
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
82

6 
13

2
A

1
*EP003826132A1*

(11) EP 3 826 132 A1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
26.05.2021 Bulletin 2021/21

(21) Application number: 20177493.2

(22) Date of filing: 29.05.2020

(51) Int Cl.:
H02J 7/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
KH MA MD TN

(30) Priority: 19.11.2019 TW 108141861

(71) Applicant: Quanta Computer Inc
Taoyuan City 333 (TW)

(72) Inventor: Yen, Wei-Ting
333 Taoyuan City (TW)

(74) Representative: Michalski Hüttermann & Partner 
Patentanwälte mbB
Speditionstraße 21
40221 Düsseldorf (DE)

(54) BATTERY DEVICE AND CONTROL METHOD THEREOF

(57) A battery device includes a storage battery unit,
a current sensing unit, a temperature sensing unit, a stor-
age unit and a processing unit. The current sensing unit
detects load current. The temperature sensing unit de-
tects the battery temperature of the storage battery unit.
The storage unit stores a cycle number, multiple thresh-
old intervals, and multiple charging voltage values. Ac-
cording to the load current, the battery temperature and
the cycle number, the depth of discharge of the storage

battery is acquired. The storage unit stores the load cur-
rent, the battery temperature and the cycle number. The
processing unit operates a charging procedure. The
charging voltage value corresponding to the working
threshold interval is selected to be the main charging
voltage value, and the DC voltage that is identical to the
main charging voltage value is used to perform a constant
voltage charge for the battery unit.
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Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This Application claims priority of Taiwan Patent Application No. 108141861, filed on November 19, 2019, the
entirety of which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a battery device and a control method thereof and, in particular, to a battery
device and a control method for the storage batteries.

Description of the Related Art

[0003] With the development of electronic products and electric vehicles, the application of storage batteries (also
called secondary batteries) becomes more popular. Thus, it has become important for the present technology to extend
the cycle life of storage batteries effectively. Because current market demand keeps changing, most consumers prefer
electronic products with a fast charging function. However, fast charging can easily over charge storage batteries, which
may decrease the cycle life of the storage batteries. In addition, when the storage batteries provide power to a heavy
load, because the heavy load requires a large current, the storage batteries may easily be over-discharged, causing the
capacity of the storage batteries to become too low. Low battery capacity is also an important factor in reducing the
storage battery’s cycle life.
[0004] During the discharging procedure of a storage battery, if the load is changed from a heavy load to a light load,
the storage battery would produce a phenomenon of voltage rise. Because traditional techniques do not take the phe-
nomenon of voltage rise into consideration, the storage battery is usually charged at a fixed rate of voltage after the
discharging procedure of a storage battery is finished. Therefore, when the storage battery is charged to reach the target
voltage, the phenomenon of voltage rise further increases the battery voltage of the storage battery. Consequently, the
battery voltage of the storage battery is increased to exceed the rated saturation voltage (also called nominal capacity).
As a result, the traditional techniques often cause the storage battery to be overcharged.
[0005] In view of this, the present invention proposes a battery device and a control method thereof in order to solve
the problems mentioned above. According to the practical application of the storage battery, the present invention can
automatically regulate the charging voltage to avoid over-charging. In addition, the present invention can also effectively
prevent the storage battery from being over-discharged.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] A battery device includes a storage battery unit, a current sensing unit, a temperature sensing unit, a storage
unit and a processing unit. The current sensing unit is coupled to the storage battery unit and a load for detecting a load
current. The temperature sensing unit is configured to measure the battery temperature of the storage battery unit. The
storage unit is configured to store the cycle number of the storage battery unit, a plurality of threshold intervals, and a
plurality of charging voltage values, wherein each of the plurality of threshold intervals respectively corresponds to each
of the plurality of charging voltage values. The processing unit is coupled to the storage battery unit and the storage
unit, and configured to receive the load current and the battery temperature. The processor is configured to perform a
discharging record procedure, including the following steps: obtaining a depth of discharge (DOD) for the storage battery
unit based on the load current, the battery temperature and the cycle number, and whenever the processing unit obtains
the load current, the battery temperature, and the DOD, the processing unit stores the load current, the battery temper-
ature, and the DOD in the storage unit. The processing unit is also configured to perform a charging procedure, including
the following steps: retrieving the maximum value of the plurality of DOD from the storage unit; identifying one of the
plurality of the threshold intervals that the maximum value falls within to be a working threshold interval; selecting the
charging voltage value corresponding to the working threshold interval to be the main charging value; and using a DC
voltage with the main charging value to perform a constant voltage charging of the storage battery unit.
[0007] A control method for a storage battery unit, including the following steps: detecting a load current; detecting
the battery temperature of the storage battery unit; storing a cycle number of the storage battery unit, a plurality of
threshold intervals, and a plurality of charging voltage values, wherein each of the plurality of threshold intervals respec-
tively corresponds to each of the plurality of charging voltage values. Perform a discharging record procedure, comprising
the following steps: receiving the load current to store it in a storage unit; receiving the battery temperature to store it in
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a storage unit and whenever the load current and the battery temperature are obtained, the load current and the battery
temperature are stored in the storage unit to generate a plurality of load current and a plurality of battery temperatures.
Perform a charging procedure, comprising the following steps: retrieving the maximum value of the plurality of load
current from the storage unit; retrieving the maximum value of the plurality of battery temperature from the storage unit;
computing a depth of discharge (DOD) for the storage battery unit based on the maximum value of the plurality of load
current, the maximum value of the plurality of battery temperature and the cycle number; identifying one of the plurality
of the threshold intervals that the DOD falls within to be a working threshold interval; selecting the charging voltage value
corresponding to the working threshold interval to be the main charging value; and using a DC voltage with the main
charging value to perform a constant voltage charging of the storage battery unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

Fig. 1 is a waveform for a traditional storage battery’s discharging in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram for a battery device in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 3 is a flow chart for a control method of the battery device in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.
Fig. 4 is a flow chart for a control method of the battery device in accordance with another one embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 5 is a block diagram for a power system in accordance with another one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention is described with reference to the attached figures, where like reference numerals are
used throughout the figures to designate similar or equivalent elements. The figures are not drawn to scale and are
provided merely to illustrate the instant invention. Several aspects of the invention are described below with reference
to example applications for illustration. It should be understood that numerous specific details, relationships, and methods
are set forth to provide a full understanding of the invention. One having ordinary skill in the relevant art, however, will
readily recognize that the invention can be practiced without one or more of the specific details, or with other methods.
In other instances, well-known structures or operations are not shown in detail to avoid obscuring the invention. The
present invention is not limited by the illustrated ordering of acts or events, as some acts may occur in different orders
and/or concurrently with other acts or events. Furthermore, not all illustrated acts or events are required to implement
a methodology in accordance with the present invention.
[0010] The following description is an embodiment of the present invention. The purpose of the present invention is
to exemplify the general principles of the invention and should not be construed as limiting the scope of the invention,
which is defined by the scope of the claims.
[0011] Fig. 1 is a waveform for a traditional storage battery’s discharging in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. During the discharge of the storage battery, the variation of the load may cause a phenomenon of
voltage rise occurred in the storage battery. When the storage battery is discharged, the discharging amount of the
battery is increased, and the voltage of the storage battery is reduced. When the voltage of the storage battery is lowered
to a cut-off discharge voltage, the storage battery stops discharging and the discharging amount is stopped increasing.
[0012] As shown in Fig. 1, the initial value of the battery voltage of the storage battery is 4 volts. When the storage
battery begins to discharge, providing power to the load, the battery voltage of the storage battery is reduced from 4
volts, and the discharging amount of the storage battery is increased gradually. When the battery voltage of the storage
battery is lowered to reach 3. 6 volts, the load is changed to be a light load so that the battery voltage of the storage
battery is increased, and the phenomenon is known as a phenomenon of voltage rise.
[0013] If the storage battery provides power to a heavy load, the phenomenon of voltage rise becomes greater (the
increment of the voltage becomes greater). If the storage battery provides power to a light load, the phenomenon of
voltage rise becomes smaller (the increment of the voltage becomes smaller). More specifically, the amount of the
change of the load is larger, so the phenomenon of voltage rise becomes greater. Conversely, the amount of the change
of the load is smaller, so the phenomenon of voltage rise becomes smaller. For example, when the load is changed
from a full load to no load, the phenomenon of voltage rise is the greatest. when the load is changed from a light load
to no load, the phenomenon of voltage rise is much smaller.
[0014] Therefore, the conventional techniques charge the storage battery with a fixed constant voltage. In some
embodiments, after the storage battery provides power to a heavy load, the storage battery needs to be charged for the
next discharge. At this time, during the process of the battery being charged, the conventional charging technology does
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not take the phenomenon of voltage rise into consideration so that the voltage of the storage battery exceeds the initial
set value (rated saturation voltage). If the voltage of the storage battery exceeds the initial set value, the storage battery
is overcharged. The present invention mainly proposes a control method of a battery device by utilizing the phenomenon
of voltage rise, so as to prevent the battery from being overcharged.
[0015] Fig. 2 is a block diagram for a battery device 100 in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
As shown in Fig. 2, the battery device includes a storage battery unit 102, a current sensing unit 103, a temperature
sensing unit 104, a storage unit 105 and a processing unit 101. The processing unit 101 is respectively coupled to the
storage battery unit 102, the current sensing unit 103, the temperature sensing unit 104 and the storage unit 105. In
addition, the processing unit 101 is also coupled to a voltage regulation device 200. The processing unit 101 controls
the voltage regulation device 200 to output a direct current voltage V1 (also called DC voltage V1) for performing a
constant voltage charge to the storage battery 102. In some embodiments, when the storage battery unit 102 is discharged,
the processing unit 101 stops the voltage regulation device 200 outputting the DC voltage V1. Therefore, it can avoid
the storage battery unit 102 from being damaged by the voltage regulation device 200 charging the storage battery unit
102 when the storage battery unit 102 is discharging.
[0016] The current sensing unit 103 in the battery device 100 is coupled between the storage battery unit 102 and the
load 300 for detecting the load current Io. The load current Io is generated by the storage battery unit 102, and the load
current Io passes through the current sensing unit 103 and the load 300. In some embodiments, the current sensing
unit 103 can be a hall sensor or current sense resistor etc., but the present invention is not limited thereto. According to
the load current Io, the current sensing unit 103 outputs the first sense signal S1 to the processing unit 101. The processing
unit 101 acquires the value of the load current Io based on the first sense signal S1.
[0017] The temperature sensing unit 104 in the battery device 100 is configured to detect the battery temperature of
the storage battery unit 102. When the storage battery unit 102 is being charged or discharging, the battery temperature
of the storage battery unit 102 keeps increasing as well. The temperature sensing unit 104 detects the battery temperature
of the storage battery unit 102 and outputs the second sense signal S2 to the processing unit 101. The processing unit
101 acquires the value of the battery temperature based on the second sense signal S2.
[0018] The storage unit 105 in the battery device 100 is configured to store a cycle number of the storage battery unit
102, a plurality of threshold intervals, and a plurality of charging voltage values, wherein each of the plurality of threshold
intervals respectively corresponds to each of the plurality of charging voltage values. The cycle number of the storage
battery unit 102 represents that the number of times for completing charging and discharging of the storage battery unit
102. In some embodiments, when the cycle number is "1", it represents that the storage battery unit 102 completes a
discharging procedure and completes a charging procedure for fully charge the storage battery unit 102. The cycle
number of the storage battery unit 102 represents the cycle life of the storage battery unit 102. For the general storage
batteries, the cycle number of the storage batteries continues to increase until the rated cycle number of the storage
batteries is reached. When the cycle number reaches the rated cycle number, the cycle life of the storage batteries is
over, and the storage batteries can no longer be used.
[0019] In some embodiments, the plurality of threshold intervals and the plurality of charging voltage values stored in
the storage unit 105 are shown as table 1, but the present invention is not limited thereto.

[0020] The processing unit 101 can compute the depth of discharge (DOD) for the storage battery unit 102 and identify
which one of threshold intervals, shown as Table 1, that the DOD falls within. Then, the processing unit 101 retrieves
the charging voltage value corresponding to the identified threshold interval. For example, if the processing unit 101
computes that the DOD falls within the threshold interval, which is 0∼50000, the processing unit 101 retrieves the charging
voltage value from the storage unit 105, which is 4.4 volts. Then, the processing unit 101 controls the voltage regulation
unit 200 to perform a constant voltage charge to the storage battery unit 102 with 4.4 volts of DC voltage. The plurality
of threshold intervals stored in the storage unit 105 can be flexibly preset in accordance with the actual conditions.

Table 1

Threshold interval Charging voltage value (volts)

0∼50000 4.4

50000∼100000 4.375

100000∼200000 4.35

200000∼250000 4.325

250000∼300000 4.3

300000 4.275
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[0021] Therefore, the DOD of the storage battery unit 102 plays an important role in the present invention, so the
present invention will illustrate how to acquire the DOD below in detail.
[0022] As shown in Fig. 2, the processing unit 101 can be used to control the storage battery unit 102 to discharge
and control the voltage regulation device 200 to perform a constant voltage charge to charge the storage battery unit 102.
[0023] At first, when the processing unit 101 controls the storage battery unit 102 to discharge, the processing unit
101 performs a discharging record procedure simultaneously.
[0024] During the discharging record procedure, the processing unit 101 can receive the first sense signal S1 from
the current sensing unit 103 to identify the value of the load current Io which is output by the storage battery unit 102.
The processing unit 101 also receives the second sense signal S2 from the temperature sensing unit 104 to identify the
value of the battery temperature of the storage battery unit 102.
[0025] In some embodiments, the processing unit 101 reads the first sensing signal S1 of the current sensing unit 103
at every preset time for determining the value of the load current Io. The unit of the preset time can be second(s),
minute(s), hour(s), day(s) or week(s) etc., but the present invention is not limited to this. The users can set an appropriate
preset time according to the actual demands. As shown in Table 2 below, whenever the processing unit 101 identifies
the value of the load current Io, the processing unit 101 stores the value of the load current Io in the storage unit 105
and set a current factor for representing the value of the load current Io, but the present invention is not limited thereto.

[0026] In table 2, the current factor set by the processing unit 101 is proportional to the load current Io. In general, the
larger the load current Io, the larger the working current required by the load 300. For example, when the electric vehicle
runs at high speed, the storage battery would supply a higher load current Io. Conversely, when the electric vehicle runs
at slow speed, the storage battery would supply a lower load current Io. Furthermore, generally, when most storage
batteries output a load current which is more than 1C, the storage batteries will perform a protection mode to avoid the
storage batteries from being damaged. As a result, when the processing unit 101 creates Table 2 in the storage unit
105, the processing unit 101 usually cannot read the load current Io which is more than 1C. Therefore, the current factor
corresponding to load current Io which is 1C is a maximum value, but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0027] C(C-rate) recited in the present invention represents the unit of the capacity of the storage battery. Except for
ampere (or milliampere) representing the unit of the charging current (or discharging current) of batteries, a person
having ordinary skill in the art can comprehend that C(C-rate) can be taken as the current portion of the rated capacity
(Current multiplied by Time), so C(C-rate) can be used as unit for the value of current. C(C-rate) is inversely proportional
to Time; therefore, when the value of C(C-rate) becomes larger, it means that the charging/discharging current of the
battery becomes larger, and the charge/discharge time of the battery becomes shorter. On the contrary, when the value
of C (C-rate) becomes smaller, it means that the charging/discharging current of the battery becomes smaller, and the
charge/discharge time of the battery becomes longer. For example, 1C represents that the all of the electric capacity in
a battery is fully charged or discharged in one hour. 2C represents that the all of the electric capacity in the battery is
fully charged or discharged in half an hour (30 minutes). 10C represents that the all of the electric capacity in the battery
is fully charged or discharged in 0. 1 hour(s) (6 minutes). 0. 5C represents that the all of the electric capacity in the
battery is fully charged or discharged in two hours (120 minutes). For example, if the capacity of the storage battery is
10000 mAh, 1C represents the value of current is 10000 mA, and 2C represents the value of current is 20000 mA. As
a result, C(C-rate) represents the value of load current Io in the present invention for facilitating to illustrate the operations
and principles of the present invention, but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0028] In some embodiments, the processing unit 101 reads the second sensing signal S2 of the temperature sensing
unit 104 at every preset time for determining the value of the battery temperature. The unit of the preset time can be
second(s), minute(s), hour(s), day(s) or week(s) etc., but the present invention is not limited to this. The users can set
an appropriate preset time according to the actual demands. As shown in Table 3 below, whenever the processing unit
101 identifies the value of the battery temperature, the processing unit 101 stores the value of the battery temperature
in the storage unit 105 and set a temperature factor for representing the value of the battery temperature, but the present

Table 2

Load current Io Current factor

1st 0.2C 1

2nd 0.4C 2

3rd 0.6C 4

4th 0.8C 16

5th 1.0C 256
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invention is not limited thereto.

[0029] For most storage batteries, when the battery temperature exceeds the 60°C, the storage batteries will perform
a protection mode to avoid the storage batteries from being damaged. As a result, when the processing unit 101 creates
Table 3 in the storage unit 105, the processing unit 101 usually cannot read the battery temperature which is more than
60 °C. Therefore, the temperature factor corresponding to the battery temperature which is 60 °C is a maximum value,
but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0030] In other embodiments, the processing unit 101 may also set a temperature factor to represent the range of
battery temperature change, as shown in Table 4:

[0031] The same as Table 3, the processing unit 101 usually cannot read the battery temperature which is more than
60°C. Therefore, the temperature factor corresponding to the battery temperature which is 60°C is a maximum value,
but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0032] In Table 3 or Table 4, the higher battery temperature usually means that the storage battery is used for the
longer time or means that the load current Io output by the storage battery is higher. Specifically, in some embodiments,
the battery temperature in Table 3 or Table 4 may correspond to the load current Io in Table 2. According to actual
needs, the processing unit 101 may be adjusted to create any one of Table 3 or Table 4 in the storage unit 105.
[0033] In some embodiments, whenever the processing unit 101 acquires the battery temperature and the load current
Io each time, the processing unit 101 computes the DOD of the storage battery unit 102 based on the load current Io,
the battery temperature and the cycle number. At first, the processing unit 101 converts the load current Io into a
corresponding current factor and converts the battery temperature into a corresponding temperature factor. Then, the
processing unit 101 computes the DOD by using Equation (1) shown as below: 

[0034] The processing unit 101 computes the DOD of the storage battery unit 102 and stores the DOD in the storage
unit 105. When the processing unit 101 completes the computation of the DOD, the discharging record procedure is
completed. If the storage battery unit 102 still continues to provide load current Io to the load 300, the processing unit
101 repeatedly perform the discharging record procedure for generating a plurality of DOD in the storage unit 105. When
the processing unit 101 detects that the relative state of charge (RSOC) for the storage battery unit 102 is smaller than
(or equal to) 3%, the processing unit 101 stops the storage battery unit 102 from providing the load current Io, and the

Table 3

Battery temperature (°C) temperature factor

1st 0 1

2nd 20 2

3rd 30 4

4th 40 8

5th 50 16

6th 60 32

Table 4

Battery temperature (°C) temperature factor

0∼20 1

21∼30 2

31∼40 4

41∼50 8

51∼60 16

^ 60 32
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processing unit 101 stops performing the discharging record procedure repeatedly.
[0035] For a person skilled in the art, RSOC can define the remaining electric capacity of the storage battery. RSOC
is usually expressed in percentage. The remaining electric capacity of the storage battery is influenced by the charge
current, discharge current, battery temperature and cycle number. In general, the range of RSOC is 0%∼100%. When
the storage battery is fully charged, RSOC is 100%. When the storage battery is fully discharged, RSOC is 0%. Generally,
when RSOC of the storage battery unit 102 is smaller than (or equal to) 3%, the voltage of storage battery unit 102
reaches minimal discharge voltage. At this time, if the storage battery unit 102 is not charged, the storage battery unit
102 is possibly damaged.
[0036] When the storage battery unit 102 stops providing the load current Io, the processing unit 101 stops performing
the discharging record procedure. Simultaneously, the processing unit 101 completes to create Table2 and Table 3 (or
Table 4) and compute the plurality of the DOD.
[0037] When the processing unit 101 controls the voltage regulation device 200 to charge the storage battery unit 102,
the processing unit 101 performs a charge procedure. During the charging procedure, the processing unit 101 selects
the maximum value of the DOD from the storage unit 102. According to Table 1, the processing unit 101 identifies one
of the plurality of the threshold intervals that the maximum value falls within to be a working threshold interval. For
example, in Table 1, if the processing unit 101 identifies the maximum value falls within the threshold interval being
range of 50000∼100000, the processing unit 101 takes the threshold interval: 50000∼100000 as a working threshold
interval.
[0038] Then, from Table 1, the processing unit 101 selects the charging voltage value corresponding to the working
threshold interval to be the main charging value. For example, after selecting the threshold interval: 50000∼100000 to
be the working threshold interval, the processing unit 101 selects 4. 375 volts to be the main charging value.
[0039] Eventually, the processing unit 101 controls the voltage regulation device 200 to provide DC voltage V1 for
performing the constant voltage charge to the storage battery unit 102, and the value of the DC voltage V1 is equal to
the main charging value (ex. 4. 375 volts) .
[0040] In some other embodiments, during the discharging record procedure, the processing unit 101 simply completes
to store Table 2 and Table 3 (or Table 4) in the storage unit 105. When the processing unit 101 performs the charging
procedure, the processing unit 101 selects the maximum value of the current factors (ex. 256), and selects the maximum
value of the temperature factors (ex. 32). Next, the processing unit 101 substitutes the maximum current factor (ex. 256)
and the maximum temperature factor (ex. 32) into Equation (1) to calculate the DOD.
[0041] Then, according to Table 1, the processing unit 101 identifies the DOD falls within which one of the threshold
intervals for selecting the corresponding charging voltage value to be the main charging value. Eventually, the processing
unit 101 controls the voltage regulation device 200 to provide DC voltage V1 for performing the constant voltage charge
to the storage battery unit 102, and the value of the DC voltage V1 is equal to the main charging value.
[0042] During the process of charging the battery unit 102 by the voltage adjustment device 200, the processing unit
101 detects the battery voltage of the storage battery unit 102. When the battery voltage of the storage battery unit 102
approaches the main charging value within an error range, the processing unit 101 stops the charging procedure and
stops the storage battery unit 102 from being charged by the voltage adjustment device 200. Simultaneously, the process-
ing unit 101 increases the cycle number in the storage unit 105.
[0043] When the storage battery unit 102 is going to process the next discharge, the processing unit 101 re-executes
the discharging record procedure mentioned above, and recreates Table 2 and Table 3 (or Table 4). According to the
completed Tables 2 and 3 (or Table 4), the processing unit 101 performs the next charging procedure.
[0044] In some embodiments, the storage battery unit 102 can be a Lead-acid Battery, a Nickel-cadmium Battery, a
NiMH Battery, a Nickel-zinc Battery, a Lithium Battery, a Carbon-zinc Battery, an Aluminum battery etc., but the present
invention is not limited thereto.
[0045] In some embodiments, the processing unit 101 can be a controller, a central processing unit (CPU), a graphic
processing unit (GPU), a field programmable gate array (FPGA), a micro control unit (MCU), a micro processing unit
(MPU) etc., but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0046] In some embodiments, the storage unit 105 can be a dynamic random access memory (DRAM), a static random
access memory (SRAM), a flash memory, an electrically erasable programmable read only memory (EEPROM), a non-
volatile memory, a hard disk drive (HDD) or solid-state disk (SSD) etc., but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0047] Fig. 3 is a flow chart for a control method 400 of the battery device 100 in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention. Please refer to Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 for illustrating each of the following embodiments. The control
method 400 is mainly performed by the battery device 100, and the battery device 100 begins at step 401.
[0048] At step 401, the current sensing unit 103 in the battery device detects the load current Io, wherein the storage
battery unit 102 outputs the load current Io to the load 300. In addition, the temperature sensing unit 104 in the battery
device 100 detects the battery temperature of the storage battery unit 102. The current sensing unit 103 outputs the first
sense signal S1 to the processing unit 101, and the temperature sensing unit 104 outputs the second sense signal S2
to the processing unit 101. According to the first sense signal S1 and the second sense signal S2, the processing unit
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can identify the value of the load current Io output by the storage battery unit 102 and the value of the battery temperature
of the storage battery unit 102. At this time, the processing unit 101 sets the current factor corresponding to the load
current Io and sets the temperature factor corresponding to the battery temperature. Then, the battery device 100
continues to perform step 403.
[0049] At step 403, the storage unit 105 is configured to store the a cycle number of the storage battery unit 102, a
plurality of threshold intervals, and a plurality of charging voltage values, wherein each of the plurality of threshold
intervals respectively corresponds to each of the plurality of charging voltage values, as shown in Table 1. Then, the
battery device 100 continues to perform step 405.
[0050] At step 405, the processing unit 101 identifies if the RSOC of the storage battery unit 102 is greater than 3%.
If the processing unit 101 identifies the RSOC of the storage battery unit 102 is greater than 3%, the processing unit
enters step 407 for performing the discharging record procedure. If the processing unit 101 identifies the RSOC of the
storage battery unit 102 is smaller than (or equal to) 3%, the processing unit enters step 413 for performing the charging
procedure.
[0051] When the processing unit 101 enters step 407, the processing unit 101 continues to perform step 409. At step
409, according to the load current Io, the battery temperature and the cycle number, the processing unit 101 computes
the DOD of the storage battery unit 102. The processing unit 101 converts the load current Io into current factor and
converts the battery temperature into temperature factor. The processing unit 101 substitutes the maximum current
factor and the maximum temperature factor into Equation (1) to calculate the DOD. Then, the processing unit 101
continues to perform step 411.
[0052] At step 411, the processing unit 101 stores the load current Io, the current factor, the battery temperature, the
temperature factor and the DOD in the storage unit 105. After completing step 411, the processing unit 101 returns to
step 405. If the RSOC is still greater than 3%, the processing unit 101 continues to perform steps 407-411 for acquiring
the new values of the load current Io and the battery temperature. The processing unit 101 also computes the DOD. As
a result, after performing steps 405∼411 repeatedly, the storage unit 105 stores a plurality of the DOD. Simultaneously,
after performing steps 405∼411 repeatedly, the processing unit 101 creates Table 2 and Table 3 (or Table 4) in the
storage unit 105. When the RSOC is smaller than (or equal to) 3%, the processing unit 101 enters step 413 for performing
the charging procedure. The charging procedure begins at step 415.
[0053] At step 415, the processing unit 101 retrieves the maximum value of the DOD from the storage unit 105. Then,
the processing unit 101 continues to perform step 417.
[0054] At step 417, according to Table 1 stored in the storage unit 105, the processing unit 101 identifies one of the
plurality threshold intervals that the maximum value of the DOD falls within to be a working threshold interval. For
example, if the processing unit 101 identifies the maximum value falls within the threshold interval being the range of
0∼50000, the processing unit 101 takes the threshold interval: 0∼50000 as a working threshold interval. Then, the
processing unit 101 enters step 419.
[0055] At step 419, the processing unit 101 selects the charging voltage value which corresponds to the working
threshold interval to be the main charging value, and the processing unit 101 controls the voltage regulation device 200
to provide DC voltage V1 for performing a constant voltage charge to the storage battery unit 102. The value of the DC
voltage V1 is identical with the main charging value. For example, as shown in Fig. 1, if the working threshold interval
is 0∼50000, the charging voltage value corresponding to the working threshold interval is 4. 4 volts. Thus, the processing
unit 101 controls the voltage regulation device 200 to provide DC voltage V1 with 4. 4 volts for performing a constant
voltage charge to the storage battery unit 102. Then, the processing unit enters step 421.
[0056] At step 421, the processing unit 101 identifies if the battery voltage of the storage battery unit 102 approaches
the main charging value within an error range. When the battery voltage of the storage battery unit 102 approaches the
main charging value in an error range, the processing unit 101 performs step 423. At step 423, the processing unit stops
performing the charging procedure and increases the cycle number in the storage unit 105. In some embodiments, the
error range is about 6 5%, but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0057] At step 421, when the battery voltage of the storage battery unit 102 does not approach the main charging
value in the error range, the processing unit 101 repeats to perform steps 419 and 421. When the battery device 100
stops the charging procedure, it represents that the RSOC of the storage battery unit 102 is 100% (means: the storage
battery unit 102 is fully charged).
[0058] Fig. 4 is a flow chart for a control method 500 of the battery device 100 in accordance with another one
embodiment of the present invention. Please refer to Fig. 2 and Fig. 4 for illustrating each of the following embodiments.
The control method 500 is mainly performed by the battery device 100, and the battery device 100 begins at step 501.
Comparing to the control method 400 (as shown in Fig. 3), steps 501 to 507 of the control method 500 is identical to
steps 401 to 407 of the control method 400. Therefore, in this embodiment, the present invention is only illustrated from
step 509.
[0059] At step 509, the processing unit 101 receives the first sense signal S1 of the current sensing unit 103 for
acquiring the value of the load current Io. The processing unit 101 also receives the second sense signal S2 of the
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temperature sensing unit 104 for acquiring the value of battery temperature. Then, the processing unit 101 continues to
perform step 511.
[0060] At step 511, the processing unit stores the value of the load current Io and the value of battery temperature in
the storage unit 105. Then, the processing unit 101 returns to step 505 and identifies if the RSOC is greater than 3%.
If the RSOC is greater than 3%, the processing unit 101 continues to perform steps 507 to 511. By repeating steps 505
to 511, the storage unit 105 stores the plurality of load currents Io, the plurality of battery temperatures, the plurality of
current factors and the plurality of temperature factors. According to this, the processing unit 101 creates and stores
Table 2 and Table 3 (or Table 4) in the storage unit 105.
[0061] At step 505, when the processing unit 101 identifies that the RSOC of the storage battery unit 102 is smaller
than (or equal to) 3%, the processing unit 101 stops the discharging record procedure and performs the charging
procedure in step 513.
[0062] At step 515, the processing unit 101 retrieves the maximum value of the load currents Io and the maximum
value of battery temperatures. According to Table 2, the processing unit 101 retrieves the current factor corresponding
to the maximum value of the load currents. According to Table 3, the processing unit 101 retrieves the temperature
factor corresponding to the maximum value of battery temperatures. Then, the processing unit 101 performs 517.
[0063] At step 517, according to the maximum value of the load currents Io, the maximum value of battery temperatures
and cycle number, the processing unit 101 computes the DOD of the storage battery unit 102. The processing unit 101
substitutes the current factor and the temperature factor acquired at step 515 into Equation (1) to calculate the DOD.
According to Table 1, the processing unit identifies that the DOD falls within which one of the threshold intervals. For
example, according to Table 1, if the processing unit 101 identifies that the DOD falls within the threshold interval which
is 50000∼100000, the processing unit takes this threshold interval as a working threshold interval. Then, the processing
unit 101 performs steps 519 to 523. Steps 519 to 523 of the control method 500 are the same as steps 419 to 423 of
the control method 500, so the present invention does not repeat the illustration.
[0064] The control methods 400 and 500 proposed by the present invention, shown as Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, can effectively
avoid the storage battery unit form being overcharged. Please refer to Table 5. Table 5 shows the results of experiments
performed on the storage battery by using the control method 400 of the present invention. The maximum charging
voltage of the storage battery for the experiment is 4. 4 volts.

[0065] Please refer to Fig. 2, Fig. 3 and Table 5. In Table 5, the smaller the load current Io, the smaller the power
required by the load 300 (means: light load). Conversely, the larger the load current Io, the larger the power required by
the load 300 (means: heavy load). When the load current Io is smaller than 0. 2C, the processing unit 101 controls the
voltage regulation device 200 to charge the storage battery unit 102 with the charging voltage being 4. 4 volts. At this
time, after completing the charging procedure, the RSOC of the storage battery is 100%, and the storage battery unit is
fully charged. When the load current Io is smaller than 0. 2C, the storage battery is not prone to the phenomenon of
voltage rise. Therefore, the storage battery can be charged by using the maximum charging voltage 4. 4 volts.
[0066] As shown in Table 5, if the load current Io is increased, the charging voltage of for the storage battery is
decreased. Because the load current Io is increased, the battery temperature of the storage battery is increased as well.
According to Table 2 and Table 3, the higher the load current Io, the higher the current factor. The higher the battery
temperature, the higher the temperature factor. According to Equation (1), the DOD computed by the processing unit
101 becomes higher. According to Table 1, if the DOD is becomes higher, the threshold interval that the DOD falls within
also becomes higher. According to Table 1, when the DOD falls within a higher threshold interval, the corresponding
charging voltage becomes lower.
[0067] When the load current Io becomes higher, the load 300 is closed to a heavy load so that the phenomenon of
voltage rise of the storage battery is more obvious. Thus, it is not necessary to charge the storage battery with the
maximum charging voltage.
[0068] As shown in Table 5, when the load current Io reaches 0. 4C, the processing unit 101 calculates, by means of

Table 5

Load current Io Charging voltage(volts) RSOC of battery

<0.2C 4.4 100%

0.4C 4.375 99%

0.6C 4.35 97.5%

0.8C 4.325 95%

1.0C 4.3 92.5%



EP 3 826 132 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the control method 400, that the threshold interval in which the DOD falls is 50000 ∼ 100000, and the processing unit
101 selects 4. 375 volts as the charging voltage according to Table 1. When the charging procedure is finished, the
RSOC of the storage battery is 99%. By means of the phenomenon of voltage rise, the RSOC of the storage battery will
be increase to 100% by itself. Thus, the storage battery still can be fully charged.
[0069] Therefore, when the load current Io becomes higher, the phenomenon of voltage rise becomes more obvious,
so the charging voltage to the battery can be lower. In this way, the present invention can not only prevent the battery
from being overcharged, but also save electricity to achieve energy saving effects.
[0070] Fig. 5 is a block diagram for a power system 800 in accordance with another one embodiment of the present
invention. Please refer to Fig. 2 and Fig. 5. The power system 800 includes an AC/DC conversion device 810, a system
control unit 803 and a battery device 100. The system control unit 803 also includes a switching device 803a and a
voltage regulation device 803b. The AC/DC conversion device 810 is coupled to the AC power 900, and the AC/DC
conversion device 810 converts the AC power 900 to a DC power for the system control unit 830. By the switching device
830a, the system control unit 830 delivers the DC power output by the AC/DC conversion device 810 to the voltage
regulation device 830b and the load 300.
[0071] Because the AC/DC conversion device 810 continues to provide DC power to the load 300, it is not necessary
for the battery device 100 to provide power to the load 300. At this time, the system control unit 830 notifies the processing
unit 101 in the battery device 100 to stop the storage battery unit 102 discharging, and the processing unit 101 stops
the discharging record procedure. Simultaneously, if the processing unit 101 identifies that the RSOC of the storage
battery unit 102 is smaller than (or equal to) 3%, the processing unit 101 controls the voltage regulation device 830b to
output the DC power, and the voltage regulation device 830b performs the a constant voltage charge to the storage
battery unit 102.
[0072] When the AC power 900 is interrupted or is too low, the AC/DC conversion device 810 cannot supply DC power
to the load 300. At this time, the system control unit 830 notifies the processing unit 101 in the battery device 100 to
control the storage battery unit 102 to supply power to the load 300, and the processing unit 101 starts a discharge
recording procedure. At this time, the system control unit 830 controls the switching device 830a to cut off the line
between the battery device 100 and the AC/DC conversion device 810, so as to prevent the output of the AC/DC
conversion device 810 from receiving the power supplied by the battery unit 102. By this, it can avoid the AC/DC
conversion device 810 from being damaged by the power supplied by the battery unit 102.
[0073] When the AC power 900 is recovered, the storage battery unit 102 stops providing power to the load 300.
Alternatively, when the RSOC of the storage battery unit 102 is smaller than (or equal to) 3%, the processing unit 101
stops the storage battery unit 102 discharging. When the AC power 900 is recovered, the processing unit 101 controls
the voltage regulation device 830b to adjust AC power 900 to output DC power, and the voltage regulation device 830b
performs a constant voltage charge to the storage battery unit 102.
[0074] In some other embodiments, the voltage regulation device 830b can be positioned in the battery device 100,
but the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0075] In conclusion, the present invention mainly makes use of the phenomenon of voltage rise to adjust the charge
voltage for charging the storage battery. In this way, the battery can be effectively prevented from being overcharged,
and the effect of saving power can be achieved.
[0076] While the invention has been described above in terms of a preferred embodiment, it is not intended to limit
the scope of the invention, and it should be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. Instead, the scope of the invention should be determined by the scope of the appended
claims.
[0077] The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describing particular embodiments only and is not intended
to limit the invention. As used herein, the singular forms "a," "an," and "the" are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. Furthermore, to the extent that the terms "including," "includes,"
"having," "has," "with," or variants thereof are used in either the detailed description and/or the claims, such terms are
intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term "comprising. "

Claims

1. A battery device, comprising:

a storage battery unit;
a current sensing unit, coupled to the storage battery unit and a load for detecting a load current;
a temperature sensing unit, configured to measure a battery temperature of the storage battery unit;
a storage unit, configured to store a cycle number of the storage battery unit, a plurality of threshold intervals,
and a plurality of charging voltage values, wherein each of the plurality of threshold intervals respectively
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corresponds to each of the plurality of charging voltage values; and
a processing unit, coupled to the storage battery unit and the storage unit, and configured to receive the load
current and the battery temperature, wherein the processor is configured to perform a discharging record pro-
cedure, comprising:
obtaining a depth of discharge (DOD) for the storage battery unit based on the load current, the battery tem-
perature and the cycle number; and
whenever the processing unit obtains the load current, the battery temperature, and the DOD, the processing
unit stores the load current, the battery temperature, and the DOD in the storage unit;
wherein the processing unit is also configured to perform a charging procedure, comprising:
retrieving a maximum value of the plurality of DOD from the storage unit;
identifying one of the plurality of the threshold intervals that the maximum value falls within to be a working
threshold interval;
selecting the charging voltage value corresponding to the working threshold interval to be a main charging
value; and
using a DC voltage with the main charging value to perform a constant voltage charging for the storage battery
unit.

2. The battery device of claim 1, wherein the processing unit is coupled to a voltage regulation device and the processing
unit controls the voltage regulation device to provide the DC voltage for performing the constant voltage charging
for the storage battery unit.

3. The battery device of claim 2, wherein when the processing unit detects that a battery voltage of the storage battery
unit approaches the main charging value within an error range, the processing unit stops the charging procedure
and increases the cycle number in the storage unit.

4. The battery device of claim 3, wherein when the processing unit identifies that a relative state-of-charge of the
storage battery unit is greater than 3%, the processing unit performs the discharging record procedure.

5. The battery device of claim 3, wherein when the processing unit identifies that a relative state-of-charge of the
storage battery unit is smaller than (or equal to) 3%, the processing unit stops the discharging record procedure
and performs the charging procedure.

6. A control method for a storage battery unit, comprising:

detecting a load current;
detecting a battery temperature of the storage battery unit;
storing a cycle number of the storage battery unit, a plurality of threshold intervals, and a plurality of charging
voltage values, wherein each of the plurality of threshold intervals respectively corresponds to each of the
plurality of charging voltage values;
performing a discharging record procedure, comprising:

receiving the load current for storage in a storage unit;
receiving the battery temperature for storage in a storage unit;
whenever the load current and the battery temperature are obtained, the load current and the battery
temperature are stored in the storage unit to generate a plurality of load current and a plurality of battery
temperatures;
performing a charging procedure, comprising:

retrieving a maximum value of the plurality of load current from the storage unit;
retrieving a maximum value of the plurality of battery temperature from the storage unit;
computing a depth of discharge (DOD) for the storage battery unit based on the maximum value of the
plurality of load current, the maximum value of the plurality of battery temperature and the cycle number;
identifying one of the plurality of the threshold intervals that the DOD falls within to be a working threshold
interval;
selecting the charging voltage value corresponding to the working threshold interval to be a main
charging value; and
using a DC voltage with the main charging value to perform a constant voltage charging for the storage
battery unit.
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7. The control method of claim 6, wherein a battery voltage of the storage battery unit approaches the main charging
value within an error range, the charging procedure is stopped and the cycle number in the storage unit is increased.

8. The control method of claim 7, wherein when a relative state-of-charge of the storage battery unit is greater than
3%, the discharging record procedure is performed.

9. The control method of claim 7, wherein when a relative state-of-charge of the storage battery unit is smaller than
3%, the discharging record procedure is stopped and the charging procedure is performed.

10. The control method of any of claims 6 to 9, wherein the control method is performed by a battery device comprising
the storage battery unit.
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