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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This invention relates to radio frequency com-
munication devices. More particularly, the invention re-
lates to radio frequency identification devices for inven-
tory control, object monitoring, or for determining the ex-
istence, location or movement of objects.

Background Art

[0002] As large numbers of objects are moved in in-
ventory, product manufacturing, and merchandising op-
erations, there is a continuous challenge to accurately
monitor the location and flow of objects. Additionally,
there is a continuing goal to interrogate the location of
objects in an inexpensive and streamlined manner. Fur-
thermore, there is a need for tag devices suitably config-
ured to mount to a variety of objects including goods,
items, persons, or animals, or substantially any moving
or stationary and animate or inanimate object. One way
of tracking objects is with an electronic identification sys-
tem.
[0003] One presently available electronic identification
system utilizes a magnetic field modulation system to
monitor tag devices. An interrogator creates a magnetic
field that becomes detuned when the tag device is passed
through the magnetic field. in some cases, the tag device
may be provided with a unique identification code in order
to distinguish between a number of different tags. Typi-
cally, the tag devices are entirely passive (have no power
supply), which results in a small and portable package.
However, this identification system is only capable of dis-
tinguishing a limited number of tag devices, over a rela-
tively short range, limited by the size of a magnetic field
used to supply power to the tags and to communicate
with the tags.
[0004] WO9217947A1 describes an identification ap-
paratus and method where a single carrier frequency is
used by any number of remote device(s) upon which data
or information is modulated for transmission to an inter-
rogator, wherein the modulation is selected arbitrarily
from a larger group of possible modulations.
[0005] Another electronic identification system utilizes
an RF transponder device affixed to an object to be mon-
itored, in which an interrogator transmits an interrogation
signal to the device. The device receives the signal, then
generates and transmits a responsive signal. The inter-
rogation signal and the responsive signal are typically
radio-frequency (RF) signals produced by an RF trans-
mitter circuit. Since RF signals can be transmitted over
greater distances than magnetic fields, RF-based trans-
ponder devices tend to be more suitable for applications
requiring tracking of a tagged device that may not be in
close proximity to an interrogator. For example, RF-
based transponder devices tend to be more suitable for
inventory control or tracking.

Summary of the Invention

[0006] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion there is provided a method for determining an iden-
tification code stored in a radio frequency identification
(RFID) tag in an environment containing a Plurality of
RFID tags, as defined in claim 1. According to a second
aspect of the present invention there is provided a system
for tracking objects as defined in claim 13.
[0007] The invention may be used with a radio frequen-
cy identification device comprising an integrated circuit
including a receiver, a transmitter, and a microprocessor.
The integrated circuit is preferably a monolithic single die
integrated circuit including the receiver, the transmitter,
and the microprocessor.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0008] Preferred embodiments of the invention are de-
scribed below with reference to the following accompa-
nying drawings. Like names for circuit blocks indicate like
components. Where there are a plurality of identical cir-
cuit blocks, detailed drawings are provided for one such
circuit block. Some circuit schematics have been num-
bered in a hierarchial manner to reflect the hierarchial
nature of these drawings. Not withstanding the order in
which the figures arc numbered, note that some detailed
drawings provide details to blocks included in more than
one higher level drawing. Some circuit schematics have
been broken up into many portions due to size require-
ments for patent drawings.

Fig. 1 is a high level circuit schematic showing a cir-
cuit embodying the invention.
Fig. 2 is a front view of an employee badge according
to but one embodiment the invention.
Fig. 3 is a front view of a radio frequency identification
tag according to another embodiment of the inven-
tion.
Fig. 4 is a block diagram of an electronic identification
system according to the invention and including an
interrogator and the tag of Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 is a high level circuit schematic of a monolithic
semiconductor integrated circuit utilized in the de-
vices of Figs. 1-4.
Fig. 6 is a circuit schematic illustrating a transmitter
switchable between an active mode and a backscat-
ter mode, and employing separate antennas for the
active mode and the backscatter mode.
Fig. 7 is a circuit schematic illustrating a transmitter
switchable between an active mode and a backscat-
ter mode, and employing the same antenna for both
the active mode and the backscatter mode.
Fig. 8 is a circuit schematic illustrating a Schottky
diode detector.
Fig. 9 is a circuit schematic illustrating a Schottky
diode detector in accordance with one embodiment
of the invention.
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Fig. 10 is a circuit schematic illustrating a Schottky
diode detector in accordance with another embodi-
ment of the invention.
Fig. 11 is a waveform diagram illustrating the effect
of high power radio frequency input levels on
Schottky detectors.
Fig. 12 is a circuit schematic illustrating a high fre-
quency voltage controlled oscillator differential
stage.
Fig. 13 is a waveform diagram illustrating the effect
of errors in frequency doubler circuits that necessi-
tates correction, such as by using an integrator and
feedback.
Fig. 14 is a circuit schematic illustrating a frequency
doubler circuit that employs an integrator and feed-
back to solve the problem illustrated in Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 is a waveform diagram illustrating input and
output waves created and employed by a frequency
doubler circuit such as the one shown in Fig. 14.
Fig. 16 is a circuit schematic illustrating a symmetric
frequency doubler circuit that does not require an
integrator and feedback to solve the problem illus-
trated in Fig. 13. The frequency doubler circuit of Fig.
16 creates and employs waveforms such as those
shown in Fig. 15.
Fig. 17 is a circuit schematic of an inverter illustrating
a power saving technique employed in a pseudo ran-
dom number generator.
Fig. 18 is a simplified circuit schematic illustrating
sharing of a single antenna by both a Schottky de-
tector and an active transmitter.
Fig. 19 is a simplified circuit schematic illustrating
circuitry included in the active transmitter of Fig. 18.
Fig. 20 is a simplified circuit schematic illustrating
sharing of a single antenna by both a Schottky de-
tector and a backscatter transmitter.
Fig. 21 is a simplified circuit schematic illustrating
sharing of a single antenna by both a Schottky de-
tector and a backscatter transmitter.
Fig. 22 is a graph of voltage versus time illustrating
a method of determining when frequency lock has
occurred.
Fig. 23 is a flowchart illustrating a top level of code
stored in ROM in the integrated circuit.
Figs. 24A and B define a flowchart illustrating a com-
mand processing routine performed by the integrat-
ed circuit.
Figs. 25A and B define a flowchart illustrating steps
performed by the integrated circuit in response to an
Identify command received from the interrogator in
which the interrogator requests, via radio frequency
command, identification of an integrated circuit.
Fig. 26 is a flowchart illustrating steps performed to
initialize the interrogator.
Fig. 27 is a flowchart illustrating steps performed
when the interrogator sends a command to the inte-
grated circuit.
Fig. 28 is a flowchart illustrating steps performed by

the interrogator in issuing an Identify command.

Overview of Device

[0009] Fig. 1 illustrates a radio frequency data commu-
nication device 12 embodying the invention. The radio
frequency data communication device 12 includes an in-
tegrated circuit 16, a power source 18 connected to the
integrated circuit 16 to supply power to the integrated
circuit 16, and at least one antenna 14 connected to the
integrated circuit 16 for radio frequency transmission and
reception by the integrated circuit 16. For purposes of
this disclosure, including the appended claims, the term
"integrated circuit" shall be defined as a combination of
interconnected circuit elements inseparably associated
on or within a continuous substrate. For purposes of this
disclosure, including the appended claims, the term
"semiconductive substrate" is defined to mean any con-
struction comprising semiconductive material, including,
but not limited to, bulk semiconductive materials such as
a semiconductive wafer (either alone or in assemblies
comprising other materials thereon), and semiconductive
material layers (either alone or in assemblies comprising
other materials). For purposes of this disclosure, includ-
ing the appended claims, the term "substrate" refers to
any supporting structure, including, but not limited to, the
semiconductive substrates described above. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the integrated circuit 16 is a mono-
lithic integrated circuit. For purposes of this disclosure,
including the appended claims, the term "monolithic in-
tegrated circuit" shall be defined as an integrated circuit
wherein all circuit components are manufactured into or
on top of a single chip of silicon. The integrated circuit
16 will be described in greater detail below. The power
source 18 is a battery or other suitable power source.

Housing

[0010] The radio frequency data communication de-
vice 12 can be included in any appropriate housing or
packaging.
[0011] Fig. 2 shows but one example in the form of an
employee identification badge 10 including the radio fre-
quency data communication device 12, and a card 11
made of plastic or other suitable material. In one embod-
iment, the radio frequency data communication device
12 is laminated to the back face of the plastic card 11,
and the card forms the visible portion of the badge. In
another embodiment, the radio frequency data commu-
nication device 12 is bonded to the back face of the card
by embedding it within a thin bond line of epoxy-based
material. Alternatively, the radio frequency data commu-
nication device 12 is embedded into the plastic card 11.
In one embodiment, the front face of the badge 10 has
visual identification features including an employee pho-
tograph as well as identifying text.
[0012] Fig. 3 illustrates but one alternative housing
supporting the device 12. More particularly, Fig. 3 shows
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a miniature housing 20 encasing the device 12 to define
a tag which can be supported by an object (e.g., hung
from an object, affixed to an object, etc.). The housing
20 preferably has the general shape and size, in plan
view, of a postage stamp. Fig. 3 also includes a card 21
supporting the device 12 in the housing 20. The card 21
is formed of plastic or other suitable material having a
thickness of about 0.040 inches, a width of about 1.25
inches, and a height of about 1.25 inches. In one embod-
iment, the device 12 is bonded to a back face of the card
21 with a thin layer of non-conductive epoxy material that
cooperates with the card to define the housing 20.
[0013] Although two particular types of housings have
been disclosed, the device 12 can be included in any
appropriate housing. The device 12 is of a small size that
lends itself to applications employing small housings,
such as cards, miniature tags, etc. Larger housings can
also be employed. The device 12. housed in any appro-
priate housing, can be supported from or attached to an
object in any desired manner; for example using double
sided tape, glue, lanyards, leash, nails, staples, rivets,
or any other fastener. The housing can be sewn on to an
object, hung from an object, implanted in an object (hid-
den), etc.

Antenna

[0014] Various configurations are possible for the an-
tenna 14. The integrated circuit 16 includes a receiver
30 and a transmitter 32 (Fig. 5). In one embodiment, sep-
arate antennas 44 and 46 are provided for receiver and
transmitter of the integrated circuit 16. In another embod-
iment (Fig. 1), a single antenna is shared by the receiver
and transmitter sections. In one embodiment, the anten-
na is defined by conductive epoxy screened onto a card
or housing. In the illustration, the antenna is conductively
bonded to the integrated circuit via bonding pads.
[0015] In an embodiment where a single antenna is
employed, that single antenna preferably comprises a
folded dipole antenna defining a continuous conductive
path, or loop, of microstrip. Alternatively, the antenna can
be constructed as a continuous loop antenna.

Battery

[0016] If the power source 18 is a battery, the battery
can take any suitable form. Preferably, the battery type
will be selected depending on weight, size, and life re-
quirements for a particular application. In one embodi-
ment, the battery 18 is a thin profile button-type cell form-
ing a small, thin energy cell more commonly utilized in
watches and small electronic devices requiring a thin pro-
file. A conventional button-type cell has a pair of elec-
trodes, an anode formed by one face and a cathode
formed by an opposite face. Exemplary button-type cells
are disclosed in several pending U.S. patent applications
including U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/205,957,
"Button-Type Battery Having Bendable Construction and

Angled Button-Type Battery," listing Mark E. Tuttle and
Peter M. Blonsky as inventors; U.S. Patent Application
Serial No. 08/321,251, ’Button-Type Batteries and Meth-
od of Forming Button-Type Batteries," listing Mark E. Tut-
tle as inventor; and U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
08/348,543, "Method of Forming Button-Type Batteries
and a Button-Type Battery Insulating and Scaling
Gasket," listing Mark E. Tuttle as inventor. As an alter-
native, the battery 18 comprises a series connected pair
of button type cells. Instead of using a battery, any suit-
able power source can be employed.

Overview of Communication System

[0017] Fig. 4 illustrates a radio frequency communica-
tion system 24 including the device 12 and a radio fre-
quency interrogator unit (hereinafter "interrogator") 26.
The device 12 transmits and receives radio frequency
communications to and from the interrogator 26. Prefer-
ably, the interrogator unit 26 includes an antenna 28, as
well as dedicated transmitting and receiving circuitry,
similar to that implemented on the integrated circuit 16.
The system 24 further includes a host computer 48 in
communication with the interrogator 26. The host com-
puter 48 acts as a master in a master-slave relationship
with the interrogator 26. The host computer 48 includes
an applications program for controlling the interrogator
26 and interpreting responses, and a library ("MRL") of
radio frequency identification device applications or func-
tions. Most of the functions communicate with the inter-
rogator 26. These functions effect radio frequency com-
munication between the interrogator 26 and the device
12. These functions are described below in a section titled
"Protocol."
[0018] One example of an interrogator Implemented in
combination with a transponder unit is disclosed in U.S.
Patent No. 4,857,893. Generally, the interrogator 26 in-
cludes an antenna 28, and transmits an interrogation sig-
nal or command 27 (’forward link") via the antenna 28.
The device 12 receives the incoming interrogation signal
via its antenna 14. Upon receiving the signal 27, the de-
vice 12 responds by generating and transmitting a re-
sponsive signal or reply 29 ("return link"). Preferably, the
responsive signal 29 is encoded with information that
uniquely identifies, or labels the particular device 12 that
is transmitting, so as to identify any object or person with
which the device 12 is associated.
[0019] In Fig. 4, there is no communication between
devices 12. Instead, the devices 12 communicate with
the interrogator 26. Fig. 4 illustrates the device 12 as
being in the housing 20 of Fig. 3. The system 24 would
operate in a similar manner if the device 12 is provided
in a housing such as the housing 10 of Fig. 2, or any
other appropriate housing. Multiple devices 12 can be
used in the same field of an interrogator 26 (i.e., within
communications range of an interrogator 26). Similarly,
multiple interrogators 26 can be in proximity to one or
more of the devices 12.
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[0020] The above described system 24 is advanta-
geous over prior art devices that utilize magnetic field
effect systems because, with the system 24, a greater
range can be achieved, and more information can be
obtained (instead of just an identification number).
[0021] As a result, such a system 24 can be used, for
example, to monitor large warehouse inventories having
many unique products needing individual discrimination
to determine the presence of particular items within a
large lot of tagged products. The system can also be
used to counteract terrorism to monitor luggage entering
a plane to ensure that each item of luggage that enters
the plane is owned by a passenger who actually boards
the plane. Such a technique assumes that a terrorist will
not board a plane that he or she is planning to bomb. The
system 24 is useful whenever R F transmission over a
large range is desirable, such as for inventory control.
The sensitivity of the devices 12 may be adjustable so
that only devices within a certain range of the interrogator
26 will respond. The power of the interrogator 26 may be
adjustable so that only devices within a certain range of
the interrogator 26 will respond.
[0022] However, a power conservation problem is
posed by such implementations where batteries are used
to supply power to the integrated circuits 16. If the inte-
grated circuit 16 operates continuously at full power, bat-
tery life will be short, and device 12 will have to be fre-
quently replaced. If the battery 18 is permanently sealed
in a housing, replacement of the battery will be difficult
or impossible. For example, one reason for sealing the
battery with the integrated circuit 16 and antenna 14 in
a housing is to simplify the design and construction, to
reduce the cost of production, and protect the electrical
interconnections between devices. Another reason is
protection of the battery and integrated circuit 16 from
moisture and contaminants. A third reason is to enhance
the cosmetic appeal of the device 12 by eliminating the
need for an access port or door otherwise necessary to
insert and remove the battery. When the battery is dis-
charged, the entire badge or stamp is then discarded. It
is therefore desirable in this and other applications to
incorporate power conservation techniques into the inte-
grated circuit 16 in order to extend useful life.
[0023] The devices 12 may switch between a "sleep"
mode of operation, and higher power modes to conserve
energy and extend battery life during periods of time
where no interrogation signal 27 is received by the device
12. These power conservation techniques are described
in greater detail below.
[0024] In order to further extend the life of the battery
18, the receiver sensitivity of the device 12 may be tuned
over a range of tuned and detuned states in order to
modify the ability of the device to detect signal 27, and
therefore adjust the tendency for the device to wake up.
One way to adjust the receiver sensitivity is by adjusting
the sensitivity, or impedance of the antenna. Another way
is by controlling the gain of amplifiers included in the re-
ceiver. Another way is to adjust or switch in different cir-

cuit elements in the device 12, thereby realizing different
circuit configurations. Additionally, the transmitting sen-
sitivity for the device 12 can be adjusted. For example,
transmitting range can be adjusted by controlling inter-
rogator continuous wave power if the transmitter is op-
erating in backscatter mode, and by controlling output
power if the transmitter is in active mode.

Overview of Integrated Circuit

[0025] Fig. 5 is a high level circuit schematic of the
integrated circuit 16 utilized in the devices of Figs. 1-4.
As shown in Fig. 5, the integrated circuit 16 is a monolithic
integrated circuit. More particularly, as illustrated, the in-
tegrated circuit 16 comprises a single die, having a size
of 209 x 116 mils2, including the receiver 30, the trans-
mitter 32, a micro controller or microprocessor 34, a wake
up timer and logic circuit 36, a clock recovery and data
recovery circuit 38, and a bias voltage and current gen-
erator 42.
[0026] A spread spectrum processing circuit 40 may
also be included in the integrated circuit 16 and formed
relative to the single die. In that case, signals received
by the receiver 30 are modulated spread spectrum sig-
nals. Spread spectrum modulation is described below.
The modulation scheme for replies sent by the transmitter
32 may be selectable. One of the available selections for
replies sent by the transmitter 32 is modulated spread
spectrum.

Spread Spectrum, Modulation

[0027] Many modulation techniques minimize required
transmission bandwidth. However, the spread spectrum
modulation technique employed in the illustrated embod-
iment requires a transmission bandwidth that is up to
several orders of magnitude greater than the minimum
required signal bandwidth. Although spread spectrum
modulation techniques are bandwidth inefficient in single
user applications, they are advantageous where there
are multiple users, as is the case with the instant radio
frequency identification system 24. The spread spectrum
modulation technique of the illustrated embodiment is
advantageous because the interrogator signal can be
distinguished from other signals (e.g., radar, microwave
ovens, etc.) operating at the same frequency. The spread
spectrum signals transmitted by the device 12 and by the
interrogator 26 (Fig. 4) are pseudo random and have
noise-like properties when compared with the digital
command or reply. The spreading waveform is controlled
by a pseudo-noise or pseudo random number (PN) se-
quence or code (described below). The PN code is a
binary sequence that appears random but can be repro-
duced in a predetermined manner by the device 12. More
particularly, incoming spread spectrum signals are de-
modulated by the device 12 through cross correlation
with a version of the pseudo random carrier that is gen-
erated by the device 12 itself. Cross correlation with the
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correct PN sequence unspreads the spread spectrum
signal and restores the modulated message in the same
narrow band as the original data.
[0028] A pseudo-noise or pseudo random sequence
(PN sequence) is a binary sequence with an autocorre-
lation that resembles, over a period, the autocorrelation
of a random binary sequence. The autocorrelation of a
pseudo-noise sequence also roughly resembles the au-
tocorrelation of band-limited white noise. A pseudo-noise
sequence has many characteristics that are similar to
those of random binary sequences. For example, a pseu-
do-noise sequence has a nearly equal number of zeros
and ones, very low correlation between shifted versions
of the sequence, and very low cross correlation between
any two sequences. A pseudo-noise sequence is usually
generated using sequential logic circuits. For example,
a pseudo-noise sequence can be generated using a
feedback shift register.
[0029] A feedback shift register comprises consecutive
stages of two state memory devices, and feedback logic.
Binary sequences are shifted through the shift registers
in response to clock pulses, and the output of the various
stages are logically combined and fed back as the input
to the first stage. The initial contents of the memory stag-
es and the feedback logic circuit determine the succes-
sive contents of the memory.
[0030] A direct sequence spread spectrum (DSSS)
system spreads the baseband data by directly multiplying
the baseband data pulses with a pseudo-noise sequence
that is produced by a pseudo-noise generator. A single
pulse or symbol of the PN waveform is called a "chip."
Synchronized data symbols, which may be information
bits or binary channel code symbols, are added in mod-
ulo-2 fashion to the chips before being modulated. The
receiver performs demodulation. For example, in one
embodiment the data is phase modulated, and the re-
ceiver performs coherent or differentially coherent
phase-shift keying (PSK) demodulation. In another em-
bodiment, the data is amplitude modulated. Assuming
that code synchronization has been achieved at the re-
ceiver, the received signal passes through a wideband
filter and is multiplied by a local replica of the PN code
sequence. This multiplication yields the unspread signal.
[0031] A pseudo-noise sequence is usually an odd
number of chips long. In the illustrated embodiment, One
bit of data is represented by a thirty-one chip sequence.
A zero bit of data is represented by inverting the pseudo-
noise sequence.
[0032] The system disclosed in U.S. Patent Application
Serial No. 08/092,147 includes two receivers, a low pow-
er receiver for detecting a wake up signal from an inter-
rogator, and a high power receiver for receiving com-
mands from an interrogator. On the other hand, the inte-
grated circuit 16 of the illustrated embodiment employs
a single receiver for both wake up and receiving com-
mands from an interrogator. Another difference is that in
the system 12 of the illustrated embodiment the receiver,
not the interrogator, controls wake up. In the system 24

of the illustrated embodiment, the integrated circuit 16
includes a timer that causes the receiver and support
circuitry to be powered on periodically. This is described
in greater detail elsewhere.

Backscatter and Frequency Hopping

[0033] The interrogator sends out a command that is
spread around a certain center frequency (e.g, 2.44
GHz). After the interrogator transmits the command, and
is expecting a response, the interrogator switches to a
CW mode (continuous wave mode). In the continuous
wave mode, the interrogator does not transmit any infor-
mation. Instead, the interrogator just transmits 2.44 GHz
radiation. In other words, the signal transmitted by the
interrogator is not modulated. After the device 12 re-
ceives the command from the interrogator, the device 12
processes the command. If the device 12 is in a back-
scatter mode it alternately reflects or does not reflect the
signal from the interrogator to send its reply. For example,
in the illustrated embodiment, two halves of a dipole an-
tenna are either shorted together or isolated from each
other, as described below in greater detail. In the illus-
trated embodiment, frequency hopping does not occur
when the interrogator transmits a command, but occurs
when the interrogator is in the continuous wave mode.
The interrogator, in the continuous wave mode, hops be-
tween various frequencies close to the 2.44 GHz frequen-
cy. These various frequencies are sufficiently close to
the 2.44 GHz frequency that backscatter antenna reflec-
tion characteristics of the device 12 are not appreciably
altered. Because the interrogator is hopping between fre-
quencies, the interrogator knows what frequency back-
scatter reflections to expect back from the device 12. By
hopping between various frequencies, the amount of time
the interrogator continuously uses a single frequency is
reduced. This is advantageous in view of FCC regulatory
requirements.
[0034] In some instances, no attempt is made to fre-
quency hop at the interrogator to a pseudo-random se-
quence and then correlate to that at the receiver. How-
ever, in alternative, instances, such correlation takes
place.

CMOS Process

[0035] The integrated circuit 16 is formed according to
semiconductor wafer processing steps, such as CMOS
semiconductor wafer processing steps used to form stat-
ic random access memorizes. The integrated circuit 16
may be a single metal integrated circuit. In other words,
the integrated circuit 16 is formed using a single metal
layer processing method. More particularly, only one lay-
er of metal (e.g., aluminum) is employed. This is advan-
tageous in that it results in a lower cost of production.
[0036] In this processing method, a p-type wafer is em-
ployed. The processing method employed provides n-
well areas used to define p-channel transistors; an active

9 10 



EP 2 202 704 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

area which is used to define p+ and n+ diffused regions
inside the p-type wafer or inside the n-well areas. Next,
a layer is provided that helps prevent leakage between
adjacent devices. Then, transistor are defined by forming
n-type and p-type polysilicon. Then, a contact layer is
defined for connecting desired intersections of polysili-
con with metal (aluminum) that is subsequently formed.
The contact layer is also used, in some instances, for
connecting desired intersections of the metal that is sub-
sequently formed with active area. Then the metal layer
is formed. The contact layer provides a means for con-
necting metal with layers below the metal. Then, a pas-
sivation step is performed, Passivation means that the
die is covered with a protective layer and holes are cut
around the edge of the die so that electrical connection
can be made to the bond pads.
[0037] In some processing, after the metal layer is
formed, an insulating layer is provided, and another layer
of aluminum is formed above the insulating layer. Holes
are provided at selected locations to interconnect the top
layer of aluminum with lower layers. An advantage of
using multiple layers of metal is that it provides greater
flexibility in how functional blocks are laid out and in how
power is bused to various areas. However, multiple metal
layers add processing steps. This results in added cost
and complexity.
[0038] The process of the preferred embodiment em-
ploys only one layer of metal, and is therefore a relatively
simple, inexpensive process.

Transmitter and Receiver

[0039] The receiver 30 is a radio frequency receiver
included in the integrated circuit 16, and the transmitter
32 is a radio frequency transmitter included in the inte-
grated circuit 16. In one embodiment, the receiver 30
includes a Schottky diode detector. Various forms of
Schottky diode detectors are described in a paper titled
resigning Detectors for RF/ID Tags," by Raymond W.
Waugh of Hewlett-Packard Company, submitted for
presentation at the RF Expo, San Diego, February 1,
1995.
[0040] The receiver 30 of the illustrated embodiment
makes use of the rate or frequency of data included in
incoming signals, but does not make use of the carrier
frequency of the incoming signal. In other words, opera-
tion of the receiver 30 is independent of the frequency of
the carrier of the incoming signal over a wide range of
carrier frequencies.
[0041] Therefore, the device 12 can operate over a
wide range of carrier frequencies. For example, the de-
vice 12 can operate with carriers of 915-5800 MHz. In a
more particular embodiment, the device 12 can operate
with carrier frequencies in the 915, 2450, or 5800 MHz
bands. In the illustrated embodiment, the antennas are
half wave antennas, and frequency selectivity of the de-
vice 12 is achieved based on selection of the antenna
external to the integrated circuit 16. Capacitors employed

in the Schottky diode detector are also selected based
on the carrier frequency that will be employed.
[0042] In one embodiment, the transmitter 32 is switch-
able between operating in a modulated backscatter
transmitter mode, and operating in an active mode. The
transmitter 32 switches between the backscatter mode
and the active mode in response to a radio frequency
command, instructing the transmitter to switch, sent by
the interrogator 26 and received by the receiver 30. In
the active mode, a carrier for the transmitter is extracted
from a signal received by the receiver 30.
[0043] Active transmitter arc known in the art. See, for
example, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/281,384.
U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/281,384 also dis-
closes how transmit frequency for the transmitter 32 is
recovered from a message received via radio frequency
from the interrogator 26. The device 12 differs from the
device disclosed in U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
08/281,384 in that a VCO control voltage is stored as an
analog voltage level on a capacitor instead of as a digital
number in a register. Further, in the illustrated embodi-
ment, the recovered frequency is also used by the inte-
grated circuit 16 to generate a DPSK subcarrier for mod-
ulated backscatter transmission.
[0044] The transmitter is capable of transmitting using
different modulation schemes, and the modulation
scheme is selectable by the interrogator. More particu-
larly, if it is desired to change the modulation scheme,
the interrogator sends an appropriate command via radio
frequency. The transmitter can switch between multiple
available modulation schemes such as Binary Phase
Shift Keying (BPSK), Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum,
On-Off Keying (OOK), and Modulated Backscatter
(MBS).

Wake Up Timer and Logic Circuit

[0045] The integrated circuit 16 includes the wake up
timer and logic circuit 36 for conserving battery power.
More particularly, the integrated circuit 16 normally op-
erates in a sleep mode wherein most circuitry is inactive
and there is a very low current draw on the battery 18,
One circuit that is active during the sleep mode is a timer
for waking up the integrated circuit at predetermined in-
tervals. In the illustrated embodiment, the interval is 16
milliseconds; however, various other intervals can be se-
lected by radio frequency by sending a message from
the interrogator 26 to the device 12. For example, the
interval may be selectable as being 0.5, 16, 64 or 256
milliseconds.
[0046] Assuming the selected interval is 16 millisec-
onds, after every sleep period of 16 milliseconds the wake
up timer and logic circuit 36 activates the receiver 30, the
clock recovery and data recovery circuit 38, and all the
bias currents and voltages associated with the receiver
30. This is a receiver on mode. Such bias currents and
voltages are generated by the bias voltage and current
generator 42. The receiver 30 then determines if there
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is a radio frequency signal present.
[0047] If there is no radio frequency signal present, the
wake up timer and logic circuit 36 deactivates the receiver
30 and clock recovery and data recovery circuit 38. The
receiver then goes back to sleep in the low current mode
until another 16 milliseconds pass (or whatever sleep
period is selected).
[0048] If there is a radio frequency signal present, the
receiver will unspread the spread spectrum signal for
processing. It is possible that while the receiver is on, it
may detect a radio frequency signal from a source other
than the interrogator 26. For example, other radio fre-
quency transmitting devices may be operating in the ar-
ea. The receiver may be set to receive microwave fre-
quency signals, so that a small antenna can be used.
Therefore, the wake up timer and logic circuit 36 performs
tests to determine if a radio frequency signal received on
wake up is valid. This is a wake up abort test mode. If
the wake up timer and logic circuit 36 determines that
the incoming signal is not valid, the integrated circuit 16
returns to the sleep mode. The illustrated integrated cir-
cuit 16 consumes approximately one micro amp in the
sleep mode, and the battery 18 is expected to last up to
10 years with a current drain of that order, depending on
how often radio frequency signals are present and on the
capacity of the battery.
[0049] If a radio frequency signal is detected upon
wake up, the wake up timer and logic compares the in-
coming signal to known characteristics of expected
spread spectrum encoded data. A valid incoming radio
frequency signal could be a spread spectrum signal hav-
ing a thirty-one chip code representing a single data bit.
To represent a digital one ("1") the thirty-one chip code
is sent as is. To represent a digital zero ("0") the thirty-
one chip code is inverted. The wake up timer and logic
circuit 36 knows how many transitions there are in a valid
thirty-one chip sequence, and knows the time period with-
in which all those transitions are expected (or the fre-
quency of the transition) After the incoming radio frequen-
cy signal is amplified and converted to baseband, it is
tested against known characteristics of a valid signal.
[0050] If the incoming signal does not pass these tests,
the integrated circuit 16 returns to the sleep mode. If the
incoming signal does pass these tests, then the wake up
timer, and logic circuit determines whether the clock re-
covery and data recovery circuit 38 locks on to the clock
frequency contained in the chip rate of the incoming sig-
nal within a predetermined time period. If frequency lock
is obtained, the microprocessor is turned on for process-
ing of the received command. This is a "processor on"
mode.
[0051] If frequency lock is not obtained within the pre-
determined time, the integrated circuit 16 returns to the
sleep mode.
[0052] Other appropriate tests can be performed In
embodiments where spread spectrum is not employed.
In these embodiments, knowing how valid data is encod-
ed, the wake up timer and logic still compares the number

of transitions received in a given amount of time with an
expected number of transitions for a valid signal.
[0053] In summary, various tests are performed, and
the order in which they are performed is preferably se-
lected to most quickly identify invalid signals. U.S. Patent
Application Serial No. 08/424,827, filed April 19, 1995
and U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/092,147. dis-
close tests that could be employed for testing embodi-
ments of the invention.
[0054] After the wake up timer and logic circuit 36 de-
termines that a received signal is valid, the integrated
circuit 16 then performs clock recovery. To save space
and cost, the preferred device 12 does not include a crys-
tal timing element (clock). Instead, all timing for the device
12 is extracted from valid incoming signals received by
the receiver 30.
[0055] In one embodiment, a valid incoming radio fre-
quency signal is digital, and starts with a preamble, which
is followed by a start code (or Barker code), which is
followed by data (e.g., a command). For example, the
preamble may be a long (e.g., eighteen milliseconds)
string of zeros; i.e., the thirty-one chip sequence is in-
verted, and sent repeatedly for approximately 18 milli-
seconds. In the illustrated device the data or command
after the Barker code is shorter than the preamble, and
is approximately 4 milliseconds long.

Clock Recovery and Data Recovery Circuit

[0056] The clock for the entire integrated circuit 16 is
extracted from the incoming message itself. In one em-
bodiment, the transmitter 32 is selectable as being op-
erable in an active transmission mode, or a backscatter
mode. If the transmitter 32 is operating in an active mode,
the extracted clock is multiplied up to the carrier frequen-
cy of the transmitter 32. For example, in one embodiment,
the transmitter carrier frequency is 2.44 GHz. The choice
of chip rate is a function of the carrier frequency and the
carrier frequency has to be divisible by a power of two to
give the chip rate on the input.
[0057] If the transmitter 32 is operating in a backscatter
mode, the clock that has been recovered from the incom-
ing signal received by the receiver 30 is divided to make
it slower and is then used for frequency shift key or phase
shift key modulated backscatter.
[0058] In summary, a clock is recovered from the in-
coming message, and used for timing for the micro con-
troller 34 and all the other clock circuitry on the chip, and
also for deriving the transmitter carrier or the subcarrier,
depending on whether the transmitter is operating in ac-
tive mode or backscatter mode.
[0059] Note that there are disadvantages to generating
a transmit frequency in this fashion. Alternatively, a crys-
tal may be employed to generate a clock. A crystal pro-
vides a more stable, reliable clock to generate the trans-
mit frequency, but also increases cost and size of the
device 12.
[0060] In addition to recovering a clock, the clock re-
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covery and data recovery circuit 38 also performs data
recovery on valid incoming signals. The valid spread
spectrum incoming signal is passed through the spread
spectrum processing circuit 40, and the spread spectrum
processing circuit 40 extracts the actual ones and zeros
of data from the incoming signal. More particularly, the
spread spectrum processing circuit 40 takes the chips
from the spread spectrum signal, and reduces each thir-
ty-one chip section down to a bit of one or zero, which is
passed to the micro controller 34.

Micro controller

[0061] The micro controller 34 includes a serial proc-
essor, or I/O facility that received the bits from the spread
spectrum processing circuit 40. The micro controller 34
performs further error correction. More particularly, a
modified hamming code is employed, where each eight
bits of data is accompanied by five check bits used by
the micro controller 34 for error correction. The micro
controller 34 further includes a memory, and after per-
forming the data correction, the micro controller 34 stores
bytes of the data bits in memory. These bytes contain a
command sent by the interrogator 26. The micro control-
ler 34 responds to the command.
[0062] For example, the interrogator 26 may send a
command requesting that any device 12 in the field re-
spond with the device’s identification number. Status in-
formation is also returned to the interrogator 26 from the
device 12 when the device 12 responds.

Unalterable Identification

[0063] The integrated circuit 16 may include unaltera-
ble indicia (a signature), different from the device’s iden-
tification number discussed above. The unalterable indi-
cia is burned into programmable read only memory or
formed using a laser operating on fusible links. The un-
alterable indicia is indicative of the history of the particular
die used to manufacture the integrated circuit 16. For
example, in the illustrated embodiment, the unalterable
indicia includes a lot number, wafer number, and die
number of the die used to manufacture the integrated
circuit 16. This information is transmitted by the transmit-
ter in response to a manufacturers command received
by the receiver. In one embodiment, the manufacturer’s
command is a controlled access, or secret command that
is not readily ascertainable by the public or purchaser/us-
er of the device. This unalterable indicia can be used to
trace manufacturing problems in defective devices 12,
or to locate stolen products carrying a device 12.

Arbitration

[0064] If the interrogator 26 sends out a command re-
questing that all devices 12 within range identify them-
selves, and gets a large number of simultaneous replies,
the interrogator 26 may not able to interpret any of these

replies. Further, there may be multiple interrogators in
an area trying to interrogate the same device 12.
[0065] Therefore, arbitration schemes are provided.
With the more common scenario of multiple devices 12
trying to respond to an interrogator, the interrogator 26
sends a command causing each device 12 of a potentially
large number of responding devices 12 to select a ran-
dom number from a known range and use it as that de-
vice’s arbitration number. By transmitting requests for
identification to various subsets of the full range of arbi-
tration numbers, and checking for an error-free response,
the interrogator 26 determines the arbitration number of
every responder station capable of communicating at the
same time. Therefore, the interrogator 26 is able to con-
duct subsequent uninterrupted communication with de-
vices 12, one at a time, by addressing only one device 12.
[0066] If the interrogator 26 has prior knowledge of the
identification number of a device 12 which the interroga-
tor 26 is looking for, it can specify thai a response is re-
quested only from the device 12 with that identification
number.
[0067] Arbitration schemes are discussed below, in
greater detail, in connection with protocols.

Reply

[0068] After the micro controller processes a command
from the interrogators 26, the micro controller formats
the reply as specified in the protocol and the formatted
reply leaves the micro controller via a serial data port of
the micro controller. If desired, the formatted reply is
spread spectrum encoded by the spread spectrum
processing circuit 40. The reply is then modulated by the
transmitter 32. The transmitter 32 is capable of transmit-
ting using different modulation schemes, and the modu-
lation scheme is selectable by the interrogator 26. More
particularly, if it is desired to change the modulation
scheme, the interrogator 26 sends an appropriate com-
mand via radio frequency,
[0069] The transmitted replies have a format similar to
the format of incoming messages. More particularly, a
reply starts with a preamble (e.g., all zeros in active mode,
or alternating double zeros and double ones in backscat-
ter mode), followed by a Barker or start code which is
thirteen bits long, followed by actual data.
[0070] No stop bits are included in the incoming mes-
sage or reply, in the preferred embodiment. Instead, part
of the incoming message describes how many bytes are
included, so the integrated circuit 16 knows how much
information is included. Similarly, part of the outgoing re-
ply describes how many bytes are included, so the inter-
rogator 12 knows how much information is Included. The
incoming message and outgoing reply preferably also
include a check sum or redundancy code so that the in-
tegrated circuit 16 or the interrogator 12 can confirm re-
ceipt of the entire message or reply.
[0071] After the reply is sent, the integrated circuit 16
returns to the sleep mode, and the wake up timer and
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logic circuit 36 starts timing again for the next wake up
(e,g., in 16 milliseconds, or whatever period is selected).

Schottky Diode-RFID- Detector

Overview

[0072] For purposes of realizing a cost effective and
low power radio frequency receiver on an RPID tag, a
simple Schottky diode receiver is utilized. The receiver
is formed from a Schottky diode detector, an amplifier,
and the receiving antenna "rxantenna". With the imple-
mentation of a single integrated circuit 16 RFID tag, an
easy and low cost techniques for configuring the frequen-
cy of operation on a tag is needed. Receiver frequency
characteristics can be tailored by selecting an appropri-
ately seized antenna to be coupled to the integrated cir-
cuit 16 that supports the Schottky diode detector. Fur-
thermore, adjustment of bias current across the Schottky
diode can be used to realize a desired resistance there
across, enabling tuning or detuning of the receiver.
[0073] For purposes of enabling simplified represen-
tation, Fig. 9 illustrates a simplified circuit schematic for
one embodiment of a receiver 80 having a Schottky diode
detector 84 and antenna 44.
[0074] The detector 84 includes a Schottky diode 86
having an anode connected to the antenna 44 and having
a cathode.
[0075] The exemplary antenna 44 is formed from a
loop or folded dipole construction. The antenna 44 per-
forms band pass filtering.
[0076] The detector 84 further includes an ideal current
source 88 connected to the cathode of the Schottky diode
86 and driving current through the antenna and Schottky
diode 86 in the direction from the anode to the cathode.
The current source 88 is an ideal current source, and is
configured to forward bias the Schottky diode 86, realiz-
ing a desired resistance (or impedance) in the process.
[0077] The detector 84 further includes a capacitor 90
connected between the cathode of the Schottky diode
86 and ground. The capacitor 90 provides a radio fre-
quency short to ground so that all radio frequency voltage
appears across the Schottky diode 86. This maximizes
a base band signal produced by the Schottky diode 86.
[0078] The detector 84 further includes a capacitor 92
having a first terminal connected to the cathode and hav-
ing a second terminal defining an output of the detector
84. The capacitor 92 provides an AC short to video fre-
quency, and defines the output of the detector 84. The
capacitor 92 allows different bias levels in the detector
and at the input of a video amplifier connected to the
output of the detector 84. Details of the actual circuit im-
plementation on integrated circuit 16 will be discussed
below with reference to Fig. 5.

Antenna Implementation

[0079] Preferably, the antenna "rxantenna" is con-

structed and arranged to form a folded dipole antenna,
consisting of a continuous conductive path, or loop of
microstrip. The terminal ends of the antenna 44 loop each
form a conductive lead that electrically interconnects with
the integrated circuit 16 of Fig, 5. Alternatively, the an-
tenna can be constructed as a continuous loop antenna.
In this case, the antenna is constructed from a continuous
piece of conductive microstrip configured in the shape of
a square or circle to form a loop antenna.
[0080] The preferred assembly technique involves a
flip-chip epoxy bonding technique wherein the antennas
44 and 46 of Fig. 5 are actually printed onto the back face
of the plastic card or carrier (e.g. card 11 of Fig. 2 and
stamp 20 of Fig. 3), after which the integrated circuit 16
is bonded to the antenna, as well as to the battery, using
a conductive epoxy.
[0081] Preferably, the antennas 44 and 46 are printed
onto the back side of the card or stamp, forming each
microstrip loop antenna thereon. For example, the an-
tenna can be silk screened onto the card with a conduc-
tive polymer thick film. Alternatively, a conductive silver
filled epoxy can be used. Alternatively, the antenna can
be formed from a separate piece of conductive material,
for example, from a piece of wire or conductive ribbon
that is glued to the back of the card.
[0082] One exemplary technique for assembling the
postage stamp 20 of Fig. 4 is provided here below. The
same technique can be used to assemble the badge 10
of Fig. 2, or any other similarly constructed tag having a
rigid support or substrate similar to plastic cards 11 and
21. First, antennas 44 and 46 (of Fig. 5) are mounted to
a back face of the card. Preferably, the above elements
are simultaneously printed onto the back of a large sheet
of plastic with a conductive silver printed thick film, after
which the cards are individually separated, or cut from
the sheet. Pads on the integrated circuit 16 form enlarged
connection points for electrically bonding each antenna
44 and 46 and for connections to a power supply. Next,
the card is positioned front face down onto a rigid support
plate. Then integrated circuit 16 (of Fig. 4) is mounted to
the pads with conductive beads of epoxy. Finally, the
battery 18 is bonded along its bottom face with a bead
of conductive epoxy, after which conductive epoxy is
used to electrically connect the opposite terminal or top
of the battery with a corresponding conductive die pad.
[0083] Subsequently, a metal dam sized to conform
generally to the outer peripheral shape of the card 20 is
placed over the back of the card. The dam functions as
an outer template while a thin layer of non-conductive
epoxy (not shown) is applied to the back of the card 20,
preferably hermetically sealing in the integrated circuit
16, antenna and battery. Preferably, the thin coat of
epoxy consists of a coating, barely thick enough to cover
over the components forming the device. One benefit
provided by this construction technique is the elimination
of any visible bumps in the tag which can result when
constructing the tag by heat sealing two or more pieces
of plastic card together to trap the device 12 therein. How-
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ever, a lesser preferred construction of this invention en-
visions forming the tag, e.g. badge 10, stamp 20, or some
other tag, with such a heat sealed sandwich of plastic
cards.
[0084] Preferably,’the above technique for mounting
integrated circuit 16 to card 20 (of Fig. 4) consists of a
flip-chip mounting technique. One example of a flip-chip
mounting technique is disclosed in pending U.S. Patent
Application Serial No. 08/166,747, "Process of Manufac-
turing an Electrical Bonding Interconnect Having a Metal
Bond Pad Portion and Having a Conductive Epoxy Por-
tion Comprising an Oxide Reducing Agent," listing Rick
Lake and Mark E. Tuttle as inventors.

Details of Realization of Wide Carrier Frequency Band-
width

[0085] In order to meet the wide range of intended ap-
plications, it is desirable to construct the integrated circuit
for an RFID tag to realize operation of a wide range of
carrier frequencies. For example, several desirable car-
rier frequencies for the device disclosed in Fig. 5 are 915,
2450, and 5800 MegaHertz bands. Frequency selectivity
is realized in the device of Fig. 5 by appropriately config-
uring external antennas and internal circuit components
of the integrated circuit. For the case of a single integrated
circuit with an active on-board transmitter, it is necessary
to design circuit components into the integrated circuitry
prior to mounting and encapsulation of the integrated cir-
cuit with an antenna inside of a package. Hence, the cir-
cuit components needed to facilitate tailoring of the car-
rier frequency must be designed in" the integrated circuit.
In the case of a backscatter transmitter, components in-
cluded in the integrated circuit can be selected so as to
allow operation over a wide range of carrier frequencies,
the selection being made by choice of antenna.
[0086] The capacitor configured to ground in the video
receiver circuit of Fig. 9 is used to separate the radio
frequency (RF) from the "VIDEO AMP" side of the video
receiver circuits. The capacitor is sized to impart an ef-
fective short circuit to ground at radio frequency, thereby
ensuring that all of the radio frequency (RF) voltage ap-
pears across the Schottky diode terminals. Additionally,
the capacitor should be sized small enough at video fre-
quencies, so that the capacitor does not load down the
video amp circuit.
[0087] The capacitor configured in series in the video
receiver circuit of Fig. 9 is used to block out the DC com-
ponent of a voltage to "VIDEO AMP" while retaining the
AC component. In this manner, the series capacitor forms
a "blocking" capacitor or "coupling" capacitor.

Details of Inductorless RF Detector

[0088] A second desirable feature for the integrated
circuit of an RFID tag is to eliminate the need to use
inductors when constructing the Schottky diode detector.
One technique for providing a bias current to a Schottky

diode is disclosed in Fig. 8. Fig. 8 illustrates a receiver
60 including an antenna 62 and a Schottky diode detector
64. The receiver 60 includes inductors 68 and 70 used
to provide the bias current via voltage source 74 with this
implementation. A capacitor 76 is shunted to ground, and
a second capacitor 78 is placed in series, providing AC
coupling to the video amplifier. Several variations of such
inductor-based bias current implementations are de-
scribed in a paper entitled "Deigning Detectors for RF/ID
Tags," by Raymond W. Waugh of Hewlett-Packard Com-
pany, submitted for presentation at the RF Expo, San
Diego, February 1, 1995. Inductors are required in all of
these constructions, but their implementation on an inte-
grated circuit proves difficult because of problems inher-
ent in forming inductors in an integrated cirettit. The circuit
in Fig. 9 eliminates the inductors by biasing the Schottky
diode with a high impedance current source. A current
sink is provided by connecting the far end of the antenna
to Vdd.

Details of Elimination of Overdrive Problem

[0089] The Schottky diode detector circuit implemen-
tation may realize a technique for negating the effect of
high power radio frequency (RF) input levels on the
Schottky diode detector. More particularly, when high lev-
el radio frequency (RF) power is present at the antenna
"rxantenna," e.g. when the RFID tag antenna is close to
the transmitting antenna of an interrogator, the signal
present on node "A" of Fig. 9 becomes large. For exam-
ple, the signal on node "A" could be several hundreds of
millivolts. The rising and falling edges of the detected
signal are controlled by two separate time constants
which are very different, as shown in Fig. 11. As shown
by the high power signal of Fig. 11, the high power signal
has a rising edge which is fast, or has a very steep, nearly
vertical slope. The nearly vertical slope of the rising edge
results because the rising edge is controlled by the ef-
fective resistance of the Schottky diode (about 1 kOhm)
multiplied by the capacitance of capacitor 90 (Crf) (about
1-10pF). Hence, the resulting time constant is about 1 to
10 nanoseconds.
[0090] In contrast, the falling edge of the detected sig-
nal in Fig. 11 is controlled by the current source 88 as it
discharges capacitor 90 (Crf), which takes approximately
100 nanoseconds. As a result, the voltage waveform at
node "A" is distorted. According to the amplified digital
version of the signal, shown in Fig. 11, the signal in the
high power case is distorted by the unequal rise and fall
times. The onset of each fall for the digital version is trig-
gered at the cross-over point, which deviates substan-
tially from that of the low power signal. Such a distortion
poses a serious problem for implementing clock recovery
schemes, which rely on accurate edge-to-edge timing.
[0091] To overcome the above-mentioned problem,
the integrated circuit 16 may use only rising edges for
clock recovery. Hence, the distorted falling edges are
avoided altogether. As becomes apparent from viewing
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the amplified digital signal of Fig. 11, rising edge to rising
edge timing is not affected by the slow falling edges.
Therefore, the clock can be accurately recovered.
[0092] Fig. 10 illustrates a circuit 93 including a
Schottky diode detector 94, and an antenna 44 connect-
ed to the Schottky diode detector 94. More particularly,
the Schottky diode detector 94 may include a Schottky
diode 96 having a cathode connected to the antenna 44
and an anode. The Schottky diode detector 94 further
includes a current source 98 driving current in the direc-
tion from the anode to the cathode of the Schottky diode
96 and through the antenna 44. The Schottky diode de-
tector 94 further includes a capacitor 100 connected be-
tween the anode of the Schottky diode 96 and ground;
and a capacitor 102 connected between the anode of the
Schottky diode 96 and an output of the diode detector 94
which is connected to an amplification circuit. The same
technique used with respect to Fig. 9 can also be imple-
mented for the Schottky diode detector circuit of Fig. 10.
However, for this case. only the rising edges arc signifi-
cantly distorted, since the Schottky diode is reversed in
direction. Therefore, only the falling edges are used in
clock recovery.
[0093] The circuit, of Fig. 5 further includes a transmit-
ter 32. The transmitter 32 is capable of transmitting using
different modulation schemes, and the modulation
scheme is selectable by the interrogator. More particu-
larly, if it is desired to change the modulation scheme,
the interrogator sends an appropriate command via radio
frequency. The transmitter can switch between multiple
available modulation schemes such as Frequency Shift
Keying (FSK), Binary Phase Shift Keying (BPSK), Direct
Sequence Spread Spectrum, On-Off Keying (OOK), Am-
plitude Modulation (AM), and Modulated Backscatter
(MBS).
[0094] The output responses are included in packets
that contain, in order of transmission, a preamble, a Bark-
er code, and the reply data.
[0095] In one embodiment, each bit of the radio fre-
quency reply sent by the device 12 is modulated using a
pseudo noise (PN) sequence for direct sequence spread
spectrum commonication. The sequence is generated in
part by a linear feedback shift register "pngshr" having a
plurality of registers "pngsreg." In one embodiment, the
linear feedback shift register is in the form [5,2] which
means that the input to the first register is the result of
combining the output of the fifth register by the exclusive-
OR with the output of the second register. This produces
thirty-one states. In one embodiment, the linear feedback
shift register is in the form [6.1] for a sixty-three chip se-
quence. In another embodiment, the linear feedback shift
register is in the form [8,4,3,2] for a two hundred and fifty-
five chip sequence. In a preferred embodiment, the shift
register is selectable between multiple of the above
forms. In the form [6,1], the input to the first of six registers
is the result of combining the output of the sixth register
by exclusive-OR with the output of the first register. In
the form [8,4,3,2], the input to the first of eight registers

is the result of combining the outputs of registers eight,
four, three, and two by exclusive-OR. The sixty-three chip
output sequence requires less time for signal synchroni-
zation than the two hundred and fifty-five chip sequence,
However, the two hundred and fifty-five chip output se-
quence provides better performance in systems having
poor signal to noise ratio.
[0096] In embodiment where the active transmitter is
employed, the active transmitter operates by taking the
"FMASTER" clock that was recovered from the incoming
data stream and using a phase locked loop "txpllfsyn"
(an analog phase locked loop in the illustrated embodi-
ment) to multiply up the frequency. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, the frequency is multiplied up by a factor of
sixteen from 38 MHz to 610 MHz. The phase locked loop
includes an oscillator that generates eight phases which
are 45° out of phase with respect to each other. The eight
phases generated by the oscillator are applied to first
doubler circuits ’txdoubler" and ’txdoubler2" in order to
generate the proper phased outputs at double the fre-
quency that then again serve as inputs to the other dou-
bler circuit. The active transmitter further includes a trans-
mitter power amp "txpoweramp." The transmitter power
amp includes the other doubler that receives the outputs
of the first doubler circuits "txdoubler" and "txdoubler2."
Capability for several different modulation techniques is
provided for the active transmitter. One such modulation
technique is BPSK where the phase of the carrier (2.44
MHz in the illustrated embodiment) is inverted to indicate
a bit change. Another such modulation technique is am-
plitude modulation (AM). In the illustrated embodiment.
100% modulation, or on/off keying, is employed with the
amplitude modulation.
[0097] Again, the voltage controlled oscillator provides
an output signal having a frequency proportional to the
tune voltage received at its input. When the phase locked
loop is locked, the frequency and phase of the signal fed
back to the phase/frequency detector is equal to the fre-
quency and phase of the reference input signal. There-
fore, the output frequency of the voltage controlled oscil-
lator "txvco" is equal to N times the frequency of the ref-
erence signal, where N is equal to the division factor of
the divider. For the exemplary embodiment described
above. N is equal to sixteen and the output frequency of
the voltage controlled oscillator "txvco" is equal to sixteen
times the frequency of the reference signal, e.g. 16 x
38.15 MHz=610.45 MHz. By providing various output
taps distributed along a ring topology of the voltage con-
trolled oscillator "txvco," output signals of different phase
relationships (but of equal frequency) are obtained from
the voltage controlled oscillator "txvco.1* In a preferred
embodiment, eight separate output taps from the voltage
controlled oscillator "txvco" provide eight different output
signals having substantially 45° difference in phase ther-
ebetween, e.g., 0°, 45°, 90°, 135°, 180°, 225°, 270°, and
315°. Thus, in the illustrated embodiment, the voltage
controlled oscillator "txvco" generates eight phases
spaced 45°.
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Details of COS High Frequency VCO State

[0098] The voltage controlled oscillator "cxvco" com-
prises a ring oscillator having four stages. Fig. 12 is a
simplified schematic illustrating one stage 104. Four such
stages are connected in a chain, with the outputs of the
chain connected to the inputs of the chain, to define the
ring oscillator. The stage 104 includes a p-channel tran-
sistor 105 having a gate defining a control node "V con-
trol," having a source connected to a supply voltage "V
+." and having a drain; and a p-channel transistor 106
having a gate connected to the control node "V control,"
having a source connected to the supply voltage "V+,"
and having a drain. The stage 104 further includes an n-
channel transistor 107 having a gate defining an input
"IN P," a drain connected to the drain of the transistor
105 and defining a node "B," and a source; and an n-
channel transistor 108 having a gate defining an input
"IN N." a drain connected to the drain of the transistor
106 and defining a node "A," and a source. The stage
104 further includes an ideal current source 109 connect-
ed to the sources of the transistors 107 and 108 and
directing current from the sources of the transistors 107
and 108 to ground. The stage 104 further includes a re-
sistor 110 connected between the voltage "V+" and the
drain of the transistor 107, and a resistor 111 connected
between the voltage "V+" and drain of the transistor 108.
The stage 104 further includes a source follower 112 in-
cluding an n-channel transistor 113 having a gate con-
nected to the node "A," having a drain connected to a
supply voltage "V+." and having a source defining an
output "OUT P"; and an ideal current source 114 con-
nected to the source of the transistor 113 and directing
current from the source of the transistor 113 to ground
The stage 104 further includes a source followed 115
including an n-channel transistor 116 having a gate con-
nected to the node "B." having a drain connected to the
supply voltage "V+," and having a source defining an
output "OUST N"; and an ideal current source 117 con-
nected to the source of the transistor 116. A source fol-
lower is a circuit Where the signal at the source terminal
of a transistor is approximately equal to the signal at the
gate of the transistor. The source followers 112 and 115
are provided in the stage 104 to provide the necessary
drive for the outputs ’OUT P" and "TOUT Nit to drive a
load. More particularly, the outputs "OUT P" and ’OUT
N" drive amplifiers that drive frequency doublers de-
scribed elsewhere herein. Nodes "A" and B" are con-
nected to another stage in the chain (e.g., by connecting
the nodes "A" and "B" to inputs "IN P" and "IN N" of a
subsequent stage).
[0099] The ideal current source 109 drives a current
"IBIAS," and the values of the resistors 110 and III and
of "IBIAS" are chosen such that transistors 107 and 108
are in saturation. More particularly, the values of the re-
sistor 110 and the current "IBIAS" are chosen such that
the value of the resistance of resistor 110 multiplied by
the current "IBIAS" is less than a maximum voltage (e.g.

800 mV) to cause saturation of transistor 107. In the il-
lustrated embodiment, resistors 110 and 111 have the
same resistance value. The resistors 110 and 111 are
made from n-well, n+, p+, or polysilicon depending on
the process used to manufacture the integrated circuit
16. Parasitic capacitance on nodes A and B is minimized
by compact arrangement of the components of the stage
104, Computer software, such as from Cadence, can also
be employed to reduce parasitic capacitance.
[0100] The stage 104 provides a differential amplifier
capable of switching at a very high frequency. The switch-
ing frequency is adjustable by adjusting the voltage at
control node "V control." More particularly, as the voltage
at the control node "V control" decreases, the p-channel
transistors 105 and 106 become more conductive, and
there is less impedance between the supply voltage "V+,"
and the drains of the transistors 107 and 108. This pro-
vides for a faster switching rate. There is a linear change
in frequency versus the voltage at the control node "V
control" for at least some range of voltages.

Details of Frequency Doubler

[0101] Analog multipliers are known in the art. An an-
alog multiplier includes two inputs, and includes an output
providing a signal that is representative of a multiplication
of one of the inputs with the other of the inputs. One
known analog multiplier is known as a Gilbert multiplier
cell. For a detailed discussion of Gilbert cells, see Four
Quadrant Multiplier, B. Gilbert, IEEE Journal of Solid
State Circuits, 1968, pp. 365-373. Such Gilbert multiplier
cells are also described in detail in Analysis and Design
of Analog Integrated Circuits. Paul R. Gray and Robert
G. Meyer, Third Edition. 1993. John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,
pp. 667--681. Such Gilbert multiplier cells include two
cross-coupled, emitter-coupled pairs of bipolar junction
transistors in series with an emitter coupled pair of bipolar
junction transistors. A Gilbert multiplier cell employing
bipolar junction transistors produces an output that is the
hyperbolic tangent of two input voltages. This is because
a characteristic of bipolar junction transistors is exponen-
tial non-linearity. If the input voltages are sufficiently low,
the hyperbolic tangent function can be approximated as
linear, and the circuit behaves as a multiplier which mul-
tiplies together the two input voltages.
[0102] The multiplier cell originally developed by Gil-
bert employed bipolar junction transistors. It is also
known to employ MOS transistors to produce a Gilbert
multiplier cell. See, for example, Analog Integrated Cir-
cuits for Communication, Principles, Simulation and De-
sign, Donald O. Pederson and Kartikeya Mayaram, Ku-
wer Academic Publishers, Third Printing, 1994, pp.
431-433.
[0103] Fig. 14 illustrates a frequency doubler circuit
119 that includes a Gilbert cell 120. The Gilbert cell 120
includes a pair 122 defined by transistors 124 and 126.
The Gilbert cell 120 further includes a pair 128 defined
by transistors 130 and 132. The transistors 124 and 126
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have sources that are connected together. Thus, the pair
122 is a source coupled pair. The transistors 130 and
132 have sources that are connected together. Thus, the
pair 128 is a source coupled pair.
[0104] The transistors 126 and 130 have gates that are
connected together to define a first input node. The tran-
sistors 124 and 132 have gates that are connected to-
gether to define a second input node. The transistors 124
and 130 have drains that are connected together, and
the transistors 126 and 132 have drains that arc connect-
ed together (shown as a criss-cross pattern in Fig. 14).
[0105] The Gilbert cell 120 further includes another pair
134 including transistors 136 and 138 having sources
coupled together. Thus, the pair 134 is a source coupled
pair. The pair 134 is in series with the pairs 122 and 128.
More particularly, the transistor 136 has a drain connect-
ed to the sources of the transistors 124 and 126, and the
transistor 138 has a drain connected to the sources of
the transistors 130 and 132. The transistor 138 has a
gate defining a third input node, and the transistor 136
has a gate defining a fourth input node.
[0106] The Gilbert cell 120 further includes an ideal
current source 140 driving current from the sources of
the transistors 136 and 138 to ground. The frequency
doubler 119 further includes a resistor 142 connected
between the drain of the transistor 124 and a voltage,
and a resistor 144 connected between the drain of the
transistor 132 and the voltage. The resistors 142 and 144
define loads for current steering that produces output
voltage swings.
[0107] For low amplitude signals, the Gilbert cell 120
provides an output between the drain of the transistor
124 and the drain of the transistor 132 that is an analog
multiplication of a first input signal applied between the
first and second input nodes, by a second input signal
applied between the third and fourth input nodes.
[0108] It is known to use a Gilbert cell to multiply to-
gether sine waves of different phases to produce a dou-
bled frequency (Figs. 14 and 15). This is based on a
known trigonometric relatiorashlp 

Signals that are 180’ apart are applied to the first and
second input nodes, and a phase shifter produces 90’
shifted signals that art applied to the third and fourth input
nodes. However, in such embodiments, an integrator is
required, and the phase shifter is required to be feedback
controlled, because slight errors in the required 90’ phase
shift would otherwise cause the output signals to have
different average values and different amplitudes as
shown in Fig. 13. Fig. 13 is a waveform diagram illustrat-
ing the effect of errors in frequency doubler circuits that
necessitates correction, such as by using an integrator
and feedback. Fig. 14 is a circuit schematic illustrating a
frequency doubler circuit that employs an integrator and

feedback to solve the problem illustrated in Fig. 13. Fig.
15 is a waveform diagram illustrating input and output
waves created and employed by a frequency doubler cir-
cuit such as the one shown in Fig. 14.
[0109] It is desirable to avoid the need for feedback.
Frequency multiplier circuits employing feedback are
susceptible to being disturbed. For example, if substrate
noise or an adjacent line switches and causes a shift at
the integrator. the output will be distorted from the desired
output until the integrator has a chance to recover. The
integrator can take a long time to recover. Therefore, it
is desirable to eliminate feedback loops from a frequency
multiplier.
[0110] Fig. 16 is a circuit schematic illustrating a sym-
metric frequency doubler circuit 146 that does not require
an integrator and feedback to solve the problem illustrat-
ed in Fig. 13. The frequency doubler circuit of Fig. 16
creates and employs waveforms such as those shown
in Fig. 15
[0111] The frequency doubler circuit 146 includes a
first Gilbert cell 148, and a second Gilbert cell 150 cou-
pled to the first Gilbert cell 148.
[0112] The first Gilbert cell 148 includes a pair 152 de-
fined by transistors 154 and 156. The transistors 154 and
156 have sources that are connected together. Thus, the
pair 152 is a source coupled pair. The Gilbert cell 148
further includes a pair 158 defined by transistors 160 and
162. The transistors 160 and 162 have sources that are
connected together. Thus, the pair 158 is a source cou-
pled pair.
[0113] The transistors 156 and 160 have gates that are
connected together to define a first input node 163. The
transistors 154 and 162 have gates that are connected
together to define a second input node 165. The transis-
tors 154 and 160 have drains that are connected togeth-
er, and the transistors 156 and 162 have drains that are
connected together (shown as a criss-cross pattern in
Fig. 16).
[0114] The Gilbert cell 148 further includes another pair
164 including transistors 166 and 168 having sources
coupled together. Thus, the pair 164 is a source coupled
pair. The pair 164 is in series with the pairs 152 and 158.
More particularly, the transistor 166 has a drain connect-
ed to the sources of the transistors 154 and 156, and the
transistor 168 has a drain connected to the sources of
the transistors 160 and 162. The transistor 168 has a
gate defining a third input node 169, and the transistor
166 has a gate defining a fourth input node 171.
[0115] The Gilbert cell 148 further includes an ideal
current source 170 driving current from the sources of
the transistors 166 and 168 to ground. The frequency
doubler 146 further includes a resistor 172 connected
between the drain of the transistor 154 and a voltage,
and a resistor 174 connected between the drain of the
transistor 162 and the voltage. The resistors 172 and 174
define loads for current steering that produces output
voltage swings.
[0116] The second Gilbert cell 150 includes a pair 182
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defined by transistors 184 and 186. The transistors 184
and 186 have sources that are connected together. Thus,
the pair 182 is a source coupled pair. The Gilbert cell 150
further includes a pair 188 defined by transistors 190 and
192. The transistors 190 and 192 have sources that are
connected together. Thus, the pair 188 is a source cou-
pled pair.
[0117] The transistors 186 and 190 have gates that are
connected together to define a first input node 193 of the
second Gilbert cell 150. The transistors 184 and 192 have
gates that are connected together to define a second
input node 195 of the second Gilbert cell 150. The tran-
sistors 184 and 190 have drains that are connected to-
gether, and the transistors 186 and 192 have drains that
are connected together (shown as a criss-cross pattern
in Fig. 16).
[0118] The Gilbert cell 150 further includes another pair
194 including transistors 196 and 198 having sources
coupled together. Thus, the pair 194 is a source coupled
pair. The pair 194 is in series with the pairs 182 and 188.
More particularly, the transistor 196 has a drain connect-
ed to the sources of the transistors 184 and 186, and the
transistor 198 has a drain connected to the sources of
the transistors 190 and 192. The transistor 198 has a
gate defining a third input node 199, and the transistor
196 has a gate defining a fourth input node 201.
[0119] The Gilbert cell 150 further includes an ideal
current source 200 driving current from the sources of
the transistors 196 and 198 to ground.
[0120] The outputs of the second Gilbert cell are con-
nected to the outputs of the first Gilbert cell- More par-
ticularly, the drain of the transistor 184 is connected to
the drain of the transistor 154 and the drain of the tran-
sistor 192 is connected to the drain of the transistor 162.
[0121] The first input node 193 of the second Gilbert
cell 150 is connected to the fourth input node 171 of the
first Gilbert cell 148. The third input node 199 of the sec-
ond Gilbert cell 150 is connected to the second input
node 165 of the first Gilbert cell 148. The fourth input
node 201 of the second Gilbert cell 150 is connected to
the first input node 163 of the first Gilbert cell 148.
[0122] In operation, a first sinusoidal signal is applied
to the second input node 165 of the first Gilbert cell 148.
A second sinusoidal signal, 180’ out of phase with the
first sinusoidal signal, is applied to the first input node
163 of the first Gilbert cell 148 (and to the fourth input
node of the second Gilbert cell 150). A third sinusoidal
signal, 90’ out of phase with the first sinusoidal signal, is
applied to the second input node 195 of the second Gil-
bert cell 150. A fourth sinusoidal signal, 270’ out of phase
with the first sinusoidal signal, is applied to the first input
node of the second Gilbert celt 150. This relationship of
phases on the inputs to the first and second Gilbert cells
causes the output to be symmetrical so that the problem
of Fig. 13 is avoided without the need for feedback. Even
with slight errors in phases between the input signals, a
symmetrical output is produced.
[0123] Generally speaking, each Gilbert cell adds cur-

rent from bottom transistors to top transistors through the
resistor loads to form output voltages. In the illustrated
embodiment, a phase arrangement applied to the upper
Gilbert cell is generality reversed for the bottom Gilbert
cell so undesirable offsets cancel each other.
[0124] The second, third, and fourth input sinusoidal
signals may be derived from the first input sinusoidal sig-
nal using a simple four stage differential oscillator.
[0125] A doubled frequency is thus obtained at the out-
puts, which are defined at the drain of the transistor 154
and the drain of the transistor 162, without the need for
an integrator and feedback.

Details of Single Antenna Receiver and Active Transmit-
ter

[0126] Fig. 18 provides a simplified circuit schematic
showing the antenna 44 being shared by the active trans-
mitter and the Schottky diode detector 84. The Schottky
diode detector 84 was described above in detail in con-
nection with Fig. 9, like reference numerals indicating like
components.
[0127] The detector 84 includes a Schottky diode 86
having an anode connected to the antenna 44 and having
a cathode. The detector 84 further includes an ideal cur-
rent source 88 connected to the cathode of the Schottky
diode 86 and driving current through the antenna and
Schottky diode 86 in the direction from the anode to the
cathode. The detector 84 further includes a capacitor 90
connected between the cathode of the Schottky diode
86 and ground and providing a radio frequency short to
ground, The detector 84 further includes a capacitor 92
having a first terminal connected to the cathode, having
a second terminal defining an output of the detector 84,
providing an AC short to video frequency, and defining
the output of the detector 84,
[0128] The active transmitter is illustrated as a block
330 in Fig. 18.
[0129] The antenna is a loop antenna and has one end
connected to a bias voltage (Vdd) and has another end
connected to the anode of the Schottky diode 86.
[0130] The transmitter has an antenna output (or RF
output) 332, and the detector 84 has an antenna input
(or RF input) 334. In the illustrated embodiment, the in-
tegrated circuit 16 having the transmitter 330 and detec-
tor 84 includes a contact connected to the antenna output
332 and accessible from outside the IC package; and a
contact connected to the antenna input 334 and acces-
sible from outside the IC package. These contacts are
connected together by a short outside the package. This
provides for flexibility in that different antenna configura-
tions are possible, separate antennas can be used for
the detector 84 and transmitter 330, if desired, an external
amplifier can be used to amplify the output of the trans-
mitter 330, etc.
[0131] The detector and transmitter do not operate si-
multaneously.
[0132] The integrated circuit 16 may further include a
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pull up transistor 336 connected to the cathode of the
Schottky diode 86 and configured to connect the cathode
to the bias voltage (Vdd) when the transmitter is operat-
ing. The pull up transistor 336 can be include if necessary
so the detector does not interfere with the transmitter,
330 while the transmitter 330 is transmitting.
[0133] By using a common antenna for the active trans-
mitter and the Schottky diode detector, space savings
are achieved.
[0134] The active transmitter 330 is shown greater de-
tail in Fig. 19. The active transmitter includes a differential
pair 338 of transistors driven by the frequency doubter.
The function of the differential pair 338 is to steer current
to the antenna 44 or away from the antenna 44. If bi-
phase modulation is employed, the differential pair 338
steers one phase or the other phase to the antenna 44.

Details of Single Antenna Receiver and Backscatter 
Transmitter

[0135] Fig. 20 provides a simplified circuit schematic
showing an antenna 350 being shared by the backscatter
transmitter and the Schottky diode detector 84, in a man-
ner-similar to the antenna sharing possibility described
in connection with Figs. 18-19. The Schottky diode de-
tector 84 was described above in detail in connection
with Fig. 9, like reference numerals indicating like com-
ponents.
[0136] The antenna 350 may be a loop antenna and
has one end connected to a bias voltage (Vdd) and has
another end connected to the detector 84 via a detector
input illustrated as RXANT in Fig. 20. For antenna sharing
with a backscatter transmitter, capacitors 352 and 354
external of the integrated circuit 16 are employed, as il-
lustrated in Fig 20, to isolate the antenna from the back-
scatter antenna driver when the detector is using the an-
tenna.
[0137] The detector and transmitter do not operate si-
multaneously.
[0138] By using a common antenna for the backscatter
transmitter and the Schottky diode detector, space sav-
ings are achieved.
[0139] As shown in Fig. 21, a single antenna 350 is
shared by the detector 94 (shown in Fig. 10 and described
elsewhere herein) and a backscatter transmitter. An n-
channel transistor 356 is provided having power elec-
trodes connected to opposite ends of the antenna, and
having a control electrode connecting to transmitter mod-
ulation circuitry. The control electrode is held low when
the antenna is being used by the receiver.

Details of Low Power Pseudo Random Number Gener-
ator

[0140] The device includes a random clock generator
"rcg" including a linear feedback shift register "rcg_osc"
that has a plurality of stages and that generates a pseudo-
random sequence. The random clock generator "rcg" in-

cludes an oscillator "rcg_osc" that supplies clock signals
to the linear feedback shift register. The device includes
a low current generator, such as a thermal voltage gen-
erator, to drive the oscillator that supplies clock signals
to the linear feedback shift register. The shift register has
two modes of operation; namely, a low power mode, and
a high power mode. The random clock generator includes
current mirrors referenced to the low current generator.
In the low power mode, the current to each stage of the
shift register is limited by the current mirrors. In the high
power mode, the current mirror device gates are driven
to full supply voltages. This allows the shift register to
operate at a higher frequency appropriate for shifting the
random number into the processor.
[0141] This technique is illustrated, with reference to
an inverter, in a simplified schematic in Fig. 17. Fig. 17
shows a circuit including series connected p-type tran-
sistors 210 and 212, and series connected n-type tran-
sistors 214 and 216 which are connected in series with
the p-type transistors 210 and 212. The transistors 210,
212, 214, and 216 are connected between a positive volt-
age "V+" and ground. The transistor 210 has a gate con-
nected to a voltage "V BIAS P" and the transistor 216
has a gate connected to a voltage "V BIAS N."
[0142] When "V BIAS N" and "V BIAS P" are controlled
by a low current current mirror (low power mode), the
turn-on voltages of transistors 210 and 216 are small and
current through inverter transistors 212 and 214 is limit-
ed. When "V BIAS N" is pulled to "V+" and "V BIAS P" is
pulled to ground, the inverter operates at full speed.

Details of RF Selectable Return Link

[0143] The return link configuration logic "rIconfig" pro-
vides for user customization of operation of the transmit-
ter "tx." Various customizations are possible. For exam-
ple, the transmitter "tx" is selectable as operating in a
backscatter transmit mode, or an active transmit mode
in response to a command from the interrogator 26. This
is shown in Figs. 6 and 7. Fig. 6 is a simplified circuit
schematic illustrating a transmitter "tx" switchable be-
tween an active mode and a, backscatter mode, and em-
ploying separate antennas As1 and As2 for the active
mode and the backscatter mode, respectively. If the ac-
tive mode is selected, the micro controller connects the
antenna As1 to transmit the output of the transmitter,
using switch S1. If the backscatter mode is selected, the
micro controller 34 connects the antenna As2 to transmit
the output of the transmitter, using switch S2. In an al-
ternative embodiment, shown in Fig. 7, the transmitter
"tx" is still switchable between an active mode and a back-
scatter mode, but employs the same antenna 46 for both
the active mode and the backscatter mode.
[0144] If the backscatter mode is selected, the interro-
gator 26 sends a continuous unmodulated RF signal
while the transmitter "tx" transmits a response to a com-
mand from the interrogator 26. The clock recovered from
the incoming message is used to derive a subcarrier for
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the transmitter "tx." In the illustrated embodiment, the
subcarrier for the transmitter "tx" is a square wave sub-
carrier. The response to the interrogator is modulated
onto the square wave subcarrier by the device 12 using
a selected modulation scheme. For example, the re-
sponse can be modulated onto the subcarrier using Fre-
quency Shift Keying (FSK), or Binary Phase Shift Keying
(BPSK).
[0145] If the active transmit mode is selected, the trans-
mitter 32 is selectable as using amplitude modulation, or
bi-phase (Binary Phase Shift Keying) modulation. The
transmitter 32 is selectable as using differential coding,
and/or spread spectrum coding. There are various com-
binations of options that can be selected through the com-
mands that are sent to the integrated circuit 16 by the
interrogator 26, The transmitter 32 is selectable as using
the thirty-one chip spread spectrum sequence, or a nar-
row band.
[0146] These options provide for a wide range of pos-
sible applications or uses for the integrated circuit 16,
and provide for the possibility of using different schemes
in an application for different purposes. For example, an
active transmit can be selected for certain purposes,
while a backscatter transmit can be selected for different
purposes.
[0147] The return link configuration control logic "rIcon-
fig" has inputs "TXSEL0," "TXSEL1," and "TXSEL2." The
values on these inputs are defined by a radio frequency
command sent by the interrogator. These inputs
"TXSEL0," "TXSEL1," and "TXSEL2" are connected to
the outputs of an output register "oreg" included in the
processor. The return link configuration logic takes each
possible combination of inputs "TXSEL0," "TXSEL1,"
and "TXSHL2" (there are a total of 2x2x2=8 possible com-
binations) and asserts appropriate control signals to en-
able the desired return link configuration. The signals be-
ing controlled by the return link configuration control logic
"rIconfig" are: "ENDIL" for enabling the data interleaver;
"PNOFF" for selecting whether or not PN encoding is
employed for data transmitted by the device 12; "DIFF-
SEL" for selecting which polarity of differential encoding
is used for transmitted data; "DIFFON" for selecting
whether or not differential encoding is employed for trans-
mitted data; and "ENFSK" for selecting PSK (or PSK in
an alternative embodiment) for transmitted data;
"BSCAT" for enabling backscatter for transmitted data;
and "ENABLEAM" enables amplitude modulation.
[0148] The integrated circuit 16 further includes a
number of sensors, such as sensors "batalg," "tsn," and
"mag," in the embodiments where an A/D converter is
included in the analog processor "anIgproc." The sensor
"batalg" is a battery voltage detector, the sensor "tsn" is
a temperature sensor, and the sensor "mag" is a mag-
netic sensor. These sensors will be connected to the A/D
converter in the analog processor "anIgproc" in one em-
bodiment of the invention. In one embodiment, one or
more of these sensors are not included or not used.
[0149] Using such sensors, the device 12 can monitor

things such as its own battery voltage, its temperature
and detect the presence of a magnetic field. There are
various possible uses for information sensed by such
sensors. For example, events can be counted so that,
depending on the user’s application, the user can deter-
mine whether or how many times a certain item was ex-
posed to temperature above or below a certain value
(e.g., to determine likelihood of spoilage or damage). Al-
ternatively, the user can determine whether or how many
times a certain item was exposed to a magnetic field of
a certain value (e.g., when passing a certain location).

Protocol

[0150] A description of a protocol which can be em-
ployed by the device 12 for the commands, replies, and
status information is contained in a manual titled "Micron
RFID Systems Developer’s Guide." This manual relates
to a device for use with an "AMBIT" (TM) brand tracking
system as well as to the device 12.
[0151] Examples of commands that can be sent from
the interrogator 26 to the device 12 are as follow:

Identify

[0152] An Identify function is used when attempting to
determine the identification of one or more of the devices
12. Each device 12 has its own identification number Tag-
Id. It is possible that the interrogator will receive a garbled
reply if more than one tag responds with a reply. If replies
from multiple tags are received, an arbitration scheme,
discussed below, is used to isolate a single device 12.

ReadAnalogPort

[0153] In one embodiment, a ReadAnalogPort function
is provided which returns the voltage (eight-bit value) of
a selected analog port on a device 12.

ReadDigitalPort

[0154] A ReadDigitalPort function returns data read
from a serial port of a device 12.

ReadTagMemory

[0155] A ReadTagMemory function returns data from
a user accessible portion of memory included in a device
12.

ReadTagStatus

[0156] A ReadTagStatus function returns system in-
formation about a specified device 12. For example, in
response to this command, the device 12 will transmit a
confirmation of its TagId, a tag revision number, the low
battery status bit, and other information.
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SetAlarmMode

[0157] In one embodiment, a SetAlarmMode function
is provided which is used to determine if a set point has
been exceeded on an analog port of the device 12 (e.g.,
if a sensor senses a condition exceeding a predeter-
mined threshold). There, are three alarm modes:
SET_HIGH_BAND_ON_ALARM,
SET_LOW_BAND_ON_ALARM, and
SET_STATUS_REG_ON_ALARM.
[0158] The SET_HIGH_BAND_ON_ALARM mode
sets a device 12 to a low data band, and clears a bit in
the device’s status register indicative of an alarm thresh-
old being exceeded. When a set point (threshold) is vio-
lated, the device 12 will switch from the low data band to
a high data band.
[0159] The SET_LOW_BAND_ON_ALARM mode
sets a device 12 to a high data band, and clears a bit in
the device’s status register indicative of an alarm thresh-
old being exceeded. When a set point (threshold) is vio-
lated, the device 12 will switch from the high data band
to the low data band.
[0160] The SET_STATUS_REG_ON_ALARM mode
does not change data bands, but will result in a bit
ALARM_THRESHOLD_EXCEEDED in the status regis-
ter being set if the set point is violated.

SetMemoryPartition

[0161] A SetMemoryPartition function defines (initial-
izes) a block of user memory in a device 12 for memory
partition. After being initialized, a partition may be used
to store data using a function WriteTagMemory. Data
may be read from the partition using a function Read-
TagMemory. The number of partitions available on a de-
vice 12 can be determined using the ReadTagStatus
function.

WriteAccessId

[0162] A WriteAccessId function is used to update an
access identification AccessId for one of the memory par-
titions.

WriteDigitalPort

[0163] A WriteDisitalPort function is used to write data
to the synchronous serial port of a device 12.

WriteTagId

[0164] A WriteTagId function is used to update the Tag-
Id of a device 12.

WriteTagMemory

[0165] A WriteTagMemory function is used to write to
the user memory space UserMemory of a device 12.

WriteTagsRegs

[0166] A WriteTagsRegs function is used to update se-
lected or all registers of a device 12 including registers
TagControlReg, LswTagId, TagStoredInterrId, Timed-
LockoutCounter, and DormantCounter for a range of
RandomValueIds. This command can be used, for ex-
ample, to disable a device 12. If desired, the transmitter
of a device 12 can be disabled while the receiver of that
device 12 is left functional. This is accomplished using
bits KILL_TAG_0 and KILL_TAG_1 in a register TagCon-
crolReg.

WriteTagRegsRandIdRange and WriteTapRegsTagId-
Range

[0167] WriteTagRegsRandIdRange and WriteTa-
gRegsTagIdRange functions are used to update regis-
ters of a group of devices 12. The WriteTagRegsTagId-
Range function updates selected or all registers, includ-
ing registers TagControlReg, LswTagId, TagStoredInter-
rid, TimedLockoutCounter, and DormantCounter, for a
range of TagIds.
[0168] Examples of interrogator commands are as fol-
lows:

GetCrntAntenna

[0169] A GetCrntAntenna function returns the current
antenna set used to communicate with a device 12.

GetCrntRetries

[0170] A GetCrntRetries function returns the number
of times a command was re-transmitted during the last
tag-specific command.

GetInterrStats

[0171] A GetInterrStats function returns record-keep-
ing parameters if the interrogator performs this function.

GetReplyStat

[0172] A GetReplyStats function returns values that
are specific to the last tag-specific reply if the interrogator
processes this information.

SetInterrRegs

[0173] A SetInterrRegs function is used to set various
communication parameters on an interrogator. Not all of
the parameters are used on all interrogators.

SetInterrTest

[0174] A SetInterrTest function is used during testing.
This function should not be called in normal operation.
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SetTimeouts

[0175] A SetTimeouts function is used to set the sys-
tem watchdog timers.
[0176] A convenience command is described as fol-
lows:

IdentifyAll

[0177] An IdentifyAll function returns the number of de-
vices 12 found within the system’s communication range.
The IdentifyAll reply parameters include the TagId and
RandomValueId for each device 12 that is identified.
[0178] The sequence of steps performed by a device
12 upon receipt of an Identify command from an interro-
gator will now be provided, reference being made to Figs.
23-25.
[0179] Fig. 23 illustrates top level steps, held in ROM,
performed by the data processor of the device 12 upon
wake up (upon leaving a sleep mode 500) for any reason.
The sleep mode is described above.
[0180] At step 502, a determination is made as to
whether the device 12 is in a test mode. Test mode is
enabled by holding a special pin high at power up time.
If so, the data processor proceeds to step 504; if not, the
data processor proceeds to step 506.
[0181] At step 504, a test routine is performed. The
current test routine checks the Rom, RAM, processor
registers, and the timed lockout timer. After performing
step 504, the data processor proceeds to step 500 (the
device 12 returns to the sleep mode).
[0182] At step 506, a determination is made as to
whether the device 12 is being powered up according to
the status of a signal provided by a power up detector
circuit. If so, the data processor proceeds to step 508; if
not, the data processor proceeds to step 510.
[0183] At step 508, a power up routine is performed
which initializes the wakeup timer, sets up the control
register, and clears the RAM. After performing step 508,
the data processor proceeds to step 500 (the device 12
returns to the sleep mode).
[0184] At step 510, a determination is made as to
whether a protocol request has been issued. If so, the
data processor proceeds to step 512; if not, the data proc-
essor proceeds to step 514.
[0185] At step 512, the data processor executes a com-
mand processing routine. The command processing rou-
tine is described in greater detail below, in connection
with Figs. 24A-B. After performing step 512, the data
processor proceeds to step 500 (the device 12 returns
to the sleep mode).
[0186] At step 514, a determination is made as to
whether an alarm timer request has been issued. This
occurs once each minute. If so, the data processor pro-
ceeds to step 516; if not, the data processor proceeds to
step 500 (the device 12 returns to the sleep mode).
[0187] At step 516, the data processor performs an
alarm timer routine, which in one embodiment allows a

selected analog input to be compared against a thresh-
old. The results of the comparison can be used to set a
bit and optionally cause the chip to change data bands.
[0188] The command processing routine 512 is illus-
trated in greater detail in Fig. 24.
[0189] At step 518, high signals are placed on lines
SIOENABLE and RFENABLE to enable the serial input
output block "sio" and to enable radio frequency commu-
nications. After performing step 518, the data processor
proceeds to step 520.
[0190] At step 520, a determination is made as to
whether RFDET is high indicating that an RF signal is
still present at the receiver input. If so, the data processor
proceeds to step 522; if not, the data processor proceeds
to step 524.
[0191] At step 524, the command processing routine
is aborted, and the device 12 returns to the sleep mode.
[0192] Steps 522, 526, 528, and 532 are used to de-
termine whether a first byte of a command is received
within a predetermined amount of time after the chip
wakes up and successfully acquires the clock signal from
the incoming preamble.
[0193] At step 522, a counter is initialized according to
the wakeup interval selected. After performing step 522,
the data processor proceeds to step 526.
[0194] At step 526, a determination is made as to
whether the counter has counted down to zero. If so, the
data processor proceeds to step 524; if not, the processor
proceeds to step 528.
[0195] At step 528, a determination is made as to
whether the first byte of a valid incoming radio frequency
signal has been detected. If so, the processor proceeds
to step 530; if not, the processor proceeds to step 532.
[0196] At step 532, the counter is decremented. After
performing step 532, the data processor proceeds to step
526.
[0197] At step 530, the data processor reads in a com-
mand string from the serial input output block "sio" and
stores the command string in random access memory-
The serial input output block "sio" controls transfer of an
incoming radio frequency message from the receiver to
the data processor. After performing step 530, the data
processor proceeds to step 534.
[0198] At step 534, the high signals on lines RFENA-
BLE and SIOENABLE are cleared. After performing step
534, the data processor proceeds to step 536.
[0199] At step 536, the receiver is turned off in order
to conserve power. After performing step 536, the data
processor proceeds to step 538.
[0200] At step 538, a determination is made using CRC
as to whether transmission occurred without errors. If so,
the data processor proceeds to step 540; if not, the data
processor proceeds to step 524. CRC is cyclic redun-
dancy checking, a technique known in the art used to
detect errors in transmission of data by the affirmation of
error codes by both the sending and receiving devices.
In one embodiment, a check sum is used in place of a
CRC.
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[0201] At step 540, a determination is made as to
whether the device 12 was killed by a previous command.
If so, the data processor proceeds to step 542; if not, the
data processor proceeds to step 544.
[0202] At step 542, a determination is made as to
whether the received command is a WriteTagRegs com-
mand which can reset the kill bits in the control register.
If so, the data processor proceeds to step 544; if not, the
data processor proceeds to step 548, which is identical
to step 524 on the previous page of the diagram.
[0203] At step 544, a determination is made as to
whether a valid command token exists for the received
command. If so, the data processor proceeds to step
546; if not, the data processor proceeds to step 548.
[0204] At step 546, a determination is made as to
whether variables TagID and InterrID transmitted to the
device 12 correctly correspond to the identification
number for the particular device 12 and the identification
number for the interrogator with which the particular de-
vice 12 is to correspond. If so, the data processor pro-
ceeds to step 550; if not, the data processor proceeds to
step 548.
[0205] At step 548, the command processing routine
is aborted, and the device 12 returns to the sleep mode.
[0206] At step 550, the data processor jumps to code
for the specific command that was received by radio fre-
quency. If the command is an Identify command, the data
processor will jump to step 552, which is the start of an
Identify command routine.
[0207] The Identify command routine is illustrated in
Figs. 25A-B.
[0208] At step 554, a determination is made as to
whether a timed lockout has been set by a previously
received command. If so, the data processor proceeds
to step 556; if not, the data processor proceeds to step
558.
[0209] At step 556, the Identify command routine is
aborted, and the device 12 returns to the sleep mode.
[0210] At step 558, a determination is made as to
whether a variable "InterrID" transmitted to the device 12
correctly corresponds to the identification number for the
interrogator with which the particular device 12 is to cor-
respond. If so, the data processor proceeds to step 560;
if not, the data processor proceeds to step 556.
[0211] At step 560, Arbitration Lockout is cleared if this
is requested. After performing step 560, the data proc-
essor proceeds to step 562.
[0212] At step 562, a new random number is obtained
if this is requested. After performing step 562, the data
processor proceeds to step 564.
[0213] At step 564, arbitration parameters are
checked. After performing step 564, the data processor
proceeds to step 566.
[0214] At step 566, a determination is made as to
whether the particular device 12 should respond. If so,
the data processor proceeds to step 568; if not, the data
processor proceeds to step 556.
[0215] At step 568, reply parameters are assembled

and stored in the RAM. After performing step 568, the
data processor proceeds to step 570.
[0216] At step 570, a battery status bit is updated to
indicate whether the battery voltage is below a threshold
value. This information is included in the reply to the Iden-
tify command that is sent to the interrogator. After per-
forming step 570, the data processor proceeds to step
572.
[0217] At step 572, CRC is calculated. After performing
step 572, the data processor proceeds to step 574.
[0218] At step 574, high signals are set on lines RFEN-
ABLE and SIOENABLE to enable radio frequency trans-
mission and to enable the serial input output block which
transfers the data to be transmitted (i.e., the reply param-
eters) from the processor to the transmit circuitry. After
performing step 574, the data processor proceeds to step
576.
[0219] At step 576, the device 12 sends a preamble,
consisting of 2000 bits of alternating pairs of ones and
zeros, to the interrogator via radio frequency. After per-
forming step 576, the data processor proceeds to step
578.
[0220] At step 578, the device 12 sends the 13 bit start
code to the interrogator via radio frequency. After per-
forming step 578, the data processor proceeds to step
580.
[0221] At step 580, the data processor sends a reply
to the Identify command to the interrogator via radio fre-
quency. After performing step 580, the data processor
proceeds to step 582.
[0222] At step 582, the high signals on lines RFENA-
BLE and SIOENABLE are cleared. After performing step
582, the data processor proceeds to step 584.
[0223] At step 584, transmit mode is cleared. After per-
forming step 584, the data processor proceeds to step
586.
[0224] At step 586, the processor pulses the Protocol
Request Acknowledge signal which terminates the wake-
up condition that initiated this entire routine. After per-
forming step 586, the data processor proceeds to step
588.
[0225] At step 588, the data processor returns certain
control register bits to their proper states in preparation
for sleep mode.
[0226] The processor then proceeds to step 500 and
returns to sleep mode.
[0227] The sequence of steps performed by an inter-
rogator to issue an Identify command will now be provid-
ed, reference being made to Figs. 26-28.
[0228] Fig. 26 illustrates steps performed by a host
processor of the interrogator upon initialization. Initiali-
zation is started in step 600 by calling a function.
[0229] At step 602, a determination is made as to
whether an attempt is being made to open more than a
maximum number of interrogators. If so, the host proc-
essor proceeds to step 604; if not, the host processor
proceeds to step 606.
[0230] At step 604, an appropriate error message is
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returned by setting the parameter RFID ErrorNum to the
appropriate value, and a null value is returned to the call-
ing function.
[0231] At step 606, interrogator parameters are initial-
ized. This includes initializing timeout values, interrogator
types and ports. After performing step 606, the host proc-
essor proceeds to step 608.
[0232] At step 608, a determination is made as to
whether a valid interrogator IO port has been selected.
If so, the host processor proceeds to step 612; if not, the
host processor proceeds to step 610.
[0233] At step 610, an appropriate error message is
returned. The parameter RFID ErrorNum is set to the
appropriate value and a null is returned to the calling
function.
[0234] At step 612. function addresses are assigned.
This includes the function to compute CRCs or check-
sums and the input and output routines. After performing
step 612, the host processor proceeds to step 614.
[0235] At step 614, default communication values are
assigned. This includes default selections for diversity
and communication retries. After performing step 614,
the host processor proceeds to step 616.
[0236] At step 616, communication hardware is reset.
This initializes the interrogator into a known state by re-
setting the hardware and clearing the I/O FIFO’s. After
performing step 616, the host processor proceeds to step
618.
[0237] At step 618, a frequency synthesizer is initial-
ized. This function programs the frequency synthesizer
to the desired frequency. After performing step 618, the
host processor proceeds to step 620.
[0238] At step 620, a determination is made as to
whether the frequency synthesizer is programmed prop-
erly. This function is used to abort the initialization proc-
ess if the frequency synthesizer cannot be programmed,
thereby preventing subsequent communications to occur
on inappropriate frequencies. If so, the host processor
proceeds to step 622; if not, the host processor proceeds
to step 624.
[0239] At step 622, an host memory pointer is returned
that points to a structure that contains the initialized pa-
rameters. After performing step 622, program control is
returned to the Host Application Code.
[0240] At step 624, an appropriate error message is
returned in the RFID ErrorNum parameter and a null is
returned to the calling function.
[0241] Fig. 27 illustrates an example of a software ap-
plication, starting at step 630, that calls the Identify func-
tion and causes the interrogator to transmit an Identify
command via radio frequency.
[0242] At step 632, the function shown and described
above in connection with Fig. 25 is called. After a suc-
cessful call to the open functions (step 632) the host com-
puter proceeds to step 634.
[0243] At step 634, a determination is made as to
whether the function shown and described in connection
with Fig. 26 was successfully opened. If so, the system

proceeds to step 638; if not, the system proceeds to step
636.
[0244] At step 636, the host processor exits the appli-
cation (or takes whatever steps are appropriate within
the intended application).
[0245] At step 637, the parameters are initialized for
an Identify Command.
[0246] At step 638, an Identify function (described be-
low in connection with Fig. 28) is called. After performing
step 638, the host library function proceeds to step 640.
[0247] At step 640, a determination is made as to
whether a good reply was received from the device 12.
If so, the host computer proceeds to step 642; if not, the
host processor proceeds to step 644.
[0248] At step 642, reply parameters received from the
device 12 are printed, displayed, or otherwise used or
processed. After performing step 642, the host computer
proceeds to step 646 where the application returns re-
sults and ends.
[0249] At step 644, the host processor exits the appli-
cation or takes whatever steps are appropriate for a given
application.
[0250] Fig. 28 illustrates the sequence of steps per-
formed by the host library function at the starting at step
650, when an Identify command is issued to the device
12.
[0251] At step 654, the command buffer is packetized,
using the host application initialized parameters. After
performing step 654, the host computer proceeds to step
656.
[0252] At step 656, the packet CRC is computed and
stored at the end of the packet.
[0253] At step 658, the packet including the CRC is
stored in an interrogator transmit queue that operates in
a first in, first out fashion. After performing step 658, the
host computer proceeds to step 659.
[0254] At step 659, the interrogator is commanded to
output the packet to the RF.
[0255] At step 660, a watchdog timer is set. After per-
forming step 660, the host computer proceeds to step
662.
[0256] At step 662, a determination is made as to
whether a reply is available from the device 12. If so, the
host computer proceeds to step 668; if not, the host com-
puter proceeds to step 664.
[0257] At step 664, a determination is made as to
whether the watchdog timer set in step 660 has expired.
If so, the host computer proceeds to step 666; if not, the
host computer proceeds to step 662.
[0258] At step 666, the host computer returns no reply
and terminates processing for the Identify command.
[0259] At step 668, CRC is checked to ensure error
free transmission from the device 12 to the interrogator.
After performing step 668, the host computer proceeds
to step 670.
[0260] At step 670, the reply packet is read from the
reply FIFO. After performing step 670, the library routine
proceeds to step 672.

39 40 



EP 2 202 704 B1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0261] At step 672, the reply packet is parsed into sep-
arate parameter buffers. After performing step 672, the
host library returns program control to the host applica-
tion (step 674), where processing for the Identify com-
mand terminates and the host application software con-
tinues.

Details of Arbitration

[0262] The arbitration of multiple interrogators per de-
vice 12 is a detection method based upon each interro-
gator using a unique interrogator ID (InterrId). The Inter-
rId is sent to a device 12 in a command. The device 12
also stores an interrogator ID TagStoredInterrId. The
TagStoredInterrId is only updated by a WriteTagReg-
sXXX command. A RevdInterrId is included in replies
from a device 12. If a TagStoredInterrId does not match
the RevdInterrId then the tag will not respond with a reply.
[0263] The arbitration of more than one tag per inter-
rogator 26 is accomplished by using an ArbitcationValue
and an ArbitrationMask during an Identify command.
Contained within each device 12 is a random value ID
(RandomValueId) and an arbitration lockout
(IDENTIFY_LOCKOUT) bit. The RandomValueId is set
to a "random" binary number upon command by an in-
terrogator. It may also be set by an Identify command
setting a SELECT_RANDOM_VALUE bit in SubCmnd.
[0264] The following examples use a 1-byte Arbitra-
tionValue for simplicity. If an interrogator 26 transmits an
Identify command with its ArbitrationMask set to 0000
0000 (binary), all devices 12 in the receiving range will
respond. If there is only one device 12, communications
may proceed between the interrogator 26 and device 12.
If there are multiple devices 12 responding, the interro-
gator 26 will detect a collision and will start the arbitration
Sequence. To start the arbitration sequence among mul-
tiple tags, the interrogator 26 instructs the tags to clear
their IDENTIFY_LOCKOUT bit and (possibly) re-rand-
omize their RandomValueId values. The ArbitrationVal-
ue 0000 0000 and ArbitrationMask 0000 0001 are then
transmitted to all devices 12 in range. The devices 12
perform a logical ANDing (masking) of the Arbitration-
Mask and the RandomValueId. If the result matches the
ArbitrationValue sent by the interrogator 26, the device
or devices 12 will reply to the Identify command. If not,
the interrogator 26 will increment the ArbitrationValue to
0000 0001 and try again.
[0265] The interrogator 26 then checks each of the
possible binary numbers (0000 0000 and 0000 0001 in
this case) in the expanded mask (0000 0001) for a re-
sponse by a device 12. If a single device 12 responds to
One of these values, the interrogator 26 will reply by com-
manding it to set its lockout bit. If any collisions are de-
tected at this mask level, the mask would be widened
again by one bit, and so on through the eight bit wide
mask (256 numbers). If no collisions are detected for a
particular ArbitrationValue and ArbitrationMask combi-
nation, the TagId returned in the reply Is used for direct

communication with that particular device 12. During the
arbitration sequence with up to about one hundred de-
vices 12, the mask will eventually grow large enough such
that all devices 12 can respond without collision. After
the mask widens to four or five bits, more devices 12
have unique random numbers and single tag replies are
received. Thus with each expansion of the Arbitration-
Mask, there are fewer and fewer tags left to Identify.
[0266] With a large number of tags in range, it is pos-
sible that several devices 12 will choose the same value
for their RandomValueId. In this case, the complete mask
will be used. Collisions will still occur and the remaining
tags will be instructed to select a new Random ValueId.
If an application dictates, for example, that one hundred
tags will usually be present in range of the interrogator
26, it would be advantageous to start with the mask set
to eight bit wide (11111111) and count up through 256
instead of starting with the mask set at 0000 0000, fol-
lowed by 0000 0001, 0000 0011, etc. Other arbitration
schemes can be implemented by the user.

Applications

[0267] There are a large number of possible applica-
tions for devices such as the device 12. Because the
device 12 includes an active transponder, instead of a
transponder which relies on magnetic coupling for power,
the device 12 has a much greater range.
[0268] One application for devices 12 is inventory con-
trol to determine the presence of particular items within
a large lot of products.
[0269] Another application for devices 12 is electronic
article surveillance (EAS). The devices 12 can be at-
tached to retail items in a store having an interrogator 26
at the exits, for detection of unauthorized removal of retail
items. The merchant can deactivate or remove devices
12 from retail items for which proper payment has been
made.
[0270] Another application for devices 12 is to track
migration of animals.
[0271] Another application for devices 12 is to coun-
teract terrorism by monitoring luggage entering a plane
to ensure that each item of luggage that enters the plane
is owned by a passenger who actually boards the plane.
The devices 12 can also be used to monitor luggage to
locate lost luggage.
[0272] The device 12 can be use to track packages,
such as courier packages.
[0273] The device 12 can be used to track hazardous
chemicals or waste to ensure that it safely reaches a
proper disposal site.
[0274] The device 12 can be used for security purpos-
es, to track personnel within a building. The device 12
can also be used for access control.
[0275] The device 12 can be used to monitor and man-
age freight transit. For example, interrogators 26 can be
placed at the entrance and exit of a terminal (e.g., a rail
or truck terminal), to monitor incoming and outgoing ship-
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ments of vehicles bearing the devices 12.
[0276] The device 12 can be used to impede car theft.
A European anti-theft directive (74/61/EEC) provides that
all new car models sold after January 1997 must be fitted
with electronic immobilizers and approved alarm sys-
tems. The devices 12 can be provided on keychains or
within car keys, and interrogators 26 placed in cars, so
that the vehicle will be inoperable unless the specified
device 12 for a specific car is used. The interrogator 26
can control the door locks of a car, or the ignition of the
car, or both. Because the device 12 includes memory,
the interrogator 26 in the car can periodically automati-
cally change values in the device 12 (like changing a
password).
[0277] Devices 12 can be placed in cars and used in
connection with electronic toll collections systems. Be-
cause the devices 12 can be used to identify the respec-
tive cars in which they are placed, interrogators 26 in toll
plazas can charge appropriate accounts based on which
cars have passed the toll plaza.
[0278] Devices 12 can be placed in cars and used in
connection with parking systems. Because the devices
12 can be used to identify the respective cars in which
they are placed, interrogators 26 in parking areas can
determine when a vehicle arrives and leaves a parking
area.
[0279] The devices 12 can be used for inventory con-
trol of rental equipment.
[0280] The devices 12 can be used where bar code
labels will not properly work because of harsh environ-
mental conditions (e.g., grease, dirt, paint).

Claims

1. A method for determining an identification code
stored in a radio frequency identification (RFID) tag
in an environment containing a plurality of RFID tags,
the method comprising:

communicating, from an interrogator to the plu-
rality of RFID tags, an interrogation signal com-
prising a first parameter to distinguish the inter-
rogator from another interrogator and a second
parameter to select a group of RFID tags from
the plurality of RFID tags;
communicating, from the interrogator to the plu-
rality of RFID tags, return link configuration in-
formation;
processing, within the RFID tag, the interroga-
tion signal, including storing the first parameter
for use in subsequent comparisons and com-
paring the second parameter to a value stored
in the RFID tag to determine if the RFID tag is
a member of the group;
using the return link configuration information to
select, within the RFID tag, one of a plurality of
modulation types; and

communicating, from the RFID tag to the inter-
rogator, a reply signal modulated using the se-
lected one of the plurality of modulation types.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein communicating the
interrogation signal is done in accordance with fre-
quency hopping spread spectrum in a frequency
range that includes 915MHz.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the interrogation sig-
nal further comprises a preamble comprising at least
one data bit-0 and excluding any data bit-1’s, and
wherein the reply signal comprises a preamble com-
prising a plurality of data bit-0’s and a plurality of data
bit-1’s.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the RFID tag stores
the identification code in a first region of memory,
and the tag further comprises a second region of
memory dedicated to user memory for read/write da-
ta storage.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the tag further stores
a tag identifier to indicate tag manufacture informa-
tion.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the tag further stores
a tag revision number in a third region of memory.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising decre-
menting a counter in the RFID tag, wherein the tag
refrains from communicating the reply signal if the
counter is greater than zero.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising commu-
nicating a kill command from the interrogator to the
RFID tag to disable a transmitter of the RFID tag
while leaving the receiver functional.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the reply signal in-
cludes a parameter to indicate how many bytes are
included in at least a portion of the reply signal.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the reply signal in-
cludes at least a portion of the identification code.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising the RFID
tag generating a random number, wherein the reply
signal includes the random number.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the value is the
random number.

13. A system for tracking objects comprising:

a plurality of radio frequency identification
(RFID) tags, each storing a respective identifi-
cation code;
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a plurality of objects, each having attached
thereto a respective one of the RFID tags; and
an interrogator comprising a transceiver for
communication with the plurality of RFID tags,
characterized in that the interrogator and the
RFID tags are adapted to communicate in ac-
cordance with the method of any of the preced-
ing claims.

14. The system of claim 13, further comprising a plurality
of labels, each affixed to a respective one of the plu-
rality of objects and comprising visual information on
its front side and a respective RFID tag attached to
its back side.

15. The system of claim 13, further comprising a host
computer coupled to the interrogator to receive and
process each respective identification code.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Bestimmen eines in einer Funkfre-
quenzidentifikations- bzw. RFID-Kennung gespei-
cherten Identifikationscodes in einer Umgebung, die
eine Vielzahl von RFID-Kennungen enthält, das Ver-
fahren umfassend:

Kommunizieren, von einem Abfragesender zu
der Vielzahl von RFID-Kennungen, eines Abfra-
gesignals, umfassend einen ersten Parameter
zum Unterscheiden des Abfragesenders von ei-
nem anderen Abfragesender und einen zweiten
Parameter zum Auswählen einer Gruppe von
RFID-Kennungen aus der Vielzahl von RFID-
Kennungen;
Kommunizieren, von dem Abfragesender zu der
Vielzahl von RFID-Kennungen, von Rückver-
knüpfung-Konfigurationsinformationen;
Verarbeiten, innerhalb der RFID-Kennung, des
Abfragesignals einschließlich Speichern des
ersten Parameters zur Verwendung in anschlie-
ßenden Vergleichen und Vergleichen des zwei-
ten Parameters mit einem in der RFID-Kennung
gespeicherten Wert, um zu bestimmen, ob die
RFID-Kennung ein Mitglied der Gruppe ist;
Verwenden der Rückverknüpfung-Konfigurati-
onsinformationen zum Auswählen, innerhalb
der RFID-Kennung, eines einer Vielzahl von
Modulationstypen; und
Kommunizieren, von der RFID-Kennung zu dem
Abfragesender, eines Antwortsignals, das unter
Verwendung des ausgewählten einen der Viel-
zahl von Modulationstypen moduliert wurde.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei Kommunizieren
des Abfragesignals in Übereinstimmung mit Fre-
quenzsprung-Spreizspektrum in einem Frequenz-

bereich, der 915 MHz enthält, erfolgt.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Abfragesig-
nal ferner eine Präambel umfasst, umfassend min-
destens ein 0-Datenbit und ausschließlich sämtli-
cher 1-Datenbits, und wobei das Antwortsignal eine
Präambel umfasst, umfassend eine Vielzahl von 0-
Datenbits und eine Vielzahl von 1-Datenbits.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die RFID-Ken-
nung den Identifikationscode in einer ersten Spei-
cherregion speichert und die Kennung ferner eine
zweite Speicherregion umfasst, die dem Benutzer-
speicher für Lesen/Schreiben-Datenspeicherung
zugeteilt ist.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Kennung fer-
ner einen Kennungsidentifizierer zum Angeben von
Kennungsherstellung-Informationen speichert.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Kennung fer-
ner eine Kennungsrevisionsnummer in einer dritten
Speicherregion speichert.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend De-
krementieren eines Zählers in der RFID-Kennung,
wobei die Kennung Kommunizieren des Antwortsi-
gnals unterlässt, wenn der Zähler größer als null ist.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend Kom-
munizieren eines Abstellbefehls von dem Abfrage-
sender zu der RFID-Kennung, um einen Sender der
RFID-Kennung zu deaktivieren, während der Emp-
fänger funktional gelassen wird.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Antwortsig-
nal einen Parameter zum Angeben, wie viele Bytes
in mindestens einem Abschnitt des Antwortsignals
enthalten sind, enthält.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei das Antwortsig-
nal mindestens einen Abschnitt des Identifikations-
codes enthält.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend, dass
die RFID-Kennung eine Zufallszahl erzeugt, wobei
das Antwortsignal die Zufallszahl enthält.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei der Wert die
Zufallszahl ist.

13. System zum Verfolgen von Objekten, umfassend:

eine Vielzahl von Funkfrequenzidentifikations-
bzw. RFID-Kennungen, wobei jede einen jewei-
ligen Identifikationscode speichert;
eine Vielzahl von Objekten, wobei jedes eine
daran angefügte jeweilige eine der RFID-Ken-
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nungen aufweist; und
einen Abfragesender, umfassend einen Trans-
ceiver zum Kommunizieren mit der Vielzahl von
RFID-Kennungen, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der Abfragesender und die RFID-Kennun-
gen ausgelegt sind, gemäß dem Verfahren nach
einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche zu kommu-
nizieren.

14. System nach Anspruch 13, ferner umfassend eine
Vielzahl von Etiketten, wobei jedes an ein jeweiliges
eines der Vielzahl von Objekten angebracht ist und
visuelle Informationen auf seiner Vorderseite und ei-
ne an seiner Rückseite angefügte jeweilige RFID-
Kennung umfasst.

15. System nach Anspruch 13, ferner umfassend einen
Hostcomputer, gekoppelt an den Abfragesender,
zum Empfangen und Verarbeiten jedes jeweiligen
Identifikationscodes.

Revendications

1. Procédé permettant de déterminer un code d’iden-
tification stocké dans une étiquette d’identification
radiofréquence (RFID) dans un environnement con-
tenant une pluralité d’étiquettes RFID, le procédé
comprenant les étapes consistant à :

transmettre, d’un interrogateur vers la pluralité
d’étiquettes RFID, un signal d’interrogation
comprenant un premier paramètre pour distin-
guer l’interrogateur d’un autre interrogateur et
un second paramètre pour sélectionner un grou-
pe d’étiquettes RFID parmi la pluralité d’étiquet-
tes RFID ;
transmettre, dudit interrogateur vers la pluralité
d’étiquettes RFID, des informations de configu-
ration de liaison retour ;
traiter, au sein de l’étiquette RFID, le signal d’in-
terrogation, ce qui comprend les étapes consis-
tant à stocker le premier paramètre pour une
utilisation lors de comparaisons ultérieures et
comparer le second paramètre à une valeur
stockée dans l’étiquette RFID afin de déterminer
si l’étiquette RFID est un membre du groupe ;
utiliser les informations de configuration de
liaison retour pour sélectionner, au sein de l’éti-
quette RFID, un type parmi une pluralité de ty-
pes de modulation ; et
transmettre, de l’étiquette RFID vers l’interroga-
teur, un signal de réponse modulé en utilisant
le type sélectionné parmi la pluralité de types de
modulation.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
de transmission du signal d’interrogation est réalisée

conformément à un étalement de spectre avec sauts
de fréquence dans une plage de fréquence qui com-
prend 915 MHz.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le si-
gnal d’interrogation comprend en outre un préam-
bule comprenant au moins un bit d’information 0 et
excluant tout bit d’information 1, et dans lequel le
signal de réponse comprend un préambule compre-
nant une pluralité de bits d’information 0 et une plu-
ralité de bits d’information 1.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’éti-
quette RFID stocke le code d’identification dans une
première région de mémoire, et l’étiquette comprend
en outre une seconde région de mémoire dédiée à
une mémoire d’utilisateur pour lire/écrire un stocka-
ge de données.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel l’éti-
quette stocke en outre un identifiant d’étiquette afin
d’indiquer des informations de fabrication d’étiquet-
te.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel l’éti-
quette stocke en outre un numéro d’actualisation
d’étiquette dans une troisième région de mémoire.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre une étape consistant à décrémenter un comp-
teur dans l’étiquette RFID, l’étiquette s’abstenant de
communiquer le signal de réponse si le compteur
est supérieur à zéro.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre une étape consistant à transmettre une com-
mande de blocage de l’interrogateur vers l’étiquette
RFID afin de désactiver un émetteur de l’étiquette
RFID tout en laissant le récepteur fonctionnel.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le si-
gnal de réponse comprend un paramètre pour indi-
quer combien de multiplets sont inclus dans au
moins une partie du signal de réponse.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel le si-
gnal de réponse comprend au moins une partie du
code d’identification.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre une étape consistant, pour l’étiquette RFID, à
générer un nombre aléatoire, le signal de réponse
comprenant le nombre aléatoire.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel la
valeur est le nombre aléatoire.

13. Système permettant de rechercher des objets,
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comprenant :

une pluralité d’étiquettes d’identification ra-
diofréquence (RFID), chaque étiquette stockant
un code d’identification respectif ;
une pluralité d’objets, sur chacun desquels est
fixée une étiquette respective parmi les étiquet-
tes RFID ; et
un interrogateur comprenant un émetteur/ré-
cepteur permettant de communiquer avec la
pluralité d’étiquettes RFID, caractérisé en ce
que l’interrogateur et les étiquettes RFID sont
conçus pour communiquer conformément au
procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes.

14. Système selon la revendication 13, comprenant en
outre une pluralité de fiches, chaque fiche étant ap-
posée sur un objet respectif parmi la pluralité d’objets
et comprenant des informations visuelles sur sa face
avant et une étiquette RFID respective fixée sur sa
face arrière.

15. Système selon la revendication 13, comprenant en
outre un ordinateur hôte couplé à l’interrogateur afin
de recevoir et traiter chaque code d’identification res-
pectif.
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