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(54) Low-power cml-less transmitter architecture

(57) Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion relate to a low-power current mode logic (CML)-less
transmitter architecture. A transmitter comprises a main
multiplexer configured to generate a main data signal by
multiplexing parallel main data signals retimed from a
retimer for time margin between parallel input data sig-

nals and a multiphase clock signals from a clock distrib-
utor, a secondary multiplexer configured to generate a
post data signal by multiplexing parallel post data signals
retimed from the retimer, and a plurality of output drivers
configured to generate a serial data signal by summing
the main data signal and the post data signal.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion relate to a low-power current mode logic (CML)-less
transmitter architecture.

DISCUSSION OF THE BACKGROUND

[0002] Current mode logic (CML) circuits are common-
ly used in high speed applications operating in the GHz
frequency range. CML circuits are the physical layer used
in DVI and HDMI video links, and may be frequently used
in interfaces to fiber optic components. This technology
has widely been used in design of high-speed integrated
systems, such as in telecommunication systems (serial
data transceivers, frequency synthesizers, etc.). In these
circuits, to reduce the storage time, caused by the pres-
ence of minority carriers, the transistors are usually not
allowed to operate in hard saturation. Storage time, which
is the time before an "ON" transistor starts to turn "OFF",
tends to decrease the speed of the circuit. In CML circuits
a constant current is maintained in the emitter legs of the
transistors with current switching from one transistor leg
to another depending on the states of the input signals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] An exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention discloses a transmitter comprises a main multi-
plexer configured to generate a main data signal by mul-
tiplexing parallel signals, a secondary multiplexer config-
ured to generate a post data signal by multiplexing the
parallel signals and a plurality of output drivers configured
to generate a pre-emphasized signal by summing the
main data signal and the post data signal.
[0004] The plurality of output drivers include a main
driver connected to an output of the main multiplexer di-
rectly and a post driver connected to an output of the
secondary multiplexer directly.
[0005] The transmitter further comprises a multiplexer
configured to generate the parallel signals for the main
multiplexer and the secondary multiplexer by multiplex-
ing parallel input data signals.
[0006] The transmitter further comprises a retimer con-
figured to process retiming the parallel signals generated
by the multiplexer for providing a timing margin between
the parallel signals and multiphase clock signals from a
clock distributor.
[0007] The multiplexer comprises a plurality of 5:1 mul-
tiplexers and a plurality of 2:1 multiplexers.
[0008] The main multiplexer comprises a plurality of
cascaded N-channel metal oxide semiconductor
(NMOS) transistors and adjustable pseudo P-channel
metal oxide semiconductor (pseudo-PMOS) loads.

[0009] The cascaded NMOS transistors are driven by
differential input data and two neighboring quarter phase
clock signals among the multiphase clock signals.
[0010] The main data signal is outputted by the main
multiplexer when the two neighboring quarter phase
clock signals overlap.
[0011] A size of the cascaded NMOS transistors is de-
termined based on required pre-emphasis tap weights
for the channel loss compensation.
[0012] The secondary multiplexer comprises a plurality
of cascaded N-channel metal oxide semiconductor
(NMOS) transistors, and a size of the cascaded NMOS
transistors of the secondary multiplexer is smaller than
the size of the cascaded NMOS transistors of the main
multiplexer.
[0013] An amount of pre-emphasis is controlled by ad-
justing the bias current of a post driver included in the
plurality of output drivers.
[0014] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory and are intended to pro-
vide further explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate embodiments of the invention, and to-
gether with the description serve to explain the principles
of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating an example of a block
diagram of a low-power current mode logic
(CML)-less transmitter according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an example of a block
diagram of a 4:1 multiplexer according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a view illustrating an example of a timing
diagram of 4:1 multiplexer according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a view illustrating an example of a main
driver and a post driver according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED OF THE ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

[0016] The invention is described more fully hereinaf-
ter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as
limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these
exemplary embodiments are provided so that this disclo-
sure is thorough, and will fully convey the scope of the
invention to those skilled in the art. In the drawings, the
size and relative sizes of layers and regions may be ex-
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aggerated for clarity. Like reference numerals in the
drawings denote like elements.
[0017] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion relate to a low-power current mode logic (CML)-less
transmitter architecture. In the transmitter architecture,
power consumption can be reduced significantly since
an entire circuit components except for the output driver
operate at one quarter of the line rate. In addition, the
transmitter architecture is area-efficient because no pas-
sive inductors, which occupy large area, are required for
the bandwidth extension.
[0018] FIG. 1 is a view illustrating an example of a block
diagram of a low-power current mode logic (CML)-less
transmitter according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. The transmitter may include a 40:4
multiplexer 110, an interstage retimer 120 and two 4:1
multiplexers, such as main 4:1 multiplexer 130, second-
ary 4:1 multiplexer 140 and output drivers 180, 190. The
transmitter may serialize parallel data streams to a serial
data while achieving pre-emphasis for channel disper-
sion compensation. The 40:4 multiplexer 110 may com-
prise a plurality of 5:1 multiplexers and a plurality of 2:1
multiplexers. A frequency divider 170 may divide a mul-
tiphase clock signals from a clock distributor 150, by 2.
And a frequency divider 160 may divide the divided mul-
tiphase clock signals, by 5.
[0019] FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an example of a block
diagram of a 4:1 multiplexer according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. For example, the
4:1 multiplexer as shown in FIG. 2 corresponds to one
of the two 4:1 multiplexers 130, 140 as shown in FIG. 1.
The 4:1 multiplexer may be composed of four sets of
cascaded N-channel metal oxide semiconductor
(NMOS) transistors 210 and adjustable pseudo P-chan-
nel metal oxide semiconductor (pseudo-PMOS) loads
220 for swing and common mode control. Each of the
cascaded NMOS transistors 210 may be driven by dif-
ferential input data and two neighboring quarter phase
clock signals among multiphase clock signals from a
clock distributor 150 as shown in FIG. 1.
[0020] FIG. 3 is a view illustrating an example of a tim-
ing diagram of 4:1 multiplexer according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. An output of the
4:1 multiplexer may be evaluated when two neighboring
quarter phase clock signals overlap. Thus, a bandwidth
requirement of the clock signal path may be relaxed by
a factor of the overlapped two signals. Current sources
may be eliminated to enhance the bandwidth of the 4:1
multiplexer. The interstage retimer 120 as shown in FIG.
1 may be inserted prior to the two 4:1 multiplexers 130,
140 to provide a sufficient timing margin between the
parallel data and the multiphase clock signals.
[0021] Referring to FIG. 1, the two 4:1 multiplexers
130, 140 may directly drive the output drivers 180, 190
without extra CML buffer stages, which lead to dispersion
due to band-limitation at outputs of the two 4:1 multiplex-
ers 130, 140. However, the dispersion may be compen-
sated simultaneously together with the channel disper-

sion by using the pre-emphasis filter provided that the
internal dispersion is linear. In order to accomplish the
forementioned simultaneous dispersion compensation,
the pre-emphasis filter is not inserted subsequent to the
output of the two 4:1 multiplexers 130, 140 unlike con-
ventional designs. Whereas, a final stage of the trans-
mitter consists of the two 4:1 multiplexers 130, 140 fol-
lowed by current summing CML output drivers 160, 170
terminated with 50Ω resistors. Because a typical CML-
based 50Ω driver has sufficient linearity, the channel dis-
persion and internal band-limitation can be combined lin-
early.
[0022] FIG. 4 is a view illustrating an example of a main
driver and a post driver according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention. Amount of pre-em-
phasis is controlled by adjusting the bias current of the
CML driver in the secondary path by post driver. A size
of the transistors in the secondary path is determined
based on the required pre-emphasis tap weights for the
channel loss compensation. Additional dispersion
caused by the secondary 4:1 multiplexer 140 is negligibly
small compared to the main signal at the final output
stage in a moderately dispersed system.
[0023] The exemplary embodiments according to the
present invention may be recorded in computer-readable
media including program instructions to implement vari-
ous operations embodied by a computer. The media may
also include, alone or in combination with the program
instructions, data files, data structures, and the like. The
media and program instructions may be those specially
designed and constructed for the purposes of the present
invention, or they may be of the kind well-known and
available to those having skill in the computer software
arts.
[0024] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variation can be made in the
present invention without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the
present invention cover the modifications and variations
of this invention provided they come within the scope of
the appended claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A transmitter comprising:

a main multiplexer configured to generate a
main data signal by multiplexing parallel signals;
a secondary multiplexer configured to generate
a post data signal by multiplexing the parallel
signals; and
a plurality of output drivers configured to gener-
ate a pre-emphasized signal by summing the
main data signal and the post data signal.

2. The transmitter of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
output drivers include a main driver connected to an
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output of the main multiplexer directly and a post
driver connected to an output of the secondary mul-
tiplexer directly.

3. The transmitter of claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

a multiplexer configured to generate the parallel
signals for the main multiplexer and the second-
ary multiplexer by multiplexing parallel input da-
ta signals.

4. The transmitter of claim 3, further comprising:

a retimer configured to process retiming the par-
allel signals generated by the multiplexer for pro-
viding a timing margin between the parallel sig-
nals and multiphase clock signals from a clock
distributor.

5. The transmitter of claim 3 or 4, wherein the multi-
plexer comprises a plurality of 5:1 multiplexers and
a plurality of 2:1 multiplexers.

6. The transmitter of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the main multiplexer comprises a plurality
of cascaded N-channel metal oxide semiconductor
(NMOS) transistors and adjustable pseudo P-chan-
nel metal oxide semiconductor (pseudo-PMOS)
loads.

7. The transmitter of claim 6, wherein the cascaded
NMOS transistors are driven by differential input data
and two neighboring quarter phase clock signals
among the multiphase clock signals.

8. The transmitter of claim 7, wherein the main data
signal is outputted by the main multiplexer when the
two neighboring quarter phase clock signals overlap.

9. The transmitter of claim 6, 7 or 8, wherein a size of
the cascaded NMOS transistors is determined
based on required pre-emphasis tap weights for the
channel loss compensation.

10. The transmitter of claim 9, wherein the secondary
multiplexer comprises a plurality of cascaded N-
channel metal oxide semiconductor (NMOS) tran-
sistors, and
wherein a size of the cascaded NMOS transistors of
the secondary multiplexer is smaller than the size of
the cascaded NMOS transistors of the main multi-
plexer.

11. The transmitter of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein an amount of pre-emphasis is controlled by
adjusting the bias current of a post driver included
in the plurality of output drivers.
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