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(54) Method and apparatus for controlling congestion status of mobile communication network

(57) A method and an apparatus determining a policy
by a Policy and Charging Rules Function (PCRF) is pro-
vided. The method of determining a policy by the PCRF
includes receiving congestion status information of a net-
work from a base station, transmitting the congestion sta-

tus information to a content server, receiving a parameter
for adjusting traffic transmission characteristics from the
content server, and determining a policy related to traffic
transmission based on the parameter.



EP 2 779 545 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a method and
apparatus for controlling a congestion status of a mobile
communication network. More particularly, the present
disclosure relates to a method and apparatus for appro-
priately adjusting a data transmission and/or reception
parameter of a user equipment in response to a conges-
tion status occurring in a network.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In a mobile communication network, a base sta-
tion (Radio Access Network (RAN), RAN node, EU-
TRAN, ENB, or Node B) has to transmit and/or receive
data to and/or from a User Equipment (UE) by using lim-
ited frequency resources. When the number of users in
a cell controlled by an RAN node is increased and/or
traffic transmitted and/or received by a UE is increased,
a congestion status may occur in the RAN. In order to
manage such a RAN congestion status (hereinafter used
interchangeably with the term "user plane congestion
status") without deteriorating the Quality of Service (QoS)
experienced by a user, congestion control taking account
of user characteristics and/or service applications is
needed. A system component capable of independently
performing such a congestion status management oper-
ation may include a UE, a communication network, and
a server that transmit traffic.
[0003] In general, when a server transmits the content
requested by a user, traffic transmitted to a UE arrives
at the UE over an operator network, if the user or the
server is not aware that the operator network’s RAN is
under congestion, and requests or attempts to transmit
more data than the data transmittable over the RAN, then
the data cannot be properly transferred to a UE, and the
QoS experienced by the user may deteriorate significant-
ly.
[0004] As an example of a situation where this problem
may arise, consider a case in which a UE receives a
video from a content server and plays back the received
video. When a data rate of 100 kbps is needed by the
video in spite of the fact that only a data rate of 50 kbps
may be provided to the UE due to RAN congestion, the
video buffer may become empty, leading to frequent
pauses of the video. This problem may frequently arise
in the wireless mobile communication environment in
which videos are played by smart phones, and therefore
there is a need for a solution to the problem.
[0005] Accordingly, a method and apparatus for con-
trolling a congestion status such that a non-disrupted
service may be provided to a User Equipment (UE) when
the congestion status occurs in a network is desired.
[0006] The above information is presented as back-
ground information only to assist with an understanding
of the present disclosure. No determination has been

made, and no assertion is made, as to whether any of
the above might be applicable as prior art with regard to
the present disclosure.

SUMMARY

[0007] Aspects of the present disclosure are to address
at least the above-mentioned problems and/or disadvan-
tages and to provide at least the advantages described
below. Accordingly, an aspect of the present disclosure
is to provide a method and apparatus for controlling a
congestion status such that a non-disrupted service may
be provided to a User Equipment (UE) when the conges-
tion status occurs in a network.
[0008] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a method of determining a policy by a Policy and
Charging Rules Function (PCRF) is provided. The meth-
od includes receiving congestion status information of a
network from a base station, transmitting the congestion
status information to a content server, receiving a param-
eter for adjusting traffic transmission characteristics from
the content server, and determining a policy related to
traffic transmission based on the parameter.
[0009] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a Policy and Charging Rules Function (PCRF)
is provided. The PCRF includes a transceiver configured
to transmit and/or receive a signal with one of a base
station and a content server, and a controller configured
to receive congestion status information of a network
from the base station, to transmit the congestion status
information to the content server, to receive a parameter
for adjusting traffic transmission characteristics from the
content server, and to determine a policy related to traffic
transmission, based on the parameter.
[0010] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a method of controlling a congestion status of a
network by a content server that provides a content to a
User Equipment (UE) is provided. The method includes
receiving congestion status information from a Policy and
Charging Rules Function (PCRF), storing the congestion
status information, upon receiving a service request from
the UE, determining a parameter for adjusting traffic
transmission characteristics, based on the congestion
status information, and transmitting the determined pa-
rameter to the PCRF.
[0011] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a content server that provides content to a User
Equipment (UE) is provided the content server includes
a transceiver configured to transmit and/or receive a sig-
nal with one of the UE and a Policy Charging Rules Func-
tion (PCRF), and a controller configured to receive con-
gestion status information of a network from the PCRF,
to store the congestion status information, to determine
a parameter for adjusting traffic transmission character-
istics based on the congestion status information, when
receiving a service request from the UE, and to transmit
the determined parameter to the PCRF.
[0012] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
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closure, a method of determining a transmission priority
of an application by a User Equipment (UE) is provided.
The method includes receiving a policy related to traffic
transmission of the UE from an operator network server,
storing the policy, determining, when application traffic
is generated, whether an application corresponding to
the generated application traffic is included in the policy,
and determining, when the application corresponding to
the generated application traffic is included in the policy,
a transmission priority of the application corresponding
to the generated application traffic. The policy includes
an application identifier, and the determining of whether
the application corresponding to the generated applica-
tion traffic is included in the policy is performed by match-
ing the application to the application identifier.
[0013] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a User Equipment (UE) that executes an appli-
cation is provided. The UE includes a transceiver config-
ured to transmit and/or receive a signal with one of a
base station and an operator network server, and a con-
troller configured to receive a policy related to traffic
transmission of the UE from the operator network server,
to store the policy, to determine whether an application
corresponding to application traffic is included in the pol-
icy when the application traffic is generated, and to de-
termine a transmission priority of the application corre-
sponding to the generated application traffic when the
application corresponding to the generated application
traffic is included in the policy. The policy includes an
application identifier, and the controller determines
whether the application corresponding to the generated
application traffic is included in the policy by matching
the application to the application identifier.
[0014] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a method of controlling a congestion status of a
network by a base station is provided. The method in-
cludes receiving information on a transmission priority of
an application from a User Equipment (UE), the applica-
tion corresponding to application traffic generated in the
UE and corresponding to an application identifier includ-
ed in a policy related to traffic transmission of the UE,
storing the transmission priority, and performing differ-
entiated data transmission based on the transmission
priority.
[0015] In accordance with an aspect of the present dis-
closure, a base station that controls a congestion status
of a network is provided. The base station includes a
transceiver configured to transmit and/or receive a signal
with a User Equipment (UE), and a controller configured
to receive information on a transmission priority of an
application from the UE, the application corresponding
to application traffic generated in the UE and correspond-
ing to an application identifier included in a policy related
to traffic transmission of the UE, to store the transmission
priority, and to perform differentiated data transmission
based on the transmission priority.
[0016] In the method and apparatus for controlling a
congestion status of a mobile communication network

according to the present disclosure, a UE that is provided
with a content or a server that provides a content adjusts
transmission characteristics in response to the conges-
tion status, and thereby the quality of service experienced
by a user may be improved.
[0017] Other aspects, advantages, and salient fea-
tures of the disclosure will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following detailed description,
which, taken in conjunction with the annexed drawings,
discloses various embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] The above and other aspects, features, and ad-
vantages of certain embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will be more apparent from the following description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
Long Term Evolution (LTE) mobile communication
system according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an operation accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 3 illustrates a case where a content server de-
termines a transmission parameter according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 4 illustrates a case where a User Equipment
(UE) receives congestion control information from a
Mobility Management Entity (MME) according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 5 illustrates a case where an application in a
UE performs an operation to manage a congestion
status according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;
FIG. 6 illustrates a case where an application in a
content server performs changing a transmission pa-
rameter according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;
FIG. 7 illustrates an example in which policy logic in
a content server receives congestion status informa-
tion, and an application in the content server deter-
mines a transmission parameter according to an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 8 illustrates an example in which policy logic in
a content server receives congestion status informa-
tion, an application in the content server determines
a transmission parameter, and the content server
receives a new service request from a UE according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 9 illustrates an example in which application
priorities set by an operator network are applied to
congestion control according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure;
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a UE according to an embodiment of the present
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disclosure;
FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of an ENB according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure; and
FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a content server according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure.
FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a PCRF according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0019] The same reference numerals are used to rep-
resent the same elements throughout the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] The following description with reference to the
accompanying drawings is provided to assist in a com-
prehensive understanding of various embodiments of the
present disclosure as defined by the claims and their
equivalents. It includes various specific details to assist
in that understanding but these are to be regarded as
merely exemplary. Accordingly, those of ordinary skill in
the art will recognize that various changes and modifica-
tions of the various embodiments described herein can
be made without departing from the scope and spirit of
the present disclosure. In addition, descriptions of well-
known functions and constructions may be omitted for
clarity and conciseness.
[0021] The terms and words used in the following de-
scription and claims are not limited to the bibliographical
meanings, but, are merely used by the inventor to enable
a clear and consistent understanding of the present dis-
closure. Accordingly, it should be apparent to those
skilled in the art that the following description of various
embodiments of the present disclosure is provided for
illustration purpose only and not for the purpose of limiting
the present disclosure as defined by the appended claims
and their equivalents.
[0022] It is to be understood that the singular forms "a,"
"an," and "the" include plural referents unless the context
clearly dictates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference
to "a component surface" includes reference to one or
more of such surfaces.
[0023] Further, although the following description of
various embodiments of the present disclosure will be
directed to a wireless communication system based on
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM), es-
pecially the 3GPP Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access (3GPP EUTRA) standard, it may be understood
by those skilled in the art that the main gist of the present
disclosure may also be applied to any other communica-
tion system having the similar technical background and
channel format, with a slight modification, without sub-
stantially departing from the scope of the present disclo-
sure.
[0024] For example, the present technology directed
to the Long Term Evolution (LTE) system may also be

applied to the UTRAN/GERAN system having the similar
system architecture. With regard to this, ENB (RAN node)
may be replaced by RNC/BSC, S-GW may be omitted
and/or incorporated in SGSN, and P-GW may corre-
spond to GGSN. Further, the concept of a bearer in the
LTE system may correspond to a PDP context in the
UTRAN/GERAN system. Also, AF may correspond to
any service providing server or content providing server.
In addition, the term "network" as used herein refers to
a configuration including a Radio Access Network (RAN)
and a Core Network (CN).
[0025] FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of an LTE mo-
bile communication system according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure.
[0026] Referring to FIG. 1, the Radio Access Network
(RAN) of the LTE mobile communication system 100 in-
cludes an Evolved Node B (E-UTRAN, ENB, or Node B)
101, a Mobility Management Entity (MME) 103, and a
Serving Gateway (S-GW) 105. A User Equipment (UE)
107 accesses an external network through the ENB 101,
the S-GW 105, and a PDN Gateway (P-GW) 109. An
Application Function (AF) 111 is a device that is respon-
sible for the actual service application, and exchanges
application-related information with a user in the appli-
cation level. The AF 111 may be operated as a content
server that transmits information, in particular, content
data to the UE 107. A Policy and Charging Rules Function
(PCRF) 113 is a device that controls a policy related to
the Quality of Service (QoS) of a user, and a Policy and
Charging Control (PCC) rule corresponding to the policy
is transferred and applied to the P-GW 109.
[0027] The ENB 101 is an RAN node, and corresponds
to a Radio Network Controller (RNC) of the UTRAN sys-
tem 115 and/or a Base Station Controller (BSC) of the
GERAN system 117. The ENB 101 is connected to the
UE over a wireless channel, and performs a similar role
to the existing RNC/BSC. Also, the ENB 101 may use
several cells at the same time.
[0028] In the LTE system, since all user traffic including
a real time service such as a Voice over IP (VoIP) through
an Internet Protocol (IP) are serviced through a shared
channel, an apparatus for collecting and scheduling sta-
tus information of UEs is needed, and the ENB 101
serves as this apparatus.
[0029] The S-GW 105 is a device that provides a data
bearer, and generates or removes a data bearer under
the control of the MME 103. The S-GW 105 performs
similar functions to those of the serving GPRS Support
Node (SGSN) 119 in the 3G Network (GERAN) 117.
[0030] The MME 103 is a device that is responsible for
various control functions, and one MME 103 may be con-
nected to a plurality of ENBs 101. The MME103 is also
connected to the S-GW 105, the P-GW 109, and a Home
Subscriber Server (HSS) 121. The PCRF is an entity that
generally controls QoS and charging for traffic.
[0031] In general, a User Plane (UP) refers to a path
connecting the UE 107 to the RAN node101, the RAN
node 101 to the S-GW 105, and the S-GW 105 to the P-
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GW 109, through which user data is transmitted and/or
received. Of this path, it is the section between the UE
107 and the RAN node 101 that uses a wireless channel
with seriously limited resources.
[0032] In a wireless communication system such as
LTE, QoS may be applied in units of EPS bearers. One
EPS bearer is used to transport IP flows having the same
QoS requirements. Each EPS bearer may be associated
with a set of QoS-related parameters (QoS parameters),
and the QoS parameters include QoS Class Identifier
(OCI) and Allocation and Retention Priority (ARP). The
EPS bearer is based on a PDP context in the GPRS
system.
[0033] Conventionally, when a RAN congestion status
as described above occurs, the ENB 101 manages the
congestion status by controlling data transmission to the
UE 107. That is, a method of delaying traffic transmission
to the UE 107, a differentiated scheduling method, and
the like are used. Accordingly, the UE 107 is inconven-
ienced by service disruption due to traffic transmission
delay, and the like. In particular, when a user is being
provided with a service requiring continuous traffic re-
ception, such as video streaming, the ENB’s traffic trans-
mission delay due to the congestion status may cause
frequent buffering and the like, leading to significant de-
terioration of QoS.
[0034] To solve this problem and effectively manage
a congestion status, the present disclosure proposes a
method of controlling traffic transmission and/or recep-
tion not by a network entity, but by a UE 107 or content
server (not illustrated).
[0035] FIG. 2 illustrates an operation according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. The embodiment
of the present disclosure shown in FIG. 2 describes a
method in which a network provides information on a
congestion status or a condition for a congestion status
to a UE, and the UE adjusts the amount of traffic gener-
ated in an uplink and/or downlink, based on the provided
information and/or condition.
[0036] More specially, an ENB (RAN node) may pro-
vide a UE with direct information on a data rate (generally
expressed in bits per second) at which the UE may trans-
mit data (or a data rate allowed to the UE) or bases for
the determination of the data rate. Upon receiving the
information or bases, the UE may adjust the data rate of
data to be transmitted in an uplink. Further, when the UE
requests a server for data to be transmitted in a downlink,
it may prevent the downlink data transmission from ex-
ceeding a data rate and/or request the server to transmit
data, the size and format of which do not exceed the data
rate.
[0037] Referring to FIG. 2, the ENB 202 may detect
the occurrence of a congestion status in operation 210,
and transmits congestion status information to the UE
100 in operation 220.
[0038] A method of transmitting the congestion status
information to the UE 100 by the ENB 202 includes a
method of broadcasting the congestion status informa-

tion to all or multiple UEs in a cell, rather than a specific
UE 100, at regular periods by using an System Informa-
tion Block (SIB), a method of transmitting the congestion
status information to a specific UE 100 by using RRC
signaling or by using an MAC CE or PDCP header and
an Explicit Congestion Notification (ECN), and the like.
[0039] The congestion status information transmitted
to the UE 100 may include at least one of 1) a data rate
allowed to each UE 100 in the congestion status, 2) an
index indicating one of congestion profiles representing
predetermined states of congestion, 3) an identifier sim-
ply indicating the existence of congestion, 4) a value rep-
resenting the relative severity of congestion, and 5) ap-
plication or service identifiers related to the congestion
status and a transmission parameter for each identifier
or whether the service for each identifier is allowed.
[0040] As an example, when the UE 100 desires to be
provided with a content and play the provided content,
congestion profiles may be predetermined based on bit
rates allowed based on the levels of congestion such that
index 0 indicates that only an SD content with a low bit
rate may be played in the UE 100, index 1 indicates that
a content with a medium bit rate may be played in the
UE 100, and index 2 indicates that an HD content with a
high bit rate may also be played in the UE 100.
[0041] The congestion status information may be
transferred to the UE 100 without distinguishing between
an uplink and a downlink, but it is also possible to sepa-
rately transfer the congestion status information for each
of an uplink and a downlink. Further, when the ENB 202
broadcasts the congestion status information, only infor-
mation on the existence of congestion or the level of con-
gestion may be included in the congestion status infor-
mation, and when the congestion status information is
carried by a signal transmitted to a specific UE 100, all
the above-mentioned information may be included in the
congestion status information.
[0042] In order to determine the congestion status in-
formation, the ENB 202 may consider not only the con-
gestion state, but also the subscription information of the
UE 100 and all traffic characteristics related to the UE
100. The MME may provide the ENB 202 with traffic char-
acteristics or QoS information, as well as the subscription
information of a user, such as the membership level of a
user. For example, the subscription information of a user
may include the QoS class that may be provided to the
user, and the ENB 202 may reflect this information in the
generation of the congestion status information such that
a UE with a lower QoS class has a more limited data rate
than a UE with a higher QoS class.
[0043] Upon receiving the congestion status informa-
tion, in step operation 230, the UE 100 may store the
congestion status information, and then performs an op-
eration for managing the congestion status, based on the
stored congestion status information. This operation is
performed in order to prevent the QoS experienced by a
user from being deteriorated by transmitting and/or re-
ceiving data requiring a data rate higher than the data
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rate that the RAN may provide in the congestion status.
[0044] As an example, the UE 100 may determine a
congestion status condition including a transmission pa-
rameter including content size, content quality (SD or
HD), and/or maximum data rate by making reference to
the details of the congestion profile predetermined ac-
cording to the index received from the network. Upon
determining the congestion status condition, in operation
240, the UE 100 may only request the content server 300
for data transmission consistent with the determined con-
gestion condition. In operation 250, the content server
300 may select data to be transmitted at the request of
the UE 100, and in operation 260, data transmission
and/or reception is performed between the content server
300 and the UE100.
[0045] Instead of directly determining the congestion
status condition, the UE 100 may transmit the congestion
status information to the content server 300, and request
that the content server 300 determine a congestion status
condition including transmission parameter adjustment.
An example of determining the congestion status condi-
tion by the content server 300 will be described below.
[0046] The operation of the UE 100 as described in
FIG. 2 may be performed in response to a content request
occurring after the UE 100 receives the congestion status
information from the ENB 202. As an example, when a
user selects the playing of HD video content through the
user interface of the UE 100.A content request is made
from a content playback application, the UE 100 may
change the quality of the requested content to the SD
level pursuant to the congestion status condition deter-
mined based on the congestion status information, and
request the content server 300 provide the content with
the changed quality.
[0047] In such a case, the UE 100 may display a mes-
sage on the screen, which informs a user that the trans-
mission parameter of the content selected by the user
may be different from that requested to the content server
300. Alternatively, the UE 100 may display a message
on the screen, which asks a user whether to accept the
action to change the transmission parameter.
[0048] Alternatively, the UE 100 may block transmis-
sion of traffic that does not satisfy the given transmission
parameter or block a transmission request. As an exam-
ple, the UE 100 may deactivate the selection button for
HD video content playback in the user interface, and
thereby make it impossible for a user to select an HD
video content.
[0049] FIG. 3 illustrates a case where the content serv-
er 300 determines a transmission parameter according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0050] Referring to FIG. 3, the ENB 202 may detect
the occurrence of a congestion status in operation 310,
and transmit congestion status information to the UE 100
in operation 320. In operation 330, the UE 100 may store
the congestion status information, and then generate an
application information message for a content request to
the content server 300.

[0051] With regard to this, although the UE 100 may
determine a congestion status condition including a
transmission parameter, based on the congestion status
information, and make a service request to the content
server 300, as shown in FIG. 2.The service request may
also carry the congestion status information by a service
request transmitted to the content server 300, thereby
requesting the content server 300 to determine a con-
gestion status condition, as shown in operation 340 of
FIG. 3. As an example, such a request may be transmit-
ted using an HTTP request message format. The format
of the request message transmitted from the UE 100 to
the content server 300 is not limited to the HTTP request,
and other message formats may be used or a new mes-
sage format may be defined.
[0052] Upon receiving the congestion status informa-
tion from the UE 100 through the request message such
as the HTTP request message, in operation 350, the con-
tent server 300 stores the congestion status information
transmitted by the UE 100, and determines a congestion
status condition including a transmission parameter to
be used for the actual traffic transmission, based on the
stored congestion status information. Subsequently, the
content server 300 informs the UE 100 of the determined
congestion status condition including the transmission
parameter through a response message such as a mes-
sage using an HTTP response format in operation 360,
and then transmits and/or receives data to and/or from
the UE 100 in operation 370.
[0053] Just as the ENB 202 considers the subscription
information and the like of the UE 100 in the process of
generating the congestion status information, the content
server 300 may consider user subscription information
such as a subscriber priority (level) or admitted QoS pa-
rameters in determining the congestion status condition.
The content server 300 may receive the subscriber pri-
ority (level) of a user and/or the admitted QoS parameters
from the PCRF through the Rx connection.
[0054] In addition, the UE 100 may also receive con-
gestion control information including the congestion sta-
tus information, the congestion status condition, and the
like from a network entity other than the ENB 202.
[0055] FIG. 4 illustrates a case where the UE 100 re-
ceives congestion control information from the MME 204
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 4, if the UE 100 may transmit
an initial configuration message such as a service re-
quest (RRC configuration) to the ENB 202 in operation
410, then the ENB 202 may inform the MME 204 of a
congestion status when transferring the initial configura-
tion message ’r’ by using separate signaling in operation
420. Alternatively, when the ENB 202 detects a conges-
tion status and/or a congestion status is over and/or
changed. The ENB 202may inform the MME 204 of this,
regardless of the request of the UE 100.
[0057] The MME 204 may determine congestion con-
trol information to be transferred to the UE 100, based
on the subscription information of the UE 100, received
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from the HSS 206 in operations 430 and 440, and con-
gestion status information received from the ENB 202.
The congestion control information may include at least
one of congestion status information and a congestion
status condition. The types, formats, meanings of the
congestion status information and the congestion status
condition, and the operations that the UE 100 performs
upon receiving them are the same as the above case,
so a detailed description thereof will be omitted here.
[0058] When the UE 100 may receive the congestion
status information and determines the congestion status
condition and/or transmits a request message for the
congestion status condition to the content server 300,
the congestion status information received by the UE 100
may be transferred to an upper layer, that is, an applica-
tion that generates a request for data transmission/re-
ception with the content server 300, in the UE 100, and
may be used to determine a transmission parameter.
[0059] FIG. 5 illustrates a case where an application
in the UE 100 performs an operation to manage a con-
gestion status according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.
[0060] Referring to FIG. 5, an application 102 in the
UE 100 may generate a socket for data transmission
and/or reception with the content server 300, and sub-
sequently, if congestion-related information is detected
by the socket manager 104 (hereinafter defined as "sock-
et handler") responsible for the management of the sock-
et during data transmission and/or reception, the socket
handler 104 may transfer the congestion status informa-
tion to the application 102, and the application 102 may
correspondingly adjust a traffic transmission parameter
to transmit data by using the adjusted traffic transmission
parameter and/or inform the content server 300 of the
adjusted traffic transmission parameter.
[0061] More specifically, if an application 102 is exe-
cuted in the UE 100, then the application 102 may make
a request to generate a socket for performing data trans-
mission and/or reception. Such a socket may be man-
aged directly by the Operating System (OS) or may be
managed by one type of software executed with authority
on the OS, and an entity serving to manage the socket
corresponds to the socket handler.
[0062] When the socket is generated, the application
102 may register a request for notifying the application
102 of the occurrence of an event of receiving congestion
status and/or congestion control-related information with
the socket handler 104 in advance.
[0063] When a congestion status occurs in the process
of data transmission and/or reception, the network 200
(RAN node and/or core network node) may provide con-
gestion-related information to the UE 100. If this conges-
tion-related information is provided by an RRC message
(generated by the RAN node) or an NAS message (gen-
erated by the MME) via path 510, then the modem layer
106 (where the MAC, RLC, PDCP, RRC, and NAS layers
are processed) receives and analyzes the congestion-
related information, and transfers the corresponding in-

formation up to the application 102 by the Application
Programming Interface (API) between the socket handler
104 and the modem 106 via paths 520, 540 and 550.
[0064] The RAN node in the network 200 may carry
congestion status information and/or congestion control
information by the IP header or PDCP header of a packet
transmitted to the UE 100. With regard to this, the infor-
mation inserted into the header may include an ECN
and/or at least one of a congestion state, a congestion
level, a congestion control profile, and a data rate allowed
in a congestion status. This information is transferred
from the modem layer 106 in the UE 100 to the upper
layer via path 530, and upon receiving the information,
the socket handler 104 in turn transfers the information
to the application 102 having a socket through which a
packet passes.
[0065] This process in which the socket handler 104
informs the application 102 of congestion-related infor-
mation may be performed when the application 102 reg-
isters a request for notification of a congestion-related
information reception event with the socket handler 104
in advance, as described above, and/or may be per-
formed even when the application 102 does not register
such a request with the socket handler 104.The applica-
tion 102 may also provide a congestion status information
reception method that may be called by the socket han-
dler 104. Upon receiving the congestion status informa-
tion through this process, the application 102 may
change the characteristics such as transmission param-
eter of traffic generated by the application 102 and/or a
content requested to the content server 300, based on
the received congestion status information.
[0066] This process may include not only a process in
which the UE 100 may transfer the congestion status
information received by itself to the content server 300
(echo back), but also a process in which when the UE
100 may receive a congestion profile index from the net-
work 200.The UE 100 may adjust a traffic transmission
parameter, for example, content size, content quality (SD
or HD), maximum data rate, and/or the like by making
reference to the details of the congestion profile based
on the received index, and/or request the content server
300 to adjust a transmission parameter.
[0067] As described above, the UE 100 may perform
the above congestion status management operation for
a content request made in the application 102 after re-
ceiving the congestion status information from the net-
work 200. As an example, when a user selects to play
an HD video content, and a content request correspond-
ing thereto is made, the UE 100 may change the quality
of the requested content to the SD level pursuant to the
transmission parameter determined based on the con-
gestion status information, and request the content serv-
er 300 for the content with the changed quality.
[0068] In such a case, the UE 100 may display a mes-
sage on the screen, which informs a user that the trans-
mission parameter of the content selected by the user
may be different from that requested of the content server
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300, and/or display a message on the screen, which asks
a user whether to accept the action of changing the trans-
mission parameter.
[0069] Alternatively, the UE 100 may block transmis-
sion of traffic not satisfying the given transmission pa-
rameter and/or block a transmission request. As an ex-
ample, the UE 100 may deactivate the selection button
for HD video content playback on the screen, and thereby
make it impossible for a user to select an HD video con-
tent. Such an operation of the UE 100 may include all
the operations described in the above various embodi-
ments, which are performed when the UE 100 receives
the congestion status information from the ENB 202 or
the MME 204. However, there is a difference in that the
operation is performed by the application.
[0070] Although the embodiment of the present disclo-
sure described with reference to FIG. 5 has been de-
scribed based on a socket that is generally used in the
current communication device, the main focus of the
present disclosure is in a process in which the UE trans-
fers the congestion status information or congestion con-
trol information, received from the network system, up to
the application through an API, and the application se-
lects a traffic transmission parameter capable of appro-
priate managing the congestion status, based on the con-
gestion status or control information, and/or requests the
content server 300 to select such a traffic transmission
parameter.
[0071] Further, when the content server 300 deter-
mines a transmission parameter based on a congestion
status, as described in FIG. 3, the content server 300
may either start a process of renegotiating the transmis-
sion parameter of media traffic transmitted and/or re-
ceived with the UE 100 by changing the transmission
parameter settings of the application on the content serv-
er 300, which is directly contacted with the application
102 in the UE 100, and/or change the characteristics
(screen size, quality, data rate, and the like) of traffic
transmitted from the content server 300 to the UE 100
and transmit the changed traffic to the UE 100.
[0072] FIG. 6 illustrates a case where the application
in the content server 300 performs changing a transmis-
sion parameter according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[0073] Referring to FIG. 6, upon receiving congestion
status information from the network 200, the policy logic
304 in the content server 300 may either analyze the
received information and inform the application 302 in
the content server 300 of the analyzed congestion status
information, or personally determine a transmission pa-
rameter to be used in a transmission and/or reception
operation and inform the application 302 of the deter-
mined transmission parameter.
[0074] Upon receiving the information from the policy
logic 304, the application 302 may either start a process
of renegotiating the transmission parameter to be used
for data transmission and/or reception with the UE 100,
and/or change the characteristics (screen size, quality,

data rate, and the like) of traffic transmitted from the con-
tent server 300 to the UE 100 and transmit the changed
traffic to the UE 100 via path 560. In the process of this,
the content server 300 may consider user subscription
information such as the subscriber priority (level) of a
user or admitted QoS parameters.
[0075] FIG. 7 illustrates an example in which the policy
logic 304 in the content server 300 receives congestion
status information, and the application 302 in the content
server 300 determines a transmission parameter accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 7, when a congestion status
occurs, the ENB 200 may detect the occurrence of the
congestion status in operation 710 and inform the PCRF
208 of this in operation 720, and in operation 730, the
PCRF 208 may inform the content server 300 that con-
gestion-related information is received, by using the Rx
interface.
[0077] The PCRF 208 may also inform the content
server 300 of the congestion status information only
when the content server 300 registers a request for no-
tification of the occurrence of a congestion status event
with the PCRF 208 in advance. The congestion status
information transferred to the content server 300 by the
PCRF 208 may include at least one of the existence or
not of congestion, information on the cell where conges-
tion occurs, the ID (list) of a UE, the level of congestion,
and a transmission parameter (content size, quality, data
rate, etc.) allowed to a corresponding service in the con-
gestion status.
[0078] The content server 300 may adjust a traffic
transmission parameter, based on the congestion status
information, in operation 740, and transfer QoS informa-
tion (GBR or MBR, bearer QCI, packet filter, etc.) needed
for traffic transmission back to the PCRF 208 in operation
760. Accordingly, in operation 770, the PCRF 208 may
perform a process for allocating or changing resources
needed for traffic transmission by generating or changing
a PCC rule.
[0079] If data (content) is being currently transmitted
to the UE 100, the content server 300 may also perform
a process for changing a media transmission parameter
(content size, quality, data rate, etc.) directly with the UE
100, as shown in operation 750. In the process described
above, the PCRF 208 or the content server 300 may con-
sider user subscription information such as the subscrib-
er priority (level) of a user or admitted QoS parameters.
[0080] FIG. 8 illustrates an example in which the policy
logic 304 in the content server 300 receives congestion
status information, the application 302 in the content
server 300 determines a transmission parameter, and
the content server 300 receives a new service request
from the UE 100 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[0081] Referring to FIG. 8, when the ENB 202 detects
the occurrence of a congestion status of the network in
operation 810 and transmits congestion status informa-
tion to the PCRF 208 in operation 820, the PCRF 208
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may transfer the congestion status information to the con-
tent server 300 in operation 830. The content server 300
may store the congestion status information in operation
840.
[0082] In the state where the content server 300 re-
ceives the congestion status information through the
PCRF 208 and stores the received congestion status in-
formation in this way, when the UE 100 transmits a new
service request (or content request) to the content server
300 in operation 850, the content server 300 may deter-
mine a new media transmission parameter in consider-
ation of at least one of the initial value of the media traffic
parameter (content size, content quality, data rate, etc.)
requested by the UE 100, the stored congestion status
information, and the subscription information of the UE
100 in operation 860, and transmit the changed informa-
tion to the PCRF 208 in operation 870. In operation 880,
the PCRF 208 may determine a policy by using the re-
ceived information.
[0083] In operation 890, the content server 300 may
also transfer the determined transmission parameter to
the UE 100 by carrying the determined transmission pa-
rameter via a service response. When there is no need
to transfer the changed transmission parameter to the
UE 100, in operation 890, the content server 300 may
transmit data (content), selected and generated corre-
sponding to the transmission parameter, to the UE 100
in operation 900.
[0084] There are several conditions that may be used
when a traffic transmission differentiation scheme is em-
ployed in a congestion status. In general, an ENB deter-
mines traffic transmission differentiation based on QCI,
one of QoS contexts. However, when a plurality of bear-
ers with the same QCI are receiving services, information
capable of determining priorities between the bearers
and/or between various IP flows transmitted using the
bearers is needed.
[0085] Currently, some of application traffic transmit-
ted in a mobile communication network is insensitive to
transmission delay and/or packet loss during transmis-
sion. For example, information that is not recognized and
does not need to be promptly determined by a user, such
as weather information, and/or the version-up or update
information of applications in a UE. Such application traf-
fic may be effectively used for congestion control be-
cause the application traffic insensitive to delay does not
have to be transmitted preferentially to other application
traffic during a congestion period.
[0086] In an embodiment of the present disclosure, in
order to make use of such information, an operator net-
work’s configuration server (OMA-DM server or ANDSF
server) may transfer mapping information between ap-
plication identifiers and application priorities (attended
and/or unattended status) corresponding thereto as con-
figuration information (or policy) to a UE, the UE may
classify currently executed applications based on the
mapping information and inform an ENB of their priorities
or attended and/or unattended status, and the ENB may

apply them to congestion control in a congestion status.
[0087] FIG. 9 illustrates an example in which applica-
tion priorities set by an operator network are applied to
congestion control according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.
[0088] Referring to FIG. 9, the configuration server 400
of the operator network generates a policy or configura-
tion information to be transmitted to the UE 100 in oper-
ation 910, including application identifiers, application
priorities, application attended and/or unattended status,
and a condition for using them, in operation 920, and
transfers the generated configuration information to the
UE 100.
[0089] Upon receiving the configuration information, in
operation 930, the UE 100 may store the configuration
information, and evaluates and classifies currently exe-
cuted applications. Subsequently, when application traf-
fic is generated in operation 940, in operation 950, the
UE 100 may determine if there is an application matched
to the application identifier included in the configuration
information, among applications corresponding to the
generated traffic, and when there is a matched applica-
tion, determines the transmission priority and/or attended
and/or unattended status corresponding to the applica-
tion identifier.
[0090] Whether to perform such an operation may be
determined based on the use condition predetermined
in the policy and/or configuration information. The use
condition may include a condition indicating that the op-
eration is performed only when congestion status infor-
mation is received from an RAN node or a congestion
level informed by an RAN node is a certain level or higher,
a time condition, a location information, or the like. Ac-
cordingly, if the use condition is satisfied and the appli-
cation matched to the received application identifier is
being executed, the UE may inform the network of the
priority and/or attended and/or unattended status of the
application in operation 960. This means, UE may gen-
erate a control signaling message and send the message
to the network for this purpose. As operation 960 is per-
formed between the UE and the eNB, the control signal-
ing message can be the one of RRC messages.
[0091] It is also possible to combine two examples in
which application priorities set, for controlling uplink traf-
fic transmission under the RAN congestion. As proposed
in the example associated to FIG. 9, the configuration
server of the operator network generates a policy or con-
figuration information to be transmitted to the UE, includ-
ing application identifiers, application priorities, applica-
tion attended and/or unattended status, indication wheth-
er the application is being blocked or not, and a conges-
tion condition for using them, and transfers the generated
configuration information to the UE. Upon receiving the
configuration information, the UE may store the config-
uration information, and evaluates and classifies current-
ly executed applications.
[0092] On the other hand, as described in the example
associated to FIG. 2, the ENB may detect the occurrence
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of a congestion status and transmits congestion status
information to the UE. A method of transmitting the con-
gestion status information to the UE by the ENB includes
a method of broadcasting the congestion status informa-
tion to all or multiple UEs in a cell, rather than a specific
UE, at regular periods by using an System Information
Block (SIB), a method of transmitting the congestion sta-
tus information to a specific UE by using RRC signaling
or by using an MAC CE or PDCP header and an Explicit
Congestion Notification (ECN), and the like.
[0093] The congestion status information transmitted
to the UE 100 may include at least one of 1) a data rate
allowed to each UE 100 in the congestion status, 2) an
index indicating one of congestion profiles representing
predetermined states of congestion, 3) an identifier sim-
ply indicating the existence of congestion, 4) a value rep-
resenting the relative severity of congestion, and 5) ap-
plication or service identifiers related to the congestion
status and a transmission parameter for each identifier
or whether the service for each identifier is allowed. For
example of 5), the eNB may provide the UE with the in-
formation for allowing the UE to decide whether the trans-
mission of uplink traffic or the request for the uplink grant
for specific application or service identifiers or not.
[0094] The congestion status information may be
transferred to the UE without distinguishing between an
uplink and a downlink, but it is also possible to separately
transfer the congestion status information for each of an
uplink and a downlink. Further, when the ENB broadcasts
the congestion status information, only information on
the existence of congestion, the level of congestion, or
the blocking status (i.e., whether the transmission/re-
quest for uplink traffic is blocked or not) of specific appli-
cation or service identifiers may be included in the con-
gestion status information, and when the congestion sta-
tus information is carried by a signal transmitted to a spe-
cific UE, all the above-mentioned information may be in-
cluded in the congestion status information.
[0095] In order to determine the congestion status in-
formation, the ENB may consider not only the congestion
state, but also the subscription information of the UE and
all traffic characteristics related to the UE. The MME may
provide the ENB with traffic characteristics or QoS infor-
mation, as well as the subscription information of a user,
such as the membership level of a user. For example,
the subscription information of a user may include the
QoS class that maybe provided to the user, and the ENB
may reflect this information in the generation of the con-
gestion status information such that a UE with a lower
QoS class has a more limited data rate than a UE with a
higher QoS class.
[0096] Upon receiving the congestion status informa-
tion, the UE may store the congestion status information,
and then performs an operation for managing the con-
gestion status, based on the stored congestion status
information received from the eNB and the configuration
information received from the configuration/policy server.
That is, when application traffic is generated, the UE may

determine if there is an application matched to the appli-
cation identifier included in the configuration information,
among applications corresponding to the generated traf-
fic, and when there is a matched application, determines
the traffic blocking status and/or attended and/or unat-
tended status corresponding to the application identifier.
If the received congestion status information indicates
that the transmission or request for unattended traffic is
blocked, and the generated application traffic is subject
to being blocked and is identified as unattended accord-
ing to the configuration, the UE blocks the generated up-
link traffic or the associated the uplink grant request.
[0097] When a plurality of applications are being exe-
cuted, the information transferred to the network may be
information on all the respective applications and/or a
combination of information on the respective applica-
tions, for example, information on the application that has
the highest priority among the currently executed appli-
cations or attended information indicating that the sta-
tuses of one or more applications are classified as at-
tended.
[0098] Upon receiving this information, in operation
970, the network ENB 202 may store the priority infor-
mation and subsequently use it for differentiated trans-
mission in a congestion status. As an example, for traffic
with the same subscription priority and bearer QCI, it is
possible to apply transmission (scheduling) differentia-
tion according to application priorities or delay transmis-
sion (scheduling) of traffic classified as unattended.
[0099] FIG. 10 illustrates a configuration of the UE 100
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0100] Referring to FIG. 10, the UE 100 may include a
transceiver 112, a controller 114, and a storage unit 116.
[0101] The transceiver 112 may transmit and/or re-
ceive a signal with the network, receive a signal including
congestion status information, a congestion status con-
dition, and the like from the network, and transmit a signal
such as a content request, under the control of the con-
troller 114.
[0102] The controller 114 may control the congestion
status management operation of the UE 100 described
above. More specially, upon receiving congestion status
information, the controller 114 may correspondingly de-
termine a congestion status condition including a trans-
mission parameter for data transmission and/or recep-
tion with the content server 300, or may also transmit a
content request message including the congestion status
information to the content server, thereby requesting the
content server to determine a transmission parameter.
Further, the controller 114 may transfer the congestion
status information to the upper layer, that is, the socket
handler 104 and the application 102, and thereby allow
the application 102 to perform the congestion manage-
ment operation.
[0103] The storage unit 116 may store congestion sta-
tus information and a congestion status condition re-
ceived from the network, and may store configuration
information received from the configuration server 400
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of the operator network, as shown in FIG. 9.
[0104] FIG. 11 illustrates a configuration of the ENB
202 according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.
[0105] Referring to FIG. 11, the ENB 202 may include
a UE transceiver 212, a server transceiver 214, a con-
troller 216, and a storage unit 218.
[0106] The UE transceiver 212 and the server trans-
ceiver 214 transmit and/or receive a signal with the UE
100 and another network node respectively, and transfer
various pieces of information including congestion status
information and a congestion status condition to the UE
100 and/or another network node.
[0107] Upon detecting a congestion status of the net-
work, the controller 216 may correspondingly generate
congestion status information, and control the transceiv-
ers 212, 214 to transmit the generated congestion status
information to the UE 100 or another network node. In
addition, the controller 216 may store application priori-
ties received from the UE 100, and use the stored appli-
cation priorities for differentiated traffic transmission in a
congestion status.
[0108] The storage unit 218 may store various pieces
of information related to a congestion status, including
congestion status information, the priority information of
applications executed in the UE 100, and the like.
[0109] FIG. 12 illustrates a configuration of the content
server 300 according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.
[0110] Referring to FIG. 12, the content server 300 may
include a transceiver 312, a controller 314, a storage unit
316, and a policy determiner 318.
[0111] The transceiver 312 may transmit and/or re-
ceive a signal with the network, and the transmitted
and/or received signal may include congestion status in-
formation, a congestion status condition, a content re-
quest, and other information.
[0112] Upon receiving a congestion status condition
from the UE 100, the controller 314 may determine the
transmission characteristics of data to be transmitted to
the UE, based on a transmission parameter included in
the congestion status condition, and upon receiving con-
gestion status information from the UE 100, determine a
congestion status condition such as a transmission pa-
rameter for data transmission and/or reception with the
UE 100, based on the corresponding congestion status
information. The storage unit 316 may store the conges-
tion status information and the congestion status condi-
tion.
[0113] Upon receiving congestion status information
from the PCRF 208 in the network, the policy determiner
318 may transfer the information to the application 302
in the content server 300, and thereby allows the appli-
cation 302 to perform the congestion status management
operation.
[0114] FIG. 13 illustrates a configuration of the PCRF
208 according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0115] Referring to FIG. 13, the PCRF 208 may include

a transceiver 222, a controller 224, a storage unit 226,
and a policy determiner 228.The transceiver 222 may
transmit and/or receive a signal with the network, and
the transmitted and/or received signal may include con-
gestion status information, a congestion status condition,
a content request, and other information.
[0116] Upon receiving a congestion status information
from the ENB 202, the controller 224 may transfer the
congestion status information to the content server 300.
Upon receiving changed information(i.e., new media
transmission parameter) from the content server 300, the
policy determiner 228 may determine a policy by using
the received information. The storage unit 226 may store
the congestion status information, the congestion status
condition, the changed information and the policy.
[0117] A person having ordinary skill in the art will ap-
preciate that it is possible to implement the present dis-
closure in any other form without changing the technical
idea or the essential characteristics of the present dis-
closure. Therefore, it should be understood that the
above-described various embodiments are illustrative
and are not limiting under any possible interpretation.
The scope of the present disclosure is defined by the
appended claims to be described below, rather than the
detailed description. Accordingly, it should be appreciat-
ed that all modifications or variations derived from the
meaning and scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents are included in the scope of the present dis-
closure.
[0118] While the present disclosure has been shown
and described with reference to various embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure as defined by the appended claims
and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method of determining a transmission priority of
an application by a User Equipment, UE, the method
comprising:

receiving a policy related to traffic transmission
of the UE from an operator network server;
storing the policy;
determining, when application traffic is generat-
ed, whether an application corresponding to the
generated application traffic is included in the
policy; and
determining, when the application correspond-
ing to the generated application traffic is includ-
ed in the policy, a transmission priority of the
application corresponding to the generated ap-
plication traffic,
wherein the policy includes an application iden-
tifier, and the determining of whether the appli-
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cation corresponding to the generated applica-
tion traffic is included in the policy is performed
by matching the application to the application
identifier.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the policy includes
a predetermined use condition, and the method fur-
ther comprising:

transmitting the determined transmission prior-
ity to a base station when the predetermined use
condition is satisfied.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the use condition
includes at least one of a condition indicating that
congestion status information is received from a Ra-
dio Access Network, RAN, node, a condition indicat-
ing that a congestion level included in the congestion
status information received from the RAN node is
greater than or equal to a reference value, a condition
indicating that a current time corresponds to a spe-
cific time period, and a condition indicating that a
current location of the UE corresponds to a specific
location.

4. A User Equipment, UE, for executing an application,
the UE comprising:

a transceiver configured to transmit and/or re-
ceive a signal to and/or from one of a base sta-
tion and an operator network server; and
a controller configured to receive a policy related
to traffic transmission of the UE from the oper-
ator network server, to store the policy, to deter-
mine whether an application corresponding to
application traffic is included in the policy when
the application traffic is generated, and to deter-
mine a transmission priority of the application
corresponding to the generated application traf-
fic when the application corresponding to the
generated application traffic is included in the
policy,
wherein the policy includes an application iden-
tifier, and the controller determines whether the
application corresponding to the generated ap-
plication traffic is included in the policy by match-
ing the application to the application identifier.

5. The UE of claim 4, wherein the policy includes a pre-
determined use condition, and the controller is con-
figured to transmit the determined transmission pri-
ority to the base station when the predetermined use
condition is satisfied.

6. The UE of claim 5, wherein the use condition includes
at least one of a condition indicating that congestion
status information is received from a Radio Access
Network (RAN) node, a condition indicating that a

congestion level included in the congestion status
information received from the RAN node is equal to
or higher than a predetermined reference value, a
condition indicating that a current time corresponds
to a predetermined time, and a condition indicating
that a current location of the UE corresponds to a
specific location.

7. A method of controlling a congestion status of a net-
work by a base station, the method comprising:

receiving information on a transmission priority
of an application from a User Equipment (UE),
the application corresponding to application traf-
fic generated in the UE and corresponding to an
application identifier included in a policy related
to traffic transmission of the UE;
storing the transmission priority; and
performing differentiated data transmission
based on the transmission priority.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the differentiated
data transmission is applied to traffic with the same
subscription priority or the same bearer QCI.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the performing of
the differentiated data transmission comprises per-
forming data transmission while placing a lower
transmission priority on traffic classified as an unat-
tended status.

10. A base station for controlling a congestion status of
a network, the base station comprising:

a transceiver configured to transmit and/or re-
ceive a signal to and/or from a User Equipment,
UE,; and
a controller configured to receive information on
a transmission priority of an application from the
UE, the application corresponding to application
traffic generated in the UE and corresponding
to an application identifier included in a policy
related to traffic transmission of the UE, to store
the transmission priority, and to perform differ-
entiated data transmission based on the trans-
mission priority.

11. The base station of claim 10, wherein the controller
is configured to apply the differentiated data trans-
mission to traffic with the same subscription priority
or the same bearer QCI.

12. The base station of claim 10, wherein the controller
is configured to perform the differentiated data trans-
mission by performing data transmission while plac-
ing a lower transmission priority on traffic classified
as an unattended status.
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