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Description

AREA OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
supplying ventilation gas to the lungs of a patient during
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, CPR, more specifically
mechanical cardiopulmonary resuscitation, mCPR.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] When a patient suffers cardiac arrest, it is re-
quired to initiate life-saving techniques as soon as pos-
sible, preferably within 8 minutes. If there is no blood flow
for more than about 15 minutes, the brain and other or-
gans will normally develop irreparable damage.
[0003] A previously known type of CPR is to manually
compress the breastbone of the patient and to mechan-
ically inflate the lungs of the patient.
[0004] A mechanical device for performing mCPR is
known in Sweden under the trademark LUCAS® and is
described in the documents SE 521141 and WO
2005/046558. Generally, the device comprises a piston
that presses a cup shaped plate towards the sternum to
compress the heart and thorax positioned there below in
a compression stroke. The plate may be attached to the
body of the patient, for example by means of a suction
pressure inside the cup shaped plate or by means of an
adhesive. When the plate is actively withdrawn, the ster-
num is lifted in order to forcedly expand the thorax of the
patient. The movement stroke of the plate may be about
20% of the vertical distance over the thorax. The stroke
cycle may be about 100 strokes/min. The active stroke
may take about 0.1 seconds both down and up and there
may be about 0.2 seconds of rest between each move-
ment.
[0005] When performing mCPR with the above-men-
tioned device, oxygen may be supplied via a tracheal
tube inserted into the trachea of the patient. The tracheal
tube comprises a central channel with a diameter of about
6-10 mm and several small channels arranged in the wall
of the tube. The tracheal tube may be of the Boussignac
type, for example a tracheal tube included in a Boussig-
nac Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation System sold by VY-
GON, BP 7-95440 Ecouen, France under Ref 6508.70.
Such a tracheal tube is for example disclosed in US
5036847.
[0006] The small channels can be used for different
purposes. In the present context they may be used for
supplying oxygen gas to an area adjacent the bronchi of
the patient. In this way, sufficient amount of oxygen is
supplied to the patient and sufficient amount of carbon
dioxide is removed by the volume changes developed
during the thorax compression and by eliminating the
"dead space" in the ventilation.
[0007] EP 0029352 A1 discloses a cardiopulmonary
resuscitator compring a reciprocatable cardiac compres-
sor means for cyclically compressing a patient’s chest

and a ventilating means for inflating the patient’s lungs
to a benign limiting pressure such as between 10 and 60
cm of water over a period encompassing at least one and
preferably three cycles of the compressor means. The
resuscitator includes ventilator output control means for
(i) preventing retrograde and exhale flow from the pa-
tient’s lungs during the systolic portion of the cycle of the
compressor means thus providing for a pressure in-
crease in the patient’s lungs due to compression of the
patient’s chest to a level well above that of the limiting
pressure, for example to between 75 and 200 cm water,
and (ii) periodically venting the patient’s lungs, for exam-
ple for two cycles of the compressor means.
[0008] EP 1820484 A2 discloses an apparatus for au-
tomatic delivery of chest compressions and ventilation
to a patient, the apparatus including: a chest compress-
ing device configured to deliver compression phases dur-
ing which pressure is applied to compress the chest and
decompression phases during which approximately zero
pressure is applied to the chest; a ventilator configured
to deliver positive, negative, or approximately zero pres-
sure to the airway; control circuitry and processor, where-
in the circuitry and processor are configured to cause the
chest compressing device to repeatedly deliver a set con-
taining a plurality of first type flow cycles, each first type
flow cycle comprising a first type decompression phase
and a first type compression phase, and at least one sec-
ond type flow cycle interspersed between sets of first
type flow cycles, each second type flow cycle comprising
a second type decompression phase and a second type
compression phase, wherein the second type decom-
pression phase is substantially longer than the first type
decompression phase.
[0009] US 5,806,512 discloses a method and appara-
tus for resuscitating the cardiac/pulmonary activity of a
patient and includes the use of pneumatically controlled
inflatable/deflatable cuffs secured over the patient’s legs
and abdomen and optionally the chest. The cuffs are pref-
erably inflated and deflated at a cyclical rate of 10-40
cycles/min with the inflation/deflation mode of the chest
cuff, if used, being out-of-phase with the operation of the
abdominal cuff. A ventilator and face mask may be used
to supply breathable air to the patient’s airway in con-
junction with the cyclical operation of the cuffs.
[0010] US 5,492,115 discloses a resuscitation breath-
ing apparatus, which includes a high pressure source of
breathable gas and an inhalation chamber having an inlet
and an outlet. A face mask is connected to the outlet of
the inhalation chamber. Inhalation and exhalation check
valves in the face mask allow air to enter and exit a pa-
tient’s lungs. An inhalation valve, connected between the
inhalation chamber and the high pressure source, is con-
trolled to open and close the inhalation valve when the
pressure reaches first and second values, respectively.
The inhalation chamber is vented to lower the pressure
within the chamber after the inhalation valve is closed.
The apparatus further includes a chest compressor in
the form of an inflatable cuff for applying pressure to the
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patient’s lungs during the exhalation phase. The cuff is
inflated by gas from the high pressure source when the
inhalation valve is closed.
[0011] One of the problems of CPR that needs atten-
tion, is to obtain a sufficient pressure differential between
the aorta and the right atrium, so that a sufficient coronary
perfusion pressure is obtained, otherwise the heart will
suffer permanent damage. Another problem is to obtain
a low pressure in the pulmonary veins wherein blood is
transported from the body and into the thorax, so that a
sufficient refill of the thorax is obtained.
[0012] In an article entitle: "continuous intratracheal in-
sufflation of oxygen improves the efficacy of mechanical
chest compression-active decompression CPR", pub-
lished in Resuscitation 62 (2004), pages 219-227, the
authors, Stig Steen et al, advocate that a continuous in-
sufflation of oxygen (CIO) is superior over intermittent
positive pressure ventilation (IPPV). The article shows
that CIO results in an improved coronary perfusion pres-
sure compared to IPPV.
[0013] However, there is a need for still better perform-
ance of mCPR.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014] Accordingly, an object of the present invention
is to mitigate, alleviate or eliminate one or more of the
above-identified deficiencies and disadvantages singly
or in any combination. The present invention is defined
in independent claim 1. In an aspect, there is provided a
device for providing ventilation gas to a patient during a
cardiopulmonary resuscitation cycle in which compres-
sion of a thorax of the patient is performed cyclically in-
cluding a compression stroke and a decompression
stroke, defining a cycle time for supplying oxygenated
blood to the heart, said device comprising: a gas supply
tube having a distal end; a source of gas for supplying
said ventilation gas to a proximal end of said gas supply
tube for delivery of said ventilation gas at the distal end
of the gas supply tube; a switch valve for initiating and
terminating the supply of gas via the gas supply tube; a
control device for receiving a synchronization signal
based on a said cardiopulmonary resuscitation cycle;
wherein said device is operated for synchronizing said
operation of the switch valve with said cardiopulmonary
resuscitation cycle based on said synchronization signal
so that the switch valve operates with the same cycle
time as the cardiopulmonary resuscitation cycle time but
off-set in relation to the cardiopulmonary resuscitation
cycle. According to the invention, the distal end of said
gas supply tube is arranged in a trachea of the patient;
and an off-set is arranged so that that the following ac-
tions takes place: said control device is operated for in-
itiating the supply of gas based on the synchronization
signal so that the gas supply is initated between 25% and
2% of the cycle time before the start of a compression
stroke or between 25% and 48% of the cycle time after
the termination of a compression stroke; and said control

device is operated for terminating the supply of gas based
on the synchronization signal so that the gas supply is
terminated between 2% and 30% of the cycle time after
the start of a compression stroke or between 52% and
80% of the cycle time after the termination of a compres-
sion stroke; and wherein said cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation cycle is provided by a mechanical cardiopulmonary
resuscitation device comprising a cup shaped member,
which is operated by a drive mechanism, so that when
the drive mechanism is operated, the cup shaped mem-
ber compresses the thorax of the patient in said com-
pression stroke.
[0015] In an embodiment, the cup shaped member
may be exposed to a vacuum pressure source, connect-
ing the cup shaped member to the thorax, so that a ster-
num is actively moved upwards during a decompression
stroke.
[0016] The synchronization signal may be provided by
a pressure plate arranged at the patient and exposed to
compression forces during a compression stroke and
comprising a compression switch which is activated
when a pressure is excerted on the pressure plate for
activation of said switch upon compression of the thorax.
The synchronization signal may be provided by a gas
pressure meter measuring pressure in the gas supplied
to the patient, adjacent the distal end of the gas supply
tube. The synchronization signal may be provided by a
blood pressure meter measuring blood pressure in a vas-
cular system of the patient. The synchronization signal
may be provided by a gas flow meter measuring gas flow
out from the lungs to the surroundings.
[0017] In another embodiment, the device may further
comprise a constriction valve controlling the flow of gas
out from the lungs of the patient to the surroundings via
a ventilation tube for closing said constriction valve when
the supply of gas is activated.
[0018] The cycle time may be 60 to 120 cycles per
minute. The distal end of said gas supply tube may be
arranged just above the connection between the trachea
and the bronchi. The distal end of said gas supply tube
may be provided in a tracheal tube, the distal end of which
is arranged 1 to 3 cm above the connection between the
trachea and the bronchi.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] Further objects, features and advantages of the
invention will appear from the following description of
several embodiments of the invention with reference to
the drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of the tho-
rax of a patient showing the heart in a horizontal sec-
tion and the lungs in a vertical section;
Fig. 2 is a schematic longitudinal sectional view of
the patient of Fig. 1, provided with a mCPR device;
Fig. 3 is an enlarged, schematical, longitudinal sec-
tional view of the patient of Fig. 2 showing the ar-
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rangement of the tracheal tube;
Fig. 4 is a schematic view of the tracheal tube of Fig.
3 connected to a gas supply;
Fig. 5 is a schematic view of an alternative embod-
iment of the connection of the tracheal tube to a gas
supply:
Fig. 6 is perspective view of a mCPR device;
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the mCPR device of
Fig. 6 adapted on the patient;
Fig. 8 is a schematic view of an alternative connec-
tion of the tracheal tube to the surrounding atmos-
phere:
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing the timings of the supply
of gas in relation to the movement of the mCPR de-
vice;
Fig. 10 is a diagram showing mCPR with intermittent
supply of oxygen according to the invention;
Fig. 11 is a diagram showing mCPR with continuous
supply of oxygen according to a prior art CIO system.
Fig. 12 is a diagram similar to Fig. 9 of the timings
of an alternative embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0020] Below, several embodiments of the invention
will be described with references to the drawings. These
embodiments are described in illustrating purpose in or-
der to enable a skilled person to carry out the invention
and to disclose the best mode. However, such embodi-
ments do not limit the invention. Moreover, other combi-
nations of the different features are possible within the
scope of the invention.
[0021] Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional view of the thorax of
a patient, comprising a heart 1 in a horizontal section and
two lungs 2, 3 in a vertical section. The heart 1 is posi-
tioned between a sternum 4 and a spine 5, which are
shown schematically.
[0022] The heart 1 comprises a right atrium 11 con-
nected to the vena cava 12 and a right ventricle 13 con-
nected to the lung arteries 14. The blood is returned from
the lungs to the left atrium 15 via the lung veins 16 and
is pumped out to the aorta 18 by means of the left ventricle
17. The coronary arteries 19 supply blood to the heart
and extends from the aorta 18 to the right atrium 11.
[0023] When the thorax is compressed by a mCPR de-
vice 20, see Fig. 2, substantially the same pressure exists
in the right and left atriums as well as the right and left
ventricles. Thus, there is no substantial pressure differ-
ential between the aorta and the right atrium, and no
blood flows in the coronary arteries 19.
[0024] When the compression of the thorax is relieved,
the rib bones will tend to move the sternum back to the
normal position. This movement may be supported or
augmented by the mCPR device as described above.
The blood pressure in the thorax decreases and, thus,
the pressure in the right atrium decreases simultaneous-
ly. Since the aortic valve now is closed, a pressure dif-
ferential over the coronary vessels 19 is developed and

oxygenated blood is supplied to the heart.
[0025] During the compression phase, some air is ex-
haled out of the lungs via the bronchi and trachea. During
the decompression phase, some air is inhaled. However,
since the frequency of compression and decompression
may be about 100 strokes per minute, only small amount
of air will be inhaled and exhaled, not exceeding the dead
space of the bronchi and trachea. Thus, no new or fresh
air is entered into the lungs, only the same air that is
present in the bronchi and trachea is moved back and
forth. Thus, in the prior art, a forced ventillation may be
used.
[0026] In order to circumvent the dead space and pro-
vide a sufficient amount of oxygen and a sufficient re-
moval of carbon dioxide to the lungs, oxygen may be
supplied at a distal end 22 of a gas supply tube, as shown
in Figs. 2 and 3. In this way, the dead space can be
reduced and a sufficient gas balance of the patient can
be achieved without the need for forced ventilation, which
is separate from the mCPR device. The gas supply tube
may be a tracheal tube 21, which is open to the atmos-
phere at the proximal end 25 and may form a flow restric-
tion, as will be explained in greater detail below.
[0027] The tracheal tube 21 may comprise several
channels as shown in Fig. 3. A first large central channel
23 connects the lungs to the surrounding atmosphere.
In addition, there are several, such as four, smaller chan-
nels 24, one of which is shown in Fig. 3. These channels
may be used for different purposes, such as the supply
of medical agents. In the present embodiment, one or
several of these channels are used for the supply of a
gas, such as oxygen. Thus, the supply of gas takes place
at the distal end 22 of the tracheal tube 21. In this way,
the dead space is reduced.
[0028] As shown in Fig. 3, the tracheal tube 21 also
comprises an expandable balloon 26 connected to a
small channel 27 so that the balloon can be inflated to
immobilize the tracheal tube 21 in the trachea 31 imme-
diately above the bronchi 32, 33.
[0029] As further shown in Fig. 3, the inner side of the
mouth of the tracheal tube may be chamfered 29 so that
the gas channel 24 opens inside the distal end 22 of the
tracheal tube.
[0030] Another channel 28, shown in Fig. 4, may be
connected to a pressure meter 34 as shown in Fig. 4, so
that the pressure at the distal end 22 of the tracheal tube
can be measured.
[0031] As shown in Fig. 4, a source 35 of gas is con-
nected to the tracheal tube 21. Gas is supplied from the
gas source 35 via a switch valve 36, which is capable of
initiating and stopping the supply of gas under the control
of a control device, such as a computer 30 or a sequenc-
er, which can be electrically, pneumatically or hydrauli-
cally operated. The gas then passes a flow valve 37,
which essentially is a restriction or a small orifice, which
passes gas at a controlled rate. The gas flow rate is ad-
justed to for example 30 litres per minute as described
in more detail below. The flow valve 37 is connected to
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the proximal end 25 of the gas supply channel 24 as
shown in Fig. 4.
[0032] The flow valve may form or comprise a flow me-
ter 73, by including a flow metering device or simply by
including markings of the size of the orifice opening of
the flow valve 37, since the flow rate is related to the size
of the opening and the driving pressure across the orifice.
[0033] Figs. 6 and 7 disclose a mechanical cardiopul-
monary resuscitation device according to prior art. As
shown in Fig. 6, the device 41 comprises a cup shaped
member 43, which is operated by a drive mechanism 42
by hydraulic, pneumatic or electric means or a combina-
tion thereof. The drive mechanism 42 is pivotably con-
nected via swivel joints 47 to two arm members 44 and
45. The other end of each arm member is releasably and
pivotably connected via swivel joints 48 to a bridge mem-
ber 46. The device 41 is intended to be arranged at a
patient as shown in Fig. 7, wherein a patient is shown in
a supine position. The device 41 is arranged with the arm
members 44, 45 extending along the side of the thorax
of the patient and the bridge member 46 is arranged
across the back of the patient and is not visible in Fig. 7.
The cup shaped member 43 is arranged above the ster-
num. When the drive mechanism 42 is operated, the cup
shaped member 43 compresses the thorax of the patient.
The cup shaped member may be exposed to a vacuum
pressure source, connecting the cup shaped member 43
to the thorax, so that the sternum is actively moved up-
wards during a de-compression stroke. The device 41
may comprise straps 51, 52 so that the device is prevent-
ed from moving in a caudal direction
[0034] However, in general, any device, including hu-
man force or activation, that can adequately change the
thorax volume can be used together with the embodi-
ments of the present invention. Activation means that the
volume of the thorax is changed in any manner with the
intention to perform CPR, such as by stimulation of thorax
muscles, etc.
[0035] Synchronous high-pressure ventilation and
negative ventilation is disclosed in the document US
4397306. However, ventilation with negative pressure
can be dangerous for the patient and should be avoided.
[0036] As described in the above-mentioned article,
continuous supply of oxygen is preferred in the prior art
because of increased coronary perfusion.
[0037] The inventors have now unexpectedly found
that both coronary perfusion and mean aortic pressure
and thorax refilling can be improved by providing the sup-
ply of oxygen intermittently but out of phase with the com-
pression strokes. The supply may start before the com-
pression stroke. Moreover, the supply may expire before
the decompression stroke.
[0038] The operation of an embodiment of the inven-
tion may be as follows, see Figs. 9 and 10 and 11.
[0039] A cycle may be divided in six phases each about
0.1 seconds in duration in the embodiment as shown in
Fig. 9, which shows a diagram of the supply of gas versus
time and the compression of the thorax versus time.

[0040] The supply of gas is initiated before the start of
phase one, whereupon a compression stroke is initiated
during phase one. In phase two, the chest is compressed
and the gas is still on. The supply of gas is terminated in
phase three and a de-compression stroke is initiated dur-
ing phase four. In phase five, the chest is decompressed
and the gas is off. In phase 6, the gas is initiated and a
new cycle follows.
[0041] Fig. 10 is a diagram from an experimental set-
up with a pig, showing pressures at different positions in
the body, viz. a first curve I showing the pressure in the
right atrium 11, which is close to the liquid or blood pres-
sure of the thorax during decompression phases, a sec-
ond curve II showing the pressure in the aorta 18 and a
third curve III showing the gas pressure in the trachea,
i.e. essentially the reading of the pressure meter 34.
[0042] A cycle starts at the beginning of phase "1" as
indicated in Fig. 10.

-1) Phase is preceed by an initiation of the gas sup-
ply, which takes place about 0.1 seconds before the
initiation of a compression stroke. The tracheal pres-
sure (III) and the thorax blood pressure (I) increases
slightly and gas flows into the lungs to increase the
gas volume in the lungs.

1) In phase one, a compression stroke is initiat-
ed. The compression stroke is relatively fast and
takes about 0.1 seconds. During this phase, the
blood pressure in the aorta and the blood pres-
sure in the right atrium increase substantially in
parallel to a peek of about 100 mmHg, as shown
by curves I and II. The tracheal gas pressure
also increases, as shown by curve III, resulting
in an outflow of gas through the central channel
23 of the tracheal tube, which forms a restriction.
Gas is still supplied via the channel 24 of the
tracheal tube. During this phase, the blood pres-
sure of the right atrium, according to curve I, is
close to or even larger than the aortic pressure,
according to curve II. The gas pressure in the
trachea, according to curve III is almost 20 mm-
Hg.
2) In phase two, which is about 0.1 seconds and
is called "chest compressed-gas on" the pres-
sure successively decreases in the lungs and in
the aorta because gas flows out through the cen-
tral channel 23 of the tracheal tube. The outflow
of gas from the lungs and through the tracheal
tube is partly prevented by the concomitant flow
of gas through the channel 24 and out through
the central channel 23 of the tracheal tube be-
cause the gas flow through channel 24 and then
through the central channel 23 forms a pressure
drop over the tracheal tube and possibly a Ven-
turi effect. Thus, exhalation of gas is partly pre-
vented by the fact that gas flow is still on during
this phase. During the end of the second phase,
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the aortic pressure becomes constant at about
50 mmHg.
3) In phase three, the supply of gas is shut off.
Thus, the pressure in the lungs may be relieved
and gas flows out of the central channel 23 of
the tracheal tube to decrease the gas volume in
the lungs. The gas flow out through the tracheal
tube decreases exponentially as the gas pres-
sure in the lungs decreases until the pressure
is almost zero, i.e. equal to the atmospheric
pressure.
4) In phase four, a de-compression stroke is in-
itiated and it takes about 0.1 seconds for the
mCPR device to move the sternum to its normal
position or slightly there above. Air passes in-
wards through the central channel 23 of the tra-
cheal tube to the lungs, which is indicated by a
negative gas pressure of the tracheal pressure
reading (III). At the same time, the aortic blood
pressure and the thorax blood pressure fall to
below zero for a short while. The aortic pressure
recoils to an aortic pressure of about 30 mmHg,
because the aortic valve becomes closed pre-
venting back-flow, while the thorax blood pres-
sure is maintained slightly above 0 mmHg, which
is the pressure that prevails in the right atrium.
Thus, a coronary perfusion pressure of about 30
mmHg develops and is present for about 0.2
seconds, as shown by the arrow Y in Fig. 6.
5) In phase five, which is about 0.1 seconds and
is called "chest decompressed, gas off", the
blood pressure in the thorax is close to zero. The
gas pressure in the lungs will not be negative or
only slightly negative during a short period, be-
cause of the lifting of the sternum by the mCPR
device, mainly during phase four. During the
time when the thorax blood pressure is close to
zero, the thorax blood vessels will be replen-
ished with venous blood from the vena cava.
The systemic venous blood pressure is a few
mmHg and the blood will flow from vena cava,
through the right atrium and the right ventricle
to the thoracic aorta and thence to the thorax
blood vessels in order to fill the thorax with blood
to be oxygenated and to release its contents of
carbon dioxide in the alveoli of the lungs.
6) In phase six, the gas supply is initiated in order
provide a predetermined volume of gas into the
lungs before the compression starts.

[0043] Then, a new cycle is started.
[0044] There are several conditions that should be con-
sidered, separately or in any combination, in order to
achieve a good performance.

A) In order to supply oxygenated blood to the coro-
nary blood vessels of the heart, it is important that
the coronary perfusion pressure Y is as large as pos-

sible during as large time period as possible.
B) In order to refill the thorax with blood, it important
that the blood pressure in the thorax is low during
phase four, five and six, because the blood returned
from the body via vena cava can then flow into the
heart and the thorax. As shown by curve I, the thorax
blood pressure is close to zero.
C) In order to supply the body and organs with oxy-
genated blood, it is important that the peak aortic
pressure is large and that the surface under the aortic
pressure curve II is large, because this surface is
proportional to the blood flow passing to the body
via the aorta.
D) The peak gas pressure in the trachea should not
exceed about 30 mmHg, since this may result in
haemorrhage in the lungs and oedema. The lowest
pressure in the trachea should not decrease below
zero for a substantial time.

[0045] Fig. 11 shows curves similar to Fig. 10 for a prior
art system using Continuous Insufflation of Oxygen, CIO.
All other conditions are the same. However, as can be
seen from the curves, the peek aortic pressure is about
75 mmHg (compared to 110 mmHg), and the coronary
perfusion pressure is only about 20 mmHg (compared to
30 mmHg). The aortic pressure in the fifth phase is only
about 22 mmHg (compared to 30 mmHg). The peak tra-
cheal gas pressure in the second phase is about 30 mm-
Hg (compared to 20 mmHg).
[0046] Thus, the embodiment shown in Fig. 10 is su-
perior and safer compared to the prior art embodiment
shown in Fig. 11.
[0047] The supply of gas may be oxygen. However, in
other embodiments, the supply of oxygen may be re-
placed by a supply of any suitable mixture of gases, such
as normal air, or air augmented by oxygen, or any gas
mixture.
[0048] The gas may include a therapeutic agent or
pharmaca. The agent may be nebulized in the gas. Such
agents may comprise hydrogensulphate, epinephrine,
adrenaline, norepinephrine, noradrenalin, amiodarone,
cordarone, lidocaine, ketamine, nitrous oxide, etc. Such
agent may also be delivered via a separate channel.
[0049] The mechanical cardiopulmonary resuscitation
mCPR can be performed without active decompression,
so that the normal decompression by means of the rib-
bones and the resiliency of the thorax can take place.
Also manual compression can be used.
[0050] The length of the different phases can be differ-
ent from that described above.
[0051] Phase six can be between 0.01 and 0.2 seconds
depending on how efficiently the lungs are filled with gas.
The importance of phase one is that the lungs should be
filled with a sufficient amount of gas so that they exert a
sufficient counter pressure towards the heart and thorax
during the compression stroke. The gas supply should
take place as late as possible in order to give the thorax
ample time to be refilled.
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[0052] Another consideration is that a sufficient
amount of oxygen should be supplied so that the blood
in the lungs can be sufficiently oxygenated. It has been
found that an average supply of about 15 litres per minute
of oxygen is sufficient for the oxygenation purpose.
[0053] Since oxygen is supplied during half of the cy-
cle, the supply would be 301/min, which corresponds to
50 ml per 0,1 seconds. Since air enters the lungs essen-
tially only during phase six, the lungs will be supplied with
about 50 ml per cycle. Since there are about 100 cycles
per minute, and since the normal breathing rate is about
10 per minute, this corresponds to an inhalation of about
0,5 litre per normal breathing. If only oxygen is supplied,
this is a sufficient amount for oxygenating the blood in
the lungs, even if account is taken to the fact that a dead
space of up to 25 ml may prevail in the bronchi.
[0054] The supply of gas will introduce gas into the
lungs, which is believed to augment the peak aortic pres-
sure (II) during the following phase one and phase two.
Thus, it is an advantage to introduce a large amount of
gas during phase six. However, the amount of gas intro-
duced should not be too large, compare below. It has
been found that a good balance may be achieved if phase
six has a duration of about 0,1 seconds and the gas sup-
ply is about 30 1/min. Since the tracheal tube is open to
atmosphere at the proximal end 25, a portion of the gas
supplied will pass out to the atmosphere. However, a
considerable amount of the gas supplied will be delivered
to the lungs, if the pressure in the lungs is sufficiently low.
Moreover, the gas is delivered via a channel 24 having
a small cross-sectional area, which means that the gas
supplied has a considerable velocity in the direction to-
wards the lungs.
[0055] Since gas is supplied also during phase one
and phase two, gas in the bronchi will be prevented from
passing out to the surrounding atmosphere during phase
one and two, as explained above. Moreover, the tracheal
tube will be filled with the gas, which may be oxygen.
Thus, the tracheal tube will not contribute to the dead
space, but it can be considered that the distal end of the
tracheal tube is directly connected to the atmosphere
without a dead space.
[0056] There are essentially two mechanisms by which
oxygen is supplied to the lungs and carbon dioxide is
removed from the lungs.
[0057] The flow of gas (oxygen) into and out of the
lungs will convect carbon dioxide in one direction (out)
and oxygen in the other direction (in).
[0058] Any carbon dioxide in the lungs will also diffuse
from the lungs to the bronchi and the tracheal tube be-
cause of any concentration differential. If only oxygen is
present at the distal end of the tracheal tube, there is a
large concentration differential of carbon dioxide, result-
ing in a substantial transport of carbon dioxide out of the
lungs, even without any gas flow. In the same way, oxy-
gen will be transported to the lungs by diffusion if a con-
centration differential exists.
[0059] In order to reduce the dead space, the tracheal

tube should be arranged close to the carina or connection
between the bronchi such as 1 - 3 cm there above. In
another embodiment, the tracheal tube may include tube
portions partly extending into the bronchi, while the bal-
loon immobilizing the tracheal catheter is arranged in the
trachea.
[0060] As shown in Fig. 14, the tracheal tube 81 may
be arranged with two channels 84 and 85 for gas supply,
opening towards the bronchi 82 and 83. The gas emitted
from the orifice of each channel will have a substantial
velocity in the directio towards the corresponding
bronche as shown by arrows 86 and 87. Thus, the gas
will more easily enter the bronchi and the lungs, in order
to fill the lungs with gas during phase six.
[0061] It is of no importance how the tracheal tube ex-
tends above the distal end 22 and the balloon 26. Thus,
the tracheal tube may be introduced through the mouth,
through the nose and pass the vocal cords, or through a
hole arranged in the pharynx.
[0062] In another embodiment, the tracheal tube may
be a conventional tracheal tube having only a central
channel and a channel for expanding the balloon. In this
case, gas (oxygen) may be supplied to the distal end of
the tracheal tube by a small separate gas tube placed
inside the central channel. The gas tube should open
shortly before the distal end of the tracheal tube, inside
the tracheal tube.
[0063] In still another embodiment, there is no tracheal
tube. Instead, a gas supply tube is inserted in the trachea
as far as possible so that the distal end of the gas supply
tube opens at a position just above the connection be-
tween the trachea and the bronchi, which is shown in Fig.
2, wherein tube 21 is a single lumen tube, possibly with
a second lumen for a pressure meter. Gas is supplied to
the proximal end of the gas supply tube for the inhalation
of gas and the trachea is used for exhalation of gas. The
gas supply tube may comprise markings at positions cor-
responding to the length of the trachea of a normal per-
son. When the gas supply tube has been inserted to the
marking, the user knows that the distal end is positioned
close to the bronchi as required. Since substantially no
inhalation takes place via the trachea, the dead volume
of the trachea is removed. The gas supply tube may end
with two nozzles directed slightly sideways, as shown in
Fig. 14, in order to further promote rapid inhalation of gas.
[0064] Some gas is removed from the lungs during
phases one and two when the pressure in the thorax is
high and when "gas is on". However, most of the gas is
removed during phase three, see below. It is of impor-
tance that a sufficient amount of gas is removed before
phase four, de-compression, so that the pressure in the
lungs may decrease towards zero before the thorax is
recoiling, either spontaneously or by active decompres-
sion. A zero pressure in the lungs during phase four and
five, and most of the following phase six, will ensure a
high perfusion pressure over the coronary vessels, as
indicated by the arrow Y in Fig. 10. In addition, since the
systemic venous pressure is only a few mmHg, such as
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below 10 mmHg, the thorax will be replenished with ve-
nous blood only if the thorax blood pressure is almost
zero. Thus, it is important to keep the low thorax pressure
as low as possible, which results in a limitation of the
amount of gas that can be supplied during phase one. If
too much gas is supplied, the low pressure will be higher
if such supplied gas cannot be removed to a sufficient
degree during phase one, phase two and phase three.
[0065] If a larger amount of gas is desired, the phase
six can be made longer, such as up to about 0.2 seconds.
Alternatively or additionally, the gas supply rate can be
increased. The more gas that enters the lungs before the
compression stroke, the higher will be the aortic pressure
during the compression stroke. The high aortic pressure
will be averaged by the blood circulation system outside
the heart, such as the blood circulating to the large organs
and the brain. The top pressure may be about 100 mmHg
as shown in Fig. 10. On the other hand too much gas
can fail to be exhaled during later phases, distending the
lungs and preventing the venous return. For further al-
ternatives, see below. The supply of gas during phase
six may be between 30 ml to 70 ml, such as between 40
ml to 60 ml, for example 50 ml. The supply of gas is also
dependent on the cycle time, a high cycle time may give
ample time for supply of more gas during phase one.
[0066] Phase one is about 0.1 seconds and should be
as fast as the conditions allows. If the compression rate
is too slow, the top pressure will be lower. However,
phase one should not be so short that the thorax and
internal organs are damaged. The stroke of the compres-
sion phase may be about 20% of the anterior-posterior
thorax diameter so that the thorax is substantially com-
pressed. The stroke should not be so large that the thorax
and the heart are compressed excessively, but be so
large that the blood in the thorax is substantially moved
out of the heart into the aorta.
[0067] Phase two or "chest compressed, gas on",
could be between 0.1 and 0.3 seconds. This phase is for
moving blood out of the heart and thorax.
[0068] There are two reasons for the blood to pass out
to the aorta, physical compression of the heart, resulting
in a cardiac-pump-mechanism, and increased hydrostat-
ic pressure in the thorax, resulting a thorax-pump-mech-
anism.
[0069] In order for both mechanisms to be efficient, it
is required that the thorax is replenished with blood during
the decompression phases, as is further discussed be-
low.
[0070] It is noted, that certain mammals do not have
the cardiac-pump-mechanism, but only the thorax-pump-
mechanism, such as a pig. It is believed that both mech-
anisms are in use in a human.
[0071] Phase three is for exhaling gas from the lungs.
By shutting off the supply of gases, the gas pressure in
the trachea is reduced and the gas in the lungs can be
exhaled, which ensures better venous return and thorax
filling during next phases. Phase three is between 0.02
and 0.2 seconds to allow the volume of gas in the lungs

to decrease before the next phase. The same amount of
gas, which is inhaled during phase six should be exhaled
during phase three, such as about 50 ml.
[0072] Phase four should be as short as possible. By
using active decompression, the decrease of the pres-
sure in the lungs can be large. However, the pressure in
the lungs should not be substantially below zero for ex-
tended time periods. When the pressure in the thorax
decreases towards zero, the pressure in the left ventricle
will also be lowered and the blood will tend to flow into
the left ventricle via the aortic valve. However, the aortic
valve is closed and will prevent such flow. Venous blood
from vena cava will start to enter the left atrium, left ven-
tricle and pass into the thorax and lungs for oxygenation.
[0073] During phase four and phase five, the left and
right atriums would have a low pressure and will be filled
with blood from the circulatory system via vena cava and
from the lung veins, respectively. Blood will also flow from
the atrium to the ventricle at each side of the heart.
[0074] During phase five and the following phase six,
a considerable pressure differential is present between
the aorta and the right atrium, which will result in a per-
fusion of the coronary arteries, thus supplying the heart
with oxygenated blood.
[0075] Phase five or "chest decompressed, gas off’ can
be from about 0.05 sec to about 0.2 sec.
[0076] To summarize, by initiating a gas supply before
the compression stroke, the top pressure in the aorta will
be augmented. Moreover, the volume flow of blood out
of the heart to the aorta will be larger.
[0077] Moreover, by stopping the supply of gas before
the decompression stroke, the gas volume in the lungs
will be lowered, resulting in a low pressure in the tho-
rax/lungs and a fast refilling of the thorax via vena cava.
In addition, the coronary perfusion pressure will be large.
[0078] Refilling of the thorax is slightly decreased dur-
ing phase six, when gas is supplied to the lungs, because
the thorax/lung pressure increases slightly. Since the ve-
nous return pressure is low, any increase in the tho-
rax/lung pressure will have a great influence on the re-
filling. Thus, the onset of the gas should be delayed as
long as possible, and should take place with as high
speed as possible, see Figs. 5 and 13.
[0079] Thus, a more efficient cardiopulmonary resus-
citation is obtained while maintaining physiological safe-
ty, which may result in a better outcome for a patient
suffering from cardiac arrest.
[0080] If the gas supply device described above is used
together with a mechanical Cardio Pulmonar Resusci-
atation device of the type LUCAS, mentioned above, the
device have essentially five parameters that can be ad-
justed, viz. the compression depth, the forces of com-
pression and decompression, and the times of compres-
sion and decompression.
[0081] The compression depth should be about 20%
of the vertical distance over the thorax, but can be varied
from about 10% to about 30%. A larger compression
depth may result in a larger aortic flow, provided that the

13 14 



EP 2 242 990 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

thorax is properly refilled.
[0082] The compression force determines the initiation
of phase one, and should be as large as possible to
achieve as fast as possible stroke without causing dam-
age of the rib bones or inner organs.
[0083] The decompression force determines the initi-
ation of phase four and should be as large as possible
to achieve as fast as possible stroke without causing
damage.
[0084] The compression time is the combined times of
phases one, two and three.
[0085] The decompression time is the combined times
of phases four, five and six.
[0086] The compression and decompression times
may be equal and each about 0.3 seconds to result in a
cycle time of 100 cycles per minute. For example; if there
is a tendency that the volume of gas inhaled essentially
during phase six becomes larger than the volume of gas
exhaled essentially during phase three, the decompres-
sion time may be lengthened and the compression time
may be shortened, and vice versa.
[0087] In addition, the cycle time may be adjusted, for
example between 60 to 120 cycles per minute.
[0088] Thus, the parameters of the mCPR device and
the gas supply device may be combined in different man-
ners for providing a superior end result.
[0089] When a mechanical CPR device is used, the
timings according to the present invention can be deter-
mined based on signals received from the mCPR device.
[0090] In Fig. 8, there is shown an alternative embod-
iment of the proximal end 25 of the tracheal tube 22. The
purpose of the tracheal tube is to generate a constriction
that reduces exhalation during phases one and two and
reduces inhalation during phases four and five. The con-
striction should also balance the inhalation, mainly during
phase six, and the exhalation, mainly during phase three,
so that a balance is achieved in which the lung pressure
at the end of phase three and in phases four and five is
sufficiently low to allow full replenishment of the thorax.
[0091] In addition, the exhalation during phase one and
two is reduced by the fact that the supply of gas is on.
Thus, the supplied gas has to pass out through the tra-
cheal tube together with the gas from the lungs.
[0092] The inhalation volume is mainly controlled by
the length of phase six and the flow rate of the gas sup-
plied. The exhalation volume is essentially controlled by
the constriction and the time duration of phase three.
[0093] In order to achieve a proper balance, the outlet
opening of the tracheal tube may be provided with a var-
iable constriction 38, which is controlled so that the de-
sired properties are obtained. The control may take place
by a computer 30, which receives as input parameters,
the flow rate of gas supplied 35, 37 and the flow rate of
gas out through the tracheal tube, measured by a flow
meter 49. In addition, a carbon dioxide meter 39 may be
arranged for measuring the outflow of carbon dioxide, in
order to verify that the patient is properly ventilated. Such
a carbon dioxide meter 39 may be a carbon dioxide partial

pressure meter, the output signal of which is integrated
to indicate total amount of carbon dioxide. In this embod-
iment, the constriction 38 is adjusted to a relatively per-
manent value, which is substantially constant over the
entire cycle. By making the constriction 38 smaller, the
gas supplied during phases six is made larger and the
gas removed during phases one, two and three is made
smaller. By adjusting the timings, essentially of phases
six and three, the gas balance is also influenced upon.
Thus, phase three may be made longer in order to lower
the thorax/lung pressure during the de-compression
phase and promote thorax refilling with blood. Phase
three may be made longer on the expense of phase two
(shortening of phase two), so that the total cycle time is
not amended.
[0094] In an alternative embodiment, the constriction
38 is operated in synchronism with the mCPR. An oper-
ation cycle may be as shown in Fig. 12. Before phase
one, gas is supplied and the constriction 38 is closed, so
that all gas enters the lung. During phases one and two,
the gas supply is stopped and the constriction is still
closed. Thus, the thorax is isolated from the surrounding
atmosphere, and the gas volume will support a high aortic
peak pressure during compression. During phase three,
the constriction is opened to allow gas to be exhaled until
the pressure is lowered. During phases four and five, the
constriction is closed to prevent air from being inhaled to
the lungs in order to maintain a low pressure in the lungs.
[0095] The operation is controlled in the following man-
ner. The gas supply rate and the time of phase six is
controlled so that the maximal tracheal pressure is as
high as possible but still below 30 mmHg, such as about
25 mmHg. This will ensure a high blood pressure at com-
pression phase. The exhalation of gas during phase three
is controlled so that a low pressure close to zero, such
as below 5 mmHg, for example below 2 mmHg, is ob-
tained in the right atrium. The exhalation of air is aug-
mented by having as large area as possible in the tra-
cheal tube and by extending the time duration of phase
three. Phase three is started as soon as the aortic valve
has a tendency to close or slightly earlier. Thus, phase
two may be shortened and phase three lengthened. In
an embodiment, phase two may be essentially zero, so
that phase three follows almost directly after phase one.
[0096] Since gas is supplied when the constriction 38
is closed, the gas may in an alternative embodiment be
supplied directly to the central channel 23. Thus, no sep-
arate gas supply channel 24 is required and only a pres-
sure measurement channel 28 and a balloon and a bal-
loon channel 27 are required. However, in this case, the
volume of the central channel 23 is added to the "dead
space" of the bronchi. If the central channel 23 is narrow,
this may be acceptable.
[0097] The exhalation of gas may be augmented by
supplying gas when the constriction 38 is open. In this
case, the gas should be delivered through an orifice being
directed towards the proximal end of the tube. In this way,
the gas will flow out through the tube and generate an
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aspiration of the gas in the bronchi.
[0098] In Figs. 9 and 12, the gas supply has been in-
dicated as a square wave. However, the gas supply can
be of any shape, such as sinusoidal or with more or less
sloping edges. An embodiment having a more sinusoidal
supply of gas, at least during phase six, is shown in Figs.
5 and 13. The gas source 35 is connected to a constant
flow valve 37, which is adjusted to the desired average
gas flow, such as 151/min. The flow valve 37 is connected
to the switch valve 36 for opening and closing the supply
of gas according to the diagram of Fig. 9. Between flow
valve 37 and switch valve 36, there is arranged an accu-
mulator 40, in the nature of a rubber balloon which may
expand and contract and develops a predetermined pres-
sure when expanded. During phases three, four and five,
when the switch valve 36 is closed, pressure is built up
in the accumulator 40. When the switch valve 36 is
opened at initiation of phase six, a high pressure prevails
in the accumulator 40 and a fast supply of gas is obtained
during phase six. Then, during phases one and two, the
flow rate is reduced to the flow rate adjusted by the flow
valve 37. The gas supply rate is shown in Fig. 13. The
exact distribution of the flow rate can be controlled by the
resiliency of the accumulator 40 and adjustment of the
pressure, which is built up in the accumulator, in combi-
nation with the cross-sectional area of the gas supply
channel in the tracheal tube.
[0099] The timings of the cycle may be controlled by
the computer 30 in dependence of the measurement of
the pressure meter 34, which measures the gas pressure
at the distal end 22 of the tracheal tube.
[0100] The computer 30 may be programmed to initiate
phase three, i.e. open the constriction 38, when the pres-
sure meter 34 falls below 70% of the maximum gas pres-
sure during phase one.
[0101] Moreover, the computer 30 may be pro-
grammed to initiate phase six in dependence of the low-
est gas pressure during phase five. The computer 30
may be programmed so that phase six is at least a short
time period, such as 0.01 seconds. If the pressure of
pressure meter 34 in phase five is below 3 mmHg, the
time period may be extended in steps until the pressure
becomes 3 mmHg, or a desired value.
[0102] The above embodiments are intended to make
any specific mCPR device as efficient as possible by pro-
viding the supply of gas in advance of the compression
stroke and/or the removal of gas in advance of the de-
compression stroke. However, the physiological out-
come of the process is also dependent on the operation
of the specific mCPR device, such as the cycle rate and
the compression depth. In a mechanical Cardio Pulmo-
nary Resuscitation device of the type LUCAS described
above, the compression depth is normally about 20%
and the cycle rate is about 100 strokes per minute. The
cycle rate may be adjusted to up to 120 strokes per minute
or as low as 60 strokes per minute. Such cycle rates will
influence upon the timings of the supply and removal of
gas. In addition, the compression depth will also influence

upon the timings of the supply and removal of gas.
[0103] The computer 30 may as well be adjusted to
influence upon the mCPR device. Thus, the computer
may be arranged to start the decompression phase four
when the thorax/lungs have been properly vented, for
example when the pressure in the tracheal tube has de-
creased to a specific value, such as 10% of the maximum
value.
[0104] The initiation of the compression phase may al-
ternatively be controlled by the computer, for example in
dependence of the blood flow in the aorta, which may be
measured by an ultrasound-Doppler-probe from outside
the body or by the vascular pressures measured by blood
pressure meters 71 and 72, see Fig. 1.. Thus, the com-
puter may control the cycle time so that maximal aortic
blood flow is obtained.
[0105] The computer 30 may be arranged to operate
the combined gas supply device and the mCPR device
as follows, based on the embodiment of Fig. 8 and with
an aortic flow meter.
[0106] Phase six starts with opening of the gas supply.
The gas supply is stopped after a first predetermined time
period or after a predetermined volume of gas has been
inhaled, and a compression stroke is started. The aortic
flow is measured and integrated. The gas pressure of
the pressure meter 34 is monitored and when the pres-
sure has decreased to 70% of the maximum reading, the
constriction 39 is opened. When the pressure has
reached 20% of the maximum reading, a decompression
stroke is initiated. The decompression pressure after
about 0.1 seconds is measured. The next cycle is adjust-
ed as follows:

If the maximum compression pressure is below 100
mmHg, the gas supply period is increased in order
to inhale more gas into the lungs in the next cycle.

[0107] If the decompression pressure is above 5 mm-
Hg, the opening time of the constriction is adjusted to a
higher value, such as 80% of the maximum reading
and/or the initiation of the compression stroke is delayed,
for example to 10% of the maximum reading. If this is not
sufficient, the gas supply time period is decreased in or-
der to inhale less gas into the lungs in the next cycle.
[0108] The cycle time is adjusted so that the aortic flow
rate is maximized. This can be done by adjusting the
cycle time of the CPR device stepwise in order to find
out which cycle time that produces the maximum aortic
flow. If the cycle time is too short, the thorax will not have
a sufficient time to replenish with blood from vena cava,
and if the cycle time is too long, the pump stroke becomes
inefficient.
[0109] In addition, the time period during decompres-
sion, when the aortic valve is closed and there is a cor-
onary perfusion flow, is adjusted so that it is sufficiently
long.
[0110] In an alternative embodiment, the computer
may be controlled in dependence of the measurement
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of a catheter, which is introduced into an artery, such as
the brachial artery, and which measures the blood pres-
sure. The catheter may be inserted further into the artery
in order to come closer to the aorta. In addition to the
artery pressure, the catheter may measure the amount
of oxygen and carbon dioxide in the blood.
[0111] The maximum arterial pressure during com-
pression and the minimum arterial pressure during de-
compression may be used for controlling the time periods
mentioned above. Thus, if the maximum pressure is too
low, this is an indication that the gas volume supplied
should be increased. If the minimum pressure is too high,
this is an indication that the removal of gas is insufficient,
and the exhalation time period should be extended and/or
the gas volume should be decreased. The arterial pres-
sure can be measured by a catheter inserted in the ar-
terial vascular system, for example adjacent the aorta 18
as shown in Fig. 1 by arterial pressure meter 71. In ad-
dition, the venous return pressure can be measured by
a catheter inserted in the venous vascular system, for
example adjacent vena cava 12, as shown by venous
pressure meter 72.
[0112] In addition, the measurement of the catheter of
the oxygen saturation level and the carbon dioxide con-
centration can be used for providing indications that the
supply of oxygen is insufficient and the removal of carbon
dioxide is insufficient. If the oxygen saturation level is too
low, the supply of gas in the nature of oxygen should be
increased. If the removal of carbon dioxide is insufficient,
the cycle time may be increased so that a larger gas
volume is exchanged for each cycle.
[0113] In the description above, the gas supply cycle
is off-set before the pulmonary resuscitation cycle, such
as 20% before. Since the operation is cyclical, the gas
supply cycle can be said to be off-set after the pulmonary
cycle, such as 80% after. The two modes are identical.
[0114] In an embodiment, the gas supply cycle is de-
fined in relation to the time instance of initiation of a com-
pression stroke of the CPR device. The time between
the initiation of two compression strokes is defined as
having 100% of time duration. Then, the gas supply is
initated at a time instance of 75% to 98%, which is equiv-
alent to 25% to 2% before the compression stroke. If the
cycle time is 0.6 seconds, this definition corresponds to
0.15 to 0.012 seconds before the initiation of the com-
pression stroke, which is equivalent with 0.45 to 0.588
seconds after the initiation of the compression stroke. In
this embodiment, the gas supply may be terminated after
10% to 60% of the cycle time. Alternatively, the gas sup-
ply is terminated when a predetermined amount of gas
has been supplied.
[0115] The gas supply cycle may as well be defined in
relation to the initation of a de-compression stroke, which
is equivalent to when the compression stroke is termi-
nated. In this case, the gas supply is initiated at a time
instance of 25% to 48%.
[0116] The gas supply is initiated after half the time
between the termination of the prevoius compression

stroke and the initiation of the present compression
stroke and before the initiation of the present compres-
sion stroke.
[0117] This embodiment may be controlled by the CPR
device in case it is mechanically operated. A signal which
initiates a compression stroke and/or a signal which ter-
minates a compression stroke can be used for synchro-
nizaton purpose as outlined above.
[0118] In another case, the above embodiment is con-
trolled by a switch plate 74, see Fig. 2, which is arranged
between the sternum of the patient and the pressure pad
of the CPR device. When a pressure is excerted on the
pressure plate, a switch is activated and when the pres-
sure is removed, the switch is deactivated. This signal
may be used for the synchronization. This pressure pad
can be used at any type of CPR device, including manual
compression of the thorax.
[0119] In another embodiment, the gas supply cycle is
defined in relation to a reading of a pressure meter, which
is connected to the distal end of the gas supply tube. As
seen in Fig. 10, the tracheal pressure has a maximum
peak and a minimum peak. These peaks are due to the
initiation of a compression stroke and the termination of
a compression stroke, but are slightly delayed. A device
using the pressure meter as synchronization may oper-
ate in the following manner. The gas supply is activated
and the CPR device is activated. When a first maximum
peak is measured, no action is performed until the next
peak is measured. Now, the cycle time is determined as
the time duration between two consecutive peaks. There
may be qualifications on the acceptance of the cycle time,
for example that it is between 0.5 and 1.5 seconds, and
that the peak is above 15 mmHg etc. Then, the gas supply
is operated so that the gas supply is terminated and then
activated again at a time instance of 65% to 88%. This
is calculated based on a delay of the peak pressure by
10% in relation to the initiation of the compression stroke.
The gas supply is terminated 15% to 50% after the acti-
vation of the gas supply, or after the delivery of a preter-
mined amount of gas. When the cycle is established, the
exact timings may be finetuned so that a high aortic pres-
sure is obtained at the same time as a proper refilling of
the thorax is obtained and a high perfusion pressure is
obtained. Since the supply of gas will result in an increase
of the pressure meter, such supply of gas must not be
interpreted as a peak.
[0120] The gas supply may alternatively or additionally
be synchronized with a minmum peak reading, which oc-
cur some time after the termination of the compression
stroke. In some embodiments, this synchronization
method may be reliable and produce good results. In this
case, the gas suppy is initiated at 15% to 38%, provided
that the minimum peak is delayed about 10% compared
to the termination of the compression stroke. If it is found
that the minimum peak and/or the maxiumum peak are
delayed less or more than 10%, the figures should be
adapted correspondingly. Such delays should be deter-
mined for the specific equipment used. In this embodi-
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ment, the gas supply device is completely independent
on any CPR device and can be used at any type of pul-
monary resuscitation, in which compression of the thorax
is performed cyclically.
[0121] Another manner to synchronize the gas supply
with a thorax compression would be to use a flow meter
arranged at the proximal end of the tracheal tube (or ad-
jacent the mouth if only a gas supply tube is used and
the exhalation takes place via the trachea), which flow
meter measures when the outflow through the tracheal
tube is at maximum and/or at minimum. These flow mini-
ma or maxima are relatively well synchronized with the
corresponding peak pressure readings of the pressure
meter, so the same principle applies as indicated above.
[0122] The same type of considerations apply for when
the supply of gas should be terminated. The termination
of the gas supply may be synchronized with the com-
pression cycle in any of the above-mentioned manners.
If the gas supply is controlled as to the termination of the
gas supply, the gas can be initiated again after
[0123] Thus, there may be active synchronisation of
the initiation of the gas supply or active synchronisation
of the termination of the gas supply, or both.
[0124] The synchronization can take place based on
the initation of a compression stroke or the termination
of the compression stroke, which is equivalent with the
intiation of a de-compression stroke or both. The syn-
chronization may also take place based on pressure in
the trachea or other measureable parameters related to
the compression and/or decompression of the thorax or
sternum or heart.
[0125] A further synchronization method would be to
insert a pressure meter in the vascular system, such as
the artery system, and use the pressure meter for syn-
chronization purpose, according to the above-mentioned
principles.
[0126] In the claims, the term "comprises/comprising"
does not exclude the presence of other elements or
steps. Furthermore, although individually listed, a plural-
ity of means, elements or method steps may be imple-
mented by e.g. a single unit. Additionally, although indi-
vidual features may be included in different claims, these
may possibly advantageously be combined, and the in-
clusion in different claims does not imply that a combi-
nation of features is not feasible and/or advantageous.
In addition, singular references do not exclude a plurality.
The terms "a", "an", "first", "second" etc do not preclude
a plurality. Reference signs in the claims are provided
merely as a clarifying example and shall not be construed
as limiting the scope of the claims in any way.
[0127] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed above with reference to specific embodiment, it
is not intended to be limited to the specific form set forth
herein. Rather, the invention is limited only by the ac-
companying claims and, other embodiments than the
specific above are equally possible within the scope of
these appended claims.

Claims

1. A device for providing ventilation gas to a patient
during a cardiopulmonary resuscitation cycle in
which compression of a thorax of the patient is per-
formed cyclically including a compression stroke and
a decompression stroke, defining a cycle time for
supplying oxygenated blood to the heart, said device
comprising:

a gas supply tube (21) having a distal end;
a source (35) of gas for supplying said ventilation
gas to a proximal end of said gas supply tube
for delivery of said ventilation gas at the distal
end of the gas supply tube;
a switch valve (36) for initiating and terminating
the supply of gas via the gas supply tube;
a control device (30) for receiving a synchroni-
zation signal based on a said cardiopulmonary
resuscitation cycle;
wherein said cardiopulmonary resuscitation cy-
cle is provided by a mechanical cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation device comprising a cup
shaped member (43), which is operated by a
drive mechanism (42), so that when the drive
mechanism (42) is operated, the cup shaped
member (43) compresses the thorax of the pa-
tient in said compression stroke;
characterized in that
said device is operated for synchronizing said
operation oft he switch valve with said cardiop-
ulmonary resuscitation cycle based on said syn-
chronization signal so that the switch valve (36)
operates with the same cycle time as the cardi-
opulmonary resuscitation cycle time but off-set
in relation to the cardiopulmonary resuscitation
cycle;
wherein
said distal end of said gas supply tube (21) is
arranged in a trachea of the patient;
and in that said off-set is arranged so that that
the following actions takes place:

said control device (30) is configured to in-
itiate the supply of gas based on the syn-
chronization signal so that the gas supply
is initiated between 25% and 2% of the cycle
time before the start of a compression
stroke or between 25% and 48% of the cycle
time after the termination of a compression
stroke; and
said control device (30) is configured to ter-
minate the supply of gas based on the syn-
chronization signal so that the gas supply
is terminated between 2% and 30% of the
cycle time after the start of a compression
stroke or between 52% and 80% of the cycle
time after the termination of a compression
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stroke.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein said cup
shaped member is exposed to a vacuum pressure
source, connecting the cup shaped member (43) to
the thorax, so that a sternum is actively moved up-
wards during a decompression stroke.

3. The device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
synchronization signal is provided by a pressure
plate (74) arranged at the patient and exposed to
compression forces during a compression stroke
and comprising a compression switch which is acti-
vated when a pressure is exerted on the pressure
plate for activation of said switch upon compression
of the thorax.

4. The device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
synchronization signal is provided by a gas pressure
meter (34) measuring pressure in the gas supplied
to the patient, adjacent the distal end of the gas sup-
ply tube.

5. The device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
synchronization signal is provided by a blood pres-
sure meter (71, 72) measuring blood pressure in a
vascular system of the patient.

6. The device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
synchronization signal is provided by a gas flow me-
ter (49) measuring gas flow out from the lungs to the
surroundings.

7. The device according to any one of the previous
claims, further comprising:

a constriction valve (38) controlling the flow of
gas out from the lungs of the patient to the sur-
roundings via a ventilation tube for closing said
constriction valve (38) when the supply of gas
is activated.

8. The device according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein the cycle time is 60 to 120 cycles
per minute.

9. The device according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said distal end of said gas supply
tube (21) is arranged just above the connection be-
tween the trachea and the bronchi.

10. The device according to anyone of the previous
claims, wherein said (said) distal end of said gas
supply tube (21) is provided in a tracheal tube, the
distal end of which is arranged 1 to 3 cm above the
connection between the trachea and the bronchi.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Bereitstellen von Beatmungsgas
für einen Patienten während eines kardiopulmonä-
ren Reanimationszyklus, in welchem zyklisch eine
Kompression eines Thorax des Patienten durchge-
führt wird, einschließlich eines Kompressionshubs
und eines Dekompressionshubs, wodurch eine Zy-
kluszeit zur Bereitstellung von sauerstoffhaltigem
Blut zum Herzen definiert wird, wobei die Vorrichtung
umfasst:

einen Gasversorgungsschlauch (21), der ein
distales Ende aufweist;
eine Gasversorgungsquelle (35) zur Bereitstel-
lung von Beatmungsgas zu einem proximalen
Ende des Gasversorgungsschlauches zur Ver-
sorgung von Beatmungsgas an dem distalen
Ende des Gasversorgungsschlauches;
ein Schaltventil (36) zur Initiierung und zur Ter-
minierung der Versorgung des Gases über den
Gasversorgungsschlauch;
eine Steuereinrichtung (30) zum Empfangen ei-
nes Synchronisationssignals, das auf dem kar-
diopulmonären Reanimationszyklus basiert;
wobei der kardiopulmonäre Reanimationszyk-
lus von einer mechanischen Einrichtung zur kar-
diopulmonären Reanimation zur Verfügung ge-
stellt wird, umfassend ein becherförmiges Ele-
ment (43), welches von einem Antriebsmecha-
nismus (42) angetrieben wird, so dass, wenn
der Antriebsmechanismus (42) angetrieben
wird, das becherförmige Element (43) den Tho-
rax des Patienten in dem Kompressionshub
komprimiert; dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Vorrichtung zum Synchronisieren des An-
triebs des Schaltventils mit dem kardiopulmo-
nären Reanimationszyklus betrieben wird, ba-
sierend auf dem Synchronisationssignal, so
dass das Schaltventil (36) mit derselben Zyklus-
zeit arbeitet, wie die kardiopulmonäre Reanima-
tionszykluszeit, jedoch versetzt im Verhältnis
zum kardiopulmonären Reanimationszyklus;
wobei das distale Ende des Gasversorgungs-
schlauches (21) in einer Luftröhre des Patienten
angeordnet ist; und
dass der Versatz so angeordnet ist, dass die
folgenden Schritte stattfinden:

die Steuereinrichtung (30) ist so ausgebil-
det, dass sie die Versorgung des Gases in-
itiiert, basierend auf dem Synchronisations-
signal, so dass die Gasversorgung initiiert
wird zwischen 25 % und 2 % der Zykluszeit
vor dem Start des Kompressionshubs oder
zwischen 25 % und 48 % der Zykluszeit
nach der Terminierung eines Kompressi-
onshubs; und
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die Steuereinrichtung (30) ist ausgebildet, um die
Versorgung des Gases basierend auf dem Synchro-
nisationssignal zu terminieren, so dass die Gasver-
sorgung zwischen 2 % und 30 % der Zykluszeit nach
dem Start eines Kompressionshubs oder zwischen
52 % und 80 % der Zykluszeit nach der Terminierung
eines Kompressionshubs terminiert wird.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das becherför-
mige Element einer Vakuumdruckquelle ausgesetzt
ist, wodurch das becherförmige Element (43) mit
dem Thorax verbunden wird, so dass ein Brustbein
während eines Depressionshubs aktiv nach oben
bewegt wird.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Syn-
chronisationssignal von einer Druckplatte (74) zur
Verfügung gestellt wird, die an dem Patienten ange-
ordnet ist und die während eines Kompressionshubs
Druckkräften ausgesetzt ist, und die einen Druck-
schalter umfasst, der aktiviert wird, wenn ein Druck
auf die Druckplatte ausgeübt wird zum Aktivieren
des Schalters nach dem Komprimieren des Thorax.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Syn-
chronisationssignal von einem Gasdruckmessgerät
(34) zur Verfügung gestellt wird, das Druck in dem
Gas misst, das dem Patienten zugeleitet wird, be-
nachbart zu dem distalen Ende des Gasversor-
gungsschlauches.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Syn-
chronisationssignal von einem Blutdruckmessgerät
(71,72) zur Verfügung gestellt wird, das Blutdruck in
einem Gefäßsystem des Patienten misst.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Syn-
chronisationssignal von einem Gasflussmesser (49)
zur Verfügung gestellt wird, welcher den Gasaus-
fluss aus den Lungen in die Umgebung misst.

7. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, weiter umfassend:

ein Verengungsventil (38) das den Gasausfluss
von den Lungen des Patienten in die Umgebung
steuert über einen Belüftungsschlauch zum
Schließen des Verengungsventils (38), wenn
die Versorgung des Gases aktiviert ist.

8. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Zykluszeit 60-120 Zyklen pro Mi-
nute beträgt.

9. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei das distale Ende des Gasversor-
gungsschlauches (21) kurz oberhalb der Verbindung
zwischen der Luftröhre und den Branchen angeord-

net ist.

10. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei das distale Ende des Gasversor-
gungsschlauches (21) in einem Trachealtubus vor-
gesehen ist, dessen distales Ende 1 bis 3 cm ober-
halb der Verbindung zwischen der Luftröhre und den
Bronchien angeordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’alimentation en gaz ventilatoire à un pa-
tient pendant un cycle de réanimation cardiopulmo-
naire dans lequel la compression du thorax d’un pa-
tient est effectuée cycliquement comprenant un
temps de compression et un temps de décompres-
sion, définissant une fréquence pour l’alimentation
du coeur en sang oxygéné, ledit dispositif étant cons-
titué des éléments suivants :

un tuyau d’alimentation en gaz (21) ayant une
extrémité distale ;
une source (35) de gaz pour l’alimentation dudit
gaz ventilatoire d’une extrémité proximale dudit
tuyau d’alimentation en gaz pour la distribution
dudit gaz ventilatoire à l’extrémité distale du
tuyau d’alimentation en gaz ;
une vanne de commutation (36) pour initier et
terminer l’alimentation en gaz via le tuyau d’ali-
mentation en gaz ;
un dispositif de commande (30) pour recevoir
un signal de synchronisation basé sur ledit cycle
de réanimation cardiopulmonaire ;
dans lequel ledit cycle de réanimation cardio-
pulmonaire est fourni par un dispositif de réani-
mation cardiopulmonaire mécanique constitué
d’un élément en forme de coupelle (43), qui est
opéré par un mécanisme d’entraînement (42),
de sorte que lorsque le mécanisme d’entraîne-
ment (42) est actionné, le élément en forme de
coupelle (43) comprime le thorax du patient
dans ledit temps de compression ;
caractérisé en ce que
ledit dispositif est actionné pour synchroniser la-
dite opération de la vanne de commutation avec
ledit cycle de réanimation cardiopulmonaire ba-
sé sur ledit signal de synchronisation de sorte
que la vanne de commutation (36) opère avec
la même fréquence que la fréquence de réani-
mation cardiopulmonaire mais décalée en fonc-
tion du cycle de réanimation cardiopulmonaire ;
dans lequel
ladite extrémité distale dudit tuyau d’alimenta-
tion en gaz (21) est disposée dans la trachée
d’un patient ;
et dans lequel ledit décalage est disposé de sor-
te que les actions suivantes prennent place :
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ledit dispositif de commande (30) est confi-
guré pour initier l’alimentation en gaz basée
sur le signal de synchronisation de sorte
que l’alimentation en gaz est initiée entre
25 % et 2 % de la fréquence avant le début
d’un temps de compression ou entre 25 %
et 48 % de la fréquence après la fin d’un
temps de compression ; et
ledit dispositif de commande (30) est confi-
guré pour terminer l’alimentation en gaz ba-
sé sur le signal de synchronisation de sorte
que l’alimentation en gaz est terminée entre
2 % et 30 % de la fréquence après le début
d’un temps de compression ou entre 52 %
et 80 % de la fréquence après la fin d’un
temps de compression.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit
élément en forme de coupelle est exposé à une sour-
ce de pression par le vide, connectant l’élément en
forme de coupelle (43) au thorax, de sorte que le
sternum est activement déplacé vers le haut pendant
le temps de décompression.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
ledit signal de synchronisation est fourni par une pla-
que de pression (74) disposée au niveau du patient
et exposée à des forces de compression pendant un
temps de compression et comprenant un commuta-
teur de compression qui est activé lorsqu’une pres-
sion est exercée sur la plaque de pression pour l’ac-
tivation dudit commutateur à la compression du tho-
rax.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
ledit signal de synchronisation est fourni par un ma-
nomètre (34) mesurant la pression du gaz qui ali-
mente le patient, adjacent à l’extrémité distale du
tuyau d’alimentation en gaz.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
ledit signal de synchronisation est fourni par un ten-
siomètre artériel (71, 72) mesurant la pression san-
guine dans le système vasculaire d’un patient.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
ledit signal de synchronisation est fourni par un dé-
bitmètre de gaz (49) mesurant le débit gazeux sor-
tant des poumons vers l’environnement.

7. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant en outre :

une vanne de constriction (38) contrôlant le débit
gazeux sortant des poumons du patient vers
l’environnement via un tuyau d’alimentation
pour la fermeture de ladite vanne de constriction
(38) lorsque l’alimentation en gaz est activée.

8. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la fréquence est de 60 à
120 cycles par minutes.

9. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel ladite extrémité distale du-
dit tuyau d’alimentation en gaz (21) est disposée jus-
te au-dessus de la connexion entre la trachée et les
bronches.

10. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel ladite extrémité distale du-
dit tuyau d’alimentation en gaz (21) est fournie dans
une sonde trachéale, l’extrémité distale de laquelle
est disposée 1 à 3 cm au-dessus de la connexion
entre la trachée et les bronches.
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