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(54) IMAGE DISPLAY DEVICE FOR BACKHOE

(57) A shovel includes a lower-part traveling body
(1), an upper-part turning body (3) turnably placed on the
lower-part traveling body 1, an attachment mounted on
the upper-part turning body (3), and an image display
apparatus (100). The shovel performs work in a work
area by driving the attachment. The image display appa-
ratus (100) of the shovel includes an image display part

(30) that displays the work area to be subjected to the
work. The image display apparatus (100) subjects an im-
age captured in an image capturing device (20) to image
processing to indicate a distribution of depressions and
elevations, and displays the image on the image display
part (30).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to image display apparatuses that display an image of a work area of a shovel.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In general, an operator of a construction machine such as a shovel operates a work element of a shovel, sitting
on an operator seat in a cabin and looking at a work site. The typical work of shovels is, for example, digging earth and
sand and loading the bed of a truck with the dug-out earth and sand. In this case, first, the operator digs earth and sand
with a bucket while looking at an excavation site. Thereafter, the operator moves the bucket to above the bed of the
truck, and dumps out the earth and sand inside the bucket onto the truck while looking at the earth and sand loaded
onto the bed of the truck.
[0003] In the above-described work, first, the operator looks at the condition of the earth and sand of the excavation
site and determines a part to be dug with the bucket. Normally, the operator determines the part to be dug by the
depressions and elevations (undulations) of the excavation site. In the case of digging a hole in the excavation site, the
operator further digs a depressed part for a deeper hole. In the case of flattening the excavation site, the operator flattens
out projecting parts. Thus, shovel operators often perform excavation work while determining the distribution of depres-
sions and elevations of an excavation site.
[0004] Furthermore, in the work of loading the bed of the truck with earth and sand, the operator dumps out earth and
sand onto part of the bed of the truck that has been loaded with less earth and sand. That is, the operator performs the
work of dumping out earth and sand onto a part of the earth and sand that is lower in level while determining the distribution
of depressions and elevations of the earth and sand loaded on the bed of the truck.
[0005] Shovel operators perform work, successively determining the conditions of a work site as described above,
and are therefore required to recognize the conditions of the work site all the time.
[0006] Here, a shovel has been proposed that displays an image captured with a camera provided on the counterweight
of a shovel on a monitor in an operator room and provides the operator with an image of the backside or diagonal
backside that is blind to the operator at the time of operation. (See, for example, Patent Document 1.)

[Prior Art Document]

[Patent Document]

[0007] [Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2005-163370

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0008] Sight from the operator seat of the shovel is limited. For example, if there are large depressions and elevations
in an excavation site, it is impossible for the operator to visually recognize how it is shaped beyond an elevation.
Furthermore, in the case where a work area is above the operator as in the case of the bed of a truck, the operator looks
up at the bed. Therefore, the operator is prevented from having a view of the entire inside of the bed, and is thus prevented
from recognizing the condition of earth and sand loaded onto the bed.
[0009] Furthermore, an image is captured with the camera and displayed on the monitor only to the extent that the
outline of a displayed object may be determined. The operator of the shovel is not performing work, looking only at the
monitor. Furthermore, the monitor screen is extremely small compared with a visual field. Accordingly, the size of an
object displayed on the monitor screen is much smaller than in an actual view. For these reasons, the operator of the
shovel is prevented from instantaneously recognizing, for example, a distribution of fine depressions and elevations in
a work area from an image displayed on the monitor.
[0010] Thus, performing work in a situation where an operator is prevented from having a good understanding of the
condition of a work area results in, for example, an error in the excavation position. Furthermore, an error may be caused
in the position at which the bed of a truck is loaded with earth and sand. Accordingly, the work efficiency of the shovel
may be reduced by extra work for correcting such positional errors or re-performing work.
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MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0011] A general object of the present invention is to provide a new and useful display apparatus of a shovel that
solves the above-described problems.
[0012] A more specific object of the present invention is to provide an image display apparatus for a shovel that enables
a shovel operator to instantaneously recognize the conditions of a work area through an image displayed on a monitor.
[0013] In order to achieve the above-described objects, according to an embodiment of the present invention, an
image display apparatus for a shovel provided in the shovel that includes a lower-part traveling body, an upper-part
turning body turnably placed on the lower-part traveling body, and an attachment mounted on the upper-part turning
body, and performs work in a work area by driving the attachment is provided that includes an image display part
configured to display the work area to be subjected to the work, wherein an image captured with an image capturing
device is subjected to image processing to indicate a distribution of depressions and elevations, and is displayed on the
image display part.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0014] According to the above-described invention, the distribution of depressions and elevations in a work area is
displayed in an image. Therefore, even in the case where it is impossible or difficult to view the conditions of the work
area, it is possible for an operator to instantaneously recognize a position at which work is to be performed and to perform
work at an exact position. As a result, it is possible to improve the work efficiency of the shovel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a side view of a shovel provided with an image display apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 is a side view of a shovel performing the work of loading a bed of a truck with the earth and sand of a bucket.
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an image displayed by the image display apparatus according to the embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an overall configuration of the image display apparatus.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0016] A description is given below, based on the drawings, of an embodiment of the present invention.
[0017] FIG. 1 is a side view of a shovel provided with an image display apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention, illustrating a state during excavation work.
[0018] The shovel includes a lower-part traveling body as a drive part for traveling. An upper-part turning body 3 is
mounted on the lower-part traveling body 1 through a turning mechanism 2. A boom 4 is attached to the upper-part
turning body 3. An arm 5 is attached to an end of the boom 4, and a bucket 6 is attached to an end of the arm 5. The
boom 4, the arm 5, and the bucket 6 are hydraulically driven by a boom cylinder 7, an arm cylinder 8, and a bucket
cylinder 9, respectively. The boom 4, the arm 5, and the bucket 6 are configured as attachments of the shovel. Work
operations such as excavation and flattening in a work area are performed by driving the attachments.
[0019] A cabin 10 is provided on the upper-part turning body 3 as an operator room in which an operator seat and an
operation apparatus are placed. Power sources such as an engine, hydraulic pumps, and a hydraulic circuit are mounted
behind the cabin 10 on the upper-part turning body 3.
[0020] The configuration of a drive system of the shovel is the same as that of drive systems of common shovels, and
its description is omitted.
[0021] FIG. 1 illustrates a state where the shovel is performing excavation work. In the excavation work, some part of
a work area, such as a part A in FIG. 1, is not visible from an operator because of depressions and elevations of the
work area. Therefore, in this embodiment, a camera 20 is provided at an end of the arm 5 of the shovel, an image of
the work area is captured with the camera 20, and the obtained image is displayed on a monitor (an image display part)
30 at the operator seat.
[0022] Because an image of the work area may be captured from directly above the work area with the camera 20, it
is possible to capture an image of a part (the part A in FIG. 1) that is not visible to the operator. Accordingly, it is possible
for the operator to check the conditions of the entire work area by looking at the screen of the monitor 30.
[0023] Images captured with the camera 20, however, are not very sharp, and the monitor 30 is limited in size.
Accordingly, the operator cannot immediately understand the conditions of depressions and elevations, such as which



EP 2 799 630 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

part is low and which part is high, by looking at a work area displayed on the monitor 30. Therefore, according to an
image display apparatus of this embodiment, an image captured with the camera 20 is displayed on the monitor 30 with
the addition of an image indicating depressions and elevations in a region inside the image. The image indicating
depressions and elevations is, for example, contour lines that indicate parts of the same height in the image, and is an
image displayed in such a manner as to indicate mountains and valleys in common maps so as to facilitate an under-
standing of depressions and elevations in a planar image. A detailed description is given of the image indicating depres-
sions and elevations in relation to the loading of earth and sand illustrated in FIG. 2.
[0024] FIG. 2 is a side view illustrating a state where the earth and sand scooped up with the bucket 6 is being loaded
onto the bed of a truck. The earth and sand needs to be loaded onto a bed 40a of a truck 40 to be uniform in height. In
the situation illustrated in FIG. 2, however, the operator would dump out the earth and sand inside the bucket onto an
approximate position because the operator is prevented from looking inside the bed 40a of the truck 40.
[0025] Therefore, according to this embodiment, an image of the bed 40a of the truck 40 captured with the camera
20 is displayed on the monitor 30 in the operator room of the shovel. At this point, the image captured with the camera
20 is displayed with the addition of contour lines indicating depressions and elevations as illustrated in FIG. 3, so as to
enable the operator to immediately recognize depressions and elevations in the work area.
[0026] FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a screen of the monitor 30 at the time when an image of the bed of the truck 40
captured with the camera 20 is displayed on the monitor 30 with the addition of contour lines (dotted lines) thereto. On
the screen of the monitor 30, the entire bed 40a of the truck 40 is displayed, and contour lines 50-1 through 50-4 are
displayed so that the undulations of the earth and sand inside the bed 40a may be recognized.
[0027] In the loading work, it is necessary to load earth and sand onto the entire bed 40a as uniformly as possible by
dumping out earth and sand onto parts that are lower in level (depressed parts). Therefore, the operator of the shovel
determines the undulations (depressions and elevations) of the earth and sand on the bed 40a based on the contour
lines 50-1 through 50-4 displayed on the screen of the monitor 30 where the bed 40a of the truck 40 is displayed, and
dumps out the earth and sand in the bucket onto lower parts. Even in the case where it is difficult to recognize undulations
(depressions and elevations) with the screen of the monitor 30 alone, it is possible to immediately determine undulations
(depressions and elevations) by looking at the contours 50-1 through 50-4, so that the work efficiency is improved.
Furthermore, there is no need to perform extra work such as discharging earth and sand further onto higher parts and
flattening them afterward, so that it is possible to further improve the efficiency of work by the shovel.
[0028] In the case illustrated in FIG. 3, of the contour lines 50-1 through 50-4, the contour lines 50-1 are lines that
connect the lowest parts, the contour lines 50-2 are lines that connect the next lowest parts, the contour lines 50-3 are
lines that connect the third lowest parts, and the contour line 50-4 is a line that connects the highest parts. The interval
(difference in height) between contour lines may be set to an appropriate value, for example, 30 cm. Alternatively, the
interval between contour lines may be set to a predetermined value in advance or be set by inputting a value that
facilitates the operator’s understanding.
[0029] Furthermore, the contour lines 50-1 through 50-4 may be assigned different colors. For example, the contour
lines 50-1 that indicate the lowest positions may be in blue, the contour line 50-4 that indicates the highest positions
may be in red, and the intervening contour lines 50-2 and 50-3 may be in appropriate colors such as those gradually
changing from blue to red. Alternatively, the entire image may be subjected to coloring or hatching with the same color
or hatching being applied to a part of the same height (the region between adjacent contour lines), so that undulations
(depressions and elevations) may be gradually displayed in the entire image.
[0030] A determination as to undulations (depressions and elevations) in the work area may be made by the image
display apparatus processing an image in the work area and performing image recognition. Alternatively, the undulations
may be determined by measuring the distances between multiple positions in the work area and the camera 20 by
incorporating a distance sensor in the camera 20. The distance sensor may be, for example, a reflective distance sensor.
[0031] Furthermore, in the case illustrated in FIG. 3, an instruction area frame 60 that indicates a work instruction area
is further displayed in addition to the contour lines 50-1 through 50-4 on the screen of the monitor 30. The area surrounded
by the instruction area frame 60 is the work instruction area. In the case illustrated in FIG. 3, the instruction area frame
60 is an area loaded with less earth and sand in the bed 40a, and is an area yet to be loaded with earth and sand. The
image display apparatus, based on the contents of work, specifies an area to be worked on (that is, a work instruction
area) in the image of a work area displayed on the monitor 30 and displays the area to be worked on by surrounding
the area to be worked on with the instruction area frame 60 on the screen. In the case illustrated in FIG. 3, because the
work is the loading of earth and sand, a part of the earth and sand that is lower in level is displayed as the work instruction
area surrounded by the instruction area frame 60, so as to make the height of the earth and sand as uniform as possible.
[0032] When the work is, for example, excavation, an area to be excavated is displayed as the work instruction area
surrounded by the instruction area frame 60. Furthermore, when the work is to flatten out earth and sand, a part of the
earth and sand that is higher in level (an elevated part) is displayed as the work instruction area surrounded by the
instruction area frame 60.
[0033] The display of the work instruction area is not limited to surrounding an instruction area with the frame 60 as
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illustrated in FIG. 3. For example, the work instruction area may be displayed by performing such image processing as
to make the work instruction area distinguishable from other areas, such as coloring or hatching the work instruction area.
[0034] An image displayed on the monitor 30 is of the entire work area in which excavation or loading is performed
with the shovel. It is also possible to display the entire work area inside the image on the monitor 30 by registering the
position of the work area as a coordinate position in advance. In FIG. 3, the work area is a part surrounded by a dotted
line frame 70. The coordinate position of the work area may be detected along with the coordinate position of the shovel
using a GPS function. In this case, a GPS device is incorporated into the camera 20. If possible, undulations (depressions
and elevations) in the work area may also be determined by the GPS function.
[0035] FIG. 4 is a system configuration diagram of an image display apparatus 100 according to this embodiment.
The image display apparatus 100 includes a control part 102 that includes an image processing part 110, a signal
processing part 120, an operation processing part 130, and a work area determination part 140.
[0036] The image data of a work site captured with the camera 20 are transmitted to the image processing part 110.
The image processing part 110 processes the image data into image data to be displayed on the monitor 30. The image
data processed in the image processing part are transmitted to the work area determination part 140.
[0037] In the case where a GPS device 22 is incorporated in the camera 20, the position coordinate data of the camera
20 detected by the GPS function are transmitted to the work area determination part 140. The position coordinate data
are fed to the coordinate operation part 130 as well.
[0038] Furthermore, in the case where a distance sensor 24 is incorporated in the camera 20, distance data are
transmitted to the signal processing part 120. The distance data are data that represent the distance from the camera
20 to each of positions in the work area. The distance data processed in the signal processing part are fed to the
coordinate operation part 130. The coordinate operation part 130 creates the position coordinate data of an area with
respect to which the distance has been measured by correlating the positions measured by the distance sensor 24 with
the position coordinate data, based on the position coordinate data from the GPS device 22 and the distance data from
the distance sensor 24, and outputs the position coordinate data to the work area determination part 140.
[0039] The work area determination part 140 creates an image to be displayed on the monitor 30 using the image
data from the image processing part 110, the position coordinate data from the GPS device 22, and the position coordinate
data from the coordinate operation part 130, and transmits monitor image data to the monitor 30. The work area deter-
mination part 140 recognizes undulations (depressions and elevations) in the image from the image data from the camera
20, and adds data representing the contour lines 50-1 through 50-4 to the image data. Alternatively, in the case where
the data representing undulations (depressions and elevations) (distance data) are fed from the distance sensor 24, the
data representing the contour lines 50-1 through 50-4 may be created based on the position coordinate data fed from
the coordinate operation part 130.
[0040] Furthermore, the work area determination part specifies a work instruction area to be worked on inside the
dotted line frame 70 indicating a work area based on the data representing differences in height, and generates data
indicating the instruction area frame 60. As described above, in the case of the loading of earth and sand (this information
is input in advance by the operator), the instruction area frame 60 is formed so as to surround a part that is lower in level
in the work area.
[0041] The image data created in the work area determination part 140 are transmitted to the monitor 30 provided in
the operator room of the shovel and are displayed on the screen of the monitor 30. It is possible for the operator to
efficiently perform work by performing work, viewing the contour lines and the work instruction area on the screen of the
monitor 30.
[0042] Here, in the case where the control part 102 of the image display apparatus 100 is provided in the shovel, the
data from the camera 20, the position coordinate data 22, and the distance sensor 24 are transmitted to the control part
102 via interconnects inside the shovel. Furthermore, the image data to be displayed on the monitor 30 also are transmitted
to the monitor 30 via interconnects inside the shovel. Each of the camera 20, the position coordinate data 22, the distance
sensor 24, and the monitor 30 does not necessarily have to be connected to the control part 102 via interconnects, and
the data may be transmitted by radio transmission. The above-described embodiment, of which a description is given,
taking loading work as an example, is also effective for flattening work that requires formation of a horizontal surface.
[0043] Employment of radio transmission makes it possible to install the control part 102 and the display apparatus
30 in a location distant from the shovel. For example, in the case of performing work by remotely operating the shovel,
a remote operator is often prevented from having a view of a work area. Even in such a case, by remotely operating the
shovel while displaying an image based on the image data generated by the image display apparatus according to this
embodiment, it is possible to efficiently accomplish work. Furthermore, the monitor (image display part) 30 according to
the present invention may be implemented by a screen of a portable information terminal such as a smartphone.
[0044] The present invention is not limited to the specifically disclosed embodiment, and variations and modifications
may be made without departing from the scope of the present invention.
[0045] The present application is based on and claims the benefit of priority of Japanese Patent Application No.
2011-284095, filed on December 26, 2011, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0046] The present invention may be applied to an image display apparatus that displays an image of a work area of
a shovel.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0047]

1 lower-part traveling body
2 turning mechanism
3 upper-part turning body
4 boom
5 arm
6 bucket
7 boom cylinder
8 arm cylinder
9 bucket cylinder
10 cabin
20 camera
22 GPS device
24 distance sensor
30 monitor
40 truck
40a bed
50-1 through 50-4 contour line
60 frame
70 dotted frame
100 image forming apparatus
102 control part
110 image processing part
120 signal processing part
130 coordinate operation part
140 work area determination part

Claims

1. An image display apparatus for a shovel provided in the shovel that includes a lower-part traveling body, an upper-
part turning body turnably placed on the lower-part traveling body, and an attachment mounted on the upper-part
turning body, and performs work in a work area by driving the attachment, comprising:

an image display part configured to display the work area to be subjected to the work,
wherein an image captured with an image capturing device is subjected to image processing to indicate a
distribution of depressions and elevations, and is displayed on the image display part.

2. The image display apparatus for the shovel as claimed in claim 1, wherein an instruction area that indicates an area
to be worked on is displayed in the image.

3. The image display apparatus for the shovel as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the work area whose coordinates
are set in advance is displayed on the image display part.

4. The image display apparatus for the shovel as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the image display part is
installed in a location distant from the shovel.
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