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(54) Apparatus for endoscopic procedures

(57) An electromechanical surgical device is provid-
ed and includes an end effector configured to perform at
least one function; and a shaft assembly. The end effector
includes a rotatable drive screw having a coupling mem-
ber at a proximal end thereof; and a flexible drive cable
rotatably supported therein and extending therefrom,
wherein the flexible drive cable receives rotational forces
and transmits said rotational forces to the drive screw to
actuate the end effector. The shaft assembly includes a

proximal neck housing supported at a distal end of the
outer tube; and a distal neck housing pivotally connected
to the proximal neck housing, wherein a distal end of the
distal neck housing is configured and adapted for oper-
ative connection with the end effector. In use, when the
end effector is connected to the shaft assembly, the flex-
ible drive cable extends through the proximal neck hous-
ing and the distal neck housing.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to surgical ap-
paratus, devices and/or systems for performing endo-
scopic surgical procedures and methods of use thereof.
More specifically, the present disclosure relates to elec-
tromechanical, hand-held surgical apparatus, devices
and/or systems configured for use with removable dis-
posable loading units and/or single use loading units for
clamping, cutting and/or stapling tissue.

2. Background of Related Art

[0002] A number of surgical device manufacturers
have developed product lines with proprietary drive sys-
tems for operating and/or manipulating electromechani-
cal surgical devices. In many instances the electrome-
chanical surgical devices include a handle assembly,
which is reusable, and disposable loading units and/or
single use loading units or the like that are selectively
connected to the handle assembly prior to use and then
disconnected from the handle assembly following use in
order to be disposed of or in some instances sterilized
for re-use.
[0003] Many of these electromechanical surgical de-
vices are relatively expensive to manufacture, purchase
and/or operate. There is a constant desire by manufac-
tures and end users to develop electromechanical sur-
gical devices that are relatively inexpensive to manufac-
ture, purchase and/or operate yet still provide a large
degree of operability.
[0004] Accordingly, a need exists for electromechani-
cal surgical apparatus, devices and/or systems that are
relatively economical from the development and manu-
facturing stages, to the selling/purchase stages, to the
storing/shipping stages, to the use/operation stages, and
on to the disposal and/or re-use stages while still provid-
ing an end user with a high degree of operability.

SUMMARY

[0005] The present disclosure relates to electrome-
chanical, hand-held surgical apparatus, devices and/or
systems configured for use with removable disposable
loading units and/or single use loading units for clamping,
cutting and/or stapling tissue.
[0006] According to an aspect of the present disclo-
sure, an electromechanical surgical device is provided.
The electromechanical surgical device includes an end
effector configured to perform at least one function. The
end effector includes a rotatable drive screw having a
coupling member at a proximal end thereof; and a flexible
drive cable rotatably supported therein and extending
therefrom, wherein the flexible drive cable receives rota-

tional forces and transmits said rotational forces to the
drive screw to actuate the end effector. The electrome-
chanical surgical device includes a shaft assembly. The
shaft assembly includes a proximal neck housing sup-
ported at a distal end of the outer tube; and a distal neck
housing pivotally connected to the proximal neck hous-
ing, wherein a distal end of the distal neck housing is
configured and adapted for operative connection with the
end effector. In use, when the end effector is connected
to the shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable extends
through the proximal neck housing and the distal neck
housing.
[0007] The shaft assembly may include a coupling lug
extending distally from the distal neck housing. The cou-
pling lug may be located substantially along a central
longitudinal axis of the shaft assembly.
[0008] The end effector may define a central opening
formed in a proximal surface thereof. The central opening
of the end effector may be configured and dimensioned
to receive the coupling lug of the shaft assembly when
the end effector is connected to the shaft assembly.
[0009] The end effector may include a lock actuator
having at least a first position and a second position. In
use, when the lock actuator is in the first position the
coupling lug of the shaft assembly may be insertable into
the central opening of the end effector upon a connection
of the end effector to the shaft assembly.
[0010] In use, when the lock actuator is in the second
position the coupling lug of the shaft assembly may be
prevented from insertion into the central opening of the
end effector. In use, when the end effector is coupled to
the shaft assembly, a disposition of the lock actuator to
the second position may secure the end effector to the
shaft assembly to inhibit disconnection of the end effector
from the shaft assembly.
[0011] The end effector may include a lock bar opera-
tively engageable by the lock actuator. The lock bar may
include a first position in which the lock bar does not
extend across the central opening of the end effector;
and a second position in which the lock bar at least par-
tially extends across the central opening of the end ef-
fector.
[0012] The lock actuator may urge the lock bar to the
second position when the lock actuator is in the second
condition.
[0013] The coupling lug may define an outer annular
race therearound. In use, when the lock bar is in the sec-
ond position, and when the end effector is coupled to the
shaft assembly, the lock bar may at least partially enter
the annular race of the coupling lug.
[0014] The lock actuator may be biased to the second
position or the lock bar may be biased to the first position.
[0015] The lock actuator may include an intermediate
position between the first position and the second posi-
tion thereof. In use, when the lock actuator is in the in-
termediate position, an angled camming surface of the
lock actuator may be in contact with the lock bar such
that the lock bar is disposed at an intermediate position
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between the first position and the second position there-
of.
[0016] In use, in the intermediate position of the lock
actuator, upon a separation of the end effector from the
shaft assembly, the coupling lug of the end effector may
exert a force on the lock bar to urge the lock bar to the
second position and the lock actuator to the first position.
[0017] The shaft assembly may define at least a pair
of distally oriented notches formed in a distal end thereof.
The pair of notches may be radially offset by about 90°
relative to one another. In use, the end effector may be
rotated relative to the shaft assembly to axially align the
lock actuator with one of the pair of notches to fix a rota-
tional orientation of the end effector relative to the shaft
assembly when the lock actuator is in the second posi-
tion.
[0018] In use, the end effector may be arranged to be
manually rotated relative to the shaft assembly.
[0019] The shaft assembly may further include an ar-
ticulation bar at least partially slidably supported in the
distal neck housing. The articulation bar may include a
distal end; and a proximal end operatively connected to
a rotatable drive shaft; wherein the articulation bar is off
set a radial distance from the central longitudinal axis of
the shaft assembly. The shaft assembly may further in-
clude an articulation link having a proximal end pivotally
connected to the distal end of the articulation bar, and a
distal end pivotally connected to the distal neck housing.
[0020] In use, actuation of the rotatable drive shaft of
the electromechanical surgical device that is connected
to the articulation bar may cause the articulation bar to
axially translate. In use, axial translation of the articula-
tion bar may cause the distal neck housing to pivot off
axis relative to the proximal neck housing.
[0021] The shaft assembly may include a coil spring
extending between and across the distal neck housing
and the proximal neck housing. In use, when the end
effector is connected to the shaft assembly, the flexible
drive cable may be sheathed in the coil spring.
[0022] When the end effector is connected to the shaft
assembly, at least the distal end of the flexible drive cable
may be offset a radial distance from a central longitudinal
axis of the shaft assembly.
[0023] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, an end effector for performing a surgical function
and being connectable to an electromechanical power
source is provided. The end effector includes an upper
jaw and a lower jaw, at least one of the upper jaw and
the lower jaw being movable in relation to the other of
the upper jaw and the lower jaw, wherein the lower jaw
of the end effector is configured to selectively receive a
cartridge assembly; a drive beam slidably supported in
the lower jaw and being translatable through each of the
upper jaw and the lower jaw to move the lower jaw relative
to the upper; a cartridge assembly configured for loading
into the lower jaw, the cartridge assembly including an
actuation sled slidably supported therein and being con-
figured to expel at least a portion of a plurality of staples

loaded in the cartridge assembly upon a distal movement
of the actuation sled from a proximal-most position; a
drive screw rotatably supported in the lower jaw, wherein
the drive beam is threadably supported on the drive
screw, whereby rotation of the drive screw results in axial
translation of the drive beam, wherein the drive screw
defines a proximal coupling socket; a proximal coupling
hub defining a proximal facing opening; and a lock actu-
ator having at least a first position and a second position;
and a lock bar supported in the proximal coupling hub
and being operatively engageable by the lock actuator.
[0024] The lock bar includes a first position in which
the lock bar does not extend across the opening of the
proximal coupling hub; and a second position in which
the lock bar at least partially extends across the opening
of the proximal coupling hub.
[0025] In use, when the lock actuator is in the first po-
sition the lock bar may be in the first position, and, wherein
when the lock actuator is in the second position the lock
bar is engaged by the lock actuator and urged by the lock
actuator to the second position.
[0026] In use, either the lock actuator may be biased
to the second position or the lock bar may be biased to
the first position.
[0027] The lock actuator may include an intermediate
position between the first position and the second posi-
tion thereof. In use, when in the intermediate position, an
angled camming surface of the lock actuator may be in
contact with the lock bar such that the lock bar is disposed
at an intermediate position between the first position and
the second position thereof.
[0028] The end effector may further comprises a flex-
ible drive cable rotatably supported therein and extending
therefrom the coupling socket of the drive screw, wherein
the flexible drive cable receives rotational forces and
transmits said rotational forces to the drive screw to ac-
tuate the end effector.
[0029] According to a further aspect of the present dis-
closure, an adapter shaft assembly for selectively inter-
connecting an end effector and an electromechanical
power source is provided. The adapter shaft assembly
includes an adapter housing configured and adapted for
selective connection to at least one rotatable drive shaft
of the electromechanical power source; an outer tube
having a proximal end supported by the adapter housing
and a distal end configured and adapted for operative
connection with the end effector; and at least one force
transmitting assembly for interconnecting a respective
one of the at least one rotatable drive shaft of the elec-
tromechanical power source and at least one rotation
receiving member supported in the end effector.
[0030] The at least one force transmitting assembly
includes a flexible drive cable extending from the end
effector, the flexible drive cable having a first end that is
connected to a rotatable drive shaft that is connected to
the at least one rotatable drive shaft of the electrome-
chanical power source and a second end that is connect-
able to the at least one rotation receiving member of the
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end effector, wherein the at least one force transmitting
assembly transmits a rotation of the rotatable drive shaft
of the electromechanical power source to the at least one
rotation receiving member of the end effector.
[0031] The adapter shaft assembly may further com-
prise a proximal neck housing supported at a distal end
of the outer tube; and a distal neck housing pivotally con-
nected to the proximal neck housing, wherein a distal
end of the distal neck housing is configured and adapted
for operative connection with the end effector. The flex-
ible drive cable may extend at least through the proximal
neck housing and the distal neck housing when the end
effector is connected to the shaft assembly.
[0032] The flexible drive cable may be offset a radial
distance from a central longitudinal axis of the shaft as-
sembly when the end effector is connected to the shaft
assembly.
[0033] The adapter shaft assembly may further com-
prise a coupling lug extending distally from the distal neck
housing. The coupling lug may be located substantially
along a central longitudinal axis of the shaft assembly.
The coupling lug may define an outer annular race there-
around.
[0034] The distal neck housing may define at least a
pair of distally oriented notches formed in a distal end
thereof. The pair of notches may be radially offset by
about 90° relative to one another. The end effector may
be rotated relative to the shaft assembly to axially align
a lock actuator of the end effector with one of the pair of
notches to fix a rotational orientation of the end effector
relative to the shaft assembly when the lock actuator is
in a locking position projecting from the end effector.
[0035] The adapter shaft assembly may further com-
prise an articulation bar at least partially slidably support-
ed in the distal neck housing. The articulation bar includes
a distal end; and a proximal end operatively connected
to a rotatable drive shaft; wherein the articulation bar is
off set a radial distance from the central longitudinal axis
of the shaft assembly.
[0036] The adapter assembly may further comprise an
articulation link having a proximal end pivotally connect-
ed to the distal end of the articulation bar, and a distal
end pivotally connected to the distal neck housing. In
use, actuation of the at least one rotatable drive shaft of
the electromechanical power source that is connected to
the articulation bar may cause the articulation bar to ax-
ially translate. In use, axial translation of the articulation
bar may cause the distal neck housing to pivot off axis
relative to the proximal neck housing.
[0037] The shaft assembly may include a coil spring,
and wherein, when the end effector is connected to the
shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable may be sheathed
in the coil spring.
[0038] According to still another aspect of the present
disclosure, an end effector for performing a surgical func-
tion and being connectable to an electromechanical pow-
er source. The end effector comprises an upper jaw and
a lower jaw, at least one of the upper jaw and the lower

jaw being movable in relation to the other of the upper
jaw and the lower jaw, wherein the lower jaw of the end
effector is configured to selectively receive a cartridge
assembly; a drive beam slidably supported in the lower
jaw and being translatable through each of the upper jaw
and the lower jaw to move the lower jaw relative to the
upper; a drive screw rotatably supported in the lower jaw,
wherein the drive beam is threadably supported on the
drive screw, whereby rotation of the drive screw results
in axial translation of the drive beam, wherein the drive
screw defines a proximal coupling socket; and a flexible
drive cable having a first end that is connectable to a
rotatable drive shaft that is connected to at least one ro-
tatable drive shaft of an electromechanical power source,
and a second end that is connected to the proximal cou-
pling socket of the drive screw, wherein the flexible drive
cable transmits a rotation of the rotatable drive shaft of
the electromechanical power source to the drive screw
of the end effector.
[0039] The end effector may further comprise a car-
tridge assembly configured for loading into the lower jaw.
The cartridge assembly may include an actuation sled
slidably supported therein and being configured to expel
at least a portion of a plurality of staples loaded in the
cartridge assembly upon a distal movement of the actu-
ation sled from a proximal-most position.
[0040] Further details and aspects of exemplary em-
bodiments of the present invention are described in more
detail below with reference to the appended figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] Embodiments of the present disclosure are de-
scribed herein with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an electromechanical
surgical system according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view, with parts separated,
of the electromechanical surgical system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2A is a perspective view, with parts separated,
of a powered surgical instrument of the electrome-
chanical surgical system of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a rear, perspective view of a shaft assembly
and a powered surgical instrument, of the electro-
mechanical surgical system of FIGS. 1 and 2, illus-
trating a connection therebetween;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view, with parts separated,
of the shaft assembly of FIGS. 1-3;

FIG. 5A is a perspective view, with parts separated,
of a distal end of the shaft assembly of FIGS. 1-4,
with an outer tube removed therefrom;
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FIG. 5B is an enlarged view, with parts separated,
of the indicated area of detail of FIG. 5A;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating an end effec-
tor connected to a distal end of the shaft assembly
of FIGS. 1-5, oriented in a linear, non-articulated con-
dition;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, longitudinal, cross-sectional
view, with parts separated, of the distal end of the
shaft assembly operatively axially aligned with a
proximal end of the end effector, and with the end
effector rotated 90° relative to the shaft assembly;

FIG. 8 is an enlarged, longitudinal, cross-sectional
view, with parts separated, of the distal end of the
shaft assembly operatively aligned with a proximal
end of the end effector;

FIG. 9 is an enlarged, elevational view, illustrating a
complete connection of the distal end of the shaft
assembly with the proximal end of the end effector;

FIG. 10 is an enlarged, perspective view, illustrating
the complete connection of the distal end of the shaft
assembly with the proximal end of the end effector;

FIG. 11 is a rear perspective view of the end effector
illustrating a lock mechanism thereof in an unlocked
condition;

FIG. 12 is a schematic, perspective view of a distal
neck portion of the shaft assembly, with the lock
mechanism in the unlocked position;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view, illustrating the shaft
assembly connected to the end effector while the
lock mechanism is in the locked condition;

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of the proximal end
of the end effector of FIG. 13, as taken through 14-14
of FIG. 13, with the shaft assembly connected there-
to and with the lock mechanism in the locked condi-
tion;

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of the end effector
of FIG. 13, as taken through 15-15 of FIG. 13, with
the shaft assembly connected thereto and with the
lock mechanism in the locked condition;

FIG. 16 is a rear perspective view of the end effector
illustrating the lock mechanism thereof in a locked
condition;

FIG. 17 is a schematic, perspective view of the distal
neck portion of the shaft assembly, with the lock
mechanism in the locked condition;

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view of the proximal end
of the end effector of FIG. 16, as taken through 14-14
of FIG. 13, with the shaft assembly connected there-
to and with the lock mechanism in an unlocked con-
dition;

FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional view of the proximal end
of the end effector of FIG. 16, as taken through 14-14
of FIG. 13, with the shaft assembly connected there-
to and with the lock mechanism in an auto unlocked
condition;

FIG. 20 is a schematic, perspective view of the end
effector partially rotated relative to the shaft assem-
bly wherein the lock mechanism is not in engage-
ment with any of the lock notches of the shaft as-
sembly;

FIG. 21 is a top, plan view of the distal end of the
shaft assembly and the end effector, shown in a par-
tially articulated condition;

FIG. 22 is a cross-section view of the partially artic-
ulated end effector of FIG. 21;

FIG. 23 is a top, plan view of the distal end of the
shaft assembly and the end effector, shown in a fully
articulated condition;

FIG. 24 is a cross-section view of the fully articulated
end effector of FIG. 23; and

FIG. 25 is a perspective view, with parks separated,
of the end effector of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0042] Embodiments of the presently disclosed elec-
tromechanical surgical system, apparatus and/or device
are described in detail with reference to the drawings, in
which like reference numerals designate identical or cor-
responding elements in each of the several views. As
used herein the term "distal" refers to that portion of the
electromechanical surgical system, apparatus and/or de-
vice, or component thereof, that are farther from the user,
while the term "proximal" refers to that portion of the elec-
tromechanical surgical system, apparatus and/or device,
or component thereof, that are closer to the user.
[0043] Referring initially to FIGS. 1-4, an electrome-
chanical, hand-held, powered surgical system, in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the present disclosure is
shown and generally designated 10. Electromechanical
surgical system 10 includes a surgical apparatus or de-
vice in the form of an electromechanical, hand-held, pow-
ered surgical instrument 100 that is configured for selec-
tive attachment with a plurality of different end effectors
400, via an adapter or shaft assembly 200, that is con-
figured for actuation and manipulation by the electrome-
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chanical, hand-held, powered surgical instrument 100.
In particular, surgical instrument 100 is configured for
selective connection with shaft assembly 200, and, in
turn, shaft assembly 200 is configured for selective con-
nection with any one of a plurality of different end effec-
tors 400. Other configurations are contemplated, such
as, for example, an end effector attached to a shaft that
is not removable, a remote power source and/or motor,
and configurations including integral or remote compu-
terized control.
[0044] Reference may be made to International Appli-
cation No. PCT/US2008/077249, filed September 22,
2008 (Inter. Pub. No. WO 2009/039506) and U.S. Patent
Application Serial No. 12/622,827, filed on November 20,
2009, the entire content of each of which being hereby
incorporated herein by reference, for a detailed descrip-
tion of the construction and operation of exemplary elec-
tromechanical, hand-held, powered surgical instrument
100. The instrument 100 may include one or more motors
powered by a battery, generator, or electrical power sock-
et.
[0045] Generally, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, surgical
instrument 100 includes a handle housing 102 having a
lower housing portion 104, an intermediate housing por-
tion 106 extending from and/or supported on lower hous-
ing portion 104, and an upper housing portion 108 ex-
tending from and/or supported on intermediate housing
portion 106. Handle housing 102 defines a cavity therein
in which a circuit board or controller 150 and a drive mech-
anism 160 are situated. Drive mechanism 160 may in-
clude a first motor 164 used to select a rotatable drive
member of surgical instrument 100, and a second motor
166 used to drive each rotatable drive member of surgical
instrument 100.
[0046] Circuit board 150 is configured to control the
various operations of surgical instrument 100. In accord-
ance with the present disclosure, handle housing 102
provides a housing in which a rechargeable battery 156,
is removably situated. Battery 156 is configured to supply
power to any of the electrical components of surgical in-
strument 100. While a battery 156 is shown and contem-
plated, any known power source may be used, such as,
for example a power cord or the like.
[0047] Upper housing portion 108 of handle housing
102 defines a nose or connecting portion 108a configured
to accept a corresponding shaft coupling assembly 214
of transmission housing 212 of shaft assembly 200. As
seen in FIG. 3, connecting portion 108a of upper housing
portion 108 of surgical instrument 100 has a cylindrical
recess 108b that receives shaft coupling assembly 214
of transmission housing 212 of shaft assembly 200 when
shaft assembly 200 is mated to surgical instrument 100.
Connecting portion 108a houses three rotatable drive
connectors 118, 120, 122, each independently actuata-
ble and rotatable by the drive mechanism (not shown)
housed within handle housing 102.
[0048] Upper housing portion 108 of handle housing
102 provides a housing in which the drive mechanism

(not shown) is situated. The drive mechanism is config-
ured to drive shafts and/or gear components in order to
perform the various operations of surgical instrument
100. In particular, the drive mechanism is configured to
drive shafts and/or gear components in order to selec-
tively move end effector 400 relative to shaft assembly
200; to rotate anvil assembly 200 and/or end effector
400, about a longitudinal axis "X" (see FIGS. 1 and 2),
relative to handle housing 102; to move an upper jaw or
anvil assembly 442 of end effector 400 relative to a lower
jaw or cartridge assembly 432 of end effector 400, and/or
to fire a stapling and cutting cartridge within cartridge
assembly 432 of end effector 400.
[0049] In use, as seen in FIG. 3, when shaft assembly
200 is mated to surgical instrument 100, each rotatable
drive connector 118, 120, 122 of surgical instrument 100
couples with a corresponding rotatable connector 218,
222 of shaft assembly 200 (a corresponding rotatable
connector of shaft assembly 200 for coupling with rotat-
able drive connector 120 not being shown). In this regard,
the interface between corresponding first drive connector
118 and first connector 218, the interface between cor-
responding second drive connector 120 and second con-
nector (not shown) of shaft assembly 200, and the inter-
face between corresponding third drive connector 122
and third connector 222 are keyed such that rotation of
each of drive connectors 118, 120, 122 of surgical instru-
ment 100 causes a corresponding rotation of the corre-
sponding first connector 218, second connector (not
shown), and third connector 222 of shaft assembly 200.
[0050] Generally, the second drive connector (not
shown) of surgical instrument 100 is used to transmit
rotation from surgical instrument 100 to shaft assembly
200. It is contemplated that shaft assembly 200 may in-
clude a connector for receiving a rotation from second
drive connector 120 of surgical instrument 100 for per-
forming the rotation function.
[0051] Reference may be made to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Serial No. 61/669,208, filed on July 9,
2012, or U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/769,419,
filed on February 18, 2013, the entire content of each of
which is incorporated herein by reference, for a detailed
discussion of the construction, operation and use of the
second connector and a second drive train of shaft as-
sembly 200.
[0052] It is contemplated that the operation of the drive
connector 120 can be blocked by a computer program
that is provided in one or more memory devices included
in the controller of the instrument 100. Alternatively, drive
connector 120 can rotate freely.
[0053] The mating of drive connectors 118, 120, 122
of surgical instrument 100 with connectors 218, 222 (and
the second drive connector, not shown) of shaft assembly
200 allows rotational forces to be independently trans-
mitted via each of the respective connector interfaces.
The drive connectors 118, 120 122 of surgical instrument
100 are configured to be independently rotated by the
drive mechanism. In this regard, a function selection
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module (not shown) of the drive mechanism selects
which drive connector or connectors 118, 120, 122 of
surgical instrument 100 is to be driven by an input drive
component (not shown) of the drive mechanism. Alter-
natively, an actuator for each of the drive connectors 118,
120, 122 can be provided on the surgical instrument 100.
[0054] Since each of drive connectors 118, 120, 122
of surgical instrument 100 has a keyed and/or substan-
tially non-rotatable interface with respective first connec-
tor 218, second connector (not shown) and third connec-
tor 222 of shaft assembly 200, when shaft assembly 200
is coupled to surgical instrument 100, rotational force(s)
are selectively transferred from the drive mechanism of
surgical instrument 100 to shaft assembly 200, and on
to end effector 400, as will be discussed in greater detail
below.
[0055] The selective rotation of drive connector(s) 118,
120 and/or 122 of surgical instrument 100 allows surgical
instrument 100 to selectively actuate different functions
of end effector 400. As will be discussed in greater detail
below, selective and independent rotation of first drive
connector 118 of surgical instrument 100 corresponds to
the selective and independent opening and closing of
end effector 400, and driving of a stapling/cutting com-
ponent of end effector 400. The selective and independ-
ent rotation of second drive connector 120 of surgical
device 100 corresponds to the selective and independent
articulation of tool assembly 304 of end effector 300
transverse to longitudinal axis "X" (see FIG. 4). Addition-
ally, the selective and independent rotation of third drive
connector 122 of surgical instrument 100 corresponds to
the selective and independent rotation of end effector
400 about longitudinal axis "X" (see FIG. 10) relative to
handle housing 102 of surgical instrument 100. In any of
the embodiments described herein, the opening and
closing of the end effector 400 and the driving of the sta-
pling and/or cutting component of the end effector 400
can be separately driven by two separate drive shafts
and drive connectors.
[0056] In accordance with the present disclosure, the
drive mechanism may include a selector gearbox assem-
bly (not shown); a function selection module (not shown),
located proximal to the selector gearbox assembly, that
functions to selectively move gear elements within the
selector gearbox assembly into engagement with a sec-
ond motor (not shown). The drive mechanism may be
configured to selectively drive one of drive connectors
118, 120, 122 of surgical instrument 100, at a given time.
In any of the embodiments described herein, more than
one motor can be provided in the surgical instrument 100
to, for example separately drive the drive shafts and drive
connectors.
[0057] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, handle housing
102 supports a pair of finger-actuated control buttons
124, 126 and/or rocker device(s) 130 (only one rocker
device being shown). Each one of the control buttons
124, 126 and rocker device(s) 130 includes a respective
magnet (not shown) that is moved by the actuation of an

operator.
[0058] Turning now to FIGS. 1-10, shaft assembly 200
will be shown in detail and described. Shaft assembly
200 is configured to communicate the rotational forces
of first, second and third rotatable drive connectors 118,
120 and 122 of surgical instrument 100 to end effector
400. As mentioned above, shaft assembly 200 is config-
ured for selective connection to surgical instrument 100.
[0059] As seen in FIGS. 1-10, shaft assembly 200 in-
cludes an elongate, substantially rigid, tubular body 210
having a proximal end 210a and a distal end 210b; a
transmission housing 212 connected to proximal end
210a of tubular body 210 and being configured for selec-
tive connection to surgical instrument 100; and an artic-
ulating neck assembly 230 connected to distal end 210b
of elongate body portion 210.
[0060] Transmission housing 212 is configured to
house a pair of gear train systems therein for varying a
speed/force of rotation (e.g., increase or decrease) of
first and/or second rotatable drive connectors 118 and/or
122 of surgical instrument 100 before transmission of
such rotational speed/force to end effector 400.
[0061] Transmission housing 212 of shaft assembly
200 is configured and adapted to connect to connecting
portion 108a of upper housing portion 108 of surgical
instrument 100. As seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, transmission
housing 212 of shaft assembly 200 includes a shaft cou-
pling assembly 214 supported at a proximal end thereof.
[0062] Shaft assembly 200 may include a first gear
train system and a second gear train system, each dis-
posed within transmission housing 212 and tubular body
210. Each gear train system is configured and adapted
to vary a speed/force of rotation (e.g., increase or de-
crease) of first rotatable drive connector 118 of surgical
instrument 100 before transmission of such rotational
speed/force to end effector 400.
[0063] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure, shaft assembly 200, including the first
gear system, functions to transmit operative forces from
surgical instrument 100 to end effector 400 in order to
operate, actuate and/or fire end effector 400. Additional-
ly, in accordance with an embodiment of the present dis-
closure, shaft assembly 200, including the second gear
system, functions to transmit operative forces from sur-
gical instrument 100 to end effector 400 in order rotate
shaft assembly 200 and/or end effector 400 relative to
surgical instrument 100.
[0064] As seen in FIG. 4, elongate body portion 210 of
shaft assembly 200 includes a support frame 211 defin-
ing at least two longitudinally extending channels through
body portion 210. The channels are configured and di-
mensioned to rotatably receive and support at least a
first output drive shaft or bar 238 (i.e., an articulation bar)
of the first gear system, and a second output drive shaft
or bar 246a. Each of first output drive shaft or bar 238,
and second output drive shaft or bar 246a are elongate
and sufficiently rigid to transmit axial or rotational forces
from transmission housing 212 to articulating neck as-
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sembly 230.
[0065] Turning now to FIGS. 4-10, articulating neck as-
sembly 230 is shown and described. Articulating neck
assembly 230 includes a proximal neck housing 232; and
a distal neck housing 236 pivotally connected to and ex-
tending distally from proximal neck housing 232 by a pivot
pin 234. Pivot pin 234 defines a pivot axis "P" (see FIG.
6) that is oriented orthogonal to the longitudinal axis "X"
and extends through the longitudinal axis "X".
[0066] Articulation neck assembly 230 receives a distal
end of output drive shaft or articulation bar 238. Articu-
lation bar 238 may include a threaded proximal end that
is in threaded engagement with a distal end of an inter-
nally threaded nut (not shown). The threaded nut may
be rotatably supported and axially fixed within a pocket
(not shown) formed in transmission housing 212. A prox-
imal end of the threaded nut is keyed to a distal end of
first rotatable connector 218 of shaft assembly 200.
[0067] Articulation bar 238 includes a distal end 238b
pivotally connected to a proximal end 240a of an articu-
lation link 240. A distal end 240b of articulation link 240
is pivotally connected to distal neck housing 236.
[0068] Proximal neck housing 232 defines a cham-
fered distal surface 232a, and distal neck housing 236
defines a chamfered proximal surface 236a. In an em-
bodiment, chamfered surfaces 232a, 236a are in juxta-
posed relation to one another. In use, when end effector
400 is actuated to an off-axis orientation, as will be dis-
cussed in greater detail below, chamfered surfaces 232a,
236a of proximal neck housing 232 and distal neck hous-
ing 236 are approximated toward one another. Desirably,
each chamfered surface 232a, 236a is angled at about
45° relative to the longitudinal axis "X". Specifically,
chamfered surface 232a of proximal neck housing 232
is angled at about (-)45° relative to the longitudinal axis
"X", while chamfered surface 236a of distal neck housing
236 is angled at about (+)45° relative to the longitudinal
axis "X". In this manner, when proximal neck housing
232 and distal neck housing 236 are actuated from a
linear non-actuated orientation to a maximum off-axis ori-
entation, as seen in FIGS. 23 and 24, end effector 400
is oriented at about 90° relative to the longitudinal axis
"X". In use, end effector 400 may be oriented at any an-
gular orientation from about 0° to about 90° relative to
the longitudinal axis "X", as needed or desired, such as,
for example, about 45°, as seen in FIGS. 21 and 22.
[0069] In accordance with the present disclosure, dis-
tal neck housing 236 is pivotable in a single direction
relative to proximal neck housing 232.
[0070] As seen in FIGS. 7-20, articulating neck assem-
bly 230 further includes a distal connection hub 250 ro-
tatably supported and/or coupled in a distal end of distal
neck housing 236. Connection hub 250 supports a cou-
pling lug 250a projecting distally therefrom along a cen-
terline of connection hub 250. Coupling lug 250a includes
a head 250b defining an angled distal surface 250c, in
the form of a cone or the like, and an annular race or
groove 250d defined in an outer annular surface thereof.

[0071] Shaft assembly 200 is configured to accommo-
date a flexible drive cable 242 and a cable coupler 243
extending from end effector 400, as will be described in
greater detail below.
[0072] Shaft assembly 200 includes a reinforcing coil
spring 244 configured to accommodate and surround
flexible drive cable 242 of end effector 400, when end
effector 400 is connected to shaft assembly 200. In ac-
cordance with the present disclosure, reinforcing coil
spring 244 is constrained at a proximal end and a distal
end thereof, and is installed under compression. Rein-
forcing coil spring 244 functions to help keep flexible drive
cable 242 from kinking during articulation of end effector
400. Reinforcing coil spring 244 also functions to help
keep flexible drive cable 242 from failing due to unwinding
and/or "pig tailing" during rotation thereof.
[0073] As seen in FIGS. 7, 8 and 12, distal neck hous-
ing 236 defines a first annular notch 236b extending dis-
tally therefrom, and a second annular notch 236c extend-
ing distally therefrom, wherein the first annular notch
236b and the second annular notch 236c are disposed
at approximately 90° relative to one another. It is con-
templated that any number of notches may be provided
and may be disposed ay any desired angle relative to
one another.
[0074] In accordance with the present disclosure, as
seen in FIGS. 5A and 5B, cable coupler 243 of flexible
drive cable 242 of end effector 400 is configured for se-
lective connection to a distal end of first output drive shaft
246a of the first gear system of shaft assembly 200. It is
contemplated that cable coupler 243 is configured for
non-rotatable connection to first output drive shaft 246a
or second output drive shaft 258a. In accordance with
the present disclosure, since flexible drive cable 242, in-
cluding cable coupler 243, form a part of end effector
400, each time a new end effector 400 is coupled to shaft
assembly 200 a new flexible drive cable 242 (and cable
coupler 243) is also loaded into of coupled to shaft as-
sembly 200.
[0075] In accordance with the present disclosure,
when end effector 400 is connected to shaft assembly
200, cable coupler 243 is located proximally of proximal
neck housing 232 with flexible drive cable 242 extending
from and between proximal neck housing 232 and distal
neck housing 236. In order to properly load or connect
end effector 400 (including flexible drive cable 242 and
cable coupler 243) to shaft assembly 200, in accordance
with the present disclosure, proximal neck housing 232
and distal neck housing 236 must be in the non-articu-
lated position relative to one another. With proximal neck
housing 232 and distal neck housing 236 in the non-ar-
ticulate position relative to one another, flexible drive ca-
ble 242 (and cable coupler 243) may be threaded or fed
into or withdrawn from shaft assembly 200.
[0076] Turning now to FIGS. 7-20, a detailed discus-
sion of the construction and operation of end effector 400
is provided. End effector 400 is constructed substantially
in accordance with end effector 400 disclosed in U.S.
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Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 61/659,116,
filed on June 13, 2012, entitled "Apparatus for Endoscop-
ic Procedures", the entire content of which being incor-
porated herein by reference, and thus will only be dis-
cussed in detail herein to the extent necessary to de-
scribe differences in construction and operation thereof.
End effector 400 may be configured and adapted to apply
a plurality of linear rows of fasteners, which in embodi-
ments may be of various sizes, and which, in certain em-
bodiments may have various lengths or rows, e.g., about
30, 45 and 60 mm in length.
[0077] As seen in FIGS. 7, 8 and 11, end effector 400
includes a mounting portion 420 having a coupling mem-
ber 422 configured for selective connection to distal neck
housing 236 of shaft assembly 200. End effector 400
further includes a jaw assembly 430 connected to and
extending distally from mounting portion 420. As seen in
FIGS. 21 and 23, jaw assembly 430 includes a lower jaw
432 pivotally connected to mounting portion 420 and be-
ing configured to selectively support a cartridge assembly
therein, and an upper jaw 442 secured to mounting por-
tion 420 and being movable, relative to lower jaw 432,
between approximated and spaced apart positions.
[0078] Coupling member 422 is substantially cylindri-
cal and includes a rear or proximal wall 422a defining a
central opening 422b therein, and a passage 422c there-
in. Central opening 422b is configured and dimensioned
to receive head 250b of lug 250a therein. Passage 422c
is configured and dimensioned to axially align with or
create a pathway to coupling socket 464a of lead or drive
screw 464 of end effector 400, as will be discussed in
greater detail below. In this manner, when end effector
400 is connected to shaft assembly 200, distal end 242b
of flexible drive cable 242 is guided into coupling socket
464a of lead or drive screw 464 of end effector 400 to
establish a connection therewith, as will be discussed in
greater detail below.
[0079] Coupling member 422 of end effector 400 sup-
ports a lock mechanism 470 for selectively securing end
effector 400 to shaft assembly 200. Lock mechanism 470
includes a lock bar 472 slidably supported in coupling
member 422 so as to slide in a plane transverse or or-
thogonal to central opening 422b. Lock mechanism 470
includes at least one biasing member for biasing lock bar
472 to an unlocked position wherein lock bar 472 does
not engage or is not disposed within annular race or
groove 250c of lug 250a, as will be discussed in greater
detail below. In an embodiment of the present disclosure,
lock mechanism 470 includes a pair of biasing members
474a, 474b disposed at opposed ends of lock bar 472
and extending substantially orthogonal to lock bar 472,
and being disposed in a plane of movement of lock bar
472. Biasing members 474a, 474b are spaced a distance
from one another which is less than a diameter or trans-
verse cross-sectional dimension of head 250b of lug
250a, and/or less that a diameter of central opening 422b
of coupling member 422.
[0080] Lock bar 472 includes an arcuate or substan-

tially U-shaped surface 472a oriented toward central
opening 422b of coupling member 422.
[0081] Lock mechanism 470 further includes a lock ac-
tuator 476 slidably supported in mounting portion 420 of
end effector 400. Lock actuator 476 is in the form of a
lock button or slide which is slidable in distal and proximal
axial directions. Lock actuator 476 defines a finger en-
gaging surface 476a exposed along an outer surface
thereof. Lock actuator 476 includes a finger or nose 476b
extending proximally from an angled or ramped proximal
surface 476c thereof. Lock mechanism 470 includes a
biasing member 478 acting on lock actuator 476 for bi-
asing lock actuator 476 to a proximal position.
[0082] Lock actuator is slidable between a distal-most
position, a proximal-most position, and an intermediate
position upon actuation by an end user, or automatically.
[0083] As seen in FIG. 14, lock actuator 476 includes
a first or distal-most position wherein biasing member
478 is compressed and/or biased, and wherein lock bar
472 is in an unactuated condition. When lock actuator
476 is in the distal-most position, lock mechanism 470 is
in an unlocked condition, wherein lock bar 472 is moved,
by biasing member 474a, 474b, away from central open-
ing 422b of coupling member 422, thus clearing central
opening 422b for reception of head 250b of lug 250a of
shaft assembly 200. In the distal-most position of lock
actuator 476, lock bar 472 may rest against nose 476b
of lock actuator 476.
[0084] As seen in FIGS. 13 and 15-18, lock actuator
476 includes a second or proximal-most position wherein
biasing member 478 is substantially uncompressed
and/or unbiased, and wherein lock bar 472 is in an actu-
ated condition. When lock actuator 476 is in the proximal-
most position, lock mechanism 470 is in a locked condi-
tion, wherein lock bar 472 is moved, cammed or urged,
by angled or ramped proximal surface 476c of lock ac-
tuator 476, toward central opening 422b of coupling
member 422, thus at least partially obstructing central
opening 422b and entering annular race or groove 250d
of lug 250a of shaft assembly 200 (when end effector
400 and shaft assembly 200 are connected to one an-
other). In the proximal-most position of lock actuator 476,
lock bar 472 may rest against an inner surface 476d of
lock actuator 476 which is located distal of angled or
ramped proximal surface 476c of lock actuator 476.
[0085] As seen in FIG. 19, lock actuator 476 includes
a third or intermediate position wherein biasing member
478 is partially compressed and/or biased, and wherein
lock bar 472 is disposed against or rests against angled
or ramped proximal surface 476c of lock actuator 476.
When lock actuator 476 is in the intermediate position,
lock mechanism 470 is in an automatic unlocked condi-
tion, wherein lock bar 472 is capable of moving, camming
or urging, lock actuator 476 to the unlocked condition by
exerting a force on angled or ramped proximal surface
476c of lock actuator 476, in a direction away from central
opening 422b of coupling member 422, such as by head
portion 250b of lug 250a acting on lock bar 472 if/when
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end effector 400 is axially separated from or moved apart
from shaft assembly 200 (such as when end effector 400
and shaft assembly 200 are to be disconnected from one
another).
[0086] In accordance with the present disclosure, as
seen in FIGS. 7 and 8, end effector 400 may be properly
connected to shaft assembly 200 in a first orientation or
a second orientation (rotated approximately 90° relative
to the first orientation, or any other desirable angle). The
first and second orientations correspond to the location
of the first annular notch 236b and the second annular
notch 236c provided in distal neck housing 236 of shaft
assembly 200, as described above.
[0087] In use, when coupling or connecting end effec-
tor 400 to shaft assembly 200, coupling member 422 of
end effector 400 is inserted into distal neck housing 236
of shaft assembly 200, with lock actuator 476 being held
(either manually or do to the contact of nose 476b of lock
actuator 476 contacting a surface of distal neck housing
236 of shaft assembly 200) in the distal-most position
(such that head 250b of lug 250a of shaft assembly 200
may be fully inserted into central opening 422b of cou-
pling member 422 of end effector 400), end effector 400
is rotated relative to shaft assembly 200, along the lon-
gitudinal axis "X". As end effector 400 is rotated, when
nose 476b of lock actuator 476 axially aligns with either
first annular notch 236b and the second annular notch
236c of distal neck housing 236 of shaft assembly 200,
lock actuator 476 may be moved to the intermediate or
proximal-most position, as described above, to selective-
ly, fixedly secure end effector 400 to shaft assembly 200
in either the first orientation or the second orientation,
wherein the orientations have been manually selected
and set.
[0088] When end effector 400 is secured to shaft as-
sembly 200, distal end 242b of flexible drive cable 242
is inserted into and/or coupled to coupling socket 464a
of lead or drive screw 464 of end effector 400 such that
rotation of flexible drive cable 242 of shaft assembly 200
results in rotation of lead or drive screw 400.
[0089] As seen in FIGS. 8, 9 and 22-25, lower jaw 432
of jaw assembly 430 includes a drive screw 464 rotatably
supported therein and extending substantially an entire
length thereof. Drive screw 464 includes a female cou-
pling socket or member 464a (or other crimp/bonded con-
nection) supported on a proximal end thereof and being
configured for receipt of a distal end 242b of flexible drive
cable 242.
[0090] As seen in FIGS. 2, 7-11, 13-16, 18, 19 and 25,
end effector 400 includes a flexible drive cable 242 ex-
tending proximally therefrom. In particular, flexible drive
cable 242 includes a distal end 242b non-rotatably se-
cured or connected to coupling socket 464a of drive
screw 464 of end effector 400. Flexible drive cable 242
includes a proximal end 242a that is non-rotatably cou-
pled to a cable coupler 243 which is configured for se-
lective non-rotatable connection to first output drive shaft
246a of the first gear system of shaft assembly 200.

[0091] Flexible drive cable 242 is fabricated from a tor-
sionally stiff and flexible material, such as, for example,
stainless steel wire strands spun together into a common
cable.
[0092] In this manner, since end effector 400 include
flexible drive cable 242, each time a new end effector
400 is connected to shaft assembly 200 a new flexible
drive cable 242 is provided and also connected to shaft
assembly 200.
[0093] While flexible drive cable 242 is shown and de-
scribed as being non-removably connected to coupling
socket 464a of drive screw 464 of end effector 400, it is
contemplated and within the scope of the present disclo-
sure for distal end 242b of flexible drive cable 242 to be
removably and non-rotatably connected to coupling
socket 464a of drive screw 464 of end effector 400.
[0094] As seen in FIGS. 22, 24 and 25, end effector
400 includes a drive beam 466 slidably supported in lower
jaw 432 of jaw assembly 430 and threadably connected
to the threads of drive screw 464. Drive beam 466 in-
cludes a substantially I-shaped cross-sectional profile
and is configured to approximate lower jaw 432 and upper
jaw 442, and to axially displace an actuation sled 468
through lower jaw 432.
[0095] In operation, as flexible drive cable 242 is rotat-
ed, due to a rotation of first output drive shaft 246a of the
first gear system (as described above), said rotation is
transmitted, through flexible drive cable 242, to distal end
242b of flexible drive cable 242 and on to rotation of drive
screw 464 of end effector 400. As drive screw 464 is
rotated, and since drive beam 466 is constrained against
rotation in jaw assembly 430, drive beam 466 is translat-
ed axially through jaw assembly 430.
[0096] It will be understood that various modifications
may be made to the embodiments disclosed herein. For
example, surgical instrument 100 and/or cartridge as-
sembly 410 need not apply staples but rather may apply
two part fasteners as is known in the art. Further, the
length of the linear row of staples or fasteners may be
modified to meet the requirements of a particular surgical
procedure. Thus, the length of the linear row of staples
and/or fasteners within a staple cartridge assembly may
be varied accordingly. Therefore, the above description
should not be construed as limiting, but merely as exem-
plifications of preferred embodiments. Those skilled in
the art will envision other modifications within the scope
and spirit of the claims appended thereto.
[0097] The invention may be described by reference
to the following numbered paragraphs:-

1. An electromechanical surgical device, comprising:

an end effector configured to perform at least
one function, the end effector including:

a rotatable drive screw having a coupling
member at a proximal end thereof; and
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a flexible drive cable rotatably supported
therein and extending therefrom, wherein
the flexible drive cable receives rotational
forces and transmits said rotational forces
to the drive screw to actuate the end effec-
tor; and

a shaft assembly including:

a proximal neck housing supported at a dis-
tal end of the outer tube; and

a distal neck housing pivotally connected to
the proximal neck housing, wherein a distal
end of the distal neck housing is configured
and adapted for operative connection with
the end effector;

wherein, when the end effector is connected to
the shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable ex-
tends through the proximal neck housing and
the distal neck housing.

2. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 1, wherein the shaft assembly includes
a coupling lug extending distally from the distal neck
housing, wherein the coupling lug is located substan-
tially along a central longitudinal axis of the shaft
assembly.

3. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 2, wherein the end effector defines a
central opening formed in a proximal surface thereof,
wherein the central opening of the end effector is
configured and dimensioned to receive the coupling
lug of the shaft assembly when the end effector is
connected to the shaft assembly.

4. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 3, wherein the end effector includes a
lock actuator having at least a first position and a
second position, wherein when the lock actuator is
in the first position the coupling lug of the shaft as-
sembly is insertable into the central opening of the
end effector upon a connection of the end effector
to the shaft assembly.

5. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 4, wherein when the lock actuator is in
the second position the coupling lug of the shaft as-
sembly is prevented from insertion into the central
opening of the end effector.

6. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 5, wherein when the end effector is
coupled to the shaft assembly, a disposition of the
lock actuator to the second position secures the end
effector to the shaft assembly to inhibit disconnection

of the end effector from the shaft assembly.

7. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 6, wherein the end effector includes a
lock bar operatively engageable by the lock actuator,
wherein the lock bar includes:

a first position in which the lock bar does not
extend across the central opening of the end
effector; and

a second position in which the lock bar at least
partially extends across the central opening of
the end effector.

8. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 7, wherein the lock actuator urges the
lock bar to the second position when the lock actuator
is in the second condition.

9. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 8, wherein the coupling lug defines an
outer annular race therearound, and wherein, when
the lock bar is in the second position, and when the
end effector is coupled to the shaft assembly, the
lock bar at least partially enters the annular race of
the coupling lug.

10. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 8, wherein at least one of the lock ac-
tuator is biased to the second position, and the lock
bar is biased to the first position.

11. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 7, wherein the lock actuator includes
an intermediate position between the first position
and the second position thereof,
wherein in the intermediate position, an angled cam-
ming surface of the lock actuator is in contact with
the lock bar such that the lock bar is disposed at an
intermediate position between the first position and
the second position thereof.

12. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 11, wherein in the intermediate position
of the lock actuator, upon a separation of the end
effector from the shaft assembly, the coupling lug of
the end effector exerts a force on the lock bar to urge
the lock bar to the second position and the lock ac-
tuator to the first position.

13. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 4, wherein the shaft assembly defines
at least a pair of distally oriented notches formed in
a distal end thereof, wherein the pair of notches are
radially offset by about 90° relative to one another,
and wherein the end effector is rotated relative to the
shaft assembly to axially align the lock actuator with
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one of the pair of notches to fix a rotational orientation
of the end effector relative to the shaft assembly
when the lock actuator is in the second position.

14. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 13, wherein the end effector is arranged
to be manually rotated relative to the shaft assembly.

15. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 1, wherein the shaft assembly further
comprises:

an articulation bar at least partially slidably sup-
ported in the distal neck housing, the articulation
bar including:

a distal end; and
a proximal end operatively connected to a
rotatable drive shaft; wherein the articula-
tion bar is off set a radial distance from the
central longitudinal axis of the shaft assem-
bly; and

an articulation link having a proximal end pivot-
ally connected to the distal end of the articulation
bar, and a distal end pivotally connected to the
distal neck housing;

wherein actuation of the rotatable drive shaft of
the electromechanical surgical device that is
connected to the articulation bar causes the ar-
ticulation bar to axially translate; and

wherein axial translation of the articulation bar
causes the distal neck housing to pivot off axis
relative to the proximal neck housing.

16. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 1, wherein the shaft assembly includes
a coil spring extending between and across the distal
neck housing and the proximal neck housing, and
wherein, when the end effector is connected to the
shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable is sheathed
in the coil spring.

17. The electromechanical surgical device according
to paragraph 1, wherein, when the end effector is
connected to the shaft assembly, at least the distal
end of the flexible drive cable is offset a radial dis-
tance from a central longitudinal axis of the shaft
assembly.

18. An end effector for performing a surgical function
and being connectable to an electromechanical pow-
er source, the end effector comprising:

an upper jaw and a lower jaw, at least one of the
upper jaw and the lower jaw being movable in

relation to the other of the upper jaw and the
lower jaw, wherein the lower jaw of the end ef-
fector is configured to selectively receive a car-
tridge assembly;

a drive beam slidably supported in the lower jaw
and being translatable through each of the upper
jaw and the lower jaw to move the lower jaw
relative to the upper;

a cartridge assembly configured for loading into
the lower jaw, the cartridge assembly including
an actuation sled slidably supported therein and
being configured to expel at least a portion of a
plurality of staples loaded in the cartridge as-
sembly upon a distal movement of the actuation
sled from a proximal-most position;

a drive screw rotatably supported in the lower
jaw, wherein the drive beam is threadably sup-
ported on the drive screw, whereby rotation of
the drive screw results in axial translation of the
drive beam, wherein the drive screw defines a
proximal coupling socket;

a proximal coupling hub defining a proximal fac-
ing opening;

a lock actuator having at least a first position and
a second position; and

a lock bar supported in the proximal coupling
hub and being operatively engageable by the
lock actuator, the lock bar including:

a first position in which the lock bar does
not extend across the opening of the prox-
imal coupling hub; and

a second position in which the lock bar at
least partially extends across the opening
of the proximal coupling hub.

19. The end effector according to paragraph 18,
wherein when the lock actuator is in the first position
the lock bar is in the first position, and, wherein when
the lock actuator is in the second position the lock
bar is engaged by the lock actuator and urged by the
lock actuator to the second position.

20. The end effector according to paragraph 18,
wherein at least one of the lock actuator is biased to
the second position, and the lock bar is biased to the
first position.

21. The end effector according to paragraph 18,
wherein the lock actuator includes an intermediate
position between the first position and the second
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position thereof,
wherein in the intermediate position, an angled cam-
ming surface of the lock actuator is in contact with
the lock bar such that the lock bar is disposed at an
intermediate position between the first position and
the second position thereof.

22. The end effector according to paragraph 18, fur-
ther comprising:

a flexible drive cable rotatably supported therein
and extending therefrom the coupling socket of
the drive screw, wherein the flexible drive cable
receives rotational forces and transmits said ro-
tational forces to the drive screw to actuate the
end effector.

23. An adapter shaft assembly for selectively inter-
connecting an end effector and an electromechani-
cal power source, the adapter shaft assembly com-
prising:

an adapter housing configured and adapted for
selective connection to at least one rotatable
drive shaft of the electromechanical power
source;

an outer tube having a proximal end supported
by the adapter housing and a distal end config-
ured and adapted for operative connection with
the end effector; and

at least one force transmitting assembly for in-
terconnecting a respective one of the at least
one rotatable drive shaft of the electromechan-
ical power source and at least one rotation re-
ceiving member supported in the end effector,
wherein the at least one force transmitting as-
sembly includes:

a flexible drive cable extending from the end
effector, the flexible drive cable having a first
end that is connected to a rotatable drive
shaft that is connected to the at least one
rotatable drive shaft of the electromechan-
ical power source and a second end that is
connectable to the at least one rotation re-
ceiving member of the end effector, wherein
the at least one force transmitting assembly
transmits a rotation of the rotatable drive
shaft of the electromechanical power
source to the at least one rotation receiving
member of the end effector.

24. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 23, further comprising:

a proximal neck housing supported at a distal

end of the outer tube; and

a distal neck housing pivotally connected to the
proximal neck housing, wherein a distal end of
the distal neck housing is configured and adapt-
ed for operative connection with the end effector;
and

wherein the flexible drive cable extends at least
through the proximal neck housing and the distal
neck housing when the end effector is connect-
ed to the shaft assembly.

25. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 24, wherein the flexible drive cable is offset a
radial distance from a central longitudinal axis of the
shaft assembly when the end effector is connected
to the shaft assembly.

26. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 24, further comprising a coupling lug extend-
ing distally from the distal neck housing, wherein the
coupling lug is located substantially along a central
longitudinal axis of the shaft assembly.

27. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 26, wherein the coupling lug defines an outer
annular race therearound.

28. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 24, wherein the distal neck housing defines at
least a pair of distally oriented notches formed in a
distal end thereof, wherein the pair of notches are
radially offset by about 90° relative to one another,
and wherein the end effector is rotated relative to the
shaft assembly to axially align a lock actuator of the
end effector with one of the pair of notches to fix a
rotational orientation of the end effector relative to
the shaft assembly when the lock actuator is in a
locking position projecting from the end effector.

29. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 24, further comprising:

an articulation bar at least partially slidably sup-
ported in the distal neck housing, the articulation
bar including:

a distal end; and
a proximal end operatively connected to a
rotatable drive shaft; wherein the articula-
tion bar is off set a radial distance from the
central longitudinal axis of the shaft assem-
bly; and

an articulation link having a proximal end pivot-
ally connected to the distal end of the articulation
bar, and a distal end pivotally connected to the
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distal neck housing;

wherein actuation of the at least one rotatable
drive shaft of the electromechanical power
source that is connected to the articulation bar
causes the articulation bar to axially translate;
and

wherein axial translation of the articulation bar
causes the distal neck housing to pivot off axis
relative to the proximal neck housing.

30. The adapter shaft assembly according to para-
graph 23, wherein the shaft assembly includes a coil
spring, and wherein, when the end effector is con-
nected to the shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable
is sheathed in the coil spring.

31. An end effector for performing a surgical function
and being connectable to an electromechanical pow-
er source, the end effector comprising:

an upper jaw and a lower jaw, at least one of the
upper jaw and the lower jaw being movable in
relation to the other of the upper jaw and the
lower jaw, wherein the lower jaw of the end ef-
fector is configured to selectively receive a car-
tridge assembly;

a drive beam slidably supported in the lower jaw
and being translatable through each of the upper
jaw and the lower jaw to move the lower jaw
relative to the upper;

a drive screw rotatably supported in the lower
jaw, wherein the drive beam is threadably sup-
ported on the drive screw, whereby rotation of
the drive screw results in axial translation of the
drive beam, wherein the drive screw defines a
proximal coupling socket; and

a flexible drive cable having a first end that is
connectable to a rotatable drive shaft that is con-
nected to at least one rotatable drive shaft of an
electromechanical power source, and a second
end that is connected to the proximal coupling
socket of the drive screw, wherein the flexible
drive cable transmits a rotation of the rotatable
drive shaft of the electromechanical power
source to the drive screw of the end effector.

32. The end effector according to paragraph 31, fur-
ther comprising:

a cartridge assembly configured for loading into
the lower jaw, the cartridge assembly including
an actuation sled slidably supported therein and
being configured to expel at least a portion of a

plurality of staples loaded in the cartridge as-
sembly upon a distal movement of the actuation
sled from a proximal-most position.

Claims

1. An electromechanical surgical device, comprising:

an end effector configured to perform at least
one function, the end effector including:

a rotatable drive screw having a coupling
member at a proximal end thereof; and
a flexible drive cable rotatably supported
therein and extending therefrom, wherein
the flexible drive cable receives rotational
forces and transmits said rotational forces
to the drive screw to actuate the end effec-
tor; and

a shaft assembly including:

a proximal neck housing supported at a dis-
tal end of the outer tube; and
a distal neck housing pivotally connected to
the proximal neck housing, wherein a distal
end of the distal neck housing is configured
and adapted for operative connection with
the end effector;

wherein, when the end effector is connected to
the shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable ex-
tends through the proximal neck housing and
the distal neck housing.

2. The electromechanical surgical device according to
claim 1, wherein the shaft assembly includes a cou-
pling lug extending distally from the distal neck hous-
ing, wherein the coupling lug is located substantially
along a central longitudinal axis of the shaft assem-
bly, preferably wherein the end effector defines a
central opening formed in a proximal surface thereof,
wherein the central opening of the end effector is
configured and dimensioned to receive the coupling
lug of the shaft assembly when the end effector is
connected to the shaft assembly.

3. The electromechanical surgical device according to
claim 2, wherein the end effector includes a lock ac-
tuator having at least a first position and a second
position, wherein when the lock actuator is in the first
position the coupling lug of the shaft assembly is
insertable into the central opening of the end effector
upon a connection of the end effector to the shaft
assembly, preferably wherein when the lock actuator
is in the second position the coupling lug of the shaft
assembly is prevented from insertion into the central
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opening of the end effector, preferably still wherein
when the end effector is coupled to the shaft assem-
bly, a disposition of the lock actuator to the second
position secures the end effector to the shaft assem-
bly to inhibit disconnection of the end effector from
the shaft assembly.

4. The electromechanical surgical device according to
claim 3, wherein the end effector includes a lock bar
operatively engageable by the lock actuator, wherein
the lock bar includes:

a first position in which the lock bar does not
extend across the central opening of the end
effector; and
a second position in which the lock bar at least
partially extends across the central opening of
the end effector.

5. The electromechanical surgical device according to
claim 4, wherein the lock actuator urges the lock bar
to the second position when the lock actuator is in
the second condition, preferably wherein the cou-
pling lug defines an outer annular race therearound,
and wherein, when the lock bar is in the second po-
sition, and when the end effector is coupled to the
shaft assembly, the lock bar at least partially enters
the annular race of the coupling lug.

6. The electromechanical surgical device according to
claim 4 or claim 5, wherein at least one of the lock
actuator is biased to the second position, and the
lock bar is biased to the first position.

7. The electromechanical surgical device according to
any of claims 4 to 6, wherein the lock actuator in-
cludes an intermediate position between the first po-
sition and the second position thereof,
wherein in the intermediate position, an angled cam-
ming surface of the lock actuator is in contact with
the lock bar such that the lock bar is disposed at an
intermediate position between the first position and
the second position thereof, preferably wherein in
the intermediate position of the lock actuator, upon
a separation of the end effector from the shaft as-
sembly, the coupling lug of the end effector exerts a
force on the lock bar to urge the lock bar to the second
position and the lock actuator to the first position.

8. The electromechanical surgical device according to
claim 4, wherein the shaft assembly defines at least
a pair of distally oriented notches formed in a distal
end thereof, wherein the pair of notches are radially
offset by about 90° relative to one another, and
wherein the end effector is rotated relative to the
shaft assembly to axially align the lock actuator with
one of the pair of notches to fix a rotational orientation
of the end effector relative to the shaft assembly

when the lock actuator is in the second position, pref-
erably wherein the end effector is arranged to be
manually rotated relative to the shaft assembly.

9. The electromechanical surgical device according to
any preceding claim, wherein the shaft assembly fur-
ther comprises:

an articulation bar at least partially slidably sup-
ported in the distal neck housing, the articulation
bar including:

a distal end; and
a proximal end operatively connected to a
rotatable drive shaft; wherein the articula-
tion bar is off set a radial distance from the
central longitudinal axis of the shaft assem-
bly; and

an articulation link having a proximal end pivot-
ally connected to the distal end of the articulation
bar, and a distal end pivotally connected to the
distal neck housing;
wherein actuation of the rotatable drive shaft of
the electromechanical surgical device that is
connected to the articulation bar causes the ar-
ticulation bar to axially translate; and
wherein axial translation of the articulation bar
causes the distal neck housing to pivot off axis
relative to the proximal neck housing.

10. The electromechanical surgical device according to
any preceding claim, wherein the shaft assembly in-
cludes a coil spring extending between and across
the distal neck housing and the proximal neck hous-
ing, and wherein, when the end effector is connected
to the shaft assembly, the flexible drive cable is
sheathed in the coil spring, and/or wherein, when
the end effector is connected to the shaft assembly,
at least the distal end of the flexible drive cable is
offset a radial distance from a central longitudinal
axis of the shaft assembly.

11. An end effector for performing a surgical function
and being connectable to an electromechanical pow-
er source, the end effector comprising:

an upper jaw and a lower jaw, at least one of the
upper jaw and the lower jaw being movable in
relation to the other of the upper jaw and the
lower jaw, wherein the lower jaw of the end ef-
fector is configured to selectively receive a car-
tridge assembly;
a drive beam slidably supported in the lower jaw
and being translatable through each of the upper
jaw and the lower jaw to move the lower jaw
relative to the upper;
a cartridge assembly configured for loading into
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the lower jaw, the cartridge assembly including
an actuation sled slidably supported therein and
being configured to expel at least a portion of a
plurality of staples loaded in the cartridge as-
sembly upon a distal movement of the actuation
sled from a proximal-most position;
a drive screw rotatably supported in the lower
jaw, wherein the drive beam is threadably sup-
ported on the drive screw, whereby rotation of
the drive screw results in axial translation of the
drive beam, wherein the drive screw defines a
proximal coupling socket;
a proximal coupling hub defining a proximal fac-
ing opening;
a lock actuator having at least a first position and
a second position; and
a lock bar supported in the proximal coupling
hub and being operatively engageable by the
lock actuator, the lock bar including:

a first position in which the lock bar does
not extend across the opening of the prox-
imal coupling hub; and
a second position in which the lock bar at
least partially extends across the opening
of the proximal coupling hub.

12. The end effector according to claim 11, wherein
when the lock actuator is in the first position the lock
bar is in the first position, and, wherein when the lock
actuator is in the second position the lock bar is en-
gaged by the lock actuator and urged by the lock
actuator to the second position, preferably wherein
at least one of the lock actuator is biased to the sec-
ond position, and the lock bar is biased to the first
position, preferably still wherein the lock actuator in-
cludes an intermediate position between the first po-
sition and the second position thereof,
wherein in the intermediate position, an angled cam-
ming surface of the lock actuator is in contact with
the lock bar such that the lock bar is disposed at an
intermediate position between the first position and
the second position thereof.

13. The end effector according to claim 11 or claim 12,
further comprising:

a flexible drive cable rotatably supported therein
and extending therefrom the coupling socket of
the drive screw, wherein the flexible drive cable
receives rotational forces and transmits said ro-
tational forces to the drive screw to actuate the
end effector.

14. An adapter shaft assembly for selectively intercon-
necting an end effector and an electromechanical
power source, the adapter shaft assembly compris-
ing:

an adapter housing configured and adapted for
selective connection to at least one rotatable
drive shaft of the electromechanical power
source;
an outer tube having a proximal end supported
by the adapter housing and a distal end config-
ured and adapted for operative connection with
the end effector; and
at least one force transmitting assembly for in-
terconnecting a respective one of the at least
one rotatable drive shaft of the electromechan-
ical power source and at least one rotation re-
ceiving member supported in the end effector,
wherein the at least one force transmitting as-
sembly includes:

a flexible drive cable extending from the end
effector, the flexible drive cable having a first
end that is connected to a rotatable drive
shaft that is connected to the at least one
rotatable drive shaft of the electromechan-
ical power source and a second end that is
connectable to the at least one rotation re-
ceiving member of the end effector, wherein
the at least one force transmitting assembly
transmits a rotation of the rotatable drive
shaft of the electromechanical power
source to the at least one rotation receiving
member of the end effector.

15. An end effector for performing a surgical function
and being connectable to an electromechanical pow-
er source, the end effector comprising:

an upper jaw and a lower jaw, at least one of the
upper jaw and the lower jaw being movable in
relation to the other of the upper jaw and the
lower jaw, wherein the lower jaw of the end ef-
fector is configured to selectively receive a car-
tridge assembly;
a drive beam slidably supported in the lower jaw
and being translatable through each of the upper
jaw and the lower jaw to move the lower jaw
relative to the upper;
a drive screw rotatably supported in the lower
jaw, wherein the drive beam is threadably sup-
ported on the drive screw, whereby rotation of
the drive screw results in axial translation of the
drive beam, wherein the drive screw defines a
proximal coupling socket; and
a flexible drive cable having a first end that is
connectable to a rotatable drive shaft that is con-
nected to at least one rotatable drive shaft of an
electromechanical power source, and a second
end that is connected to the proximal coupling
socket of the drive screw, wherein the flexible
drive cable transmits a rotation of the rotatable
drive shaft of the electromechanical power
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source to the drive screw of the end effector.
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