
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

77
7 

94
1

A
1

TEPZZ 77794_A_T
(11) EP 2 777 941 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.09.2014 Bulletin 2014/38

(21) Application number: 14158674.3

(22) Date of filing: 10.03.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
B41J 11/00 (2006.01) B41J 29/17 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 11.03.2013 JP 2013048386

(71) Applicant: Seiko Epson Corporation
Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo (JP)

(72) Inventor: Momose, Seigo
Suwa-shi, Nagano 392-8502 (JP)

(74) Representative: Miller Sturt Kenyon
9 John Street
London WC1N 2ES (GB)

(54) Recording apparatus and recording method

(57) There is provided an adhesive belt (10) which
is configured to support and transport a recording medi-
um (P), a recording head (7) which is configured to record
by discharging ink onto the recording medium which is
supported by the adhesive belt, and a cleaning mecha-
nism (15) which is configured to clean the adhesive belt.
The cleaning mechanism has a cleaning liquid tank (14)
which is configured to have a cleaning liquid (19), a con-

tact section (13) which is configured to come into contact
with the adhesive belt to apply the cleaning liquid and
clean off ink which is attached to the adhesive belt, and
an anti-foaming agent supply section (21) which is con-
figured to supply an anti-foaming agent for ink to the ad-
hesive belt directly or via another member, and the anti-
foaming agent remains on the adhesive belt.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to Japanese Pat-
ent Application No. 2013-048386 filed on March 11,
2013. The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2013-048386 is hereby incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0002] The present invention relates to a recording ap-
paratus and a recording method where a transport mech-
anism, which transports a recording medium using an
adhesive belt, is provided.

Related Art

[0003] In the prior art, recording apparatuses, which
are provided with a transport mechanism which trans-
ports a recording medium by placing the recording me-
dium on a moving belt, are used. Among such recording
apparatuses, there are disclosed recording apparatuses
which are provided with an adhesive belt, as the moving
belt, where an adhesive, which holds the recording me-
dium by bonding such that the recording medium is able
to be peeled off, is attached to a surface where the re-
cording medium is placed. In a case where images are
recorded on the recording medium using the recording
apparatus, there are cases where ink is attached to the
adhesive belt which sticks out from an end section when
recording is performed on the end section of the recording
medium. In addition, in a case where fabric is used as
the recording medium, there are cases where ink is at-
tached to the adhesive belt due to ink bleeding out from
the surface (an image forming surface) of the fabric to
the rear surface.
[0004] As a result, for example, Japanese Laid-Open
Patent Application Publication No. H11-192694 disclos-
es a recording apparatus which is provided with an ad-
hesive belt which performs transporting of the recording
medium and a cleaning mechanism which is equipped
with a wiping roller where the surface around the adhe-
sive belt is formed of a porous polymer material.
[0005] However, in the recording apparatuses of the
prior art which are provided with the adhesive belt which
is able to support and transport the recording medium
such as the recording apparatus which is disclosed in
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application Publication No.
H11-192694, there are cases where bubbles which orig-
inate from ink are generated and the recording apparatus
is soiled when the adhesive belt is cleaned. Here, the
generation of bubbles which originate from ink is partic-
ularly remarkable in a contact section (for example, the
position of the wiping roller in Japanese Laid-Open Pat-

ent Application Publication No. H11-192694) where the
cleaning mechanism of the adhesive belt comes into con-
tact with the adhesive belt.

SUMMARY

[0006] Therefore, an object of the present invention is
to suppress the generation of bubbles which originate
from ink when cleaning an adhesive belt which is able to
support and transport a recording medium.
[0007] In order to solve the problems described above,
a recording apparatus of a first aspect of the present in-
vention includes an adhesive belt which is configured to
support and transport a recording medium, a recording
head which is configured to record by discharging ink
onto the recording medium which is supported by the
adhesive belt, and a cleaning mechanism which is con-
figured to clean the adhesive belt. The cleaning mecha-
nism has a cleaning liquid tank which is configured to
have a cleaning liquid, a contact section which is config-
ured to come into contact with the adhesive belt to apply
the cleaning liquid and clean off ink which is attached to
the adhesive belt, and an anti-foaming agent supply sec-
tion which is configured to supply an anti-foaming agent
for ink to the adhesive belt directly or via another member,
and the anti-foaming agent remains on the adhesive belt.
[0008] According to the present aspect, it is possible
to suppress the generation of bubbles which originate
from ink since the anti-foaming agent for ink is supplied
to the adhesive belt by the anti-foaming agent supply
section. Moreover, the effect of suppressing the gener-
ation of bubbles which originate from ink is further in-
creased due to continued use since the anti-foaming
agent remains on the adhesive belt.
[0009] A recording apparatus of a second aspect of
the invention is the recording apparatus of the first aspect,
which is configured to record in a plurality of recording
modes, and the recording apparatus further includes a
control section which is configured to control at least one
of a supply amount and a supply timing of the anti-foam-
ing agent based on the recording mode.
[0010] According to the present aspect, it is possible
to control at least one of the supply amount and the supply
timing of the anti-foaming agent based on the recording
mode. As a result, for example, since it is easy for bubbles
which originate from ink to be generated in a recording
mode where recording is performed up to end sections
of the recording medium where it is easy for large
amounts of ink to be attached to the adhesive belt, control
which increases the supply amount of the anti-foaming
agent and speeds up the supply timing is possible. That
is, it is possible to effectively suppress the generation of
bubbles which originate from ink.
[0011] A recording apparatus of a third aspect of the
invention is the recording apparatus according to the first
or second aspect which includes a sensor, which is con-
figured to detect the degree of soiling of at least one of
the adhesive belt and the cleaning liquid tank, and which
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includes a control section which is configured to control
at least one of a supply amount and a supply timing of
the anti-foaming agent based on the degree of soiling.
[0012] According to the present aspect, it is possible
to control at least one of the supply amount and the supply
timing of the anti-foaming agent based on the degree of
soiling of at least one of the adhesive belt and the cleaning
liquid tank. As a result, for example, since it is easy for
bubbles which originate from ink to be generated in a
case where the degree of soiling increases due to a large
amount of ink being attached to the adhesive belt, it is
possible to perform at least one of control which increas-
es the supply amount of the anti-foaming agent and con-
trol which speeds up the supply timing. That is, it is pos-
sible to effectively suppress the generation of bubbles
which originate from ink.
[0013] A recording apparatus of a fourth aspect of the
invention is the recording apparatus according to any one
of the first to third aspects, where the contact section is
a rotating brush where at least one of a rotation speed
and pressure on the adhesive belt is variable, and the
recording apparatus further includes a control section
which is configured to control at least one of a supply
amount and a supply timing of the anti-foaming agent
based on at least one of the rotation speed and the pres-
sure which are variable.
[0014] Since the contact section is a rotating brush, it
is easy for bubbles which originate from ink to be gener-
ated according to the rotation speed of the contact section
and the pressure on the adhesive belt although cleaning
power applied to the adhesive belt is high. However, ac-
cording to the present aspect, it is possible to effectively
suppress the generation of bubbles which originate from
ink since at least one of the supply amount and the supply
timing of the anti-foaming agent is controlled based on
at least one of the rotation speed and pressure which are
variable.
[0015] A recording apparatus of a fifth aspect of the
invention is the recording apparatus according to any one
of the first to fourth aspects, where the anti-foaming agent
supply section supplies the anti-foaming agent to at least
one of the cleaning liquid tank and the contact section.
[0016] According to the present aspect, the anti-foam-
ing agent supply section supplies the anti-foaming agent
to at least one of the cleaning liquid tank and the contact
section. Since the generation of bubbles which originate
from ink is particularly remarkable at the contact section,
it is possible to effectively attach the anti-foaming agent
to the contact section and it is possible to effectively sup-
press the generation of bubbles which originate from ink
by supplying the anti-foaming agent to at least one of the
cleaning liquid tank and the contact section.
[0017] A recording apparatus of a sixth aspect of the
invention is the recording apparatus according to any one
of the first to fifth aspects, which further includes a wiper
for the adhesive belt provided between the adhesive belt
and the cleaning liquid tank on a downstream side with
regard to a supply position of the anti-foaming agent in

a moving direction of the adhesive belt.
[0018] According to the present aspect, the wiper is
provided on the downstream side with regard to the sup-
ply position of the anti-foaming agent in the moving di-
rection of the adhesive belt. As a result, it is possible to
recover bubbles which originate from ink at the contact
section. In addition, the wiper is provided between the
adhesive belt and the cleaning liquid tank. As a result, it
is possible to reuse the anti-foaming agent by recovering
a portion of the anti-foaming agent which is supplied to
the adhesive belt.
[0019] A recording apparatus of a seventh aspect of
the invention is the recording apparatus according to any
one of the first to sixth aspects, where the anti-foaming
agent supply section supplies the anti-foaming agent to-
ward the wiper.
[0020] According to the present embodiment, since the
anti-foaming agent supply section supplies the anti-
foaming agent toward the wiper, it is possible for the wiper
to eliminate bubbles when recovering bubbles which orig-
inate from ink which are generated at the contact section,
and it is possible to suppress soiling of the recording ap-
paratus due to bubbles overflowing from the cleaning liq-
uid tank.
[0021] A recording apparatus of an eighth aspect of
the present is the recording apparatus according to any
one of the first to seventh aspects, where the anti-foaming
agent supply section supplies the anti-foaming agent to
the adhesive belt on an upstream side with regard to the
contact section in a moving direction of the adhesive belt.
[0022] According to the present aspect, the anti-foam-
ing agent supply section supplies the anti-foaming agent
to the adhesive belt on the upstream side with regard to
the contact section in the moving direction of the adhesive
belt. Since the generation of bubbles which originate from
ink is particularly remarkable at the contact section, it is
possible to effectively suppress the generation of bubbles
which originate from ink by supplying the anti-foaming
agent to the adhesive belt on the upstream side with re-
gard to the contact section in the moving direction of the
adhesive belt.
[0023] A recording method of a ninth aspect of the in-
vention is performed using a recording apparatus which
is configured to record in a plurality of recording modes
and which includes an adhesive belt which is configured
to support and transport a recording medium, a recording
head which is configured to record by discharging ink
onto the recording medium which is supported by the
adhesive belt, and a cleaning mechanism which is con-
figured to clean the adhesive belt. The cleaning mecha-
nism has a cleaning liquid tank which is configured to
have a cleaning liquid, a contact section which is config-
ured to come into contact with the adhesive belt to apply
the cleaning liquid and clean off ink which is attached to
the adhesive belt, and an anti-foaming agent supply sec-
tion which is configured to supply an anti-foaming agent
for ink to the adhesive belt directly or via another member,
and the anti-foaming agent remains on the adhesive belt.
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The recording method includes controlling at least one
of a supply amount and a supply timing of the anti-foam-
ing agent based on the recording mode.
[0024] According to the present aspect, it is possible
to control at least one of the supply amount and the supply
timing of the anti-foaming agent based on the recording
mode. As a result, it is possible to effectively suppress
the generation of bubbles which originate from ink.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described by way of further example only and with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a schematic side surface diagram repre-
senting a recording apparatus of a first embodiment
of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the recording apparatus
of the first embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 3 is a schematic side surface diagram repre-
senting a recording apparatus of a second embodi-
ment of the present invention;
Fig. 4 is a schematic side surface diagram repre-
senting a recording apparatus of a third embodiment
of the present invention;
Fig. 5 is a schematic side surface diagram repre-
senting a recording apparatus of a fourth embodi-
ment of the present invention; and
Fig. 6 is a flow chart representing an embodiment of
a recording method of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

First Embodiment

Fig. 1 and Fig. 2

[0026] Below, a recording apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention will be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0027] Fig. 1 is a schematic side surface diagram of a
recording apparatus 1 according to a first embodiment
of the present invention.
[0028] The recording apparatus 1 of the present em-
bodiment is provided with a feeding section 2 which is
able to feed out a roll R1 of a recording medium P in order
to perform recording. In addition, a transport mechanism
3 is provided which transports the recording medium P
in a transport direction A using an adhesive belt 10 which
supports the recording medium P on a support surface
F where an adhesive is attached. In addition, a recording
mechanism 4 is provided which records by a recording
head 7 scanning back and forth in an intersecting direc-
tion B which intersects with the transport direction A of
the recording medium P. In addition, a cleaning mecha-
nism 15 of the adhesive belt 10 is provided. Furthermore,

a winding mechanism 18 is provided which has a winding
shaft 17 which winds the recording medium P and a cutter
16 which cuts the recording medium P which is wound.
Here, the "adhesive belt" has the meaning of a belt where
an adhesive, which holds the recording medium by bond-
ing such that the recording medium is able to be peeled
off, is attached to a surface where the recording medium
is supported.
[0029] The feeding section 2 has a configuration where
a rotating shaft 5 is provided to also be used for setting
positions of the roll R1 of the recording medium P in order
to perform recording, and where it is possible to feed out
the recording medium P from the roll R1 which is set on
the rotating shaft 5 to the transport mechanism 3 via a
driven roller 6. Here, when the recording medium P is
fed out to the transport mechanism 3, the rotating shaft
5 rotates in a rotation direction C.
[0030] The transport mechanism 3 is provided with the
adhesive belt 10 where the recording medium P which
is fed out from the feeding section 2 is placed and trans-
ported, and a transport roller 8 and a driven roller 9 which
move the adhesive belt 10. The recording medium P is
placed by being pressed and attached to the support sur-
face F of the adhesive belt 10 using a pressing roller 12.
Here, when the recording medium P is transported, the
transport roller 8 rotates in the rotation direction C and
the adhesive belt 10 moves in a moving direction E.
[0031] The recording mechanism 4 has the recording
head 7 which is able to record by discharging ink onto
the recording medium P which is supported by the ad-
hesive belt 10, a carriage (which is not shown in the di-
agram) where the recording head 7 is mounted, and a
carriage motor 35 (refer to Fig. 2) which moves the car-
riage back and forth in the intersecting direction B. Here,
the intersecting direction B is a direction which is orthog-
onal with regard to the paper surface in Fig. 1.
[0032] During recording, the recording head 7 records
by scanning back and forth, but the transport mechanism
3 stops transporting of the recording medium P during
the recording and scanning (during movement of the re-
cording head). In other words, back and forth scanning
of the recording head 7 and transporting of the recording
medium P are alternately performed during recording.
That is, the transport mechanism 3 intermittently trans-
ports the recording medium P to correspond to back and
forth scanning of the recording head 7 during recording.
[0033] The recording apparatus 1 of the present em-
bodiment is provided with the recording mechanism 4
which records by the recording head 7 scanning back
and forth, but the recording apparatus 1 is not limited to
a recording mechanism with this configuration and the
recording apparatus 1 may be provided with a recording
mechanism which has a so-called line head which is pro-
vided with a nozzle row which discharges ink and is ar-
ranged in a direction which intersects with the transport
direction A.
[0034] The cleaning mechanism 15 of the adhesive
belt 10 is provided with a cleaning liquid tank 14 which
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has a cleaning liquid 19 and a rotating brush 13 as a
contact section which cleans off ink which is attached to
the adhesive belt 10 by coming into contact with the ad-
hesive belt 10 to apply the cleaning liquid 19. In addition,
the cleaning mechanism 15 has an anti-foaming agent
supply section 21 which supplies an anti-foaming agent
for ink to the adhesive belt 10 via the cleaning liquid tank
14 and the rotating brush 13.
[0035] Here, the anti-foaming agent supply section 21
may be configured to supply the anti-foaming agent for
ink directly to the adhesive belt 10.
[0036] In addition, the cleaning mechanism 15 is pro-
vided with a wiper 20 for the adhesive belt 10 between
the adhesive belt 10 and the cleaning liquid tank 14 on
the downstream side with regard to the rotating brush
13, which is the supply position of the anti-foaming agent
to the adhesive belt 10, in the moving direction E of the
adhesive belt 10. It is possible for the wiper 20 to recover
bubbles which originate from ink which are generated at
the contact section of the rotating brush 13 and the ad-
hesive belt 10. In addition, it is possible to reuse the anti-
foaming agent by recovering a portion of the anti-foaming
agent which is supplied to the adhesive belt 10.
[0037] In addition, in the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment, the wiper 20 recovers only a portion
of the anti-foaming agent which is supplied to the adhe-
sive belt 10 and the anti-foaming agent remains on the
adhesive belt 10. As a result, the effect of suppressing
the generation of bubbles which originate from ink due
to continued use of the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment is further increased.
[0038] Here, "the anti-foaming agent remains on the
adhesive belt" has the meaning that a removal section
or the like which removes all of the anti-foaming agent
which is supplied to the adhesive belt by the anti-foaming
agent supply section is not provided. That is, for example,
"the anti-foaming agent remains on the adhesive belt"
has the meaning that a cleaning mechanism or the like
formed of a rotating brush or the like which removes all
of the anti-foaming agent is not provided at a rear stage
of the cleaning mechanism. Accordingly, "the anti-foam-
ing agent remains on the adhesive belt" has the meaning
that a removal section, such as a wiper, which removes
a portion of the anti-foaming agent which is supplied to
the adhesive belt may be provided.
[0039] In addition, the rotating brush 13 of the present
embodiment is a rotating brush where the rotation speed
and the pressure on the adhesive belt 10 are variable. A
rotating brush where at least one of the rotation speed
and the pressure on the adhesive belt 10 is variable is
preferable as the rotating brush 13 in order to increase
the capacity to clean the adhesive belt 10, but the rotating
brush 13 is not limited to such a rotating brush.
[0040] In addition, water is used as the cleaning liquid
in the cleaning mechanism 15 of the present embodiment
and water is supplied to the cleaning liquid tank 14 by a
supply mechanism which is not shown in the diagram.
Waste liquid from the cleaning liquid tank 14 is tempo-

rarily stored in a waste liquid tank 22 by being moved in
a moving direction D, an organic solvent which includes
the anti-foaming agent is supplied from a waste liquid
tube 23 which is at an upper section to a water liquid tank
which is not shown in the diagram, and water discharge
where the main component is water is supplied from a
waste liquid tube 24 which is at a lower section to a waste
liquid tank which is not shown in the diagram.
[0041] In addition, the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment is provided with a sensor 26 which
is able to detect the degree of soiling of the adhesive belt
10, and a sensor 25 which is able to detect the degree
of soiling of the cleaning liquid tank 14.
[0042] The winding mechanism 18 is a mechanism
which winds the recording medium P which is transported
from the transport mechanism 3 via the driven roller 11
as recording is carried out, and it is possible to wind the
recording medium P as a roll R2 by setting a paper tube
or the like for winding on the winding shaft 17 and wrap-
ping the recording medium P around the paper tube or
the like.
[0043] Next, an electrical configuration of the recording
apparatus 1 of the present embodiment will be described.
[0044] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the recording appa-
ratus 1 of the present embodiment.
[0045] A CPU 31 which is in charge of controlling the
entirety of the recording apparatus 1 is provided in a con-
trol section 30. In the CPU 31, a ROM 33 which stores
each type of control program or the like which are exe-
cuted by the CPU 31 and a RAM 34 which is able to
temporarily store data are connected via a system bus
32. In addition, the CPU 31 is connected with a head
driving section 27 for driving the recording head 7 via the
system bus 32.
[0046] In addition, the CPU 31 is connected with an
anti-foaming agent supply section driving section 36 for
driving the anti-foaming agent supply section 21 via the
system bus 32.
[0047] In addition, the CPU 31 is connected via the
system bus 32 with a motor driving section 42 for driving
the carriage motor 35, a rotating brush motor 37, a rotat-
ing brush moving motor 38, a transport motor 39, a feed-
ing motor 40, and a winding motor 41.
[0048] Here, the carriage motor 35 is a motor for mov-
ing the carriage where the recording head 7 is mounted.
In addition, the rotating brush motor 37 is a motor for
rotationally driving the rotating brush 13. In addition, the
rotating brush moving motor 38 is a motor for moving the
rotating brush 13 in directions which approach and move
away from the adhesive belt 10 in order to change the
pressing force of the rotating brush 13 on the adhesive
belt 10. In addition, the transport motor 39 is a motor for
driving the transport roller 8. In addition, the feeding motor
40 is a rotating mechanism for the rotating shaft 5 and is
a motor which drives the rotating shaft 5 for feeding out
the recording medium P to the transport mechanism 3.
Then, the winding motor 41 is a driving motor for rotating
the winding shaft 17.
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[0049] Furthermore, the CPU 31 is connected with a
monitor 43 and a control panel 44 which are provided in
the recording apparatus 1, the sensor 26 which is able
to detect the degree of soiling of the adhesive belt 10,
the sensor 25 which is able to detect the degree of soiling
of the cleaning liquid tank 14, and an interface 45 for
inputting or the like of recording data or the like from an
external apparatus such as a PC, via an inputting and
outputting section 46 for performing transmission and re-
ception of data and signals.
[0050] It is possible for the recording apparatus 1 of
the present embodiment to record in a plurality of record-
ing modes. For example, it is possible to record in a re-
cording mode where recording is performed up to end
sections of the recording medium P in the width direction
of the recording medium P, or a recording mode which
records by recording and scanning the same parts a plu-
rality of times. Then, programs which correspond to the
plurality of recording modes are stored in the ROM 33,
and it is possible for the control section 30 to control at
least one of a supply amount and a supply timing of the
anti-foaming agent based on the recording mode.
[0051] In addition, in the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment, it is possible for the control section
30 to control at least one of the supply amount and the
supply timing of the anti-foaming agent based on at least
one of the degrees of soiling which are detected by the
sensor 26 which is able to detect the degree of soiling of
the adhesive belt 10 or the sensor 25 which is able to
detect the degree of soiling of the cleaning liquid tank 14.
[0052] In addition, in the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment, it is possible for the control section
30 to control at least one of the rotation speed of the
rotating brush 13 or the pressure on the adhesive belt 10
based on at least one of the degrees of soiling which are
detected by the sensors 25 and 26. On the other hand,
it is also possible to control at least one of the rotation
speed of the rotating brush 13 and the pressure on the
adhesive belt 10 regardless of the degrees of soiling
which are detected by the sensors 25 and 26. Then, it is
possible to control at least one of the supply amount and
the supply timing of the anti-foaming agent based on at
least one of the rotation speed of the rotating brush 13
and the pressure on the adhesive belt 10.
[0053] The anti-foaming agent supply section 21 is
configured to supply the anti-foaming agent to the clean-
ing liquid tank 14 in the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment and may be any configuration as
long as the anti-foaming agent for ink is supplied to the
adhesive belt 10 directly or via another member.
[0054] Below, embodiments will be described where
an anti-foaming agent supply position according to the
anti-foaming agent supply section 21 is different.

Second Embodiment

Fig. 3

[0055] Next, a recording apparatus according to a sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed.
[0056] Fig. 3 is a schematic side surface diagram of
the recording apparatus 1 according to the second em-
bodiment of the present invention. Here, the constituent
members which are common to the embodiment de-
scribed above are illustrated with the same reference nu-
merals and detailed description of these constituent
members will be omitted.
[0057] Only the anti-foaming agent supply position of
the anti-foaming agent supply section 21 in the recording
apparatus 1 of the present embodiment is different to the
recording apparatus 1 of the first embodiment.
[0058] In detail, the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment has a configuration where the anti-
foaming agent is supplied to the rotating brush 13. Ac-
cording to this configuration, it is possible to effectively
supply the anti-foaming agent at the contact section of
the rotating brush 13 and the adhesive belt 10 where it
is easiest for bubbles to be generated.

Third Embodiment

Fig. 4

[0059] Next, a recording apparatus according to a third
embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0060] Fig. 4 is a schematic side surface diagram of
the recording apparatus 1 according to the third embod-
iment of the present invention. Here, the constituent
members which are common to the embodiments de-
scribed above are illustrated with the same reference nu-
merals and detailed description of these constituent
members will be omitted.
[0061] Only the anti-foaming agent supply position of
the anti-foaming agent supply section 21 in the recording
apparatus 1 of the present embodiment is different to the
recording apparatuses 1 of the first embodiment and the
second embodiment.
[0062] In detail, the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment is configured to supply anti-foaming
agent toward the wiper 20. According to this configura-
tion, it is possible for the wiper 20 to eliminate bubbles
when recovering bubbles which originate from ink which
are generated at the contact section of the rotating brush
13 and the adhesive belt 10, and it is possible to suppress
the soiling of the recording apparatus 1 due to bubbles
overflowing from the cleaning liquid tank 14.
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Fourth Embodiment

Fig. 5

[0063] Next, the recording apparatus according to a
fourth embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed.
[0064] Fig. 5 is a schematic side surface diagram of
the recording apparatus 1 according to the fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention. Here, the constituent
members which are common to the embodiments de-
scribed above are illustrated with the same reference nu-
merals and detailed description of these constituent
members will be omitted.
[0065] Only the anti-foaming agent supply position of
the anti-foaming agent supply section 21 in the recording
apparatus 1 of the present embodiment is different to the
recording apparatuses 1 of the first embodiment to the
third embodiments.
[0066] In detail, the recording apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment is configured to directly supply the
anti-foaming agent to the adhesive belt 10 on the up-
stream side with regard to the rotating brush 13 in the
moving direction E of the adhesive belt 10. Due to this
configuration, it is possible to supply the anti-foaming
agent to the adhesive belt 10 prior to the rotating brush
13 and the adhesive belt 10 coming into contact, and it
is possible to effectively suppress the generation of bub-
bles.
[0067] In addition, as other configurations, there may
be configurations where the rotating brush 13 is also used
as at least a portion of the anti-foaming agent supply
section as a configuration where it is possible to supply
the anti-foaming agent from the rotating shaft side of the
rotating brush 13 in a direction to the outside.

Embodiment of Recording Method

Fig. 6

[0068] Next, a recording method of the present em-
bodiment will be described.
[0069] Fig. 6 is a flow chart representing the recording
method of the present embodiment.
[0070] Here, the recording method of the present em-
bodiment is an embodiment which is performed using
the recording apparatus 1 of the first embodiment.
[0071] In the recording method of the present embod-
iment, firstly, when recording data is input into the record-
ing apparatus 1 in step S110, the control section 30 con-
firms the recording mode from the recording data in step
S120 and the recording apparatus 1 starts the recording
operation.
[0072] Next, in step S130, the control section 30 con-
firms at least one of the degrees of soiling which are
detected by the sensor 26 which is able to detect the
degree of soiling of the adhesive belt 10 and the sensor
25 which is able to detect the degree of soiling of the

cleaning liquid tank 14.
[0073] Next, in step S140, the control section 30 sets
the rotation speed of the rotating brush 13 and the pres-
sure on the adhesive belt 10 based on the degree of
soiling which was confirmed in step S130, drives the ro-
tating brush 13 under the conditions which have been
set, and confirms the set values of the rotation speed of
the rotating brush 13 and the pressure on the adhesive
belt 10.
[0074] Next, in step S150, the control section 30 sets
at least one of the supply amount and the supply timing
of the anti-foaming agent based on any one or more of
the recording mode, the degree of soiling, the rotation
speed of the rotating brush 13, and the pressure on the
adhesive belt 10.
[0075] Next, in step S160, the anti-foaming agent sup-
ply section 21 supplies the anti-foaming agent under con-
trol by the control section 30 at the supply amount and
the supply timing of the anti-foaming agent which were
set in step S150.
[0076] Next, it is determined whether recording is fin-
ished in step S170, step S130 to step S 170 are repeated
until it is determined that the recording is finished, and in
a case where it is determined that recording is finished,
the recording method according to the present embodi-
ment finishes.

GENERAL INTERPRETATION OF TERMS

[0077] In understanding the scope of the present in-
vention, the term "comprising" and its derivatives, as
used herein, are intended to be open ended terms that
specify the presence of the stated features, elements,
components, groups, integers, and/or steps, but do not
exclude the presence of other unstated features, ele-
ments, components, groups, integers and/or steps. The
foregoing also applies to words having similar meanings
such as the terms, "including", "having" and their deriv-
atives. Also, the terms "part," "section," "portion," "mem-
ber" or "element" when used in the singular can have the
dual meaning of a single part or a plurality of parts. Finally,
terms of degree such as "substantially", "about" and "ap-
proximately" as used herein mean a reasonable amount
of deviation of the modified term such that the end result
is not significantly changed. For example, these terms
can be construed as including a deviation of at least 6
5% of the modified term if this deviation would not negate
the meaning of the word it modifies.
[0078] While only selected embodiments have been
chosen to illustrate the present invention, it will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art from this disclosure that
various changes and modifications can be made herein
without departing from the scope of the invention as de-
fined in the appended claims. Furthermore, the foregoing
descriptions of the embodiments according to the present
invention are provided for illustration only, and not for the
purpose of limiting the invention as defined by the ap-
pended claims.
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Claims

1. A recording apparatus (1) comprising:

an adhesive belt (10) configured to support and
transport a recording medium (P);
a recording head (7) configured to record by dis-
charging ink onto the recording medium that is
supported by the adhesive belt; and
a cleaning mechanism (15) configured to clean
the adhesive belt,
the cleaning mechanism including
a cleaning liquid tank (14) configured to have a
cleaning liquid (19),
a contact section (13) configured to come into
contact with the adhesive belt to apply the clean-
ing liquid and clean off ink which is attached to
the adhesive belt, and
an anti-foaming agent supply section (21) con-
figured to supply an anti-foaming agent for ink
to the adhesive belt directly or via another mem-
ber, the anti-foaming agent remaining on the ad-
hesive belt.

2. The recording apparatus according to Claim 1, which
is configured to record in a plurality of recording
modes, further comprising a control section (30) con-
figured to control at least one of a supply amount
and a supply timing of the anti-foaming agent based
on the recording mode.

3. The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 or
Claim 2, further comprising:

a sensor (25, 26) configured to detect a degree
of soiling of at least one of the adhesive belt and
the cleaning liquid tank; and
a control section (30) configured to control at
least one of a supply amount and a supply timing
of the anti-foaming agent based on the degree
of soiling.

4. The recording apparatus according to any one of the
preceding claims,
wherein
the contact section is a rotating brush (13) where at
least one of a rotation speed and pressure on the
adhesive belt is variable, and
the recording apparatus further comprises a control
section (30) that is configured to control at least one
of a supply amount and a supply timing of the anti-
foaming agent based on at least one of the rotation
speed and the pressure which are variable.

5. The recording apparatus according to any one of the
preceding claims,
wherein
the anti-foaming agent supply section is configured

to supply the anti-foaming agent to at least one of
the cleaning liquid tank and the contact section.

6. The recording apparatus according to any one of the
preceding claims, further comprising a wiper (20) for
the adhesive belt, the wiper being disposed between
the adhesive belt and the cleaning liquid tank on a
downstream side with regard to a supply position of
the anti-foaming agent in a moving direction of the
adhesive belt.

7. The recording apparatus according to Claim 6,
wherein
the anti-foaming agent supply section is configured
to supply the anti-foaming agent toward the wiper.

8. The recording apparatus according to any one of the
preceding claims,
wherein
the anti-foaming agent supply section is configured
to supply the anti-foaming agent to the adhesive belt
on an upstream side with regard to the contact sec-
tion in a moving direction of the adhesive belt.

9. A recording method which is performed using a re-
cording apparatus (1) that is configured to record in
a plurality of recording modes and includes an ad-
hesive belt (10) configured to support and transport
a recording medium (P), a recording head (7) con-
figured to record by discharging ink onto the record-
ing medium that is supported by the adhesive belt,
and a cleaning mechanism (15) configured to clean
the adhesive belt, the cleaning mechanism having a
cleaning liquid tank (14) configured to have a clean-
ing liquid (19), a contact section (13) configured to
come into contact with the adhesive belt to apply the
cleaning liquid and clean off ink which is attached to
the adhesive belt, and an anti-foaming agent supply
section (21) configured to supply an anti-foaming
agent for ink to the adhesive belt directly or via an-
other member, the anti-foaming agent remaining on
the adhesive belt, the recording method comprising:

controlling at least one of a supply amount and
a supply timing of the anti-foaming agent based
on the recording mode.
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