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(54) Clamp

(57) Embodiments generally relate to a clamp. In one
embodiment, the clamp includes a bar, and a first jaw,
movable along the bar and positioned on a first side of
the bar. The clamp also includes a second jaw positioned
on the bar on a second side of the bar, opposite the first

side. The clamp also includes an actuator for moving the
first jaw toward the second jaw for clamping one or more
workpieces, and the actuator includes one or more drive
plates operatively coupled to the bar when the first jaw
is in a driving mode.
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Description

[0001] Clamps enable users to securely grip a work
piece or multiple work pieces while performing a job on
the work piece (e.g. sanding, finishing, cutting, gluing,
etc.). Bench vise type clamps can be affixed to a work
surface such as a table or a work bench. Bench vises
often include a first jaw and a second jaw, positioned on
a bar and operable to effectively clamp a work piece.
[0002] For example, to clamp the work piece a user
rotates a lever arm that in turn incrementally advances
the bar through an opening in the first jaw. This positions
the first jaw adjacent to the second jaw to securely grip
the work piece between the first jaw and the second jaw.
After a user has completed a job on the work piece, the
user typically reverses the rotation of the lever arm to
incrementally move the bar in the opposite direction. This
reverse rotation positions the first jaw away from the sec-
ond jaw, so that the user can remove the work piece.
[0003] When starting a new project, to clamp the work
piece the user again must rotate the lever arm to incre-
mentally advance the bar through the opening in the first
jaw, to position the first jaw next to the work piece and
the second jaw. Using existing bench vices, repeatedly
requires the user to take the time to incrementally ad-
vance the bar through the opening in the first jaw; in order
to position the first jaw adjacent to the second jaw to
clamp the work piece.
[0004] Embodiments generally relate to a clamp. In
one embodiment, the clamp includes a bar, and a first
jaw movable along the bar and positioned on a first side
of the bar. The clamp also includes a second jaw posi-
tioned on the bar on a second side of the bar, opposite
the first side. The clamp also includes an actuator for
moving the first jaw toward the second jaw for clamping
one or more workpieces, and the actuator includes one
or more drive plates operatively coupled to the bar when
the first jaw is in a driving mode.
[0005] Some embodiments can also include a locking
mechanism operatively coupled to the bar and which
locks the first jaw with respect to the bar when the mov-
able jaw housing is in a locking mode. In some embodi-
ments, the clamp includes one or more lock plates oper-
atively coupled to the bar when the first jaw is in a locking
mode that locks the first jaw with respect to the bar. In
some embodiments, the actuator is operable in a third
mode that permits free movement of the first jaw across
the bar. In an embodiment, the bar is disposed along a
lateral axis, the first jaw travels along the lateral axis, and
the actuator operates within a drive channel disposed in
a direction that is parallel to the lateral axis. In some em-
bodiments, the actuator includes a lever arm. In an em-
bodiment, the drive plates are enclosed within a housing.
[0006] In one embodiment, a vise includes a movable
jaw housing on a bar disposed along a lateral axis on a
first side of the bar. The vise also includes a second jaw
on the bar, on a second side of the bar, opposite the first
side. The vise also includes an actuator for moving the

movable jaw housing along the lateral axis toward the
second jaw. The actuator operates within a drive channel
disposed in a direction that is parallel to the lateral axis.
[0007] Some embodiments include a lever arm that is
disposed within the drive channel. In some embodiments
the actuator includes a lever arm that is disposed within
the drive channel and moving the lever arm in a direction
opposite the direction of movement of the movable jaw
housing causes the movable jaw housing to move to-
wards the second jaw. In an embodiment, the actuator
includes one or more drive plates operatively coupled to
the bar when the movable jaw housing is in a driving
mode. In an embodiment, the locking mechanism is op-
eratively coupled to the bar when the movable jaw hous-
ing is in a locking mode that locks the movable jaw hous-
ing with respect to the bar. In some embodiments one or
more lock plates are operatively coupled to the bar to
place the movable jaw housing in a second mode that
locks the movable jaw housing with respect to the bar.
In an embodiment, the actuator is operable in a third
mode that permits free movement of the movable jaw
housing across the bar. In an embodiment, the actuator
includes one or more drive plates operatively coupled to
the bar when the movable jaw housing is in a driving
mode and wherein the drive plates are enclosed within
a housing. In an embodiment, the actuator includes one
or more drive plates operatively coupled to the bar such
that the lock plates pivot around a pin workpiece.
[0008] In one embodiment, a method of making a
clamp includes providing a movable jaw housing on a
first side of a bar. The method also includes providing a
second jaw positioned on the bar on a second side of the
bar, opposite the first side. The method also includes
activating an actuator to move the movable jaw housing
toward the fixed jaw, and in a first mode the actuator
locks the movable jaw housing with respect to the bar
and the actuator is operable in a second mode that moves
the movable jaw housing along the bar toward the fixed
jaw.
[0009] With further regard to the method of making a
clamp, in an embodiment, in a third mode the actuator is
configured to permit free movement of the movable jaw
housing across the bar. In an embodiment the method
includes the step of activating the actuator includes a
linear pumping motion. In an embodiment, the bar is dis-
posed along a lateral axis, the movable jaw housing
moves along the lateral axis, and actuator operates within
a drive channel disposed in a direction that is parallel to
the lateral axis.
[0010] These and other aspects, may provide one or
more of the following advantages. The actuator may pro-
vide a high mechanical advantage when clamping a
workpiece. The actuator may permit quick closing of the
clamp.

FIG. 1A illustrates an exploded perspective view of
an example embodiment of a clamp in a release
mode.
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FIG. 1B illustrates an exploded perspective view of
the clamp of FIG. 1A.
FIG. 2A illustrates an enlarged partial side cross-
sectional view taken on line 2 of FIG. 1A.
FIG. 2B illustrates an enlarged partial perspective
view of the clamp of FIG. 1A.
FIG. 3A illustrates a side cross-sectional view of the
clamp of FIG. 1A in a driving mode.
FIG. 3B illustrates a partial schematic cross-section-
al view taken on line 3B-3B of FIG. 3A.
FIG. 4A illustrates a side cross-sectional view of the
clamp of FIG. 1A in a locking mode.
FIG. 4B illustrates a partial schematic cross-section-
al view taken on line 4B-4B of FIG. 4A.
FIG. 4C illustrates a partial schematic cross-section-
al view taken on line 4C-4C of FIG. 4A.
FIG. 5A illustrates a side cross-sectional view of the
clamp of FIG. 1A in a release mode.
FIG. 5B illustrates a partial schematic cross-section-
al view of taken line 5B-5B of FIG. 5A.

[0011] Embodiments described herein provide a clamp
or a bench vise for clamping work pieces. The clamp may
be attached to a support workpiece (e.g. a work bench)
while in use. In various embodiments, the clamp may
include a bar, a first jaw (e.g. a movable jaw housing)
positioned on the bar on a first side of the bar, and a
second jaw (e.g., a fixed jaw) positioned on the bar on a
second side of the bar, opposite the first side. In some
embodiments, the clamp can include an actuator for mov-
ing the first jaw toward the second jaw for clamping the
workpiece, wherein the actuator includes one or more
drive plates that can be operatively coupled to the bar.
[0012] In some embodiments, the clamp includes a
locking mechanism that can be operatively coupled to
the bar that secures the first jaw so that the first jaw cannot
move with respect to the bar. In some embodiments the
locking mechanism is a lock plate that can be coupled to
the bar.
[0013] The bar remains fixed while the first jaw may be
moved towards the second jaw, for example, using a le-
ver. In an example scenario, the clamp may have multiple
modes of operation. For example, when the lever is in a
neutral position, the clamp is in a locking mode, because
the lock plates engage the bar in a manner that prevents
the first jaw from moving towards the second jaw. In an-
other example mode, when the lever is pushed down,
the clamp is in a driving mode, because the drive plates
engage the bar and move the first jaw toward the second
jaw. In this example scenario, every time the lever is
pushed down the first jaw moves incrementally forward.
In another example mode, the lever is pushed up. In this
position, the clamp is in a release mode because both
the drive plates and lock plates are positioned in a man-
ner that permit the first jaw to move freely with respect
to the bar.
[0014] Referring to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 3A, in an exam-
ple embodiment a bench vise or clamp 10 includes a bar

12. A first (or movable) jaw housing 14 and a second (or
fixed) jaw 16 are attached to the bar 12. The clamp 10
includes an actuator 18 that has drive plates 20 opera-
tively coupled to the bar 12 when the a lever 26 of the
actuator 18 is pulled down (as shown in FIG. 3A), the
movable jaw housing 14 moves along lateral axis X to-
wards the second jaw 16 to clamp a workpiece 22 (e.g.
a work piece or multiple work pieces).
[0015] Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, embodiments
include lock plates 24 operatively coupled to the bar 12
when the movable jaw housing 14 is in a locking mode
and also when the movable jaw housing 14 is in a driving
mode. The actuator 18 may be placed in multiple modes
of operation using a lever 26. In some embodiments, the
lever 26 includes a t-handle 28 for a user to grip. Referring
to FIG. 1B, a gear box or drive box 30, in part, encloses
actuator 18, drive plates 20, and lock plates 24. When
the clamp 10 is assembled, the movable jaw housing 14
is placed on top of the drive box 30 and may be secured
using screws (not shown). In an example embodiment,
a drive channel 32 is defined in the drive box 30 and the
movable jaw housing 14. In some implementations, the
lever 26 is disposed within the drive channel 32 so that
it is operable to place the movable jaw housing 14 in
multiple modes of operation. In an implementation, the
drive channel 32 extends in the same direction as lateral
axis X.
[0016] In an example embodiment, the movable jaw
housing 14 and second jaw 16 are positioned on and
may traverse across a frame that includes rails 34. The
rails 34 are connected to end caps 36. The bar 12 may
be disposed between the rails and fixed to the end caps
36 using pins (not shown). In an example embodiment,
the clamp 10 may be attached to a support workpiece
(not shown) using C-clamps 38 arranged on the rails 34.
Non-limiting examples of a support workpiece include a
work bench, desk, counter top, beam, and table. The
movable jaw housing 14 and the fixed jaw 16 each include
a clamping face 40. The clamping face 40 may be made
of any material suitable to securely grip the workpiece
22 and not damage the workpiece 22.
[0017] Referring to FIG. 2A and 2B, in an embodiment
drive plates 20, have an open section designed to permit
the bar 12 to pass through. Also, drive plates 20 include
a drive edge 42 designed to frictionally engage with bar
12. A contact surface 44 of at least one of the drive plates
20 is positioned adjacent the distal (relative to the t-han-
dle 28) portion of the lever 26 that is within the drive box
30. Referring to FIG. 2A, the clamp assembly is shown
in a locking mode, in this position resilient elements, such
as drive springs 45, bias the drive plates 20 so that they
are vertical and not engaging the bar 12 Referring to FIG.
2B, a bottom portion of the drive plates 20 rest on a portion
of the drive box 30. The described biasing of the drive
plates 20 and the lock plates 24 cooperate to ensure that
the lever 26 is maintained in the neutral position shown
effectively placing the movable jaw housing 14 in the lock-
ing mode. The distal end portion of the lever 26 is bal-
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anced between the drive plates 20 and the lock plates 24.
[0018] Referring to FIG. 2A and 2B, the drive springs
45 are attached to drive plates 20 around protrusions 68
formed in drive plates 20. The protrusions 68 may be of
any size and shape to firmly secure and align the drive
springs 45 between the drive plates 20 and an inner wall
of the drive box 30. When the clamp 10 is in the locking
mode (as shown in FIG. 2B) the drive springs 45 are
positioned to bias drive plates 20 in a generally vertical
position (as shown).
[0019] Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the drive plates
20 are configured so that when the actuator 18 is moved
into a driving mode, e.g. the lever 26 is pivoted counter-
clockwise in the figure, it biases the drive plates 12 at the
contact surface 44 (see Fig. 3A). Upon actuation, the
drive plates 20 move counterclockwise the drive edge 42
of the drive plates 12 engages the bar 12 to pull the mov-
able jaw housing 14 toward the second jaw 16. Because
the contact surface 44 is at the distal end of the lever, a
high mechanical advantage can be produced to move
the movable jaw housing 14 towards the second jaw 16.
[0020] In some implementations, for example as illus-
trated in FIG. 2A, the drive plates 20 are generally rec-
tangular shape in cross section. The drive plates 20 may
be made in any shape or manner that permits firm contact
with the bar 12 upon actuation of the lever 26. In an ex-
ample implementation, a drive plate 20 has a height of
about 58mm, a width of about 26 mm and a thickness of
about 1 mm. In an example implementation, the drive
plates 20 are made of steel with a black oxide finish.
[0021] Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, in some imple-
mentations, two lock springs 46 are positioned on pro-
trusions 48 between the drive box 30 and the lock plates
24. When clamp 10 is in a locking mode (as shown in
FIG. 2B) lock springs 46 bias lock plates 24 in a coun-
terclockwise direction so that securing surface 50 grips
the bar 12 and prevents the movable jaw housing 14 from
moving with respect to the bar 12. In an example imple-
mentation, the lock springs 46 can have an outside di-
ameter of about 7 mm, a wire diameter of about 1 mm
and may be made of Music Wire per ASTM A-228. In
other implementations springs 46 may be replaced with
any type of resilient elements.
[0022] Referring to FIGS. 1A, 1B, 2A, and 2B, in some
embodiments, the lock plates 24, have an open section
designed to permit the bar 12 to pass through and pivot
about plate pin 47. The securing surface 50 is designed
to frictionally engage with the bar 12 to stop any move-
ment of the movable jaw housing 14 relative to the bar
12. In the locking mode, (shown in FIGS. 2B and 4A),
the springs 46 bias the lock plates 24 so that they pivot
about the plate pin 47 and the securing surface 50 is
firmly engaged with the bar 12 in a manner that prevents
any movement of the movable jaw housing 14 towards
the second jaw 16. This effectively fixes the movable jaw
housing 14 in a selected position along the bar 12.
[0023] Referring to FIGS. 2A and 5A, the lever 26 is
pushed into an upward position, thereby biasing the lock

plates 24 to overcome the lock springs 46 and effectively
position the lock plates 24 in a release mode. In this re-
lease mode, such that there is no contact between the
securing surface 50 and the bar 12 and the lock plates
24 are generally in a counterclockwise position (as
shown) and the lock plates 20 in a vertical position (as
shown). When the clamp 10 is placed in this release
mode, the movable jaw housing 14 can move freely to-
wards or away the second (fixed) jaw 16.
[0024] In some implementations, for example as illus-
trated in FIG. 4B, the lock plates 24 are rectangular
shaped in cross section. The lock plates 24 may be made
in any shape or manner that permits firm contact with the
bar 12 upon actuation of the lever 26. In some implemen-
tations, a single lock plate 24 or locking mechanism that
is engagable with the bar 12 may be used. In an example
implementation, lock plates 24 are made of steel with a
black oxide finish. In an example implementation, smaller
(as illustrated) lock plate 24 has a height of about 41 mm,
a width of about 24 mm and a thickness of about 3 mm.
In an example implementation, larger (as illustrated to
the right of smaller lock plates 24) lock plate 24 has a
height of about 74 mm, a width of about 26 mm and a
thickness of about 3 mm. Referring to FIG. 2A, in some
implementations plate pin 47 is cylindrical in shape and
pushes through holes (not shown) formed on walls of the
drive box 30.
[0025] Referring to FIG. 1B, in some embodiments, the
movable jaw housing 14 is generally sized and shaped
to enclose a portion of the drive box 30. The movable
jaw housing 14 is attached to drive box 30 using screws
(not shown), however, other attachment means such as
adhesive, interference fit, rib and recess could be used
as well. The movable jaw housing 14 includes a support
workpiece 49, sometimes referred to as a finger pull. In
an example scenario, when applying force to push the
lever 26 up against contact surface 70 and effectively
place the clamp 10 into release mode, a user may push
up on the t-handle 28 with one hand and for extra leverage
place the other hand over the support workpiece 49. In
some implementations movable jaw housing has a length
(in the direction of lateral axis X) of about 74 mm, height
of about 70 mm and width of about 58 mm and is made
of nylon or glass filled nylon.
[0026] Referring to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 2A, in an exam-
ple embodiment, a distal portion of the lever 26 pivots
within the drive box 30 about drive pin 52. The drive pin
52 is positioned in the drive box 30 by pushing the drive
pin 52 through holes (not shown) formed on walls of the
drive box 30, and then drive pin 52 is received by corre-
sponding recesses in the movable jaw housing 14. The
t-handle 28 may be attached to the proximal portion of
the lever 26. In some embodiments, the lever 26 is ac-
tuated from the proximal portion, at the t-handle 28 point
of attachment. For example, a user may actuate the lever
26 by gripping the t-handle 28 and pulling or pushing on
the t-handle 28, thereby causing the lever 26 to pivot
about the drive pin 52. In an example implementation the
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drive pin 52 has a length of about 34 mm, a diameter of
about 6 mm, and is made of steel with a zinc coating.
[0027] Referring to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 2A, the lever 26
passes through and is movable in the drive channel 32
defined in an upper portion of the movable jaw housing
14. The drive channel 32 acts as a guide by defining a
passage for the lever 26, as the lever 26 moves through
various modes of actuation.
[0028] In an example implementation, the lever 26 is
generally rectangular in shape, and sized and shaped so
that it can easily traverse through and within drive chan-
nel 32. In some implementations, the lever 26 is rectan-
gular shaped in center portion and generally ends in an
L-shape in proximal and distal portions. In an example
implementation, the lever 26 has a thickness of about 12
mm, a length from end to end of about 95 mm, and the
proximal and distal portions. In an example implementa-
tion, lever 26 is made of steel.
[0029] Referring to FIG. 1A and 2A, in some embodi-
ments pads 54 may be attached to the clamping faces
40. The pads 54 may be made of a material designed to
firmly grip the workpiece 22. In some implementations,
the pads 54 are made of a material that will not damage
or mar the finish of the workpiece 22, for example rubber.
Other non-limiting example materials for the pads 54 in-
clude felt and PVC.
[0030] Referring to FIG. 1A, in some embodiments, the
clamping faces 40 may have recesses (not shown)
formed on receiving the workpieces 56 that are posi-
tioned on the side of the clamping face and arranged to
accept the pad 54. Corresponding ribs (not shown) may
be formed on the pads 54, and sized and shaped to slide
into recesses on the receiving workpieces 56. This ar-
rangement permits the pads 54 to quickly be securely
attached to the clamping faces 40 or interchanged when
necessary, for example when the pads 54 are worn or
soiled. In some implementations the receiving workpiec-
es 56 may be attached to the clamping faces 40 using
screws 57. In other implementations, the receiving work-
pieces 56 or recesses may be monolithically formed in
the clamping faces 40 or attached using adhesive.
[0031] Referring to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 2A, in some em-
bodiments a drive box 30 is configured to permit the bar
12 to pass through the center of the drive box 30. The
drive box 30 also partially encloses the drive plates 20,
the lock plates 24, the lever 26, and the springs 46. Re-
ferring to FIG. 2A, the lock plates pivot about the plate
pin 47. Referring to FIG. 1B, the drive box 30 has holes
defined in its sides, holes are sized and shaped so that
the plate pin 47 may be arranged in and secured to the
drive box 30 between the lock pates 24. Upper and lower
portions of the drive box 30 are open, to permit free move-
ment of the lever 26, the drive plates 20, and the lock
plates 24.
[0032] In some implementations, the drive box 30 is
separate from the movable jaw housing 14, in other im-
plementations, the drive box 30 may not be necessary
and instead the movable jaw housing 14 may directly

enclose the drive plates 20, the lock plates 24, the lever
26, and the springs 46. In a non-limiting example imple-
mentation the drive box 30 is made of nylon or glass filled
nylon. In an example implementation drive box has a
length of about 77 mm (along lateral axis X) a height of
about 73 mm and a width/thickness of about 42 mm.
[0033] Referring to FIG. 1A, in an example embodi-
ment the clamp 10 is a vise and has a frame. The frame
33 has rails 34 and end cap workpieces 36 are secured
to ends of the rails 34. In some embodiments, bottom
portion of the movable jaw housing 14 rests on top of the
rails 34 and the movable jaw housing 14 is positioned so
that upon actuation it slides on top of the rails 34 towards
the second jaw 16. In other implementations, the end cap
workpieces 36 are attached to the rails 34 using the
screws 37. In an example implementation, the rails 34
and end the cap workpieces 36 may be molded as one
monolithic piece.
[0034] In an example embodiment, the second jaw 16
includes attachment features, such as ribs and recess
that interlock to secure the second jaw 16 to rails. The
second jaw 16 also includes holes (not shown) in its hous-
ing to accommodate a pin (not shown) that passes
through the second jaw 16 and the bar 12 and thereby
secures distal end of the bar 12 within the second jaw
16. In some implementations, attachment features on the
second jaw 16 cooperate with corresponding features on
the rails 34 to ensure that the second jaw 16 remains
fixed. In other implementations, the second jaw 16 may
be configured to move and slide on top of the rails 34,
similar to the movable jaw housing 14.
[0035] Referring again to FIG. 1A, the C-clamps 38
may be used to securely attach the clamp 10 to any work
surface (not shown). The C-clamps 38 include clips (not
shown) that are designed to interlock with outer portion
of the rails 34 to effectively fix the C-clamps 38 to frame.
The C-clamps 38 have the securing pads 62 that can be
tightened against a work surface by rotating screw the
threads 64 using the handle pins 66.
[0036] Referring to FIG. 3A and 3B, a user can actuate
the clamp 10 by pressing downward (or counterclockwise
with respect to the page) on the t-handle 28 causing the
drive plates 20 to pivot generally in a counterclockwise
direction and grip the bar 12. This effectively places the
movable jaw housing 14 into a driving mode, so that it
moves towards the second jaw 16. In an example sce-
nario, a user may need to secure the workpiece 22 to
perform an operation on the workpiece 22, for example
such as sanding, cutting, finishing, carving, gluing, etc.
In an example step, the user places the workpiece 22
between the movable jaw housing movable jaw housing
14 and the second jaw 16. Next, the user activates the
actuator 18 by pushing downward on the t-handle 28 (in
a counterclockwise direction with respect to the page),
the lever 26 thereby pivots causing the drive plates 20
to engage against the bar 12 and effectively propel the
movable jaw housing 14 towards the second jaw 16. Re-
ferring to FIG. 3B, as illustrated, during actuation the drive
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edge 42 of the drive plates 20 is in contact with the bar 12.
[0037] In an example scenario, the user may quickly
close the clamp 10 using a pumping motion on the t-
handle 28. When the t-handle 28 is pushed down by user,
the distance between the t-handle 28 and the point of the
drive edge 42, permits the user to exert a high mechanical
advantage to grip the workpiece 22 between the clamp-
ing faces of the movable jaw housing 14 and the second
jaw 16.
[0038] Referring to FIGS. 2B, 4A, 4B, and 4C, the
clamp 10 is shown in a locking mode. In an example
scenario, when the user stops pushing down on the t-
handle 28, the drive springs 45 bias the drive plates 20
and the lock springs 26 bias the lock plates 24, and there-
by the lever 26 to the neutral position. In the neutral po-
sition, the t-handle 28 has moved upward (or clockwise
from actuated position with respect to page). Referring
to FIG. 4B, with the lever 26 in the neutral position, the
movable jaw housing 14 is in the locking mode, the con-
tact surface 50 of the lock plate 24 firmly engages the
bar 12 and effectively prevents the movable jaw housing
14 from moving with respect to the bar 12. Referring to
FIG. 4C, in the locking mode the drive surface 42 of the
drive plates 20 does not engage the bar 12. Once the
user has clamped the workpiece 22 between the clamp-
ing faces 40 of the movable jaw housing 14 and the sec-
ond jaw 16, the user may simply let go of the t-handle 28
and the movable jaw housing 14 will not move with re-
spect to the bar 12. So for example, if the user stopped
actuation (e.g. to take a break) thereby causing the clamp
10 to move to the locking mode, and then returned and
inadvertently bumped the movable jaw housing 14 hous-
ing, it would not move with respect to the bar 12.
[0039] Referring to FIGS. 2A, 5A, and 5B the clamp 10
is shown in a release mode. The user may place the
clamp 10 into release mode by moving the t-handle 28
upward (clockwise with respect to page) until the lever
26 hits the contact surface 70. In the release mode, both
the drive plates 20 and the lock plates 24 are vertical (as
shown). In this position the drive plates 20 and the lock
plates 24 are perpendicular to lateral axis X. As illustrated
in this position, there is a gap between the drive plates
20, the lock plates 24, and the bar 12. Accordingly, the
movable jaw housing 14 can freely move across the bar
12. Release mode permits for very fast clamping, be-
cause a user can freely move the movable jaw housing
14 to a position proximate the workpiece 22 along the
bar 12 in one swift motion, and then start actuating clamp-
ing mode to exert a mechanical advantage to firmly se-
cure the workpiece 22 between clamping faces 40 of the
movable jaw housing 14 and the second jaw 16.
[0040] In the foregoing description and in the accom-
panying drawings, specific terminology and drawing
symbols have been set forth to provide a thorough un-
derstanding of the disclosed embodiments. In some in-
stances, the terminology and symbols may imply specific
details that are not required to practice those embodi-
ments.

[0041] Various modifications and changes may be
made to the embodiments presented herein without de-
parting from the scope of the disclosure. For example,
features or aspects of any of the embodiments may be
applied, at least where practicable, in combination with
any other of the embodiments or in place of counterpart
features or aspects thereof. Accordingly, the specifica-
tion and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense.

Claims

1. A clamp comprising:

a bar;
a first jaw, movable along the bar and positioned
on a first side of the bar;
a second jaw positioned on the bar on a second
side of the bar, opposite the first side; and
an actuator for moving the first jaw toward the
second jaw for clamping one or more workpiec-
es, wherein the actuator includes one or more
drive plates operatively coupled to the bar when
the first jaw is in a driving mode.

2. The clamp of claims 1, further comprising a locking
mechanism, operatively coupled to the bar when the
first jaw is in a locking mode, that locks the first jaw
with respect to the bar.

3. The clamp of claims 1 or 2, further comprising one
or more lock plates, operatively coupled to the bar
when the first jaw is in a locking mode, that lock the
first jaw with respect to the bar.

4. The clamp of claims 1 to 3, wherein the actuator is
operable in a third mode that permits free movement
of the first jaw across the bar.

5. The clamp of claims 1 to 4, wherein the bar is dis-
posed along a lateral axis, the first jaw travels along
the lateral axis, and the actuator operates within a
drive channel disposed in a direction that is parallel
to the lateral axis.

6. The clamp of claims 1 to 5, wherein the actuator in-
cludes a lever arm.

7. The clamp of claims 1 to 6, wherein the drive plates
are enclosed within a housing.

8. A vise comprising:

a movable jaw housing on a bar disposed along
a lateral axis on a first side of the bar;
a second jaw on the bar, on a second side of
the bar, opposite the first side; and
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an actuator for moving the movable jaw housing
along the lateral axis toward the second jaw,
wherein the actuator operates within a drive
channel disposed in a direction that is parallel
to the lateral axis.

9. The vise of claim 8, wherein the actuator includes a
lever arm that is disposed within the drive channel.

10. The vise of claims 8 or 9, wherein the actuator in-
cludes a lever arm that is disposed within the drive
channel and moving the lever arm in a direction op-
posite the direction of movement of the movable jaw
housing causes the movable jaw housing to move
towards the second jaw.

11. The vise of claims 8 to 10, wherein the actuator in-
cludes one or more drive plates operatively coupled
to the bar when the movable jaw housing is in a driv-
ing mode.

12. The vise of claims 8 to 11, further comprising a lock-
ing mechanism, operatively coupled to the bar when
the movable jaw housing is in a locking mode, that
locks the movable jaw housing with respect to the bar

13. The vise of claims 8 to 12, further comprising one or
more lock plates, operatively coupled to the bar to
place the movable jaw housing in a second mode,
that lock the movable jaw housing with respect to
the bar.

14. The vise of claims 8 to 13, wherein the actuator is
operable in a third mode that permits free movement
of the movable jaw housing across the bar.

15. The vise of claims 8 to 14, wherein the actuator in-
cludes one or more drive plates operatively coupled
to the bar when the movable jaw housing is in a driv-
ing mode and wherein the drive plates are enclosed
within a housing.
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