below.
[FIG. 29] FIG. 29 is a perspective view of the housing
shown in FIG. 28, taken obliquely from above.
[FIG. 30] FIG. 30 is a bottom view of the housing
shown in FIG.28.
[FIG. 31] FIG. 31 is a perspective view of the con-
nector in a state before being mounted on an LED-
mounted substrate.
[FIG. 32] FIG. 32 is a perspective view of the con-
nector, which is mounted on the LED-mounted sub-
strate, in a state before being connected to a cable
connector.
[FIG. 33] FIG. 33 is a side view of the connector,
which is mounted on the LED-mounted substrate, in
the state before being connected to the cable con-
nector.
[FIG. 34] FIG. 34 is a perspective view of the con-
nector, which is mounted on the LED-mounted sub-
strate, in a state connected to the cable connector.
[FIG. 35] FIG. 35 is a side view of the connector,
which is mounted on the LED-mounted substrate, in
the state connected to the cable connector.
[FIG. 36] FIG. 36 is a perspective view of a connector
according to a third embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[FIG. 37] FIG. 37 is a side view of the connector
shown in FIG. 36.
[FIG. 38] FIG. 38 is a perspective view of a housing
of the connector shown in FIG. 37, taken obliquely
from below.
[FIG. 39] FIG. 39 is a perspective view of the housing
of the connector shown in FIG. 37, taken obliquely
from above.
[FIG. 40] FIG. 40 is a side view of the connector,
which is mounted on an LED-mounted substrate, in
a state before being connected to a cable connector.

Description of Embodiments

[0040] First, a description will be given of a connector
according to a first embodiment of the invention with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1 to 21.
[0041] As shown in FIG. 1, a connector 10 is mounted
on an LED-mounted substrate (substrate) 81 on which a
plurality of LEDs 83 are mounted, and connects a cable
72 of a cable connector (mating connector) 70 to the LED-
mounted substrate 81 to thereby make it possible to sup-
ply power to the plurality of LEDs 83 from a power source,
not shown. According to this embodiment, the LEDs 83
are light sources of backlight (not shown).
[0042] As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the connector 10
comprises two contacts 30 and one housing 50.
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[0043] As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, each contact 30
includes one holding portion 31, two connection portions
32, 33, and one contact portion 34. The contact 30 is
formed by blanking and bending one metal plate.
[0044] The holding portion 31 is flat plate-shaped and
includes a front end portion 31a, a middle portion 31b,
and a rear end portion 31c (see FIGS. 7 and 8). The front
end portion 31a is continuous with the middle portion 31b
and the middle portion 31b is continuous with the rear
end portion 31c, along an inserting direction DI, referred
to hereinafter (see FIG. 9). In the present embodiment,
the thickness direction of the holding portion 31 is the
same as both of a connector fitting direction DC1 and the
thickness direction of the LED-mounted substrate 81.
One side surface 31h of the front end portion 31a is
formed with two protrusions (first protrusion) 31e. The
middle portion 31b is continuous with the front end portion
31a. The reverse side of the middle portion 31b is formed
with a dowel (second protrusion) 31d (see FIGS. 5, 6,
and 8). The center of the dowel 31d is located as shown
in FIG. 8, closer to the connection portion 32 than a side
surface 31i side opposite to the side surface 31h on which
protrusions portion 31e of the front end portion 31a are
formed, in the longitudinal direction DL of the contact 30.
The rear end portion 31c is continuous with the middle
portion 31b.
[0045] As shown in FIGS. 2, 6 and 7, the connection
portion 32 is continuous with the middle portion 31b of
the holding portion 31. The connection portion 32 is bent
into a substantially U-shape such that a front end thereof
extends toward a top plate portion 52. The connection
portion 33 is continuous with the rear end portion 31c of
the holding portion 31. The connection portion 33 bends
into a substantially U-shape such that a front end thereof
extends toward the top plate portion 52.
[0046] As shown in FIGS. 7, 9 and 10, the contact por-
tion 34 is continuous with the middle portion 31b of the
holding portion 31, and extends in the connector fitting
direction DC1. The contact portion 34 includes a pin-
shaped portion 34a and a wide portion 34b. The pin-
shaped portion 34a is brought into contact with a contact
(not shown) of the cable connector 70. The pin-shaped
portion 34b is continuous with the wide portion 34b. The
wide portion 34b is continuous with the middle portion
31b.
[0047] As shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, the housing 50
includes a housing main body 51 and the top plate portion
52.
[0048] The housing main body 51 is substantially hol-
low rectangular prism-shaped, and includes a connector
receiving portion 51a (see FIGS. 2, 12, 13 and 15). The
connector receiving portion 51a accommodates the con-
tact portions 34 of the contacts 30, and receives a hous-
ing (mating housing) 71 (see FIG. 19) of the cable con-
nector 70. The bottom of the housing main body 51 is
open, and the connector receiving portion 51a commu-
nicates with space below the housing main body 51. The
connector receiving portion 51a is open toward below

the housing main body 51. A front portion 51b of the hous-
ing main body 51 is formed with an opening, and the
connector receiving portion 51a communicates with
space in front of the housing main body 51. Opposite
side surface portions 51c are each formed with a concave
portion 51e (see FIGS. 11, 12 and 16). One end of the
concave portion 51e is open toward the front.
[0049] The top plate portion 52 is continuous with the
housing main body 51. Although in the present embodi-
ment, the direction along which the housing main body
51 is continuous with the top plate portion 52 is identical
to the connector fitting direction DC1, it is not necessarily
required that the directions are identical to each other,
as described hereinafter. The top plate portion 52 oppos-
es to the mounting surface 81b of the LED-mounted sub-
strate 81 (see FIGS. 17 and 18). In the present embod-
iment, the thickness direction of the top plate portion 52
is identical to both of the connector fitting direction DC1
and the thickness direction of the LED-mounted sub-
strate 81. The top plate portion 52 is formed with two
holding portion-receiving portions 52a. The inserting di-
rection DI is orthogonal to the direction along which the
housing main body 51 is continuous with the top plate
portion 52. Each holding portion-receiving portion 52a
receives the holding portion 31 of the contact 30 from the
inserting direction D1. A portion of the holding portion-
receiving portion 52a, where the front end portion 31a of
the holding portion 31 is received is formed as a hole 52h
(see FIG. 13), and encloses four sides of the front end
portion 31a. Lower surfaces of opposite side portions of
the top plate portion 52 are formed with concave portions
52b, respectively. Each concave portion 52b receives a
front end portion of the connection portion 32. Further, a
front surface of the top plate portion 52 is formed with
two concave portions 52c. Each concave portion 52c re-
ceives a front end portion of the connection portion 33.
An upper surface 52d of the top plate portion 52 is flat
and does not include any slot or the like (see FIG. 14).
[0050] From the top plate portion 52 to the housing
main body 51, two slots 50a are formed (see FIGS. 13
and 15). Each slot 50a receives the wide portion 34b of
the contact portion 34 of the contact 30. The holding por-
tion-receiving portion 52a communicates with the con-
nector receiving portion 51a via the slot 50a. The wide
portion 34b and the slot 50a restricts swing of the pin-
shaped portion 34a of the contact 30 in the longitudinal
direction DL (see FIGS. 8 and 13).
[0051] To assemble the contact 30 to the housing 50,
it is required to insert the holding portion 31 of the contact
30 to the holding portion-receiving portion 52a of the top
plate portion 52, from front of the housing 50, along the
inserting direction DI.
[0052] When the holding portion 31 of the contact 30
is inserted into the holding portion-receiving portion 52a
of the top plate portion 52, the protrusion 31e of the front
end portion 31a of the holding portion 31 is brought into
strong contact with inner wall surfaces (vertical surfaces)
of the hole 52h, and the contact 30 is pushed toward a
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side surface 52e (see FIG. 13) of the top plate portion
52, and is held. The side surface 31i of the front end
portion 31a is formed into a sloped surface (so-called
rollover is formed) at the time of being blanked, and hence
when the side surface 31i is pushed against the inner
wall surface (vertical surfaces) of the hole 52h of the top
plate portion 52, the holding portion 31 is about to pivot
with a lower end of the side surface 31i in the center such
that the front end portion 31a is inclined with respect to
an inner wall surface (horizontal surface) of the hole 52h.
However, the contact 30 has the dowel 31d located closer
in the longitudinal direction DL to the connection portion
32 than the side surface 31i is (see FIG. 8), and the dowel
31d pushes the holding portion 31 toward the inner wall
surface (horizontal surface) of the hole 52h. This blocks
the front end portion 31a from pivoting, whereby the hold-
ing portion 31 is inserted into the holding portion-receiv-
ing portion 52a in a state parallel to the LED-mounted
substrate 81, and is held.
[0053] To mount the connector 10 on the LED-mount-
ed substrate 81, first, the housing main body 51 of hous-
ing 50 of the connector 10 is inserted into a cutout (in-
serted portion) 81a of the LED-mounted substrate 81, as
shown in FIG. 17. At this time, the connection portion 32
and the connection portion 33 of one contact 30 of the
connector 10 are disposed on a land 81d and a land 81c,
respectively, and the connection portion 32 and the con-
nection portion 33 of the other contact 30 of the connector
10 are disposed on a land 81f and a land 81e, respec-
tively.
[0054] Thereafter, the connection portions 32 and 33
of the one contact 30 are soldered to the lands 81d and
81c, respectively, and the connection portions 32 and 33
of the other contact 30 are soldered to the lands 81f and
81e, respectively.
[0055] By undergoing the above processing steps, the
connector 10 is mounted on the LED-mounted substrate
81.
[0056] To connect the cable connector 70 to the con-
nector 10, the cable connector 70 is fitted to the connector
10, from below the connector 10, along the connector
fitting direction DC1, as shown in FIGS.18 and 19.
[0057] The distance between nails 71b and 71b which
are formed respectively on two locking portions 71a and
71a (see FIG. 19) of the housing 71 of the cable connector
70 is configured to be narrower than the distance be-
tween the opposite side surface portions 51c and 51c of
the housing 50. Therefore, when fitting the cable connec-
tor 70 to the connector 10, the nails 71b and 71b move
on the opposite surface portions 51c and 51c, and when
the nails 71b and 71b reach the concave portions 51e
and 51e, the nails 71b and 71b enter the concave portions
51e and 51e by the elastic forces of the locking portions
71a and 71a. At this time, a click is produced, which
makes it possible to perceive that the cable connector
70 has been properly fitted to the connector 10. There-
fore, if a connection work of the connector 10 and the
cable connector 70 is done while paying attention to a

click to be produced when the nails 71b and 71b are fitted
to the concave portions 51e and 51e, it is possible to
know that the cable connector 70 has been positively
electrically connected to the connector 10.
[0058] According to the first embodiment, since the
holding portion-receiving portion 52a of the top plate por-
tion 52 of the housing 50 receives the holding portion 31
of the contact 30, from the inserting direction DI which is
orthogonal to the direction along which the housing main
body 51 is continuous with the top plate portion 52, it is
possible to reduce a height dimension of the top plate
portion 52 and reduce a dimension of the connector 10
in the fitting direction DC1.
[0059] Further, since the height dimension of the top
plate portion 52 can be reduced, the amount of protrusion
of the connector 10 from the mounting surface 81b of the
LED-mounted substrate 81 can be reduced, whereby the
amount of light from the LED 83 which is blocked by the
connector 10 is reduced.
[0060] Furthermore, since the inserting direction DI of
the contact 30 is orthogonal to the direction along which
the housing main body 51 is continuous with the top plate
portion 52, it becomes unnecessary to form a slot, a cut-
out or the like, which is open in the upper surface 52d of
the top plate portion 52. This makes it possible to prevent
unevenness from being produced in the brightness of a
light-guiding plate (not shown) for backlight when the
LED 83 is lit. Further, since the upper surface 52d of the
top plate portion 52 is provided as a broad and flat area
without any slot or cutout, a mounter (automatic mounting
device), not shown, can positively easily attract the upper
surface 52d of the top plate portion 52 by a suction nozzle
thereof.
[0061] Furthermore, the connection portions 32 and 33
of the contact 30 are bent into a substantially U-shape,
with the front ends of the connection portions 32 and 33
facing toward the housing 50, and the connection por-
tions 32 and 33 of the contact 10 do not protrude in the
direction orthogonal to the thickness direction of the top
plate portion 52. Therefore, it is possible to reduce a
mounting area or mounting space necessary for mount-
ing the connector 10 on the LED-mounted substrate 81.
Further, the connection portions 32 and 33 are bent into
a substantially U-shape, and the surfaces of the front end
portions (surfaces each orthogonal to a cut surface
formed by blanking) thereof are soldered to the lands
81d, 81c, 81f, and 81e. Therefore, it is possible to in-
crease soldering areas of the connection portions 32 and
33 soldered to the lands 81d, 81c, 81f, and 81e, whereby
soldering strength of the connection portions 32 and 33
is higher than the conventional connector in which the
soldering surface of a mounting portion of a connector is
a cut surface formed by blanking, and hence there is little
fear of the connection portions 32 and 33 coming off from
the lands 81d, 81c, 81f, and 81e.
[0062] Further, since the contact 30 has the dowel 31d,
when the contact 30 is inserted into the housing 50, it is
possible to suppress the holding portion 31 from being
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inclined with respect to the mounting surface 81b of the
LED-mounted substrate 81. Further, since the holding
portion 31 is strongly pushed against the inner wall sur-
face of the holding portion-receiving portion 52a by the
dowel 31d, the holding portion 31 is made hard to swing.
This makes it possible to suppress the swing of the con-
tact portion 34. Further, since the contact portion 34 is
hard to swing, it is possible to prevent such accidents as
the contact portion 34 failing to contact the mating contact
(not shown) due to fitting of the connector 10 to the cable
connector 70 in an inclined state of the contact portion
34, and the contact portion 34 being bent by the mating
contact.
[0063] Furthermore, since the two contacts 30 each
have two connection portions 32 and 33, one connector
10 has four connection portions 32 and 33. Even if one
of the connection portions 32 and 33 is disconnected
from the LED-mounted substrate 81, the connector 10
does not become shaky, and can continue to supply pow-
er to the LEDs 83. Further, since the two contacts 30
each have two connection portions 32 and 33, hold-down
(not shown) can be omitted.
[0064] Further, since the holding portion-receiving por-
tion 52a of the top plate portion 52 of the housing 50
receives the holding portion 31 of the contact 30, from
the inserting direction DI orthogonal to the direction along
which the housing main body 51 is continuous with the
top plate portion 52, when connecting the cable connec-
tor 70 to the connector 10, even if the housing 50 of the
connector 10 is pushed upward along the connector fit-
ting direction DC1 by the cable connector 70, there is
little fear of the contact 30 being removed from the hous-
ing 50.
[0065] Next, a description will be given of a variation
of the connector according to the above-described first
embodiment of the present invention with reference to
FIGS. 22 to 24. Components common to the above-men-
tioned embodiment are denoted by the same reference
numerals, and detailed description thereof is omitted.
[0066] In the first embodiment, when the top plate por-
tion 52 is viewed from substantially directly above, the
contact 30 almost in its entirety is covered by the top
plate portion 52, and part of the connection portions 32
and 33 is exposed.
[0067] In contrast, in this variation, when a top plate
portion 252 of a housing 250 of a connector 210 is viewed
from substantially directly above, the contact 30 in its
entirety is covered by the top plate portion 252, and part
of the connection portion 32 and 33 is not exposed as
shown in FIG. 23.
[0068] According to this variation, it is possible to ob-
tain advantageous effects as provided by the first em-
bodiment, and when the top plate portion 252 is viewed
from substantially directly above, the contact 30 in its
entirety is covered by the top plate portion 252, which
makes it possible to suppress light from the LEDs 83 from
being reflected.
[0069] Next, a description will be given of a connector

according to a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion with reference to FIGS. 25 to 40. Components com-
mon to the first embodiment are denoted by the same
reference numerals, and detailed description thereof is
omitted.
[0070] As shown in FIGS. 25 and 26, a connector 110
comprises two contacts 130 and one housing 150.
[0071] As shown in FIG. 27, each contact 130 includes
the one holding portion 31, the two connection portions
32 and 33, and one contact portion 134. The contact 130
is formed by blanking and bending one metal plate.
[0072] The holding portion 31 is flat plate-shaped, and
includes the front end portion 31a, the middle portion
31b, and the rear end portion 31c. The front end portion
31a is continuous with the middle portion 31b and the
middle portion 31b is continuous with the rear end portion
31c, along the inserting direction DI (see FIG. 25). In the
present embodiment, the thickness direction of the hold-
ing portion 31 is identical to both of a direction DS (see
FIG. 25) along which a housing main body 151 is contin-
uous with the top plate portion 52 and the thickness di-
rection of the LED-mounted substrate 81. One side sur-
face 31h of the front end portion 31a is formed with the
two protrusions 31e. The middle portion 31b is continu-
ous with the front end portion 31a. The reverse side of
the middle portion 31b is formed with a dowel (not
shown). The rear end portion 31c is continuous with the
middle portion 31b.
[0073] As shown in FIGS. 27 and 25, the contact por-
tion 134 includes a wide portion 134a, a contacting por-
tion 134b, and a connection portion 134c. The wide por-
tion 134a is continuous with the middle portion 31b of the
holding portion 31. The contacting portion 134b extends
in a connector fitting direction DC2 (see FIG. 25). The
connector fitting direction DC2 is orthogonal to the direc-
tion DS along which the housing main body 151 is con-
tinuous with the top plate portion 52. The contacting por-
tion 134b is brought into contact with a contact (not
shown) of the cable connector 70. The connection portion
134c extends in the direction DS along which the housing
main body 151 is continuous with the top plate portion
52, and links between the wide portion 134a and the con-
tacting portion 134b.
[0074] As shown in FIGS. 28 and 29, the housing 150
includes the housing main body 151 and the top plate
portion 52.
[0075] The housing main body 151 is substantially hol-
low rectangular prism-shaped, and includes the connect-
er receiving portion 51a. A front portion 151b of the hous-
ing main body 151 is formed with an opening 151f, the
connector receiving portion 51a communicates with
space in front of the housing main body 151. The bottom
surface of the housing main body 151 is open, and the
connector receiving portion 51a communicates with
space below the housing main body 151. The connector
receiving portion 51a accommodates the contact portion
134 of the contact 130, and receives the housing (mating
housing) 71 (see FIGS. 32 and 33) of the cable connector
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70, from the connector fitting direction DC2 (from the
front-rear direction of the housing 5). Opposite surface
portions 151c of the housing main body 151 are formed
with respective holes 151e. The holes 151e are located
at the rear end portion of the housing main body 151.
[0076] From the top plate portion 52 to the housing
main body 151, the two slots 50a are formed (see FIGS.
28 and 30). Each slot 50a receives the wide portion 134a
of the contact portion 134 of the contact 130.
[0077] Next, a description of the cable connector 70,
which is a mating connector of the connector 110, will be
given with reference to FIGS. 32 to 35. The cable con-
nector 70 comprises the housing 71 and a contact (not
shown). The housing 71 includes a housing main body
71c and the two locking arms 71a and 71a. The housing
main body 71c is substantially hollow rectangular prism-
shaped, and holds the contact. Fixed end portions of the
locking arms 71a and 71a are continuous with the side
surface portions of the housing main body 71c, respec-
tively. Free ends of the locking arms 71a and 71a (see
FIGS. 33 and 34) are formed with the nails 71b and 71b,
respectively, and the distance between the nails 71b and
71b is configured to be narrower than the distance be-
tween the opposite surface portions 151c and 151c of
the housing 150. The nails 71b and 71b of the locking
arms 71a and 71a are engaged respectively with the
holes 151e and 151e of the housing main body 151.
When the nails 71b and 71b of the locking arms 71a and
71a are engaged respectively with the holes 151e and
151e of the housing main body 151, a predetermined
small gap g is formed between each of the locking arms
71a and 71a and the LED-mounted substrate 81 (see
FIG. 35).
[0078] To connect the cable connector 70 to the con-
nector 110, the cable connector 70 is fitted to the con-
nector 110 from front of the connector 110, along the
connector fitting direction DC2, as shown in FIGS. 32
and 33.
[0079] When fitting the cable connector 70 to the con-
nector 110, the locking arms 71a and 71a are elastically
deformed, and the nails 71b and 71b slide on the opposite
surface portions 151c and 151c of the housing main body
151. When the nails 71b and 71b reach the holes 151e
and 151e, the nails 71b and 71b enter the holes 151e
and 151e by the elastic forces of the locking arms 71a
and 71a. At this time, a click is produced, which makes
it possible to perceive that the cable connector 70 has
been properly fitted to the connector 110. Therefore, if a
connection work of the connector 110 and the cable con-
nector 70 is done while paying attention to a click pro-
duced when the nails 71b and 71b are fitted to the holes
151e and 151e, it is possible to know that the cable con-
nector 70 has been positively electrically connected to
the connector 110.
[0080] Further, when fitting the cable connector 70 to
the connector 110 from the connector fitting direction
DC2, the gap g formed between the upper surface of the
locking arm 71a and the reverse surface of the LED-

mounted substrate 81 is very small. Therefore, even
when the cable connector 70 is about to be inclined with
respect to the reverse surface of the LED-mounted sub-
strate 81, the upper surface of the locking arm 71a of the
cable connector 70 is brought into contact with the re-
verse surface of the LED-mounted substrate 81, whereby
the inclination of the cable connector 70 is suppressed.
[0081] According to this embodiment, it is possible to
obtain advantageous effects as provided by the first em-
bodiment.
[0082] Further, since the connector receiving portion
51a of the housing 150 receives the cable connector 70
from the connector fitting direction DC2 which is orthog-
onal to the direction DS along which the housing main
body 151 is continuous with the top plate portion 52, the
amount of protrusion of the housing 150 from the reverse
surface of the LED-mounted substrate 81 can be re-
duced.
[0083] Therefore, if the connector 110 is used as the
connector which supplies power to an LED of the back-
light of the liquid crystal television, there is no need to
secure large space for fitting the cable connector 70 to
the connector 110 on the reverse side of the LED-mount-
ed substrate 81, and there is no need to bend the cable
72 of the cable connector 70 into a right angle. Therefore,
it is possible to realize thinning of a liquid crystal televi-
sion.
[0084] Further, since the contacting portion 134b of the
contact portion 134 of the contact 130 of the connector
110 extends in the parallel direction to the inserting di-
rection DI, the area of contact between the contact portion
134 and the mating contact of the cable connector 70
can be increased, and the contact stability of the two
contacts is improved.
[0085] Further, the bottom surface of the housing main
body 151 is formed to be open, and no bottom surface
portion of the housing main body 151 exists. This con-
tributes to reduction of the amount of protrusion of the
housing main body 151 from the reverse side of the LED-
mounted substrate 81.
[0086] Further, the opposite side surface portions 151c
of the housing main body 151 are formed with the holes
151e, respectively, and the nails 71b and 71b of the lock-
ing arms 71a and 71a of the cable connector 70 are en-
gaged respectively with the two holes 151e and 151e.
This enhances the fitting strength between the cable con-
nector 70 and connector 110.
[0087] Further, when the cable connector 70 is fitted
to the connector 110, the gap g formed between the upper
surface of the locking arm 71a and the reverse surface
of the LED-mounted substrate 81 is very small. There-
fore, even if the cable connector 70 is about to be inclined
with respect to the reverse surface of the LED-mounted
substrate 81, the locking arm 71a of the cable connector
70 is brought into contact with the reverse surface of the
LED-mounted substrate 81, which suppresses the incli-
nation of the cable connector 70, whereby the cable con-
nector 70 can be fitted properly to the connector 110 with
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ease.
[0088] Next, a description will be given of a connector
according to a third embodiment of the present invention
with reference to FIGS. 36 to 40. Components common
to the first embodiment are denoted by the same refer-
ence numerals, and detailed description thereof is omit-
ted.
[0089] The inner wall surface (inner wall surface of the
connector receiving portion 51a) of a side surface portion
251c of a housing main body 251 of the housing 250 of
the connector 210 is formed with a key slot 251h. The
key slot 251h extends in the connector fitting direction
DC2. The key slot 251h guides a key 271d, referred to
hereinafter, in the connector fitting direction DC2.
[0090] The outer surface of the side surface portion of
a housing main body 271c of a housing 271 of a cable
connector 270 is formed with the key 271d. The key 271d
extends in the connector fitting direction DC2, and is in-
serted into the key slot 251h of the connector 210.
[0091] According to the third embodiment, it is possible
to obtain advantageous effects as provided by the sec-
ond embodiment, and it is possible to properly fit the cable
connector 270 to the connector 210 more easily.
[0092] Note that although in the above-described em-
bodiments, the contacting portion 134b of the contact
portion 134 of the contact 130 of the connector 110, 210
extends in the connector fitting direction DC2, it is not
necessarily required to extend the contacting portion
134b in the connector fitting direction DC2.
[0093] Although in the above-described embodiments
and variation, the connector 10, 110, and 210 comprises
two contacts 30, 130, the number of contacts 30 is not
limited to two, but the number may be one, or three or
more.
[0094] Further, although in the above-described em-
bodiments and variation, the cutout 81a is adopted as an
inserted portion of the contact 10, 110, 210, the inserted
portion 81a is not necessarily limited to a cutout, but a
hole, for example, may be adopted.
[0095] Note that although in the above-described em-
bodiments and variation, the dowel 31d is provided on
the holding portion 31 of the contact 30, 130, the dowel
31d may not be provided.
[0096] Further, although in the above-described em-
bodiments and variation, the connection portion 32, 33
is bent into a substantially U-shape, the connection por-
tion 32, 33 may be bent, for example, into a J-shape or
an arc shape.
[0097] Note that although in the above-described em-
bodiments and variation, the contact 30, 130 includes
the two connection portions 32, 33, the number of con-
nection portions is not limited to two, the number may be
one, or three or more.
[0098] Further, although in the above-described em-
bodiments and variation, the connector 10, 110, 210 sup-
plies power to the LED-mounted substrate 81, the con-
nector of the present invention is not limited to a power
supply connector.

Reference Signs List

[0099]

10, 110, 210: connector
30, 130: contact
31: holding portion
31e: protrusion (first protrusion)
31d: dowel (second protrusion)
32, 33: connection portion
34, 134: contact portion
50, 150, 250: housing
51, 151, 251: housing main body
51a: connector receiving portion
52, 252: top plate portion
52a: holding portion-receiving portion
70, 270: cable connector (mating connector)
71, 271: housing (mating housing)
81: LED-mounted substrate (substrate)
81a: cutout (inserted portion)
81b: mounting surface
134a: wide portion
134b: contact portion
134c: connecting portion
151c, 251c: side surface portion
151e: hole
151f: opening
251h: key slot
271c: housing main body
271d: key
DI: inserting direction
DC1, DC2: connector fitting direction

Claims

1. A connector (10; 110; 210) mounted on a substrate
(81), for being fitted to a mating connector (70; 270),
the connector including a contact (30; 130), and a
housing (50; 150; 250) which holds the contact,
wherein the contact includes a holding portion (31)
which is held by the housing, a connection portion
(32, 33) which is continuous with the holding portion
and is connected to the mounting surface (81b) of
the substrate, and a contact portion (34; 134) which
is continuous with the holding portion and is brought
into contact with a mating contact of the mating con-
nector,
wherein the housing includes a housing main body
(51; 151; 251) which is inserted in a housing main
body-receiving portion (81a) formed in the substrate,
and a top housing portion which is continuous with
the housing main body along a housing direction
(DS) and opposes to the substrate,
wherein the housing main body has a connector re-
ceiving portion (51a) formed therein which accom-
modates the contact portion,
wherein the top housing portion has a holding por-
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tion-receiving portion (52a) formed therein which re-
ceives the holding portion from an inserting direction
(DI) orthogonal to the housing direction, and
wherein the connection portion (32, 33) protrudes
from the top housing portion in a direction orthogonal
to the housing direction,
characterized in that
the top housing portion is formed by a top plate por-
tion (52; 252),
the front end of the connector portion (32, 33) is bent
toward the housing main body (51; 151; 251), and
the connector receiving portion (51a) formed in the
housing main body receives a mating housing (71;
271) of the mating connector (70; 270).

2. The connector as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
inserting direction (DI) in which the holding portion
(31) is inserted to the holding portion-receiving por-
tion (52a) is orthogonal to a connector fitting direction
(DC1) in which the mating connector (70) is fitted to
the connector receiving portion (51a).

3. The connector as claimed in claim 1 or 2,
wherein the holding portion (31) is flat plate-shaped
and the thickness direction of the holding portion is
the same as the housing direction (DS), and
wherein the holding portion includes a first protrusion
(31e) which bites into an inner wall surface of the
holding portion-receiving portion (52a) and a second
protrusion (31d) which urges an inner wall surface
of the holding portion-receiving portion.

4. The connector as claimed in anyone of the preceding
claims, wherein the contact (30) almost in its entirety
is covered by the top plate portion (52; 252) when
the top plate portion is viewed from above.

5. The connector as claimed in anyone of the preceding
claims, wherein the connection portion (32, 33) is
substantially U-shaped.

6. The connector as claimed in anyone of the preceding
claims, wherein the contact (30; 130) includes the
connection portion (32, 33) in plurality.

Patentansprüche

1. Steckverbinder (10; 110; 210), der an einem Subst-
rat (81) befestigt ist, zum Montieren mit einem Ge-
gensteckverbinder (70; 270), wobei der Steckverbin-
der einen Kontakt (30; 130) und ein Gehäuse (50;
150; 250), das den Kontakt hält, beinhaltet,
wobei der Kontakt einen Halteabschnitt (31), der von
dem Gehäuse gehalten wird, einen Verbindungsab-
schnitt (32, 33), der mit dem Halteabschnitt durch-
gehend gebildet ist und mit der Befestigungsfläche
(81 b) des Substrats verbunden ist, und einen Kon-

taktabschnitt (34; 134), der mit dem Halteabschnitt
durchgehend gebildet ist und in Kontakt mit einem
Gegenkontakt des Gegensteckverbinders gebracht
wird, beinhaltet,
wobei das Gehäuse einen Gehäusehauptkörper (51;
151; 251), der in einen in dem Substrat gebildeten
Gehäusehauptkörper-Aufnahmeabschnitt (81 a)
eingeführt ist, und einen oberen Gehäuseabschnitt,
der mit dem Gehäusehauptkörper entlang einer Ge-
häuserichtung (DS) durchgehend gebildet ist und
dem Substrat gegenüberliegt, beinhaltet,
wobei der Gehäusehauptkörper einen darin gebilde-
ten Steckverbinder-Aufnahmeabschnitt (51a) auf-
weist, der den Kontaktabschnitt aufnimmt, wobei der
obere Gehäuseabschnitt einen darin gebildeten Hal-
teabschnitt-Aufnahmeabschnitt (52a) aufweist, der
den Halteabschnitt von einer Einführrichtung (DI) or-
thogonal zur Gehäuserichtung aufnimmt, und
wobei der Verbindungsabschnitt (32, 33) von dem
oberen Gehäuseabschnitt in einer Richtung ortho-
gonal zur Gehäuserichtung vorsteht,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der obere Gehäuseabschnitt von einem oberen Plat-
tenabschnitt (52; 252) gebildet ist,
das vordere Ende des Verbindungsabschnitts (32,
33) in Richtung des Gehäusehauptkörpers (51; 151;
251) gebogen ist, und
der in dem Gehäusehauptkörper gebildete Steckver-
binder-Aufnahmeabschnitt (51 a) ein Gegengehäu-
se (71; 271) des Gegensteckverbinders (70; 270)
aufnimmt.

2. Steckverbinder nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Einführ-
richtung (DI), in die der Halteabschnitt (31) zu dem
Halteabschnitt-Aufnahmeabschnitt (52a) eingeführt
ist, orthogonal zu einer Steckverbinder-Montage-
richtung (DC1) verläuft, in der der Gegensteckver-
binder (70) mit dem Steckverbinder-Aufnahmeab-
schnitt (51 a) montiert ist.

3. Steckverbinder nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der
Halteabschnitt (31) flach plattenförmig ist und die
Richtung der Dicke des Halteabschnitts dieselbe wie
die Gehäuserichtung (DS) ist, und wobei der Halte-
abschnitt einen ersten Vorsprung (31e), der in eine
Innenwandfläche des Halteabschnitt-Aufnahmeab-
schnitts (52a) greift, und einen zweiten Vorsprung
(31d), der sich an eine Innenwandfläche des Halte-
abschnitt-Aufnahmeabschnitts drückt, beinhaltet.

4. Steckverbinder nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei bei Betrachtung des oberen Platten-
abschnitts von oben der Kontakt (30) fast vollständig
durch den oberen Plattenabschnitt (52; 252) abge-
deckt ist.

5. Steckverbinder nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Verbindungsabschnitt (32, 33)
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im Wesentlichen U-förmig ist.

6. Steckverbinder nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Kontakt (30; 130) den Verbin-
dungsabschnitt (32, 33) mehrfach beinhaltet.

Revendications

1. Connecteur (10; 110 ; 210) monté sur un substrat
(81), destiné à être installé sur un connecteur con-
jugué (70 ; 270), le connecteur incluant un contact
(30 ; 130), et un boîtier (50 ; 150 ; 250) qui supporte
le contact,
dans lequel le contact inclut une partie de support
(31) qui est supportée par le boîtier, une partie de
connexion (32, 33) qui est continue par rapport à la
partie de support et est connectée à la surface de
montage (81b) du substrat, et une partie de contact
(34 ; 134) qui est continue par rapport à la partie de
support et est amenée en contact avec un contact
conjugué du connecteur conjugué,
dans lequel le boîtier inclut un corps principal de boî-
tier (51 ; 151 ; 251) qui est inséré dans une partie de
réception de corps principal de boîtier (81a) formée
dans le substrat, et une partie de boîtier supérieure
qui est continue par rapport au corps principal de
boîtier le long d’une direction de boîtier (DS) et s’op-
pose au substrat,
dans lequel le corps principal de boîtier a une partie
de réception de connecteur (51a) formée dans celui-
ci qui reçoit la partie de contact,
dans lequel la partie de boîtier supérieure a une par-
tie de réception de partie de support (52a) formée
dans celle-ci qui reçoit la partie de support à partir
d’une direction d’insertion (DI) orthogonale à la di-
rection de boîtier, et
dans lequel la partie de connexion (32, 33) dépasse
par rapport à la partie de boîtier supérieure dans une
direction orthogonale à la direction de boîtier,
caractérisé en ce que
la partie de boîtier supérieure est formée par une
partie de plaque supérieure (52 ; 252),
l’extrémité avant de la partie de connecteur (32, 33)
est courbée en direction du corps principal de boîtier
(51 ; 151 ; 251), et
la partie de réception de connecteur (51a) formée
dans le corps principal de boîtier reçoit un boîtier
conjugué (71 ; 271) du connecteur conjugué (70 ;
270).

2. Connecteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
direction d’insertion (DI) suivant laquelle la partie de
support (31) est insérée dans la partie de réception
de partie de support (52a) est orthogonale à une
direction de montage de connecteur (DC1) suivant
laquelle le connecteur conjugué (70) est monté sur
la partie de réception de connecteur (51 a).

3. Connecteur selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans le-
quel la partie de support (31) est de forme plate et
la direction de l’épaisseur de la partie de support est
la même que la direction de boîtier (DS), et
dans lequel la partie de support inclut une première
protubérance (31e) qui attaque une surface de paroi
intérieure de la partie de réception de partie de sup-
port (52a) et une deuxième protubérance (31d) qui
appuie sur une surface de paroi intérieure de la partie
de réception de partie de support.

4. Connecteur selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel le contact (30) prati-
quement dans sa globalité est recouvert par la partie
de plaque supérieure (52 ; 252) lorsque la partie de
plaque supérieure est observée par le dessus.

5. Connecteur selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel la partie de con-
nexion (32, 33) est globalement en forme de U.

6. Connecteur selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel le contact (30 ; 130)
inclut la partie de connexion (32, 33) en pluralité.
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