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(54) A SELF-PROPELLED WORKING MACHINE

(57) The self-propelled working machine (1) com-
prises: moving means (2) configured for allowing move-
ment of the machine on a bearing plane (3); propulsion
means (4) operatively associated to the moving means
and configured to cause and maintain the movement of
the working machine on the bearing plane; a frame (5)
supporting the moving means and the propulsion means,
an operating member (6) and relative actuating means,
a maneuver cab (7) arranged directly or indirectly on the
frame (5) and comprising at least an access door (8), the
cab (7) and the frame (5) defining an encumbering vol-
ume of the machine.

The machine 1 comprises a step board (11) arranged
at the access door (8) of the maneuver cab (7) and cou-
pling means (13, 17) operatively associated to the
maneuver cab (7) and/ or to the frame (5) of the working
machine for supporting said step board (11), the coupling
means being configured for allowing an actuation move-
ment of the step board (11) between a retracted position
in which said step board (11) remains substantially inside
the encumbering volume, and an extracted position in
which it protrudes, thereby defining a supporting surface,
walkable by the operator, able to facilitate entering the
maneuver cab.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a self-propelled
working machine.
[0002] The term self-propelled working machine is un-
derstood to mean a mobile vehicle, for example on
wheels or tracks, able to carry out specific works, for ex-
ample agricultural, construction or road ones.
[0003] Examples of self-propelled working machines
are lift trucks or handling machines equipped with a tel-
escopic arm, either fixed or on a rotating turret, but also
diggers and other machines besides.
[0004] In general self-propelled working machines
comprise a frame supporting moving means (wheels,
tracks or the like), propulsion means and, directly or in-
directly, the operating member or members (for example
a lift arm or lift forks, a bucket, a gripping member or
another besides) and the relative actuating means. A
maneuver cab is arranged on the frame, suitable for
housing the operator and comprising a control panel of
the movement of the machine and the actuating of the
operating member (or members). The cab is generally
closed by at least a door for enabling isolation of the
operator during use of the machine and for preventing
access to unauthorised third parties during phases of
non-use of the machine. Generally the frame of the work-
ing machines is raised so as to enable movement and
use thereof on bumpy terrains, for example building or
road worksites.
[0005] The position of the maneuver cab must first of
all meet the safety requirements and efficiency require-
ments, mainly in regard to visibility for the operator both
when the machine is in use and during movement thereof.
Some aspects that can have a negative effect on the
visibility are the position and type of the operating mem-
bers. For example, in the case of telescopic lifting ma-
chines, an obstacle to visibility is constituted by the tel-
escopic arm which, when resting, is in the retracted and
lowered configuration thereof and protrudes frontally of
the cab, as well as flanking it.
[0006] A further need that is well-established is that of
obtaining a homologation for road use, so that the ma-
chine can autonomously reach the worksite without being
classed as "exceptional transport", which latter have to
be carefully planned and require an escort, thus impact-
ing on times, costs and comfort of movement of the ma-
chine.
[0007] For example, in the case of telescopic lift trucks,
for the purposes of homologation the distance between
the distal end of the arm and a point internal of the cab
is evaluated, which latter point can be for example con-
stituted by the operator’s point of view or the position of
the centre of the steering wheel.
[0008] For the purposes of homologation for road use,
this distance must be contained within predetermined
limits set by the relevant regulations.
[0009] With the purpose of entering into the estab-
lished parameters for this homologation, with an equal

length of arm, the machine can be modified by retracting
the arm with respect to the cab and, if the retracting is
not sufficient or would require an excessive counter-bal-
ancing, moving the cab forward.
[0010] In this last case, the access door to the maneu-
ver cab is de-aligned with respect to the access steps,
requiring a certain expertise on the operator’s part both
to reach the maneuver cab and open the door at the same
time. In fact, in a case where the cab is advanced with
respect to the steps, the operator is forced to rise onto
the machine by climbing the steps obliquely, to the det-
riment of the ease, comfort and ergonomic practicability
of the operation.
[0011] In this context, the technical task underlying the
present invention is to propose a self-propelled working
machine which obviates the drawbacks in the prior art
as described above and enables meeting the above-de-
scribed needs.
[0012] In particular, an aim of the present invention is
to make available a self-propelled working machine
which facilitates access of the operator to the maneuver
cab, independently of the position chosen, in particular
with regard to road-use homologation.
[0013] A further object of the present invention is to
make available a self-propelled working machine also
able to guarantee an optimal visibility. The stated tech-
nical task and specified aims are attained by a self-pro-
pelled working machine realised according to claim 1.
[0014] Further characteristics and advantages of a
preferred, but not exclusive, embodiment , of a self-pro-
pelled working machine according to the invention, are
set out in the following detailed description, with refer-
ence to the appended drawings, provided by way of non-
limiting example, in which:

- figure 1 and figure 1A illustrate respective perspec-
tive views of self-propelled working machines in
which the present invention is realised;

- figures 2 and 3 illustrate a perspective view of a detail
in larger scale of figure 1 in two different operating
conditions; and

- figures 4 and 5 illustrate a perspective view of a detail
in larger scale of figure 2 or 3 in two different oper-
ating conditions.

[0015] With reference to the appended figures, 1 illus-
trates the self-propelled working machine of the inven-
tion.
[0016] In particular, the appended figures illustrate a
fixed-type telescopic arm lift truck.
[0017] Alternatively, the present invention can relate
to any other type of self-propelled working machine 1
according to the definition supplied, for example a tele-
scopic arm lift truck mounted on a rotating turret, etc.
[0018] The machine 1 comprises moving means, for
example wheels 2, configured for allowing movement of
the machine on a bearing plane 3. Alternatively track
means, or the like, can be provided as moving means.
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[0019] The machine 1 comprises propulsion means
operatively associated to the moving means and config-
ured to cause and maintain the movement of the working
machine on the bearing plane 3. Such propulsion means
can comprise an engine 4, preferably an internal com-
bustion engine.
[0020] 5 denotes a frame of a machine 1 supporting
the moving means and the propulsion means. By the
term frame is meant a supporting and containing struc-
ture comprising both a supporting chassis and possibly
protection casings or bodywork elements.
[0021] Reference numeral 6 denotes an operating
member. The relative actuating means are not visible in
the appended figures. The operating member and the
actuating means are supported directly or indirectly by
the frame 5. For example a rotating turret might be pro-
vided, interposed between the frame 5 and the operating
member 6. In the case of the appended figures the op-
erating member is constituted by a telescopic arm pivoted
in a rear or lateral zone of the frame. As illustrated in
figure 1, the telescopic arm can assume a transport con-
figuration in which it lies on the frame so that a free end
of the telescopic arm is arranged in a frontal position.
Alternatively the maneuvering member can comprise
other types of lift or digger devices, gripping devices or
the like.
[0022] The invention includes a maneuver cab 7 ar-
ranged directly or indirectly on the frame and comprising
at least an access door 8. The access door 8 is hinged
to a structure of the maneuver cab 7 by means of at least
one hinge 9 comprising a rotation portion 9a secured to
the access door 8 and mounted rotatably on a hinge pin
10 secured to the structure of the maneuver cab 7 . The
access door 8 is preferably hinged to a structure of the
maneuver cab 7 by means of at least one hinge 9 ar-
ranged on a front side of the access door, to enable an
opening of an "automobile" type.
[0023] A control panel, not illustrated, is included inter-
nally of the maneuver cab, configured for enabling control
of the movement of the machine and the actuation of the
operating member.
[0024] In the type of machine illustrated in the append-
ed figures, the maneuver cab 7 is arranged laterally with
respect to the maneuvering member.
[0025] In general, the maneuver cab 7 and the frame
(5) define an encumbering volume of the machine 1.
[0026] Reference numeral 11 denotes a step board ar-
ranged at the access door 8 of the maneuver cab 7. Cou-
pling means are also provided operatively associated to
the maneuver cab 7 and/ or to the frame 5 of the working
machine for supporting said step board 11.
[0027] The coupling means are configured for allowing
an actuation movement of said step board 11 between
a retracted position in which the step board remains sub-
stantially inside the encumbering volume of the machine
1, and an extracted position in which it protrudes, thereby
defining a supporting surface, walkable by the operator,
able to facilitate entering the maneuver cab 7.

[0028] The coupling means are preferably configured
for allowing a rotational actuation movement of the step
board 11 about an axis of rotation 12, for example defined
by a rotation pin 13 associated to the maneuver cab
and/or to the frame of the working machine.
[0029] The rotation pin 13 preferably comprises an ex-
tension of the hinge pin 10. According to a possible em-
bodiment, the step board 11 exhibits a planar configura-
tion which, in the extracted position, defines a bearing
plane that is walkable by the operator.
[0030] As shown in the illustrated example, the axis of
rotation 12 is substantially perpendicular to the step
board 11 which remains parallel to itself during the actu-
ation movement.
[0031] The step board 11 is preferably lunette-shaped
or it has the form of a circular sector of a disk, comprising
an arcuate profile 14 arranged in a radially outer position
with respect to a central axis of the lunette or the angular
sector.
[0032] In the example of the appended figures, the axis
of rotation (12) is arranged in a radially inner portion of
the step board.
[0033] The machine 1 can comprise a supporting ele-
ment 15 associated to the frame 5 of the working machine
and/or to the maneuver cab 7.
[0034] In this case, the step board 11 is arranged rest-
ing on the supporting element 15.
[0035] The supporting element 15 (and/or the step
board 11) comprises at least one block 16 of a low friction
coefficient material, for example Teflon ®; in this case,
the block 16 is interposed between the supporting ele-
ment 15 and the step board 11.
[0036] Actuation means are preferably provided, op-
eratively associated to the step board 11.
[0037] The actuation means are configured for impos-
ing the actuation movement via which the step board is
brought from the retracted position to the extracted po-
sition thereof in conjunction with the opening of the ac-
cess door 8 of the maneuver cab 7 and from the extracted
position to the retracted position in conjunction with the
closing of the access door 8 of the maneuver cab 7.
[0038] The actuation means comprise for example at
least one connection element operatively interposed be-
tween the step board 11 and the access door 8 so that
the step board is solidly constrained to the access door,
in such a way that the opening/closing of the access door
generates the actuation movement of the step board.
[0039] An embodiment of the actuation means in-
cludes an arm 17 having a first portion 17a secured to
the access door 8 or afforded in a single piece with the
access door and a second portion 17b secured to the
step board 11 or realised in a single piece with the step
board.
[0040] The first portion and the second portion are pref-
erably angled so that the step board 11 defines a sup-
porting surface arranged below the access door 8 in a
normal operation configuration of the working machine.
[0041] The first portion 17a of the arm 17 is preferably
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fixed to a rotation portion of a hinge of the access door 8.
[0042] According to a possible embodiment, the ac-
cess door 8 comprises a panel 18 made of a transparent
material, for example glass or a plastic material, having
substantially the same dimensions as an access door 19
of the maneuver cab 7, at least a metal hinge 9 mounted
on the panel 18 and a metal supporting ring 20 arranged
on a side of the panel 18 suitable for being arranged
towards the inside of the maneuver cab 7, when the ac-
cess door is closed.
[0043] In figure 1, owing to the advanced position of
the maneuver cab 7, the access door 8 is arranged di-
rectly above access steps 20, making it difficult for the
operator to reach the maneuver cab and at the same time
open the access door.
[0044] With the present invention, at the moment of
opening the door 8 the step board 11 rotates about the
axis of rotation 12 so as to reach the extracted position
in which the operator has a further bearing plane to use.
[0045] The extraction or re-insertion of the step board
11 advantageously takes place at the same time as the
opening/closing of the door 8 and is caused by the move-
ment of the door 8.
[0046] In a possible alternative, the actuation means
comprise at least a position detector of the access door
8 configured for detecting the opening/closing of the ac-
cess door 8 and at least an actuator mounted on the
maneuver cab and/or on the frame of the working ma-
chine and configured for imposing the actuation move-
ment on the step board 11. The position detector is con-
figured for enabling a command signal of a control switch-
board of the working machine suitable for actuating the
actuator.
[0047] In a possible alternative, the axis of rotation 12
of the step board 11 is substantially parallel to the same
step board 11.
[0048] In a further embodiment the coupling means co-
incide with the actuation means, by including, for exam-
ple in the case of the figures, only the arm 17 without the
rotation pin 13.

Claims

1. A self-propelled working machine (1) comprising:

- moving means (2) configured for allowing
movement of the machine on a bearing plane
(3),
- propulsion means (4) operatively associated
to the moving means and configured to cause
and maintain the movement of the working ma-
chine on the bearing plane,
- a frame (5) supporting the moving means and
the propulsion means,
- at least one operating member (6) and actuat-
ing means associated thereto, said operating
member and said actuating means being sup-

ported directly or indirectly by the frame (5),
- a maneuver cab (7) arranged directly or indi-
rectly on the frame (5) and comprising at least
an access door (8), and

wherein said maneuver cab (7) and said frame (5)
define an encumbering volume of the machine,
characterized in that it comprises a step board (11)
arranged at the access door (8) of the maneuver cab
(7) and coupling means (13, 17) operatively associ-
ated to the maneuver cab (7) and/ or to the frame
(5) of the working machine for supporting said step
board (11), said coupling means being configured
for allowing an actuation movement of said step
board (11) between a retracted position in which said
step board (11) remains substantially inside said en-
cumbering volume, and an extracted position in
which it protrudes, thereby defining a supporting sur-
face, walkable by the operator, able to facilitate en-
tering the cab (7).

2. A self-propelled working machine according to the
preceding claim, in which said coupling means are
configured for allowing a rotational actuation move-
ment of the step board (11) about an axis of rotation
(12).

3. A self-propelled working machine according to the
preceding claim, wherein said axis of rotation (12) is
defined by a rotation pin (13) associated to the
maneuver cab (7) and/or to the frame (5) of the work-
ing machine.

4. A self-propelled working machine according to claim
2 or claim 3, wherein said step board (11) exhibits a
planar configuration which, in the extracted position,
defines a supporting surface that is walkable by the
operator and wherein said axis of rotation (12) is sub-
stantially perpendicular to said step board (11).

5. A self-propelled working machine according to claim
4, when depending to claim 3, wherein said access
door (8) is hinged to a structure of the maneuver cab
by means of at least one hinge (9) comprising a ro-
tation portion (9a) secured to the access door (8)
and rotatingly mounted on a hinge pin (10), which
hinge pin (10) is secured to the maneuver cab struc-
ture, and wherein said rotation pin (13) comprises
an extension of said hinge pin (10).

6. A self-propelled working machine according to at
least one of the preceding claims, wherein said step
board (11) is lunette-shaped or it has the form of a
circular sector of a disk, comprising an arcuate profile
(14) arranged in a radially outer position with respect
to a central axis of the lunette or the angular sector.

7. A self-propelled working machine according to claim
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6, when depending to claim 4 or 5, wherein said axis
of rotation (12) is arranged in a radially inner portion
of the step board (11).

8. A self-propelled working machine according to at
least one of the preceding claims, comprising a sup-
porting element (15) associated to the frame of the
working machine and/or to the maneuver cab and
wherein said step board (11) is restingly arranged
on said supporting element (15).

9. A self-propelled working machine according to the
preceding claim, wherein said supporting element
(15) and/or said step board (11) comprises at least
one block (16) of a low friction coefficient material,
for example Teflon ®, interposed between said sup-
porting element (15) and said step board (11).

10. A self-propelled working machine according to at
least one of the preceding claims, comprising actu-
ation means (17) operatively associated to said step
board (11) and suitable for imposing said actuation
movement to the step board (11) via which said step
board is brought from the retracted position to the
extracted position thereof in conjunction with the
opening of the maneuver cab’s access door and from
the extracted position to the retracted position there-
of in conjunction with the closing of the maneuver
cab’s access door (8).

11. A self-propelled working machine according to the
preceding claim, wherein the actuation means com-
prises at least one connection element operatively
interposed between said step board (11) and said
access door (8) so that the step board (11) is solidly
constrained with the access door (8), in such a way
that the opening/closing of the access door (8) gen-
erates the actuation movement of the step plate (11).

12. A self-propelled working machine according to the
preceding claim, in which said connection element
comprises an arm (17) having a first portion (17a)
secured to the access door (8) or afforded in a single
piece with the access door (8) and a second portion
(17b) secured to the step board (11) or afforded in
a single piece with the step board (11).

13. A self-propelled working machine according to the
preceding claim, wherein said first portion (17a) and
said second portion (17b) are angled so that said
step board (11) defines a supporting surface ar-
ranged below the access door (8) in a normal oper-
ation configuration of the working machine.

14. A self-propelled working machine according to claim
12 or 13, wherein said access door (8) is hinged to
a structure of the maneuver cab by means of at least
one hinge (9) and wherein said first portion (17a) of

the arm (17) is fixed to a portion of rotation (9a) of
said at least one hinge arranged at the access door
(8).

15. A self-propelled working machine according to at
least one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said step board
(11) exhibits a planar structure which defines, in the
extracted position, a supporting surface walkable by
the operator and wherein said axis of rotation (12)
is substantially parallel to said step board (11).

16. A self-propelled working machine according to at
least one of the preceding claims, wherein said ac-
cess door (8) is hinged to a structure of the maneuver
cab by means of at least one hinge (9) disposed on
a front side of the access door (8).
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