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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to connecting ca-
bles, communication devices and communication meth-
ods, particularly those involving pairs of signal conduc-
tors.
[0002] Recently, a device has been proposed utilizing
an interface according to an IEEE-1394 high perform-
ance serial bus standard (an IEEE-1394 bus) for an in-
terface for connecting plural information processors such
as a computer and a video terminal.
[0003] Fig. 23 of the accompanying drawings shows
an example of an information processing system consti-
tuted by plural information processors which are respec-
tively connected utilizing an interface according to the
IEEE-1394 standard.
[0004] The above information processing system is
constituted by a workstation 101, a personal computer
102, a hard disk 103, a printer 104, a scanner 105, an
electronic camera 106 and a compact disc (CD)-ROM
drive 107 respectively provided with an interface accord-
ing to the IEEE-1394 standard.
[0005] The workstation 101 to the scanner 105 are re-
spectively connected in a daisy chain mode via 1394 ca-
bles 111-1 to 111-4 according to the IEEE-1394 stand-
ard, and the electronic camera 106 and the CD-ROM
drive 107 are respectively connected to the workstation
101 in a tree structure mode via 1394 cables 111-5 and
111-6.
[0006] Fig. 24 shows an example in which predeter-
mined two devices 141A and 141B of the above work-
station 101 to the CD-ROM drive 107 are connected.
[0007] The 1394 cable 111 is a cable according to the
IEEE-1394 standard provided with two pairs of twisted
pair signal conductors 12 and 13 (further provided with
two power lines not shown in the case of a 6-pin cable)
and provided with a 4- or 6-pin plug 125-1 or 125-2 at
each end.
[0008] Fig. 25 shows an example (in the case of a 6-
pin cable) of the section of the 1394 cable 111. As shown
in Fig. 25, signal conductor shields 17-1 and 17-2 are
respectively provided to each signal conductor 12 or 13
in the 1394 cable 111 and a cable whole shield 18 is
provided outside the signal conductors 12 and 13 and
the power lines 11-1 and 11-2.
[0009] The devices 141A and 141B shown in Fig. 24
are respectively provided with twisted pair A (TPA) inter-
faces 151A and 151B and twisted pair B (TPB) interfaces
152A and 152B respectively which are a part of an IEEE-
1394 interface.
[0010] The TPA interfaces 151A and 151B and the
TPB interfaces 152A and 152B respectively send/receive
a signal between the two devices 141A and 141B and
also respectively send/receive the arbitration information
of cables determined in the IEEE-1394 standard and sup-
plied from a predetermined device.
[0011] Further, the TPB interfaces 152A and 152B re-
spectively supply a d.c. signal of voltage corresponding

to any of plural types of maximum transfer rates deter-
mined in the IEEE-1394 standard to the TPA interfaces
151B and 151A of each connected device.
[0012] Fig. 26 shows an example of the electric con-
stitution of each TPA interface 151A and 151B.
[0013] After a driver 161 amplifies a strobe pulse (Strb_
Tx) corresponding to transmitted data when a strobe en-
abling signal (Strb_Enable) is supplied, the driver sends
the amplified strobe pulse as a TPA signal via one of the
two conductors of the signal conductor 12 or 13 and
sends a signal generated by inverting a TPA signal as a
TPA* signal via the other conductor of the same signal
conductor.
[0014] For example, the driver 161 of the TPA interface
151A in the device 141A shown in Fig. 24 sends a TPA
signal and a TPA* signal via the signal conductor 12.
[0015] An interface according to the IEEE-1394 stand-
ard adopts a DS linking system for encoding in data trans-
mission. In the DS linking system, as shown in Fig. 27,
predetermined data is transmitted on one signal conduc-
tor and a strobe pulse generated to change the value of
the data when it is unchanged is transmitted on the other
signal conductor. A clock pulse can be obtained by cal-
culating the exclusive-OR of data and a strobe pulse.
[0016] A receiver 162 operates difference between
signals transmitted via the two conductors of the signal
conductor 12 or 13 and after the receiver amplifies the
operated result, it outputs the amplified operated result
as received data.
[0017] Arbitration comparators 163-1 and 163-2 re-
spectively operate difference between signals corre-
sponding to arbitration information and transmitted via
the two conductors of the signal conductor as data, re-
spectively judge whether a value showing the operated
result is larger than a predetermined threshold value or
not and respectively output a value corresponding to the
judgement as received arbitration information.
[0018] A buffer 164 supplies predetermined reference
voltage TpBias to a comparator 165.
[0019] The comparator 165 is provided with plural
comparing sections not shown, compares the voltage
value of a d.c. signal corresponding to the maximum
transfer rate transmitted in a common mode (a mode in
which a TPA signal and a TPA* signal are in phase) via
the signal conductor 12 or 13 and preset reference volt-
age corresponding to plural maximum transfer rates (for
example, 400 Mbps, 200 Mbps and 100 Mbps), and out-
puts the result of the comparison (the information of the
maximum transfer rate of the connected device).
[0020] Fig. 28 shows an example of the electric con-
stitution of the TPB interfaces 152A and 152B.
[0021] After a driver 171 amplifies a data signal (Data_
Tx) to be transmitted when a data enabling signal (Data_
Enable) is supplied, the driver sends the amplified data
signal as a TPB signal via one of the two conductors of
the signal conductor 12 or 13 and also sends a signal
generated by inverting a TPB signal as a TPB* signal via
the other conductor of the same signal conductor.
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[0022] A receiver 172 operates difference between
signals transmitted via the two conductors of the signal
conductor 12 or 13 and after the receiver amplifies the
operated result, it outputs the amplified operated result
as a received strobe pulse.
[0023] Arbitration comparators 174-1 and 174-2 re-
spectively operate difference between signals corre-
sponding to arbitration information and transmitted via
the two conductors of the signal conductor 12 or 13 as
data, respectively judge whether a value of the operated
result is larger than a predetermined threshold value or
not and respectively output a value corresponding to the
judgement as received arbitration information.
[0024] A cable connection comparator 175 detects a
voltage value varied because the cable 111 is connected
and outputs the detected result.
[0025] When a signal (Speed_Tx) corresponding to
the maximum transfer rate of a device in which constant
current circuits 173-1 and 173-2 are built is supplied, the
constant current circuits output current corresponding to
the signal, generate predetermined voltage which is in
phase (in a common mode) as a TPB signal and a TPB*
signal and execute speed signaling processing.
[0026] Next, communication between the devices
141A and 141B shown in Fig. 24 will be described.
[0027] In the devices 141A and 141B connected via
an interface according to the IEEE-1394 standard, first
when a path is reset, the respective connected devices
are informed in a common mode about the maximum
transfer rate of the respective devices as speed signaling
processing.
[0028] At this time, the TPB interfaces 152A and 152B
of each device similarly apply voltage corresponding the
maximum transfer rate of each device to the signal con-
ductors 12 and 13 respectively in the constant current
circuits 173-1 and 173-2 and when the TPA interfaces
151B and 151A of the devices connected to the above
each device detect respective voltage values in the com-
parator 165, the devices connected to the above each
device are informed about the maximum transfer rate of
each device.
[0029] After each device is informed about the maxi-
mum transfer rate as described above, it starts the send-
ing of data at the slowest transfer rate of preset plural
transfer rates.
[0030] When data is sent, the driver 171 of the TPB
interfaces 152A and 152B of each device sends data via
one signal conductor and the driver 161 of the TPA in-
terfaces 151A and 151B sends a strobe pulse corre-
sponding to the data via the other signal conductor. The
receiver 162 of the TPA interfaces 151B and 151A of the
devices connected to each device receives a transmitted
data signal and the receiver 172 of the TPB interfaces
152B and 152A receives a transmitted strobe pulse.
[0031] As described above, predetermined data and a
strobe pulse corresponding to it are transmitted from one
device to the other device according to the DS linking
system.

[0032] However, there is a problem that as a magnetic
flux interlinked with another signal conductor is increased
of magnetic fluxes generated due to a transmitted signal
in case a signal is transmitted in a common mode as in
the above speed signaling processing, crosstalk be-
tween signal conductors is increased and a malfunction
may occur in each device.
[0033] For example, a signal in a common mode sent
from the TPB interface 152A in the device 141A shown
in Fig. 24 via the signal conductor 13 is transmitted to
the signal conductor 12 by electromagnetic induction,
reaches the TPA interface 151A in the device 141A and
the TPB interface 152B in the device 141B via the signal
conductor 12 and crosstalk is caused.
[0034] United States Patent No US-A-5 346 410 dis-
closes matter generally according to the pre-character-
ising parts of claims 1,8 and 11 hereof.
[0035] The present invention provides a connecting
cable according to claim 1 hereof, a communication de-
vice according to claim 8 hereof, and a communication
method according to claim 11 hereof.
[0036] The preferred embodiment of the invention may
therefore inhibit crosstalk by forming an independent
closed magnetic circuit interlinked with each signal con-
ductor pair by material provided with high magnetic per-
meability and predetermined magnetic reluctance.
[0037] The invention will now be described by way of
example with reference to the accompanying drawings,
throughout which like parts are referred to by like refer-
ences, and in which:

Figs. 1A and 1B are views showing a connecting
cable according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;
Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing an example of the
constitution of the inside of the connecting cable
shown in Figs. 1A and 1B;
Figs. 3A and 3B are views showing a connecting
cable according to a second embodiment of the
present invention;
Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing an example of the
constitution of the inside of the connecting cable
shown in Figs. 3A and 3B;
Figs. 5A and 5B show an example of the relationship
between the directions of current in a signal conduc-
tor and magnetic flux in a ferrite bead;
Figs. 6A and 6B show an example of the frequency
characteristic of far-end crosstalk when a ferrite bead
is utilized;
Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing an example of
a state when a signal conductor is wound around a
ferrite bead;
Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing the constitution of
a communication device according to a first embod-
iment of the present invention;
Figs. 9A and 9B are perspective views showing an
example of a socket in the first embodiment;
Figs. 10A and 10B are perspective views showing
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an example of an integrated circuit in a second em-
bodiment of the communication device;
Fig. 11 is a perspective view showing an example of
a printed board in a third embodiment of the com-
munication device;
Fig. 12 shows the constitution in case a ferrite bead
is integrated which does not form part of the inven-
tion;
Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing an example of
the shape and the arrangement of a ferrite bead in
which crosstalk between signal conductors is in-
creased and is not an embodiment of the invention;
Figs. 14 to 19 illustrate various positions of ferrite
beads on signal conductors;
Fig. 20 shows the constitution when the number of
pins at each end of the signal conductors is four;
Fig. 21 shows the constitution when the number of
pins at one end of the signal conductors is four and
the number of pins at the other end is six;
Fig. 22 shows the constitution when the number of
pins at one end of the signal conductors is four and
the number of pins at the other end is six;
Fig. 23 is a block diagram showing an example of
an information processing system connected utiliz-
ing a cable according to an IEEE-1394 standard;
Fig. 24 is a block diagram showing an example of
the connection of two of the devices shown in Fig. 23;
Fig. 25 is a sectional view showing an example of
the cable according to the IEEE-1394 standard;
Fig. 26 is a circuit diagram showing an example of
the constitution of the TPA interface shown in Fig. 24;
Fig. 27 explains a DS linking system; and
Fig. 28 is a circuit diagram showing an example of
the constitution of the TPB interface shown in Fig. 24.

[0038] Figs. 1A and 1B show a 6-pin cable equivalent
to a first embodiment of a connecting cable according to
the present invention. The 6-pin cable 1 is provided with
a head part 1A and a cable part 1B respectively according
to an IEEE-1394 standard.
[0039] Fig. 2 shows an example of the constitution of
the inside of a plug part of the 6-pin cable 1 shown in
Figs. 1. In the 6-pin cable according to the IEEE-1394
standard, power lines 11 and two pairs of signal conduc-
tors 12 and 13 are connected to the head part 1A provided
with six electric connections not shown corresponding to
six conductors (total six consisting of the two power lines
11 and the total four of the signal conductors 12 and 13).
[0040] Ferrite beads 14 and 15 (closed magnetic circuit
means) respectively forming an independent closed
magnetic circuit around the signal conductors 12 and 13
are respectively provided to the signal conductors 12 and
13 of the 6-pin cable 1 shown in Figs. 1.
[0041] Figs. 3A and 3B show a 4-pin cable equivalent
to a second embodiment of the connecting cable accord-
ing to the present invention. The 4-pin cable 2 is provided
with a head part 2A and a cable part 2B respectively
according to the IEEE-1394 standard.

[0042] Fig. 4 shows an example of the inside constitu-
tion of a plug part of the 4-pin cable 2 shown in Figs. 3A
and 3B. In the 4-pin cable according to the IEEE-1394
standard, two pairs of signal conductors 12 and 13 are
connected to the head part 2A provided with four electric
connections not shown corresponding to four conductors
(total four consisting of each two of the signal conductors
12 and 13).
[0043] As the 6-pin cable 1, ferrite beads 14 and 15
respectively forming a closed magnetic circuit around the
signal conductors 12 and 13 are respectively provided
to the signal conductors 12 and 13 of the 4-pin cable 2
shown in Figs. 3A and 3B.
[0044] As shown in Fig. 5A, a magnetic flux is gener-
ated in a common mode because current in the two con-
ductors of a predetermined signal conductor flows in the
same direction by respectively providing the ferrite beads
14 and 15 to the signal conductors 12 and 13 as shown
in Figs. 2 and 4, however, as most magnetic fluxes re-
spectively pass the ferrite beads 14 and 15 which are
excellent in magnetic permeability, magnetic fluxes in-
terlinked with a different signal conductor are small and
further, as particularly, energy in a high-frequency area
is converted to heat energy and absorbed because of
the internal loss of ferrite, the above crosstalk is inhibited.
[0045] In case data and a strobe pulse are respectively
transmitted by the drivers 161 and 171 instead of a com-
mon mode, current in an opposite phase respectively
flows in the two conductors of the signal conductor as
shown in Fig. 5B and a magnetic flux is hardly generated
in the ferrite beads 14 and 15, the ferrite beads 14 and
15 have no particular effect upon data transmission.
[0046] Figs. 6A and 6B show an example of the fre-
quency characteristic of far-end crosstalk (crosstalk in a
device on the side of receiving) in case a ferrite bead the
inside diameter of which is 1.5 mm, the outside diameter
of which is 3.5 mm and the length of which is 5 mm is
provided to each signal conductor 12 or 13 in the plug
part of the cable 2 the length of which is 3 m.
[0047] As the loss factor tan δ (= P"/P’, complex mag-
netic permeability P = P’ - j · P") of the ferrite bead is
increased in a high-frequency area in case the ferrite
bead is provided as described above, the attenuation of
far-end crosstalk is increased in a high-frequency band
as shown in Fig. 6B and far-end crosstalk can be inhibited
in a high-frequency band as shown in Fig. 6A so that it
is lower than a reference value (-26 dB) determined in
the standard. Therefore, crosstalk caused due to a high-
frequency component when d.c. current rushes in speed
signaling processing for example can be inhibited.
[0048] "P30" and "P40" shown in Fig. 6A show the type
of used ferrite beads, "P30" shows a ferrite bead the initial
magnetic permeability of which is 45 and "P40" shows a
ferrite bead the initial magnetic permeability of which is
120. For example, ferrite beads manufactured by TDK
can be used for these ferrite beads.
[0049] In the above embodiments, each one ferrite
bead 14 and 15 is provided to each signal conductor 12
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or 13, however, as shown in Fig. 7, each signal conductor
12 or 13 may be also wound around each ferrite bead 14
or 15.
[0050] In the above embodiments, the ferrite beads 14
and 15 are respectively provided to the signal conductors
12 and 13 of each cable 1 or 2, however, as described
below, a ferrite bead may be also provided between the
connection (socket) of a device to which the cable is con-
nected and a circuit of a TPA interface and a TPB inter-
face.
[0051] Fig. 8 shows the constitution of a first embodi-
ment of a communication device according to the present
invention. In the communication device 5, a socket 21A
(connection means) is provided with a joint not shown to
which a conventional type IEEE-1394 cable is connected
and which is electrically connected to the joint at the end
of the cable. A signal supplied via the joint is supplied to
an IC 41 which is an interface according to the IEEE-
1394 standard via the socket 21A and a printed board 61.
[0052] Fig. 9A shows an example of the socket 21A in
which ferrite beads 14A and 15A (closed magnetic circuit
means) are respectively provided to lead parts 31 and
32 corresponding to each signal conductor 12 or 13 in
the cable. Crosstalk is inhibited as in the above cables 1
and 2 by providing the ferrite beads 14A and 15A to the
socket 21A as described above.
[0053] A socket 21B (connection means) shown in Fig.
9B in which parts 14B and 15B (closed magnetic circuit
means) provided with high magnetic permeability are em-
bedded around each conductor corresponding to each
signal conductor 12 or 13 may be also used in place of
the socket 21A.
[0054] The integrated circuit (IC) 41 is provided with
circuits corresponding to a physical layer part (PHY) such
as the TPA interface and the TPB interface and provided
with circuits respectively corresponding to the other part
of the interfaces according to the IEEE-1394 standard.
[0055] Next, a second embodiment of the communi-
cation device according to the present invention will be
described. In the second embodiment, the ferrite beads
14A and 15A of the socket 21A in the first embodiment
are removed and provided to the corresponding parts of
the IC 41.
[0056] Fig. 10A shows an IC 41A (processing means)
in this embodiment provided with the circuits of the TPA
interface 151 and the TPB interface 152. In the IC 41A,
ferrite beads 14C and 15C (closed magnetic circuit
means) are respectively provided to the lead parts 51
and 52 corresponding to each signal conductor 12 or 13
of a cable.
[0057] Crosstalk is inhibited as in the above cables 1
and 2 by respectively providing the ferrite beads 14C and
15C provided with high magnetic permeability to the lead
parts 51 and 52 of the IC 41A as described above.
[0058] An IC 41B (processing means) in which material
14D or 15D (closed magnetic circuit means) provided
with high magnetic permeability is respectively embed-
ded around conductors corresponding to each signal

conductor 12 or 13 as shown in Fig. 10(B) may be also
used in place of the IC 41A.
[0059] Next, a third embodiment of the communication
device according to the present invention will be de-
scribed. In the third embodiment, the ferrite beads 14A
and 15A of the socket 21A in the first embodiment are
removed and are respectively provided to conductors in
the printed board 61.
[0060] Fig. 11 shows an example in which ferrite beads
14E and 15E (closed magnetic circuit means) are respec-
tively provided to two conductors corresponding to each
signal conductor 12 or 13 between a socket to which a
cable is connected and the circuit (the IC 41) of the TPA
interface 151 and the TPB interface 152 on the printed
board 61.
[0061] Crosstalk is inhibited as in the above cables 1
and 2 by providing the ferrite beads 14E and 15E on the
printed board 61 as described above.
[0062] As described above, crosstalk is inhibited by
respectively providing parts provided with high magnetic
permeability constituting a closed magnetic circuit
around conductors corresponding to each signal conduc-
tor 12 or 13 between the socket to which a cable is con-
nected and the circuit of the TPA interface 151 and the
TPB interface 152.
[0063] As the operation of the above communication
device in the first to third embodiments is the same as
that of the above devices 141A and 141B shown in Fig.
24, the description is omitted. However, as parts provided
with high magnetic permeability such as a ferrite bead
are provided as described above, crosstalk is inhibited
in the first to third embodiments.
[0064] In the above embodiments, ferrite is utilized for
material provided with high magnetic permeability, how-
ever, another material may be also utilized.
[0065] The shape of a used ferrite bead is not limited
to the above one. In the above embodiments, independ-
ent parts (the ferrite beads 14 and 15, 14A and 15A, 14C
and 15C, 14E and 15E) are provided to each pair of two
pairs of signal conductors, however, these parts may be
also integrated as a ferrite bead 201 as shown in Fig. 12
for example to be a part for reducing the cost and en-
hancing mechanical strength. In an example shown in
Fig. 12, which does not form part of the invention, inde-
pendent holes are respectively made in the ferrite bead
201 for the signal conductor 12 and for the signal con-
ductor 13 and the signal conductor 12 or 13 is inserted
into the hole. Hereby, the respective magnetic paths of
the signal conductors 12 and 13 are formed substantially
independently and mutual interference, therefore, cross-
talk is reduced.
[0066] In an example, as shown in Fig. 13, which does
not form part of the present invention two pairs of signal
conductors 12 and 13 are inserted into one hole of a
ferrite bead 181, however, in this case, as the respective
magnetic paths are not independent, magnetic fluxes in-
terlinked with the other signal conductor of magnetic flux-
es generated in one signal conductor are increased and
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crosstalk is increased, it is undesirable that the ferrite
bead 181 is provided to two pairs of signal conductors
12 and 13 as described above.
[0067] In the above embodiments, in case the number
of pins is both 4 and 6, as shown in Fig. 14, ferrite beads
14 are arranged at both ends of the signal conductor 12
and ferrite beads 15 are arranged at both ends of the
signal conductor 13, however, as shown in Fig. 15 for
example, the ferrite bead 14 may be also arranged only
on the side of the TPA interface 151A of the signal con-
ductor 12 and the ferrite bead 15 may be also arranged
only on the side of the TPA interface 151B of the signal
conductor 13 or as shown in Fig. 16, the ferrite bead 14
may be also arranged only on the side of the TPB inter-
face 152B of the signal conductor 12 and the ferrite bead
15 may be also arranged only on the side of the TPB
interface 152A of the signal conductor 13. In the consti-
tutions shown in Figs. 15 and 16, the effect of inhibiting
crosstalk is reduced, compared with that in the constitu-
tion shown in Fig. 14, however, crosstalk can be inhibited
more, compared with a case that no ferrite bead is in-
serted. In case two ferrite beads cannot be arranged
when a connector plug is miniaturized, the above consti-
tutions are particularly effective.
[0068] This is also similar in case the ferrite beads 14A
and 15A, 14C and 15C and 14E and 15E are formed.
[0069] Figs. 17 to 19 show an example of the arrange-
ment of ferrite beads in case the number of pins of one
terminal is 4 and the number of pins of the other terminal
is 6. In this case, in addition to constitution (in this case,
crosstalk can be most effectively inhibited) in which the
ferrite beads 14 or the ferrite beads 15 are arranged at
both ends of each signal conductor 12 or 13 as shown
in Fig. 14, the ferrite bead 14 or the ferrite bead 15 may
be arranged only on each 6-pin side of the signal con-
ductors 12 and 13 as shown in Fig. 17, the ferrite bead
14 may be arranged only on the 4-pin side of the signal
conductor 12 and the ferrite bead 15 may be arranged
only on the 6-pin side of the signal conductor 13 as shown
in Fig. 18, or the ferrite bead 14 may be arranged only
on the 6-pin side of the signal conductor 12 and the ferrite
bead 15 may be arranged only on the 4-pin side of the
signal conductor 13 as shown in Fig. 19. In the above
cases, the effect of inhibiting crosstalk is a little reduced,
compared with a case that the ferrite beads 14 or the
ferrite beads 15 are arranged at both ends of the signal
conductor 12 or 13, however, crosstalk can be inhibited,
compared with a case that no ferrite bead are provided.
[0070] In case the both ends of the signal conductors
12 and 13 are respectively constituted by four pins, the
signal conductors 12 and 13 are respectively shielded
by signal conductor shields 17-1 and 17-2 as shown in
Fig. 20, in the meantime, in case one end of the signal
conductors 12 and 13 is constituted by four pins and the
other end is constituted by six pins, the signal conductors
are constituted as shown in Fig. 21 or 22. In Figs. 20 and
21, no ferrite bead is shown.
[0071] In the example of the constitution shown in Fig.

21, the signal conductor shields 17-1 and 17-2 are con-
nected to a pin No. 2 on the 6-pin side and grounded,
and a pin No. 1 is open. In the example shown in Fig. 22,
the inside of the signal conductor shields 17-1 and 17-2
is connected to a pin No. 2 on the 6-pin side and ground-
ed. A pin No. 1 is open. Further, as a variation of Fig. 25,
an insulator may be also inserted between a cable whole
shield 18 and the signal conductor shield 17-1 or 17-2
inside the cable whole shield.
[0072] As described above, in the preferred connect-
ing cable, as a signal is transmitted via a signal conductor
interlinked with closed magnetic circuit means in which
a closed magnetic circuit is formed by material provided
with predetermined magnetic reluctance and high mag-
netic permeability, crosstalk between signal conductors
in a common mode can be inhibited.
[0073] According to the preferred communication de-
vice and method, as communication is made via a con-
nection provided with a closed magnetic circuit part in
which an independent closed magnetic circuit interlinked
with two conductors corresponding to each signal con-
ductor is formed by material provided with predetermined
magnetic reluctance and high magnetic permeability,
crosstalk between signal conductors in a common mode
can be inhibited.
[0074] According to the preferred communication de-
vice and method, as communication processing is exe-
cuted by a processing section provided with a closed
magnetic circuit part in which an independent closed
magnetic circuit interlinked with two conductors corre-
sponding to each signal conductor is formed by material
provided with predetermined magnetic reluctance and
high magnetic permeability, crosstalk between signal
conductors in a common mode can be inhibited.
[0075] Further, in the preferred embodiment, as a
closed magnetic circuit part is provided in which an in-
dependent closed magnetic circuit interlinked with two
conductors corresponding to each signal conductor for
connecting a connection and a processing section is
formed by material provided with predetermined magnet-
ic reluctance and high magnetic permeability, and com-
munication is made via the two conductors, crosstalk be-
tween signal conductors in a common mode can be in-
hibited.

Claims

1. A connecting cable having at least two pairs (12, 13)
of signal conductors and closed magnetic circuit
means (14, 15), formed by material of predetermined
magnetic reluctance and high magnetic permeabili-
ty, interlinked with said signal conductors, charac-
terised in that the closed magnetic circuit means
(14, 15) comprises a respective independent closed
magnetic circuit interlinked with each pair (12, 13) of
said at least two pairs of signal conductors.
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2. A connecting cable according to claim 1, wherein
each said pair (12, 13) of signal conductors is a twist-
ed pair of signal conductors.

3. A connecting cable according to claim 1or claim 2,
wherein a respective said closed magnetic circuit
means is arranged at each end of the pairs of signal
conductors.

4. A connecting cable according to claim 1or claim 2,
wherein said closed magnetic circuit means is ar-
ranged at one end only of the pairs of signal conduc-
tor.

5. A connecting cable according to any one of claims
1to 4, wherein said closed magnetic circuit means
comprises a ferrite bead (14, 15).

6. A connecting cable according to any one of claims
1to 4, wherein said closed magnetic circuit means
comprises a respective ferrite bead (14, 15) for each
of said at least two pairs (12, 13) of signal conductors.

7. A connecting cable according to claim 1, wherein
said connecting cable is shielded.

8. A communication device (5) provided with connec-
tion means (21), to which a connecting cable having
at least two pairs (12, 13) of signal conductors is
connected, and processing means (41) for process-
ing a signal to be sent or received via said connection
means and said connecting cable, said connection
means (21) being provided with a closed magnetic
circuit means (14, 15), formed by material of prede-
termined magnetic reluctance and high magnetic
permeability, interlinked with said signal conductors,
characterised in that the closed magnetic circuit
means (14, 15) comprises a respective independent
closed magnetic circuit interlinked with each pair (12,
13) of said at least two pairs of signal conductors.

9. A communication device according to claim 8,
wherein said material of high magnetic permeability
is ferrite.

10. A communication device according to claim 8,
wherein said connecting cable is shielded.

11. A communication method for processing a signal to
be sent or received via a connection to which a con-
necting cable provided with at least two pairs (12,
13) of signal conductors is connected, said connec-
tion being provided with a closed magnetic circuit
means (14, 15), formed by material of predetermined
magnetic reluctance and high magnetic permeabili-
ty, interlinked with said signal conductors, charac-
terised in that communication is made via a said
connection that has a closed magnetic circuit means

(14, 15) that comprises a respective independent
closed magnetic circuit interlinked with each pair (12,
13) of said at least two pairs of signal conductors.

Patentansprüche

1. Verbindungskabel, das zumindest zwei Signalleiter-
Paare (12, 13) und geschlossene, Magnetkreis-Mit-
tel (14, 15) aufweist, die aus einem Material mit einer
vorbestimmten magnetischen Reluktanz und einer
hohen magnetischen Permeabilität gebildet sind, die
mit den Signalleitern verkoppelt sind,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die geschlosse-
nen Magnetkreis-Mittel (14, 15) einen jeweiligen un-
abhängigen geschlossenen Magnetkreis umfassen,
der mit jedem Paar (12, 13) der zumindest zwei Si-
gnalleiter-Paare verkoppelt sind.

2. Verbindungskabel nach Anspruch 1,
worin jedes Signalleiterpaar (12, 13) ein verdrilltes
Leitungspaar aus Signalleitern ist.

3. Verbindungskabel nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
worin ein jeweiliges geschlossenes Magnetkreis-
Mittel an jedem Ende der Signalleiter-Paare ange-
ordnet ist.

4. Verbindungskabel nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, worin
das geschlossene Magnetkreis-Mittel nur an einem
Ende der Signalleiter-Paare angeordnet ist.

5. Verbindungskabel nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
4, worin das geschlossene Magnetkreis-Mittel eine
Ferritperle (14, 15) umfasst.

6. Verbindungskabel nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
4, worin das geschlossene Magnetkreis-Mittel eine
jeweilige Ferritperle (14, 15) für jedes der zumindest
zwei Paare (12. 13) von Signalleitern umfasst.

7. Verbindungskabel nach Anspruch 1, worin das Ver-
bindungskabel abgeschirmt ist.

8. Kommunikationsvorrichtung (5) vorgesehen mit
Verbindungsmitteln (21), an die ein Verbindungska-
bel, das zumindest zwei Signalleiter-Paare (12, 13)
aufweist, angeschlossen ist,
und Verarbeitungsmittel (41) für das Verarbeiten ei-
nes Signals, das über das Verbindungsmittel und
dem Verbindungskabel gesendet oder empfangen
werden soll, wobei das Verbindungsmittel (21) mit
einem geschlossenen fMagnetkreis-Mittel (14. 15)
vorgesehen ist, das aus einem Material mit einer vor-
herbestimmten magnetischen Reluktanz und einer
hohen magnetischen Permeabilität gebildet ist, das
mit den Signalleitern verkoppelt ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das geschlossene

11 12 



EP 0 844 697 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Magnetkreis-Mittel (14, 15) einen jeweiligen unab-
hängigen geschlossenen Magnetkreis umfasst, der
mit jedem Paar (12, 13) der zumindest zwei Signal-
leiter-Paare verkoppelt ist.

9. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, worin
das Material mit der hohen magnetischer Permea-
bilität Ferrit ist.

10. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, worin
das Verbindungskabel abgeschirmt ist.

11. Kommunikationsverfahren für das Verarbeiten eines
Signals, das über eine Verbindung gesendet oder
empfangen werden soll, die mit einem Verbindungs-
kabel verbunden ist, das mit zumindest zwei Signal-
leiter-Paaren (12, 13) vorgesehen ist, wobei die Ver-
bindung mit einem geschlossenen Magnetkreis-Mit-
tel versehen ist (14, 15), das aus einem Material mit
einer vorbestimmten magnetischen Reluktanz und
einer hohen magnetischen Permeabilität gebildet ist,
das mit den Signalleitern verkoppelt ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Kommunikati-
on über diese Verbindung erfolgt, die ein geschlos-
senes Magnetkreis-Mittel (14, 15) aufweist, das ei-
nen jeweiligen unabhängigen geschlossenen Ma-
gnetkreis umfasst, der mit jedem Paar (12, 13) der
zumindest zwei Signalleiter-Paare verkoppelt ist.

Revendications

1. Câble de connexion ayant au moins deux paires (12,
13) de conducteurs de signal et un moyen de circuit
magnétique fermé (14, 15), formé d’un matériau
ayant une réluctance magnétique prédéterminée et
une perméabilité magnétique élevée, lié auxdits con-
ducteurs de signal, caractérisé en ce que le moyen
de circuit magnétique fermé (14, 15) comprend un
circuit magnétique fermé indépendant respectif lié à
chaque paire (12, 13) desdites au moins deux paires
de conducteurs de signal.

2. Câble de connexion selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel chacune desdites paires (12, 13) de conduc-
teurs de signal est une paire torsadée de conduc-
teurs de signal.

3. Câble de connexion selon la revendication 1 ou la
revendication 2, dans lequel un dit moyen de circuit
magnétique fermé respectif est disposé au niveau
de chaque extrémité des paires de conducteurs de
signal.

4. Câble de connexion selon la revendication 1 ou la
revendication 2, dans lequel ledit moyen de circuit
magnétique fermé est disposé au niveau d’une ex-
trémité seulement des paires de conducteurs de si-

gnal.

5. Câble de connexion selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 4, dans lequel ledit moyen de circuit
magnétique fermé comprend une perle de ferrite (14,
15).

6. Câble de connexion selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 4, dans lequel ledit moyen de circuit
magnétique fermé comprend une perle de ferrite (14,
15) respective pour chacune desdites au moins deux
paires (12, 13) de conducteurs de signal.

7. Câble de connexion selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit câble de connexion est blindé.

8. Dispositif de communication (5) muni d’un moyen de
connexion (21), auquel un câble de connexion ayant
au moins deux paires (12, 13) de conducteurs de
signal est connecté, et d’un moyen de traitement (41)
pour traiter un signal devant être envoyé ou reçu via
ledit moyen de connexion et ledit câble de con-
nexion, ledit moyen de connexion (21) étant muni
d’un moyen de circuit magnétique fermé (14, 15),
formé d’un matériau ayant une réluctance magnéti-
que prédéterminée et une perméabilité magnétique
élevée, lié auxdits conducteurs de signal, caracté-
risé en ce que le moyen de circuit magnétique fermé
(14, 15) comprend un circuit magnétique fermé in-
dépendant respectif lié à chaque paire (12, 13) des-
dites au moins deux paires de conducteurs de signal.

9. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication
8, dans lequel ledit matériau ayant une perméabilité
magnétique élevée est de la ferrite.

10. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication
8, dans lequel ledit câble de connexion est blindé.

11. Procédé de communication pour traiter un signal de-
vant être envoyé ou reçu via une connexion à laquel-
le un câble de connexion muni d’au moins deux pai-
res (12, 13) de conducteurs de signal est connecté,
ladite connexion étant munie d’un moyen de circuit
magnétique fermé (14, 15), formé d’un matériau
ayant une réluctance magnétique prédéterminée et
une perméabilité magnétique élevée, lié auxdits con-
ducteurs de signal, caractérisé en ce que la com-
munication est réalisée via une dite connexion qui a
un moyen de circuit magnétique fermé (14, 15) qui
comprend un circuit magnétique fermé indépendant
respectif lié à chaque paire (12, 13) desdites au
moins deux paires de conducteurs de signal.
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