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Description

[0001] The invention refers to a foundation for a wind
mill, comprising a circular or polygonal pedestal for sup-
porting a wind mill tower and a plurality of ribs radiating
radially outwardly from the pedestal, wherein the pedes-
tal is divided into a plurality of circumferential sections,
wherein a circumferential section and a rib are each in-
tegrally formed with one another, or are each formed, as
a precast concrete element, wherein the precast con-
crete elements are made from reinforced concrete com-
prising a first reinforcement structure, in particular rein-
forcement bars, embedded into the precast concrete el-
ements.
[0002] Further, the invention refers to a wind turbine
comprising a mast and a rotor mounted on the mast,
wherein the mast is mounted onto a foundation.
[0003] A wind mill foundation of the initially defined kind
is disclosed in WO 2004/101898 A2. As described there-
in, the manufacturing of the foundation of on-shore wind
power installations requires a high manual and adminis-
trative effort and is very time consuming. Considering the
increasing dimensions of modern wind turbines, the foun-
dation is subjected to very high loads and has to be di-
mensioned accordingly. Today, wind turbines have a
tower having a height of up to 150 m und produce up to
6 MW. In the majority of cases, the tower or mast of wind
turbines is made of reinforced concrete and is build by
using precast concrete elements.
[0004] Hitherto the foundations for wind power instal-
lations have been produced essentially by digging out an
excavation, introducing a granular subbase, erecting a
foundation component, carrying out the necessary form-
work and the reinforcing work and then filling the exca-
vation with concrete, wherein the concrete is transported
to the worksite by means of ready mix trucks and poured
into the excavation. The foundation component is usually
of a hollow-cylindrical configuration and is generally pre-
cast and is transported as a unit to the respective assem-
bly location.
[0005] The manufacturing of a wind mill foundation by
on-site casting of concrete has a number of disadvan-
tages. It requires complex logistics for planning the on-
site manufacturing activities and it involves time-consum-
ing and costly operations at the work site, such as building
the formwork and the reinforcement structure as well as
transporting concrete and casting the concrete. This is
particularly true when considering that up to 1.000 m3 of
concrete may be required for large foundations.
[0006] In order to improve the process of building a
foundation, it has already been proposed in WO
2004/101898 A2 to build the foundation by using precast
concrete elements. Such concrete elements are pro-
duced in a precast plant and are transported to the work-
site, where they are put into position by using a crane
and then connected with each other. In this way, the du-
ration of the building operations at the worksite may be
reduced considerably. The precast concrete elements,

when connected to each other, form a foundation com-
prising a central pedestal and a plurality of ribs that ra-
diate radially outwardly from the pedestal. Each precast
concrete element forms one of the ribs and an associated
circumferential section of the pedestal. The circumferen-
tial sections of the pedestal are connected to each other
by screwed flanges. As described in WO 2004/101898
A2, the precast concrete elements may be steel-rein-
forced. After having built the foundation, the tower or mast
of the wind mill is erected on the pedestal and fixed to
the pedestal by using anchor bolts.
[0007] By using precast concrete elements, the ele-
ments can be produced in a controlled environment, so
that the concrete is afforded the opportunity to properly
cure and be closely monitored by plant employees. The
quality of the hardened concrete may be enhanced, be-
cause there is a greater control of the quality of materials
and workmanship in a precast plant rather than on a con-
struction site. Financially, the forms used in a precast
plant may be reused many times before they have to be
replaced, which allow the cost of formwork per unit to be
lower than for site-cast production.
[0008] Wind turbines are subjected to loads and stress-
es of specific nature that must be taken up by the foun-
dation. On one hand, the wind itself acts in an unpredict-
able and varying manner. On the other hand, as the fa-
cilities grow larger, dynamic load components are acting
on the structure due to vibrations and resonances. Fur-
ther, tower heights of 100 meters and more transfer a
major eccentric load to the foundation due to a substantial
overturning moment that is occurring. If the tower is ex-
posed to a bending moment, the concrete of the founda-
tion must resist the compression that occurs in the com-
pressed zone and the reinforcement structure of the con-
crete must take up the tensile force in the opposite part
of the foundation, because the concrete as such has a
relatively low tensile strength.
[0009] Foundations made from precast reinforced con-
crete elements have the advantage that the performance
and the quality of the concrete are higher so that there
is a reduced risk of crack-forming and better ability to
resist dynamic and static loads. However, a drawback is
that the precast concrete element must not exceed cer-
tain dimensions so that they may be transported from the
precast plant to the work site.
[0010] A substantial contribution to the stability of a
foundation is achieved by backfilling of the excavation
with soil or other backfill material onto the precast con-
crete elements of the foundation. In this way, the weight
of the backfill material can be used to produce a vertical
load onto the precast concrete elements that counteracts
an eventual overturning moment. The load is most effec-
tively acting on vertical surfaces of the foundation, such
as base plates of the precast concrete elements. How-
ever, in order to save manufacturing and transport costs,
the base plates may have a limited width so that a clear-
ance remains between neighbouring base plates. In the
region of said clearance the backfill material cannot exert
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a vertical load onto the foundation that would counteract
the overturning moment of the wind will.
[0011] Generally, the larger the diameter of the foun-
dation is, the better the foundation may withstand the
overturning moment of the wind mill. However, the trans-
port facilities available for transporting the precast con-
crete elements from the precast plant to the work site
limit the possible length thereof.
[0012] In light of the above it would be desirable to
increase the stability of a wind mill foundation, in partic-
ular its resistance to an overturning moment, without in-
creasing the length and/or width of the precast concrete
elements that form the pedestal and the ribs of the foun-
dation.
[0013] In order to solve these and other objects, the
invention provides a foundation for a wind mill of the in-
itially defined kind, comprising a circular or polygonal
pedestal for supporting a wind mill tower and a plurality
of ribs radiating radially outwardly from the pedestal,
wherein the pedestal is divided into a plurality of circum-
ferential sections, wherein a circumferential section and
a rib are each integrally formed with one another, or are
each formed, as a precast concrete element, wherein the
precast concrete elements are made from reinforced
concrete comprising a first reinforcement structure, in
particular reinforcement bars, embedded into the precast
concrete elements, which is characterized in that the
clearance between two neighbouring precast concrete
elements is each bridged by a bridging plate. Said bridg-
ing plate preferably having a radial extension so as to
radially protrude from the precast concrete elements. The
bridging plates are preferably realized as precast con-
crete plates. As the bridging plates are elements that are
separate from the precast concrete elements that form
the pedestal and the ribs of the foundation, they can be
handled and transported separately. The bridging plates
extend the horizontal surface area, onto which the back-
filling material exerts a vertical force that counteracts the
overturning moment of the wind mill. In particular, the
surface area is extended to at least part of the clearance
between neighbouring base plates and optionally to an
area that is radially outside the diameter of the foundation
as defined by the precast concrete elements that form
the pedestal and the ribs. The bridging plates, at least
along part of their edge, are supported by the base plates,
so that the vertical load exerted by the backfilling material
on the bridging plates may be transferred onto the foun-
dation including the precast concrete elements. In order
to realize a support of the bridging plates by the base
plates in a vertical direction, the facing sides of the bridg-
ing plates and of the base plates may be configured with
a tongue-and-groove joint.
[0014] Alternatively or additionally, a flat flexible mate-
rial, such as a textile sheet material, a mat or a geomem-
brane may be arranged to cover the base plates, the ribs
and/or the bridging plates. The flat material may fulfil the
same function as the bridging plates, which is to extend
the surface, onto which the weight of the backfilling ma-

terial is resting. The flat flexible material may be fixed to
the pedestal and/or the ribs and/or the bridging plates by
means of suitable connection elements, such as, e.g.,
hooks, eyes or threaded connections.
[0015] Further, the flat flexible material, such as a tex-
tile sheet material, a mat or a geomembrane, may be
used to further extend the horizontal surface area, onto
which the backfilling material exerts a vertical force that
counteracts the overturning moment of the wind mill. To
this end, the flat flexible material may be fixed to the bridg-
ing plates and/or the ribs and arranged so as to radially
protrude from the precast concrete elements in an out-
ward direction. The flat flexible material may be fixed to
the bridging plates and/or the ribs by conventional con-
nection means. Preferably, the bridging plates comprise
an upper and a lower plate lying on top of each other,
wherein the flat flexible material is clamped between the
upper and the lower plate.
[0016] Further, an anchoring material or an anchoring
means, such as a tie bar, may be fixed to the precast
concrete element, in particular the bridging plate, and
extends beyond the foundation.
[0017] According to a further preferred embodiment
the bridging plate has at least one opening, said at least
one opening being preferably arranged near the outer
periphery of the bridging plate, such as within the outer
third of the radial extension of the bridging plate. The
opening serves as a lead-through for metal reinforcement
elements, such as metal reinforcement bars, that pro-
trude from a pile of a pile foundation arranged below the
bridging plates. By coupling or connecting the protruding
ends of the reinforcement elements to the bridging plates,
a load transmitting path is formed between the precast
concrete elements of the wind mill foundation and the
pile foundation. The connection between the pile of the
pile foundation and the bridging plate can be designed
such as to transmit downwardly acting forces from the
bridging plate to the pile and/or to prevent the bridging
plate from lifting up from the pile in case of upwardly
acting forces.
[0018] According to a preferred embodiment, the
bridging plates serve as anchoring point for guy wire ca-
bles, said cables being suitable for supporting the tower
of the windmill. In particular, the bridging plates may com-
prise fastening means for guy wire cables.
[0019] Further, the bridging plates may be loaded with
weight, such as concrete blocks or bulk material.
[0020] Another drawback of a foundation that is made
from precast concrete elements is that, in contrast to
foundations casted on-site, no monolithic structure is pro-
vided, so that technical solutions must be developed for
securely connecting the precast concrete elements to
each other so as to simulate a monolithic structure.
[0021] In this connection, a preferred embodiment of
the invention provides that a second reinforcement struc-
ture is provided, which holds the precast concrete ele-
ments together and which is coupled to the first reinforce-
ment structure. The second reinforcement structure may
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be of any kind suitable for rigidly holding the precast con-
crete elements together so as to form a monolithic struc-
ture. The second reinforcement structure is different from
the first reinforcement structure and is therefore prefer-
ably not embedded in the precast concrete elements.
According to a preferred feature of the invention, the sec-
ond reinforcement structure is coupled to the first rein-
forcement structure, which allows an uninterrupted load
path between said reinforcement structures so that the
forces introduced into the foundation are effectively dis-
tributed. Within the context of the invention, coupling the
first and the second reinforcement structures means that
the forces acting on the first reinforcement structure are
transmitted to the second reinforcement structure without
concrete being interposed and vice versa. Thus, the first
and second reinforcement structures may be directly
connected to each other or via a rigid connecting element
other than concrete.
[0022] The first reinforcement structure preferably
comprises reinforcement bars made of steel or a similar
rigid material. Preferably, the reinforcement bars extend
in the longitudinal direction of the ribs. Additional rein-
forcement bars may extend perpendicularly or obliquely
to the reinforcement bars extending in the longitudinal
direction of the ribs. Additional reinforcement bars may
also be arranged in the pedestal and extending in the
axial direction thereof. The longitudinal reinforcement
bars may preferably extend in a radial direction towards
the centre of the foundation, wherein the longitudinal re-
inforcement bars may either be arranged in a horizontal
plane or extend obliquely to the horizontal plane, in par-
ticular ascending towards the pedestal. In the latter case,
the reinforcement bars are substantially aligned with the
load path with regard to the forces that are led off from
the pedestal radially outwardly.
[0023] The second reinforcement structure preferably
comprises a plurality of rigid longitudinal reinforcement
elements, in particular steel beams or bars, that each
connect the precast concrete elements of a pair of op-
positely arranged precast concrete elements with each
other in a manner traversing a hollow space encircled by
the pedestal. The longitudinal reinforcement elements of
the second reinforcement structure are coupled to the
first reinforcement structure, in particular to the reinforce-
ment bars, preferably to the reinforcement bars extend-
ing in the longitudinal direction of the ribs. In this way,
the reinforcement bars embedded in oppositely arranged
precast concrete elements are connected to each other
by means of the longitudinal reinforcement elements of
the second reinforcement structure, wherein a load trans-
mitting path is formed between the first reinforcement
structure of said oppositely arranged precast concrete
elements. This results in that the tension load that is ex-
erted on the foundation on account of a bending moment
of the tower will not only be taken up by the first rein-
forcement structure arranged on one side of the founda-
tion, but said tension load is also transferred to the first
reinforcement structure arranged on the opposite side of

the foundation.
[0024] According to a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, each pair of oppositely arranged precast con-
crete elements is connected by one of said rigid longitu-
dinal reinforcement elements. In this way, a plurality of
longitudinal reinforcement elements, in particular steel
bars or beams, are traversing the hollow space encircled
by the pedestal. Since these traversing longitudinal re-
inforcement elements are all arranged diametrically, they
meet in the centre of the pedestal, so that a symmetrical
arrangement is achieved, which provides for an optimal
distribution of the forces within the entire foundation.
[0025] The longitudinal reinforcement elements may
traverse the pedestal in a horizontal plane. Preferably,
however, the rigid longitudinal reinforcement elements
are each fixed to one of said pair of oppositely arranged
precast elements in an upper region thereof and to the
other of said pair of oppositely arranged precast concrete
elements in a bottom region thereof, so that they are ex-
tending obliquely with respect to a horizontal plane.
Therefore, the reinforcement bars of oppositely arranged
precast concrete elements are coupled to each other in
at least two different planes, such as the top and the
bottom plane.
[0026] In this connection it is advantageous, if the rigid
longitudinal reinforcement elements are connected to
each other at their intersection that is arranged on a cen-
tral axis of the pedestal. In this way, a central point in the
axis of symmetry of the foundation is provided that allows
for a load distribution in various directions.
[0027] With regard to the coupling between the first
reinforcement structure and the second reinforcement
structure, a preferred embodiment provides that the rigid
longitudinal reinforcement elements of the second rein-
forcement structure and the first reinforcement structure,
in particular the reinforcement bars, are connected to
each other via a jacket arranged at an inner surface of
the pedestal. Said jacket may be formed from a sheet
steel casing that is fixed to the inner surface of the ped-
estal. In case of a pedestal in the form of a hollow cylinder,
the jacket may be embodied as a cylindrical jacket ar-
ranged at the inner cylindrical surface of the pedestal.
The jacket serves to direct the load path from the first
reinforcement structure to the second reinforcement
structure and vice versa. This is achieved by rigidly con-
necting both the reinforcement bars of the first reinforce-
ment structure and the reinforcement elements of the
second reinforcement structure to the jacket.
[0028] In this connection, a preferred embodiment pro-
vides that the reinforcement bars of said first reinforce-
ment structure are fixed to the jacket by welding. This
may advantageously be achieved by arranging the rein-
forcement bars of said first reinforcement structure to pro-
trude inwardly from the precast concrete elements, and
preferably penetrate openings provided in the jacket. The
weld may in this case be realized at the inner side of the
jacket. Alternatively, the weld may be realized at the outer
side of the jacket.
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[0029] Further, the second reinforcement structure
may be fixed to the jacket by welding or by a threaded
connection.
[0030] The hollow space within the pedestal may be
used for different purposes, e.g. as a storage space or
for undertaking maintenance works, and may therefore
be equipped with stairs, platforms etc. Further, the hollow
space may also be used for installing, accessing and
maintaining post-tension cables that are arranged to sta-
bilize the tower or mast of the wind mill.
[0031] According to a preferred embodiment the pre-
cast concrete elements comprise a base plate for sup-
porting the rib and are integrally formed with the same.
Thus, the precast concrete element may have a cross
section in the shape of an inverted "T", wherein the hor-
izontal T-bar is formed by the base plate and the vertical
T-bar is formed by the rib. However, the rib must not
necessarily be realized strictly in the form of a vertical
bar. The rib may also have a cross section that tapers
towards the top. Further, the height of the rib may pref-
erably continuously increase in a direction towards the
pedestal. A continuously increasing height of the rib al-
lows to adapt the cross sectional area of the rib to the
force progression and may for example be realized with
the upper surface or the upper rim of the rib being de-
signed as a ramp ascending in a direction towards the
pedestal. Alternatively, the rib may have a curved, name-
ly concave, configuration of the upper surface or upper
rim. In either case, the height of the rib may increase in
a direction towards the pedestal so as to reach the height
of the pedestal at the point where the rib merges into the
pedestal.
[0032] The reinforcement bars embedded into the rib
may preferably extend substantially parallel to the upper
rim of the rib, in particular parallel to the ascending ramp.
[0033] The base plates of the precast concrete ele-
ments may have a rectangular shape. Alternatively, the
plates may widen in the horizontal direction with increas-
ing distance from the centre of the foundation.
[0034] In order to close the hollow space within the
pedestal at its bottom, a preferred embodiment of the
invention provides that said base plate comprises a rim
section projecting inwardly into the hollow space encir-
cled by the pedestal. In particular, the rim sections of all
precast concrete elements together form a circumferen-
tial, in particular circular, rim, which circumferentially sup-
ports a central bottom plate that is arranged at the bottom
of the pedestal.
[0035] According to a further preferred embodiment of
the invention, the precast concrete elements are con-
strained to each other by means of at least one post-
tension cable that is arranged in a circumferential, in par-
ticular circular, passage realized in the pedestal. Such
cables have the function of an additional reinforcement
structure, but contrary to the inventive second reinforce-
ment structure, the cables are not coupled to the first
reinforcement structure embedded into the precast con-
crete elements.

[0036] When constraining the precast concrete ele-
ments to each other, the side surfaces of neighbouring
circumferential sections of the pedestal are pressed
against each other. In order to accurately align the neigh-
bouring circumferential sections with each other, said
side faces may comprise form fitting elements, such as
a tongue and groove arrangement, cooperating with each
other in order to secure the relative position of the seg-
ments.
[0037] The installation of the precast concrete ele-
ments at the worksite is substantially simplified, if, in ac-
cordance with a preferred embodiment, neighbouring
precast concrete elements, in their sections radiating out-
wardly from the pedestal, are spaced from each other in
a circumferential direction. In particular, the base plates
have a width dimension so that the base plates of neigh-
bouring precast concrete elements do not touch each
other. In this way, production tolerances in the production
of the precast concrete elements can be accommodated.
[0038] The concrete used to produce the precast con-
crete elements may be any type of concrete that is also
typically used for casting in-situ concrete. In addition to
aggregates and water, concrete contains Portland ce-
ment as a hydraulic binder, which produces strength-
forming phases by reacting and solidifying in contact with
water.
[0039] Fibre reinforced concrete may also be used to
produce the precast concrete elements. The fibres may
be made of any fibrous material that contributes to in-
creasing the structural integrity, in particular the strength,
the impact resistance and/or the durability, of the result-
ing concrete structure. Fibre-reinforced concrete con-
tains short discrete reinforcement fibres that are uniform-
ly distributed and randomly oriented.
[0040] Preferably, the reinforcement fibres are carbon
fibres, synthetic fibres, in particular polypropylene fibres.
Alternatively, the reinforcement fibres may be steel fi-
bres, glass fibres, or natural fibres.
[0041] In operation, the foundation carries an on-shore
wind turbine comprising a mast and a rotor mounted on
the mast, wherein the mast is mounted onto the pedestal
of the inventive foundation with conventional means,
such as by means of anchor bolts. The rotor has a hori-
zontal rotation axis.
[0042] In the following, the invention will be described
in more detail by reference to an exemplary embodiment
shown in the drawings. Fig. 1 illustrates a wind mill foun-
dation consisting of precast concrete elements, Fig. 2
shows a precast concrete element as used in the foun-
dation of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 shows a cross section of the foun-
dation, Fig. 4 shows a top view of the foundation of Fig.
3, Fig. 5 is a partial top view of an embodiment of the
foundation according to the invention, Fig. 6 shows a
cross section of the foundation with a flexible sheet being
fixed to the foundation and Fig. 7 shows a cross section
of the foundation being connected to a pile foundation.
[0043] In Fig. 1 a foundation 1 is shown that comprises
a number of precast concrete elements 3. The foundation
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1 comprises a circular pedestal 2 in the form of a hollow
cylinder for supporting a wind mill tower. The foundation
1 further comprises a plurality of ribs 5 radiating radially
outwardly from the pedestal 2. The pedestal 2 is divided
into a plurality of circumferential sections 4 (Fig. 2),
wherein a circumferential section 4 and a rib 5 are each
integrally formed with one another as a precast concrete
element 3, as shown in Fig. 2. The precast concrete el-
ement 3 further comprises a base plate 6 that is also
integrally formed with the rib 5. The precast concrete el-
ements 3 are made from reinforced concrete comprising
reinforcement bars that are embedded into the precast
concrete elements 3.
[0044] Although the ribs are shown in Fig. 2 as a pre-
cast concrete element made in a single piece, the ribs
may also be assembled from two or more rib sections.
This is particularly advantageous, if a rib is to be realized
that has a radial length that exceeds the allowable length
of usual transporting facilities. In particular, two or more
rib sections may be produced as separate precast con-
crete elements, transported to the work site separately
and rigidly mounted together at the work site.
[0045] In order to accurately align the neighbouring cir-
cumferential sections 4 with each other, said side faces
may comprise form fitting elements 16, such as a trape-
zoidal tongue and groove arrangement, cooperating with
each other in order to secure the relative position of the
elements 3. Further, the precast concrete elements 3
may be constrained to each other by means of at least
one post-tension cable that can be arranged in a circum-
ferential, in particular circular, passage realized in the
pedestal 2, the opening of the passage being denoted
by 17. Of course, a plurality of passages may be provided.
[0046] The reinforcement bars embedded into the pre-
cast concrete elements 3 are shown in Fig. 3 and desig-
nated by reference numeral 7. Further, anchor bolts 8
are shown, that are embedded into the circumferential
sections 4 of the pedestal 2 and serve to fix the tower of
the wind mill at the free ends thereof that are protruding
from the pedestal 2.
[0047] A jacket 9 is arranged at the inner cylindrical
surface of the pedestal 2. The reinforcement bars 7 are
arranged to protrude inwardly from the precast concrete
elements 3 and penetrate openings provided in the jacket
9, so that the bars 7 may be connected to the jacket 9 at
the inner side thereof by welding (the welding connection
is shown at 15 as an example only at one of the bars 7).
Further, steel beams 10 are each connected to the jacket
9 by, e.g., a screwed connection. The steel beams 10
connect oppositely arranged precast concrete elements
3 with each other in a manner traversing a hollow space
12 encircled by the pedestal 2. At least part of the steel
beams 10 are extending obliquely so as to form an "X"-
configuration, wherein the beams 10 are each fixed to
one of the oppositely arranged precast elements 3 in an
upper region thereof and to the other of the oppositely
arranged precast concrete elements 3 in a bottom region
thereof.

[0048] As can be seen in Fig. 3, the base plate 6 of
each precast concrete element 3 comprises a rim section
projecting inwardly into the hollow space 12, wherein the
rim sections of all precast concrete elements 3 together
form a circular rim 13, which circumferentially supports
a central bottom plate 11 that is arranged at the bottom
of the pedestal 2.
[0049] Fig. 4, in a top view of the foundation of Fig. 3
shows that each pair of oppositely arranged precast con-
crete elements 3 is connected with each other by steel
beams 10.
[0050] Fig. 5 shows the inventive embodiment, in
which the clearance between two neighbouring precast
concrete elements 3 is each bridged by a bridging plate
14, that has a radial extension so as to radially protrude
from the precast concrete elements 3. The bridging plate
14 may be fixed to the base plate 6 of the precast concrete
elements 3 by means of bolts.
[0051] Fig. 6 is a cross section of the inventive embod-
iment, wherein the bridging plate 14 is shown, which is
composed of an upper plate 18 and a lower plate 19. A
flat flexible material 20, such as a textile sheet material,
a mat or a geomembrane, is clamped between the upper
plate 18 and the lower plate 19. The flat flexible material
extends radially outwardly of the bridging plate 14, there-
by extending the horizontal surface area, onto which the
backfilling material exerts a vertical force that counteracts
the overturning moment of the wind mill.
[0052] Fig. 7 shows another embodiment of the inven-
tion in a cross-sectional view. The bridging plate 14 has
an opening 23, into which a pile 21 of a pile foundation
projects. Reinforcement bars 22 protrude from the upper
end of the pile 21. A plate 24 is arranged to close the
opening 23 from above and rests on the upper face of
the bridging plate 14. The plate 24 comprises bores for
allowing the reinforcement bars 22 to penetrate the plate
24, so that screw nuts 26 can be screwed onto a threaded
end portion of the reinforcement bars 22. A reinforcement
plate made of metal is denoted by 25. In this way, a load
transmitting path is formed between the precast concrete
elements of the wind mill foundation and the pile foun-
dation. Optionally, an additional load transmitting path
may be provided by arranging a holding element 27 on
the pile, on which the bridging plate 24 may rest. In this
way the bridging plate 24 and the pile 21 are connected
to each other so as to transmit forces in both directions
according to the arrow 28.
[0053] Although Fig. 7 shows only a single pile 21, the
pile foundation may comprise a plurality of piles 21 that
may be connected to the windmill foundation in the same
way as shown with reference to the pile 21 of Fig. 7.

Claims

1. A foundation (1) for a wind mill, comprising a circular
or polygonal pedestal (2) for supporting a wind mill
tower and a plurality of ribs (5) radiating radially out-
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wardly from the pedestal (2), wherein the pedestal
(2) is divided into a plurality of circumferential sec-
tions (4), wherein a circumferential section (4) and
a rib (5) are each integrally formed with one another,
or are each formed, as a precast concrete element
(3), wherein the precast concrete elements (3) are
made from reinforced concrete comprising a first re-
inforcement structure, in particular reinforcement
bars (7,22), embedded into the precast concrete el-
ements (3), characterized in that neighbouring pre-
cast concrete elements (3), in their sections radiating
outwardly from the pedestal (2), are spaced from
each other in a circumferential direction and that the
clearance between two neighbouring precast con-
crete elements (3) is each bridged by a bridging plate
(14).

2. A foundation (1) according to claim 1, wherein said
bridging plate (14) has a radial extension so as to
radially protrude from the precast concrete elements
(3).

3. A foundation (1) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the bridging plates (14) are realized as precast con-
crete plates.

4. A foundation (1) according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein
a second reinforcement structure is provided, which
holds the precast concrete elements (3) together and
which is coupled to the first reinforcement structure.

5. A foundation (1) according to claim 4, wherein the
second reinforcement structure comprises a plurality
of rigid longitudinal reinforcement elements, in par-
ticular steel beams (10) or bars (7,22), that each con-
nect the precast concrete elements (3) of a pair of
oppositely arranged precast concrete elements (3)
with each other in a manner traversing a hollow
space (12) encircled by the pedestal (2).

6. A foundation (1) according to claim 5, wherein each
pair of oppositely arranged precast concrete ele-
ments (3) is connected by one of said rigid longitu-
dinal reinforcement elements.

7. A foundation (1) according to claim 5 or 6, wherein
the rigid longitudinal reinforcement elements are
each fixed to one of said pair of oppositely arranged
precast elements in an upper region thereof and to
the other of said pair of oppositely arranged precast
concrete elements (3) in a bottom region thereof.

8. A foundation (1) according to any one of claims 5 to
7, wherein the rigid longitudinal reinforcement ele-
ments are connected to each other at their intersec-
tion that is arranged on an axis of the pedestal (2).

9. A foundation (1) according to any one of claims 5 to

8, wherein the rigid longitudinal reinforcement ele-
ments and the first reinforcement structure, in par-
ticular the reinforcement bars (7,22), are connected
to each other via a jacket (9) arranged at an inner
surface of the pedestal (2) .

10. A foundation (1) according to claim 9, wherein the
reinforcement bars (7,22) of said first reinforcement
structure are fixed to the jacket (9) by welding.

11. A foundation (1) according to claim 9 or 10, wherein
the reinforcement bars (7,22) of said first reinforce-
ment structure are arranged to protrude inwardly
from the precast concrete elements (3), and prefer-
ably penetrate openings provided in the jacket (9).

12. A foundation (1) according to claim 9, 10 or 11,
wherein the second reinforcement structure is fixed
to the jacket (9) by welding or by a threaded connec-
tion (15).

13. A foundation (1) according to any one of claims 1 to
12, wherein the precast concrete elements (3) com-
prise a base plate (6) for supporting the rib (5) and
integrally formed with the same, said base plate (6)
preferably comprising a rim section projecting in-
wardly into the hollow space (12) encircled by the
pedestal (2).

14. A foundation (1) according to claim 13, wherein the
rim sections of all precast concrete elements (3) to-
gether form a circumferential, in particular circular,
rim (13), which circumferentially supports a central
bottom plate (11) that is arranged at the bottom of
the pedestal (2).

15. A foundation (1) according to any one of claims 1 to
14, wherein the height of the rib (5) continuously in-
creases in a direction towards the pedestal (2).

16. A foundation (1) according to any one of claims 1 to
15, wherein the precast concrete elements (3) are
constrained to each other by means of at least one
post-tension cable that is arranged in a circumferen-
tial, in particular circular, passage realized in the ped-
estal (2).

17. A wind turbine comprising a mast and a rotor mount-
ed on the mast, wherein the mast is mounted onto
a foundation (1) according to any one of claims 1 to
16.

Patentansprüche

1. Fundament (1) für eine Windmühle mit einem kreis-
förmigen oder polygonalen Standfuß (2) zum Tragen
eines Windmühlenturms und mehreren Rippen (5),
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die vom Standfuß (2) radial nach außen vorstehen,
wobei der Standfuß (2) in mehrere Umfangsab-
schnitte (4) unterteilt ist, wobei ein Umfangsab-
schnitt (4) und eine Rippe (5) jeweils einstückig mit-
einander oder einzeln als ein vorgefertigtes Beton-
element (3) ausgebildet sind, wobei die vorgefertig-
ten Betonelemente (3) aus verstärktem Beton be-
stehen, der eine erste Verstärkungsstruktur, insbe-
sondere Verstärkungsstangen (7,22), aufweist, wel-
che in die vorgefertigten Betonelemente (3) einge-
bettet sind, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
benachbarte vorgefertigte Betonelemente (3) in ih-
ren vom Standfuß (2) radial nach außen reichenden
Querschnitten in Umfangsrichtung voneinander be-
abstandet sind, und dass der Zwischenraum zwi-
schen zwei benachbarten vorgefertigten Betonele-
menten (3) durch eine jeweilige Überbrückungsplat-
te (14) überbrückt ist.

2. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Über-
brückungsplatte (14) eine solche radiale Abmes-
sung aufweist, dass sie von den vorgefertigten Be-
tonelementen (3) radial vorsteht.

3. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die
Überbrückungsplatten (14) als vorgefertigte Beton-
platten verwirklicht sind.

4. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3, wobei
eine zweite Verstärkungsstruktur bereitgestellt ist,
welche die vorgefertigten Betonelemente (3) zusam-
menhält und mit der ersten Verstärkungsstruktur ge-
koppelt ist.

5. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 4, wobei die zweite
Verstärkungsstruktur mehrere starre longitudinale
Verstärkungselemente, insbesondere Stahlträger
(10) oder -stangen (7,22), aufweist, die jeweils die
vorgefertigten Betonelemente (3) eines Paars ent-
gegengesetzt angeordneter vorgefertigter Betone-
lemente (3) derart miteinander verbinden, dass ein
Hohlraum (12) durchquert wird, welcher von dem
Standfuß (2) eingekreist ist.

6. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 5, wobei jedes Paar
entgegengesetzt angeordneter vorgefertigter Be-
tonelemente (3) mit einem der starren longitudinalen
Verstärkungselemente verbunden ist.

7. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 5 oder 6, wobei die
starren longitudinalen Verstärkungselemente je-
weils in einem oberen Bereich an einem von dem
Paar entgegengesetzt angeordneter vorgefertigter
Elemente befestigt sind und in einem unteren Be-
reich an dem anderen von dem Paar entgegenge-
setzt angeordneter vorgefertigter Betonelemente (3)
befestigt sind.

8. Fundament (1) nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 7,
wobei die starren longitudinalen Verstärkungsele-
mente an ihrem Schnittpunkt, der auf einer Achse
des Standfußes (2) angeordnet ist, miteinander ver-
bunden sind.

9. Fundament (1) nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 8,
wobei die starren longitudinalen Verstärkungsele-
mente und die erste Verstärkungsstruktur, insbeson-
dere die Verstärkungsstangen (7,22), durch eine
Ummantelung (9), die an einer Innenfläche des
Standfußes (2) angeordnet ist, miteinander verbun-
den sind.

10. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 9, wobei die Verstär-
kungsstangen (7,22) der ersten Verstärkungsstruk-
tur durch Schweißen an der Ummantelung (9) be-
festigt sind.

11. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 9 oder 10, wobei die
Verstärkungsstangen (7,22) der ersten Verstär-
kungsstruktur so angeordnet sind, dass sie von den
vorgefertigten Betonelementen (3) nach innen vor-
stehen und vorzugsweise in Öffnungen eindringen,
die in der Ummantelung (9) bereitgestellt sind.

12. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 9, 10 oder 11, wobei
die zweite Verstärkungsstruktur durch Schweißen
oder durch eine Schraubverbindung (15) an der Um-
mantelung (9) befestigt ist.

13. Fundament (1) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 12,
wobei die vorgefertigten Betonelemente (3) eine Ba-
sisplatte (6) zum Tragen der Rippe (5) aufweisen
und damit einstückig ausgebildet sind, wobei die ge-
nannte Basisplatte (6) vorzugsweise einen
Randabschnitt aufweist, der nach innen in den Hohl-
raum (12) vorsteht, der vom Standfuß (2) eingekreist
ist.

14. Fundament (1) nach Anspruch 13, wobei die
Randabschnitte aller vorgefertigten Betonelemente
(3) zusammen einen umfänglichen, insbesondere
kreisförmigen Rand (13), bilden, der eine zentrale
Bodenplatte (11), die am Boden des Standfußes (2)
angeordnet ist, umfänglich stützt.

15. Fundament (1) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 14,
wobei die Höhe der Rippe (5) zum Standfuß (2) hin
kontinuierlich zunimmt.

16. Fundament (1) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 15,
wobei die vorgefertigten Betonelemente (3) durch
wenigstens ein Nachspannkabel miteinander ver-
bunden sind, das in einem umfänglichen, insbeson-
dere kreisförmigen Durchgang angeordnet ist, der
im Standfuß (2) ausgebildet ist.
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17. Windturbine mit einem Mast und einem am Mast
montierten Rotor, wobei der Mast an einem Funda-
ment nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 16 montiert ist.

Revendications

1. Fondation (1) pour une éolienne, comprenant un so-
cle circulaire ou polygonal (2) pour supporter une
tour d’éolienne et une pluralité de nervures (5) rayon-
nant radialement vers l’extérieur depuis le socle (2),
dans laquelle le socle (2) est divisé en une pluralité
de sections circonférentielles (4), dans laquelle une
section circonférentielle (4) et une nervure (5) sont
chacune formées d’une seule pièce l’une avec
l’autre, ou sont chacune formées, en tant qu’élément
en béton préfabriqué (3), dans laquelle les éléments
en béton préfabriqué (3) sont réalisés en béton armé,
comprenant une première structure d’armature, en
particulier des barres d’armature (7, 22), noyée dans
les éléments en béton préfabriqué (3), caractérisée
en ce que les éléments en béton préfabriqué (3)
voisins, dans leurs sections rayonnant vers l’exté-
rieur à partir du socle (2), sont espacés les uns des
autres dans une direction circonférentielle et que
l’espace libre entre deux éléments en béton préfa-
briqué (3) voisins est respectivement comblé par une
plaque de liaison (14).

2. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
ladite plaque de liaison (14) a une extension radiale
de manière à faire saillie radialement des éléments
en béton préfabriqué (3).

3. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans
laquelle les plaques de liaison (14) sont réalisées en
tant que plaques de béton préfabriqué.

4. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 1, 2 ou 3, dans
laquelle une deuxième structure d’armature est pré-
vue, qui maintient les éléments en béton préfabriqué
(3) ensemble et qui est couplée à la première struc-
ture d’armature.

5. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 4, dans laquelle
la deuxième structure d’armature comprend une plu-
ralité d’éléments d’armature longitudinaux rigides,
en particulier des poutres (10) ou des barres (7, 22)
en acier, qui relient chacune les éléments en béton
préfabriqué (3) d’une paire d’éléments en béton pré-
fabriqué (3) disposés de manière opposée les uns
aux autres de manière à traverser un espace creux
(12) entouré par le socle (2).

6. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 5, dans laquelle
chaque paire d’éléments en béton préfabriqué (3)
disposés de manière opposée est reliée par l’un des-
dits éléments d’armature longitudinaux rigides.

7. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 5 ou 6, dans
laquelle les éléments d’armature longitudinaux rigi-
des sont chacun fixés à l’un de ladite paire d’élé-
ments préfabriqués disposés de manière opposée
dans une région supérieure de celui-ci et à l’autre
de ladite paire d’éléments en béton préfabriqué (3)
disposés de manière opposée dans une région in-
férieure de celui-ci.

8. Fondation (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 5 à 7, dans laquelle les éléments d’armature
rigides longitudinaux sont reliés entre eux à leur in-
tersection qui est disposée sur un axe du socle (2).

9. Fondation (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 5 à 8, dans laquelle les éléments de renfor-
cement longitudinaux rigides et la première structure
d’armature, en particulier les barres d’armature (7,
22), sont reliés entre eux par une enveloppe (9) dis-
posée sur une surface intérieure du socle (2).

10. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 9, dans laquelle
les barres d’armature (7, 22) de ladite première
structure d’armature sont fixées à l’enveloppe (9) par
soudage.

11. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 9 ou 10, dans
laquelle les barres d’armature (7, 22) de ladite pre-
mière structure d’armature sont agencées pour faire
saillie vers l’intérieur à partir des éléments en béton
préfabriqué (3), et de préférence pénétrer dans des
ouvertures prévues dans l’enveloppe (9).

12. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 9, 10 ou 11,
dans laquelle la deuxième structure d’armature est
fixée à l’enveloppe (9) par soudage ou par un raccord
fileté (15).

13. Fondation (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 12, dans laquelle les éléments en béton
préfabriqué (3) comprennent une plaque de base (6)
pour supporter la nervure (5) et formée d’une seule
pièce avec celle-ci, ladite plaque de base (6) com-
prenant de préférence une section de bord faisant
saillie vers l’intérieur dans l’espace creux (12) en-
touré par le socle (2).

14. Fondation (1) selon la revendication 13, dans laquel-
le les sections de bord de tous les éléments en béton
préfabriqué (3) forment ensemble un bord circonfé-
rentiel, en particulier circulaire (13) qui supporte cir-
conférentiellement une plaque de fond centrale (11)
qui est disposée au fond du socle (2).

15. Fondation (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 14, dans laquelle la hauteur de la nervure
(5) augmente continuellement en direction du socle
(2).
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16. Fondation (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 15, dans laquelle les éléments en béton
préfabriqué (3) sont contraints les uns aux autres au
moyen d’au moins un câble de précontraintes qui
est disposé dans un passage circonférentiel, en par-
ticulier circulaire, réalisé dans le socle (2).

17. Turbine éolienne comprenant un mât et un rotor
monté sur le mât, dans laquelle le mât est monté sur
une fondation (1) selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 à 16.
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