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Description

Field of the Disclosure

[0001] The present invention relates to a refrigerator,
more particularly, to a refrigerator in which a preset con-
stant temperature is uniformly distributed.

Discussion of the Related Art

[0002] Generally, a refrigerator includes a mechanical
chamber that is provided in a lower portion of a cabinet.
Such a mechanical chamber is typically installed in the
lower portion for the center of the gravity, assembling
efficiency and vibration reduction in the refrigerator.
[0003] A freeze cycle mechanism is installed in the
mechanism chamber of the refrigerator. The freezer cy-
cle mechanism is configured to keep internal spaces of
the refrigerator in a freezing or refrigerating state so as
to preserve and store food fresh by using the character-
istic of refrigerant that absorbs external heat while getting
converted into a gaseous refrigerant from a low-pressure
liquid refrigerant.
[0004] The freezer cycle mechanism provided in the
refrigerator includes a compressor for converting a low-
temperature-low-pressure gaseous refrigerant into a
high-temperature-and-high-pressure gaseous refriger-
ant; a condenser for converting the high-temperature-
and-high-pressure gaseous refrigerant into a high-tem-
perature-and-high-pressure liquid refrigerant; and an
evaporator for absorbing external heat while converting
the low-temperature-and-high-pressure liquid refrigerant
heat-changed in the condenser into gaseous refrigerant.
[0005] A refrigerator that has been released recently
includes an ice-maker installed in a refrigerator door to
provide a user with ice conveniently. Such a refrigerator
may include two doors to define an auxiliary storage
space in the door arranged in an internal space.
[0006] However, such the conventional refrigerator
needs to have an improved cold air supply method so as
to supply cold air to the overall storage space efficiently
and uniformly. KR 2014/ 00 26 244 A refers to a refrig-
erator comprising a first cooling air duct and a second
cooling air duct for supplying cooling air to one among
spaces in the storage chamber formed by a plurality of
shelves; a first air volume adjusting device for controlling
the blowing air of the first cooling air duct; and a second
air volume adjusting device for controlling the blowing air
of the second cooling air duct.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0007] The invention is defined by the independent
claim. Dependent claims refer to preferred embodiments.
Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure pro-
vide a refrigerator in which a preset constant temperature
is uniformly distributed.
[0008] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-

sure also provide a refrigerator which is capable of supply
the cold air to diverse locations of storage compartments
from a multi-duct.
[0009] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure also provide a refrigerator which is capable of sup-
plying more cold air to a storage space that requires ad-
ditional chilling.
[0010] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure also provide a refrigerator which is capable of sup-
plying less cold air to a storage space that requires re-
duction of chilling.
[0011] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure also provide a refrigerator as defined in claim 1.
[0012] In case an ice-maker for providing a user with
ice is provided in the first door and the storage compart-
ment is a refrigerator compartment, less cold air is sup-
plied to the ice-maker to prevent a portion of the storage
compartment near the ice-maker from having a lower
temperature than a preset temperature for the storage
compartment.
[0013] A rear surface of the storage space may be
blocked by a cover in which a penetration hole is formed.
The storage space may be shut off to a preset degree
from the storage compartment and some air can flow
through the penetration hole. An upper end may be wider
than a lower end of the first duct.
[0014] A first outlet hole may be formed between the
first upper outlet hole and the first middle outlet hole in
the first duct. The first outlet hole may be arranged closer
to a left wall of the storage compartment than the first
upper outlet hole and the first middle outlet hole.
[0015] A first projected piece may be provided in one
end of the first outlet hole and guides the cold air ex-
hausted via the first outlet hole. The first duct may com-
prise a first guide groove for guiding air toward the first
outlet hole. Accordingly, a path for exhausting cold air
via the first outlet hole may be secured.
[0016] A second outlet hole may be formed between
the second upper outlet hole and the second middle outlet
hole in the second duct. The second outlet hole may be
arranged closer to a right wall of the storage compartment
than the second upper outlet hole and the second middle
outlet hole.
[0017] A second projected piece may be provided in
one end of the second outlet hole and guides the cold air
exhausted via the second outlet hole. The second duct
may comprise a second guide groove for guiding air to-
ward the second outlet hole. Accordingly, a path for ex-
hausting cold air via the second outlet hole may be se-
cured.
[0018] The width of the projection may get broader and
broader from a lower end toward an upper end. An upper
end of the projection is arranged in contact with the sec-
ond upper outlet hole. Accordingly, the velocity of the air
exhausted via the second upper outlet hole may be re-
duced.
[0019] The second duct may comprise a guide portion
for guiding cold air toward the second lower outlet hole.
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The guide portion may comprise an upper surface and a
lower surface, and a distance between the upper surface
and the lower surface may get smaller as getting closer
to the second lower outlet hole. Accordingly, the air flow
may be guided.
[0020] An extension that may be extended backward
from one end of the second lower outlet hole is formed
in one end of the guide portion, and one end of the ex-
tension may be rounded. Accordingly, the velocity of the
air exhausted via the second lower outlet hole may be
prevented from decreasing because of air resistance.
[0021] The extension may be arranged closer to a right
wall of the storage compartment than the other end of
the guide portion.
[0022] A distance between the upper surface and the
lower surface in the other end of the guide portion to may
be farther than a distance between them in a longitudinal
direction of the second lower outlet hole. The other end
of the guide portion may be extended closer to a center
of the multi-duct than the second lower outlet hole. Ac-
cordingly, a path for guiding the internal air of the second
duct toward the guide portion may be secured.
[0023] An upper surface of the guide portion may be
adjacent to an upper portion of the second lower outlet
hole and stepped downward. Accordingly, the air sucked
into the guide portion may not flow upward over the sec-
ond lower outlet hole.
[0024] The guide portion may get thicker in a back-
and-forth direction as getting closer to a right wall of the
storage compartment. The surface of the multi-duct ex-
posed to the storage compartment may be inclined down-
ward from a center to right and left sides.
[0025] The refrigerator may further comprise a fan pro-
vided in a lower portion of the multi-duct. The fan may
blow air upward to upper portions of the first and second
ducts.
[0026] According to the embodiments of the present
disclosure, even when the auxiliary storage space having
the ice-maker and the cover is provided in the door, the
uniformly constant temperature may be distributed in the
refrigerator. Accordingly, the possibility of food spoilage
may be varied according to the locations in which the
user stores foods and the storage period of the foods can
be maintained without drastic change.
[0027] Furthermore, a relatively less amount of cold air
is supplied toward the ice-maker and too much chilling
for the portion near the ice-maker may be prevented.
[0028] Still further, cold air may be supplied to the por-
tion of the door in which the storage space is provided
may be supplied at a high velocity. Accordingly, a differ-
ence between the temperature of the storage space and
the temperatures of the other locations in the storage
compartment may be reduced.
[0029] Still further, the plurality of the outlet holes may
be provided in the multi-duct and the temperature inside
the space closed by the storage compartment and the
door may be uniformly distributed.
[0030] Additional advantages, objects, and features of

the invention will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and in part will become apparent to those
having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the
following or may be learned from practice of the invention.
The objectives and other advantages of the invention
may be realized and attained by the structure particularly
pointed out in the written description and claims hereof
as well as the appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0031] The present invention will become more fully
understood from the detailed description given herein be-
low and the accompanying drawings, which are given by
illustration only, and thus are not limitative of the present
invention, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front view of a refrigerator in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a diagram schematically illustrating a multi-
duct provided in the refrigerator;
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a front surface of the
multi-duct in accordance with one embodiment;
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a rear surface of the
multi-duct in accordance with one embodiment;
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a second lower outlet
hole;
FIGS. 6 and 7 are diagrams illustrating a second
outlet hole;
FIGS. 8 and 9 are diagrams illustrating a first outlet
hole;
FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a first upper outlet
hole;
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating temperature distri-
bution in accordance of prior art; and
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating temperature distri-
bution in accordance with the present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS

[0032] Generally, a food storage space is defined in a
conventional refrigerator by a cabinet and a door that are
filled with insulating material and the food storage space
is capable of shutting off the heat penetrating from the
outside. The refrigerator includes an freeze mechanism
that consists of an evaporator absorbing internal heat of
the food storage space; and a heat radiation device ex-
hausting the heat collected from the food storage space
outside, so as to keep the food storage space at a preset
temperature which makes it difficult for micro-organisms
to live or proliferate in the food storage space and per-
verse food stuffs for a relatively long time without spoiling.
[0033] Such the refrigerator includes one or more re-
frigerator compartments for storing food stuffs at temper-
atures above freezing; and one or more freezer compart-
ments for storing food stuffs at temperatures below zero
that is a freezing point. Based on the arrangement of the
freezer and refrigerator compartments, the refrigerator
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may be classified into a top freezer type refrigerator hav-
ing an top freezer compartment and a bottom refrigerator
compartment; a bottom freezer type refrigerator having
a bottom freezer compartment and a top refrigerator com-
partment; and a side-by-side type refrigerator having a
left freezer compartment and a right refrigerator compart-
ment.
[0034] A plurality of storage racks or drawers may be
provided in the food storage space to allow a user to put
or take out food stuffs in or from the food storage space.
[0035] Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the
present disclosure that can embody the objects or pur-
poses of the present disclosure will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0036] Regardless of numeral references, the same or
equivalent components may be provided with the same
reference numbers and description thereof will not be
repeated. For the sake of brief description with reference
to the drawings, the sizes and profiles of the elements
illustrated in the accompanying drawings may be exag-
gerated or reduced and it should be understood that the
embodiments presented herein are not limited by the ac-
companying drawings.
[0037] FIG. 1 is a front view of a refrigerator in accord-
ance with one embodiment of the present invention.
[0038] Referring to FIG. 1, the refrigerator in accord-
ance with one embodiment includes a cabinet 1.
[0039] The cabinet 1 includes a storage compartment
2 for storing food stuffs. The storage compartment 2 has
a left wall 3 and a right wall 5 as well as a top and a
bottom, so as to define a predetermined space separated
from the outside.
[0040] A plurality of racks 10 may be arranged in the
storage compartment 2 for diverse food stuffs with vari-
ous heights to be stored therein. In this instance, the
racks 10 may be extended enough to connect the left
wall 3 and the right wall 5 with each other.
[0041] The storage compartment 2 has the left wall 3
and the right wall 5, so that the user can store or keep
food in the space defined by the left and right walls 3 and
5.
[0042] The storage compartment 2 includes a drawer
20 to keep the food stuffs in the internal space of the
storage compartment 2 airtight. A plurality of drawers 20
may be provided and various kinds of foods are catego-
rized to be stored in the drawers, respectively.
[0043] The drawer 20 may be retractable or movable
forward or backward, so that the user can move the draw-
er 20 after putting or taking some food stuffs in or out of
the drawer 20.
[0044] A first door 30 is provided in a predetermined
side of the storage compartment 2 and rotary to open
and close the storage compartment 2. The first door 30
may be rotatably coupled to one side of the cabinet 1 to
open and close the storage compartment 2 or a left por-
tion of the storage compartment 2.
[0045] An ice-maker 35 is provided in the first door 30
to provide a user with ice. The user operates the ice-

maker 35 and discharge ice from the ice-maker 35 even
in a state where the first door 30 has closed the storage
compartment 2.
[0046] The storage compartment 2 is a refrigerator
compartment for storing foods at temperatures above ze-
ro. In this instance, the ice-maker 35 may be kept at pre-
set temperatures below zero to provide the user with ice.
The storage compartment 2 may include an auxiliary duct
for supply the cold air with a temperature below zero to
the ice-maker 35 so that the temperature of the ice-maker
35 can fall down to a lower temperature than the storage
compartment 2.
[0047] The ice-maker 35 has a communication open-
ing provided in a front surface of the first door 30 and the
user may be provided with the ice through the commu-
nication opening.
[0048] A rack 32 for storing foods may be provided in
the first door 30 to allow the user to put food stuffs. At
this time, the rack 32 has a predeterminedly high wall
formed in a rear side to prevent the food stuffs from falling
therefrom.
[0049] An inner door 40 is provided in the other end of
the storage compartment 2 and rotary to open and close
the other portion of the storage compartment 2. An outer
door 50 is provided in a front surface of the inner door
40 to open and close an opening formed in the inner door
40.
[0050] The inner door 40 and the outer door 50 may
be rotatably coupled to the cabinet 1 in an independent
way. The user is able to open and close the other portion
of the storage compartment 2 by rotating the inner and
outer doors 40 and 50 together. The user is also able to
open and close a front surface of the inner door 40 by
rotating the outer door 50 in a state of closing the other
portion of the storage compartment 2. A handle may be
provided in a front side of the outer door 50 and the user
can rotate the outer door 50, with grabbing the handle.
[0051] The inner door 40 includes a predetermined
storage space 42 in which food stuffs are stored. The
storage space 42 is another space that is separated from
the outer door 50 and not installed in the outer door 50.
An opening is provided in the storage space 42 and open
and closed by the outer door 50. The user may have
access to the storage space 42 via the opening and then
use the storage space 42.
[0052] A plurality of racks may be provided in the stor-
age space 42 so that the user can store diverse food
stuffs with different heights in the storage space 42.
[0053] A cover 46 may be provided in a rear surface
of the storage space 42 so as to partially close the storage
space 42 from the storage compartment 2. A plurality of
penetrating holes 48 may be provided in the cover 46 to
allow cold air sucked into the storage space 42 from the
storage compartment 2. Air is able to flow from the stor-
age compartment 2 to the storage space 42 and vice
versa.
[0054] A multi-duct 90 is provided in the rear surface
of the storage compartment 2 to supply cold air to the
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storage compartment 2. The multi-duct 90 has a plurality
of outlet holes for supplying cold air to the storage com-
partment 2 and the cold air can be supplied to diverse
locations in the storage compartment 2 via the outlet
holes.
[0055] The multi-duct 90 includes a first upper outlet
hole 170, a first middle outlet hole 140 and a first lower
outlet hole 110 for exhausting cold air toward the first
door 30; and a second upper outlet hole 270, a second
middle outlet hole 240 and a second lower outlet hole
210 for exhausting cold air toward the inner door 40.
[0056] The multi-duct 90 also includes a first outlet hole
190 formed between the first upper outlet hole 170 ad
the first middle outlet hole 140; and a second outlet hole
290 formed between the second upper outlet hole 270
and the second middle outlet hole 240.
[0057] The first outlet hole 190 may be arranged closer
to the left wall 3 of the storage compartment 2 than the
first upper outlet hole 170 and the first middle outlet hole
140. Accordingly, the first outlet hole 190 is different from
the first upper and middle outlet holes 170 and 140 in
height and right-and-left position so as to supply cold air
to toe diverse locations in the storage compartment 2.
[0058] The second outlet hole 290 may be arranged
closer to the right wall 5 of the storage compartment 2
than the second upper outlet hole 270 and the second
middle outlet hole 240. Accordingly, the second outlet
hole 290 is different from the second upper outlet hole
270 and the second middle outlet hole 240 in height and
right-and-left location so as to cold air to the diverse lo-
cations in the storage compartment 2.
[0059] The first upper outlet hole 170 and the first mid-
dle outlet hole 140 may be arranged side by side with
respect to the racks 10. The first middle outlet hole 140
and the first lower outlet hole 110 may be arranged side
by side with respect to the racks 10, with different heights.
Accordingly, the first upper outlet hole 170 is able to chill
an upper space of one uppermost rack 10 and the first
middle outlet hole 140 is able to chill a certain space
between two racks 10. The first lower outlet hole 110 is
able to chill a lower space of one lowermost rack 10.
[0060] The second upper outlet hole 270 and the sec-
ond middle outlet hole 240 are arranged side by side with
respect to the racks 10. The second middle outlet hole
240 and the second lower outlet hole 210 are arranged
side by side with respect to the racks 10, with different
heights. Accordingly, the second upper outlet hole 270
is able to chill an upper space of the uppermost rack 10
and the second middle outlet hole 240 is able to chill a
space between two racks 10. The second lower outlet
hole 210 is able to chill a lower space of the lowermost
rack 10.
[0061] The storage compartment 2 forms one chamber
but it is likely to have high resistance against air flow
because of the racks 10, the drawers 20 and the foods
stored in corresponding sections.
[0062] FIG. 2 is a diagram schematically illustrating the
multi-duct.

[0063] With reference to FIG. 2, the multi-duct 90 may
include a multi-duct cover 92 exposed to the storage com-
partment 2; and an heat-insulation material 96 for cov-
ering a rear side of the multi-duct cover 92.
[0064] The multi-duct 90 is configured to supply the
cold air passing the space formed between the multi-duct
cover 92 and the heat-insulation material 96 to the stor-
age compartment 2.
[0065] A fan 300 may be provided in a lower portion of
the multi-duct 90. When the fan 300 is rotated, upward
air flow may be generated. Once the fan 300 is put into
operation, the internal air of the multi-duct 90 can be ex-
hausted to the storage compartment 2 via the outlet
holes. The fan 300 may be Sirocco fan.
[0066] FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a front surface
of the multi-duct in accordance with one embodiment and
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a rear surface of the multi-
duct in accordance with one embodiment. In other words,
FIGS. 3 and 4 are diagrams illustrating the front surface
and the rear surface of the multi-duct 92.
[0067] When the fan 300 is rotated, the air chilled by
heat-exchange with the evaporator is sucked into the
multi-duct 90 and flows into the storage compartment 2.
[0068] As shown in FIG. 3, the first duct 100 is provided
in a left side and the second duct 200 is provided in a
right side. The cold air exhausted from the first duct 100
flows toward the first door 30 and the cold air exhausted
from the second duct 200 flows toward the inner door 40.
[0069] FIG. 4 illustrates the other opposite side of the
side shown in FIG. 3. Accordingly, the first duct 100 and
the second duct 200 shown in FIG. 4 are located in the
opposite areas of the areas shown in FIG. 3.
[0070] Once the fan 300 is driven in the multi-duct 90,
air starts to flow upward and is guided to each of the
outlet holes. Lower portions of the first and second ducts
100 and 200 of the multi-duct 90 are used as inlets of the
air flowing to the multi-duct 90.
[0071] As mentioned above, the ice-maker 35 of which
the temperature is kept lower than the temperature of the
refrigerator may be provided in the first door 30. In this
instance, the temperature of the portion near the first door
30 might happen to become lower because of cold air
leakage from the ice-maker 35, heat radiation, conduc-
tion or convection.
[0072] Accordingly, the inlet for sucking cold air to the
first duct 100 is formed smaller than the inlet for sucking
cold air to the second duct 200, so as to supply more
cold air to the second duct 200 than the first duct 100. In
other words, the width (W1) of the inlet formed in the first
duct 100 is smaller than the width (W2) of the inlet formed
in the second duct 200 so as to supply more cold air to
the second duct 200 from the multi-duct 100. Approxi-
mately, the ratio of the air supplied to the first duct 100
to the second duct 200 is 4:6.
[0073] The amount of the cold air supplied to the left
side of the storage compartment 2 is different from that
of the cold air supplied to the right side, only to make the
temperatures inside the storage compartment 2 uniform-
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ly distributed.
[0074] The cold air chilled while the fan 300 is being
rotated in a clockwise direction may flow to upper portions
of the first and second ducts 100 and 200.
[0075] The upper width is broader than the lower width
of the first duct 100, so that air resistance can be reduced
in the first duct 100. Specifically, the space of the duct
where air flows becomes broader than the inlet of the
first duct 100 and air can flow smoothly in the duct, even
though the inlet amount of air is reduced.
[0076] The surface of the multi-duct which is exposed
to the storage compartment 2 may become inclined
downward from the center as coming right and left sides.
In other words, the multi-duct cover 92 bulges toward the
center only to have an overall three-dimensional shape.
[0077] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a second lower
outlet hole.
[0078] Specifically, FIGS. 5a and 5b are diagrams of
the second lower outlet hole, viewed in different direc-
tions. FIG. 5c is a sectional diagram of the portion where
the second lower outlet hole is formed.
[0079] The second duct 200 includes a guide portion
220 for guiding cold air toward the second lower outlet
hole 210. The guide portion 220 includes an upper sur-
face 222 and a lower surface 224. The gap between the
upper surface 222 and the lower surface 224 may be-
come narrower toward the second lower outlet hole 210.
[0080] The guide portion 220 may guide the air flow so
as to increase the velocity of air flow when the air supplied
to the second duct 200 is supplied to the second lower
outlet hole 210.
[0081] One end of the guide portion 220 has an exten-
sion 226 is extended backward from one end of the sec-
ond lower outlet hole 210 and one end of the extension
226 may be rounded. Accordingly, the air flowing along
the guide portion 220 may hit the extension 226 and get
exhausted via the second lower outlet hole 210. At this
time, the extension 226 has a curved surface to reduce
the resistance of the air exhausted via the second lower
outlet hole 210.
[0082] The extension 226 is arranged closer to the right
wall 5 of the storage compartment 2 than the other end
of the guide portion 220. Accordingly, even the air that
flows rightward from the second duct 200 may be guided
by the extension 226 to be exhausted to the storage com-
partment 2.
[0083] The distance between the upper surface 222
and the lower surface 224 in the other end of the guide
portion 220 may be larger than the distance between
them in a longitudinal direction of the second lower outlet
hole 210. The upper surface 222 may be horizontally
extended to become parallel with an upper end of the
second lower outlet hole 210 and the lower surface 224
may be inclinedly extended to become far from the upper
surface 222, only to form a triangle shape.
[0084] In other words, a cross section area of the inlet
for sucking air into the guide portion 220 may be broader
than a cross section area of the air that flows to the other

end of the guide portion, so as to increase the velocity
of the air exhausted via the second lower outlet hole 210.
[0085] The other end of the guide portion 220 may be
extended to become closer to the center of the multi-duct
90 than the second lower outlet hole 210. The air that
flows in the second duct 200 may be exhausted via the
second lower outlet hole 210 along the guide of the guide
portion 220.
[0086] The upper surface 22 of the guide portion 220
may be adjacent to a top of the second lower outlet hole
210 and stepped downward. As air rises in the second
duct 200, the air moving upward collides with the upper
surface 222 and then become exhausted via the second
lower outlet hole 210.
[0087] The guide portion 220 becomes thicker in a
back-and-forth direction, as getting closer to the right wall
5 of the storage compartment 2. As the multi-duct cover
92 has a convex center, the back-and-forth direction
thickness of the guide portion 220 has to be secured so
as to reduce the resistance of the air exhausted via the
second lower outlet hole 210.
[0088] FIGS. 6 and 7 are diagrams illustrating the sec-
ond outlet hole.
[0089] The second outlet hole 290 provided in the sec-
ond duct 200 may be configured to exhaust cold air to-
ward the second storage compartment 2. The location
of the second outlet hole 290 is different from locations
of the other outlet holes provided in the second duct 200,
so as to supply cold air to diverse locations inside the
storage compartment 2.
[0090] The second duct 200 may further include a sec-
ond guide groove 292 for guiding air toward the second
outlet hole 290.
[0091] A second projected piece 294 is provided in one
end of the second outlet hole 290 to guide the exhaustion
of the cold air via the second outlet hole 290.
[0092] After branched by the second guide groove 292
or changed in the flow direction by the second projected
piece 294, the air that flows inside the second duct 200
may be exhausted via the second outlet hole 290.
[0093] The second outlet hole 290 may be located
much one-sided, compared with the other outlet holes
formed in the second duct 200, so that the second guide
groove 292 and the second projected piece 294 may be
provided to move the air toward the second outlet hole
290.
[0094] The second guide groove 292 is recessed in a
back-and-forth direction, compared the neighboring ar-
ea. Accordingly, the top and bottom of the second guide
groove 292 may be closed. In other words, the cold air
in the second guide groove 292 can move only in the left
direction when the fan 300 is put into operation.
[0095] The second projected piece 294 may be pro-
vided in the end of the second outlet hole 290 so as to
help the cold air to be exhausted via the second outlet
hole 290 without passing by the second outlet hole 290.
[0096] FIGS. 8 and 9 are diagrams illustrating the first
outlet hole.

9 10 



EP 3 217 126 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0097] With reference to FIGS. 8 and 9, the first outlet
hole 190 provided in the first duct 100 may be configured
to exhaust cold air toward the storage compartment 2.
The first outlet hole 190 is different from the other outlet
holes formed in the first duct 100 in height, so that the
cold air can be supplied to diverse locations inside the
storage compartment 2.
[0098] The first duct 100 may include a first guide
groove 192 for guiding air toward the first outlet hole 190.
[0099] A first projected piece 194 is provided in one
end of the first outlet hole 190 to guide the exhaustion of
the cold air via the first outlet hole 190.
[0100] After branched by the first guide groove 192 or
changed in the flow direction by the first projected piece
194, the air that flows inside the first duct 100 may be
exhausted via the first outlet hole 190.
[0101] The first outlet hole 190 may be located much
one-sided, compared with the other outlet holes formed
in the first duct 100, so that the first guide groove 192
and the first projected piece 194 may be provided to move
the air toward the first outlet hole 190.
[0102] The first guide groove 192 is recessed in a back-
and-forth direction, compared the neighboring area. Ac-
cordingly, the top and bottom of the first guide groove
192 may be closed. In other words, the cold air in the first
guide groove 192 can move only in the right direction
when the fan 300 is put into operation.
[0103] The first projected piece 194 may be provided
in the end of the first outlet hole 190 so as to help the
cold air to be exhausted via the first outlet hole 190 with-
out passing by the first outlet hole 190.
[0104] FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating the first upper
outlet hole.
[0105] With reference to FIG. 10, a projection 174 is
provided in the first duct 100 to reduce the amount of the
cold air exhausted via the first upper outlet hole 170.
[0106] The projection 174 reduces the amount of the
exhausted cold air by partially block the path of the air
exhausted via the first upper outlet hole 170.
[0107] When the ice-maker 35 is provided in the first
door 30, the temperature of the ice-maker 35 is lower
than that of the refrigerator compartment and it is then
less necessary to chill the portion near the first door 30.
[0108] If the same amount of cold air is supplied via
the first upper outlet hole 170 as the amount of cold air
supplied via the other outlet holes in case the ice-maker
35 is arranged in an upper portion of the first door 30,
the portion where the ice-maker 35 is likely to chilled at
a lower temperature than the temperature at which the
other portions are chilled. In this instance, the foods put
in the locations corresponding to the too much chilled
portion might become chilled too much. To prevent that,
the illustrated embodiment shows that the amount of the
cold air supplied via the first upper outlet hole 170 is re-
duced.
[0109] The projection 174 has the width which gets
broader and broader as coming from a lower end to an
upper end. The upper end of the projection 174 is smaller

than the width of the first upper outlet hole 170, so that
the first upper outlet hole 170 cannot be completely
closed by the projection 174.
[0110] The upper end of the projection 174 arranged
in contact with the first upper outlet hole 170. If rising
higher than the projection 174, the internal air of the first
duct 100 may pass the first upper outlet hole 170 and be
supplied to the storage compartment 2.
[0111] FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating temperature dis-
tribution in accordance of prior art and FIG. 12 is a dia-
gram illustrating temperature distribution in accordance
with the present disclosure.
[0112] The prior art, in other words, a multi-duct only
including a first upper outlet hole, a middle outlet hole, a
first lower outlet hole, a second upper outlet hole, a sec-
ond middle outlet hole and a second lower outlet hole
has the temperature distribution shown in FIG. 11.
[0113] The conventional multi-duct fails to have the
characteristics of the illustrated embodiment mentioned
above. In state where the inner door 40 includes the stor-
age space, the lower end of the inner door 40 happens
to have a temperature of 5.2 °C. Accordingly, the foods
stored in the lower end portion of the inner door 40 could
be exposed to a higher temperature than the foods stored
in the other portions and have a relatively short storage
period.
[0114] However, in a state where the inner door 40
includes the storage space, the lower end of the inner
door 40 happens to have a lowered temperature of 3.2°C.
it is checked that the temperature of 3.2°C is as low as
the temperature of the other portions in the storage com-
partment 2.
[0115] In the illustrated embodiments of the present
disclosure, the velocity of the air supplied to the lower
end of the inner door 40 is raised so that sufficient cold
air can be supplied to the lower end of the inner door 40
to chill the storage space provided in the lower end of
the inner door 40.
[0116] Moreover, in a state where the ice-maker 35 is
provided in the first door 30, the amount of the cold air
supplied to the ice-maker is reduced and the amount of
the cold air supplied to the inner door 40 is increased, so
as to lower the temperature of the storage space ar-
ranged in the inner door 40 sufficiently.
[0117] Also, the plurality of the outlet holes may be
provided in the illustrated embodiments of the present
disclosure and the uniformly constant temperature can
be distributed in the storage compartment.
[0118] Meanwhile, a filter module is installed in the mul-
ti-duct in the present disclosure to purify the internal air
of the storage compartment. In this instance, the filter
module may be provided in an upper portion of the multi-
duct cover and in a center of the first upper outlet hole
and the second upper outlet hole.
[0119] The filter module may include a filter box. The
filter box may include some bacteriostatic filters, antial-
lergenic filters and deodorizing filters.
[0120] The antiallergenic filter may include one or more
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of a group configured of charcoal, silver (Au), allercatcher
fiber, Co-Phthalocyanine and Fe- Phthalocyanine. Char-
coal may be Au-supported T-SCOB, T-E for selectively
absorbing Ethylene and T-TS adhesive charcoal for se-
lectively absorbing aldehyde that is usually generated in
Doenjang (Korean fermented soybean paste) or ferment-
ed foods. Such the antiallergenic filter has a function of
removing allergy-inducing factors from the storage com-
partment.
[0121] The deodorizing filter may remove a bad smell
from the storage compartment.
[0122] The switchover member 520 switches the dis-
placement of the moving member 510 into the displace-
ment of the hooking member 521. Together with that, it
is possible to flexibly deal with the user’s abnormal open-
ing order of the first and second doors 300 and 400.
[0123] Various variations and modifications are possi-
ble in the component parts and/or arrangements of the
subject combination arrangement within the scope of the
appended claims. In addition to variations and modifica-
tions in the component parts and/or arrangements, alter-
native uses will also be apparent to those skilled in the art.

Claims

1. A refrigerator comprising:

a cabinet (1) comprising a storage compartment
(2) provided therein, wherein the storage com-
partment (2) is a refrigerator compartment;
a first door (30) opening and closing a predeter-
mined side of the storage compartment (2);
an inner door (40) opening and closing the other
side of the storage compartment (2) and com-
prising a storage space (42) for storing foods;
a multi-duct (90) provided in an inner wall of the
storage compartment (2) and comprising: a first
duct (100) comprising a first upper outlet hole
(170), a first middle outlet hole (140) and a first
lower outlet hole (110) for exhausting cold air
toward the first door (30) of the storage compart-
ment (2); and a second duct (200) comprising a
second upper outlet hole (270), a second middle
outlet hole (240) and a second lower outlet hole
(210) for exhausting cold air toward the inner
door (40) of the storage compartment (2),
wherein an inlet for sucking cold air to the first
duct (100) is smaller than an inlet for sucking
cold air to the second duct (200),
characterized by
an ice-maker provided in the first door;
an outer door (50) opening and closing an open-
ing that is provided in the inner door (40)
wherein the first duct (100) comprises a projec-
tion (174) for reducing the amount of the cold air
exhausted via the first upper outlet hole (170).

2. The refrigerator claimed in claim 1, wherein a rear
surface of the storage space (42) is blocked by a
cover (46) in which a penetration hole is formed.

3. The refrigerator claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein an
upper end is wider than a lower end of the first duct
(100).

4. The refrigerator claimed in any one of claims 1
through 3, wherein a first outlet hole (190) is formed
between the first upper outlet hole (170) and the first
middle outlet hole (140) in the first duct (100).

5. The refrigerator of claim 4, wherein the first outlet
hole (190) is arranged closer to a left wall of the stor-
age compartment (2) than the first upper outlet hole
(170) and the first middle outlet hole (140).

6. The refrigerator claimed in claim 4 or 5, wherein the
first duct (100) comprises a first guide groove (192)
for guiding air toward the first outlet hole (190).

7. The refrigerator claimed in any one of claims 1
through 6,
wherein a second outlet hole (290) is formed be-
tween the second upper outlet hole (270) and the
second middle outlet hole (240) in the second duct
(200),
wherein preferably the second outlet hole (290) is
arranged closer to a right wall of the storage com-
partment (2) than the second upper outlet hole (270)
and the second middle outlet hole (240).

8. The refrigerator claimed in claim 7, wherein the sec-
ond duct (200) comprises a second guide groove
(292) for guiding air toward the second outlet hole
(290).

9. The refrigerator claimed in claim 1, wherein the width
of the projection (174) gets broader from a lower end
toward an upper end.

10. The refrigerator claimed in any one of claims 1
through 9, wherein the second duct (200) comprises
a guide portion (220) for guiding cold air toward the
second lower outlet hole (210), and
the guide portion (220) comprises an upper surface
(222) and a lower surface (224), and
a gap between the upper surface (222) and the lower
surface (224) becomes narrower toward the second
lower outlet hole (210).

11. The refrigerator claimed in claim 10, wherein an ex-
tension (226) that is extended backward from one
end of the second lower outlet hole (210) is formed
in one end of the guide portion (220), and
one end of the extension (226) is rounded.
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12. The refrigerator claimed in claim 11, wherein a dis-
tance between the upper surface (222) and the lower
surface (224) in the other end of the guide portion
(220) is farther than a distance between them in a
longitudinal direction of the second lower outlet hole
(210).

13. The refrigerator claimed in any one of claims 10
through 12, wherein the other end of the guide por-
tion (220) is extended closer to a center of the multi-
duct (90) than the second lower outlet hole (210).

14. The refrigerator claimed in any one of claims 10
through 13, wherein an upper surface (222) of the
guide portion (220) is adjacent to an upper portion
of the second lower outlet hole (210) and stepped
downward.

Patentansprüche

1. Kühlschrank, der aufweist:

einen Schrank (1), der ein darin bereitgestelltes
Lagerfach (2) aufweist, wobei das Lagerfach (2)
ein Kühlfach ist;
eine erste Tür (30), die eine vorgegebene Seite
des Lagerfachs (2) öffnet und schließt;
eine Innentür (40), welche die andere Seite des
Lagerfachs (2) öffnet und schließt und einen La-
gerraum (42) zum Lagern von Lebensmitteln
aufweist;
einen Mehrfachkanal (90), der in einer Innen-
wand des Lagerfachs (2) bereitgestellt ist und
aufweist: einen ersten Kanal (100), der ein ers-
tes oberes Auslassloch (170), ein erstes mittle-
res Auslassloch (140) und ein erstes unteres
Auslassloch (110) zum Ausströmen von Kaltluft
in Richtung der ersten Tür (30) des Lagerfachs
(2) aufweist; und einen zweiten Kanal (200), der
ein zweites oberes Auslassloch (270), ein zwei-
tes mittleres Auslassloch (240) und ein zweites
unteres Auslassloch (210) zum Ausströmen von
Kaltluft in Richtung der Innentür (40) des Lager-
fachs (2) aufweist,
wobei ein Einlass zum Einsaugen von Kaltluft
zu dem ersten Kanal (100) kleiner als ein Einlass
zum Einsaugen von Kaltluft zu dem zweiten Ka-
nal (200) ist,
gekennzeichnet durch:

einen in der ersten Tür bereitgestellten Eis-
bereiter;
eine Außentür (50), die eine in der Innentür
(40) bereitgestellte Öffnung öffnet und
schließt,
wobei der erste Kanal (100) einen Vor-
sprung (174) aufweist, um die Menge der

Kaltluft, die über das erste obere Auslass-
loch (170) ausströmt, zu verringern.

2. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1, wobei eine hintere
Oberfläche des Lagerraums (42) von einer Abde-
ckung (46) versperrt wird, in der ein Durchgangsloch
ausgebildet ist.

3. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei ein obe-
res Ende breiter als ein unteres Ende des ersten
Kanals (100) ist.

4. Kühlschrank nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wo-
bei ein erstes Auslassloch (190) zwischen dem ers-
ten oberen Auslassloch (170) und dem ersten mitt-
leren Auslassloch (140) in dem ersten Kanal (100)
ausgebildet ist.

5. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 4, wobei das erste Aus-
lassloch (190) näher an einer linken Wand des La-
gerfachs (2) als das erste obere Auslassloch (170)
und das erste mittlere Auslassloch (140) angeordnet
ist.

6. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei der ers-
te Kanal (100) eine erste Führungsnut (192) zum
Leiten von Luft in Richtung des ersten Auslasslochs
(190) aufweist.

7. Kühlschrank nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6,
wobei ein zweites Auslassloch (290) zwischen dem
zweiten oberen Auslassloch (270) und dem zweiten
mittleren Auslassloch (240) in dem zweiten Kanal
(200) ausgebildet ist,
wobei das zweite Auslassloch (290) bevorzugt näher
an einer rechten Wand des Lagerfachs (2) als das
zweite obere Auslassloch (270) und das zweite mitt-
lere Auslassloch (240) angeordnet ist.

8. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 7, wobei der zweite Ka-
nal (200) eine zweite Führungsnut (292) zum Leiten
von Luft in Richtung des zweiten Auslasslochs (290)
aufweist.

9. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Breite des
Vorsprungs (174) von einem unteren Ende in Rich-
tung eines oberen Endes breiter wird.

10. Kühlschrank nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9, wo-
bei der zweite Kanal (200) einen Führungsabschnitt
(220) zum Leiten von Kaltluft in Richtung des zweiten
unteren Auslasslochs (210) aufweist, und
der Führungsabschnitt (220) eine obere Oberfläche
(222) und eine untere Oberfläche (224) aufweist, und
eine Lücke zwischen der oberen Oberfläche (222)
und der unteren Oberfläche (224) in Richtung des
zweiten unteren Auslasslochs (210) schmaler wird.
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11. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 10, wobei eine Erwei-
terung (226), die von einem Ende des zweiten unte-
ren Auslasslochs (210) nach hinten erweitert ist, in
einem Ende des Führungsabschnitts (220) ausge-
bildet ist, und
wobei ein Ende der Erweiterung (226) abgerundet
ist.

12. Kühlschrank nach Anspruch 11, wobei ein Abstand
zwischen der oberen Oberfläche (222) und der un-
teren Oberfläche (224) in dem anderen Ende des
Führungsabschnitts (220) weiter als ein Abstand
zwischen ihnen in einer Längsrichtung des zweiten
unteren Auslasslochs (210) ist.

13. Kühlschrank nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 12,
wobei das andere Ende des Führungsabschnitts
(220) näher zu einer Mitte des Mehrfachkanals (90)
als das zweite untere Auslassloch (210) erweitert ist.

14. Kühlschrank nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 13,
wobei eine obere Oberfläche (222) des Führungs-
abschnitts (220) benachbart zu einem oberen Ab-
schnitt des zweiten unteren Auslasslochs (210) und
nach unten abgestuft ist.

Revendications

1. Réfrigérateur comprenant :

une armoire (1) comprenant un compartiment
de stockage (2) prévu à l’intérieur de celle-ci,
dans lequel le compartiment de stockage (2) est
un compartiment de réfrigérateur ;
une première porte (30) ouvrant et fermant un
côté prédéterminé du compartiment de stocka-
ge (2) ;
une porte intérieure (40) ouvrant et fermant
l’autre côté du compartiment de stockage (2) et
comprenant un espace de stockage (42) pour
stocker des aliments ;
un multi-conduit (90) prévu dans une paroi inté-
rieure du compartiment de stockage (2) et
comprenant : un premier conduit (100) compre-
nant un premier trou de sortie supérieur (170),
un premier trou de sortie de milieu (140) et un
premier trou de sortie inférieur (110) pour l’éva-
cuation d’air froid vers la première porte (30) du
compartiment de stockage (2) ; et un second
conduit (200) comprenant un second trou de
sortie supérieur (270), un second trou de sortie
de milieu (240) et un second trou de sortie infé-
rieur (210) pour l’évacuation d’air froid vers la
porte intérieure (40) du compartiment de stoc-
kage (2),
dans lequel une entrée d’aspiration d’air froid
vers le premier conduit (100) est plus petite

qu’une entrée d’aspiration d’air froid vers le se-
cond conduit (200),
caractérisé par
une machine à glaçons prévue dans la première
porte ;
une porte extérieure (50) ouvrant et fermant une
ouverture qui est prévue dans la porte intérieure
(40),
dans lequel le premier conduit (100) comprend
une saillie (174) pour réduire la quantité d’air
froid évacué via le premier trou de sortie supé-
rieur (170).

2. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
une surface arrière de l’espace de stockage (42) est
bloquée par un couvercle (46) dans lequel un trou
de pénétration est formé.

3. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans le-
quel une extrémité supérieure est plus large qu’une
extrémité inférieure du premier conduit (100).

4. Réfrigérateur selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 3, dans lequel un premier trou de sortie
(190) est formé entre le premier trou de sortie supé-
rieur (170) et le premier trou de sortie de milieu (140)
dans le premier conduit (100).

5. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 4, dans lequel
le premier trou de sortie (190) est agencé plus près
d’une paroi gauche du compartiment de stockage
(2) que le premier trou de sortie supérieur (170) et
le premier trou de sortie de milieu (140).

6. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 4 ou 5, dans le-
quel le premier conduit (100) comprend une premiè-
re rainure de guidage (192) pour guider l’air vers le
premier trou de sortie (190).

7. Réfrigérateur selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 6,
dans lequel un second trou de sortie (290) est formé
entre le second trou de sortie supérieur (270) et le
second trou de sortie de milieu (240) dans le second
conduit (200),
dans lequel de préférence le second trou de sortie
(290) est agencé plus près d’une paroi droite du com-
partiment de stockage (2) que le second trou de sor-
tie supérieur (270) et le second trou de sortie de mi-
lieu (240).

8. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 7, dans lequel
le second conduit (200) comprend une seconde rai-
nure de guidage (292) pour guider l’air vers le second
trou de sortie (290).

9. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la largeur de la saillie (174) augmente depuis une
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extrémité inférieure vers une extrémité supérieure.

10. Réfrigérateur selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 9, dans lequel le second conduit (200)
comprend une portion de guidage (220) pour guider
l’air froid vers le second trou de sortie inférieur (210),
et
la portion de guidage (220) comprend une surface
supérieure (222) et une surface inférieure (224), et
un espacement entre la surface supérieure (222) et
la surface inférieure (224) devient plus étroit vers le
second trou de sortie inférieur (210).

11. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 10, dans lequel
une extension (226) s’étendant vers l’arrière depuis
une extrémité du second trou de sortie inférieur (210)
est formée à une extrémité de la portion de guidage
(220), et
une extrémité de l’extension (226) est arrondie.

12. Réfrigérateur selon la revendication 11, dans lequel
une distance entre la surface supérieure (222) et la
surface inférieure (224) à l’autre extrémité de la por-
tion de guidage (220) est plus grande qu’une distan-
ce entre celles-ci dans une direction longitudinale du
second trou de sortie inférieur (210).

13. Réfrigérateur selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 10 à 12, dans lequel l’autre extrémité de la
portion de guidage (220) s’étend plus près d’un cen-
tre du multi-conduit (90) que le second trou de sortie
inférieur (210).

14. Réfrigérateur selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 10 à 13, dans lequel une surface supérieure
(222) de la portion de guidage (220) est adjacente
à une portion supérieure du second trou de sortie
inférieur (210) et étagée vers le bas.
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