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(54) SADDLE-TYPE ELECTRIC VEHICLE

(57) A straddle electric vehicle (1) comprises a bat-
tery case (23) accommodating a battery (22) which is an
electric power supply for an electric motor (5); an inverter
which converts DC power stored in the battery (22) into
AC power and supplies the AC power to the electric motor
(5); an air passage (50) through which ram air is guided

to an interior of a battery case (23) and discharges air
from the battery case (23); and a radiator (36) for cooling
a coolant used to cool the inverter (35) using water or oil,
wherein the radiator (36) is placed forward relative to an
air inlet of the air passage (50) or within the air passage
(50).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a straddle ve-
hicle such as an ATV (all terrain vehicle) or a motorcycle,
and a straddle electric vehicle which drives by a driving
power generated by an electric motor.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a straddle electric vehicle which
incorporates as a driving power source an electric motor
activated by electric energy stored in a battery has been
developed. In the straddle electric vehicle, to ensure re-
liability of its operation, it is necessary to control the tem-
peratures of electric components such as an electric mo-
tor, an inverter, and a battery. To this end, regarding the
straddle electric vehicle, it is proposed that ram air be
guided to the interior of a battery case accommodating
the battery to cool the battery using air, and an air outlet
provided in the battery case faces the inverter to directly
apply the air discharged from the battery case to the in-
verter (see e.g., Patent Literature 1).

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Application Publication No. 2001-114173

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] It is demanded that the battery be cooled with
the air while avoiding a situation in which a moisture con-
tained in the ram air enters the battery case, and thereby
a problem arises in the battery and an electric circuit con-
nected to the battery. A straddle electric vehicle of a sport
type intended to attain a high motion capability, is re-
quired to provide an output and an instantaneous force
which are greater than those of a conventional electric
vehicle. Therefore, it is necessary to increase a current
supplied to the electric motor. Under the circumstances,
the inverter is likely to be cooled insufficiently only by the
ram air and the air discharged from the battery case.
[0005] Accordingly, an object of the present invention
is to provide a straddle electric vehicle which is capable
of cooling a battery and other electric components with
a simple structure and suitably suppressing occurrence
of a problem in the battery or the like.

Solution to Problem

[0006] The present invention has been developed to
achieve the above object. According to the present in-

vention, there is provided a straddle electric vehicle which
drives by a driving power generated by an electric motor,
comprising: a battery case accommodating a battery
which is an electric power supply for the electric motor;
an inverter which converts DC power stored in the battery
into AC power and supplies the AC power to the electric
motor; an air passage through which ram air is guided to
an interior of the battery case and discharges air from
the battery case; and a radiator for cooling a coolant used
to cool the inverter or the electric motor using water or
oil, wherein the radiator is placed forward relative to an
air inlet of the air passage or within the air passage.
[0007] In accordance with this configuration, since the
electric motor or the inverter is cooled with water or oil,
the electric motor or the inverter is cooled more effec-
tively. In contrast, the battery is cooled with air. Therefore,
it becomes possible to avoid that the cooling system
mounted in the straddle electric vehicle becomes com-
plex in configuration and increases in size. The radiator
for cooling the coolant for the inverter is placed within the
air passage through which the air flows or forward relative
to the air inlet within the air passage. Since this air is the
ram air, the coolant can be cooled well.
[0008] The radiator may be placed upstream of the bat-
tery case within the air passage.
[0009] In accordance with this configuration, the ram
air is blown into the radiator, and therefore the coolant
can be cooled well. In addition, the radiator serves as a
filter to separate a moisture from the ram air moving to-
ward the battery case. Therefore, without a need to de-
sign a member constituting the air passage toward the
battery case so that it has a very intricate shape, it be-
comes possible to reduce a possibility of ingress of a
moisture into the battery case. Furthermore, the radiator
can be protected from the outside by the member con-
stituting the air passage.
[0010] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise an
air box which is attached to an upper portion of the battery
case and constitutes a portion of the air passage, wherein
an upper portion of the air box may be openable and
closable, and the radiator may be placed inside the air
box.
[0011] In accordance with this configuration, the cool-
ant can be cooled by utilizing air for cooling the battery,
and maintenance work for the radiator can be carried out
more easily. In addition, the radiator can be protected
from the outside by the air box.
[0012] The air passage may have an extended section
which is extended downward, the radiator may be placed
in the extended section, and the extended section may
be provided with a drain hole at a lower end of the ex-
tended section.
[0013] In accordance with this configuration, the ex-
tended section can capture moisture. In association with
the filtering effect of the radiator, a water separation ca-
pability can be further enhanced. The drain port provided
at the lower end of the extended section can prevent
moisture captured in the extended section from flowing
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to a downstream side.
[0014] The radiator may be placed downstream of the
battery case within the air passage.
[0015] In accordance with this configuration, the bat-
tery can be cooled more effectively while cooling the cool-
ant by utilizing air for cooling the battery. In addition, the
radiator can be protected from outside by the member
constituting the air passage.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0016] As should be appreciated from the above, in
accordance with the present invention, it becomes pos-
sible to cool a battery and other electric components with
a simple structure and suitably suppress the occurrence
of problems in the battery or the like. The above and
further objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will more fully be apparent from the following
detailed description of preferred embodiments with ac-
companying drawings.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0017]

[Fig.1] Fig. 1 is a right side view of an electric motor-
cycle which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a conceptual view showing a con-
figuration of a cooling system in the electric motor-
cycle of Fig. 1.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a battery
case and an air box of Fig. 1.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a battery
case and an air box of an electric motorcycle which
is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according
to Embodiment 2 of the present invention.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a battery
case and an air box of an electric motorcycle which
is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according
to Embodiment 3 of the present invention.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a battery
case and an air box of an electric motorcycle which
is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according
to Embodiment 4 of the present invention.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a right side view of an electric mo-
torcycle which is an exemplary straddle electric ve-
hicle according to Embodiment 5 of the present in-
vention.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a right side view of an electric mo-
torcycle which is an exemplary straddle electric ve-
hicle according to Embodiment 6 of the present in-
vention.

Description of Embodiments

[0018] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying

drawings. Throughout the drawings, the same or corre-
sponding components are designated by the same ref-
erence symbols and will not be described repeatedly in
detail. The stated directions are referenced from the per-
spective of a rider riding in an electric motorcycle which
is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according to the
embodiment of the present invention.
[0019] Fig. 1 is a right side view of an electric motor-
cycle which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle ac-
cording to Embodiment 1 of the present invention. As
shown in Fig. 1, the electric motorcycle 1 includes a front
wheel 2 which is a driven wheel, a rear wheel 3 which is
a drive wheel, a vehicle body frame 4 disposed between
the front wheel 2 and the rear wheel 3, and an electric
motor 5 which is a driving power source for moving the
electric motorcycle 1. The electric motorcycle 1 of the
present embodiment is not equipped with an internal
combustion engine and is configured to rotate the rear
wheel 3 by a driving power generated by the electric mo-
tor 5. In the electric motorcycle 1 of the present embod-
iment, a driving power transmission mechanism 24 for
transmitting a rotation of the electric motor 5 to the rear
wheel 3 includes a transmission 25.
[0020] The electric motorcycle 1 includes a motor unit
case 15 including a motor accommodating section 29
accommodating the electric motor 5 and a transmission
accommodating section 30 accommodating the trans-
mission 25 such that the motor accommodating section
29 and the transmission accommodating section 30 are
unitarily joined together. In other words, the motor unit
case 15 accommodates the electric motor 5 and the
transmission 25. The electric motor (or motor accommo-
dating section 29) is positioned above the transmission
25 (or transmission accommodating section 30). The mo-
tor unit case 15 is elongated in a direction in which the
motor accommodating section 29 and the transmission
accommodating section 30 are arranged. As a result, the
motor unit case 15 is mounted in the electric motorcycle
such that it extends vertically.
[0021] The motor accommodating section 29 is provid-
ed in the upper portion of the motor unit case 15, while
the transmission accommodating section 30 is provided
in the lower portion of the motor unit case 15. The bottom
portion of the motor unit case 15 constitutes an oil pan
27 for reserving oil. The oil is used as a coolant for cooling
the electric motor 5 and an inverter 35 and as a lubricant
for lubricating sliding portions of the transmission 25. The
motor unit case 15 also accommodates an oil pump 28
which discharges the oil reserved in the oil pan 27. The
oil pump 28 is placed between the transmission 25 and
the oil pan 27 in a vertical direction.
[0022] The front wheel 2 is rotatably mounted to the
lower portion of a front fork 6 extending substantially ver-
tically. A steering shaft 7 for steering the front wheel is
coupled to the upper portion of the front fork 6, and a
handle 8 is attached to the upper portion of the steering
shaft 7.
[0023] The vehicle body frame 4 includes a head pipe
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11, a pair of right and left main frames 12, and a pair of
right and left sub-frames 31. The steering shaft 7 is sup-
ported by the head pipe 11 such that the steering shaft
7 is rotatable. The main frames 12 are unitarily joined to
the head pipe 11 such that the main frames 12 extend
rearward and downward from the head pipe 11. The main
frames 12 include down frame members 13 extending
substantially vertically downward from the head pipe 11
and lower frame members 14 extending substantially
horizontally rearward from the lower ends of the down
frame members 13. The rear end portions of the lower
frame members 14 are joined to the front portion of the
transmission accommodating section 30. The sub-
frames 31 extend rearward and downward from a region
in the vicinity of the head pipe 11, above the main frames
12. More specifically, the sub-frames 31 include first sub-
frame members 31 a extending rearward from the upper
end portions of the down frame members 13, and second
sub-frame members 31b coupling the first sub-frame
members 31 a to the vertical intermediate portions of the
down frame members 13. The rear end portions of the
first sub-frame members 31a are joined to the upper por-
tion of the motor accommodating section 29. As de-
scribed above, the motor unit case 15 is joined to the
main frames 12 and the sub-frames 31, and the motor
unit case 15 is constructed as a portion of the vehicle
body frame 4.
[0024] A swing arm 16 is pivotally coupled to the motor
unit case 15. The swing arm 16 extends in a forward or
rearward direction. The swing arm 16 is pivotally coupled
at its front end portion to the rear portion of the motor unit
case 15 and supports the rear wheel 3 by its rear end
portion such that the rear wheel 3 is rotatable. The motor
unit case 15 has a flange protruding rearward from the
rear portion thereof A pivot 17 around which the swing
arm 16 is pivotable is oriented in a rightward or leftward
direction so as to penetrate the flange. In this way, in the
present embodiment, the motor unit case 15 serves as
a swing arm bracket or a pivot frame for supporting the
swing arm 16 such that the swing arm 16 is pivotable.
[0025] A link mechanism 18 which operates in re-
sponse to the pivot motion of the swing arm 16 is provided
between the lower portion of the swing arm 16 and the
bottom portion (in the present embodiment, oil pan 27)
of the motor unit case 15. The lower end portion of a rear
suspension 19 is coupled to the link mechanism 18 such
that the rear suspension 19 is pivotable. The upper end
portion of the rear suspension 19 is coupled to the rear
portion of the motor unit case 15 such that the rear sus-
pension 19 is pivotable. In this way, the motor unit case
15 also serves as a fastening suspension bracket for
mounting the end of the rear suspension 19 to the vehicle
body frame 4.
[0026] The motor unit case 15 is also joined to a seat
frame 20. The seat frame 20 extends rearward from the
upper portion of the motor unit case 15 such that it is
inclined upward. A seat 9 on which the rider and a pas-
senger are seated in the forward or rearward direction is

mounted to the seat frame 20. The electric motorcycle is
a straddle vehicle. The rider is seated on the seat 9 while
straddling a vehicle body.
[0027] The electric motorcycle 1 incorporates a battery
unit 21 as an electric power supply for the electric motor
5. The battery unit 21 includes a battery 22 for storing
DC power, and a battery case 23 accommodating the
battery 22. The battery case 23 is supported on the lower
frame members 14 of the main frames 12. The inverter
35 converts the DC power stored in the battery 22 into
AC power. The electric motor 5 is activated by the AC
power supplied from the inverter to generate the driving
power for moving the vehicle body. The driving power
generated by the electric motor 5 is transmitted to the
rear wheel 3 via the driving power transmission mecha-
nism 24. This allows the rear wheel 3 to rotate. As a
result, the electric motorcycle 1 can drive. As described
above, the driving power transmission mechanism 24 in-
cludes the transmission 25 and a chain 26. The trans-
mission 25 changes the speed of the rotation of the output
shaft of the electric motor 5. The chain 26 transmits the
rotation with the changed speed, to the rear wheel 3.
[0028] The battery case 23 is placed between the front
wheel 2 and the rear wheel 3. More specifically, the bat-
tery case 23 is placed forward relative to the motor unit
case 15 and rearward relative to the down frame mem-
bers 13 of the main frames 12. In other words, the electric
motor 5 is placed rearward relative to the battery case
23, and the transmission 25 is placed rearward relative
to the battery case 23. The battery case 23 is supported
on the main frames 12 such that it is placed on the lower
frame members 14 of the main frames 12. In this struc-
ture, it is not necessary to increase the stiffness of the
battery case 23 to an excessively high degree, as com-
pared to a case where the battery case 23 is suspended
from the vehicle body frame 4. Furthermore, the pair of
right and left sub-frames 31 are placed outward relative
to the battery case 23 in a vehicle width direction. This
allows the side portions of the battery case 23 to be pro-
tected by the sub-frames 31.
[0029] The electric motorcycle 1 is provided with an air
passage 50 which serves to guide ram air to the interior
of the battery case 23 and discharge the air from the
battery case 23 to the outside air. This allows the battery
22 accommodated in the battery case 23 to be cooled
by the air. The outline of the structure relating to the air
passage 50 will be described with reference to Fig. 1. An
air box 51 is attached to the upper portion of the battery
case 23. An air intake duct 52 is connected to the front
portion of the air box 51. An air discharge duct 53 is con-
nected to the rear portion of the air box 51.
[0030] The front portion of the air box 51 is placed rear-
ward relative to the head pipe 11 and close to the head
pipe 11 in the forward or rearward direction. The air intake
duct 52 extends forward from the front portion of the air
box 51 and opens in its front end portion which is located
forward relative to the head pipe 11. The rear portion of
the air box 51 covers the upper portion of the motor unit
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case 15 from above. The rear portion of the air box 51 is
placed forward relative to the seat 9 and close to the seat
9 in the forward or rearward direction. An air discharge
duct 53 extends rearward along the seat frame 20 from
the rear portion of the air box 51 and is placed below the
seat 9. The air discharge duct 53 opens in its rear end
portion which is located between the seat 9 at an upper
side and the rear wheel 3 at a lower side. A cover member
10 is provided below the seat 9, and the side portion of
the air discharge duct 53 is covered with the cover mem-
ber 10, together with the seat frame 20.
[0031] During the driving of the electric motorcycle 1,
the incoming ram air from the forward direction is taken
into the air intake duct 52. Then, the air flows into the air
box 51 through the air intake duct 52. Since the inner
space of the air box 51 is in communication with the in-
terior of the battery case 23 via the battery case air inlet
duct 54, the air flows from the air box 51 into the battery
case 23. Also, since the inner space of the battery case
23 is in communication with the air discharge duct 53 via
the battery case air outlet duct 55, the air flows from the
battery case 23 into the air discharge duct 53. Then, the
air is discharged from the air discharge duct 53 to the
outside air through an opening in its rear end portion.
[0032] Fig. 2 is a conceptual view showing a configu-
ration of a cooling system incorporated in the electric
motorcycle 1 of Fig. 1. In Fig. 2, thin lines indicate an air
flow (i.e., air passage 50 through which the air flows),
and bold lines indicate an oil flow (i.e., oil passage
through which oil flows). As shown in Fig. 2, the electric
motorcycle 1 includes as the cooling system for cooling
the electric components, a configuration for cooling the
battery 22 with air and a configuration for cooling the
electric motor and the inverter with oil. Alternatively, the
electric motor 5 and the inverter 35 may be cooled with
water. In a further alternative, either one of the electric
motor 5 and the inverter 35 may be cooled with oil or
water, and the other of electric motor 5 and the inverter
35 may be cooled with air.
[0033] How the battery 22 is cooled with air will now
be described. The electric motorcycle 1 is provided with
an air passage which serves to guide ram air to the interior
of the battery case 23 and discharge the air from the
battery case 23. The air passage includes the inner space
of the air box 51 attached to the upper portion of the
battery case 23. More specifically, the air passage 50
includes a first passage section 50a which serves to take
in the ram air from the outside air and deliver it to the
interior of the air box 51, a second passage section 50b
which serves to deliver the air from the interior of the air
box 51 to the interior of the battery case 23, and a third
passage section 50c which serves to deliver the air from
the battery case 23 to the outside air. The air intake duct
54 constitutes the first passage section 50a, the battery
case air inlet duct 54 constitutes the second passage
section 50b, and the battery case air outlet duct 55 and
the air discharge duct 52 constitute the third passage
section 50c. The electric motorcycle 1 of the present em-

bodiment is provided with a bypass passage 50d which
communicates the inner space of the air box 51 with the
third passage section 50c such that the battery case 23
is bypassed. The bypass passage 50d will be described
along with the structure of the air box 51, with reference
to Fig. 3. The air discharged from the battery case 23
may be supplied to the inverter 35 which is an electric
component required to be cooled particularly (see dotted
line of Fig. 2). This allows the inverter 35 to be cooled
more effectively.
[0034] Next, how electric motor 5 and the inverter 35
are cooled using oil will be described. The electric mo-
torcycle 1 includes the oil pan 27 and the oil pump 28 as
described above, and a radiator 36. The oil pump 28 is
activated by, for example, the driving power generated
by the electric motor 5 and discharges the oil reserved
in the oil pan 27. The discharged oil is cooled by heat
exchange with the air outside the radiator 36 while flowing
through the interior of the radiator 36. The cooled oil is
supplied to the electric motor 5 and the inverter 35. The
oil supplied to the inverter 35 raises its temperature by
heat exchange with the inverter 35 and then is returned
to the oil pan 27. By comparison, the inverter 35 receives
the oil and thereby is cooled. The oil supplied to the elec-
tric motor 5 raises its temperature by heat exchange with
the electric motor 5, and then is supplied to sliding sec-
tions of the transmission 25 accommodated in the motor
unit case 15 by its own weight. The sliding sections of
the transmission 25 are lubricated by the oil sent from
the electric motor 5. The oil supplied to the transmission
25 is returned to the oil pan 27 by its own weight.
[0035] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, since the electric motor 5 and the inverter 35 are
cooled using oil, the electric motor 5 and the inverter 35
are cooled more effectively. Therefore, the temperature
of the electric motor 5 and the temperature of the inverter
35 can be controlled properly, and reliability of the oper-
ation of these electric components can be improved. In
addition, since the oil used for cooling is also used for
lubrication, the lubricating system and the oil-cooling sys-
tem can be simplified as a whole. Moreover, since the
battery 22 is cooled using air, the layout of pipes for guid-
ing the oil does not become complex, and the oil-cooling
system and the air-cooling system can be configured sim-
ply.
[0036] The radiator 36 is placed within the air passage
50. This allows the air flowing through the air passage
50 to be utilized as the air which is the coolant which
exchanges heat with the oil. Furthermore, the radiator 36
can be protected by the members constituting the air pas-
sage 50.
[0037] Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the battery
case 23 and the air box 51 of Fig. 1. As shown in Fig. 3,
in the present embodiment, the radiator 36 is placed with-
in the first passage section 50a of the air passage 50. In
other words, the radiator 36 is placed upstream of the
battery case 23 and the air box 51. Since the radiator 23
is placed upstream of the battery case 23, the ram air
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before heat exchange with the battery 22 can be applied
to (blown to) the radiator 36, so that the oil can be cooled
well. This allows electric motor 5 and the inverter 35 to
be cooled more effectively. In addition, the radiator
serves as a filter or a separator for separating moisture
from the ram air flowing toward the battery case 23. This
can reduce a possibility of ingress of moisture into the
battery case 23 without designing the air intake duct 52
so that it is bent in an intricate shape to capture the mois-
ture. In the present embodiment, since the radiator 36 is
filled within the air intake duct 52 as shown in Fig. 3, it
works as a filter effectively.
[0038] The air box 51 includes a front section 61, a rear
section 62, a partition wall 63, and a bottom wall 64. The
front section 61 of the air box 51 covers the upper portion
of the battery case 23 from above. The rear section 62
is provided rearward relative to the front section 61 inte-
grally with the front section 61. The partition wall 63 de-
fines an inner space 61 a of the front section 61 and an
inner space 62a of the rear section 62 along the forward
or rearward direction. The bottom wall 64 has a bottom
surface defining the inner space 61 a of the front section
61. The bottom wall 64 serves as the upper wall of the
battery case 23, and also serves as the wall which ver-
tically defines the inner space of the air box 51 (inner
space 61 a of the front section 61) and the inner space
of the battery case 23.
[0039] The front section 61 is provided with a ram air
inlet 61b to which the air intake duct 54 is connected and
through which the ram air flows into the air box 51. The
battery case air inlet duct 54 has a periscope shape and
is placed in the inner space 61 a of the front section 61.
The battery case air inlet duct 54 extends upward from
the bottom wall 64 in the inner space 61a of the front
section 61 and is bent at its upper end portion to be ori-
ented horizontally. The inlet of the battery case air inlet
duct 54 is provided in the upper end portion thereof Since
the battery case air inlet duct 54 is configured and placed
as described above, moisture stays on the bottom wall
64 even when moisture enters the inner space of the air
box 51. This can reduce a possibility that moisture in the
air box 51 flows into the inlet of the battery case air inlet
duct 54. This allows the battery 22 to be cooled with the
ram air while suitably protecting the battery 22 from mois-
ture.
[0040] The battery case air outlet duct 55 extends rear-
ward from the rear wall of the battery case 23, is bent
and then extends upward into the inner space of the rear
section 62. The battery case air outlet duct 55 opens in
the upper end portion located in the inner space 62a of
the rear section 62. The air discharge duct 53 covers the
rear wall of the rear section 62 from the rear. The rear
wall of the rear section 62 is provided with a communi-
cation port 62b via which the inner space 62a of the rear
section 62 is in communication with the air discharge duct
53. This allows the battery case air outlet duct 55 to be
in communication with the air discharge duct 53 via the
inner space 62a of the rear section 62 and the commu-

nication port 62b.
[0041] The partition wall 63 has a through-hole 63a.
Because of this, the inner space 61a of the front section
61 bypasses the inner space of the battery case 23, is in
communication with the through-hole 63a and the inner
space 62a of the rear section 62, and as a result, in com-
munication with the air discharge duct 55. The through-
hole 63a and the inner space 62a of the rear section 62
constitute the above described bypass passage 50d.
Electric components 70 electrically connected to the bat-
tery 22 are accommodated in the inner space 61 a of the
front section 61. These electric components 70 are
placed between the ram air inlet 61b at a front side and
the through-hole 63a at a rear side.
[0042] In the above described structure, there can be
formed an air flow moving from the ram air inlet 61b to-
ward the inlet of the battery case air inlet duct 54 and an
air flow moving from the ram air inlet 61b toward the
through-hole 63a. The latter air flow allows the electric
components 70 to be cooled by utilizing the ram air. A lid
65 which is openable and closable is attached to the up-
per wall of the front section 61. By opening the lid 65, an
operator can access the inner space 61a of the front sec-
tion 61. The operator can easily carry out maintenance
work of the electric components 70.
[0043] As described above, in accordance with the
present embodiment, the electric components 70 as well
as the battery 22 can be suitably cooled by air. In addition,
since the ram air utilized to cool the battery 22 and the
electric components 70 is also used as a coolant in the
radiator 36, the configuration of the overall cooling sys-
tem can be simplified. Moreover, since the radiator 36
serves as a filter, the battery 22 and the electric compo-
nents 70 can be protected from the moisture contained
in the ram air in the case where the ram air is utilized for
cooling.
[0044] Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the battery
case 23 and the air box 51 of an electric motorcycle 101
which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according
to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Hereinafter,
differences between Embodiment 2 and Embodiment 1
will be mainly described.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 4, a radiator 136 is placed up-
stream of the battery case 23, in the air passage 50. In
the present embodiment, the radiator 136 is placed in
the inner space of the air box 51, to be precise, the inner
space 61 a of the front section 61. The upper portion of
the front section 61 can be opened and closed by the lid
65. In the present embodiment, therefore, maintenance
work for the radiator 136 can be easily carried out. To
allow maintenance work to be carried out more easily,
the inner space of the rear section 62 may be configured
to be openable and closable, and the radiator 136 may
be accommodated in the rear section 62.
[0046] In the present embodiment, the radiator 136 is
placed in the inner space of the front section 61 such that
the radiator 136 faces the ram air inlet. This allows the
radiator 136 to serve as a filter so that the battery 22 can
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be protected from moisture as in Embodiment 1.
[0047] Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the battery
case 23 and the air box 51 of an electric motorcycle 201
which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according
to Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Hereinafter,
differences between Embodiment 3 and the above de-
scribed embodiments will be mainly described.
[0048] As shown in Fig. 5, a radiator 236 is placed
downstream of the battery case 23, in the air passage
50. In the present embodiment, the radiator 236 is ac-
commodated in the air discharge duct 55. Since the ra-
diator 236 is placed downstream of the battery case 23
in this way, the battery 22 and the electric components
70 can be cooled more effectively while utilizing air for
cooling the battery as a coolant for cooling the oil.
[0049] Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the battery
case 23 and the air box 51 of an electric motorcycle 301
which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according
to Embodiment 4 of the present invention. Hereinafter,
differences between Embodiment 3 and the above de-
scribed embodiments will be mainly described.
[0050] As shown in Fig. 6, an air passage 350 has an
extended section 350d which is extended downward. In
the present embodiment, an air intake duct 352 has a
downward protruding section 352a which partially pro-
trudes downward, and the extended section 350d is
formed by the downward protruding section 352a. Spe-
cifically, in the present embodiment, the extended section
350d is located upstream of the battery case 23, in the
air passage 350. This is merely exemplary, and the ex-
tended section 350d may be located downstream of the
battery case 23, in the air passage 350.
[0051] A radiator 336 is placed in the extended section
350d. The radiator 336 is vertically elongated, and par-
titions the air passage 350 in a direction different from a
vertical direction, within the extended section 350d which
is extended downward. In the present embodiment, the
extended section 350d is formed in a region extending
substantially in the forward or rearward direction, in the
air intake duct 352, and therefore, the radiator 336 par-
titions the air passage 350 substantially along the forward
or rearward direction, along which the air passage 350
extends. This is merely exemplary. The direction in which
the radiator 336 partitions the air passage 350 is suitably
changed according to the direction in which the air pas-
sage extends, in a region in which the extended section
is provided.
[0052] The lower end of the extended section 350d is
in communication with outside via a drain port 352b
formed in the bottom wall of the downward protruding
section 352a.
[0053] In accordance with the present embodiment,
since the radiator 336 is placed in the extended section
350d which is formed by extending downward a portion
of the air passage 350, the radiator 336 serves as a filter
and the extended section 350d can suitably capture
moisture contained in the ram air. Thus, a water separa-
tion capability can be further enhanced. In addition, the

moisture captured in the extended section 350d can be
discharged to the outside through the drain port 352b
provided at the lower portion of the extended section
350a. This makes it possible to avoid a situation in which
the captured moisture flows to a downstream side of the
radiator (e.g., air box 51 and battery case 23).
[0054] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view of an electric
motorcycle 401 which is an exemplary straddle electric
vehicle according to Embodiment 5 of the present inven-
tion. Hereinafter, differences between Embodiment 5
and the above described embodiments will be mainly de-
scribed.
[0055] As shown in Fig. 7, the front opening of an air
intake duct 452 serves as an air inlet 450x in the whole
air passage 450. The air inlet 450x is an opening through
which the ram air is taken into the air passage 450. In
the present embodiment, the air inlet 450x is located in
front of the head pipe 11 and is substantially as high as
the head pipe 11. The air inlet 450x is placed within a
front cowling 471 which is placed forward relative to the
head pipe 11 and supports a wind shield 472. A radiator
436 is fastened to the front cowling 471 or the main frame
12, and placed forward relative to the air inlet 450x. In
particular, in the present embodiment, the radiator 436
faces the front side of the air inlet 450x and is close to
the air inlet 450x. There is no member interposed be-
tween the radiator 436 and the air inlet 450x. The radiator
436 placed in this way serves as a filter, and makes it
possible to avoid a situation in which moisture contained
in the ram air enters the air passage 450. The radiator
436 provided in the front cowling 471 receives the ram
air sufficiently. Since the air inlet 450x is placed rearward
relative to the radiator 436, the ram air passes through
the radiator 436 smoothly. Therefore, the oil can be
cooled effectively in the radiator 436 placed in this way.
[0056] Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of an electric
motorcycle 501 which is an exemplary straddle electric
vehicle according to Embodiment 6 of the present inven-
tion. Hereinafter, differences between Embodiment 6
and the above described embodiments will be mainly de-
scribed.
[0057] As shown in Fig. 8, a radiator 536 of the present
embodiment is placed forward relative to an air inlet 550x.
The radiator 536 faces the front side of the air inlet 550x
and is closer to the air inlet 550x. There is no member
interposed between the radiator 536 and the air inlet
550x. The front opening of an air intake duct 552 serves
as the air inlet 550x of the whole air passage 550. The
air intake duct 552 extends downward from the front end
portion of the air box 23. The air inlet 550x is located
below the head pipe 11, above the front wheel 2 and
rearward relative to the front wheel 2. The radiator 536
is fastened to a side cowling (not shown) or the main
frame 12 and placed forward relative to the air inlet 550x.
In the present embodiment, as in Embodiment 5, the ra-
diator 536 serves as a filter, and makes it possible to
avoid a situation in which moisture contained in the ram
air enters the air passage 550. Since the radiator 536
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receives the ram air sufficiently, and the ram air passes
through the radiator 536 smoothly, the oil can be cooled
effectively in the radiator 536.
[0058] Although the electric motorcycle has been ex-
emplarily described in the embodiments of the present
invention, the present invention is applicable to other
straddle vehicles such as an all terrain vehicle (ATV), or
a three-wheeled vehicle. Although the vehicle which does
not include an internal combustion engine and drives only
by the driving power generated by an electric motor is
exemplarily described as an electric vehicle, the present
invention is also applicable to a hybrid vehicle including
an internal combustion engine in addition to an electric
moor.
[0059] Numerous modifications and alternative em-
bodiments of the present invention will be apparent to
those skilled in the art in view of the foregoing description.
Accordingly, the description is to be construed as illus-
trative only, and is provided for the purpose of teaching
those skilled in the art the best mode of carrying out the
invention. The details of the structure and/or function may
be varied substantially without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

Industrial Applicability

[0060] The present invention has advantages that it
becomes possible to cool a battery and other electric
components with a simple structure and suitably sup-
press the occurrence of problems in the battery or the
like, and is effectively applied to a straddle electric vehicle
including a radiator and a battery case.

Claims

1. A straddle electric vehicle which drives by a driving
power generated by an electric motor, the straddle
electric vehicle comprising:

a battery case accommodating a battery which
is an electric power supply for the electric motor;
an inverter which converts DC power stored in
the battery into AC power and supplies the AC
power to the electric motor;
an air passage through which ram air is guided
to an interior of the battery case and discharges
air from the battery case; and
a radiator for cooling a coolant used to cool the
inverter or the electric motor using water or oil,
wherein the radiator is placed forward relative
to an air inlet of the air passage or within the air
passage.

2. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein the radiator is placed upstream of the battery
case within the air passage.

3. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1 or
2, comprising:

an air box which is attached to an upper portion
of the battery case and constitutes a portion of
the air passage,
wherein an upper portion of the air box is open-
able and closable, and
wherein the radiator is placed inside the air box.

4. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein the air passage has an extended section
which is extended downward,
wherein the radiator is placed in the extended sec-
tion, and
wherein the extended section is provided with a drain
hole at a lower end of the extended section.

5. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein the radiator is placed downstream of the bat-
tery case within the air passage.
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