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(54) Angle measuring method and angle measuring system

(57) The invention relates to an angle measuring sys-
tem comprising relative angle detecting means including
a reference support whose rotation is regulated within a
fixed range and a driving rotating body which is axially
supported in a rotatable manner with respect to the ref-
erence support, the relative angle detecting means being
configured to detect a relative rotation angle of the rotat-
ing body with respect to the reference support; and optical
angle detecting means which is separated from the ro-
tating body and the reference support and configured to
optically detect a rotation angle of the reference support.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an angle meas-
uring method and an angle measuring system, which can
be suitably used in a technical field that requires accurate
measurement of the rotation angle of a rotor.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] In order to accurately measure indexing accu-
racy of a rotor in a machine tool or the like, an angle
measuring method using a polygon mirror and an auto-
collimator (hereinafter referred to as a "polygon mirror
method") or an angle measuring method using a Hirth
coupling and a laser interferometer (hereinafter referred
to as a "Hirth coupling method") has conventionally been
performed.
[0003] The polygon mirror method includes measuring
a difference between the rotation angle of an object to
be measured on which a polygon mirror is mounted and
the angle of the polygon mirror by a high-accuracy auto-
collimator.
[0004] The Hirth coupling method includes rotating an
object to be measured to which a Hirth coupling is at-
tached to be a predetermined target angular displace-
ment, counter-rotating the Hirth coupling by an amount
corresponding to the target angular displacement after
decoupling the Hirth coupling, and comparing the sum
of the counter-angular displacement of the Hirth coupling
and an angular displacement from a reference position
which is measured by a laser interferometer with the tar-
get angular displacement of the object to be measured
(Japanese National Publication of International Patent
Application No. 1994-502727).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] However, the conventional angle measuring
techniques suffer from the disadvantages of longer
measurement and the difficulty of improving measure-
ment accuracy.
[0006] In the polygon mirror method, measurement is
repeated while the phase angle between the angle of the
polygon mirror and that of an object to be measured is
varied. Indexing is manually performed by an operator,
which requires a measurer to continue measurement
work under tension for a long time without a break. Ad-
ditionally, because of low resolution and the difficulty of
keeping an apparatus stable for a long time, there is a
limitation to improvement in measurement accuracy.
[0007] The Hirth coupling method requires the oscillat-
ing operation of rotating an object to be measured to a
target angular displacement and then returning a reflect-
ing mirror of a laser interferometer to the original position

by counter-rotating the Hirth coupling by an amount cor-
responding to the target angular displacement, which re-
sults in longer overall measurement time. Additionally,
since the accuracy of angle measurement depends on
the resolution of gear teeth of the Hirth coupling, and a
transmission error occurs in the gear teeth of the Hirth
coupling when forward rotation and reverse rotation are
repeated, there is a limitation to improvement in meas-
urement accuracy.
[0008] A rotary encoder is known as a device which
detects a rotation angle. Although a rotary encoder needs
to be attached to a rotating shaft of an object to be meas-
ured with high accuracy in order to bring measurement
accuracy within a tolerable range, actual high-accuracy
attachment of a rotary encoder is not very easy. This
hinders utilization of a rotary encoder.
[0009] The present invention has been made in con-
sideration of the above-described circumstances, and
aims to provide an angle measuring method and an angle
measuring apparatus capable of measuring a rotation
angle with high accuracy in a short time.
[0010] In order to achieve the above-described object,
according to the present invention, there is provided an
angle measuring method using a rotary encoder includ-
ing a body section, a rotating shaft which is freely rotat-
able with respect to the body section, a code section at-
tached to the rotating shaft, and a read section fixed to
the body section which reads a code of the code section,
the angle measuring method comprising: regulating a
displacement of a body section of the rotary encoder in
a plane orthogonal to a rotating shaft of the rotary encoder
within a fixed allowance range so as to tolerate eccen-
tricity between a rotating shaft of an object to be meas-
ured which is rotationally driven and a rotating shaft of
the rotary encoder attached to the rotating shaft of the
object to be measured; measuring a rotation angle of the
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder based on a code read
by the read section of the rotary encoder; detecting a
changed angle of the body section of the rotary encoder,
the changed angle being an angle changed from a time
point when measurement of the rotation angle of the ro-
tating shaft of the rotary encoder is started; and correcting
the rotation angle measured using the rotary encoder
based on the detected changed angle of the body section
of the rotary encoder. With this configuration, a meas-
urement value from the rotary encoder is corrected with
a changed angle of the body section of the rotary encod-
er. The rotation angle can thus be measured with higher
accuracy in a shorter time than a conventional angle
measuring technique using the polygon mirror method
or the Hirth coupling method. Additionally, a tolerable
range for the amount of eccentricity between the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder and the rotating shaft of the
object to be measured can be made broader than a tol-
erable range specified for the rotary encoder, which
makes attachment of the rotary encoder to the object to
be measured much easier. That is, according to the
present invention, rotation angle measurement can be
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performed with high accuracy in a short time using a ro-
tary encoder, which contributes greatly to an increase in
the production capacity of a machine tool or the like.
[0011] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, in the method, the regulating of displacement of the
body section of the rotary encoder within the fixed allow-
ance range is performed using a jig which locks the body
section of the rotary encoder while tolerating the dis-
placement of the body section of the rotary encoder within
the fixed allowance range.
[0012] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the method further comprising urging the body sec-
tion of the rotary encoder in a gravity direction using a
weight is attached to the body section of the rotary en-
coder.
[0013] Further, according to the present invention,
there is also provided an angle measuring method using
a rotary encoder including a body section, a rotating shaft
which is freely rotatable with respect to the body section,
a code section attached to the rotating shaft, and a read
section fixed to the body section which reads a code of
the code section, the angle measuring method compris-
ing: regulating a displacement of a body section of the
rotary encoder in a plane orthogonal to a rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder within a fixed allowance range so
as to tolerate eccentricity between a rotating shaft of an
object to be measured which is rotationally driven and a
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder attached to the rotat-
ing shaft of the object to be measured; measuring a ro-
tation angle of the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder
based on a code read by the read section of the rotary
encoder; detecting a changed angle of the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder, the changed angle being an angle
changed from a time point when measurement of the
rotation angle of the body section of the rotary encoder
is started; and correcting the rotation angle measured
using the rotary encoder based on the detected changed
angle of the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder. With this
configuration, a measurement value from the rotary en-
coder is corrected with a changed angle of the body sec-
tion of the rotary encoder. The rotation angle can thus
be measured with higher accuracy in a shorter time than
a conventional angle measuring technique using the pol-
ygon mirror method or the Hirth coupling method. Addi-
tionally, a tolerable range for the amount of eccentricity
between the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder and the
rotating shaft of the object to be measured can be made
broader than a tolerable range specified for the rotary
encoder, which makes attachment of the rotary encoder
to the object to be measured much easier. That is, ac-
cording to the present invention, rotation angle measure-
ment can be performed with high accuracy in a short time
using a rotary encoder, which contributes greatly to an
increase in the production capacity of a machine tool or
the like.
[0014] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, in the method, the regulating of displacement of the
body section of the rotary encoder within the fixed allow-

ance range is performed using a jig which locks the ro-
tating shaft of the rotary encoder while tolerating the dis-
placement of the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder with-
in the fixed allowance range.
[0015] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the method further comprising urging the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder in a gravity direction using a
weight attached to the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder.
[0016] According to the present invention, there is also
provided an angle measuring system comprising: a rotary
encoder including a body section, a rotating shaft which
is freely rotatable with respect to the body section, the
rotating shaft being attached to an object to be measured
which is rotationally driven, a code section attached to
the rotating shaft, and a read section fixed to the body
section which reads a code of the code section; a regu-
lation member which regulates displacement of the body
section of the rotary encoder in a plane orthogonal to the
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder to within a fixed al-
lowance range so as to tolerate eccentricity of the rotating
shaft of the object to be measured from the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder; a non-contact angle detecting de-
vice which detects, in a non-contact manner, a changed
angle of the body section of the rotary encoder, the
changed angle being an angle changed from a time point
when measurement of the rotation angle of the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder is started; and a correction
device which corrects a rotation angle corresponding to
a code read by the read section of the rotary encoder on
the basis of the changed angle of the body section of the
rotary encoder detected by the non-contact angle detect-
ing device.
[0017] In one aspect of the present invention, the reg-
ulation member includes a jig which locks the body sec-
tion of the rotary encoder while tolerating the displace-
ment of the body section of the rotary encoder within the
fixed allowance range.
[0018] In one aspect of the present invention, the reg-
ulation member includes a weight which is attached to
the body section of the rotary encoder to urge the body
section of the rotary encoder in a gravity direction.
[0019] According to the present invention, there is also
provided an angle measuring system comprising: a rotary
encoder including a body section, a rotating shaft which
is freely rotatable with respect to the body section, the
rotating shaft being attached to an object to be measured
which is rotationally driven, a code section attached to
the rotating shaft, and a read section fixed to the body
section which reads a code of the code section; a regu-
lation member which regulates displacement of the ro-
tating shaft of the rotary encoder in a plane orthogonal
to the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder to within a fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentricity between
the rotating shaft of the object to be measured and the
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder; a non-contact angle
detecting device which detects, in a non-contact manner,
a changed angle of the rotating shaft of the rotary encod-
er, the changed angle being an angle changed from a
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time point when measurement of the rotation angle of
the body section of the rotary encoder is started; and a
correction device which corrects a rotation angle corre-
sponding to a code read by the read section of the rotary
encoder on the basis of the changed angle of the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder detected by the non-contact
angle detecting device.
[0020] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the regulation member includes a jig which locks
the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder while tolerating
the displacement of the rotating shaft of the rotary en-
coder within the fixed allowance range.
[0021] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the regulation member includes a weight which is
attached to the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder to urge
the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder in a gravity direc-
tion.
[0022] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the non-contact angle detecting device includes first
and second reflector elements set on the plane orthog-
onal to the rotating shaft of a part of the rotary encoder
which is regulated by the regulation member, a laser light
source, an interference optical system which splits a light
beam emitted from the laser light source into a first light
beam heading toward the first reflector element and a
second light beam heading toward the second reflector
element and causing a first reflected light beam reflected
from the first reflector element and a second reflected
light beam reflected from the second reflector element
to interfere with each other, a phase difference detecting
device which detects a phase difference between the first
reflected light beam and the second reflected light beam
caused by the interference optical system to interfere with
each other, and an inclination angle calculating device
which calculates an inclination angle of a straight line
connecting corresponding points of the first reflector el-
ement and second reflector element on the basis of the
phase difference between the first reflected light beam
and the second reflected light beam detected by the
phase difference detecting device and a difference in po-
sition between the first reflector element and the second
reflector element.
[0023] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the correction device figures out the sum of the ro-
tation angle corresponding to the code read by the read
section of the rotary encoder and the inclination angle
calculated by the inclination angle calculating device.
[0024] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the non-contact angle detecting device performs at
least one of static measurement, in which the rotation
angle is detected when rotation of the rotating shaft of
the object to be measured is stopped, and dynamic meas-
urement, in which the rotation angle is detected while the
rotating shaft of the object to be measured is rotating.
[0025] The present invention allows measurement of
a rotation angle with higher accuracy in a shorter time
than the prior art. The present invention also makes at-
tachment of a rotary encoder to an object to be measured

much easier.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026]

Fig. 1 is a view of the overall configuration of an ex-
ample of an angle measuring system according to a
first embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a side view showing how a rotating shaft of
a rotary encoder is attached to an object to be meas-
ured which is rotationally attached;
Fig. 3 is a front view showing how the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder is attached to the object to be
measured which is rotationally attached;
Fig. 4 is a side view showing how an interference
unit of a non-contact angle detecting device is ar-
ranged to directly confront corner cube prisms;
Fig. 5 is a front view showing how the interference
unit of the non-contact angle detecting device is ar-
ranged to directly confront the corner cube prisms;
Fig. 6 is a front view showing an example of a case
where displacement of an encoder body is regulated
by a weight;
Fig. 7 is a side view showing a case where the object
to be measured is arranged along a horizontal direc-
tion;
Fig. 8 is an explanatory view used to describe an
angle to be detected by the non-contact angle de-
tecting device;
Fig. 9 is a view of the overall configuration of an ex-
ample of an angle measuring system according to a
second embodiment; and
Fig. 10 is a side view showing how an encoder body
is attached to an object to be measured which is
rotationally driven.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0027] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
[0028] Fig. 1 is a view of the overall configuration of an
example of an angle measuring system according to a
first embodiment.
[0029] An angle measuring system 100 shown in Fig.
1 measures, using a rotary encoder 2, the rotation angle
of a rotating shaft 1a of an object 1 to be measured which
is rotationally driven. The rotary encoder 2 includes an
encoder body 2a and a rotating shaft 3 which is freely
rotatable with respect to the encoder body 2a.
[0030] Fig. 2 is a side view showing how the rotating
shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is attached to the rotating
shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured, and Fig. 3 is a
front view thereof.
[0031] As shown in Fig. 2, a disc-like encoder 14 (code
section) is attached to the rotating shaft 3 inside the en-
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coder body 2a. Graduations (codes) are marked on the
entire circumference about the rotating shaft 3 of the en-
coder 14. The encoder 14 may be of the incremental type
or of the absolute type. An encoder read head 13 (read
section) which reads a graduation of the encoder 14 is
fixed to the encoder body 2a. The encoder read head 13
outputs a pulse signal (rotation angle signal) correspond-
ing to a read graduation of the encoder 14. That is, a
pulse signal corresponding to a variation in the rotation
angle of the encoder body 2a relative to the rotating shaft
3 is generated by the rotary encoder 2. Note that the
encoder body 2a may be of the coupling-containing type.
[0032] The rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is
attached to the encoder body 2a via a bearing 15 which
is composed of, for example, a ball bearing. In the present
embodiment, the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2
is removably attached to the rotating shaft 1a of the object
1 to be measured. After the attachment, the rotating shaft
3 is freely rotatable with respect to the encoder body 2a
via the bearing 15. For this reason, even if the rotating
shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured rotates, a cable
16 which is connected to the rotary encoder body 2a does
not twine around the object 1 to be measured. The rotat-
ing shaft 3 according to the present embodiment includes
an attaching section 3a to be attached to the rotating
shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured. The rotating
shaft 3 may be attached to the rotating shaft 1a of the
object 1 to be measured via a special attachment.
[0033] The encoder body 2a according to the present
embodiment is arranged in a state in which motion (dis-
placement) in a plane orthogonal to the rotating shaft 3
(hereinafter referred to as an "orthogonal plane") is tol-
erated within a fixed allowance range so as to tolerate
eccentricity of the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be
measured from the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder
2, as will be described later. A tolerable range for the
amount of eccentricity of the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary
encoder 2 from the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be
measured depends on attachment tolerances of a non-
contact angle detecting device 20 (to be described later).
Accordingly, the tolerable range for the amount of eccen-
tricity is broader than a tolerable range specified for the
rotary encoder 2, which makes attachment of the rotary
encoder 2 to the object 1 to be measured much easier.
Although an axial runout of the object 1 to be measured
does not cause a measurement error, a side runout may
cause a measurement error. A side runout is kept at or
below a specified value which is calculated to suit target
measurement accuracy.
[0034] The non-contact angle detecting device 20 in-
cludes an interference unit 4 (a rectangular prism 5 and
a polarization beam splitter 6), corner cube prisms 7 (7a
and 7b), a laser light source 10, a phase difference de-
tecting head 11, and a data processing device 12. The
non-contact angle detecting device 20 detects, in a non-
contact manner, the inclination angle of the encoder body
2a which is changed from a time point when measure-
ment of the rotation angle of the rotating shaft 3 using

the rotary encoder 2 is started. Note that the rotation an-
gle measurement may be static measurement, in which
the rotation angle is detected when rotation of the rotating
shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured is stopped, or
dynamic measurement, in which the rotation angle is de-
tected while the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be
measured is rotating. In static measurement, for exam-
ple, a time point when rotation is started is a rotation
angle measurement start point. In dynamic measure-
ment, an arbitrary time point during rotation can be set
as a rotation angle measurement start point.
[0035] Fig. 4 is a side view showing how the interfer-
ence unit 4 is arranged, and Fig. 5 is a front view thereof.
[0036] As shown in Fig. 5, the pair of corner cube
prisms 7a and 7b (reflector elements) are set on the or-
thogonal plane (a plane orthogonal to the rotating shaft
3) of the encoder body 2a. The interference unit 4 (inter-
ference optical system) is arranged to directly confront
the pair of corner cube prisms 7a and 7b.
[0037] As shown in Fig. 1, the interference unit 4 in-
cludes the rectangular prism 5 and polarization beam
splitter 6. The interference unit 4 splits a laser light beam
emitted from the laser light source 10 into a first laser
light beam heading toward the first corner cube prism 7a
and a second laser light beam heading toward the second
corner cube prism 7b. The first laser light beam having
passed through the polarization beam splitter 6 directly
strikes the first corner cube prism 7a. The first laser light
beam (first reflected laser light beam) reflected by the
first corner cube prism 7a returns directly to the polari-
zation beam splitter 6. The second laser light beam re-
flected at right angles by the polarization beam splitter 6
is further reflected at a right angle by the rectangular
prism 5 and strikes the second corner cube prism 7b.
The second laser light beam (second reflected light
beam) reflected by the second corner cube prism 7b is
reflected at right angles by the rectangular prism 5 and
returns to the polarization beam splitter 6. That is, the
interference unit 4 causes the first and second laser light
beams parallel to each other to strike the first and second
corner cube prisms 7a and 7b, respectively, and causes
the first and second reflected light beams that are reflect-
ed from the first and second corner cube prisms 7a and
7b and return to interfere with each other. Accordingly,
interference fringes are generated from the first and sec-
ond reflected light beams with different optical path
lengths by the interference unit 4.
[0038] The polarization beam splitter 6 is arranged
such that a part (the first laser light beam) of the laser
light beam emitted from the laser light source 10 passes
through the polarization beam splitter 6 to perpendicu-
larly strike an entrance surface of the first corner cube
prism 7a. The rectangular prism 5 is arranged such that
the second laser light beam having passed through the
rectangular prism 5 is parallel to the first laser light beam.
[0039] The phase difference detecting head 11 (phase
difference detecting device) receives interfering light
which is composed of the first reflected light beam and
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second reflected light beam with the different optical path
lengths and detects the phase difference between the
reflected light beams (the first and second reflected light
beams) from the first and second corner cube prisms 7a
and 7b. In the present embodiment, the optical length
difference (phase difference) between the length of the
optical path of the first laser light beam (solid lines in Fig.
1) and that of the optical path of the second laser light
beam (dotted lines in Fig. 1) is detected by counting the
interference fringes.
[0040] Note that when the interference unit 4 directly
confronts the corner cube prisms 7a and 7b, even if the
corner cube prisms 7a and 7b move by about 1 mm in
each of all of directions orthogonal to a laser light beam,
a reduction in the amplitude of an interference signal
measured by the phase difference detecting head 11 can
be brought within a tolerable range. A tolerable range for
the positional deviation depends on the beam diameter
of the laser light source 10, the performance of the phase
difference detecting head 11, and the like. The tolerable
range for a positional displacement of each corner cube
prism 7a or 7b is a tolerable range for the amount of
eccentricity of the rotating shaft 1a from the rotating shaft
3, which makes attachment of the rotary encoder 2 much
easier.
[0041] For example, a He-Ne laser is used as the laser
light source 10. Even without wavelength stabilization,
measurement accuracy is not much affected. Use of op-
tical fibers for coupling the laser light source 10 and the
interference unit 4 makes attachment work very easy.
The phase difference detecting head 11 may adopt fringe
counting technology (system) using a Michelson interfer-
ometer or heterodyne technology (system). If heterodyne
technology is adopted, the laser light source 10 needs
to emit orthogonally polarized two-frequency light. For
example, a Zeeman laser or an AOM (acoustooptic ele-
ment) is used.
[0042] The data processing device 12 includes a com-
puter device such as a personal computer.
[0043] The rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be meas-
ured is rotationally driven using a drive device (not
shown) (e.g., a motor). A pulse signal (rotation angle sig-
nal) outputted from the rotary encoder 2 is sent to a ro-
tation angle detecting section 9 via the cable 16. The
rotation angle detecting section 9 converts the pulse sig-
nal into a rotation angle (hereinafter designated by ref-
erence characters "θ1") and sends the rotation angle θ1
to the data processing device 12. A phase difference sig-
nal indicating a phase difference (optical path length dif-
ference) between the first laser light beam and the sec-
ond laser light beam outputted from the phase difference
detecting head 11 is sent to the data processing device
12 via a cable 21. The data processing device 12 con-
stitutes a part (inclination angle calculating device) of the
non-contact angle detecting device 20 and calculates an
inclination angle (hereinafter designated by reference
characters "θ2") of a straight line 70 connecting a vertex
70a of the first corner cube prism 7a and a vertex 70b of

the second corner cube prism 7b as shown in Fig. 8 using
a trigonometric function on the basis of the phase differ-
ence signal outputted from the phase difference detect-
ing head 11 and the difference in position (interval) be-
tween a vertex of the first corner cube prism 7a and a
vertex of the second corner cube prism 7b. The inclination
angle θ2 obtained from the non-contact angle detecting
device 20 has a higher resolution (a smaller resolution
pitch) than the rotation angle θ1 obtained from the rotary
encoder 2 and rotation angle detecting section 9.
[0044] The data processing device 12 corrects the ro-
tation angle θ1 (the rotation angle of the encoder body
2a relative to the rotating shaft 3) on the basis of the
inclination angle θ2 (the inclination angle of a part of the
rotary encoder 2 whose motion is regulated). That is, the
data processing device 12 corrects the rotation angle θ1
that is measured using the rotary encoder 2 on the basis
of the inclination angle θ2 of the straight line connecting
the corresponding points of the corner cube prisms 7a
and 7b. The data processing device 12 according to the
present embodiment corrects the rotation angle θ1 by
figuring out the sum of the angles θ1 and θ2 (θ1 + θ2).
[0045] A specific example of a regulation member will
be described.
[0046] In the example shown in Figs. 1 and 5, motion
of the encoder body 2a is regulated by a rotation stopping
jig 8. In the rotation stopping jig 8, locking tabs 8a and
8b lock an extending rod 2b which is provided at the en-
coder body 2a. The width of a gap between the two lock-
ing tabs 8a and 8b corresponds to the tolerable range
for the amount of eccentricity. With this configuration,
motion of the encoder body 2a is regulated to at least
within a measurable range for the non-contact angle de-
tecting device 20.
[0047] In static measurement at measurement points,
variations in measurement value from the rotary encoder
2 and non-contact angle detecting device 20 are required
to be kept sufficiently smaller than required for target
measurement accuracy. Static measurement is often
performed at the time of measurement of indexing accu-
racy. In this case, the measurement is performed while
rotation and suspension of rotation of the object to be
measured are repeated for each fixed angle. In meas-
urement value acquisition, measurement values are as-
sumed to be sufficiently stable to the target measurement
accuracy. The rotational speed of the object 1 to be meas-
ured depends especially on the performance of the rotary
encoder 2 and non-contact angle detecting device 20,
and measurement can be generally performed during
high-speed rotation. Similarly, the measurement solution
is generally more excellent than the method using a pol-
ygon mirror and an autocollimator (polygon mirror meth-
od), the method using a Hirth coupling and a laser inter-
ferometer (Hirth coupling method), and the like.
[0048] Note that if the performance of the bearing 15
is excellent, and the encoder body 2a is not made to
rotate by rotation of the object 1 to be measured, the
rotation stopping jig 8 may be omitted. That is, the bearing
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15 itself can function as a regulation member which reg-
ulates motion of the encoder body 2a, depending on the
performance of the bearing 15.
[0049] Fig. 6 is a front view showing a case where mo-
tion of the encoder body 2a is regulated by a weight 17.
As shown in Fig. 6, the weight 17 is attached to the en-
coder body 2a and is hanged down in a gravity direction.
The encoder body 2a is urged in the gravity direction by
the weight 17, and motion of the encoder body 2a is reg-
ulated to within the fixed allowance range.
[0050] Fig. 7 is a side view showing a case where the
object 1 to be measured is arranged along a horizontal
direction.
[0051] If the rotation stopping jig 8 is weakly magnet-
ized, the position of the encoder body 2a is easier to
settle, and the measurement is easier. This case is es-
pecially effective in the case in Fig. 7 where the object 1
to be measured is horizontally arranged.
[0052] Note that although Figs. 1 and 7 and the like
show cases using the rotation stopping jig 8, and Fig. 6
shows a case using the weight 17, both may be used as
regulation members. Alternatively, any other regulation
member (e.g., a magnetic body which regulates motion
by magnetic force) may be used.
[0053] As described above, in an angle measuring
method according to the first embodiment, the rotating
shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is attached to the rotating
shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured that is rotationally
driven, motion (displacement) of the rotary encoder body
2a in the orthogonal plane orthogonal to the rotating shaft
3 of the rotary encoder 2 is regulated to within the fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentricity of the ro-
tating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured from the
rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2. The rotation angle
θ1 of the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is de-
tected (measured) on the basis of a code read by the
encoder read head 13, and the inclination angle θ2 of the
encoder body 2a changed from a time point when meas-
urement of the rotation angle of the rotating shaft 3 of the
rotary encoder 2 is started is detected by the non-contact
angle detecting device 20. The rotation angle θ1 is cor-
rected on the basis of the inclination angle θ2.
[0054] This configuration makes it possible to measure
a rotation angle with high accuracy in a short time. More
specifically, firstly, angle measurement using the rotary
encoder 2 can omit manual work of an operator required
for the conventional polygon mirror method and oscilla-
tion operation involving reverse rotation as in the Hirth
coupling method. This allows not only high-accuracy
measurement but also a reduction in overall measure-
ment time. Secondly, since a measurement value from
the rotary encoder 2 is corrected with a measurement
value from the non-contact angle detecting device 20,
further improved measurement accuracy can be
achieved. Thirdly, since the tolerable range for the
amount of eccentricity of the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary
encoder 2 from the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be
measured can be made broader than the tolerable range

specified for the rotary encoder 2, attachment of the ro-
tary encoder 2 to the object 1 to be measured is much
easier and requires a shorter time. For example, if the
non-contact angle detecting device 20 is not concurrently
used, an attachment accuracy of about 100 mm is re-
quired. If the non-contact angle detecting device 20 of
the laser interferometric type is concurrently used, the
required attachment accuracy can be lowered to about
1 mm, which results in extension of the tolerable range
for the amount of eccentricity.

<Second Embodiment>

[0055] Fig. 9 is a view of the overall configuration of an
example of an angle measuring system according to a
second embodiment. The same components in Fig. 9 as
those of the first embodiment shown in Figs. 1 to 8 are
designated by the same reference numerals. A descrip-
tion of the matters described in the first embodiment will
be omitted, and differences from the first embodiment
will be mainly described below.
[0056] As shown in Fig. 2, the rotating shaft 3 of the
rotary encoder 2 is attached to the rotating shaft 1a of
the object 1 to be measured in the first embodiment. In
contrast, as shown in Fig. 10, an encoder body 2a is
attached to a rotating shaft 1a of an object 1 to be meas-
ured.
[0057] In Fig. 10, an attachment 18 is an intervening
member for attaching the encoder body 2a to the rotating
shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured and protects a
rotating shaft 3 of a rotary encoder 2 such that the rotating
shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is not much affected by
rotation of the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be meas-
ured.
[0058] A rotation stopping jig 8 according to the present
embodiment locks the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary en-
coder 2 while tolerating motion (displacement) of the ro-
tating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 in an orthogonal
plane orthogonal to the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary en-
coder 2 within a fixed allowance range.
[0059] Corner cube prisms 7 (7a and 7b) according to
the present embodiment are attached to the rotating shaft
3 of the rotary encoder 2. Like the first embodiment, the
corner cube prisms 7 are arranged to directly confront
an interference unit 4. Rotational movement of the rotat-
ing shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is detected in a non-
contact manner using the interference unit 4 and a phase
difference detecting head 11.
[0060] Unlike the first embodiment, the load of the en-
coder body 2a is not placed on the rotating shaft 3 in the
present embodiment, and the rotating shaft 3 only needs
to bear the load of the relative light corner cube prisms
7. Therefore, the rotating shaft 3 and a bearing 15 can
be made smaller, and a weight reduction can be
achieved. Accordingly, the configuration of the present
embodiment is more suitable, depending on the mount-
able weight of the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be
measured. On the other hand, care must be taken to
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ensure that a cable connected to the encoder body 2a
does not wind around the rotary encoder 2 when the en-
coder body 2a rotates.
[0061] In the second embodiment, the encoder body
2a is attached to the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to
be measured that is rotationally driven, and motion (dis-
placement) of the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder
2 in the orthogonal plane orthogonal to the rotating shaft
3 of the rotary encoder 2 is regulated to within the fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentricity of the ro-
tating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured from the
rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2. A rotation angle
of the encoder body 2a is detected (measured) on the
basis of the code read by an encoder read head 13, and
an inclination angle of the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary
encoder 2 which is changed from a time point when
measurement of the rotation angle of the encoder body
2a is started is detected by a non-contact angle detecting
device 20. A rotation angle θ1 which is detected (meas-
ured) using the rotary encoder 2 is corrected on the basis
of a changed inclination angle θ2 of the rotating shaft 3
of the rotary encoder 2 detected by the non-contact angle
detecting device 20.
[0062] Note that although the above-described first
and second embodiments have been described in the
context of a case using an optical rotary encoder as a
rotary encoder, another rotary encoder such as a mag-
netic one may be used, of course.
[0063] The first and second embodiments have been
described in the context of a case where a so-called laser
gauge interferometer is used as a non-contact angle de-
tecting device. However, any other detection device can
be employed as long as the device can perform angle
measurement in a non-contact manner with high accu-
racy. For example, an autocollimator or a level may be
used.
[0064] The above-described rotation angle measure-
ment may be dynamic measurement. In an angle meas-
uring method and an angle measuring system according
to the present invention, at least one of static measure-
ment, in which the rotation angle is detected when rota-
tion of the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be measured
is stopped, and dynamic measurement, in which the ro-
tation angle is detected while the rotating shaft 1a of the
object 1 to be measured is rotating, is performed. In dy-
namic measurement, the non-contact angle detecting
device 20 that is used together with the rotary encoder
2 is required to produce an output in real time.
[0065] A case where the rotation angle θ1 is corrected
using only the inclination angle θ2 has been described
as an example in order to simply describe the present
invention. However, the correction may be performed on
the basis of any other measurement value, of course.
That is, the present invention is configured such that the
rotation angle θ1 is corrected on the basis of at least the
inclination angle θ2. For example, the amount of eccen-
tricity of the rotating shaft 1a of the object 1 to be meas-
ured from the rotating shaft 3 of the rotary encoder 2 is

detected, and the rotation angle θ1 is corrected on the
basis of the detected amount of eccentricity and the in-
clination angle θ2.
[0066] An object to be measured is not limited to the
shapes shown in the drawings. For example, the object
to be measured may be in the shape of a disc. A rotating
shaft of an object to be measured to which the rotary
encoder 2 is to be attached need not be a shaft-like one
which is specially formed. For example, a rotation center
of an object to be measured may be set as a rotating
shaft of the object to be measured, and a rotary encoder
may be attached to the rotation center.
[0067] The present invention is not limited to examples
described in the present specification and examples
shown in the drawings. It will be appreciated that various
design changes and improvements may be made without
departing from the spirit of the present invention.

THE FOLLOWING ARE FURTHER EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION:

[0068]

1. An angle measuring method using a rotary encod-
er including a body section, a rotating shaft which is
freely rotatable with respect to the body section, a
code section attached to the rotating shaft, and a
read section fixed to the body section which reads a
code of the code section, the angle measuring meth-
od comprising:

regulating a displacement of a body section of
the rotary encoder in a plane orthogonal to a
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder within a fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentricity
between a rotating shaft of an object to be meas-
ured which is rotationally driven and a rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder attached to the rotat-
ing shaft of the object to be measured;
measuring a rotation angle of the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder based on a code read by
the read section of the rotary encoder;
detecting a changed angle of the body section
of the rotary encoder, the changed angle being
an angle changed from a time point when meas-
urement of the rotation angle of the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder is started; and
correcting the rotation angle measured using the
rotary encoder based on the detected changed
angle of the body section of the rotary encoder.

2. The angle measuring method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein
the regulating of displacement of the body section
of the rotary encoder within the fixed allowance
range is performed using a jig.

3. The angle measuring method according to em-
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bodiment 1 or 2, further comprising
urging the body section of the rotary encoder in a
gravity direction using a weight is attached to the
body section of the rotary encoder.

4. An angle measuring method using a rotary encod-
er including a body section, a rotating shaft which is
freely rotatable with respect to the body section, a
code section attached to the rotating shaft, and a
read section fixed to the body section which reads a
code of the code section, the angle measuring meth-
od comprising:

regulating a displacement of a body section of
the rotary encoder in a plane orthogonal to a
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder within a fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentricity
between a rotating shaft of an object to be meas-
ured which is rotationally driven and a rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder attached to the rotat-
ing shaft of the object to be measured;
measuring a rotation angle of the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder based on a code read by
the read section of the rotary encoder;
detecting a changed angle of the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder, the changed angle being
an angle changed from a time point when meas-
urement of the rotation angle of the body section
of the rotary encoder is started; and
correcting the rotation angle measured using the
rotary encoder based on the detected changed
angle of the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder.

5. The angle measuring method according to em-
bodiment 4, wherein
the regulating of displacement of the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder within the fixed allowance
range is performed using a jig.

6. The angle measuring method according to em-
bodiment 4 or 5, further comprising
urging the rotating shaft of the rotary encoder in a
gravity direction using a weight is attached to the
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder.

7. The angle measuring method according to any
one of embodiments 1 to 6, wherein
the measuring of the rotating angle of the object to
be measured is performed in a state where the ro-
tation of the rotating shaft of the object to be meas-
ured is stopped, or during the rotating shaft of the
object to be measured is rotating.

8. An angle measuring system comprising:

a rotary encoder including:

a body section;

a rotating shaft which is freely rotatable with
respect to the body section, the rotating
shaft being attached to an object to be
measured which is rotationally driven;
a code section attached to the rotating shaft;
and
a read section fixed to the body section
which reads a code of the code section;
a regulation member which regulates a dis-
placement of the body section of the rotary
encoder in a plane orthogonal to the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder to within a fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentric-
ity between a rotating shaft of the object to
be measured and the rotating shaft of the
rotary encoder;
a non-contact angle detecting device which
detects, in a non-contact manner, a
changed angle of the body section of the
rotary encoder, the changed angle being an
angle changed from a time point when
measurement of the rotation angle of the
rotating shaft of the rotary encoder is start-
ed; and
a correction device which corrects a rotation
angle corresponding to a code read by the
read section of the rotary encoder based on
the changed angle of the body section of
the rotary encoder detected by the non-con-
tact angle detecting device.

9. The angle measuring system according to embod-
iment 8, wherein the regulation member includes a
jig which locks the body section of the rotary encoder
while tolerating the displacement of the body section
of the rotary encoder within the fixed allowance
range.

10. The angle measuring system according to em-
bodiment 8 or 9, wherein the regulation member in-
cludes a weight which is attached to the body section
of the rotary encoder to urge the body section of the
rotary encoder in a gravity direction.

11. An angle measuring system comprising:

a rotary encoder including:

a body section;
a rotating shaft which is freely rotatable with
respect to the body section, the rotating
shaft being attached to an object to be
measured which is rotationally driven;
a code section attached to the rotating shaft;
and
a read section fixed to the body section
which reads a code of the code section;
a regulation member which regulates dis-
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placement of the rotating shaft of the rotary
encoder in a plane orthogonal to the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder to within a fixed
allowance range so as to tolerate eccentric-
ity between a rotating shaft of the object to
be measured and the rotating shaft of the
rotary encoder;
a non-contact angle detecting device which
detects, in a non-contact manner, a
changed angle of the rotating shaft of the
rotary encoder, the changed angle being an
angle changed from a time point when
measurement of the rotation angle of the
body section of the rotary encoder is started;
and
a correction device which corrects a rotation
angle corresponding to a code read by the
read section of the rotary encoder based on
the changed angle of the rotating shaft of
the rotary encoder detected by the non-con-
tact angle detecting device.

12. The angle measuring system according to em-
bodiment 11, wherein the regulation member in-
cludes a jig which locks the rotating shaft of the rotary
encoder while tolerating the displacement of the ro-
tating shaft of the rotary encoder within the fixed al-
lowance range.

13. The angle measuring system according to em-
bodiment 11 or 12, wherein the regulation member
includes a weight which is attached to the rotating
shaft of the rotary encoder to urge the rotating shaft
of the rotary encoder in a gravity direction.

14. The angle measuring system according to any
one of embodiments 8 to 13, wherein
the non-contact angle detecting device includes:

first and second reflector elements set on the
plane orthogonal to the rotating shaft in a part
of the rotary encoder which is regulated by the
regulation member;
a laser light source;
an interference optical system which splits a light
beam emitted from the laser light source into a
first light beam heading toward the first reflector
element and a second light beam heading to-
ward the second reflector element and causing
a first reflected light beam reflected from the first
reflector element and a second reflected light
beam reflected from the second reflector ele-
ment to interfere with each other;
a phase difference detecting device which de-
tects a phase difference between the first reflect-
ed light beam and the second reflected light
beam caused by the interference optical system
to interfere with each other; and

an inclination angle calculating device which cal-
culates an inclination angle of a straight line con-
necting corresponding points of the first reflector
element and second reflector element based on
the phase difference between the first reflected
light beam and the second reflected light beam
detected by the phase difference detecting de-
vice and a difference in position between the
first reflector element and the second reflector
element.

15. The angle measuring system according to em-
bodiment 14, wherein the correction device calcu-
lates a sum of the rotation angle corresponding to
the code read by the read section of the rotary en-
coder and the inclination angle calculated by the in-
clination angle calculating device.

16. The angle measuring system according to any
one of embodiments 8 to 15, wherein the non-contact
angle detecting device performs at least one of static
measurement, in which the rotation angle is detected
when rotation of the rotating shaft of the object to be
measured is stopped, and dynamic measurement,
in which the rotation angle is detected while the ro-
tating shaft of the object to be measured is rotating.

Claims

1. An angle measuring system (100) comprising:

relative angle detecting means (2) including a
reference support (2a) whose rotation is regu-
lated within a fixed range and a driving rotating
body (3) which is axially supported in a rotatable
manner with respect to the reference support
(2a), the relative angle detecting means (2) be-
ing configured to detect a relative rotation angle
of the rotating body (3) with respect to the ref-
erence support (2a);
optical angle detecting means (20) which is sep-
arated from the rotating body (3) and the refer-
ence support (2a) and configured to optically de-
tect a rotation angle of the reference support
(2a).

2. The angle measuring system (100) according to
claim 1, wherein the optical angle detecting means
(20) detects the rotation angle of the reference sup-
port (2a) concurrently with the detection of the rela-
tive rotation angle by the relative angle detecting
means (2).

3. The angle measuring system (100) according to
claim 1 or 2, further comprising correction means
(20) configured to correct the rotation angle detected
by the relative angle detecting means (2) based on
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the rotation angle detected by the optical angle de-
tecting means (20).

4. The angle measuring system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the relative angle de-
tecting means (2) is a rotary encoder.

5. The angle measuring system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the optical angle de-
tecting means (20) uses a laser interferometer.

6. The angle measuring system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising
a regulation member (8, 17) configured to regulate
the rotation angle of the reference support (2a) within
a fixed range.

7. The angle measuring system (100) according to
claim 6, wherein the regulation member includes a
weight member (17) which urges a reference posi-
tion of the reference support (2a) vertically down-
ward.

8. The angle measuring system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 7, wherein
the relative angle detecting means (2) is a rotary en-
coder (2),
the reference support (2a) is a body section of the
relative angle detecting means (2), and
the rotating body (3) is a rotating shaft (3) of the rel-
ative angle detecting means (2) which is rotatable
with respect to the body section (2a).

9. The angle measuring system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 8, wherein
the optical angle detecting means (20) is a non-con-
tact angle detecting device (20) configured to detect
the rotation angle of the reference support (2a) in a
non-contact manner.

10. The angle measuring system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 9, wherein
the rotation angle of the reference support (2a) is an
inclination angle of the reference support (2a)
changed from a time point when measurement of
the relative rotation angle is started.

11. An angle measuring method, comprising:

a relative angle detection step of detecting a rel-
ative rotation angle between a reference support
(2a) whose rotation is regulated within a fixed
range and a driving rotating body (3) which is
axially supported in a rotatable manner with re-
spect to the reference support (2a); and
an optical angle detection step of optically de-
tecting a rotation angle of the reference support
(2a) in a manner separated from the rotating

body (3) and the reference support (2a).

12. The angle measuring method according to claim 8,
wherein the optical angle detection step detects the
rotation angle of the reference support (2a) concur-
rently with the detection of the relative rotation angle
in the relative angle detection step.

13. The angle measuring method according to claim 11
or 12, further comprising
a correction step of correcting the rotation angle de-
tected in the relative angle detection step based on
the rotation angle detected in the optical angle de-
tection step.

14. The angle measuring method according to any one
of claims 11 to 13, wherein
the relative angle detection step is performed by a
rotary encoder (2),
the reference support (2a) is a body section (2a) of
the rotary encoder (2), and
the rotating body (3) is a rotating shaft (3) of the rotary
encoder (2) which is rotatable with respect to the
body section (2a).

15. The angle measuring method according to any one
of claims 11 to 14, wherein
the optical angle detection step is performed by a
non-contact angle detecting device (20) configured
to detect the rotation angle of the reference support
(2a) in a non-contact manner, and
the rotation angle of the reference support (2a) is an
inclination angle of the reference support (2a)
changed from a time point when measurement of
the relative rotation angle is started.
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