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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to illumination assemblies
comprising Light Emitting Diodes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Published patent US7710045B2 discloses an
illumination assembly comprising a plurality of Light Emit-
ting Diode (LEDs) dies. The illumination assembly com-
prises a substrate which comprises a first electrically con-
ductive layer, a layer of an electrically insulating material
which comprises thermal conductive particles, and a sec-
ond layer of an electrically conductive material. The first
electrically conductive layer is a patterned layer thereby
forming a plurality of metal tracks acting as current con-
ductors. In one embodiment, a bottom surface of the LED
dies are electrically and thermally coupled to a single
metal track of the first electrically conductive layer and
are electrically coupled to another metal track with a wire
bond that is coupled to a top surface of the LED dies.
Wire bonds are relatively small and do not conduct heat
well. In another embodiment, the LED dies have at one
surface two areas for being coupled to an electrical
source, and these two areas are electrically and thermally
coupled to two different metal tracks of the first electrically
conductive layer. The thermal coupling of LED dies to
metal tracks of the first electrically conductive layer al-
lows the heat generated in the LED dies to be transferred
to the first electrically conductive layer. The layer of the
electrically insulating material, which comprises thermal
conductive particles, transfers a significant portion of the
heat towards the second layer of electrically conductive
material. The second layer of the electrically conductive
material may be a metal, which is a thermal conductor.
The second layer may be used to couple the illumination
assembly to a heat sink. If no heat sink is coupled to the
second layer of the electrically conductive material, the
second layer transfers heat to the ambient of the lighting
assembly.
[0003] The transport of heat from the LED dies towards
the ambient and/or a heat sink being coupled to the sec-
ond layer is not high enough for all applications, espe-
cially not when high power LEDs are used.
[0004] US2009/101921A1 discloses a thermal con-
ductivity device and two conducting members each hav-
ing a metal conducting wire and an insulator surrounding
the metal conducting wire and being attached to the ther-
mal conductivity device. LED chips each having a posi-
tive electrode and a negative electrode are disposed at
the top side and an insulation layer is disposed at the
bottom side and bonded to the surface of the thermal
conductivity device. Lead wires are connected between
the positive electrode and negative electrode of the LED
chips and the metal conducting wires of the conducting
members to connect the LED chips in series and in par-

allel.
[0005] US 2009/0250709A1 discloses a LED package
that includes a dielectric plate, a heat conductor, a first
planar electrode and a second planar electrode, a LED
chip, and metal wires. The dielectric plate comprises a
receiving groove defined therein. The heat conductor is
positioned in the dielectric plate opposite to the receiving
groove and comprises a holding portion exposed on the
bottom of the receiving groove. The first and second pla-
nar electrodes are respectively received in the dielectric
plate extending to the receiving groove and are spaced
from the heat conductor. The first and second electrodes
are respectively electrically connected to the LED chip
by the metal wires. The LED chip is mounted on the hold-
ing portion of the heat conductor.
[0006] US 2004/0252503A1 discloses a rope light
comprising a plurality of electrical wires longitudinally ex-
tended therealong, and one or more pairs of first and
second illuminating units, each pair being electrically
coupled between any two electrical wires, each illuminat-
ing unit including a plurality of LEDs coupled in series,
and the first and the second illuminating units in each
pair being connected in parallel.
[0007] US 2010/0277914A1 discloses a lighting appa-
ratus comprising a heatsink having at one side thereof a
recess with at least one groove extending over the length
of the heatsink. A plurality of lighting units are arranged
in the grooves oriented toward the opening of the recess
for the emission of light therefrom and the frame is pro-
vided at the side opposite the opening with heatsink ribs,
the lighting units in the grooves being encapsulated by
an encapsulating material added into the grooves and
being cured therein so as to be in direct contact with the
groove walls and enclosing the lighting units at least up
to the light emitting lenses thereof.
[0008] US 2002/0010245A1 discloses a thermally con-
ductive silicone rubber composition comprising a curable
organopolvsiloxane, a curing agent, and a thermally con-
ductive filler surface treated with a silalkylene oligosi-
loxane.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] It is an object of the invention to provide a light-
ing assembly which provides a better cooling of the LED
dies.
[0010] A first aspect of the invention provides a lighting
assembly. A second aspect of the invention provides a
light source. A third embodiment of the invention provides
a luminaire. Advantageous embodiments are defined in
the dependent claims.
[0011] A lighting assembly in accordance with the first
aspect of the invention is defined in claim 1. The primary
thermal layer is of a thermally conductive material. The
wires are electrically coupled between electrodes of at
least two different Light Emitting Diode assemblies. The
Light Emitting Diode assemblies comprise a sub-mount,
a first and a second metal electrode and a Light Emitting
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Diode die. The sub-mount is of a thermally conductive
and electrically insulating ceramic. The sub-mount has
a first side which is thermally coupled to the primary ther-
mal layer and has a second side being opposite the first
side. The first and the second metal electrode are ar-
ranged at the second side of the sub-mount. The Light
Emitting Diode die is electrically and thermally coupled
with an anode of the Light Emitting Diode to the first metal
electrode and with a cathode of the Light Emitting Diode
to the second metal electrode.
[0012] The lighting assembly according to the first as-
pect provides an advantageous cooling of the Light Emit-
ting Diode (LED) dies. The LED dies are thermally cou-
pled to the electrodes which receive a significant portion
of the heat that is generated in the LED dies. The elec-
trodes conduct a portion of the heat towards the wires
which act as a heat sink and which provide heat to the
ambient of the wires. The electrodes are also applied to
the second surface of the sub-mount, and, thus, a signif-
icant portion of the heat is transferred via the electrodes
and the sub-mount towards the primary thermal layer.
The primary thermal layer functions as a heat sink for the
LED assemblies. The primary thermal layer spreads heat
in a lateral direction and transfers most of the heat to-
wards the ambient of the primary thermal layer. The pri-
mary thermal layer may also be thermally coupled to an-
other heat sink, such as a cooling fin, or an active heat
dissipation means, such as, for example, a Peltier ele-
ment. The primary thermal layer is not electrically con-
nected to any one of the LED dies and is, therefore,
shared among the plurality of LED assemblies and has,
as such, a relatively large surface for transferring heat
towards the ambient. Further, because the primary ther-
mal layer is not electrically coupled to voltages applied
to the LED dies, the primary thermal layer may be coupled
to a heat sink without using additional electrical insulation
means, which would inherently reduce the thermal con-
ductivity of a thermal path from the primary thermal layer
towards the heat sink.
[0013] Thus, the lighting assembly according to the in-
vention has several thermal paths from the LED die to-
wards the ambient such that heat can be transferred ef-
ficiently and effectively towards the ambient. Conse-
quently, the LED dies are well cooled.
[0014] Optionally, the primary thermal layer is a metal.
In another option, the primary thermal layer is, for exam-
ple, graphene, which is also a good thermal conductor.
[0015] Optionally, the wires are arranged in an imagi-
nary plane, wherein the imaginary plane does not inter-
sect with the primary thermal layer. Thus, the wires are
not electrically connected to the primary thermal layer. It
is to be noted that the imaginary plane is not necessarily
a completely flat plane - the plane may also be curved,
for example, if the primary thermal layer is curved as well.
It is only relevant that the wires are not in contact with
the primary thermal layer when the primary thermal layer
is electrically conductive.
[0016] Optionally, the wires are arranged parallel to

the primary thermal layer.
[0017] The lighting assembly further comprises a sec-
ondary thermal material which is thermally conductive
and electrically insulating. The secondary thermal mate-
rial is thermally coupled to the primary thermal layer. The
secondary thermal material is arranged in between a sub-
set of the plurality of sub-mounts and in between a subset
of the plurality of corresponding Light Emitting Diode
dies. The secondary thermal material encapsulates a
subset of the plurality of wires. The secondary thermal
material provides an additional thermal path for conduct-
ing heat towards the primary thermal layer. Heat of the
LED dies may follow a thermal path from the electrodes,
via the wires, via the secondary thermal material towards
the primary thermal layer. Consequently, heat is better
transferred towards the primary thermal layer and, thus,
the LED dies are better cooled. The secondary thermal
material further electrically isolates the wires in between
the LED assemblies.
[0018] Optionally, the secondary thermal material fur-
ther encapsulates a subset of a plurality of solder joints
between wires and electrodes. Thus, an even better ther-
mal pad is obtained from the LED die towards the primary
thermal layer. If all wires and solder joints are encapsu-
lated, the lighting assembly may be used at high voltages
because a good electrical insulation is provided. It is to
be noted that, in optional embodiment, the secondary
thermal material does not touch the LED dies.
[0019] Optionally, the secondary thermal material
comprises Silicone filled with thermally conductive elec-
trically insulating particles. The optional material pro-
vides a relatively good thermal conductivity and a good
electrical insulation. Further, the Silicone is flexible which
is advantageous if the lighting assembly is bent. The Sil-
icone material may further be provided to the lighting as-
sembly by injection thereby automatically filling the spac-
es in between the LED assemblies. The secondary ther-
mal material is a material that is flexible and has to reflect
impinging light. When other materials than Silicone are
used, such as rubber, Polyurethane and Polybutadiene,
the surface of the secondary thermal material on which
light is impinging must be provided with a light reflective
layer.
[0020] Optionally, the thermally conductive electrically
insulating particles comprise at least one of Boron Nitride
hexagonal Boron Nitride, Al2O3, ZnO and TiO2 particles.
Boron Nitride particles are advantageous thermally con-
ductive and electrically insulating particles and, thus, re-
sults in a relatively high thermal conductivity for the sec-
ondary thermal material. Further, Boron Nitride has a
white appearance and reflects visible light relatively well.
Thus, if light emitted by the LED dies impinges on the
secondary thermal material, the impinging light is reflect-
ed and not absorbed. Thus, the Boron Nitride does not
reduce the optical efficiency of the lighting assembly. Fur-
ther, the Silicone filled with Boron Nitride is a relatively
good thermal black body, which means that the second-
ary thermal material radiates heat in the form of electro-
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magnetic waves in the infrared spectral range if it be-
comes relatively warm. Thus, the secondary thermal ma-
terial does not only provide a relatively good thermal pad
towards the primary thermal layer, but transfers also a
portion of the heat towards the ambient of the lighting
assembly.
[0021] Optionally, the primary thermal layer comprises
copper and/or the electrodes comprise copper. Copper
has a relatively high thermal conductivity and is a good
electrical conductor. Thus, the copper contributes to a
better cooling of the LED dies, and the electrodes of cop-
per do not reduce the electrical efficiency of the lighting
assembly. Optionally, the primary thermal layer is a layer
of copper. Optionally, the electrodes are of copper.
[0022] Optionally, the primary thermal layer is flexible.
If the primary thermal layer is flexible, the lighting assem-
bly as a whole is relatively flexible. Thus, it may be used
in applications wherein a flexible or curved light engine
is required. Optionally, the primary thermal layer is thicker
than 70 micrometer. If the primary thermal layer is thick
enough, it spread heat well in a lateral direction.
[0023] Especially if the primary thermal layer is a cop-
per layer which is relatively thin, for example, thinner than
one millimeter, the lighting assembly may be bended to
obtain a required shape.
[0024] Optionally, the LED assemblies are separated
from each other. It means that the LED assemblies do
not touch each other. Either an air gap is present between
them or a, possibly, flexible material is arranged between
them. If the LED assemblies are arranged too close to
each other, the lighting assembly is not flexible enough.
[0025] Optionally, the Light Emitting Diode die is a flip-
chip Light Emitting Diode die. The flip-chip Light Emitting
Diode die has the anode and the cathode at a surface of
the Light Emitting Diode die. The flip-chip Light Emitting
Diode die is arranged with the surface towards the elec-
trodes. Thus, the flip-chip LED is directly thermally and
electrically coupled to the electrodes. A relatively good
thermal path is provided towards the electrodes and no
additional wire bonds are required. The anode or cathode
of certain other types of LED dies need to be electrically
coupled by an additional wire bond which is then present
in the light emitting path of the LED and, thus, contributes
to the optical inefficiency of a system using such types
of LEDs. According to this optional embodiment such an
optical inefficiency is prevented.
[0026] Optionally, the sub-mount comprises Alumini-
um Oxide or Aluminium Nitride. Ceramic sub-mounts
which comprise AlO or AlN are good thermal conductors
and are also good electrical insulators.
[0027] According to a second aspect of the invention,
a light source comprises the lighting assembly according
to the first aspect of the invention.
[0028] Optionally, the light sources further comprise a
transparent tube and the lighting assembly is arranged
inside the transparent tube.
[0029] According to a third aspect of the invention, a
luminaire is provided which comprises the lighting as-

sembly according to the first aspect of the invention, or
comprises the light source according to the second as-
pect of the invention.
[0030] The light source according to the second aspect
of the invention and the luminaire according to the third
aspect of the invention provide the same benefits as the
lighting assembly according to the first aspect of the in-
vention and have similar embodiments with similar ef-
fects as the corresponding embodiments of the lighting
assembly.
[0031] These and other aspects of the invention are
apparent from and will be elucidated with reference to
the embodiments described hereinafter.
[0032] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that two or more of the above-mentioned options, imple-
mentations, and/or aspects of the invention may be com-
bined in any way deemed useful.
[0033] Modifications and variations of the assembly,
the light source and/or the luminaire, which correspond
to the described modifications and variations of the as-
sembly, can be carried out by a person skilled in the art
on the basis of the present description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0034] In the drawings:

Fig. 1 schematically shows a three dimensional view
of a lighting assembly,
Fig. 2a schematically shows a cross-section of the
lighting assembly,
Fig. 2b schematically shows a cross-section of an-
other example of a lighting assembly,
Fig. 3 schematically shows a cross-section of an em-
bodiment of the lighting assembly according to the
invention,
Fig. 4 schematically shows a cross-section of a light
source according to the second aspect of the inven-
tion, and
Fig. 5 schematically shows an interior of a room com-
prising two luminaires according to the third aspect
of the invention.

[0035] It should be noted that items denoted by the
same reference numerals in different Figures have the
same structural features and the same functions, or are
the same signals. Where the function and/or structure of
such an item have been explained, there is no necessity
for repeated explanation thereof in the detailed descrip-
tion.
[0036] The Figures are purely diagrammatic and not
drawn to scale. Particularly for clarity, some dimensions
are exaggerated strongly.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0037] Fig. 1 schematically shows a three dimensional
view of a lighting assembly 100. The lighting assembly
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100 comprises a primary thermal layer 112 of a metal.
On the primary thermal layer are arranged a plurality of
Light Emitting Diode (LED) assemblies 106. Wires 102
are arranged between the LED assemblies 106. The LED
assemblies 106 comprise a ceramic sub-mount 110, a
first and a second electrode 108, 114 arranged on a sur-
face of the ceramic sub-mount 110, and a LED die 116.
The ceramic sub-mount 110 is thermally conductive and
electrically insulating. The ceramic sub-mount 110 has
a first side being thermally coupled to the primary thermal
layer 112 and has a second side being opposite the first
side. The first electrode 108 and the second electrode
114 are arranged on the second side of the ceramic sub-
mount 110. The first electrode 108 and the second elec-
trode 114 are layers of a metal that is electrically and
thermally conductive. The LED die 116 has a cathode
and an anode, and, the specific LED die 116 of Fig. 1
has the cathode and the anode at a single surface of the
LED die. The cathode and the anode are electrically and
thermally coupled to, respectively, the first electrode 108
and the second electrode 114. Thus, LED die 116 is
brought in contact with the two electrodes 108, 114. The
wires 102 are coupled between electrodes of different
LED assemblies by solder joints 104. The LED dies 116
are called flip-chips. Other LED dies may be used as well,
for example, a LED die which has to be brought in contact
with one electrode with one of their surfaces and a wire
bond has to be arranged in between another surface of
the LED die and another electrode.
[0038] If the LED dies 116 receive power via the wires
102 and electrode 108, 114, the LED dies 116 emit light
in a direction away from the lighting assembly. During
the generation of light, the LED dies 116 become rela-
tively hot. To prevent that the LED dies 116 become de-
fective, their heat must be transported away from the
LED dies 116. A relatively small portion will be transferred
directly to the ambient via radiation and convection, e.g.
to the surrounding air. A relatively large portion is con-
ducted towards the first electrode 108 and the second
electrode 114. The first electrode 108 and the second
electrode 114 are manufactured of a metal and, as such,
are relatively good thermal conductors. The electrodes
108, 114 spread the heat in a lateral direction and conduct
most of the heat towards the ceramic sub-mount 110
which is especially designed to conduct most of the heat
towards the primary thermal layer 112. The primary ther-
mal layer 112 is a metal and, as such, a relatively good
thermal conductor. The heat is conducted and spread in
the lateral direction by the primary thermal layer 112 and
the relatively large surface of the primary thermal layer
112 transfers a lot of heat to the ambient (air) via radiation,
convection and conduction.
[0039] The ceramic sub-mount 110 is comprises Alu-
minium Oxide or Aluminium Nitride. Sub-mounts 110
which comprise these materials are in general good ther-
mal conductors.
[0040] The wires 102 may have any shape in cross-
section, such as a square or circular cross-section. Fur-

thermore, they may be relatively thick such that they do
conduct heat relatively well and such that they have a
low electrical resistance.
[0041] In an alternative embodiment, the primary ther-
mal layer is not made of metal but of another material
that conducts heat relatively well, such as grapheme.
[0042] Fig. 2a schematically shows a cross-section of
a lighting assembly 200. The lighting assembly 200 has
the same features and structure as the lighting assembly
100 of Fig. 1. The sub-mounts 110 of the LED assemblies
are, for example, thermally coupled to the primary ther-
mal layer 112 via reflow soldering, or alternatively, they
may be thermally coupled to the primary thermal layer
112 by means of a thermally conductive adhesive. In be-
tween the first electrode 108 and the second electrode
114 and below the LED die 116 an empty space 202 is
shown. This space may also be filled with a thermally
conductive and electrically insulating material, to obtain
a larger thermal contact interface between the LED die
116 and the sub-mount 110. Further, in Fig. 2a an imag-
inary line 204 is drawn through an imaginary plane
formed by the wires 102. The imaginary plane and, thus,
the imaginary line 204, do not intersect with the primary
thermal layer 112, which means that, there is not direct
contact between the wires and the primary thermal 112.
Thus, the primary thermal layer 112 is not in electrical
contact with any one of the electrical signals being
present at one of the electrodes 108, 114. Consequently,
the primary thermal layer 112 is electrically neutral and
can be contacted with any type of heat sink or means for
carrying away heat without the need to apply additional
electrical insulation. In Fig. 2a a further imaginary line
206 is drawn which follows top surfaces 208 of the LED
dies 116. The top-surfaces 208 are the surfaces of the
LED dies 116 which emit, in operation, light. Lines 204
and 206 also do not intersect, which means that the wires
102 do not extend above an imaginary plane formed by
the top-surfaces of the LED dies 116. Thus, the wires
102 are not present in the light emitting path and no light
emission is blocked by the wires.
[0043] Fig. 2b schematically shows a cross-section of
a lighting assembly 250. The lighting assembly 250 is
similar to the lighting assembly 200, however, in between
the submounts 110 of the LED assemblies 106 is ar-
ranged a secondary thermal material 252. The secondary
thermal material 252 encapsulates at least the wires 102
and is thermally coupled to the primary thermal layer 112.
As shown, the secondary thermal material 252 also en-
capsulates the solder joints 104 between the wires 102
and the electrodes of the LED assemblies 106. The sec-
ondary thermal material 252 is a thermally conductive
electrically insulating material. The secondary thermal
material 252 provides a thermally conductive path for
heat from the LED dies 116 towards the primary thermal
layer 112. Thus, more heat of the LED dies 116 is con-
ducted towards the primary thermal layer 112 and, as
such, an improved cooling is provided for the LED dies
116.
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[0044] As shown in Fig. 2b, a gap of a width d1 is
present between the secondary thermal material 252 and
the LED dies 116. The gap of size d1 has to be present
because of manufacturing reasons only. The gap of size
d1 is needed because of the solder wire edge to the side
surface of the LED die 116. Distance d1 should be at
least 200 micrometer.
[0045] In Fig. 2b the imaginary line 206 is also drawn.
The imaginary line 206 is a line in an imaginary plane
formed by the top surfaces 208 of the LED dies 116. The
secondary thermal material 252 does not extend above
the imaginary plane schematically indicated by the im-
aginary line 206 - thus, a distance d2 between the imag-
inary line 206 and a top surface of the secondary thermal
material 252 is larger than or equal to zero. If the sec-
ondary thermal material 252 does not extend above the
top surfaces 208 of the LED dies 116, the material does
not block the light emission of the LED dies 116. If the
secondary thermal material 252 is light transmissive (e.g.
transparent or translucent), the secondary thermal ma-
terial may extend above the imaginary line 206 because
in that case it does not block much of the light emission.
[0046] In an embodiment, the secondary thermal ma-
terial is a Silicone filled with thermally conductive parti-
cles. In a further embodiment, the thermally conductive
particles are Boron Nitride particles. The size of the Boron
Nitride particles shall be within the range from 400 na-
nometer up to 5 micrometer and the weight percentage
of Boron Nitride particles in the secondary thermal ma-
terial shall be in the range of 25 to 35 wt%. Boron Nitride
particles have a white appearance and, consequently,
they reflect light from the LED dies which impinges on
the material. The Boron Nitride particles contribute to the
optical efficiency of the lighting assembly. A Silicone filled
with Boron Nitride particles is further a relatively good
thermal black body, which means that it radiates heat in
the form of infrared radiation when it becomes warm.
Thus, the secondary thermal material 252 does not only
provide a heat conductive path to the primary thermal
layer 112, but also transfers heat to the ambient of the
lighting assembly 250.
[0047] In another embodiment, the thermal conductive
particles comprise hexagonal Boron Nitride, Alumina
(Al2O3), ZnO or TiO2
[0048] The primary thermal layer 112 may be a layer
of copper. The thickness of the layer is indicated with th.
The primary thermal layer 112 should be thicker than 70
micrometer to be able to conduct sufficient heat away
from the LED assemblies 106. In a specific embodiment,
the primary thermal layer 112 should not be thicker than
one millimeter. If the primary thermal layer 112 is of cop-
per and has a relatively small thickness, it is flexible to a
certain extent. If, in that same specific embodiment, the
secondary thermal material is of Silicone with thermally
conductive particles, the lighting assembly as a whole is
relatively flexible and can be used in applications wherein
a curved surface emits light.
[0049] Fig. 3 schematically shows a cross-section of

an embodiment of a lighting assembly 300 according to
the invention. The lighting assembly 300 is similar to the
lighting assembly 250 of Fig. 2b, however, the secondary
thermal material 306 extends beyond an imaginary plane
formed by the top surfaces 208 of the LED dies 116. In
this configuration, the secondary thermal material 306
forms walls of cavities 304 which comprise the LED dies
116. In an advantageous embodiment, the secondary
thermal material 306 is, such that it reflects light that im-
pinges on the walls of the cavity 304. The cavities 304
have a light exit window, and at the light exit window a
specific optical layer 302 may be provided. The specific
optical layer 302 is, for example, a diffusing layer, a color
filter, a layer with micro-collimators, or, for example, a
layer which comprises a luminescent material. The lumi-
nescent material absorbs a portion of the light received
from the LED dies and converts a portion of the absorbed
light towards light of another color.
[0050] Fig. 4 schematically shows a cross-section of a
light source 400 according to the second aspect of the
invention. The light source 400 comprises a light trans-
mitting tube 402 of which a cross-section is presented in
Fig. 4. A lighting assembly according to the first aspect
of the invention is provided within the tube 402 on a por-
tion of the inner surface of the tube 402. The primary
thermal layer 112 is brought into contact with the tube
402 such that the tube may act as a heat sink. The primary
thermal layer 112 is flexible and may, as such, follow the
curved shape of the tube 402. The wires 102 in between
the LED assemblies may also be bent. The tube 402 is
light transmitting, which means that it may be transparent
or translucent.
[0051] It is to be noted that the shape of the light source
400 is not limited to the presented shape of the light trans-
mitting tube 402. In other embodiment of the light source
400, the light source comprises, for example, a traditional
light bulb.
[0052] Fig. 5 schematically shows an interior 500 of a
room comprising two luminaires according to the third
aspect of the invention. At a ceiling 502 a rectangular
luminaire 504 is schematically presented which compris-
es, for example, a plurality of light sources 400 as de-
picted in Fig. 4. At a wall 508 a circular luminaire 506 is
schematically drawn which comprises, for example, the
lighting assembly 250 of Fig. 2b. If the lighting assembly
250 is arranged in a luminaire 506, the primary thermal
layer 112 may be brought in contact with the materials
of the luminaire 506 such that the luminaire 506 acts as
a heat sink.
[0053] It should be noted that the above-mentioned
embodiments illustrate rather than limit the invention, and
that those skilled in the art will be able to design many
alternative embodiments without departing from the
scope of the appended claims.
[0054] In the claims, any reference signs placed be-
tween parentheses shall not be construed as limiting the
claim. Use of the verb "comprise" and its conjugations
does not exclude the presence of elements or steps other
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than those stated in a claim. The article "a" or "an" pre-
ceding an element does not exclude the presence of a
plurality of such elements. The mere fact that certain
measures are recited in mutually different dependent
claims does not indicate that a combination of these
measures cannot be used to advantage.

Claims

1. A lighting assembly (300) comprising:

- a primary thermal layer (112) of a thermally
conductive material,
- a plurality of Light Emitting Diode assemblies
(106), and
- a plurality of wires (102) being electrically cou-
pled between electrodes (108, 114) of at least
two different Light Emitting Diode assemblies
(106),

wherein the Light Emitting Diode assemblies (106)
comprise:

- a sub-mount (110) of a thermally conductive
and electrically insulating ceramic, the sub-
mount (110) having a first side being thermally
coupled to the primary thermal layer (112) and
a second side being opposite the first side,
- a first and a second metal electrode (108, 114)
arranged at the second side of the sub-mount
(110),
- a Light Emitting Diode die (116) being electri-
cally and thermally coupled with an anode of the
Light Emitting Diode to the first metal electrode
(108, 114) and with a cathode of the Light Emit-
ting Diode to the second metal electrode (108,
114), and
- a secondary thermal material (306) being ther-
mally conductive and electrically insulating and
being thermally coupled to the primary thermal
layer (112), the secondary thermal material be-
ing (306) arranged in between a subset of the
plurality of sub-mounts (110) and in between a
subset of the plurality of Light Emitting Diode
dies (116) for encapsulating a subset of the plu-
rality of wires (102) and extending beyond an
imaginary plane formed by top surfaces (208)
of the Light Emitting Diodes dies (116) and form-
ing walls of cavities (304) comprising the Light
Emitting Diode dies (116).

2. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the wires (102) are arranged in a plane,
wherein the plane does not intersect with the primary
thermal layer (112).

3. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,

wherein the cavities (304) have a light exit window
at which an optical layer (302) is provided:

4. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 3,
wherein the optical layer (302) comprises a lumines-
cent material..

5. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the cavities (304) reflect light that impinges
on the walls of the cavity (304).

6. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the secondary thermal material (252, 306)
comprises Silicone filled with thermally conductive
electrically insulating particles.

7. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 6,
wherein the thermally conductive electrically insulat-
ing particles comprise at least one of Boron Nitride,
hexagonal Boron Nitride, Al2O3, ZnO and TiO2 par-
ticles.

8. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the primary thermal layer (112) comprises
copper and/or the electrodes (108, 114) comprise
copper.

9. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the primary thermal layer (112) is flexible.

10. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the primary thermal layer (112) is thicker
than 70 micrometer.

11. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the Light Emitting Diode die (116) is a flip-
chip Light Emitting Diode die having the anode and
the cathode at a surface of the Light Emitting Diode
die (116) and being arranged with the surface to-
wards the electrodes (108, 114).

12. A lighting assembly (300) according to claim 1,
wherein the sub-mount (110) comprises Aluminium
Oxide or Aluminium Nitride.

13. A light source (400) comprising the lighting assembly
(100,200, 250, 300) according to claim 1.

14. A light source (400) according to claim 13, wherein
the lighting assembly (100,200, 250, 300) is ar-
ranged inside a light transmitting tube (402).

15. A luminaire (504, 506) comprising the lighting as-
sembly (100,200, 250, 300) according to claim 1, or
comprising the light source (400) according to claim
13 or claim 14.
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Patentansprüche

1. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300), umfassend:

- eine primäre thermische Schicht (112) aus ei-
nem thermisch leitenden Material,
- mehrere Leuchtdiodenanordnungen (106), so-
wie
- mehrere zwischen Elektroden (108, 114) von
mindestens zwei verschiedenen Leuchtdioden-
anordnungen (106) elektrisch gekoppelte Dräh-
te (102),

wobei die Leuchtdiodenanordnungen (106) umfas-
sen:

- einen Submount (110) aus einer thermisch lei-
tenden und elektrisch isolierenden Keramik, wo-
bei der Submount (110) eine mit der primären
thermischen Schicht (112) thermisch gekoppel-
te erste Seite und eine der ersten Seite gegen-
überliegende zweite Seite aufweist,
- eine auf der zweiten Seite des Submounts
(110) angeordnete erste und eine zweite Metall-
elektrode (108, 114),
- einen Leuchtdiodenchip (116), der mit einer
Anode der Licht emittierenden Diode mit der ers-
ten Metallelektrode (108, 114) und mit einer Ka-
thode der Licht emittierenden Diode mit der
zweiten Metallelektrode (108, 114) elektrisch
und thermisch gekoppelt ist, sowie
- ein sekundäres thermisches Material (306),
das thermisch leitend und elektrisch isolierend
ist und mit der primären thermischen Schicht
(112) thermisch gekoppelt ist, wobei das sekun-
däre thermische Material (306) zwischen einer
Teilmenge der mehreren Submounts (110) und
zwischen einer Teilmenge der mehreren
Leuchtdiodenchips (116) angeordnet ist, um ei-
ne Teilmenge der mehreren Drähte (102) zu
kapseln und über eine durch Oberseiten (208)
der Leuchtdiodenchips (116) gebildete imaginä-
re Ebene hinaus zu gehen und Wände von die
Leuchtdiodenchips (116) umfassenden Hohl-
räumen (304) zu bilden.

2. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Drähte (102) in einer Ebene angeordnet
sind, wobei sich die Ebene nicht mit der primären
thermischen Schicht (112) schneidet.

3. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Hohlräume (304) ein Lichtaustrittsfenster
haben, an dem eine optische Schicht (302) vorge-
sehen ist.

4. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 3,
wobei die optische Schicht (302) ein lumineszieren-

des Material enthält.

5. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Hohlräume (304) Licht reflektieren, das
auf die Wände des Hohlraumes (304) auftrifft.

6. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das sekundäre thermische Material (252, 306)
Silicon enthält, das mit thermisch leitenden, elek-
trisch isolierenden Partikeln gefüllt ist.

7. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 6,
wobei die thermisch leitenden, elektrisch isolieren-
den Partikel mindestens eines der folgenden enthal-
ten: Bornitrid, hexagonales Bornitrid, Al2O3-, ZnO-
und TiO2-Partikel

8. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die primäre thermische Schicht (112) Kupfer
enthält und/oder die Elektroden (108, 114) Kupfer
enthalten.

9. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die primäre thermische Schicht (112) flexibel
ist.

10. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die primäre thermische Schicht (112) dicker
als 70 Mikrometer ist.

11. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Leuchtdiodenchip (116) ein Flip-Chip-
Leuchtdiodenchip ist, dessen Anode und dessen Ka-
thode an einer Oberfläche des Leuchtdiodenchips
(116) vorgesehen sind und der mit der Oberfläche
zu den Elektroden (108, 114) hin angeordnet ist.

12. Beleuchtungsanordnung (300) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Submount (110) Aluminiumoxid oder Alu-
miniumnitrid enthält.

13. Lichtquelle (400), welche die Beleuchtungsanord-
nung (100,200,250,300) nach Anspruch 1 umfasst.

14. Lichtquelle (400) nach Anspruch 13, wobei die Be-
leuchtungsanordnung (100,200,250,300) innerhalb
einer lichtdurchlässigen Röhre (402) angeordnet ist.

15. Leuchte (504, 506), welche die Beleuchtungsanord-
nung (100,200,250,300) nach Anspruch 1 oder die
Lichtquelle (400) nach Anspruch 13 oder Anspruch
14 umfasst.

Revendications

1. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) comprenant :
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- une couche thermique primaire (112) d’un ma-
tériau thermiquement conducteur,
- une pluralité d’ensembles de diodes électrolu-
minescentes (106), et
- une pluralité de fils (102) électriquement cou-
plés entre des électrodes (108, 114) d’au moins
deux ensembles de diodes électroluminescen-
tes (106) différents,

dans lequel les ensembles de diodes électrolumi-
nescentes (106) comprennent :

- un sous-support (110) d’une céramique ther-
miquement conductrice et électriquement iso-
lante, le sous-support (110) ayant un premier
côté thermiquement couplé à la couche thermi-
que primaire (112) et un deuxième côté opposé
au premier côté,
- des première et deuxième électrodes métalli-
ques (108, 114) agencées sur le deuxième côté
du sous-support (110),
- une matrice de diodes électroluminescentes
(116) électriquement et thermiquement couplée
à une anode de la diode électroluminescente
sur la première électrode métallique (108, 114)
et à une cathode de la diode électroluminescen-
te sur la deuxième électrode métallique (108,
114), et
- un matériau thermique secondaire (306) ther-
miquement conducteur, électriquement isolant
et thermiquement couplé à la couche thermique
primaire (112), le matériau thermique secondai-
re (306) étant agencé entre un sous-ensemble
de la pluralité de sous-supports (110) et entre
un sous-ensemble de la pluralité de matrices de
diodes électroluminescentes (116) pour encap-
suler un sous-ensemble de la pluralité de fils
(102), s’étendre au-delà d’un plan imaginaire
formé par des surfaces supérieures (208) des
matrices de diodes électroluminescentes (116)
et former des parois de cavités (304) compre-
nant les matrices de diodes électroluminescen-
tes (116).

2. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel les fils (102) sont agencés dans un
plan, dans lequel le plan n’est pas en intersection
avec la couche thermique primaire (112).

3. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel les cavités (304) ont une fenêtre de
sortie lumineuse à laquelle une couche optique (302)
est fournie.

4. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
3, dans lequel la couche optique (302) comprend un
matériau luminescent.

5. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel les cavités (304) reflètent une lumière
qui heurte les parois de la cavité (304).

6. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le matériau thermique secondaire
(252, 306) comprend de la silicone remplie de par-
ticules thermiquement conductrices et électrique-
ment isolantes.

7. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
6, dans lequel les particules thermiquement conduc-
trices et électriquement isolantes comprennent au
moins l’une de particules de nitrure de bore, de ni-
trure de bore hexagonal, Al2O3, ZnO et TiO2.

8. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la couche thermique primaire (112)
comprend du cuivre et/ou les électrodes (108, 114)
comprennent du cuivre.

9. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la couche thermique primaire (112)
est flexible.

10. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la couche thermique primaire (112) a
une épaisseur supérieure à 70 micromètres.

11. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la matrice de diodes électrolumines-
centes (116) est une matrice de diodes électrolumi-
nescentes à puce retournée comportant l’anode et
la cathode à une surface de la matrice de diodes
électroluminescentes (116) et étant agencée avec
la surface vers les électrodes (108, 114).

12. Ensemble d’éclairage (300) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le sous-support (110) comprend de
l’oxyde d’aluminium ou du nitrure d’aluminium.

13. Source lumineuse (400) comprenant l’ensemble
d’éclairage (100, 200, 250, 300) selon la revendica-
tion 1.

14. Source lumineuse (400) selon la revendication 13,
dans laquelle l’ensemble d’éclairage (100, 200, 250,
300) est agencé à l’intérieur d’un tube de transmis-
sion lumineuse (402).

15. Luminaire (504, 506) comprenant l’ensemble
d’éclairage (100, 200, 250, 300) selon la revendica-
tion 1, ou comprenant la source lumineuse (400) se-
lon la revendication 13 ou 14.
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