
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

51
1 

89
0

B
2

TEPZZ_5__89ZB T
(11) EP 1 511 890 B2

(12) NEW EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION
After opposition procedure

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the opposition decision: 
01.01.2014 Bulletin 2014/01

(45) Mention of the grant of the patent: 
06.08.2008 Bulletin 2008/32

(21) Application number: 03756978.7

(22) Date of filing: 10.06.2003

(51) Int Cl.:
D06F 67/04 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/DK2003/000380

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2003/104542 (18.12.2003 Gazette 2003/51)

(54) A METHOD AND DEVICE FOR INTRODUCING ESSENTIALLY RECTANGULAR PIECES OF 
CLOTH INTO A FEEDER

VERFAHREN UND VORRICHTUNG ZUM EINFÜHREN IM WESENTLICHEN RECHTECKIGER 
TUCHSTÜCKE IN EIN ZUFUHRGERÄT

DISPOSITIF D’INTRODUCTION DE MORCEAUX DE TISSU ESSENTIELLEMENT 
RECTANGULAIRES DANS UN DISPOSITIF D’ALIMENTATION

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PT RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 07.06.2002 DK 200200868

(43) Date of publication of application: 
09.03.2005 Bulletin 2005/10

(73) Proprietor: Jensen Denmark A/S
3700 Rönne (DK)

(72) Inventor: NIELSEN, Steen
3700 Rønne (DK)

(74) Representative: Zacco Denmark A/S
Hans Bekkevolds Allé 7
2900 Hellerup (DK)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 0 573 810 EP-A1- 0 666 360
EP-A1- 0 679 756 JP- - 05 293 298



EP 1 511 890 B2

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
feeding essentially rectangular pieces of cloth to a feeder
comprising a boom extending transversally of the direc-
tion of conveyance of the feeder, and wherein the boom
comprises a boom conveyor configured for conveying
the piece of cloth across the boom in the longitudinal
direction thereof, said feeder having, at one end of the
boom, a feed conveyor for receiving, at a feeding end of
the feed conveyor, a straightened front edge of the piece
of cloth and for transferring the piece of cloth therefrom
to the boom conveyor, wherein the feeding end is located
in a position situated in front of the boom seen in the
direction of conveyance of the feeder.
[0002] Feeders are used primarily in laundry facilities,
where they are used for unfolding large pieces of cloth,
such as sheets, tablecloths, eiderdown cases and other
essentially rectangular pieces of cloth in order to prepare
them for being subsequently treated in eg a rotary ironer.
Therefore, it is important that the piece of cloth is unfolded
and smoothened efficiently prior to the ironing with the
rotary ironer, in order to prevent unintended press folds
in the piece of cloth by the ironing with the rotary ironer.
Most often feeders comprise a feed conveyor for the feed-
ing of pieces of cloth into the feeder, wherein the piece
of cloth is introduced into the feeder by a method like the
one described above. The pieces of cloth are most often
taken from a pile of creased pieces of cloth that may also
be either wet or moist and are most often introduced into
the feeder which subsequently treats the piece of cloth
to the effect that it can be transferred to a rotary ironer
in straightened and smoothened state.
[0003] EP patent No. 666 360 teaches a method and
an apparatus, by which the piece of cloth is not aligned
and straightened prior to it being conveyed into  the feed-
er as such. This is accomplished in that the piece of cloth
is suspended across the conveyor with a relatively large
part of it hanging to the one side of the conveyor and a
relatively small part of it to the other side, and wherein
the fold, by which the laundry article sits across the con-
veyor, is lifted by means of a bar that subsequently press-
es the piece of cloth between two opposed conveyor fac-
es situated to be resiliently engaged with each other,
whereby the laundry article is conveyed on the one con-
veyor face of the feeder that has means for correctly ori-
enting and unfolding the laundry items. Hereby a rela-
tively high productivity of feeding of laundry articles is
obtained, since the initial aligning and straightening of
the pieces of laundry can be avoided and be performed
at a later stage, in the feeder.
[0004] A device for marginating square cloths are know
from JP 5293298.
Moreover, feeders are known the applicant’s Danish ap-
plication No. 0491/94 that teaches an apparatus for un-
folding and feeding essentially rectangular pieces of cloth
into a cloth-treatment apparatus, such as a rotary ironer,
wherein said feeder comprises a transverse boom with

a boom conveyor, across which boom the piece laundry
articles is positioned straightened hanging essentially
freely and folded with a first part of the piece of cloth
hanging down to the one side of the boom conveyor and
the other part to the other side, and wherein, at the one
end of the boom, or at both ends, an operator-operated
feed conveyor is configured comprising therein two sub-
jacent conveyor belts (a subjacent run path) above which
two parallel superjacent conveyor belts are arranged,
such that they are in fixed abutment on the subjacent
conveyor belts.
[0005] Feeders in accordance with the prior art present
the advantage that pieces of cloth are in an effective man-
ner introduced into the feed conveyor of a feeder without
presupposing the full attention of an operator during the
feeding process to ensure that the piece of cloth is not
introduced askew into the feeder. Therefore the operator
is able to fetch and prepare another piece of  cloth for
being fed into the feed conveyor, while said first piece of
cloth is conveyed between the superjacent conveyor
belts and the subjacent conveyor belts and onto the boom
conveyor.
[0006] However, feeders in accordance with the prior
art presupposes that feeding takes place from feeding
positions in the transverse direction of the feeder, seen
from the direction of conveyance of the conveyor through
the feeder. When a transverse boom is used, where a
piece of cloth is taken from the feed conveyor and trans-
ferred to a boom conveyor on the boom, it will unavoid-
ably be required, in order to enable full utilisation of the
machine capacity, to provide feeding stations with feed
conveyors at both ends of the boom.
[0007] Thereby the immediate drawbacks of this type
of feeder appear as the two feeding stations of the ma-
chine located at the sides of the feeder, seen from the
direction of conveyance of the conveyor, will require that
pieces of cloth for being fed to the feeder are to be brought
to two feeding stations. Additionally, the construction with
two feeding stations located at the sides of the feeder,
seen from the direction of conveyance of the conveyor
through the conveyor, presupposes that there has to be
provided workstations and the handling area necessary
therefore at both feeding stations; and it follows that the
overall requisite space needed for the feeder’s width -
transversally to the direction of conveyance of the con-
veyor- is considerable.
[0008] It is the object of the present invention to provide
a device worked by two operators where the apparatus
contains simple means to avoid waiting time for the op-
erators.
[0009] This is accomplished by the features recited in
the characterising portion of claim 1, wherein a feed con-
veyor is located at both ends of the boom and that a
separate turning device is provided between the boom
conveyor and  the end of each feed conveyor opposite
the feeding end for turning and transferring the piece of
cloth from the feed conveyor to the boom conveyor, and
wherein the feed conveyor means, the turning devices
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and the boom conveyor are independent units compris-
ing each their securing means and guide.
[0010] It will hereby be possible to mount the feeder
without having to take into consideration that there has
to be an indispensable working and handling area for the
positions of feeding that forcedly have to be arranged at
the sides of the feeder in the direction of conveyance. In
laundries a number of production lines are most often
arranged side-by-side. These production lines comprise
eg a feeder followed initially by rotary ironer and subse-
quently eg a stacker for folding the treated pieces of cloth.
By use of a feeder according to the invention it will there-
fore be possible to arrange these production lines in a
side-by-side relationship and more closely to each other
than is possible with feeders according to the prior art,
wherein the positions of feeding are configured at the
sides of the feeder.
[0011] Furthermore, the feeder according to the inven-
tion also enables that there is a need for configuring po-
sitions of feeding only at the front side of the feeder, ie
before the boom seen in the direction of conveyance.
Thereby it is enabled that, as opposed to a feeder with
two feeding stations located at the sides of the feeder,
seen in the direction of conveyance of the conveyor, it is
necessary to arrange work stations only at the front of
the feeder in front of the boom. Thereby it is necessary
to feed pieces of cloth for being fed to the feeder only at
one work station at the front side, which results in in-
creased performance as it is not necessary to have to
keep two work stations fully supplied with pieces of cloth
for feeding.
[0012] According to an alternative preferred embodi-
ment the feeding ends are located between the ends of
the boom, and furthermore the angle between  the direc-
tion of the feed conveyor and the direction of conveyance
of the feeder is between 190 Degrees and 260 Degrees,
preferably between 210 Degrees and 240 Degrees, and
that the turning device is configured for receiving the front
edge of the piece of cloth from the feed conveyor and
then turn the front edge of the piece of cloth an angle
corresponding to the above interval, and that the front
edge is subsequently received by the boom conveyor.
Hereby it is accomplished that the feed conveyor can be
adapted to the current needs, including location of pieces
of cloth for feeding at the front of the feeder.
[0013] According to a further preferred embodiment
the conveyor means of the feed conveyor comprises two
parallel conveyor belts that run synchronously, and the
turning device comprises a pair of independently oper-
ating squeezers. Thereby it is accomplished that, at all
times, pieces of cloth will be spread out between said
conveyor belts/squeezers without becoming askew be-
fore being transferred between the turning device and
the squeezer means on the boom conveyor.
[0014] According to yet a preferred embodiment said
boom conveyor comprises a tilting squeezer device hav-
ing one pair of squeezers being able to securely squeeze
pieces of cloth from the one turning device and another

pair of squeezers being able to securely squeeze pieces
of cloth from the second turning device. Thereby it is ac-
complished that the squeezer means on the boom con-
veyor are able to secure and convey the piece of cloth
out onto the transversely extending boom from a feed
conveyor configured to both sides of the feeder.
[0015] Since the feed conveyor and the turning device
are separate units, it is an option that each of them may
temporarily store a piece of cloth thereby eliminating the
need for the operator to wait for a piece of cloth to be
conveyed through the feeder before feeding the next one
to the feed conveyor.
[0016] According to a further preferred embodiment a
guide means is configured in connection with the feed
conveyor having an expanse oriented in extension of and
in the same direction as the direction of conveyance of
the feed conveyor; whereby the piece of cloth is, by the
transfer of the piece of cloth by the turning device from
the feed conveyor to the boom, conveyed across the
guide means, and thereby avoiding that adverse folds
are imparted to the piece of cloth prior to transferring the
piece of cloth to the boom conveyor.
[0017] According to another embodiment the turning
device are arranged to turn said straightened front edge
of the piece of cloth from said second position to said
third position with an essentially horizontal movement.
[0018] One embodiment of the invention will be de-
scribed in detail in the following with reference to the
drawing, in which

Figure 1 is an explanatory sketch of a preferred em-
bodiment of a feeder in accordance with the inven-
tion, seen from above; and

Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view of the embod-
iment shown in Figure 1; and

Figure 3 is a section of a sectional view of the boom
conveyor according to Figure 1, seen along the line
B-B; and

Figure 4 is a sectional view of the feed conveyor
according to Figure 1, seen along the sectional line
A-A.

Figure 1 shows, in a preferred embodiment of the
invention, a part of a feeder, seen from above; where-
in, at both sides of a transversely extending boom
40, a feed conveyor 10, a turning device 17, 18, guide
means 13, and a boom conveyor 41 are movably
arranged on the transversely extending boom 40, on
which said boom conveyor 41 can be moved in the
longitudinal expanse of the boom 40. In front of a
conveyor (not shown) on which pieces of cloth can
be advanced in the direction of conveyance of the
feeder, the boom 40 is extending transversally of the
direction of conveyance of the conveyor. In subse-
quent process sub-steps, further means will further
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prepare the piece of cloth for the subsequent treat-
ment.

[0019] The feed conveyor 10 is configured at the end
of the transverse boom and comprises a position 9 of
feeding with a seizing position at the end opposite the
position 9 of feeding. At the position 9 of feeding the feed
conveyor comprises a brace 14. In the following, the feed
conveyor 10 and the guide means 13 will be described
in further detail.
[0020] In connection with the seizing position a turning
device 17, 18 is arranged and configured as a pivot arm
comprising a pair of mutually independently operating
squeezers configured for securing a straightened front
edge of a piece of cloth during transfer from the seizing
position of the feed conveyor (10) to the boom conveyor.
The piece of cloth is seized at the straightened front edge
and taken with the boom conveyor across the boom, In
such a manner that the piece of cloth hangs straightened
across the boom. In subsequent process sub-steps, fur-
ther means will further prepare the piece of cloth for the
subsequent treatment.
[0021] In the preferred embodiment of the invention
the feeding position 9 can be set to the shown position
with a given angle in relation to the direction of convey-
ance of the feed conveyor 10 and the direction of con-
veyance of the feeder. However, it will be possible to
locate the feed conveyor in any other  position along the
circular arch described by the possible positions to which
an operator is able position the feed conveyor 10 by turn-
ing the feed conveyor 10. Thereby it will be possible to
set the feed conveyor 10 in accordance with the relevant
needs and desires within an angular range between 0°
and 280°, determined by an angle between the direction
of transportation of the feed conveyor 10 and the direction
of transportation of the feeder. Likewise, the feed con-
veyor 10 may comprise means for adjusting the height
of the feeding position 9 by which it will be possible for
the operator to adjust the feed conveyor 10 vertically and
hence the height of the feeding position 9 as needed.

Figures 2 and 3 are sectional views of the preferred
embodiment of a feeder shown in Figure 1.

Figure 2 shows the transversally extending boom 40
with its boom conveyor 41 and the turning device 17
depicted in its two extreme positions.

[0022] From the figure it will appear that the turning
device 17 is a pivot arm configured with a fixed point of
rotation 17a about which it is pivotally journalled and piv-
otal between two extreme positions, in which the first
extreme position is where the piece of cloth is received
from the seizing position 15 by the feed conveyor 10, and
wherein the second extreme position is where the piece
of cloth is transferred to the boom conveyor 41 for con-
veyance across the boom 40.
[0023] The guide means 13 is shown configured in ex-

tension of the feed conveyor 10 in a first extreme position
of the turning device (pivot arm) 17 with a distance to the
fixed point to rotation 17a. The guide means has a length
oriented in extension of and in the same direction as the
direction of conveyance of the feed conveyor 10. On its
top face the boom conveyor 41 is provided with a tilting-
squeezer device 42 comprising two tilting squeezers  43,
44, in the figure illustrated by the positioning of the bear-
ing units 45 about which they will tilt.
[0024] The tilting squeezers 43, 44 comprise squeezer
means 46 at both ends with a view to the squeezer means
46 from the left tilting squeezers 43 being able to secure
pieces of cloth transferred from the left turning device 17
by conveyance across the boom, and the squeezer
means 46 from the right pair of tilting squeezers 44 are
able to secure pieces of cloth transferred from the right
turning device 18 by conveyance across the boom.
[0025] Figure 3 is a sectional view along the line B-B
shown in Figure 2. From the Figure, the turning device
17 will appear, the boom 40 with the boom conveyor 41
in one extreme position, at which extreme position the
not shown piece of cloth is transferred from the turning
device 17 for conveyance across the boom 40 by the
boom conveyor 41. On its top face, the boom conveyor
41 is provided with a tilting-squeezer device 42 consisting
of two tilting squeezers 43, 44 with squeezer means 46
at both ends, and wherein the two tilting squeezers 43,
44 combine to form two pairs of tilting squeezers with a
view to the one pair of tilting squeezers being able to
secure pieces of cloth from the one turning device 17 and
the second pair of tilting squeezers being able to secure
pieces of cloth from the second turning device 18.
[0026] The tilting-squeezer device 42 comprises two
tilting squeezers 43, 44 of which only the one tilting
squeezer 43 will appear from the figure. These two tilting
squeezers 43, 44 are mounted in parallel with and spaced
apart in the transverse direction of the boom. At the ends
of the tilting squeezers 43, 44 squeezer means 46 are
provided such that, at the one side, the squeezer means
46 receive pieces of cloth from the one turning device 17
and such that, at the other side, squeezer means 46 re-
ceive pieces of cloth from the other squeezer device 18.
[0027] Likewise, the turning device 17 is shown herein
in an extreme position and rearwardly oriented squeezer
devices 20 mounted on the turning device 17 having the
squeezer means 21 shown in an open position and the
associated actuator means 22. The rearwardly oriented
squeezer means 20 on the turning device 17 are mounted
at a mutual distance corresponding essentially to the
width of the boom conveyor 41 such that a secured
straightened front edge of the piece of cloth can be trans-
ferred to the tilting-squeezer device.
[0028] Figure 4 is a sectional view along the line A-A
shown in Figure 1. The feed conveyor 10 thus comprises
a conveyor consisting to two superposed conveyor belts
11 configured next to each other. These superposed con-
veyor belts 11 abut on two sub-posed conveyor belts 12.
In extension of the conveyor belt 11, 12 of the feed con-
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veyor 10, the above-referenced guide means 13 is locat-
ed. The guide means 13 comprises conveyor belt means
with a direction of conveyance like that of the sub-posed
conveyor belt 12, said guide means 13 serving to control
the not shown piece of cloth, during the turning movement
of the turning device from the seizing position 15 to the
boom conveyor 41. The not shown piece of cloth is in-
troduced between the superposed and the sub-posed
conveyor belts 11, 12 at the feeding position 9, following
which the conveyor belts 11, 12 are activated to move
(pull) the not shown piece of cloth into the seizing position
(the second position) 15 configured - seen in the direction
of conveyance of the conveyor - at the opposite end of
the feeding position 9. The shown guide means 13 is
configured such that, during transfer from the seizing po-
sition 15 to the boom conveyor 41, the piece of cloth is
conveyed across the guide means 13, whereby the
down-hanging of the piece of cloth will be in contact with
the guide means 13 during the movement, thereby avoid-
ing that adverse folds are created on the piece of cloth
during the movement that may prevent correct position-
ing of the piece of cloth on the boom.
[0029] The feed conveyor 10 and the turning device
17 are both characterised in that they are separate units
thereby enabling each of them to temporarily store a
piece of cloth, such that the operator does not have to
wait until a piece of cloth has been conveyed through the
feeder until the next can be fed to the feed conveyor 10.
This is ensured by means of guide means and thus it is
obtained that the feeder according to the invention may
have a buffer stock of pieces of cloth for being fed to the
feeder (the conveyor). Said control and actuator means
are not particular to the present invention; rather they
can be defined and configured by the person skilled in
the art in a variety of ways.

Claims

1. A device for feeding essentially rectangular pieces
of cloth to a feeder comprising a boom (40) extending
transversally of the direction of conveyance of the
feeder, and wherein the boom (40) comprises a
boom conveyor (41) configured for conveying the
piece of cloth across the boom in the longitudinal
direction thereof, said feeder having, at one end of
the boom, a feed conveyor (10) for receiving, at a
feeding end (9) of the feed conveyor (10), a straight-
ened front edge of the piece of cloth and for trans-
ferring the piece of cloth therefrom to the boom con-
veyor, wherein the feeding end (9) is located in a
position situated in front of the boom (40) seen in the
direction of conveyance of the feeder, character-
ised in that a feed conveyor (10) is located at both
ends of the boom (40) and that a separate turning
device (17,18) is provided between the boom con-
veyor (41) and the end of each feed conveyor (10)
opposite the feeding end (9) for turning and trans-

ferring the piece of cloth from the feed conveyor (10)
to the boom conveyor (41), and wherein the feed
conveyor means (10), the turning devices (17,18)
and the boom conveyor (41) are independent units
comprising each their securing means and guide.

2. A device according to claim 1, characterised in that
the feeding ends (9) are located between the ends
of the boom.

3. A device according to one or more of claims 1-2,
characterised in that the angle between the direc-
tion of the feed conveyor (10) and the direction of
conveyance of the feeder is between 190 Degrees
and 260 Degrees, preferably between 210 Degrees
and 240 Degrees, and that the turning device (17,18)
is configured for receiving the front edge of the piece
of cloth from the feed conveyor and then turn the
front edge of the piece of cloth an angle correspond-
ing to the above interval, and that the front edge is
subsequently received by the boom conveyor.

4. A device according to claim 1, characterised in that
the feed conveyor (10) comprises two parallel con-
veyor belts (11,12) that run synchronously.

5. A device according to claim 1, characterised in that
the turning device (17,18) comprises a pair of mutu-
ally independently operating squeezers (20).

6. A device according to claim 1, characterised in that
said boom conveyor (41) comprises a tilting squeez-
er device (42) having one pair of squeezers (46) be-
ing able to securely squeeze pieces of cloth from the
one turning device (17) and another pair of squeez-
ers being able to securely squeeze pieces of cloth
from the second turning device (18).

7. A device according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterised in that a guide means (13)
is configured in connection with the feed conveyor
(10) having an expanse oriented in extension of and
in the same direction as the direction of conveyance
of the feed conveyor; whereby the piece of cloth is,
by the transfer of the piece of cloth by the turning
device (17,18) from the feed conveyor to the boom,
conveyed across the guide means (13), and thereby
avoiding that adverse folds are imparted to the piece
of cloth prior to transferring the piece of cloth to the
boom conveyor (41).

8. A device according to claim 1-7, characterised in
that the turning device are arranged to turn said
straightened front edge of the piece of cloth from
said second position to said third position with an
essentially horizontal movement.
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Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Beschicken einer Eingabemaschi-
ne mit im Wesentlichen rechteckigen Wäschestük-
ken, die einen sich quer zur Beförderungsrichtung
der Eingabemaschine erstreckenden Ausleger (40)
umfasst, und wobei der Ausleger (40) eine zum Be-
fördern des Wäschestücks über den Ausleger in die
Längsrichtung desselben ausgelegten Auslegerzu-
führvorrichtung (41) umfasst, wobei die Eingabema-
schine an einem Ende des Auslegers einen Beschik-
ker (10) zum Entgegennehmen an einem Zuführen-
de (9) des Beschickers (10) einer gerade ausgerich-
teten Vorderkante des Wäschestücks und zum Um-
setzen des Wäschestücks davon zu der Ausleger-
zuführvorrichtung aufweist, wobei sich das Zufüh-
rende (9) in der Beförderungsrichtung der Eingabe-
maschine gesehen an einer vor dem Ausleger (40)
gelegenen Position befindet, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass sich an beiden Enden des Auslegers
(40) ein Beschicker (10) befindet, und dass eine ge-
sonderte Wendevorrichtung (17, 18) zwischen der
Auslegerzuführvorrichtung (41) und dem Ende jedes
Beschickers (10) gegenüber dem Zuführende (9)
zum Wenden und Umsetzen des Wäschestücks von
dem Beschicker (10) zu der Auslegerzuführvorrich-
tung (41) vorgesehen ist, und wobei das Beschik-
kermittel (10), die Wendevorrichtungen (17, 18) und
die Auslegerzuführvorrichtung (41) unabhängige
Einrichtungen sind, wobei jede ihre eigenen Befesti-
gungsmittel und Führung umfasst.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass sich die Zuführenden (9) zwischen
den Enden des Auslegers befinden.

3. Vorrichtung nach einem oder mehreren der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 2, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der
Winkel zwischen der Richtung des Beschickers (10)
und der Beförderungsrichtung der Eingabemaschi-
ne zwischen 190° und 260°, vorzugweise zwischen
210° und 240°, beträgt und dass die Wendevorrich-
tung (17, 18) zum Entgegennehmen der Vorderkan-
te des Wäschestücks von dem Beschicker und dann
zum Wenden der Vorderkante des Wäschestücks
um einen Winkel entsprechend dem obigen Intervall
ausgelegt ist, und dass die Vorderkante nachfolgen-
de von der Auslegerzuführvorrichtung entgegenge-
nommen ist.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der Beschicker (10) zwei parallele
Förderbänder (11, 12) umfasst, die synchron laufen.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Wendevorrichtung (17, 18) ein
Paar von voneinander unabhängig arbeitenden
Pressen (20) umfasst.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Auslegerzuführvorrichtung (41)
eine Kipppressvorrichtung (42) mit einem Paar von
Pressen (46), das Wäschestücke von der einen
Wendevorrichtung (17) zuverlässig pressen kann,
und einem weiteren Paar Pressen, das Wäschestük-
ke von der zweiten Wendevorrichtung (18) zuverläs-
sig pressen kann, umfasst.

7. Vorrichtung nach einem oder mehreren der vorher-
gehenden Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass ein Führungsmittel (13) in Verbindung mit dem
Beschicker (10) mit einer in der Verlängerung von
und in der gleichen Richtung wie die Beförderungs-
richtung des Beschickers ausgerichteten Ausdeh-
nung ausgelegt ist, wobei das Wäschestück durch
das Umsetzen des Wäschestücks durch die Wen-
devorrichtung (17, 18) von dem Beschicker zu dem
Ausleger über das Führungsmittel (13) befördert
wird und wodurch vermieden wird, dass vor dem Um-
setzen des Wäschestücks zu der Auslegerzuführ-
vorrichtung (41) unvorteilhafte Falten an dem Wä-
schestück verursacht werden.

8. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 bis 7, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die Wendevorrichtungen der-
art angeordnet sind, dass sie die gerade ausgerich-
tete  Vorderkante des Wäschestücks aus der zwei-
ten Position mit einer im Wesentlichen horizontalen
Bewegung in die dritte Position drehen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif permettant l’introduction de pièces de tissu
essentiellement rectangulaires dans un dispositif
d’alimentation, comprenant un bras (40) s’étendant
transversalement à la direction de transport du dis-
positif d’alimentation, et dans lequel le bras (40)
comprend un bras transporteur (41) configuré pour
transporter la pièce de tissu à travers le bras dans
la direction longitudinale de celui-ci, ledit dispositif
d’alimentation ayant, à une première extrémité du
bras, un transporteur d’alimentation (10) destiné à
recevoir, à une extrémité d’alimentation (9) du trans-
porteur d’alimentation (10), un bord avant redressé
de la pièce de tissu et à transférer la pièce de tissu
de celui-ci au bras transporteur, l’extrémité d’alimen-
tation (9) étant placée dans une position située à
l’avant du bras (40) selon la direction de transport
du dispositif d’alimentation, caractérisé en ce que
et en ce qu’un transporteur d’alimentation (10) est
placé aux deux extrémités du bras (40), et en ce
qu’un dispositif de retournement (17, 18) séparé est
prévu entre le bras transporteur (41) et l’extrémité
du chaque transporteur d’alimentation (10) opposée
à l’extrémité d’alimentation (9) pour retourner la piè-
ce de tissu et la transférer du transporteur d’alimen-
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tation (10) au bras transporteur (41), les moyens
transporteurs d’alimentation (10), le dispositif de re-
tournement (17, 18) et le bras transporteur (41) étant
des unités indépendantes comprenant chacune
leurs moyens de fixation et leur guide.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que les extrémités d’alimentation (9) se trouvent
entre les extrémités du bras.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 à 2, caractérisé
en ce que l’angle entre la direction du transporteur
d’alimentation (10) et la direction de transport du dis-
positif d’alimentation est entre 190 ° et 260 °, de pré-
férence entre 210 ° et 240 °, et en ce que le dispositif
de retournement (17, 18) est configuré pour recevoir
le bord avant de la pièce de tissu provenant du trans-
porteur d’alimentation et pour retourner ensuite le
bord avant de la pièce de tissu selon  un angle cor-
respondant à l’intervalle précité, et en ce que le bord
avant est ensuite reçu par le bras transporteur.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que le transporteur d’alimentation (10) comprend
deux courroies transporteuses parallèles (11, 12) qui
fonctionnent de manière synchrone.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que le dispositif de retournement (17, 18) com-
prend une pair d’exprimeurs (20) fonctionnant indé-
pendamment l’un de l’autre.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que le bras transporteur (41) comprend un dis-
positif exprimeur inclinable (42) ayant une première
paire d’exprimeurs (46) capables d’exprimer ferme-
ment des pièces de tissu du premier dispositif de
retournement (17) et une autre paire d’exprimeurs
capables d’exprimer fermement des pièces de tissu
du deuxième dispositif de retournement (18).

7. Dispositif selon une ou plusieurs des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que des moyens
de guidage (13) sont configurés en liaison avec le
transporteur d’alimentation (10), ayant une étendue
orientée dans le prolongement de la direction de
transport du transporteur d’alimentation et dans la
même direction de transport que celle-ci; moyennant
quoi la pièce de tissu, lors du transfert de la pièce
de tissu par le dispositif de retournement (17, 18) du
transporteur d’alimentation au bras, est transportée
à travers les moyens de guidage (13), ce qui permet
d’éviter la formation malencontreuse de plis sur la
pièce de tissu avant le transfert de la pièce de tissu
au bras transporteur (41).

8. Dispositif selon les revendications 1 à 7, caractérisé
en ce que le dispositif de retournement est agencé

pour retourner ledit bord avant redressé de la  pièce
de tissu à partir de ladite deuxième position à ladite
troisième position avec un déplacement essentielle-
ment horizontal.
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