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(54) TREATMENT PROCESS FOR A CENTRAL BORE THROUGH A CENTRIFUGAL COMPRESSOR 
WHEEL TO CREATE A ZONE OF COMPRESSIVE RESIDUAL HOOP STRESS ON A 
FRACTIONAL PORTION OF THE BORE LENGTH, AND COMPRESSOR WHEEL RESULTING 
THEREFROM

(57) A process for cold working of the inner surface
of a bore in a centrifugal compressor wheel along only a
fractional portion of the bore length (i.e., along less than
a full axial length of the bore), thereby creating a zone of
compressive residual hoop stress in the metal surround-

ing the bore where the wheel needs the beneficial resid-
ual stress. The process purposefully avoids cold working
of the bore at locations adjacent to high-stress areas and
features of the wheel, where cold working in such loca-
tions could negatively impact the wheel’s overall life.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This application relates generally to centrifugal
compressor wheels, such as for use in turbochargers for
internal combustion engines.
[0002] Typically, the life-limiting mode of a centrifugal
compressor wheel is a low-cycle fatigue (LCF) failure
mode emanating from a crack that starts at or near the
surface of the through bore of the wheel.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0003] An objective of the present technical develop-
ments, which led to the invention herein described, is to
improve the LCF life of a centrifugal compressor wheel
having a through-bore, that is, a central bore extending
entirely through the wheel along the axis of rotation.
[0004] A treatment process in accordance with embod-
iments of the invention requires intimate knowledge of
the stresses of the compressor wheel to pre-fabricate the
conditions for achieving a partial-bore cold working treat-
ment. Embodiments of the invention described herein
relate to a high-speed centrifugal impeller or wheel, which
has high stresses on the impeller bore, impeller blade
root fillets, and impeller back disk. In many of these high-
speed impellers, the shape of the hub-line (from starting
point to ending point of the bore) presents additional chal-
lenges to applying the invention because of variable wall
thickness around the impeller bore and high stress fea-
tures adjacent to the wall areas surrounding the bore. At
these junctions, deleterious overlapping stresses can
substantially reduce the benefit of cold working, if the
cold working is applied without the accommodations pro-
vided for by this invention.
[0005] The present disclosure describes a process in-
volving cold working of the inner surface of the bore along
only a fractional portion of the bore length (i.e., along less
than a full axial length of the bore), thereby creating a
zone of compressive residual hoop stress in the metal
surrounding the bore where the wheel needs the bene-
ficial residual stress. The process purposefully avoids
cold working of the bore at locations adjacent to high-
stress areas and features of the wheel, where cold work-
ing in such locations could negatively impact the wheel’s
overall life.
[0006] In one embodiment described herein, a cold-
working process comprises the steps of:

providing a centrifugal compressor wheel fabricated
of a ductile metal having a tensile yield strength, the
compressor wheel comprising a hub and a plurality
of blades joined to the hub and extending radially
outwardly from the hub, each blade having a blade
root fillet where the blade joins with the hub, the com-
pressor wheel having a first face and an opposite
second face, the hub of the compressor wheel de-

fining a bore that extends centrally through the hub
along a downstream axial direction, the bore having
an axial length;

selecting a fractional portion of the axial length of the
bore defined between a starting point and an ending
point of said fractional portion, wherein the starting
point is spaced axially downstream from the first face
of the compressor wheel and the ending point is
spaced axially downstream from the starting point;
and

cold working the metal at an inner surface of the bore
beyond the tensile yield strength in a hoop-wise di-
rection about the bore, along only said fractional por-
tion of the bore, so as to induce compressive residual
hoop stresses in the metal adjacent the inner surface
along said fractional portion.

[0007] In some embodiments, the cold working step
comprises applying radially outward pressure on the in-
ner surface of the bore along said fractional portion only.
This can be accomplished mechanically in some embod-
iments, such as by using a mechanical tool to apply the
radially outward pressure on the inner surface of the frac-
tional portion of the bore. For example, the cold working
step can comprise axially drawing the tool through the
bore along the downstream axial direction, the tool hav-
ing a diameter that exceeds an initial diameter of the frac-
tional portion of the bore before the cold working step.
Various mechanical tools can be employed, non-limiting
examples of which include a radially expandable mandrel
that can be triggered at the desired location along the
bore, after which the expanded mandrel is then drawn
axially along the bore to cold work the selected length-
wise portion of the bore, or alternatively a split sleeve
and mandrel, wherein the split sleeve is located in the
selected bore portion for treatment and the mandrel is
pulled through the sleeve to expand the sleeve radially
outwardly and thereby cold work the bore portion.
[0008] In some embodiments, the bore can have a
counterbore extending from the first face of the compres-
sor wheel to the starting point of the fractional portion of
the bore, the counterbore having a diameter exceeding
the initial diameter of the fractional portion of the bore
and exceeding the diameter of the tool. The cold working
step then can comprise disposing the tool (for example,
an expandable mandrel) in the counterbore and then
drawing the tool along the downstream axial direction
through the fractional portion of the bore.
[0009] As alternatives to the use of mechanical tools,
cold working of the selected bore portion can be accom-
plished by non-mechanical means (non-limiting exam-
ples of which can include laser treatment of the inner
bore surface, or chemical treatment of the inner bore sur-
face).
[0010] The present invention can be applied to centrif-
ugal compressor wheels of various types and configura-

1 2 



EP 3 756 786 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tions, including both single-impeller and twin-impeller
wheels. In the case of a twin-impellers wheel, the wheel
can include a first impeller and a second impeller ar-
ranged back-to-back, the first impeller defining the first
face and the second impeller defining the second face
of the compressor wheel. In this case, the bore can in-
clude a first counterbore extending from the first face of
the compressor wheel to the starting point of the fractional
portion of the bore and can include a second counterbore
extending from the ending point of the fractional portion
of the bore to the second face of the compressor wheel.
The first and second counterbores each can have a di-
ameter exceeding the initial diameter of the fractional por-
tion of the bore before the cold working step.
[0011] The present disclosure also describes a com-
pressor wheel resulting from the cold working process.
In accordance with one embodiment, a centrifugal com-
pressor wheel fabricated of a ductile metal having a ten-
sile yield strength comprises a hub and a plurality of
blades joined to the hub and extending radially outwardly
from the hub, each blade having a blade root fillet where
the blade joins with the hub, the compressor wheel having
a first face and an opposite second face, the hub of the
compressor wheel defining a bore that extends centrally
through the hub along a downstream axial direction, the
bore having an axial length. The compressor wheel in-
cludes a cold-worked zone of residual compressive hoop
stresses in a relaxed state of the compressor wheel, said
cold-worked zone extending radially outwardly from an
inner surface of the bore, and wherein said cold-worked
zone extends axially along only a fractional portion of the
axial length of the bore, between a starting point and an
ending point of the fractional portion, wherein the starting
point is axially spaced downstream from the first face of
the compressor wheel and the ending point is spaced
axially downstream from the starting point.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Having described the present disclosure in gen-
eral terms, reference will now be made to the accompa-
nying drawing(s), which are not necessarily drawn to
scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view through a compres-
sor wheel prior to a cold working process in accord-
ance with embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of a compressor wheel
and a mechanical tool, comprising a mandrel sur-
rounded by a split sleeve, for cold working a portion
of the bore of the wheel in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view through the wheel
and mechanical tool of FIG. 2 after the tool has been
inserted into the bore of the wheel but before the tool
is activated to cold work a portion of the bore;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 3,
showing the mandrel being drawn axially through the
split sleeve, which is disposed within only a portion
of the bore where cold working of the bore is desired;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
after the mandrel has been fully drawn through and
removed from the bore and sleeve;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the compressor
wheel of FIGS. 1-5, after the split sleeve has been
removed to complete the cold working process;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view through a twin-im-
peller compressor wheel having a mechanical tool
disposed therein, preparatory to performing a cold
working operation on a portion of the length of the
bore in accordance with another embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view through a compres-
sor wheel generally like that of FIG. 1 but including
a counterbore, prior to a cold working process in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] The present disclosure will now be described in
fuller detail with reference to the above-described draw-
ings, which depict some but not all embodiments of the
invention(s) to which the present disclosure pertains.
These inventions may be embodied in various forms, in-
cluding forms not expressly described herein, and should
not be construed as limited to the particular exemplary
embodiments described herein. In the following descrip-
tion, like numbers refer to like elements throughout.
[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates a single-impeller compressor
wheel 20 of a first type to which a process in accordance
with the invention may be applied. The wheel includes a
cylindrical bore 22 passing centrally through the wheel.
The wheel comprises a hub 24 to which a plurality of
blades 26 are joined, the blades extending generally ra-
dially outwardly from the hub. Where the blades 26 join
with the hub 24, there are blade root fillets 28 (see also
FIG. 2) that effect a blended or smooth transition between
the generally radially extending airfoil surfaces of the
blades and the generally circumferentially extending out-
er surface of the hub. The shape of the hub 24 in a cen-
trifugal compressor wheel is such that with increasing
axial distance from the nose of the wheel (in the left-to-
right direction in FIG. 1), the hub increases in radius and
hence the mass of the wheel per unit length increases
toward the back disk 30 of the wheel.
[0015] The mass per unit of axial length toward the
back disk 30 of the wheel is relatively high, which induces
a greater magnitude of cyclic tensile stresses in the bore
22 in that location, relative to the nose area of the wheel
where the mass per unit length is smaller. The life-limiting
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mode of a centrifugal compressor wheel typically is a
low-cycle fatigue (LCF) failure mode emanating from a
crack that starts at or near the inner surface of the bore
of the wheel, generally somewhere in the lengthwise por-
tion of the bore where the mass concentration is relatively
high. The present invention aims to mitigate the LCF
stresses in the bore so as to extend the LCF life of a
centrifugal compressor wheel.
[0016] With reference to FIGS. 2 through 6, a first em-
bodiment of a process in accordance with the invention
is described for a single-impeller wheel of the type shown
in FIG. 1. The process entails cold working of the inner
surface of the bore to stress the material beyond its elas-
tic yield strength, and thereby induce residual compres-
sive hoop stresses in the material of the wheel in a zone
extending from the inner surface of the bore and radially
outwardly for a distance that depends on various factors
such as the amount of plastic deformation induced, the
dimensions of the bore, the material properties, etc.
[0017] Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the process in the
illustrated embodiment employs a mechanical tool T for
effecting the cold working. The tool comprises a split
sleeve SS and a mandrel M disposed within the sleeve
and axially movable therein. In accordance with the in-
vention, cold working is not performed along the entire
axial length of the bore 22. Rather, a fractional portion
FP of the length of the bore is selected for cold working;
cold working is not performed on any region(s) outside
this fractional portion. Thus, the fractional portion FP for
cold working is defined between a starting point A and
an ending point Z. The starting point A is spaced axially
downstream from a first (upstream) face F1 of the wheel,
and the ending point is spaced axially downstream from
the starting point. The ending point can be at the opposite
second (downstream) face F2 of the wheel (i.e., the back
disk 30), or it can be spaced some distance upstream of
the second face. Thus, the mechanical tool T is config-
ured and operated so that it will cold work only the se-
lected fractional portion FP of the bore.
[0018] With reference to FIG. 3, the wheel is shown
with the tool T installed within the bore 22 but prior to the
initiation of the cold working process. The split sleeve SS
extends only partway along the bore 22, terminating at
a point that is axially spaced downstream of the first face
F1 of the wheel. FIG. 4 then illustrates a step of the proc-
ess wherein the mandrel M is drawn axially downstream
within the split sleeve SS. The mandrel diameter is larger
than the relaxed inside diameter of the split sleeve, and
hence when the enlarged mandrel begins to enter the
end of the split sleeve, the sleeve is force to expand in
diameter, which in turn forces the inner surface of the
bore 22 to expand in diameter. This causes the ductile
metal of the wheel to yield past its elastic tensile yield
strength in the hoop-wise direction. This plastic yielding
occurs over a zone surrounding the bore. The zone of
plastic yielding occupies substantially only the fractional
portion FP of the bore 22 in which the split sleeve is dis-
posed. Thus, the portion of the bore 22 to the left of the

split sleeve SS in FIG. 4 is not cold worked and does not
have a zone of plastic yielding.
[0019] FIG. 5 depicts the wheel 20 after the mandrel
M has been fully drawn along and out from the split sleeve
SS, and FIG. 6 shows the result of the next step wherein
the split sleeve is removed from the bore. The resulting
wheel 20 has a zone of residual compressive hoop
stresses extending from the inner surface of the bore 22
and for some radial distance outwardly from the bore,
but only along the fractional portion FP of the bore that
was cold worked. More particularly, as shown in FIG. 6,
a hoop stress contour line Th2 is depicted, representing
a contour line of constant compressive (negative in sign)
hoop stress of relatively high magnitude. Farther radially
outward from that contour line is a hoop stress contour
line τh1 representing a contour line of constant compres-
sive hoop stress having a magnitude less than that of the
τh2 contour line. Still farther radially outwardly from the
τh1 contour line is a contour line designated as τh0 be-
cause along this contour line the hoop stress is equal to
zero, meaning that there is neither compressive nor ten-
sile hoop stress. Radially outwardly of the τh0 line, the
hoop stress becomes positive, i.e., tensile. Thus, the
zone of the wheel radially inward of the τh0 contour line
is a zone of residual compressive hoop stress. The com-
pressive hoop stress reaches a maximum magnitude at
the inner surface of the bore 22 and the magnitude di-
minishes with increasing radial distance from the inner
surface of the bore.
[0020] An important aspect of the process of the inven-
tion is selection of the fractional portion FP of the bore
22 for cold working. The methodology employed to make
this selection entails the following aspects: The starting
point A of the fractional portion for cold working must not
be too close to the first face F1 of the wheel, because if
the cold-worked portion of the bore extends too far toward
the first face, the cold working can give rise to deleterious
residual tensile stresses in the leading edge blade root
fillets. On the other hand, the cold-worked portion FP of
the bore should cover the entire area of potential LCF
hub type failure of the wheel. There are thus two contrary
constraints: a longer treated portion of the bore would be
favorable for ensuring that the entire area of potential
LCF hub type failure is covered; however, a shorter treat-
ed portion would be favorable for avoiding the danger of
inducing deleterious residual tensile stresses in the lead-
ing edge blade root fillets. In accordance with the inven-
tion, at least in some embodiments, the fractional portion
FP for cold working is selected by taking into account
wheel hub maximum von Mises stress resulting from
blade leading edge fillet loading and ensuring that it is
sufficiently below material yield strength. Essentially, the
cold worked portion FP is selected so that it covers the
part of the bore length that is susceptible to LCF hub type
failure, while meeting this maximum von Mises stress
criterion.
[0021] Another embodiment of the invention, depicted
in FIG. 7, can include a twin-impeller wheel 120 compris-
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ing a first impeller Im1 and a second impeller Im2 ar-
ranged in a back-to-back configuration and sharing the
same bore 122, and having clearance counterbores 123
adjacent each nose for the cold working process. This
embodiment advantageously can be performed with an
expandable split mandrel SM. In each counterbore 123,
the expanded mandrel does not perform any cold working
of the bore. After cold working has been performed on
the fractional portion FP of the bore 122, a final reaming
for the final bore dimension(s) can conclude the process.
[0022] In accordance with another embodiment of the
invention illustrated in FIG. 8, a single-impeller compres-
sor wheel 20’ is similar to that of FIG.1, except that the
bore 22’ includes a clearance bore 23’ adjacent the
"nose" side (the left side in FIG. 8) of the bore of the
wheel. The clearance bore has a larger bore diameter
than the fractional portion FP of the bore to be cold
worked. The clearance bore has a defined length. The
expandable mandrel is staged and triggered at a position
inside the clearance bore where cold working is not de-
sired. At this step, the mandrel is pulled to the right
through the section of the bore that is designed to receive
the cold working. The result is cold working in the portion
FP of the bore that has the highest bore stresses and
therefore can positively impact bore life, while avoiding
harmful overlapping stresses at the blade root fillets near-
est to the nose of the impeller. The overlapping stresses
described herein are related to the leading edge root fil-
lets of the impeller blades and the tensile stresses that
result from the cold working process in proximity of these
leading edge root fillets. In general, such harmful over-
lapping stresses can be avoided by spacing the starting
point of the treated bore portion axially downstream from
the leading edge blade root fillets.
[0023] Advantageously, wheels processed in accord-
ance with embodiments of the invention can also undergo
a post-reaming operation to remove axial ridges (residual
artifacts that result from the cold working process) and
thereby assure uniformity of bore diameter and controlled
surface finish along the bore length to aid in minimizing
crack initiation.
[0024] There are trade-offs of cold working using a
mandrel-and-split sleeve technique versus an expanda-
ble mandrel without sleeve technique. However, in both
cold working methods, the invention addresses the pri-
mary need of the invention: induction of beneficial resid-
ual compressive hoop stresses in the bore through cold
working techniques, and localizing the area of treatment
to a partial length of the bore that has the highest hoop
stresses.
[0025] Another (non-illustrated) embodiment could in-
clude a final bore with a threaded length in the nose area
of the bore for direct attachment to the shaft of a rotor, if
the nose were long enough to allow sufficient distance
from the treated bore area to the threaded region of the
bore at the nose.
[0026] Aspects of the invention described herein in-
clude without limitation:

Aspect 1: A cold-working process comprising the
steps of:

providing a centrifugal compressor wheel fabri-
cated of a ductile metal having a tensile yield
strength, the compressor wheel comprising a
hub and a plurality of blades joined to the hub
and extending radially outwardly from the hub,
each blade having a blade root fillet where the
blade joins with the hub, the compressor wheel
having a first face and an opposite second face,
the hub of the compressor wheel defining a bore
that extends centrally through the hub along a
downstream axial direction, the bore having an
axial length;
selecting a fractional portion of the axial length
of the bore defined between a starting point and
an ending point of said fractional portion, where-
in the starting point is spaced axially down-
stream from the first face of the compressor
wheel and the ending point is spaced axially
downstream from the starting point; and
cold working the metal at an inner surface of the
bore beyond the tensile yield strength in a hoop-
wise direction about the bore, along only said
fractional portion of the bore, the bore not being
cold worked outside said fractional portion, so
as to induce compressive residual hoop stress-
es in the metal adjacent the inner surface along
said fractional portion.

Aspect 2: The cold-working process as in Aspect 1,
wherein the starting point is spaced axially down-
stream from leading edges of the blade root fillets.

Aspect 3: The cold-working process as in Aspect 1,
wherein the cold working step comprises applying
radially outward pressure on the inner surface of the
bore along said fractional portion only.

Aspect 4: The cold-working process as in Aspect 3,
wherein the cold working step comprises using a me-
chanical tool to apply the radially outward pressure
on the inner surface of the fractional portion of the
bore.

Aspect 5: The cold-working process as in Aspect 4,
wherein the cold working step comprises axially
drawing the tool through the bore along the down-
stream axial direction, the tool having a diameter that
exceeds an initial diameter of the fractional portion
of the bore before the cold working step.

Aspect 6: The cold-working process as in Aspect 5,
wherein the providing step further comprises provid-
ing the bore to have a counterbore located upstream
of the starting point of the fractional portion of the
bore, the counterbore having a diameter exceeding
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the initial diameter of the fractional portion of the bore
and exceeding the diameter of the tool, and wherein
the cold working step comprises disposing the tool
in the counterbore and then drawing the tool along
the downstream axial direction through the fractional
portion of the bore.

Aspect 7: The cold working process as in Aspect 4,
wherein the mechanical tool comprises a split sleeve
that surrounds a mandrel, the split sleeve having an
axial length corresponding to the axial length of the
fractional portion of the bore, wherein the cold work-
ing step comprises disposing the split sleeve within
the fractional portion of the bore and drawing the
mandrel axially through the split sleeve to expand
the split sleeve radially outwardly.

Aspect 8: The cold working process as in Aspect 1,
wherein the providing step further comprises provid-
ing the compressor wheel as a twin-impeller having
a first impeller and a second impeller arranged back-
to-back, the first impeller defining the first face and
the second impeller defining the second face of the
compressor wheel, and providing the bore to have
a first counterbore adjacent the first face of the com-
pressor wheel and extending to the starting point of
the fractional portion of the bore and to have a sec-
ond counterbore extending from the ending point of
the fractional portion of the bore toward the second
face of the compressor wheel, the first and second
counterbores each having a diameter exceeding an
initial diameter of the fractional portion of the bore
before the cold working step.

Aspect 9: The cold working process as in Aspect 8,
wherein the cold working step comprises using a me-
chanical tool to apply the radially outward pressure
on the inner surface of the fractional portion of the
bore.

Aspect 10: The cold-working process as in Aspect
9, wherein the cold working step comprises axially
drawing the tool through the bore, the tool having a
diameter that exceeds the initial diameter of the frac-
tional portion of the bore before the cold working
step.

Aspect 11: The cold-working process as in Aspect
9, the first and second counterbores each having a
diameter exceeding the initial diameter of the frac-
tional portion of the bore and exceeding the diameter
of the tool, and wherein the cold working step com-
prises disposing the tool in one of the first and second
counterbores and then drawing the tool along the
downstream axial direction through the fractional
portion of the bore until the tool reaches the other of
the first and second counterbores.

Aspect 12: A centrifugal compressor wheel fabricat-
ed of a ductile metal having a tensile yield strength,
the compressor wheel comprising a hub and a plu-
rality of blades joined to the hub and extending ra-
dially outwardly from the hub, each blade having a
blade root fillet where the blade joins with the hub,
the compressor wheel having a first face and an op-
posite second face, the hub of the compressor wheel
defining a bore that extends centrally through the
hub along a downstream axial direction, the bore
having an axial length,
the compressor wheel including a cold-worked zone
of residual compressive hoop stresses in a relaxed
state of the compressor wheel, said cold-worked
zone extending radially outwardly from an inner sur-
face of the bore, and wherein said cold-worked zone
extends axially along only a fractional portion of the
axial length of the bore, between a starting point and
an ending point of the fractional portion, wherein the
starting point is axially spaced downstream from the
first face of the compressor wheel and the ending
point is spaced axially downstream from the starting
point.

Aspect 13: The centrifugal compressor wheel as in
Aspect 12, wherein the starting point is spaced axi-
ally downstream from leading edges of the blade root
fillets.

Aspect 14: The centrifugal compressor wheel as in
Aspect 12, wherein the wheel includes a counterbore
located upstream of the starting point of the fractional
portion of the bore.

Aspect 15: The centrifugal compressor wheel as in
Aspect 12, comprising a twin-impeller wheel having
a first impeller and a second impeller arranged back-
to-back, the first impeller defining the first face and
the second impeller defining the second face of the
compressor wheel, wherein the bore comprises a
first counterbore adjacent the first face of the com-
pressor wheel and extending to the starting point of
the fractional portion of the bore and a second coun-
terbore extending from the ending point of the frac-
tional portion of the bore toward the second face of
the compressor wheel.

Aspect 16: An article produced by a process com-
prising the steps of:

providing a centrifugal compressor wheel fabri-
cated of a ductile metal having a tensile yield
strength, the compressor wheel comprising a
hub and a plurality of blades joined to the hub
and extending radially outwardly from the hub,
each blade having a blade root fillet where the
blade joins with the hub, the compressor wheel
having a first face and an opposite second face,
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the hub of the compressor wheel defining a bore
that extends centrally through the hub along a
downstream axial direction, the bore having an
axial length;
selecting a fractional portion of the axial length
of the bore defined between a starting point and
an ending point of said fractional portion, where-
in the starting point is spaced axially down-
stream from the first face of the compressor
wheel and the ending point is spaced axially
downstream from the starting point; and
cold working the metal at an inner surface of the
bore beyond the tensile yield strength in a hoop-
wise direction about the bore, along only said
fractional portion of the bore, the bore not being
cold worked outside said fractional portion, so
as to induce compressive residual hoop stress-
es in the metal adjacent the inner surface along
said fractional portion, such that the compressor
wheel comprises a cold-worked zone of residual
compressive hoop stresses in a relaxed state of
the compressor wheel, said cold-worked zone
extending radially outwardly from an inner sur-
face of the bore and extending axially along said
fractional portion of the axial length of the bore.

[0027] Persons skilled in the art, on the basis of the
present disclosure, will recognize that modifications and
other embodiments of the inventions described herein
can be made without departing from the inventive con-
cepts described herein. Specific terms used herein are
employed for explanatory purposes rather than purposes
of limitation. Accordingly, the inventions are not to be
limited to the specific embodiments disclosed, and mod-
ifications and other embodiments are intended to be in-
cluded within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A cold-working process comprising the steps of:

providing a centrifugal compressor wheel fabri-
cated of a ductile metal having a tensile yield
strength, the compressor wheel comprising a
hub and a plurality of blades joined to the hub
and extending radially outwardly from the hub,
each blade having a blade root fillet where the
blade joins with the hub, the compressor wheel
having a first face and an opposite second face,
the hub of the compressor wheel defining a bore
that extends centrally through the hub along a
downstream axial direction, the bore having an
axial length;
selecting a fractional portion of the axial length
of the bore defined between a starting point and
an ending point of said fractional portion, where-
in the starting point is spaced axially down-

stream from the first face of the compressor
wheel and the ending point is spaced axially
downstream from the starting point; and
cold working the metal at an inner surface of the
bore beyond the tensile yield strength in a hoop-
wise direction about the bore, along only said
fractional portion of the bore, the bore not being
cold worked outside said fractional portion, so
as to induce compressive residual hoop stress-
es in the metal adjacent the inner surface along
said fractional portion.

2. The cold-working process of claim 1, wherein the
starting point is spaced axially downstream from
leading edges of the blade root fillets.

3. The cold-working process of claim 1 or 2, wherein
the cold working step comprises applying radially
outward pressure on the inner surface of the bore
along said fractional portion only.

4. The cold-working process of claim 3, wherein the
cold working step comprises using a mechanical tool
to apply the radially outward pressure on the inner
surface of the fractional portion of the bore.

5. The cold-working process of claim 4, wherein the
cold working step comprises axially drawing the tool
through the bore along the downstream axial direc-
tion, the tool having a diameter that exceeds an initial
diameter of the fractional portion of the bore before
the cold working step.

6. The cold-working process of claim 5, wherein the
providing step further comprises providing the bore
to have a counterbore located upstream of the start-
ing point of the fractional portion of the bore, the
counterbore having a diameter exceeding the initial
diameter of the fractional portion of the bore and ex-
ceeding the diameter of the tool, and wherein the
cold working step comprises disposing the tool in the
counterbore and then drawing the tool along the
downstream axial direction through the fractional
portion of the bore.

7. The cold working process of 4, wherein the mechan-
ical tool comprises a split sleeve that surrounds a
mandrel, the split sleeve having an axial length cor-
responding to the axial length of the fractional portion
of the bore, wherein the cold working step comprises
disposing the split sleeve within the fractional portion
of the bore and drawing the mandrel axially through
the split sleeve to expand the split sleeve radially
outwardly.

8. The cold working process of any preceding claim,
wherein the providing step further comprises provid-
ing the compressor wheel as a twin-impeller having
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a first impeller and a second impeller arranged back-
to-back, the first impeller defining the first face and
the second impeller defining the second face of the
compressor wheel, and providing the bore to have
a first counterbore adjacent the first face of the com-
pressor wheel and extending to the starting point of
the fractional portion of the bore and to have a sec-
ond counterbore extending from the ending point of
the fractional portion of the bore toward the second
face of the compressor wheel, the first and second
counterbores each having a diameter exceeding an
initial diameter of the fractional portion of the bore
before the cold working step.

9. The cold working process of claim 8, wherein the
cold working step comprises using a mechanical tool
to apply the radially outward pressure on the inner
surface of the fractional portion of the bore.

10. The cold-working process of claim 9, wherein the
cold working step comprises axially drawing the tool
through the bore, the tool having a diameter that ex-
ceeds the initial diameter of the fractional portion of
the bore before the cold working step, and / or where-
in the first and second counterbores each have a
diameter exceeding the initial diameter of the frac-
tional portion of the bore and exceeding the diameter
of the tool, and wherein the cold working step com-
prises disposing the tool in one of the first and second
counterbores and then drawing the tool along the
downstream axial direction through the fractional
portion of the bore until the tool reaches the other of
the first and second counterbores.

11. A centrifugal compressor wheel fabricated of a duc-
tile metal having a tensile yield strength, the com-
pressor wheel comprising a hub and a plurality of
blades joined to the hub and extending radially out-
wardly from the hub, each blade having a blade root
fillet where the blade joins with the hub, the com-
pressor wheel having a first face and an opposite
second face, the hub of the compressor wheel de-
fining a bore that extends centrally through the hub
along a downstream axial direction, the bore having
an axial length,
the compressor wheel including a cold-worked zone
of residual compressive hoop stresses in a relaxed
state of the compressor wheel, said cold-worked
zone extending radially outwardly from an inner sur-
face of the bore, and wherein said cold-worked zone
extends axially along only a fractional portion of the
axial length of the bore, between a starting point and
an ending point of the fractional portion, wherein the
starting point is axially spaced downstream from the
first face of the compressor wheel and the ending
point is spaced axially downstream from the starting
point.

12. The centrifugal compressor wheel of claim 11,
wherein the starting point is spaced axially down-
stream from leading edges of the blade root fillets.

13. The centrifugal compressor wheel of claim 11 or 12,
wherein the wheel includes a counterbore located
upstream of the starting point of the fractional portion
of the bore.

14. The centrifugal compressor wheel of claim 11, 12 or
13, comprising a twin-impeller wheel having a first
impeller and a second impeller arranged back-to-
back, the first impeller defining the first face and the
second impeller defining the second face of the com-
pressor wheel, wherein the bore comprises a first
counterbore adjacent the first face of the compressor
wheel and extending to the starting point of the frac-
tional portion of the bore and a second counterbore
extending from the ending point of the fractional por-
tion of the bore toward the second face of the com-
pressor wheel.

15. An article produced by a process comprising the
steps of:

providing a centrifugal compressor wheel fabri-
cated of a ductile metal having a tensile yield
strength, the compressor wheel comprising a
hub and a plurality of blades joined to the hub
and extending radially outwardly from the hub,
each blade having a blade root fillet where the
blade joins with the hub, the compressor wheel
having a first face and an opposite second face,
the hub of the compressor wheel defining a bore
that extends centrally through the hub along a
downstream axial direction, the bore having an
axial length;
selecting a fractional portion of the axial length
of the bore defined between a starting point and
an ending point of said fractional portion, where-
in the starting point is spaced axially down-
stream from the first face of the compressor
wheel and the ending point is spaced axially
downstream from the starting point; and
cold working the metal at an inner surface of the
bore beyond the tensile yield strength in a hoop-
wise direction about the bore, along only said
fractional portion of the bore, the bore not being
cold worked outside said fractional portion, so
as to induce compressive residual hoop stress-
es in the metal adjacent the inner surface along
said fractional portion, such that the compressor
wheel comprises a cold-worked zone of residual
compressive hoop stresses in a relaxed state of
the compressor wheel, said cold-worked zone
extending radially outwardly from an inner sur-
face of the bore and extending axially along said
fractional portion of the axial length of the bore.
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