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(54) SPINDLE-MOUNTING HEAD FOR A MACHINE TOOL

(57) Described is a spindle mounting head for a ma-
chine tool comprising a supporting body (2) comprising
at least a first arm (3) and a second arm (4) protruding
from a base portion (5) and defining a fork-shaped struc-
ture, a tool-mounting spindle (6) at least partly housed in
the fork-shaped structure and rotatably connected to the
arms (3, 4) for rotating about an axis of oscillation (A)
and movement means (7) operatively interposed be-
tween the supporting body (2) and the spindle (6) for
rotating it about the axis of oscillation (A). The movement
means (7) comprise a first actuator unit (8) and a second
actuator unit (9) housed, respectively, in the first arm (3)
and in the second arm (4).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a spindle-mounting
head for a machine tool, preferably for a machining centre
tilting head machining centre.
[0002] This invention is applied in particular in the sec-
tor of mechatronics, in particular in the production of ma-
chining centres for the aeronautics and aerospace sec-
tors.
[0003] In the prior art, the machining centres are divid-
ed by type and number of "operating" axes; more spe-
cifically, machining centres are known which are
equipped with a tool-holder spindle rotatable about its
own central axis and at the same time tilting, that is, which
can be oriented, by rotation about an axis at right angles
to the central axis. These machines typically have 5 axes
or more, wherein the spindle-mounting head comprises
inside it the movement system, that is to say, the orien-
tation system, of the spindle.
[0004] Patent document US5584621, which is now
quite old, shows a first prior art solution for the movement
of the spindle about the so-called "axis A", that is to say,
the horizontal axis, wherein the spindle is coupled directly
to an electric motor/torque motor.
[0005] This solution does allow a high dynamic level,
free of clearances, but does not allow the generation of
high torques keeping the dimensions of the head re-
duced, an essential specification in certain applications,
such as, for example, that of aeronautics.
[0006] A further prior art solution comprises a screw-
gear coupling, wherein the gear is connected directly to
the spindle whilst the screw is moved, either directly or
by means of gear wheels or belts, by the motor.
[0007] That solution, whilst it is inexpensive and gen-
erally not bulky, has several drawbacks linked to the pres-
ence of clearances, which are intrinsic in the screw-gear
coupling, which, if they are to be limited or eliminated,
lead to an increase in friction, with consequent critical
issues in terms of machining speed and wear.
[0008] According to another prior art solution the mo-
tion between the motor and the spindle is transmitted by
means of a transmission system with gears/gear wheels
positioned in cascade fashion.
[0009] More precisely, the motor is coupled to a cas-
cade of gear wheels which following a series of reduc-
tions transmit the rotational motion to a gear constrained
to the spindle.
[0010] In these solutions there are systems for recov-
ery of the clearance of the elastic type (i.e. springs) or
hydraulic type, applied to one of the branches of the cas-
cade of gears, which allow maximum operating precision.
Disadvantageously, this solution is bulky and structurally
complex, since it has to provide numerous gear wheels
along at least two distinct branches, one of which is in
turn equipped with a preloading system for recovering
the clearance.
[0011] Moreover, since it is a single cascade of gears
which gives the torque and the preloading, the transmis-

sible torque is also a critical parameter and limited.
[0012] The aim of this invention is therefore to provide
a spindle-mounting head for a machine tool which over-
comes the above-mentioned drawbacks of the prior art.
[0013] In particular, the aim of the invention is to pro-
vide a spindle-mounting head for a machine tool which
combines a high level of working precision with a limited
size.
[0014] Moreover, the aim of the invention is to provide
a spindle-mounting head for a machine tool which mini-
mises clearances and has a high thermal and structural
symmetry.
[0015] Said aims are achieved by a spindle-mounting
head for a machine tool having the features described in
one or more of the appended claims and in particular
comprising a supporting body, a tool-mounting spindle
and movement means.
[0016] The supporting body comprises at least a first
and a second arm protruding from a base portion and
defining a fork-shaped structure.
[0017] The tool-mounting spindle is at least partly
housed in said fork-shaped structure and rotatably con-
nected to said first arm and second arm to rotate about
an axis of oscillation.
[0018] The spindle comprises a tool-mounting body ro-
tatable about a relative machining axis at right angles to
said axis of oscillation.
[0019] The movement means are operatively inter-
posed between the supporting body and the spindle to
rotate it about said axis of oscillation.
[0020] According to an aspect of the invention, the
movement means comprise a first actuator unit and a
second actuator unit housed, respectively, in the first arm
and in the second arm and both configured for rotating
the spindle about the axis of oscillation.
[0021] Preferably, each actuator unit comprises a ro-
tary motor configured to generate a drive torque and a
reduction gear unit coupled to said rotary motor and con-
figured to provide to an outlet shaft a transmitted torque
greater than the drive torque. The outlet shaft is oriented
transversely to the axis of oscillation.
[0022] Preferably, for each actuator unit there is a bev-
el gear equipped with a first wheel keyed on said outlet
shaft and a second wheel constrained to said spindle and
coaxial with said axis of oscillation.
[0023] Advantageously, thanks to this solution it is pos-
sible to optimise the control of the oscillation movement
of the spindle, balancing the machine both from the struc-
tural and thermal point of view.
[0024] In this regard, preferably, said first and said sec-
ond actuator unit are configured to generate, on the axis
of oscillation, respective transmitted torques unbalanced
with respect to each other, so as to eliminate the clear-
ance in the kinematic chains.
[0025] More specifically, the two actuator units are con-
trolled according to a master-slave mode.
[0026] The first actuator unit is preferably controlled in
position, that is to say, following a reference defining an
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angular position.
[0027] The second actuator unit is preferably driven in
torque, that is to say, by following a torque reference
associated with the torque generated by the first actuator
unit.
[0028] Preferably, the second actuator unit is control-
led with a torque equal to the torque generated by the
first actuator unit reduced by a constant.
[0029] These and other features and the relative ad-
vantages will become more apparent from the following
non-limiting description of a preferred embodiment of a
spindle-mounting head for a machine tool as illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which:

- Figures 1 and 2 are two specular perspective views
of the spindle-mounting head according to the inven-
tion, with some parts cut away to better illustrate oth-
ers;

- Figure 3 shows the same perspective view of Figure
1 with the entire structure of the spindle-mounting
head transparent;

- Figure 4 shows a front view of the spindle-mounting
head of Figure 1;

- Figure 5 shows a portion of the head of Figure 1
isolated from the rest of the structure;

- Figure 6 is schematic representation of a machine
tool comprising the spindle-mounting head accord-
ing to the invention.

[0030] With reference to the accompanying drawings,
the numeral 1 denotes a spindle-mounting head for a
machine tool 100 according to this invention.
[0031] The spindle-mounting head 1 is located in ma-
chining centres 100 with a tilting head, that is to say, with
spindle-mounting head which is able to vary its orienta-
tion relative to an axis of rotation (or axis of oscillation
"A") which is typically, but not exclusively, horizontal.
[0032] The machining centre, or machine tool 100,
comprises a part-holder table 101, generally rotatable
about its own axis and/or movable along one or more
directions of movements.
[0033] The table is associated with a frame 102 from
which extends a supporting structure or upright 103 for
the spindle-mounting head 1. Said upright 103 is along-
side the part-holder table 101 and extends at right angles
to it along a substantially vertical direction.
[0034] The upright 103 in turn may be movable along
one or more axes of movement relative to the table.
[0035] The upright 103 is also associated with the spin-
dle-mounting head 1, preferably in a movable fashion
along the upright so as to vary the height of the spindle
relative to the part-holder table 101.
[0036] The spindle-mounting head 1 comprises a sup-
porting body 2 equipped with a first arm 3 and a second
arm 4 protruding from a base portion 5 and defining a
fork-shaped structure.
[0037] The base portion 5 of the supporting body 2 is
slidably constrained to the upright 103 for translating

along said substantially vertical direction.
[0038] The two arms 3, 4 extend substantially parallel
to each other starting from two spaced portions of the
base 5 in such a way as to face each other. A housing
space is thus defined between the two arms 3, 4.
[0039] A tool-mounting spindle is at least partly rotat-
ably housed in the fork-shaped structure of the support-
ing body 2, in particular inside said housing space.
[0040] Preferably, the tool-mounting spindle 6 is rotat-
ably connected to the first arm 3 and to the second arm
4 to rotate about an axis of oscillation "A" (or tilt axis).
[0041] The spindle 6 comprises a tool-mounting body
6a rotatable about its own machining axis "B" at right
angles to the axis of oscillation "A".
[0042] Preferably, the spindle 6 is an electric spindle,
that is to say, a spindle equipped with at least one rotor-
stator pack inside it, with a rotor (not illustrated) preferably
keyed directly on the shaft for retaining the tool.
[0043] For this reason, in the preferred embodiment
the spindle 6 comprises a containment body 6b inside of
which are housed a stator, a rotor and a transmission
shaft coupled to said rotor.
[0044] The transmission shaft is rotatable inside the
containment body and coupled to a pack of bearings,
preferably two.
[0045] At its free end there is a portion for retaining/con-
straining a processing tool (not illustrated), defining said
tool-mounting body 6a.
[0046] The tool-mounting head 1 also comprises
movement means 7 operatively interposed between the
supporting body 2 and the spindle 6 for rotating it about
said axis of oscillation "A".
[0047] The movement means 7 are designed to allow
oscillation of the spindle about the axis "A" (as mentioned
preferably, horizontal).
[0048] According to an aspect of the invention, the
movement means 7 comprise a first actuator unit 8 and
a second actuator unit 9 housed, respectively, in the first
arm 3 and in the second arm 4 and both configured for
rotating the spindle 6 about the axis of oscillation "A".
[0049] Advantageously, the presence of two actuator
units 8, 9 complementary to each other and positioned
in the two arms 3, 4 of the supporting body makes it pos-
sible to balance better the structure of the machine and
to guarantee the minimising of the clearances.
[0050] There is also a control unit 13 associated with
the actuator units 8, 9 and configured for controlling them
in a complementary fashion for moving the spindle about
the axis of oscillation "A" and at the same time reducing
the clearances.
[0051] Preferably, in this regard, the first 8 and the sec-
ond 9 actuator units are configured to generate on the
axis of oscillation "A" respective torques transmitted to
each other in an unbalanced fashion so as to eliminate
the clearance in the kinematic chains.
[0052] More specifically, the control unit 13 is config-
ured for controlling the first 8 and the second 9 actuator
units in such a way as to generate transmitted torques
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which are slightly unbalanced with each other and such
as to determine a sufficient preloading to reduce the
clearances of the kinematic chain.
[0053] Preferably, the two actuator units are controlled
according to a master-slave mode.
[0054] The first actuator unit 8 is preferably controlled
in position, that is to say, following a reference defining
an angular position.
[0055] The second actuator unit 9 is preferably driven
in torque, that is to say, by following a torque reference
associated with the torque generated by the first actuator
unit 9.
[0056] Preferably, the second actuator unit 9 is con-
trolled with a torque equal to the torque generated by the
first actuator unit 8 reduced by a constant.
[0057] In the preferred embodiment, this constant is
part of the nominal torque which can be generated by
the first actuator 9, preferably between 2% and 10% of
said nominal torque.
[0058] For this reason, the operating field of the ma-
chine, which ranges from a negative maximum value to
a positive maximum value of the torque which can be
generated, will have three different operating zones.
[0059] In a first, negative working zone, both the tor-
ques generated by the first 8 and the second 9 actuator
unit have the same orientation, generating concordant
torques in a first direction of rotation.
[0060] In a second, positive working zone, both the tor-
ques by the first 8 and the second 9 actuator unit again
have the same orientation, generating concordant tor-
ques in a second direction of rotation, opposite to the first.
[0061] In a third operating zone, interposed between
the first and the second, the torque generated by the first
actuator unit 8 has the opposite direction relative to that
generated by the second actuator unit 9. In this way, a
preloading is generated on the transmission and the
gears operate on opposite sides.
[0062] Advantageously, therefore, in the first and sec-
ond operating zones, in which high torques are generated
(in absolute value), both the actuator units 8, 9 contribute
to satisfy the load and can be used for "heavy" or roughing
processing, which do not require preloading of the axis.
[0063] On the other hand, in the third zone, in which
limited torques are generated (in absolute value), it is
possible to perform precision (finishing) operations which
require low torque and low clearance/high rigidity of the
transmission.
[0064] Preferably, each actuator unit 8, 9 comprises a
rotary motor 10 configured to generate a drive torque and
a reduction gear unit 11 coupled to the rotary motor 10.
[0065] The reduction gear unit 11 is configured for pro-
viding to an outlet shaft 11a a transmitted torque greater
than said drive torque generated by the rotary motor 10.
[0066] Preferably, in the preferred embodiments, the
motor 10 and the reduction gear unit 11 define a gear
motor.
[0067] Preferably, the outlet shaft 11 a is oriented
transversely, more preferably at right angles, to the axis

of oscillation "A".
[0068] In order to transmit the rotational motion to the
spindle 6, the actuator units 8, 9 each comprise a bevel
gear 12 equipped with a first (conical) wheel 12a keyed
on the outlet shaft 11a and a second (conical) wheel 12b
connected to the spindle 6 and coaxial with said axis of
oscillation "A".
[0069] In particular, the second wheel 12b is connected
to the containment body 6b of the spindle, more specif-
ically to a lateral flank of the spindle.
[0070] The bevel gears 12 preferably have the same
transmission ratio, more preferably between 3 and 10.
[0071] Structurally, the first 8 and the second 9 actuator
unit are positioned symmetrically relative to a mid-plane
of the supporting body 2 at right angles to said axis of
oscillation "A" and comprising said operating axis "B".
[0072] More specifically, the two actuator units have
motors 10, reduction gear units 11 and bevel gears 12
positioned specularly to each other, so as to facilitate the
design, maintenance and assembly of the head 1, as well
as guaranteeing thermal and structural balancing.
[0073] Preferably, the supporting body 2 has a sup-
porting frame 15 defining the anchors for the actuator
units and the seats for the rotation bearings of the spindle
6.
[0074] At the axis of oscillation "A" there are at least
two supports connected to respective bearings (the latter
connected to the second wheel 12b of the bevel gears
12).
[0075] Two plates 14 are, on the other hand, housed
inside the first arm 3 and the second arm 4. Thus, the
supporting body 2 comprises at least one supporting
plate 14 housed both in the first arm 3 and in the second
arm 4. More specifically, at the first arm 3 and the second
arm 4 it has respective supporting plates 14.
[0076] Each support plate 14 has at least one first face
14a and a second face 14b opposite to each other and
both transversal to said axis of oscillation "A".
[0077] The plates 14 have a first face oriented towards
the spindle 6 and a second face 14b oriented away from
the spindle 6.
[0078] It should be noted that, preferably, the plate 14
is located in the proximity of the second wheel (conical)
12b of the bevel gear 12.
[0079] In this regard, the rotary motor 10 or the reduc-
tion gear unit 11 (if necessary both) of each actuator unit
8, 9 is connected to the plate 14, in such a way as to
have a rigid connection close to the transmission zone
of the torque.
[0080] Preferably, the motor 10 or the reduction gear
unit 11 are connected directly to one of either the first
face 14a or the second face 14b of the respective plate
14.
[0081] In the preferred embodiment, the motor 10 or
the reduction gear unit 11 of each actuator unit 8, 9 are
connected to the second face 14b of the respective plate
14.
[0082] Preferably, the reduction gear unit 11 is con-
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strained to the respective face of the plate 14, with the
outlet shaft 12 and the motor 10 extending away from
each other and in a cantilever fashion relative to the plate
14.
[0083] In this regard, the plate 14 preferably comprises
at least one fastening area "Z" for the respective motor
10 or reduction gear unit 11.
[0084] Each fastening area "Z" comprises means (not
illustrated) for finely adjusting the position of the respec-
tive motor 10 or reduction gear unit 11, preferably defined
by slots or by screw regulating means.
[0085] In the preferred embodiment, the motor 10/re-
duction gear unit 11 (or gear motor) is of the linear type.
[0086] In other words, said rotary motor 10 of each
actuator unit 8, 9 comprises a drive shaft parallel to said
outlet shaft 12 of the reduction gear unit 11. Advanta-
geously, in this way both the gear motors extend in a
straight line away from the axis of oscillation "A" and at
right angles to it; this maximises the volumetric occupa-
tion of arms 3, 4, reducing the overall dimensions of the
head.
[0087] The invention achieves the above mentioned
aims and brings important advantages.
[0088] In effect, the location of two gear motors with
bevel gear transmission on opposite sides of the spindle
allows, on the one hand, to have a high dynamic level in
the motion with equally high torque transmitted, and, on
the other hand, eliminates clearance in a simple manner
whilst keeping the overall dimensions small.
[0089] Advantageously, moreover, in applications with
an electro-spindle it is possible to optimise the occupation
of the structure, reducing the overall dimensions and also
balancing it both from the point of view of the masses
and the forces involved.

Claims

1. Spindle-mounting head for a machine tool compris-
ing:

- a supporting body (2), comprising at least a
first (3) and a second arm (4) protruding from a
base portion (5) and defining a fork-shaped
structure;
- a tool-mounting spindle (6) at least partly
housed in said fork-shaped structure and rotat-
ably connected to said first arm (3) and second
arm (4) to rotate about an axis of oscillation (A);
said spindle (6) comprising a tool-mounting
body (6a) rotatable about a relative machining
axis (S) at right angles to said axis of oscillation
(A);
- movement means (7) operatively interposed
between the supporting body (2) and said spin-
dle (6) to rotate it about said axis of oscillation
(A);

characterised in that the movement means (7)
comprise a first actuator unit (8) and a second actu-
ator unit (9) housed, respectively, in the first arm (3)
and in the second arm (4) and both configured for
rotating the spindle (6) about the axis of oscillation
(A), wherein each actuator unit (8, 9) comprises:

- a rotary motor (10) configured to generate a
drive torque;
- a reduction gear unit (11) coupled to said rotary
motor (10) and configured to supply to an output
shaft (11a) a transmitted torque greater than
said drive torque; said outlet shaft (11a) being
oriented transversely to said axis of oscillation
(A);
- a bevel gear (12) equipped with a first wheel
(12a) keyed to said outlet shaft (11a) and a sec-
ond wheel (12b) connected to said spindle (6)
and coaxial with said axis of oscillation (A).

2. The spindle-mounting head according to claim 1,
wherein said first actuator unit (8) and second actu-
ator unit (9) are configured to generate on the axis
of oscillation (A) respective transmitted torques bal-
anced between them to annul the clearance of the
kinematic chains.

3. The spindle-mounting head according to claim 1 or
2, wherein said first actuator unit (9) and second ac-
tuator unit (9) are controlled according to a master-
slave mode.

4. The spindle-mounting head according to claim 3,
wherein the second actuator unit (9) is controlled with
a torque equal to the torque generated by the first
actuator unit (8) reduced by a constant, preferably
between 2% and 10% of a nominal torque of said
first actuator unit (8).

5. The spindle-mounting head according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the supporting body
(2) comprises at least one supporting plate (14)
housed in each first arm (3) and second arm (4) and
having at least a first face (14a) and a second face
(14b) opposite to each other and both transversal to
said axis of oscillation (A), wherein the motor (10)
and/or the reduction gear unit (11) of each actuator
unit (8, 9) is constrained to the first face (14a) or to
the second face (14b) of the respective plate (14).

6. The spindle-mounting head according to claim 5,
wherein the first face (14a) and the second face (14b)
of each supporting plate (14) are oriented, respec-
tively, in the direction of and away from the spindle
(6); said motor (10) and/or said reduction gear unit
(11) of each actuator unit (8, 9) being constrained to
the second face (14b) of the respective plate (14).
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7. The spindle-mounting head according to claim 5 or
6, wherein each actuator unit (8, 9) comprises a gear
motor defined by the motor (10) and by the respective
reduction gear unit (11), wherein the reduction gear
unit (11) is connected to the respective first face
(14a) or second face (14b) of the plate (14) with said
outlet shaft (11a) and said motor (10) extending
away from each other and in a cantilever fashion
from said plate (14).

8. The spindle-mounting head according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein said rotary motor (10)
of each actuator unit (8, 9) comprises a drive shaft
(10) parallel to said outlet shaft (11a) of the reduction
gear unit (11).

9. The spindle-mounting head according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein said first actuator unit
(8) and said second actuator unit (9) are positioned
symmetrically relative to a mid-plane of the support-
ing body (2) at right angles to said axis of oscillation
(A) and comprising said machining axis (B).

10. The spindle-mounting head according to any one of
the preceding claims, wherein said spindle (6) is an
electro-spindle.

11. A machine tool comprising:

- a part holding device (101);
- at least one upright (103) alongside said part
holding device (101) extending orthogonally to
it along a substantially vertical direction;
- a spindle-mounting head (1) according to any
one of the preceding claims, wherein the base
portion (5) of the supporting body (2) is slidably
constrained to said upright (103) for translating
along said substantially vertical direction.
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