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(54) Apparatus and methods for prolonging service life of sold-state memory device in a digital 
video recorder

(57) A method for prolonging the service life of a solid
state drive. The method includes providing for use with
a digital video recorder, a solid state drive (SSD) for time-
shifted viewing of media content, changing the SSD from
a first state to a second state based on a functional com-

mand from the user, and repeating changes between the
first state and the second state, an accumulation of which
over time results in a prolonged service life. A device
designed to prolong the service life of a solid state drive
is also provided.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The current disclosure relates to digital video
recorders, more particularly, to digital video recorders
designed to prolong service life of solid-state memory
devices, for use herewith.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A digital video recorder (DVR) is an electronic
device or application software that records video or other
media content in a digital format to a storage device for
playback to a user in a time-shifted manner. Such digital
video recorder may be embodied in a device (e.g. a set-
top box, or a set-back box) connected to a television set,
in circuitry built-in with a television set, or simply be a
software application being executed on a computer.
[0003] At present, a conventional DVR continually
records live broadcast or scheduled video programs to
its internal hard disk drive ("HDD"). The programs being
recorded typically correspond to the channels to which
the internal tuner or tuners of the DVR are tuned. This
constant recording operation to the HDD enables the us-
er to perform time-shifted viewing and other associated
time-shifting functions in connection with the recorded
media content. Furthermore, the time-shifted viewing
may be provided instantaneously to the user as the pro-
gram is broadcasted or otherwise transmitted to the DVR.
In particular, a user can perform the time-shifting func-
tions before the entire program has been recorded.
These time-shifting operations include: pause, resume,
and play back of video content at various search speeds
of backward play and forward play.
[0004] For a conventional DVR, the recording opera-
tion is performed regardless of whether the user is view-
ing any of the recorded or live-broadcast content. In fact,
most DVR set-tops remain in a standby mode and con-
tinue to record content even when the user selects the
power-off button. In particular, conventional DVR set-
tops implement the continuous recording operations in
circular recording buffers, also known as "circular buff-
ers", on a fixed-size portion of the HDD. When the fixed-
size portion gets full, the DVR continues recording by
"circling" back to an earlier recorded portion of the re-
cording buffer and overwrites the earlier recorded con-
tent, hence the term "circular buffer." Since the conven-
tional DVR records over the same physical storage me-
dium repeatedly over time, the storage medium may be
subject to wear.
[0005] A conventional DVR implemented with a HDD
can enjoy a relatively longer service life than a conven-
tional DVR implemented with, for instance, a solid state
drive (SSD). This is because the magnetic storage media
in HDD has a relatively longer service life in terms of write
cycles. For example, a typical SSD only has a service of
approximately 100,000 write cycles. For recording high-

definition programs on a 1-hour circular buffer, a SSD
will wear out in a little over one year. Although there are
SSD life-extending techniques such as "wear-leveling"
(techniques to spread the write operation over all of the
available SSD), the bottom line is that SSD still has a
limited life-span regardless of its capacity because data
is written to the entire SSD over time.
[0006] It should also be noted that if the SSD size is
increased to compensate for better wear-leveling, such
an increase can result in a cost increase that reduces
the main benefit of using a less expensive SDD over a
HDD for circular buffering.
[0007] Therefore, it is desirable to construct DVR with
the less expensive SSD as long as the problem of wear
is addressed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, there is provided a method for prolonging service
life of a solid state drive. The method includes, in the
embodiment, providing, for use with a digital video re-
corder, a solid state drive
[0009] (SSD) for time-shifted viewing of media content.
The method also permits, in the embodiment, changing
the SSD from a first state to a second state based on a
functional command from the user, and repeating chang-
es between the first state and the second state, an ac-
cumulation of which over time results in a prolonged serv-
ice life.
[0010] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a digital recording
device. The digital recording device includes a receiver
for receiving media contents, a solid state device (SSD)
in operational communication with the receiver and being
designed to operate between a first state and a second
state, and a storage controller for changing the SSD from
the first state to the second state based on a functional
command from the user, the result of which over time
prolongs a service life of the SSD.
[0011] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a digital recording
apparatus having a solid state device (SSD) configured
to buffer media content for a user, a controller, and a non-
transitory computer readable storage medium for storing
a computer-readable program thereon. When executed
by the controller, the program causes the digital recording
apparatus to prolong service life of the SSD. The program
includes instruction steps for controlling the SSD to per-
form a reading operation for providing time-shifted view-
ing of media content to the user, the SSD being in a first
state, changing the SSD from the a first state to a second
state based on a functional command from the user, and
repeating changes between the first state and the second
state, an accumulation of which over time results in a
prolonged service life.
[0012] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a solid state drive
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(SSD) for providing a time-shifted content output. The
SSD includes a detector configured to detect a signal in
connection with a functional command from a user, and
a controller configured to change the SSD from a first
non-recording state to a second recording state based
on the functional command from the user, and to change
the SSD from the second state back to the first state after
a predetermined duration. The controller repeats the
changes between the first state and the second state, an
accumulation of which over time results in the SSD hav-
ing a prolonged service life.
[0013] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a solid state drive
(SSD) for providing a time-shifted content output. The
SSD includes a detector configured to detect a signal in
connection with a functional command from a user, and
a controller configured to change the SSD from a first
recording state to a second non-recording state based
on the functional command from the user. The controller
repeats the changes between the first state and the sec-
ond state, an accumulation of which over time results in
the SSD having a prolonged service life.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 depicts a digital video recorder for prolonging
service life of a solid state drive, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 depicts a method for prolonging service life
of a solid state drive, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 3 depicts a method for prolonging service life
of a solid state drive, according to another embodi-
ment;
FIG. 4 depicts a method for prolonging service life
of a solid state drive, according to another embodi-
ment; and
FIG. 5 depicts a program recording timing diagram
according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] FIG. 1 depicts a digital video recorder (DVR)
100 having components designed to perform various
methods for prolonging the service life of a solid state
drive (SSD) 109, according to embodiments of the
present invention. As discussed below, with respect to
various embodiments of the present invention, the serv-
ice life of the SSD 109 can be prolonged by aligning the
service life of the SSD 109 with actual user viewing ex-
periences. The actual viewing experience of the user can
be detected or inferred from various user commands and
actions. The scope of the present invention should not
be limited to the specific user actions or commands dis-
cussed herein.
[0016] The DVR 100, as depicted, can include, in an
embodiment, a SSD 109, a storage controller 108, and

a receiver controller 102 for receiving digital media con-
tents from a plurality of media content sources 11. The
storage controller 108 can be designed to control the
SSD 109 to store digital media contents received by the
receiver controller 102 according to the methods in var-
ious embodiments of the present invention. In particular,
according to an embodiment, the storage controller 108
can change the SSD from a first state of operation to a
second state of operation based on a functional com-
mand from the user. Subsequently, according to an em-
bodiment, the storage controller 108 can change the SSD
from the second state of operation back to the first state
of operation based on another functional command from
the user, or after a predetermined duration. For example,
in a first state of operation, the SSD 109 can be controlled
to perform a recording operation in which received media
content is recorded on the SSD 109, while in a second
state of operation, the SSD 109 can be controlled to per-
form a non-recording operation in which received media
content is not recorded on the SSD 109. As will be dis-
cussed further below, the storage controller 108, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present inventions, can
change the SSD 109 from the first state to the second
state so as to stop the recording operation in circum-
stances determined, according to an embodiment, to per-
mit prolonging of the service life of the SSD 109.
[0017] Alternatively, in another example, the SSD 109
may perform a non-recording operation in a first state
and a recording operation in a second state, and the stor-
age controller 108 can change the SSD 109 from a non-
recording operational state to a recording operational
state. In this second example, the SSD 109 may remain
in the non-recording operational state so as to preserve
the service life of the SSD 109, until it is determined,
according to another embodiment, that a recording op-
erational state is required to satisfy a user command.
[0018] Over time, the changing of the SSD 109 be-
tween the first and second states of operation minimizes
the continuous recording, which continuous recording is
typically observed in a conventional DVR, and can pro-
long the service life of the SSD 109. In particular, accord-
ing to various embodiments of the present invention, the
finite number of write cycles of the SSD 109 is allocated
according to whether the circular buffering of media con-
tent actually benefits the viewing experience of the user.
Accordingly, in various embodiments, the SSD 109 can
be changed from a non-recording operational state to a
recording operational state when it can be determined
that the recording operation benefits the user experience,
and alternately, the SSD 109 can be changed to a non-
recording state when it can be determined that the re-
cording operation no longer benefits the user experience,
e.g. when the user has abandoned a time-shifted view-
ing.
[0019] The DVR 100 can further include, in one em-
bodiment, a user input controller 104 for receiving user
commands from a plurality of control devices 120. The
plurality of control devices 120, in an embodiment, may
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include a remote control device. The DVR 100 may fur-
ther include, in an embodiment, a display controller 106
for displaying content on a display device 130. The dis-
played content may include live-broadcast or transmitted
media content and a graphical user interface. When used
by the user in connection with the control device 120, the
display device 130 may provide information through the
graphical user interface to the user, while the control de-
vice 120 may receive commands from the user, and the
display controller 106 may provide display content to the
display device 130 according to the received commands.
[0020] According to another embodiment, the DVR
100 can further include a non-transitory computer read-
able storage medium for storing a computer-readable
program. The program can include a set of instruction
steps for execution by the controller 108, and execution
of the program by the controller 108 causes the DVR 100
to prolong the service life of the SSD 109. According to
an embodiment, the program includes controlling the
SSD to perform a reading operation for providing time-
shifted viewing of media content to user, the SSD being
in a first state, changing the SSD from the first state to a
second state based on a functional command from the
user, and repeating changes between the first state and
the second state, an accumulation of which over time
results in a prolonged service life.
[0021] Although the embodiments above describes
various controllers, it should be understood that the con-
trollers 102, 104, 106, and 108 can be implemented in
one general purpose microcontroller or processor, or a
number of microcontrollers or processors.

Align SSD Service Life with User Commands for 
Time-shifted Content

[0022] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the storage controller 108 can change the SSD
109 from a first state of operation to a second state of
operation and subsequently change the SSD 109 from
the second state back to the first state, so as to align the
service life of the SSD 109 closely with user commands
of time-shifting functions. Here, the SSD 109 can perform
non-recording operations in the first state and recording
operations in the second state.
[0023] FIG.2 depicts one method for prolonging the
service of a SSD 109 in a DVR 100 according to this
embodiment of the present invention. In this approach,
prior to step 202, the SSD 109 may be in a first state of
operation where it does not record received media con-
tents that is being output to display device 130. In step
202, the user input controller 104 receives a control signal
from control device 120 and detects that the user has
issued a functional command to be performed on the
media content received by receiver controller 102. For
example, the user may issue a functional command of a
pause in the display of contents on display device 130.
[0024] In response to the command, in step 204, the
storage controller 108 can change the SSD 109 to a sec-

ond state of operation where it can begin to record the
received media contents. Also in response to the com-
mand, the display controller 106 can control the display
device 130 to pause or freeze the media content dis-
played. The recording of the received media content in
the second state of the SSD allows the user to subse-
quently issue a functional command to resume viewing
of the recorded content and fast forward at various search
speeds to another point in time in the media content sub-
sequent to when the recording began. According to this
embodiment, user also can rewind to the point in time
when the recording began, thus saves the SSD 109 from
continuously recording before the user has requested a
function command to perform a time-shifting to the re-
ceived media content, thereby prolonging its service life.
[0025] Further according to this embodiment of the
present invention, in steps 206 and 208, the storage con-
troller 108 can change the SSD 109 from the second
state of operation back to the first state of operation,
which terminates the recording of media content, after a
predetermined duration has elapsed.
[0026] The predetermined duration, in one embodi-
ment, may be set according to a number of time periods.
As a first example, the predetermined duration may be
set to the duration of a television program, the content
of which is being viewed. A second example may be to
set to the duration of a typical television program (1-2
hours). In these two examples, by changing the SSD 109
from a recording state to a non-recording state at the end
of a television program, the DVR no longer continuously
records media content to the SSD 109. This approach
can prolong the service of the SSD 109 because these
settings do not assume that the user will continue to view
subsequent television programs, which may unneces-
sarily require the SSD 109 to operate in a recording state.
[0027] A third example may be a user-selected dura-
tion. This duration may be specified by the user as a
duration after the commencement of recording opera-
tions performed by the SSD 109, or it may be specified
by the user as a plurality of start and stop times, as shown
in FIG. 5. In this example, media content may be recorded
to the SSD 109 only during user specified times. In a
more specific example, the user may want to specify DVR
time-shift 8 hours a day because the user only watches
TV programs scheduled to occur in that time period. The
time periods do not have to be contiguous. For example,
the periods can be for 6am - 9am and 6pm - 11 pm, shown
as time-shift enabled durations 506 and 507 in FIG. 5.
Accordingly, the DVR 100 can output live TV to the dis-
play device 130 during time blocks 501, 503, and 505,
where the SSD remains in a non-recording state of op-
eration.
[0028] Also, during time blocks 502 and 504, the stor-
age controller 108 changes SSD 109 to record the media
content received by the receiver controller 102, such that
DVR 100 can provide time-shifted viewing of the record-
ed media content.
[0029] Over time, preventing the SSD 109 from having
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media content recorded over and over prolongs its serv-
ice life. In other words, although SSD 109 can perform
recording operations continuously, much like a conven-
tional HHD circular buffer, by actively controlling to
change the operational state of the SSD 109 according
the embodiments of the present invention, the service
life of the SSD 109 becomes better aligned with the view-
ing experience of the user, and the DVR provides more
economic value over its service life. In one aspect, by
aligning the changes in the operational states of the SSD
109, in one sense, affords the user more direct controls
of the operational states of the SSD 109, which may pro-
vide the user a better viewing experience. In another as-
pect, the advantage in this example is that the SSD serv-
ice life may be extended to nearly 7 years (versus ap-
proximately 1.15 years if recording occurred continuous-
ly). Not only is 8 hours a day a realistic and practical time-
period for the vast population of TV viewers, it provides
a service life that aligns well with TV operators whom
amortize their set-top purchases over a 7 year asset life.
[0030] A fourth example may be to set to the predeter-
mined duration to correspond to the storage capacity of
the SSD. In any case, by changing the state of the SSD
109 after the predetermined duration to terminate the re-
cording operation prolongs the service life of the SSD
109 by preventing continuous write operations that are
unnecessarily extended to unviewed content.
[0031] Further according to this embodiment, the DVR
100 of the present invention can be designed to detect
a functional command from the user when the DVR 100
is not recording media content on the SSD 109, to permit
changing of the SSD from one state to another state in
connection with a change in the viewing experience com-
manded by the users. In particular, the detection of user
command for the purpose of changing the operational
state of the SSD occurs when the SSD 109 is in the non-
recording state. This may be preferable over other cur-
rent DVR approaches in which the detection of user com-
mands occurs during a SSD recording state, which re-
sults in continued recording until an absence of a user
command after a predetermined duration. Specifically,
other current DVR approaches may "time-out" after a pe-
riod of user inactivity. Thus if the user inputs a time-shift
function request shortly after the "time-out," these current
approaches may cause unnecessary switches in the op-
erational state of the SSD, resulting in excessive wear.
[0032] Unlike these current approaches, the DVR 100
of the present invention can be designed to avoid a "time-
out" scenario. In doing so, the DVR 100 can avoid un-
necessary or excessive changes to the states of the SSD
109 and the DVR 100 can be more responsive to other
functional commands from the user. Consequently, if the
user wishes to continue to perform a time-shifted viewing
of media content after the recording operation has been
terminated, the user can simply issue another time-shift
function command, i.e. user can request pause again or
any other time-shifting function. Here, the user experi-
ence is substantially preserved, while the service life of

the SSD is prolonged.

Timely Preserving Service Life after User Abandons 
Time-shifted Content

[0033] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, the DVR 100 can change the SSD 109
from a first recording state of operation to a second non-
recording state of operation so as to timely preserve serv-
ice life of the SSD 109 after user abandons time-shifted
contents.
[0034] According to this embodiment of the present in-
vention, as shown in FIG. 3, while the SSD 109 is in a
first state of operation in which the SSD 109 records re-
ceived media content, the DVR 100 detects a functional
command from the user to abandon the time-shifting
function. In response to the functional command, the
SSD 109 is changed to a second state which terminates
the recording operation. In one embodiment, prior to step
302, the SSD 109 can perform recording operations in a
first state of operation. In step 302, the DVR 100 detects
a user function command to perform a live-viewing func-
tion or a time-shifting function. Subsequently, in step 304,
it is determined whether the functional command from
the user may indicate that the user wishes to abandon
the time-shift function performed over the currently stored
content, i.e. abandon the currently time-shifted content.
The functional command can be any of a channel change,
an advance of viewing time to currently broadcasted con-
tent received by receiver controller 102 (live viewing), or
a switch to place the DVR 100 in a standby mode. In
response, in step 306, the storage controller 108 changes
the SSD 109 to the second state so as to terminate its
recording operation. Here, the method according to this
embodiment prolongs the service of the SSD because it
saves the SSD 109 from performing recording operations
after the user has abandoned the time-shifted content,
which indicates that further recording operations are no
longer beneficial to the user experience.
[0035] It should be understood that other user com-
mands, in addition to a channel change and an advance
of viewing time to live viewing, can be detect so as to
determine whether the functional command from the user
may indicate that the user wishes to abandon the time-
shift time-shifted content. Also, the above embodiment
has described a DVR 100 have one SSD 109 and one
receiver controller 102. Additional receiver controllers
and SSD’s, of course, can be provided so that the DVR
100 can perform recording of media content received
from multiple channels. In such embodiment, detection
and subsequent determination of user command to aban-
don time-shifted content can be perform for each of the
channels and their associated SSD.
[0036] Similar to the embodiments that align the serv-
ice life of the SSD with user commands for time-shifted
content, where the user is permitted to initiate a SSD
recording operation with a time-shift function command,
here, a user command determined to indicate that the
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user abandons the time-shifted content permits the user
to terminate a SSD recording operation. The user is af-
forded more direct controls over the SSD recording op-
erations and the user viewing experience is not unnec-
essarily burdened.

Align SSD Service Life with Active Viewing by User

[0037] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, the DVR 100 can change the SSD 109
from a first non-recording state of operation to a second
recording state of operation and subsequently change
the SSD 109 from the second state back to the first state
so as to align the service life of the SSD 109 closely with
actively viewing by user.
[0038] According to this embodiment of the present in-
vention, as shown in FIG. 4, the DVR 100 may instruct
the SSD 109 to begin a recording operation of media
content in response to a user command to activate the
DVR 100, and may instruct the SSD 109 to terminate the
recording operation in response to a user command to
place the DVR 100 in a standby mode. In particular, in
step 402, the user input controller 104 detects a control
signal from the control device 120 indicating that a user
has issued an activation command, the display controller
106 controls the display device 130 to display media con-
tent received by the receiver controller 102. Further in
response to the activation, in step 404, the storage con-
troller 108 controls the SSD 109 to begin recording the
received media content. At this point, the user may select
any of the time-shifting functions to be performed on the
received media content.
[0039] Subsequently, in step 406, the user input con-
troller 104 may receive a control signal from the control
device 110 that indicates the user commands to place
the DVR in a standby mode, or receive a control signal
from the control device 110 that is reflective of the user
commands to terminate the output to display device 130.
Alternatively, the display controller 106 may receive a
control signal from the display device that the user has
switched off the display device 130. In response, in step
408, the storage controller 108 controls SSD 109 to ter-
minate the recording operation. Similar to other embod-
iments, the method according to this embodiment pro-
longs the service life of the SSD by performing the re-
cording operation only when the user is actively viewing
live-broadcast or time-shifted media content.
[0040] It should be understood that the above embod-
iments can be implemented in a SSD device that can be
used in, or connected to a digital video recorder to enable
the DVR to output time-shifted content while practicing
the various methods to prolong the service life of the SSD.
In one such embodiment, a SSD can be provided with a
detector configured to detect a signal in connection with
a functional command from a user, and a controller con-
figured to change the SSD from a first non-recording state
to a second recording state based on the functional com-
mand from the user, and to change the SSD from the

second state back to the first state after a predetermined
duration. The controller can repeat the changes between
the first state and the second state, an accumulation of
which over time results in the SSD having a prolonged
service life. In another such embodiment, a SSD can be
provided with a detector configured to detect a signal in
connection with a functional command from a user, and
a controller configured to change the SSD from a first
recording state to a second non-recording state based
on the functional command from the user. The controller
can repeat the changes between the first state and the
second state, an accumulation of which over time results
in the SSD having a prolonged service life.
[0041] Also, the above embodiments of present inven-
tion can be practice in various combinations with one
another or with other modifications within the scope of
the present invention. In all, these embodiment better
preserves and prolongs the service life of a solid state
memory device that is configured to provide a circular
recording buffer in a digital recording device. According
to the various embodiments, the user is afforded, in a
sense, more direct controls over the recording operations
of the SSD, i.e., the user commands more directly affects
the operational states of the SSD. In particular, when the
service life of the SSD can be better aligned with the
viewing experience of the user as a result of practicing
the embodiments of the present invention, the result is
that the digital recording device, i.e. DVR, provides more
economic value over its life for consumers and manufac-
turers.
[0042] While the invention has been described in con-
nection with specific embodiments, it will be understood
that it is capable of further modification. Furthermore, this
application is intended to cover any variations, uses, or
adaptations of the invention, including such departures
from the present disclosure as come within known or cus-
tomary practice in the art to which the invention pertains.

Claims

1. A method for prolonging service life of a solid state
drive, the method being characterized in that it
comprises:

• providing, for use with a digital video recorder,
a solid state drive (SSD) for time-shifted viewing
of media content;
• changing the SSD (109) from a first state to a
second state based on a functional command
from the user; and
• repeating changes between the first state and
the second state, an accumulation of which over
time results in a prolonged service life.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein in the step
of changing, when the SSD (109) performs a record-
ing operation in the first state and a non-recording
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operation in the second state, the functional com-
mand from the user includes one of:

• change channel,
• advance to live viewing, or
• switch to standby.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein in the step
of changing, when the SSD (109) performs a non-
recording operation in the first state and a recording
operation in the second state, the functional com-
mand from the user includes one of:

• pause/resume,
• forwards play at various search speeds, or
• backwards play at various search speeds.

4. The method according to claim 1, being character-
ized in that is further comprises the step of:

• changing the SSD (109) from the second state
back to the first state after a predetermined du-
ration, the predetermined duration includes one
of a program length, a user specified duration,
or a duration that corresponds to the SSD (109)
capacity;
• wherein the SSD (109) performs a non-record-
ing operation in the first state and a recording
operation in the second state.

5. The method according to claim 1, being character-
ized in that it further comprises the step of:

• changing the SSD (109) from the second state
back to the first state after a predetermined du-
ration, the predetermined duration being deter-
mined by a user-specified duration;
• wherein in the step of changing the SSD (109)
from the first state to a second state based on
a functional command from the user, the SSD
(109) performs a non-recording operation in the
first state and a recording operation in the sec-
ond state, and the functional command includes
a start time for the user-specified duration.

6. The method according to claim 1, being character-
ized in that it further comprises the steps of:

• changing the SSD (109) from the second state
back to the first state after another functional
command from the user, the another functional
command being one of a command to terminate
display output and a command to switch to
standby,
• wherein in the step of changing the SSD (109)
from the first state to a second state based on
a functional command from the user, the SSD
(109) performs a non-recording operation in the

first state and a recording operation in the sec-
ond state, and the functional command from the
user is one of a command to output media con-
tent to a display device (130) and a DVR (100)
activation.

7. A digital recording device characterized in that it
comprises:

• a receiver for receiving media contents;
• a solid state device (SSD (109)) in operational
communication with the receiver and being de-
signed to operate between a first state and a
second state;
• a storage controller (108) for changing the SSD
(109) from the first state to the second state
based on a functional command from the user,
the result of which over time prolongs a service
life of the SSD (109).

8. The digital recording device according to claim 7,
wherein the SSD (109) performs a recording opera-
tion on received media content in the first state and
a non-recording operation in the second state, and
the storage controller (108) changes the SSD (109)
from the first state to the second state based on one
of the following functional commands from user:

• change channel,
• advance to live viewing, or
• switch to standby.

9. The digital recording device according to claim 7,
wherein the SSD (109) performs a non-recording op-
eration in the first state and a recording operation on
received media content in the second state, and the
storage controller (108) changes the SSD (109) from
the first state to the second state based one of the
following functional commands from user:

• pause/resume,
• forwards play at various search speeds, or
• backwards play at various search speeds.

10. The digital recording device according to claim claim
7, wherein the SSD (109) performs a non-recording
operation in the first state and a recording operation
on received media content in the second state, and
the storage controller (108) changes the SSD (109)
from the second state back to the first state after a
predetermined duration, the predetermined duration
being one of a program length, a user specified du-
ration, or a duration that corresponds to the SSD
(109) capacity.

11. The digital recording device according to claim 7,
wherein the SSD (109) performs a non-recording op-
eration in the first state and a recording operation on
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received media content in the second state, and the
storage controller (108) changes the SSD (109) from
the second state back to the first state after a pre-
determined duration, the predetermined duration be-
ing determined by a user specified start time and
stop time.

12. The digital recording device according to claim 7,
wherein the SSD (109) performs a non-recording op-
eration in the first state and a recording operation on
received media content in the second state, and the
storage controller (108) changes the SSD (109) from
the first state to the second state based a functional
command from the user, the functional command
being a command to output media content to a dis-
play device (130), and the storage controller (108)
changes the SSD (109) from the second state back
to the first state, based on another functional com-
mand, the another command being a command that
switches the digital recording device to standby or
terminates display output.

13. A solid state drive (SSD (109)) for use in a DVR (100)
to provide a time-shifted content output, the SSD
(109) being characterized in that it comprises:

• a detector configured to detect a signal in con-
nection with a functional command from a user;
• a controller configured (i) to change the SSD
(109) from a first non-recording state to a second
recording state based on the functional com-
mand from the user, (ii) to change the SSD (109)
from the second state back to the first state after
a predetermined duration, and (iii) to repeat the
changes between the first state and the second
state, an accumulation of which over time results
in the SSD (109) having a prolonged service life.
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