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(54) Femoral component for an implantable hip prosthesis

(57) An orthopaedic hip prosthesis includes a femo-
ral head component including a spherical surface shaped
to engage a prosthetic acetabular component. A femoral
stem component, has a first shell including a neck con-
figured to be secured to the femoral head component
and an elongated body extending distally from the neck,
the first shell including a polymeric material. A core is
positioned in the first shell, the core including a first core
body extending into the neck of the first shell and a sec-
ond core body extending into the elongated body of the
first shell, the core being formed from a material having
a high tensile strength and a high elastic modulus. A sec-
ond shell extends over a proximal section of the elongat-
ed body of the first shell, the second shell being formed
from a metallic foam.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates generally to or-
thopaedic prostheses, and particularly to orthopaedic
prostheses for use in hip replacement surgery.
[0002] Joint arthroplasty is a well-known surgical pro-
cedure by which a diseased and/or damaged natural joint
is replaced by a prosthetic joint. The prosthetic joint may
include a prosthesis that is implanted into one or more
of the patient’s bones. Many hip prostheses include a
femoral prosthesis that is implanted into a patient’s fe-
mur. A femoral prosthesis typically includes an elongated
stem component that is received in the medullary canal
of the patient’s femur and a spherically-shaped head
component that bears against the patient’s acetabulum
or a prosthetic replacement acetabular cup.
[0003] Many femoral prostheses are formed from me-
tallic materials or a combination of metallic and polymeric
materials. According to Wolff’s law, a patient’s bone tis-
sue will remodel in proportion to the stress applied it.
Because elongated stem components formed from metal
typically have an elastic modulus greater than the elastic
modulus of the patient’s bone, metallic stem components
may shield the patient’s bone from stress such that the
proximal femoral bone does not remodel to an effective
degree, possibly resulting in a loss of support for the im-
plant and/or implant failures.
[0004] The invention provides an orthopaedic hip pros-
thesis which includes a femoral head component having
a spherical surface shaped to engage a prosthetic
acetabular component and a femoral stem component.
The stem component has a first shell including a neck
configured to be secured to the femoral head component
and an elongated body extending distally from the neck.
The first shell includes a polymeric material. The stem
component also includes a core that is positioned in the
first shell, and the core is formed from a material having
a high tensile strength and a high elastic modulus. The
core includes a first core body extending into the neck of
the first shell and a second core body extending into the
elongated body of the first shell. A second shell extends
over a proximal section of the elongated body of the first
shell and is formed from a metallic foam.
[0005] Optionally, the first shell may include a shoulder
having a distal surface, and the second shell may include
a proximal end which engages the distal surface of the
shoulder.
[0006] Optionally, the second core body of the core
may have a medial surface and a lateral surface posi-
tioned opposite the medial surface, and the second shell
may have a medial surface and a lateral surface posi-
tioned opposite the medial surface. When the orthopae-
dic hip prosthesis is viewed in a transverse plane, the
first shell and the second shell may define a first thickness
between a medial-most point of the medial surface of the
second shell and a medial-most point of the medial sur-
face of the first core body and a second thickness be-
tween a lateral-most point of the lateral surface of the

second shell and a lateral-most point of the lateral surface
of the first core body. The first thickness may be less than
the second thickness.
[0007] Optionally, when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis
is viewed in the transverse plane, the medial surface of
the first core body may be convex and the lateral surface
of the first core body is convex.
[0008] Optionally, when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis
is viewed in the transverse plane, the medial surface of
the first core body is defined by a first radius and the
lateral surface of the first core body is defined by a second
radius that is greater than the first radius.
[0009] Optionally, the transverse plane may be a first
transverse plane extending through the first shell, the
second shell, and the core, and the first shell may have
a medial surface and a lateral surface positioned oppo-
site the medial surface. When the orthopaedic hip pros-
thesis is viewed in a second transverse plane extending
through the orthopaedic hip prosthesis distal of the sec-
ond shell, a third thickness may be defined between a
medial-most point of the medial surface of the first shell
and a medial-most point of the medial surface of the first
core body. The third thickness may be greater than the
first thickness.
[0010] Optionally, the femoral head component may
include a tapered bore, and the neck of the first shell may
include a tapered post configured to be received in the
tapered bore of the femoral head component.
[0011] Optionally, the femoral head component may
include a body including the spherical surface. The fem-
oral head component may also include a polymeric insert
positioned in the body, and the insert may have the ta-
pered bore defined therein.
[0012] Optionally, the metallic foam shell may be
shaped to engage a surgically-prepared proximal end of
a patient’s femur. Optionally, the first shell may be formed
from a metal-polymer composite material. Optionally, the
material of the core may be selected from a group con-
sisting of a cobalt-chromium alloy and a titanium alloy.
[0013] The invention also provides an orthopaedic hip
prosthesis which includes an implantable distal stem
component including a core formed from a material hav-
ing a high tensile strength and a high elastic modulus
and a shell extending over the core. The shell including
a tapered post configured to be received in a tapered
bore of an implantable head component. The shell in-
cludes a polymeric material.
[0014] Optionally, when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis
is viewed in a transverse plane extending through the
shell and the core, a first thickness may be defined be-
tween a medial-most point of the shell and a medial-most
point of a medial surface of the core, and a second thick-
ness may be defined between a lateral-most point of the
shell and a lateral-most point of a lateral surface of the
core. The first thickness may be less than the second
thickness.
[0015] Optionally, the shell may include a sheath ex-
tending over a proximal end of the core and a cover layer
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extending distally from the sheath. The cover layer may
engage only a lateral surface of a distal end of the core.
[0016] Optionally, the shell may be formed from a met-
al-polymer composite material. Optionally, the core may
be formed from a cobalt-chromium alloy.
[0017] Optionally, the shell may be a first shell includ-
ing an elongated body, and the implantable distal stem
component may include a second shell extending over
a proximal section of the elongated body. The second
shell may be formed from a metallic foam. Optionally, the
second shell may be formed from titanium or a titanium
alloy. Optionally, the second shell is formed from a cobalt-
chromium alloy.
[0018] The invention also provides an orthopaedic hip
prosthesis which includes an implantable distal stem
component. The stem component includes a first shell,
a core positioned in the first shell, and a second shell.
The first shell includes a tapered post configured to be
received in a tapered bore of an implantable head com-
ponent and an elongated body extending distally from
the tapered post. The first shell is also formed from a
metal-polymer composite material. The elongated body
of the first shell includes a distal section shaped to en-
gage the surgically-prepared proximal end of a patient’s
femur distal of the second shell.
[0019] Optionally, the core is formed from a material
having a high tensile strength and a high elastic modulus.
Optionally, the core includes a first core body extending
into the tapered post of the first shell and a second core
body extending into the elongated body of the first shell.
Optionally, the second shell extends over a proximal sec-
tion of the elongated body of the first shell, and the second
shell is formed from a metallic foam and has a porous
outer surface shaped to engage the prepared proximal
end of a patient’s femur.
[0020] The invention is described below by way of ex-
ample with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an implantable hip
prosthesis.
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional elevation view of the hip
prosthesis of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the hip prosthesis,
along the line 3-3 in FIG. 2.
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the hip prosthesis,
along the line 4-4 in FIG. 2.
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another implantable
hip prosthesis.
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional elevation view of the hip
prosthesis of FIG. 5.
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the hip prosthesis,
along the line 7-7 in FIG. 5.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the hip prosthesis,
along the line 8-8 in FIG. 5.

[0021] Terms representing anatomical references,
such as anterior, posterior, medial, lateral, superior and

inferior, may be used throughout this document to refer
to the orthopaedic implants or prostheses and surgical
instruments described herein as well as to refer to the
patient’s natural anatomy. Such terms have well-under-
stood meanings in both the study of anatomy and the
field of orthopaedics. Use of such anatomical reference
terms in the this document is intended to be consistent
with their well-understood meanings unless noted other-
wise.
[0022] Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows an im-
plantable hip prosthesis 10 for use during a hip replace-
ment procedure, which includes a head component 12
and an elongated stem component 14 that is configured
to be inserted into an intramedullary canal of a patient’s
surgically-prepared (e.g., reamed and/or broached) fe-
mur. The head component 12 includes a spherical outer
surface 16 configured to engage a patient’s natural
acetabulum (not shown) or a prosthetic acetabular cup
implanted into the patient’s pelvic bone. The head com-
ponent 12 also includes a distal surface 18 having an
opening 20 defined therein, and an inner wall 164 (see
FIG. 2) extends inwardly from the opening 20 to define
a bore 22 in the head component 12.
[0023] The stem component 14 may be provided in a
number of different configurations in order to fit the needs
of a given patient’s anatomy. In particular, the stem com-
ponent 14 may be configured in various different lengths
to conform to the patient’s anatomy (e.g. a relatively long
stem component 14 for use with a long femur, or a rela-
tively short stem for use with a short femur). As shown
in FIG. 1, the stem component 14 includes a shell or
casing 24 and a shell 26 that is secured to the casing 24.
The casing 24 has a shoulder 28 that is engaged with a
proximal end 30 of the shell 26. The shoulder 28 defines
a collar 32 that has a neck 34 extending proximally and
medially from it.
[0024] The neck 34 is configured to be coupled to the
head component 12. In the device shown in the drawings,
the bore 22 of the head component 12 is tapered, and
the neck 34 of the stem component 14 includes a tapered
post 40 that is received in the tapered bore 22. When the
tapered post 40 is seated in the tapered bore 22, the
head component 12 is taper locked onto the stem com-
ponent 14. The neck and the head component may be
configured to be press fit or secured together by other
mechanical fastening means.
[0025] The casing 24 also includes an elongated body
50 that extends distally from the collar 32. As shown in
FIG. 2, the elongated body 50 includes a proximal section
52 that is positioned in the shell 26 and a distal section
54 that extends outwardly from the distal end 56 of the
shell 26. In the device shown in the drawings, the neck
34, the collar 32, and the elongated body 50 are formed
as a monolithic structure (e.g., a single moulded or cast
part). Components of the casing 24 (e.g., the neck 34,
the collar 32, and the body 50) may be formed as separate
components secured to one another by a mechanical
fastener (e.g., screw, bolt, taper fit, etc.), adhesive, or
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other suitable fastener.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 2, the casing 24 of the stem
component 14 encases an inner core 60. In the device
shown in the drawings, the inner core 60 is sized and
shaped to meet the minimum strength requirements of
the prosthesis 10, while the casing 24 and the shell 26
cooperate to define an external geometry of the stem
component 14 necessary to fit into the intramedullary ca-
nal of the patient’s femur. The minimum strength of the
core 60 is determined in accordance with International
Organization for Standardization Standard No.
7206-4:2010 "Implants for Surgery -- Partial and Total
Hip Joint Prostheses -- Part 4: Determination of Endur-
ance Properties and Performance of Stemmed Femoral
Components", and Standard No. 7206-6:1992 "Implants
for Surgery -- Partial and Total Hip Joint Prostheses --
Part 6: Determination of Endurance Properties of Head
and Neck Region of Stemmed Femoral Components".
The inner core 60 of the stem component 14 includes a
core body 62 having a proximal segment 64 and a distal
segment 66. The proximal segment 64 extends into the
neck 34 of the casing 24 to reinforce the tapered post
40, while the elongated distal segment 66 extends into
the elongated body 50 to reinforce that section of the
casing 24.
[0027] The inner core 60 is formed as a monolithic
structure (e.g., a single moulded or cast part). It is envis-
aged that the components of the core 60 (e.g., the seg-
ments 64, 66) may be formed as separate components
secured to one another by a mechanical fastener (e.g.,
screw, bolt, taper fit, etc.), adhesive, or other suitable
fastener. In the device shown in the drawings, the inner
core 60 is formed from an implant grade metallic material
having a high tensile strength and a high elastic modulus
(i.e., a high material stiffness). As used herein, the term
"high tensile strength" refers to a tensile strength that is
greater than 650 MPa. Additionally, as used herein, the
term "high elastic modulus" refers to an elastic modulus
or modulus of elasticity that is greater than or equal to
100 GPa. In the device shown in the drawings, the core
60 is formed from a cobalt-chromium alloy ("CoCr") hav-
ing a minimum ultimate tensile strength of 650 MPa and
an elastic modulus of approximately 195 GPa. The core
60 may be formed another material having a high tensile
strength and a high elastic modulus, including, for exam-
ple, a titanium alloy such as Ti-6Al-4V, which has a min-
imum ultimate tensile strength of 750 MPa and an elastic
modulus of approximately 105 GPa.
[0028] The core body 62 of the inner core 60 lies gen-
erally in the coronal plane of a patient’s body when the
prosthesis 10 is secured to the patient’s femur. As shown
in FIG. 2, the elongated distal segment 66 of the core
body 62 includes a medial surface 68 and a lateral sur-
face 70 positioned opposite the medial surface 88. When
the core 60 is viewed in the coronal plane, the core elon-
gated distal segment 66 has a thickness 72 at its proximal
end 74. As shown in FIG. 2, the thickness 72 is defined
between the surfaces 68, 70.

[0029] The distal segment 66 of the core body 62 has
a thickness 78 at its distal end 76 when the core 60 is
viewed in the coronal plane. The thickness 78, like the
thickness 72, is defined between the surfaces 68, 70 ad-
jacent to the distal end 76. In the device shown in the
drawings, the thickness 78 is less than the thickness 72.
In that way, the core body 62 tapers to decrease in thick-
ness between the proximal end 74 and the distal end 76.
[0030] As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the medial surface
68 and the lateral surface 70 of the distal segment 66 are
convex surfaces. As described in greater detail below,
the medial surface 68 is defined by a radius 80 that de-
creases in magnitude as the medial surface 68 extends
from the proximal end 74 of the distal segment 66 to the
distal end 76. The lateral surface 70 is defined by a radius
82 that, like the radius 80, decreases in magnitude as
the lateral surface 70 extends from the proximal end 74
of the distal segment 66 to the distal end 76. While the
radii 80, 82 decrease in magnitude, the magnitude of the
radius 82 of the lateral surface 70 is greater than the
magnitude of the radius 80 of the medial surface 68.
[0031] As described above, the casing 24 encases the
inner core 60. As shown in FIG. 2, the inner core 60 is
completely surrounded by the casing 24. Portions of the
inner core 60 may be exposed or extend from the casing
24. In the device shown in the drawings, the casing 24
is moulded over the inner core 60 and is formed from a
metal polymer composite material having a low elastic
modulus. As used herein, a "low elastic modulus" refers
to an elastic modulus or modulus of elasticity similar to
that of a patient’s natural femur, which is between about
10 GPa and 20 GPa.
[0032] In the device shown in the drawings, the casing
24 is formed from a composite reinforced polymer such
as, for example, carbon-fibre reinforced polyetherether-
ketone ("PEEK"). The composite has an elastic modulus
of approximately 21.5 GPa and an ultimate tensile
strength of approximately 223 MPa. In that way, the cas-
ing 24 has an elastic modulus that is closer to that of a
patient’s femur. The casing 24 may be formed any com-
posite or polymeric material having a low elastic modulus,
such as, for example, a glass-filled polymer such as
glass-filled PEEK, a non-reinforced polymer such as neat
PEEK, or other reinforced or non-reinforced polymer.
[0033] As described above, the stem component 14 of
the prosthesis 10 also includes a shell 26 that is secured
to the proximal section 52 of the casing 24. The shell 26
is formed from a metallic foam matrix having a low elastic
modulus. In the device shown in the drawings, the shell
26 is formed from a foam matrix of titanium having an
elastic modulus of approximately 10 GPa and an ultimate
tensile strength of the foam matrix of titanium is approx-
imately 35 MPa. In that way, the shell 26 has an elastic
modulus that is closer to that of a patient’s femur. The
shell 26 may be formed any metallic foam matrix having
a low elastic modulus, such as, for example, a CoCr foam
matrix having an elastic modulus of approximately 19
GPa, a CoCr alloy foam matrix, a titanium alloy foam
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matrix, or other foam matrix.
[0034] As shown in FIG. 1, the casing 24 and the shell
26 have outer surfaces 90, 92, respectively. The outer
surfaces 90, 92 define the external geometry of the pros-
thesis 10. As such, the outer surfaces 90, 92 engage the
portion of the patient’s femur defining the intramedullary
canal when the prosthesis 10 is inserted into the proximal
end of the patient’s surgically-prepared femur. In the de-
vice shown in the drawings, the outer surface 92 of the
shell 26 is porous to enable bone ingrowth fixation, and
the outer surface 90 of the casing 24 is non-porous. The
casing 24 may also be porous. The stem component 14
may not include the foam shell 26. The outer surface of
the casing may then define the entire external geometry
of the stem component 14.
[0035] As shown in FIG. 2, the elongated body 50 of
the casing 24, the distal segment 66 of the inner core 60,
and the shell 26 cooperate to define a longitudinal axis
94 of the stem component 14. The distal segment 66 of
the inner core 60 has a longitudinal axis 96 that is offset
from the axis 94 of the stem component 14. In the device
shown in the drawings, the axis 96 is offset in the medial
direction from the axis 94 such that the distal segment
66 of the inner core 60 is biassed toward the medial side
98 of the stem component 14 and away from the lateral
side 100 of the stem component 14. Additionally, in the
proximal section 52 of the casing 24, the thickness of the
casing 24 and the shell 26 on the lateral side 100 of the
stem component 14 is greater than the thickness of the
casing 24 and the shell 26 on the medial side 98 of the
stem component 14.
[0036] For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the casing 24
and the shell 26 have a combined lateral thickness 110
and a combined medial thickness 112 when viewed in a
transverse plane extending through the proximal section
52 of the casing 24. The lateral thickness 110 is defined
between a lateral-most point 114 of the lateral surface
70 of the inner core 60 and a lateral-most point 116 of
an outer surface 92 of the shell 26. The medial thickness
112 of the casing 24 is defined between a medial-most
point 120 of the medial surface 68 of the inner core 60
and a medial-most point 122 of an outer surface 92 of
the shell 26. Each of the points 114, 116, 120, 122 lies
in a common plane, as indicated by an imaginary line 126.
[0037] As shown in FIG. 3, the lateral thickness 110 is
greater than the medial thickness 112. In other words,
the combined thickness 110 of the shell 26 and the casing
24 on the lateral side 100 of the stem component 14 is
greater than the combined thickness 112 of the shell 26
and the casing 24 on the medial side 98 of the stem com-
ponent 14. In the device shown in the drawings, the lateral
thickness 110 is greater than 5 mm, and the medial thick-
ness 112 is greater than 2 mm.
[0038] The combined lateral thickness 110 includes a
thickness 130 of the casing 24 and a thickness 132 of
the shell 26. As shown in FIG. 3, the thickness 130 is
defined between the lateral-most point 114 of the lateral
surface 70 of the inner core 60 and a lateral-most point

134 of a lateral surface 136 of the casing 24. The lateral-
most point 134 of the inner core 60 lies in the common
plane with the other points 114, 116, 120, 122. The thick-
ness 132 of the shell 26 is defined between the lateral-
most point 134 of the lateral surface 136 of the casing
24 and the lateral-most point 116 of an outer surface 92
of the shell 26. In the device shown in the drawings, the
lateral thickness 130 of the casing 24 is greater than the
lateral thickness 132 of the shell 26.
[0039] Similarly, the combined medial thickness 112
includes a thickness 140 of the casing 24 and a thickness
142 of the shell 26. As shown in FIG. 3, the thickness
140 is defined between the medial-most point 120 of the
medial surface 68 of the inner core 60 and a medial-most
point 144 of a medial surface 146 of the casing 24. The
medial-most point 144 of the inner core 60 lies in the
common plane with the other points 114, 116, 120, 122,
134. The thickness 142 of the shell 26 is defined between
the medial-most point 144 of the medial surface 146 of
the casing 24 and the medial-most point 122 of an outer
surface 92 of the shell 26. In the device shown in the
drawings, the medial thickness 140 of the casing 24 is
greater than the medial thickness 142 of the shell 26.
[0040] In the distal section 54 of the casing 24, the
thickness of the casing 24 on the lateral side 100 of the
stem component 14 is also greater than the thickness of
the casing 24 on the medial side 98 of the stem compo-
nent 14. For example, as shown in FIG. 4, casing 24 has
a lateral thickness 150 and a medial thickness 152 when
viewed in a transverse plane extending through the distal
section 54. The lateral thickness 150 is defined between
a lateral-most point 154 of the lateral surface 70 of the
inner core 60 and a lateral-most point 156 of the outer
surface 90 of the casing 24. The medial thickness 152
of the casing 24 is defined between a medial-most point
158 of the medial surface 68 of the inner core 60 and a
medial-most point 160 of the surface 90 of the casing 24.
As shown in FIG. 4, the lateral thickness 150 is greater
than 4.5 mm. In that way, the lateral thickness 150 of the
casing 24 is greater than the lateral thickness 130.
[0041] Returning to FIG. 2, the prosthesis 10 also in-
cludes a head component 12 that may be secured to the
stem component 14. As described above, the head com-
ponent 12 includes a tapered bore 22 that receives a
tapered post 40 of the stem component 14. In the device
shown in the drawings, the tapered bore 22 is defined in
an insert 162 formed from a polymeric material such as,
for example, polyetheretherketone ("PEEK") or poly-
ether-ketoneketone ("PEKK"). As shown in FIG. 2, the
insert 162 includes the opening 20 defined in the distal
surface 18 and an inner wall 164 extends inwardly from
the opening 20 to define the bore 22. In that way, the
composite tapered post 40 of the stem component 14
engages the polymeric insert 162 when the head com-
ponent 12 is secured to the stem component 14.
[0042] The insert 162 is secured to a body 166 of the
head component 12 formed from an implant grade me-
tallic material such as, for example, a cobalt-chromium
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alloy ("CoCr") or a titanium alloy such as Ti-6Al-4V. As
shown in FIG. 2, the body 166 has an aperture 168 de-
fined therein, and the insert 162 is positioned in the ap-
erture 168. In the device shown in the drawings, the insert
162 is injection moulded into the body 166. The insert
162 may be formed separately from the body 166 and
later secured to the body 166 by means of a locking de-
vice such as mechanical fixation. It is also envisaged that
he head component 12 may be entirely formed from an
implant grade metallic material.
[0043] In use, the prosthesis 10 is inserted into a prox-
imal end of a patient’s surgically-prepared femur. The
elongated stem component 14 is received in the in-
tramedullary canal and the casing 24 and the shell 26
engage the portion of the patient’s femur surrounding the
canal. As described above, the inner core 60 is sized and
shaped to meet the minimum strength requirements of
the prosthesis 10, while the casing 24 and the shell 26
cooperate to provide the stem component 14 with the
external geometry necessary to fit into the intramedullary
canal. The combination of the high tensile strength/high
elastic modulus core 60 with the low modulus casing 24
and the low modulus shell 26 results in a reduced stiff-
ness for the stem component 14 such that stress shield-
ing of the patient’s bone is reduced.
[0044] FIGS. 5 to 8 show another implantable hip pros-
thesis 210 which is similar to the prosthesis 10 described
above with reference to FIGS. 1 to 4. As such, the same
reference numbers are used below to identify features
of the prosthesis 210 shown in FIGS. 5 to 8 that are the
same as those included in the prosthesis 10 shown in
FIGS 1 to 4. The implantable hip prosthesis 210 includes
a head component 12 and an elongated stem component
214 that is configured to be inserted into an intramedul-
lary canal of a patient’s surgically-prepared (e.g., reamed
and/or broached) femur. As described above, the stem
component may not include a metallic foam shell secured
to the casing. As shown in FIG. 5, the stem component
214 includes a core 220 and a shell or casing 224 secured
to the core 220. The stem component 214 does not in-
clude a metallic foam shell such that the core 220 and
the casing 224 cooperate to define the external geometry
of the stem component.
[0045] The casing 224 includes a neck 34 that is con-
figured to be coupled to the head component 12. Like
the device shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, the neck 34 includes
a tapered post 40 that is received in the tapered bore 22
of the head component 12. The casing 224 also includes
a sheath 230 that extends distally from a proximal end
232 attached to the neck 34 and a cover layer 234 that
extends distally from the sheath 230 to a distal end 236.
In the device shown in the drawings, the neck 34, the
sheath 230 and the cover layer 234 are formed as a mon-
olithic structure. It is envisaged that the components of
the casing 224 may be formed as separate components.
The separate components may be secured to one an-
other by a mechanical fastener (e.g., screw, bolt, taper
fit, etc.), adhesive, or other suitable fastener or secured

separately to the core 220.
[0046] As shown in FIG. 5, the core 220 is sized and
shaped to meet the minimum strength requirements of
the prosthesis 10, while the casing 224 defines an exter-
nal geometry of the stem component 14 necessary to fit
into the intramedullary canal of the patient’s femur. A
suitable core is disclosed in US-A-2013/0338789. The
core 220 is formed as a monolithic structure (e.g., a single
moulded or cast part). It is envisaged that the compo-
nents of the core 220 may be formed as separate com-
ponents secured to one another by a mechanical fastener
(e.g., screw, bolt, taper fit, etc.), adhesive, or other suit-
able fastener. The core 220 is formed from an implant
grade metallic material having a high tensile strength and
a high elastic modulus (i.e., a high material stiffness). In
the device shown in the drawings, the core 220 is formed
from a cobalt-chromium alloy ("CoCr") having a minimum
ultimate tensile strength of 650 MPa and an elastic mod-
ulus of approximately 195 GPa. The core 220 may be
formed any material having a high tensile strength and
a high elastic modulus, including, for example, a titanium
alloy such as Ti-6Al-4V, which has a minimum ultimate
tensile strength of 750 MPa and an elastic modulus of
approximately 105 GPa.
[0047] In the device shown in the drawings, the casing
224 moulded over the core 220. The casing 224 is formed
from a composite reinforced polymer such as, for exam-
ple, carbon-fibre reinforced polyetheretherketone
("PEEK"). The composite has an elastic modulus of ap-
proximately 21.5 GPa and an ultimate tensile strength of
approximately 223 MPa. In that way, the casing 224 has
an elastic modulus that is closer to that of a patient’s
femur. It is envisaged that the casing 24 may be formed
any composite or polymeric material having a low elastic
modulus, such as, for example, a glass-filled polymer
such as glass-filled PEEK, a non-reinforced polymer
such as neat PEEK, or other reinforced or non-reinforced
polymer.
[0048] As shown in FIG. 5, the sheath 230 of the casing
224 has an outer surface 240, and the cover layer 234
has an outer surface 242. The outer surfaces 240, 242
define a portion of the external geometry of the prosthesis
10. As such, the outer surfaces 240, 242 engage a portion
of the patient’s femur defining the intramedullary canal
when the implant 10 is inserted into the proximal end of
the patient’s surgically-prepared femur. In the device
shown in the drawings, the outer surface 240 of the
sheath 230 is porous to enable bone ingrowth fixation,
and the outer surface 242 of the cover layer 234 is non-
porous. It is envisaged that the cover layer 234 may be
porous.
[0049] As shown in FIG. 6, the core 220 of the stem
component 214 includes a proximal core body 244 and
an elongated distal core body 246 extending from the
proximal core body 244. The proximal core body 244
extends into the neck 34 of the casing 224 to reinforce
the tapered post 40, while the elongated distal core body
246 extends through the sheath 230 of the casing 224.
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In the device shown in the drawings, the distal core body
246 includes a core segment 250 that is positioned in the
sheath 230, and a core segment 252 that is positioned
distal of the sheath 230. The sheath 230 is attached to
and encases a medial surface 254 and a lateral surface
256 of the core segment 252.
[0050] The core body 246 (i.e., the core segments 250,
252) and the casing 224 (i.e., the sheath 230 and cover
layer 234) cooperate to define a longitudinal axis 260 of
the stem component 214. The core body 246 has a lon-
gitudinal axis 262. As shown in FIG.6, the axis 262 is
offset from the axis 260 in the medial direction such that
the core body 246 is biassed toward a medial side 98 of
the stem component 214 and away from the lateral side
100 of the stem component 214. Additionally, the thick-
ness of the casing 224 on the lateral side 100 of the stem
component 214 is greater than the thickness of the casing
224 on the medial side 98 of the stem component 214.
[0051] For example, as shown in FIG. 7, the sheath
230 has a lateral thickness 270 and a medial thickness
272 when viewed in a transverse plane extending
through the sheath 230 and the core segment 250. The
lateral thickness 270 of the sheath 230 is defined be-
tween a lateral-most point 274 of the lateral surface 256
of the core segment 250 and a lateral-most point 278 of
the outer surface 240 of the sheath 230. The medial thick-
ness 272 of the sheath 230 is defined between a medial-
most point 280 of a medial surface 254 of the core seg-
ment 250 and a medial-most point 284 of the outer sur-
face 240 of the sheath 230. Each of the points 274, 278,
280, 284 lies in a common plane, as indicated by an im-
aginary line 286.
[0052] As shown in FIG. 7, the lateral thickness 270 is
greater than the medial thickness 272. In other words,
the thickness 270 of the casing 224 on the lateral side
100 of the stem component 214 is greater than the thick-
ness 272 of the casing 224 on the medial side 98 of the
stem component 214. In the device shown in the draw-
ings, the lateral thickness 270 is greater than 5 mm and
the medial thickness 272 is between 2 and 4.5 mm.
[0053] In the device shown in the drawings, the cover
layer 234 of the casing 224 decreases in thickness as it
extends distally along the core segment 252. For exam-
ple, as shown in FIG. 8, the cover layer 234 has a lateral
thickness 290 when viewed in a transverse plane that
extends through the cover layer 234 and the core seg-
ment 252. The lateral thickness 290 is defined between
a lateral-most point 292 of a lateral surface 294 of the
core segment 252 and a lateral-most point 296 of the
outer surface 242 of the cover layer 234. As shown in
FIG. 9, the lateral thickness 290 is greater than 4.5 mm.
[0054] In use, the prosthesis 210 is inserted into a prox-
imal end of a patient’s surgically-prepared femur. The
elongated stem component 214 is received in the in-
tramedullary canal and the sheath 230 and the cover
layer 234 of the casing 224 engage the portion of the
patient’s femur surrounding the canal. As described
above, the core 220 is sized and shaped to meet the

minimum strength requirements of the prosthesis 210,
while the casing 224 is configured to possess the external
geometry necessary to fit into the intramedullary canal.
The combination of the high tensile strength/high elastic
modulus core 220 with the low modulus casing 224 re-
sults in a reduced stiffness for the prosthesis 210 such
that stress shielding of the patient’s bone is reduced.

Claims

1. An orthopaedic hip prosthesis, comprising:

a femoral head component including a spherical
surface shaped to engage a prosthetic acetab-
ular component, and
a femoral stem component, comprising:

a first shell including a neck configured to
be secured to the femoral head component
and an elongated body extending distally
from the neck, the first shell including a pol-
ymeric material,
a core positioned in the first shell, the core
including a first core body extending into the
neck of the first shell and a second core
body extending into the elongated body of
the first shell, the core being formed from a
material having a high tensile strength and
a high elastic modulus, and
a second shell extending over a proximal
section of the elongated body of the first
shell, the second shell being formed from a
metallic foam.

2. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 1, in which
the first shell includes a shoulder having a distal sur-
face, and the second shell includes a proximal end
that is engaged with the distal surface of the shoul-
der.

3. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 1, in which:

the second core body of the core has a medial
surface and a lateral surface positioned oppo-
site the medial surface,
the second shell has a medial surface and a lat-
eral surface positioned opposite the medial sur-
face, and
when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis is viewed
in a transverse plane, the first shell and the sec-
ond shell define (i) a first thickness between a
medial-most point of the medial surface of the
second shell and a medial-most point of the me-
dial surface of the first core body and (ii) a sec-
ond thickness between a lateral-most point of
the lateral surface of the second shell and a lat-
eral-most point of the lateral surface of the first
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core body, and (iii) the first thickness is less than
the second thickness.

4. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 3, in which
when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis is viewed in the
transverse plane, the medial surface of the first core
body is convex and the lateral surface of the first
core body is convex.

5. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 4, in which
when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis is viewed in the
transverse plane, the medial surface of the first core
body is defined by a first radius and the lateral sur-
face of the first core body is defined by a second
radius that is greater than the first radius.

6. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 3, in which:

the transverse plane is a first transverse plane
extending through the first shell, the second
shell, and the core,
the first shell has a medial surface and a lateral
surface positioned opposite the medial surface,
and
when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis is viewed
in a second transverse plane extending through
the orthopaedic hip prosthesis distal of the sec-
ond shell, a third thickness is defined between
a medial-most point of the medial surface of the
first shell and a medial-most point of the medial
surface of the first core body, the third thickness
is greater than the first thickness.

7. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 1, in which
the femoral head component includes a tapered
bore, and the neck of the first shell includes a tapered
post configured to be received in the tapered bore
of the femoral head component, and in which option-
ally the femoral head component includes a body
including the spherical surface, and a polymeric in-
sert positioned in the body, the insert having the ta-
pered bore defined therein.

8. An orthopaedic hip prosthesis, comprising an im-
plantable distal stem component which includes (i)
a core formed from a material having a high tensile
strength and a high elastic modulus, and (ii) a shell
extending over the core, the shell including a tapered
post configured to be received in a tapered bore of
an implantable head component, in which the shell
includes a polymeric material.

9. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 9, in which
when the orthopaedic hip prosthesis is viewed in a
transverse plane extending through the shell and the
core, (i) a first thickness is defined between a medial-
most point of the shell and a medial-most point of a
medial surface of the core, and (ii) a second thick-

ness is defined between a lateral-most point of the
shell and a lateral-most point of a lateral surface of
the core, the first thickness being less than the sec-
ond thickness.

10. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 9, in which
the shell includes a sheath extending over a proximal
end of the core, and a cover layer extending distally
from the sheath, the cover layer engaging only a lat-
eral surface of a distal end of the core.

11. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 1 or claim
9, in which the shell is formed from a metal-polymer
composite material.

12. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 1 or claim
9, in which the core is formed from a cobalt-chromium
alloy or a titanium alloy.

13. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 9, in which
the shell is a first shell including an elongated body,
and the implantable distal stem component includes
a second shell extending over a proximal section of
the elongated body, the second shell being formed
from a metallic foam.

14. The orthopaedic hip prosthesis of claim 13, in which
the second shell is formed from a titanium alloy or a
cobalt-chromium alloy.

15. An orthopaedic hip prosthesis, comprising an im-
plantable distal stem component which comprises:

a first shell including a tapered post configured
to be received in a tapered bore of an implant-
able head component and an elongated body
extending distally from the tapered post, the first
shell being formed from a metal-polymer com-
posite material,
a core positioned in the first shell, the core being
formed from a material having a high tensile
strength and a high elastic modulus and includ-
ing a first core body extending into the tapered
post of the first shell and a second core body
extending into the elongated body of the first
shell, and
a second shell extending over a proximal section
of the elongated body of the first shell, the sec-
ond shell being formed from a metallic foam and
including a porous outer surface shaped to en-
gage a surgically-prepared proximal end of a pa-
tient’s femur,
in which the elongated body includes a distal
section shaped to engage the surgically-pre-
pared proximal end of a patient’s femur distal of
the second shell.
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