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(54) RADAR DEVICE AND ANTENNA DEVICE USED IN RADAR DEVICE

(57) A radar includes a transmitter antenna unit that
includes multiple transmitter antennas arranged at first
horizontal distances and first vertical distances from each
other, a receiver antenna unit that includes multiple re-
ceiver antennas arranged at second horizontal distances
and second vertical distances from each other, a trans-
ceiver that transmits transmission signals through the
transmitter antenna unit and receives return signals re-
flected from a target object trough the receiver antenna
unit, and a processing unit that derives information about
the target object by processing the received return sig-
nals.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a radar and an antenna built in the radar.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In general, a radar needs to have high angular resolution to detect or track the distance, speed, and angle of
a target device by transmitting and receiving electronic waves.
[0003] Conventional radars have a structure in which multiple receiver antennas are arrayed to increase angular
resolution. However, a radar having this array needs large-size antennas and a lot of components connected to a
transceiver. Therefore, the overall size of the radar increases
[0004] Prior Art Document 1: Korean Patent Laid-open Publication No. 2019-0058072 (published on May 29, 2019).

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0005] In view of the foregoing, the present disclosure provides a radar with improved angular resolution in horizontal
and vertical directions for long-distance and near-field detection by efficiently arranging multiple transmitter antennas
and multiple receiver antennas. The problems to be solved by the present disclosure are not limited to the above-
described problems. There may be other problems to be solved by the present disclosure.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0006] A first aspect of the present disclosure provides a radar including: a transmitter antenna unit that includes
multiple transmitter antennas arranged at first horizontal distances and first vertical distances from each other; a receiver
antenna unit that includes multiple receiver antennas arranged at second horizontal distances and second vertical
distances from each other; a transceiver that transmits transmission signals through the transmitter antenna unit and
receives return signals reflected from a target object trough the receiver antenna unit; and a processing unit that derives
information about the target object by processing the received return signals.
[0007] A second aspect of the present disclosure provides an antenna built in a radar and including: a transmitter
antenna unit that includes multiple transmitter antennas arranged at first horizontal distances and first vertical distances
from each other; and a receiver antenna unit that includes multiple receiver antennas arranged at second horizontal
distances and second vertical distances from each other.
[0008] The above-described aspects are provided by way of illustration only and should not be construed as liming
the present disclosure. Besides the above-described embodiments, there may be additional embodiments described in
the accompanying drawings and the detailed description.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0009] According to the present disclosure, it is possible to improve angular resolution in horizontal and vertical direc-
tions for long-distance and near-field detection by efficiently arranging multiple transmitter antennas and multiple receiver
antennas.
[0010] Further, according to the present disclosure, the multiple transmitter antennas are arranged at horizontal dis-
tances and vertical distances to have a horizontal offset and a vertical offset, and, thus, it is possible to precisely detect
information about an object in the horizontal and vertical directions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a radar in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the array of multiple transmitter antennas and multiple receiver antennas of an
antenna included in a radar in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 3A to FIG. 3D illustrate an example of detecting horizontal information using the array of antennas accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
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FIG. 4 illustrates an antenna pattern formed by applying non-linear array interpolation in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a chip in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 6 illustrates a signal waveform of a radar in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0012] Hereafter, embodiments will be described in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings so that the
present disclosure may be readily implemented by a person with ordinary skill in the art. However, it is to be noted that
the present disclosure is not limited to the embodiments but can be embodied in various other ways. In the drawings,
parts irrelevant to the description are omitted for the simplicity of explanation, and like reference numerals denote like
parts through the whole document.
[0013] Throughout this document, the term "connected to" may be used to designate a connection or coupling of one
element to another element and includes both an element being "directly connected to" another element and an element
being "electronically connected to" another element via another element. Further, through the whole document, the term
"comprises or includes" and/or "comprising or including" used in the document means that one or more other components,
steps, operation and/or existence or addition of elements are not excluded in addition to the described components,
steps, operation and/or elements unless context dictates otherwise.
[0014] Throughout the whole document, the term "unit" includes a unit implemented by hardware or software and a
unit implemented by both of them. One unit may be implemented by two or more pieces of hardware, and two or more
units may be implemented by one piece of hardware.
[0015] In the present specification, some of operations or functions described as being performed by a device may
be performed by a server connected to the device. Likewise, some of operations or functions described as being performed
by a server may be performed by a device connected to the server.
[0016] Hereinafter, the present disclosure will be explained in detail with reference to the accompanying configuration
views or process flowcharts.
[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a radar 100 in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure. Referring
to FIG. 1, the radar 100 may include an antenna 110, a transceiver 120, a processing unit 130, a virtual receiver antenna
forming unit 140, and an interpolation unit 150.
[0018] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the array of multiple transmitter antennas and multiple receiver antennas of an
antenna included in a radar in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0019] Hereafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will be described with reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.
[0020] The radar 100 may be installed at a specific position of a vehicle and configured to transmit a transmission
signal through the antenna 110, receive a reception signal reflected and returning from a target object around the vehicle,
and detect the presence or absence, position, direction, or size of the target object. The target object detection result
obtained by the radar 100 can be used to accurately control a vehicle system by applying it to the vehicle system that
provides a collision avoidance function for avoiding a collision with a vehicle ahead, a safe lane change function, or the like.
[0021] The antenna 110 is comprised of a transmitter antenna unit 112 that includes multiple transmitter antennas
arranged at first horizontal distances and first vertical distances from each other and a receiver antenna unit 114 that
includes multiple receiver antennas arranged at second horizontal distances and second vertical distances from each
other.
[0022] The transmitter antenna unit 112 may include multiple transmitter antennas that transmit transmission signals
to detect a target object. More specifically, the transmitter antenna unit 112 may be comprised of a first transmitter
antenna group Tx1 and a second transmitter antenna group Tx2 arranged in a diagonal direction at the first horizontal
distances and the first vertical distances, which are one or more times than the first horizontal distances. In another
embodiment, some of the multiple transmitter antennas may be arranged in a non-uniform linear array (NLA).
[0023] The multiple transmitter antennas may be spaced away from each other by the first horizontal distances and
the first vertical distances in a horizontal direction and a vertical direction, respectively, and may have phase differences
in the horizontal direction and the vertical direction. In this case, each of the multiple transmitter antennas can perform
beamforming of transmission signals in the horizontal direction and the vertical direction by a phase shift. Herein, the
beamforming of transmission signals in the horizontal direction can be performed by transmitting the transmission signals
through the multiple transmitter antennas which are spaced away from each other by the first horizontal distances in the
horizontal direction and have a phase difference in the horizontal direction. Also, the beamforming of transmission signals
in the vertical direction can be performed by transmitting the transmission signals through the multiple transmitter antennas
which are spaced away from each other by the first vertical distances in the vertical direction and have a phase difference
in the vertical direction. Further, the multiple transmitter antennas included in the first transmitter antenna group Tx1
and the second transmitter antenna group Tx2 may be spaced away from each other by the first vertical distances, which
are one or more times than the first horizontal distances, to have a vertical offset. In a desirable embodiment, the first
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vertical distances may be two or more times than the first horizontal distances.
[0024] FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a chip in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0025] For example, referring to FIG. 5, the multiple transmitter antennas included in each of the first transmitter
antenna group Tx1 and the second transmitter antenna group Tx2 and connected to multiple chips may compensate
for a phase difference caused by the first horizontal distances in the horizontal direction and a phase difference caused
by the first vertical distances in the vertical direction by a phase shift and then perform beamforming of transmission
signals in the horizontal direction and the vertical direction. In this case, if a binary phase shift is simultaneously applied
to the first transmitter antenna group Tx1 and the second transmitter antenna group Tx2, multi-input multi-output (MIMO)
can be implemented simultaneously. In CDMA-mode MIMO processing, two or more transmitter antennas may operate
simultaneously, and in TDMA-mode MIMO processing, the transmitter antennas may operate at individual timings.
[0026] Both the CDMA mode and the TDMA mode can be applied to the present disclosure, and the MIMO processing
may be performed by applying the CDMA mode to some of the transmitter antennas and the TDMA mode to the other
transmitter antennas.
[0027] For example, when the multiple transmitter antennas transmit transmission signals and the multiple receiver
antennas receive return signals reflected from a target object, it is possible to distinguish which transmitter antenna has
transmitted a transmission signal corresponding to a return signal which has been received through CDMA- or TDMA-
mode MIMO processing.
[0028] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, an antenna structure including transmitter antennas and receiver an-
tennas is constructed using four chips. For example, an antenna structure may be constructed by cascading multiple
chips to enable receiver antennas in the respective chips to receive simultaneously return signals reflected from a target
object.
[0029] The multiple transmitter antennas included in each of the first transmitter antenna group Tx1 and the second
transmitter antenna group Tx2 may be arranged in the diagonal direction at first horizontal distances and first vertical
distances (are one or more times than the first horizontal distances) according to the ratio of 1:1:4:4:3. Herein, if a
reference distance for the first horizontal distances is K, the first horizontal distances may include at least K, 3K and 4K,
and if a reference distance for the first vertical distances is M, the first vertical distances may include at least M, 3M and
4M. In a desirable embodiment, M may be equal to 2K. For example, if the reference distance for the first horizontal
distances is 0.5 lambda and the reference distance for the first vertical distances is 1.0 lambda, M number of transmitter
antennas among the multiple transmitter antennas included in each of the first transmitter antenna group Tx1 and the
second transmitter antenna group Tx2 may be arranged at a first horizontal distance of 0.5 lambda and a first vertical
distance of 1 lambda from each other, N number of transmitter antennas may be arranged at a first horizontal distance
of 2 lambda and a first vertical distance of 4 lambda from each other, and the other one transmitter antenna may be
arranged at a first horizontal distance of 1.5 lambda and a first vertical distance of 3 lambda.
[0030] The multiple transmitter antennas included in the first transmitter antenna group Tx1 and the second transmitter
antenna group Tx2 may have a transmitter antenna beam area from which transmission signals are transmitted in
different vertical and horizontal directions.
[0031] Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 again, the receiver antenna unit 114 may include multiple receiver antennas
that receive signals which have been transmitted from the transmitter antenna unit 112 and then reflected and returned
from the target object. More specifically, the receiver antenna unit 114 may include a first receiver antenna group Rx1
and a second receiver antenna group Rx2 arranged at the second horizontal distances and the second vertical distances,
which are one or more times than the second horizontal distances. In a desirable embodiment, the second vertical
distances may be two or more times than the second horizontal distances. In another embodiment, some of the multiple
receiver antennas may be arranged in a non-uniform linear array (NULA).
[0032] The multiple receiver antennas included in each of the first receiver antenna group Rx1 and the second receiver
antenna group Rx2 may be arranged repeatedly in a diagonal direction at second horizontal distances and second
vertical distances (one or more times than the second horizontal distances) according to the ratio of 1:3:2. Herein, if a
reference distance for the second horizontal distances is K, the second horizontal distances may include at least K, 2K
and 3K, and if a reference distance for the second vertical distances is M, the second vertical distances may include at
least M, 2M and 3M. In a desirable embodiment, M may be equal to 2K. For example, if the reference distance for the
second horizontal distances is 0.5 lambda and the reference distance for the second vertical distances is 1.0 lambda,
first receiver antennas included in each of the first receiver antenna group Rx1 and the second receiver antenna group
Rx2 may be arranged at a second horizontal distance of 0.5 lambda and a second vertical distance of 1.0 lambda from
each other, second receiver antennas may be arranged at a second horizontal distance of 1.5 lambda and a second
vertical distance of 3.0 lambda from each other, third receiver antennas may be arranged at a second horizontal distance
of 1.0 lambda and a second vertical distance of 2.0 lambda from each other, fourth receiver antennas may be arranged
at a second horizontal distance of 0.5 lambda and a second vertical distance of 1.0 lambda from each other, fifth receiver
antennas may be arranged at a second horizontal distance of 1.5 lambda and a second vertical distance of 3.0 lambda
from each other, sixth receiver antennas may be arranged at a second horizontal distance of 1.0 lambda and a second
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vertical distance of 2.0 lambda from each other.
[0033] In the present disclosure, the array of antennas is formed as described above (the transmitter antennas are
arranged according to the distance ratio of 1:1:4:4:3 and the receiver antennas are arranged repeatedly according to
the distance ratio of 1:3:2). Thus, no space is left empty when array interpolation is performed and a grating lobe, which
has a bad effect on the performance of antennas, can be formed far from a main beam or a main lobe. Accordingly, the
horizontal detection resolution or horizontal resolution can be improved. Further, in the present disclosure, a plane array
of virtual receiver antennas can be formed through MIMO processing, and, thus, a stable sidelobe level and an excellent
angular resolution can be provided to the (horizontal/vertical) plane perpendicular to a radial direction.
[0034] In the present disclosure, the antennas are arranged to have three or more horizontal positions and vertical
positions in the horizontal direction and the vertical direction, respectively. Thus, it is possible to distinguish two or more
target objects which are identical to each other in distance and speed and different from each other in azimuth angle
and elevation angle.
[0035] The transceiver 120 may transmit transmission signals through the transmitter antenna unit 112 and receive
return signals reflected from the target object trough the receiver antenna unit 114. For example, the transceiver 120
may quickly transmit transmission signals at a predetermined interval through the transmitter antenna unit 112 by a first
transmission method (e.g., fast-chirp FMCW) as shown in FIG. 6 and may receive return signals reflected from the target
object through the receiver antenna unit 114.
[0036] The processing unit 130 may derive information about the target object by processing the received return
signals. For example, the processing unit 130 may acquire vertical information, such as the height of the target object,
and horizontal information, such as the width of the target object, from the received return signals.
[0037] When MIMO processing is performed through the multiple transmitter antennas arranged at the first horizontal
distances and the first vertical distances from each other, the virtual receiver antenna forming unit 140 may form multiple
virtual receiver antennas arranged in a diagonal direction at the second horizontal distances and the second vertical
distances so as to be in parallel with the multiple transmitter antennas, respectively.
[0038] FIG. 3A to FIG. 3D illustrate an example of detecting horizontal information using the array of antennas ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0039] In FIG. 3A, red dots represent transmitter antennas and blue dots represent receiver antennas. Also, circles
represent antenna arrays interpolated by MIMO processing.
[0040] For example, referring to FIG. 2, FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B together, when the multiple transmitter antennas included
in each of the first transmitter antenna group Tx1 and the second transmitter antenna group Tx2 transmit identical
transmission signals at the same time, receiver antennas configured to receive reception signals reflected and returning
from the target object based on the transmission signals can have the same effect as if they were spatially shifted by
the second horizontal distances and the second vertical distances in the horizontal and vertical directions and received
the identical reception signals. Multiple virtual receiver antennas can be formed at the shifted positions. Accordingly, the
multiple virtual receiver antennas are formed at a receiver end based on the first receiver antenna group Rx1 and the
second receiver antenna group Rx2 including the multiple receiver antennas. Thus, an extended aperture can be secured.
Therefore, it is possible to precisely measure horizontal and vertical information about the target object in a long distance
and also possible to improve the resolution of the horizontal and vertical information. For example, a azimuth angular
resolution can be improved to 1.1 deg and the elevation angular resolution can be improved to 2.2 deg.
[0041] The present disclosure can provide a virtual antenna structure to make a position where a grating lobe occurs
far from the center where the main beam is located, i.e., to suppress the occurrence of a grating lobe.
[0042] FIG. 3D illustrates antennas arranged in a 4D radar using six transceiver chips (RFIC). Referring to FIG. 3D,
the array of antennas in each of the transceiver chips of the 4D radar may be extended. Each of the six transceiver chips
may have a base unit including six transmitter antennas having an NLA structure and eight receiver antennas having a
uniform linear array (ULA) structure. The six transmitter antennas extended from each transceiver chip may be arranged
on a substrate in the vertical and horizontal directions according to the ratio of 1:1:4:4:3 (i.e., 0.5:0.5:2:2:1.5 lambda).
[0043] The eight receiver antennas extended from each transceiver chip have the ULA structure and thus do not have
a grating lobe with a low sidelobe level. Therefore, the safety can be improved.
[0044] The six transmitter antennas can be grouped into three groups and configured in MIMO mode. Herein, red dots
represent transmitter antennas and blue dots represent receiver antennas. Also, circles represent antenna arrays inter-
polated by MIMO processing.
[0045] Accordingly, in the present disclosure, it is possible to improve the measurement resolution for the horizontal
and vertical information about the target object. For example, the azimuth angular resolution can be improved to 1.1
deg and the elevation angular resolution can be improved to 2.2 deg.
[0046] Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 again, when MIMO processing is performed through the multiple transmitter
antennas arranged at the first horizontal distances and the first vertical distances, the virtual receiver antenna forming
unit 140 may form multiple virtual receiver antenna groups arranged in the same vertical and horizontal directions as
the first receiver antenna group Rx1 and the second receiver antenna group Rx2.



EP 3 825 718 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0047] In this case, multiple virtual receiver antennas included in the multiple virtual receiver antenna groups formed
in the same vertical and horizontal directions as the first receiver antenna group Rx1 and the second receiver antenna
group Rx2 may have a horizontal offset at the second horizontal distances and a vertical offset at the second vertical
distances. Accordingly, in the present disclosure, it is possible to estimate an angle of the target object using a phase
difference between the virtual receiver antenna groups formed in the same vertical and horizontal direction as the first
receiver antenna group Rx1 and the second receiver antenna group Rx2 and having the horizontal offset and the vertical
offset.
[0048] When MIMO processing is performed through the multiple transmitter antennas, the virtual receiver antenna
forming unit 140 may form multiple virtual receiver antennas corresponding to multiple transmitter antennas, respectively,
so that the center points of the multiple virtual receiver antennas form a two-dimensional plane.
[0049] The virtual receiver antenna forming unit 140 may form multiple virtual receiver antennas having a horizontal
offset at the second horizontal distances and a vertical offset at the second vertical distances in an antenna pattern
formed into a triangle in Latex at the second horizontal distances and the second vertical distances by applying NLA
interpolation to the multiple receiver antennas.
[0050] The interpolation unit 150 may form an antenna pattern (see FIG. 4) arranged in the form of a triangle in Latex
within a horizontal area and a vertical area corresponding to the multiple receiver antennas and the multiple virtual
receiver antennas by applying the NULA interpolation to the multiple receiver antennas and the multiple virtual receiver
antennas. When the NULA interpolation is applied to the multiple receiver antennas, the maximum radiation aperture
can be obtained with a limited number of receiver channels.
[0051] A two-dimensional synthetic beam pattern of the multiple virtual receiver antennas formed by the virtual receiver
antenna forming unit 140 can be expressed as shown in FIG. 3C.
[0052] Referring to FIG. 3C, the processing unit 130 may generate an angular power spectrum using a steering vector
generated for each channel according to an arrangement of multiple transmitter antennas and multiple receiver antennas.
The steering vector can be generated as in Equation 1. 

[0053] Herein, xn and yn are two-dimensional antenna positions, θ is an azimuth angle and φ is an elevation angle.
[0054] The processing unit 130 can detect an azimuth angle and an elevation angle of the target object based on a
peak point 30 of the generated angular power spectrum.
[0055] The embodiment of the present disclosure can be embodied in a storage medium including instruction codes
executable by a computer such as a program module executed by the computer. A computer-readable medium can be
any usable medium which can be accessed by the computer and includes all volatile/non-volatile and removable/non-
removable media. Further, the computer-readable medium may include all computer storage media. The computer
storage media include all volatile/non-volatile and removable/non-removable media embodied by a certain method or
technology for storing information such as computer-readable instruction code, a data structure, a program module or
other data.
[0056] The above description of the present disclosure is provided for the purpose of illustration, and it would be
understood by a person with ordinary skill in the art that various changes and modifications may be made without
changing technical conception and essential features of the present disclosure. Thus, it is clear that the above-described
examples are illustrative in all aspects and do not limit the present disclosure. For example, each component described
to be of a single type can be implemented in a distributed manner. Likewise, components described to be distributed
can be implemented in a combined manner.
[0057] The scope of the present disclosure is defined by the following claims rather than by the detailed description
of the embodiment. It shall be understood that all modifications and embodiments conceived from the meaning and
scope of the claims and their equivalents are included in the scope of the present disclosure.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0058]

100: Radar
110: Antenna
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112: Transmitter antenna unit
114: Receiver antenna unit
120: Transceiver
130: Processing unit
140: Virtual receiver antenna forming unit
150: Interpolation unit

Claims

1. A radar, comprising:

a transmitter antenna unit that includes multiple transmitter antennas arranged at first horizontal distances and
first vertical distances from each other;
a receiver antenna unit that includes multiple receiver antennas arranged at second horizontal distances and
second vertical distances from each other;
a transceiver that transmits transmission signals through the transmitter antenna unit and receives return signals
reflected from a target object trough the receiver antenna unit; and
a processing unit that derives information about the target object by processing the received return signals.

2. The radar of Claim 1,
wherein the first vertical distances are one or more times than the first horizontal distances, and
the second vertical distances are one or more times than the second horizontal distances.

3. The radar of Claim 2, further comprising:
a virtual receiver antenna forming unit that forms multiple virtual receiver antennas arranged at the second horizontal
distances and the second vertical distances and corresponding to the multiple transmitter antennas, respectively,
when multi-input multi-output processing (MIMO) is performed through the multiple transmitter antennas arranged
at the first horizontal distances and the first vertical distances.

4. The radar of Claim 3,
wherein if a reference distance for the first horizontal distances is K, the first horizontal distances include at least
K, 3K and 4K, and
if a reference distance for the first vertical distances is M, the first vertical distances include at least M, 3M and 4M.

5. The radar of Claim 4,
wherein if a reference distance for the second horizontal distances is K, the second horizontal distances include at
least K, 2K and 3K, and
if a reference distance for the second vertical distances is M, the second vertical distances include at least 1M, 2M
and 3M.

6. The radar of Claim 5, further comprising:
an interpolation unit that forms an antenna pattern arranged in a form of a triangle in Latex within a horizontal area
and a vertical area corresponding to the multiple receiver antennas and the multiple virtual receiver antennas by
applying non-uniform linear array (NLA) interpolation to the multiple receiver antennas and the multiple virtual
receiver antennas.

7. The radar of Claim 6,
wherein the processing unit generates an angular power spectrum using a steering vector generated for each
channel according to an arrangement of the multiple transmitter antennas and the multiple receiver antennas, and
the processing unit detects an azimuth angle and an elevation angle of the target object based on a peak point of
the generated angular power spectrum.

8. An antenna built in a radar, comprising:

a transmitter antenna unit that includes multiple transmitter antennas arranged at first horizontal distances and
first vertical distances from each other; and
a receiver antenna unit that includes multiple receiver antennas arranged at second horizontal distances and
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second vertical distances from each other.
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