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(54) METHOD FOR MONITORING CONTROL CHANNEL AND WIRELESS DEVICE

(57) Provided are a method for monitoring a control
channel in a wireless communication system and a wire-
less device using the same. The wireless device monitors
a downlink control channel inside a search space, which
is defined by at least one pair of physical resource blocks

(PRB). Indexing with respect to a plurality of enhanced
control channel element (ECCE) differs depending on an
ECCE-to-EREG (enhanced resource element group)
mapping method.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to wireless communications, and more particularly, to a method of monitoring a
control channel in a wireless communication system, and a wireless device using the method.

Related Art

[0002] Long term evolution (LTE) based on 3rd generation partnership project (3GPP) technical specification (TS)
release 8 is a promising next-generation mobile communication standard. Recently, LTE-advanced (LTE-A) based on
3GPP TS release 10 supporting multiple carriers is under standardization.
[0003] As disclosed in 3GPP TS 36.211 V10.2.0 (2011-06) "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA);
Physical Channels and Modulation (Release 10)", a physical channel of 3GPP LTE/LTE-A can be classified into a
downlink channel, i.e., a physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH) and a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH),
and an uplink channel, i.e., a physical uplink shared channel (PUSCH) and a physical uplink control channel (PUCCH).
[0004] To cope with increasing data traffic, various techniques are introduced to increase transmission capacity of a
mobile communication system. For example, a multiple input multiple output (MIMO) technique using multiple antennas,
a carrier aggregation technique supporting multiple cells, etc., are introduced.
[0005] A control channel designed in 3GPP LTE/LTE-A carries a variety of control information. The introduction of the
new technique requires to increase capacity of the control channel and to improve scheduling flexibility.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention provides a method of monitoring a downlink control channel, and a wireless device using
the method.
[0007] In an aspect, a method of monitoring a control channel in a wireless communication system is provided. The
method includes monitoring, by a wireless device, a downlink control channel in a search space that is defined by at
least one physical resource block (PRB) pair, and receiving, by the wireless device, a downlink grant or an uplink grant
on the downlink control channel. Each of the at least one PRB pair includes a plurality of enhanced resource element
groups (EREGs). The search space includes a plurality of enhanced control channel elements (ECCEs). Each of the
plurality of ECCEs is mapped to at least one EREG according to an ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme. Indexing for the
plurality of ECCEs varies depending on the ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme.
[0008] The ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme may be one of localized transmission and distributed transmission. An
EREG constituting one ECCE in the localized transmission may be transmitted in one PRB pair, and an EREG constituting
one ECCE in the distributed transmission may be transmitted across a plurality of PRB pairs.
[0009] The plurality of ECCEs in the localized transmission may be contiguous in one PRB pair.
[0010] In another aspect, a wireless device in a wireless communication system includes a radio frequency (RF) unit
configured to transmit and receive a radio signal, and a processor operatively coupled to the RF unit and configured to
monitor a downlink control channel in a search space that is defined by at least one physical resource block (PRB) pair,
and receive a downlink grant or an uplink grant on the downlink control channel.
[0011] It is proposed a method of mapping a downlink control channel, in which blind decoding is performed, to a radio
resource.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

FIG. 1 shows a structure of a downlink (DL) radio frame in 3rd generation partnership project (3GPP) long term
evolution-advanced (LTE-A).
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a structure of a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH).
FIG. 3 shows an example of monitoring a PDCCH.
FIG. 4 shows an example of arranging a reference signal and a control channel in a DL subframe of 3GPP LTE.
FIG. 5 is an example of a subframe having an enhanced PDCCH (EPDCCH).
FIG. 6 shows a physical resource block (PRB) pair structure according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 shows an example of localized transmission and distributed transmission.
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FIG. 8 shows an example of a subset.
FIG. 9 shows an example of blind decoding performed by a wireless device in each subset.
FIG. 10 shows an example of blind decoding.
FIG. 11 shows an example of EPDCCH monitoring of two wireless devices.
FIG. 12 and FIG. 13 are examples of configuring an aggregation level by using different subsets at different antenna
ports.
FIG. 14 shows an example of configuring an aggregation level.
FIG. 15 shows a subset configured in a PRB pair.
FIG. 16 shows a case where a logical index is assigned to the subset of FIG. 15.
FIG. 17 shows an example of applying a cyclic shift to the logical index of FIG. 16.
FIG. 18 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is determined.
FIG. 19 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is deter-
mined.
FIG. 20 is another example of applying a cyclic shift to the logical index of FIG. 16.
FIG. 21 is another example of applying a cyclic shift to the logical index of FIG. 16.
FIG. 22 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is determined
based on the logical index of FIG. 20.
FIG. 23 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is determined
based on the logical index of FIG. 21.
FIG. 24 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is deter-
mined based on the logical index of FIG. 20.
FIG. 25 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is deter-
mined based on the logical index of FIG. 21.
FIG. 26 shows another example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is
determined based on the logical index of FIG. 20.
FIG. 27 shows another example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is
determined based on the logical index of FIG. 21.
FIG. 28 shows another example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is
determined.
FIG. 29 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is determined.
FIG. 30 shows an example of configuring a start point of an EPDCCH search space.
FIG. 31 shows an example of distributed allocation.
FIG. 32 shows an example of localized allocation.
FIG. 33 shows an example of constructing a distributed enhanced control channel element (ECCE) from a localized
ECCE.
FIG. 34 is a block diagram showing a wireless communication system according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

[0013] A wireless device may be fixed or mobile, and may be referred to as another terminology, such as a user
equipment (UE), a mobile station (MS), a mobile terminal (MT), a user terminal (UT), a subscriber station (SS), a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a wireless modem, a handheld device, etc. The wireless device may also be a device supporting
only data communication such as a machine-type communication (MTC) device.
[0014] Abase station (BS) is generally a fixed station that communicates with the wireless device, and may be referred
to as another terminology, such as an evolved-NodeB (eNB), a base transceiver system (BTS), an access point, etc.
[0015] Hereinafter, it is described that the present invention is applied according to a 3rd generation partnership project
(3GPP) long term evolution (LTE) based on 3GPP technical specification (TS) release 8 or 3GPP LTE-advanced (LTE-
A) based on 3GPP TS release 10. However, this is for exemplary purposes only, and thus the present invention is also
applicable to various wireless communication networks. In the following description, LTE and/or LTE-A are collectively
referred to as LTE.
[0016] The wireless device may be served by a plurality of serving cells. Each serving cell may be defined with a
downlink (DL) component carrier (CC) or a pair of a DL CC and an uplink (UL) CC.
[0017] The serving cell may be classified into a primary cell and a secondary cell. The primary cell operates at a
primary frequency, and is a cell designated as the primary cell when an initial network entry process is performed or
when a network re-entry process starts or in a handover process. The primary cell is also called a reference cell. The
secondary cell operates at a secondary frequency. The secondary cell may be configured after an RRC connection is
established, and may be used to provide an additional radio resource. At least one primary cell is configured always.
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The secondary cell may be added/modified/released by using higher-layer signaling (e.g., a radio resource control (RRC)
message).
[0018] A cell index (CI) of the primary cell may be fixed. For example, a lowest CI may be designated as the CI of the
primary cell. It is assumed hereinafter that the CI of the primary cell is 0 and a CI of the secondary cell is allocated
sequentially starting from 1.
[0019] FIG. 1 shows a structure of a DL radio frame in 3GPP LTE-A. The section 6 of 3GPP TS 36.211 V10.2.0
(2011-06) "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); Physical Channels and Modulation (Release 10)"
may be incorporated herein by reference.
[0020] A radio frame includes 10 subframes indexed with 0 to 9. One subframe includes 2 consecutive slots. A time
required for transmitting one subframe is defined as a transmission time interval (TTI). For example, one subframe may
have a length of 1 millisecond (ms), and one slot may have a length of 0.5 ms.
[0021] One slot may include a plurality of orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) symbols in a time domain.
Since the 3GPP LTE uses orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) in a downlink (DL), the OFDM symbol
is only for expressing one symbol period in the time domain, and there is no limitation in multiple access schemes or
terminologies. For example, the OFDM symbol may also be referred to as another terminology such as a single carrier
frequency division multiple access (SC-FDMA) symbol, a symbol period, etc.
[0022] Although it is described that one slot includes 7 OFDM symbols for example, the number of OFDM symbols
included in one slot may vary depending on a length of a cyclic prefix (CP). According to 3GPP TS 36.211 V10.2.0, in
case of a normal CP, one slot includes 7 OFDM symbols, and in case of an extended CP, one slot includes 6 OFDM
symbols.
[0023] A resource block (RB) is a resource allocation unit, and includes a plurality of subcarriers in one slot. For
example, if one slot includes 7 OFDM symbols in a time domain and the RB includes 12 subcarriers in a frequency
domain, one RB can include 7·12 resource elements (REs).
[0024] A DL subframe is divided into a control region and a data region in the time domain. The control region includes
up to first four OFDM symbols of a first slot in the subframe. However, the number of OFDM symbols included in the
control region may vary. A physical downlink control channel (PDCCH) and other control channels are allocated to the
control region, and a physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH) is allocated to the data region.
[0025] As disclosed in 3GPP TS 36.211 V10.2.0, examples of a physical control channel in 3GPP LTE/LTE-A include
a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH), a physical control format indicator channel (PCFICH), and a physical
hybrid-ARQ indicator channel (PHICH).
[0026] The PCFICH transmitted in a first OFDM symbol of the subframe carries a control format indicator (CFI) regarding
the number of OFDM symbols (i.e., a size of the control region) used for transmission of control channels in the subframe.
A wireless device first receives the CFI on the PCFICH, and thereafter monitors the PDCCH.
[0027] Unlike the PDCCH, the PCFICH does not use blind decoding, and is transmitted by using a fixed PCFICH
resource of the subframe.
[0028] The PHICH carries a positive-acknowledgement (ACK)/negative-acknowledgement (NACK) signal for an uplink
hybrid automatic repeat request (HARQ). The ACK/NACK signal for uplink (UL) data on a PUSCH transmitted by the
wireless device is transmitted on the PHICH.
[0029] A physical broadcast channel (PBCH) is transmitted in first four OFDM symbols in a second slot of a first
subframe of a radio frame. The PBCH carries system information necessary for communication between the wireless
device and a BS. The system information transmitted through the PBCH is referred to as a master information block
(MIB). In comparison thereto, system information transmitted on the PDCCH is referred to as a system information block
(SIB).
[0030] Control information transmitted through the PDCCH is referred to as downlink control information (DCI). The
DCI may include resource allocation of the PDSCH (this is referred to as a downlink (DL) grant), resource allocation of
a PUSCH (this is referred to as an uplink (UL) grant), a set of transmit power control commands for individual UEs in
any UE group, and/or activation of a voice over Internet protocol (VoIP).
[0031] In 3GPP LTE/LTE-A, transmission of a DL transport block is performed in a pair of the PDCCH and the PDSCH.
Transmission of a UL transport block is performed in a pair of the PDCCH and the PUSCH. For example, the wireless
device receives the DL transport block on a PDSCH indicated by the PDCCH. The wireless device receives a DL resource
assignment on the PDCCH by monitoring the PDCCH in a DL subframe. The wireless device receives the DL transport
block on a PDSCH indicated by the DL resource assignment.
[0032] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a structure of a PDCCH.
[0033] The 3GPP LTE/LTE-A uses blind decoding for PDCCH detection. The blind decoding is a scheme in which a
desired identifier is de-masked from a cyclic redundancy check (CRC) of a received PDCCH (referred to as a candidate
PDCCH) to determine whether the PDCCH is its own control channel by performing CRC error checking.
[0034] A BS determines a PDCCH format according to DCI to be transmitted to a wireless device, attaches a CRC to
control information, and masks a unique identifier (referred to as a radio network temporary identifier (RNTI)) to the CRC
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according to an owner or usage of the PDCCH (block 210).
[0035] If the PDCCH is for a specific wireless device, a unique identifier (e.g., cell-RNTI (C-RNTI)) of the wireless
device may be masked to the CRC. Alternatively, if the PDCCH is for a paging message, a paging indication identifier
(e.g., paging-RNTI (P-RNTI)) may be masked to the CRC. If the PDCCH is for system information, a system information
identifier (e.g., system information-RNTI (SI-RNTI)) may be masked to the CRC. To indicate a random access response
that is a response for transmission of a random access preamble of the wireless device, a random access-RNTI (RA-
RNTI) may be masked to the CRC. To indicate a transmit power control (TPC) command for a plurality of wireless
devices, a TPC-RNTI may be masked to the CRC.
[0036] When the C-RNTI is used, the PDCCH carries control information for a specific wireless device (such information
is called UE-specific control information), and when other RNTIs are used, the PDCCH carries common control information
received by all or a plurality of wireless devices in a cell.
[0037] The CRC-attached DCI is encoded to generate coded data (block 220). Encoding includes channel encoding
and rate matching.
[0038] The coded data is modulated to generate modulation symbols (block 230).
[0039] The modulation symbols are mapped to physical resource elements (REs) (block 240). The modulation symbols
are respectively mapped to the REs.
[0040] A control region in a subframe includes a plurality of control channel elements (CCEs). The CCE is a logical
allocation unit used to provide the PDCCH with a coding rate depending on a radio channel state, and corresponds to
a plurality of resource element groups (REGs). The REG includes a plurality of REs. According to an association relation
of the number of CCEs and the coding rate provided by the CCEs, a PDCCH format and a possible number of bits of
the PDCCH are determined.
[0041] One REG includes 4 REs. One CCE includes 9 REGs. The number of CCEs used to configure one PDCCH
maybe selected from a set {1, 2, 4, 8}. Each element of the set {1, 2, 4, 8} is referred to as a CCE aggregation level.
[0042] The BS determines the number of CCEs used in transmission of the PDCCH according to a channel state. For
example, a wireless device having a good DL channel state can use one CCE in PDCCH transmission. A wireless device
having a poor DL channel state can use 8 CCEs in PDCCH transmission.
[0043] A control channel consisting of one or more CCEs performs interleaving on an REG basis, and is mapped to
a physical resource after performing cyclic shift based on a cell identifier (ID).
[0044] FIG. 3 shows an example of monitoring a PDCCH. The section 9 of 3GPP TS 36.213 V10.2.0 (2011-06) can
be incorporated herein by reference.
[0045] The 3GPP LTE uses blind decoding for PDCCH detection. The blind decoding is a scheme in which a desired
identifier is de-masked from a CRC of a received PDCCH (referred to as a candidate PDCCH) to determine whether
the PDCCH is its own control channel by performing CRC error checking. A wireless device cannot know about a specific
position in a control region in which its PDCCH is transmitted and about a specific CCE aggregation or DCI format used
for PDCCH transmission.
[0046] A plurality of PDCCHs can be transmitted in one subframe. The wireless device monitors the plurality of PDCCHs
in every subframe. Monitoring is an operation of attempting PDCCH decoding by the wireless device according to a
format of the monitored PDCCH.
[0047] The 3GPP LTE uses a search space to reduce a load of blind decoding. The search space can also be called
a monitoring set of a CCE for the PDCCH. The wireless device monitors the PDCCH in the search space.
[0048] The search space is classified into a common search space and a UE-specific search space. The common
search space is a space for searching for a PDCCH having common control information and consists of 16 CCEs indexed
with 0 to 15. The common search space supports a PDCCH having a CCE aggregation level of {4, 8}. However, a
PDCCH (e.g., DCI formats 0, 1A) for carrying UE-specific information can also be transmitted in the common search
space. The UE-specific search space supports a PDCCH having a CCE aggregation level of {1, 2, 4, 8}.
[0049] Table 1 shows the number of PDCCH candidates monitored by the wireless device.

[Table 1]

Search Space Type Aggregation level L Size [In CCEs] Number of PDCCH candidates DCI formats

UE-specific 1 6 6 0, 1, 1A, 1B, 1D, 2, 2A

2 12 6

4 8 2

8 16 2



EP 2 779 496 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0050] A size of the search space is determined by Table 1 above, and a start point of the search space is defined
differently in the common search space and the UE-specific search space. Although a start point of the common search
space is fixed irrespective of a subframe, a start point of the UE-specific search space may vary in every subframe
according to a UE identifier (e.g., C-RNTI), a CCE aggregation level, and/or a slot number in a radio frame. If the start
point of the UE-specific search space exists in the common search space, the UE-specific search space and the common
search space may overlap with each other.
[0051] In a CCE aggregation level L ∈ {1,2,3,4}, a search space S(L)

k is defined as a set of PDCCH candidates. A
CCE corresponding to a PDCCH candidate m of the search space S(L)

k is given by Equation 1 below.

[0052] Herein, i=0,1,...,L-1, m=0,...,M(L)-1, and NCCE,k denotes the total number of CCEs that can be used for PDCCH
transmission in a control region of a subframe k. The control region includes a set of CCEs numbered from 0 to NCCE,k-1.
M(L) denotes the number of PDCCH candidates in a CCE aggregation level L of a given search space.
[0053] If a carrier indicator field (CIF) is set to the wireless device, m’=M+M(L)ncif. Herein, ncif is a value of the CIF. If
the CIF is not set to the wireless device, m’=m.
[0054] In a common search space, Yk is set to 0 with respect to two aggregation levels L=4 and L=8.
[0055] In a UE-specific search space of the aggregation level L, a variable Yk is defined by Equation 2 below.

[0056] Herein, Y-1=nRNTI≠0, A=39827, D=65537, k=floor(ns/2), and ns denotes a slot number in a radio frame.
[0057] When the wireless device monitors the PDCCH by using the C-RNTI, a search space and a DCI format used
in monitoring are determined according to a transmission mode of the PDSCH. Table 2 below shows an example of
PDCCH monitoring in which the C-RNTI is set.

(continued)

Search Space Type Aggregation level L Size [In CCEs] Number of PDCCH candidates DCI formats

Common 4 16 4 0, 1A, 1C, 3/3A

8 16 2

[Table 2]

Transmission 
mode

DCI 
format

search space Transmission mode of PDSCH based on PDCCH

Mode 1 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

Single antenna port, port 0

DCI 
format 
1

UE specific Single antenna port, port 0

Mode 2 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
1

UE specific Transmit diversity
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[0058] The usage of the DCI format is classified as shown in Table 3 below.

(continued)

Transmission 
mode

DCI 
format

search space Transmission mode of PDSCH based on PDCCH

Mode 3 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
2A

UE specific CDD(Cyclic Delay Diversity) or Transmit diversity

Mode 4 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
2

UE specific Closed-loop spatial multiplexing

Mode 5 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
1D

UE specific MU-MIMO(Multi-user Multiple Input Multiple Output)

Mode 6 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
1B

UE specific Closed-loop spatial multiplexing

Mode 7 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

If the number of PBCH transmission ports is 1, single antenna port, 
port 0, otherwise Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
1

UE specific Single antenna port, port 5

Mode 8 DCI 
format 
1A

common and UE 
specific

If the number of PBCH transmission ports is 1, single antenna port, 
port 0, otherwise, Transmit diversity

DCI 
format 
2B

UE specific Dual layer transmission (port 7 or 8), or single antenna port, port 
7 or 8

[Table 3]

DCI format Contents

DCI format 0 It is used for PUSCH scheduling.

DCI format 1 It is used for scheduling of one PDSCH codeword.

DCI format 1A It is used for compact scheduling and random access process of one PDSCH codeword.

DCI format 1B It is used in simple scheduling of one PDSCH codeword having precoding information.
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[0059] FIG. 4 shows an example of arranging a reference signal and a control channel in a DL subframe of 3GPP LTE.
[0060] A control region (or a PDCCH region) includes first three OFDM symbols, and a data region in which a PDSCH
is transmitted includes the remaining OFDM symbols.
[0061] A PCFICH, a PHICH, and/or a PDCCH are transmitted in the control region. A control format indictor (CFI) of
the PCFICH indicates three OFDM symbols. A region excluding a resource in which the PCFICH and/or the PHICH are
transmitted in the control region is a PDCCH region which monitors the PDCCH.
[0062] Various reference signals are transmitted in the subframe.
[0063] A cell-specific reference signal (CRS) may be received by all wireless devices in a cell, and is transmitted
across a full downlink frequency band. In FIG. 4, ’R0’ indicates a resource element (RE) used to transmit a CRS for a
first antenna port, ’R1’ indicates an RE used to transmit a CRS for a second antenna port, ’R2’ indicates an RE used to
transmit a CRS for a third antenna port, and ’R3’ indicates an RE used to transmit a CRS for a fourth antenna port.
[0064] An RS sequence rl,ns(m) for a CRS is defined as follows.

[0065] Herein, m=0,1,...,2NmaxRB-1. NmaxRB is the maximum number of RBs. ns is a slot number in a radio frame. l is
an OFDM symbol index in a slot.
[0066] A pseudo-random sequence c(i) is defined by a length-31 gold sequence as follows.

[0067] Herein, Nc=1600, and a first m-sequence is initialized as x1(0)=1, x1(n)=0, m=1,2,...,30.
[0068] A second m-sequence is initialized as cinit=210(7(ns+1)+1+1)(2Ncell

ID+1)+2 Ncell
ID +NCP at a start of each OFDM

symbol. Ncell
ID is a physical cell identifier (PCI). NCP=1 in a normal CP case, and NCP=0 in an extended CP case.

[0069] A UE-specific reference signal (URS) is transmitted in the subframe. Whereas the CRS is transmitted in the
entire region of the subframe, the URS is transmitted in a data region of the subframe and is used to demodulate the
PDSCH. In FIG. 4, ’R5’ indicates an RE used to transmit the URS. The URS is also called a dedicated reference signal
(DRS) or a demodulation reference signal (DM-RS).
[0070] The URS is transmitted only in an RB to which a corresponding PDSCH is mapped. Although R5 is indicated
in FIG. 4 in addition to a region in which the PDSCH is transmitted, this is for indicating a location of an RE to which the

(continued)

DCI format Contents

DCI format 1C It is used for very compact scheduling of one PDSCH codeword.

DCI format 1D It is used for simple scheduling of one PDSCH codeword having precoding and power offset 
information.

DCI format 2 It is used for PDSCH scheduling of UEs configured to a closed-loop spatial multiplexing mode.

DCI format 2A It is used for PDSCH scheduling of UEs configured to an open-loop spatial multiplexing mode.

DCI format 3 It is used for transmission of a TPC command of a PUCCH and a PUSCH having a 2-bit power 
adjustment.

DCI format 3A It is used for transmission of a TPC command of a PUCCH and a PUSCH having a 1-bit power 
adjustment.



EP 2 779 496 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

URS is mapped.
[0071] The URS is used only by a wireless device which receives a corresponding PDSCH. A reference signal (RS)
sequence rns(m) for the URS is equivalent to Equation 3. In this case, m=0,1,...,12NPDSCH,RB-1, and NPDSCH,RB is the
number of RBs used for transmission of a corresponding PDSCH. A pseudo-random sequence generator is initialized
as cinit=(floor(ns/2)+1)(2 Ncell

ID +1)216+nRNTI at a start of each subframe. nRNTI is an identifier of the wireless device.
[0072] The aforementioned initialization method is for a case where the URS is transmitted through the single antenna,
and when the URS is transmitted through multiple antennas, the pseudo-random sequence generator is initialized as
cinit=(floor(ns/2)+1)(2 Ncell

ID +1)216+nSCID at a start of each subframe. nSCID is a parameter acquired from a DL grant
(e.g., a DCI format 2B or 2C) related to PDSCH transmission.
[0073] The URS supports multiple input multiple output (MIMO) transmission. According to an antenna port or a layer,
an RS sequence for the URS may be spread into a spread sequence as follows.

[0074] A layer may be defined as an information path which is input to a precoder. A rank is a non-zero eigenvalue of
a MIMO channel matrix, and is equal to the number of layers or the number of spatial streams. The layer may correspond
to an antenna port for identifying a URS and/or a spread sequence applied to the URS.
[0075] Meanwhile, the PDCCH is monitored in an area restricted to the control region in the subframe, and a CRS
transmitted in a full band is used to demodulate the PDCCH. As a type of control data is diversified and an amount of
control data is increased, scheduling flexibility is decreased when using only the existing PDCCH. In addition, in order
to decrease an overhead caused by CRS transmission, an enhanced PDCCH (EPDCCH) is introduced.
[0076] FIG. 5 is an example of a subframe having an EPDCCH.
[0077] The subframe may include zero or one PDCCH region 410 and zero or more EPDCCH regions 420 and 430.
[0078] The EPDCCH regions 420 and 430 are regions in which a wireless device monitors the EPDCCH. The PDCCH
region 410 is located in up to first four OFDM symbols of the subframe, whereas the EPDCCH regions 420 and 430
may be flexibly scheduled in an OFDM symbol located after the PDCCH region 410.
[0079] One or more EPDCCH regions 420 and 430 may be assigned to the wireless device. The wireless device may
monitor EPDDCH data in the assigned EPDCCH regions 420 and 430.
[0080] The number/location/size of the EPDCCH regions 420 and 430 and/or information regarding a subframe for
monitoring the EPDCCH may be reported by a BS to the wireless device by using a radio resource control (RRC)
message or the like.
[0081] In the PDCCH region 410, a PDCCH may be demodulated on the basis of a CRS. In the EPDCCH regions 420
and 430, instead of the CRS, a DM-RS may be defined for demodulation of the EPDCCH. An associated DM-RS may
be transmitted in the EPDCCH regions 420 and 430.
[0082] An RS sequence for the associated DM-RS is equivalent to Equation 3. In this case, m=0, 1, ..., 12NRB-1, and
NRB is a maximum number of RBs. A pseudo-random sequence generator may be initialized as cinit=(floor(ns/2)+1)(2
NEPDCCH,ID +1)216+nEPDCCH,SCID at a start of each subframe. ns is a slot number of a radio frame. NEPDCCH,ID is a cell
index related to a corresponding EPDCCH region. nEPDCCH,SCID is a parameter given from higher layer signaling.
[0083] Each of the EPDCCH regions 420 and 430 may be used to schedule a different cell. For example, an EPDCCH
in the EPDCCH region 420 may carry scheduling information for a primary cell, and an EPDCCH in the EPDCCH region
430 may carry scheduling information for a secondary cell.
[0084] When the EPDCCH is transmitted through multiple antennas in the EPDCCH regions 420 and 430, the same
precoding as that used in the EPDCCH may be applied to a DM-RS in the EPDCCH regions 420 and 430.
[0085] Comparing with a case where the PDCCH uses a CCE as a transmission resource unit, a transmission resource

[Table 4]

Layer [w(0) w(1) w(2) w(3)]

1 [+1 +1 +1 +1]

2 [+1 -1 +1 -1]

3 [+1 +1 +1 +1]

4 [+1 -1 +1 -1]

5 [+1 +1 -1 -1]

6 [-1 -1 +1 +1]

7 [+1 -1 -1 +1]

8 [-1 +1 +1 -1]
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unit for the EPDCCH is called an enhanced control channel element (ECCE). An aggregation level may be defined as
a resource unit for monitoring the EPDCCH. For example, when 1 ECCE is a minimum resource for the EPDCCH, it
may be defined as an aggregation level L={1, 2, 4, 8, 16}.
[0086] Hereinafter, an EPDDCH search space may correspond to an EPDCCH region. In the EPDCCH search space,
one or more EPDCCH candidates may be monitored for each one or more aggregation levels.
[0087] Now, resource allocation for an EPDCCH will be described.
[0088] The EPDCCH is transmitted by using one or more ECCEs. The ECCE includes a plurality of enhanced resource
element groups (EREGs). The ECCE may include 4 EREGs or 8 EREGs according to a CP and a subframe type based
on a time division duplex (TDD) DL-UL configuration. For example, the ECCE includes 4 EREGs in a normal CP case,
and includes 8 EREGs in an extended CP case.
[0089] A physical resource block (PRB) pair is 2 PRBs having the same RB number in one subframe. The PRB pair
is a first PRB of a first slot and a second PRB of a second slot in the same frequency domain. In the normal CP case,
the PRB pair includes 12 subcarriers and 14 OFDM symbols, and thus includes 168 resource elements (REs).
[0090] An EPDCCH search space may be configured with one or a plurality of PRB pairs. One PRB pair includes 16
EREGs. Therefore, if the ECCE includes 4 EREGs, the PRB pair includes 4 ECCEs, and if the ECCE includes 8 EREGs,
the PRB pair includes 2 ECCEs.
[0091] FIG. 6 shows a PRB pair structure according to an embodiment of the present invention. Although it is shown
herein that a PRB group includes 4 PRB pairs, there is no restriction in the number of PRB pairs.
[0092] The subfigure (A) of FIG. 6 shows an EREG set when an ECCE includes 4 RREGs. The subfigure (B) of FIG.
6 shows an EREG set when an ECCE includes 8 EREGs.
[0093] It is assumed hereinafter that the ECCE includes 4 EREGs unless otherwise specified.
[0094] An EPDCCH supports localized transmission and distributed transmission. In the localized transmission, an
EREG constituting one ECCE is transmitted in one PRB pair. In the distributed transmission, an EREG constituting one
ECCE is transmitted in a plurality of PRB pairs.
[0095] FIG. 7 shows an example of localized transmission and distributed transmission. The subfigure (A) of FIG. 7
shows an example of ECCE-to-EREG mapping based on localized transmission. A localized ECCE is an ECCE used
in the localized transmission. The subfigure (B) of FIG. 7 shows an example of ECCE-to-EREG mapping based on
distributed transmission. A distributed ECCE is an ECCE used in the distributed transmission.
[0096] An EREG set is a set of EREGs used to construct the localized ECCE or the distributed ECCE. That is, the
ECCE may include EREGs belonging to the same EREG set.
[0097] The EREG set may be generalized to a subset in concept. The subset may include one or more EREGs (or
one or more REs) in a PRB pair.
[0098] FIG. 8 shows an example of a subset. The subfigure (A) of FIG. 8 shows that a PRB pair includes 4 subsets,
and the subfigure (B) of FIG. 8 shows that a PRB includes 4 subsets. A PRB of a first slot includes subsets 1, 2, 3, and
4. A PRB of a second slot includes subsets A, B, C, and D.
[0099] When comparing the subset of FIG. 8(A) with the EREG set of FIG. 6(A), one subset may correspond to an
EREG set, and may also correspond to one ECCE. When assuming an aggregation level L=1 (i.e., an EPDCCH candidate
is monitored in one ECCE), 4 EPDCCH candidates may be monitored in one PRB pair.
[0100] It is assumed hereinafter that a subset is included in a PRB pair, unless otherwise specified.
[0101] If multiple layers are used, the number of EPDCCHs may vary depending on the number of antenna ports of
a supported DM RS. For example, assume that there are 4 subsets (i.e., S=4) and 4 antenna ports (i.e., P=4), and thus
4 layers can be supported. In this case, 4 wireless devices can be spatially multiplexed when considering orthogonality
of the DM RS. For example, assume that a wireless device 1 uses an antenna port 1, and a wireless device 2 uses an
antenna port 2. A BS indicates the antenna port 1 to the wireless device 1, and transmits an EPDCCH of the aggregation
level L=1 to one of the 4 subsets. The wireless device 1 detects the EPDCCH by performing blind decoding on each of
the 4 subsets corresponding to the antenna port 1.
[0102] FIG. 9 shows an example of blind decoding performed by a wireless device in each subset.
[0103] A BS may report information on a layer and/or an antenna port for monitoring an EPDCCH to the wireless device.
[0104] If there are 4 subsets and 4 antenna ports, and if an aggregation level L=1, then 16 ECCEs can be used
throughout all layers. The layer/antenna port may be configured in unit of a wireless device group to effectively use a
radio resource. For example, if 4 wireless devices exist in neighboring areas having a similar channel property and thus
can form the same beam or can apply the same precoding, one antenna port can be shared. 4 EPDCCHs for the 4
wireless devices may be transmitted in the 4 subsets which exist in the same layer. If the antenna part is shared in this
manner, there is an advantage in that 16 EPDCCHs can be transmitted in one PRB pair through 16 ECCEs.
[0105] The following example shows that an antenna port and a subset are allocated to each wireless device in a case
where the number of subsets is S and the number of antenna ports is P. It is assumed that a BS reports an antenna
port to each wireless device, and the wireless device and the antenna port are 1:1 mapped. The wireless device (WD)
performs blind decoding on the subset at a corresponding aggregation level L. Therefore, it can be regarded that whole
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subsets correspond to an EPDCCH search space.

Example 1) S=2, P=4, L=1

[0106] WD1 = antenna port 1 + subset 1 or 2
[0107] WD2 = antenna port 2 + subset 1 or 2
[0108] WD3 = antenna port 3 + subset 1 or 2
[0109] WD4 = antenna port 4 + subset 1 or 2

Example 2) S=3, P=4, L=1 or 2

[0110] WD1 = antenna port 1 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) subsets among 3 subsets
[0111] WD2 = antenna port 2 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) subsets among 3 subsets
[0112] WD3 = antenna port 3 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) subsets among 3 subsets
[0113] WD4 = antenna port 4 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) subsets among 3 subsets

Example 3) S=4, P=4, L=1, 2 or 4

[0114] WD1 = antenna port 1 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) or four(L=4) subsets among 4 subsets
[0115] WD2 = antenna port 2 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) or four(L=4) among 4 subsets
[0116] WD3 = antenna port 3 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) or four(L=4) among 4 subsets
[0117] WD4 = antenna port 4 + one(L=1) or two(L=2) or four(L=4)among 4 subsets
[0118] FIG. 10 shows an example of blind decoding. Herein, S=4, P=4, and the example 3 is depicted.
[0119] A WD1 receives its EPDCCH in case of using an antenna port 1, L=1, and a subset 2. A WD2 receives its
EPDCCH in case of using an antenna port 2, L=2, and subsets 2 and 3. A WD3 receives its EPDCCH in case of using
an antenna port 3, L=4, and subsets 1 to 4. A WD4 receives its EPDCCH in case of using an antenna port 4, L=2, and
subsets 2 and 4.
[0120] An example 4 below shows an antenna port and subset allocation when a DM RS is shared by two wireless
devices. When the DM RS is shared, two wireless devices may be allocated to one antenna port. Herein, it is assumed
that the DM RS is shared by the WD1 and a WD5, the WD2 and a WD6, the WD3 and a WD7, and the WD4 and a WD8.

Example 4) S=2, P=4, L=1

[0121] WD1 = antenna port 1 + subset 1 or 2
[0122] WD5 = antenna port 1 + subset 1 or 2
[0123] WD2 = antenna port 2 + subset 1 or 2
[0124] WD6 = antenna port 2 + subset 1 or 2
[0125] WD3 = antenna port 3 + subset 1 or 2
[0126] WD7 = antenna port 3 + subset 1 or 2
[0127] WD4 = antenna port 4 + subset 1 or 2
[0128] WD8 = antenna port 4 + subset 1 or 2
[0129] The wireless device monitors the EPDCCH in a PRB pair in a determined location, by using a pre-determined
antenna port. Flexible EPDCCH monitoring is possible by properly assigning an antenna port and/or a subset to a plurality
of wireless devices.
[0130] FIG. 11 shows an example of EPDCCH monitoring of two wireless devices.
[0131] Referring to the subfigure (A) of FIG. 11, two wireless devices, i.e., a WD1 and a WD2, receive an EPDCCH
in different subsets at different antenna ports. The WD1 receives the EPDCCH in a subset A of an antenna port 1. The
WD2 receives the EPDCCH in a subset B of an antenna port 2.
[0132] A BS may perform beamforming optimized to each wireless device. Each wireless device receives the EPDCCH
by using orthogonal resources.
[0133] Referring to the subfigure (B) of FIG. 11, two wireless devices, i.e., a WD1 and a WD2, receive an EPDCCH
in different subsets at the same antenna port. The WD1 receives the EPDCCH in a subset A of an antenna port 1. The
WD2 receives the EPDCCH in a subset B of an antenna port 1. A DM RS may be shared by the WD1 and the WD2,
and thus an RS overhead can be reduced.
[0134] Referring to the subfigure (C) of FIG. 11, two wireless devices, i.e., a WD1 and a WD2, receive an EPDCCH
in the same subset at different antenna ports. The WD1 receives the EPDCCH in a subset A of an antenna port 1. The
WD2 receives the EPDCCH in a subset A of an antenna port 2.
[0135] A BS is configured to transmit the E-PDCCH by using MU-MIMO. Each wireless device may be separated by
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precoding, and thus there is an advantage in that the number of subsets in use can be decreased.
[0136] Now, a case of supporting an aggregation level L (e.g., L=2, 4, 8, 16) higher than L=1 is described.
[0137] For example, if it is assumed that the number of subsets is S=2 and the number of antenna ports is P=4, a
unique resource region may be allocated to the wireless device by using a combination of an antenna port index, a
subset index, and a PRB index. Examples of the possible combination are as follows.

i) A plurality of subsets are allocated to the same antenna port in a localized transmission or distributed transmission
manner.
ii) The same subset is allocated to different antenna ports in a localized transmission or distributed transmission
manner.
iii) Different subsets are allocated to different antenna ports in a localized transmission or distributed transmission
manner.

[0138] FIG. 12 and FIG. 13 are examples of configuring an aggregation level by using different subsets at different
antenna ports. A case of L=1, 2, 4 is shown in FIG. 12, and a case of L=8 is shown in FIG. 13.
[0139] The proposed method is described above by taking a frequency division multiplexing (FDM)-based subset
partitioning for example, and is also directly applicable to time division multiplexing (TDM)-based subset partitioning
which is achieved on an OFDM symbol basis.
[0140] In an example 5 below, an aggregation level is configured by combining an antenna port, a PRB pair (or PRB),
and a subset. Although four PRB pairs (i.e., PRB1, PRB2, PRB3, PRB4) are considered herein, the number of PRB
pairs is for exemplary purposes only.

Example 5) S=4, P=4,

[0141] L=4 of WD1 : Subset 1 of PRB1, Subset 1 of PRB11, Subset1 of PRB3, Subset 1 of PRB4
[0142] L=4 of WD2: Subset 1 of PRB1 2, Subset 2 of PRB2, Subset 2 of PRB3, Subset 2 of PRB4
[0143] L=4 of WD3: Subset 3 of PRB1, Subset 3 of PRB2, Subset 3 of PRB3, Subset 3 of PRB4
[0144] L=4 of WD4: Subset 4 of PRB1, Subset 4 of PRB2, Subset 4 of PRB3 4, Subset 4o of PRB4
[0145] FIG. 14 shows an example of configuring an aggregation level.
[0146] In this example, an EPDCCH having an aggregation level L=4 is configured with (a subset 1 of PRB1, a subset
1 of PRB2, a subset 1 of PRB3, a subset 1 of PRB4) at the same antenna port, or an EPDCCH having an aggregation
level L=4 is configured with (a subset 1 of PRB1, a subset2 of PRB2, a subset 3 of PRB3, a subset4 of PRB4) at different
antenna ports.
[0147] Now, a method of configuring a location of an EPDCCH candidate on the basis of an aggregation level in a
search space is described.
[0148] FIG. 15 shows a subset configured in a PRB pair.
[0149] There are K PRB pairs (i.e., PRB1, ..., PRB_K), and each PRB pair includes 4 subsets.
[0150] FIG. 16 shows a case where a logical index is assigned to the subset of FIG. 15. Since there are 4K subsets
in K PRB pairs, the logical index may be assigned sequentially from 0 to 4K-1.
[0151] FIG. 17 shows an example of applying a cyclic shift to the logical index of FIG. 16. Herein, the logical index for
a subset of each PRB pair is cyclically shifted by 2.
[0152] Although the same cyclic shift offset is applied for each PRB, this is for exemplary purposes only. A different
cyclic shift offset may be applied for each PRB. Information on the cyclic shift offset may be transmitted by a BS to a
wireless device by using an RRC message or the like.
[0153] FIG. 18 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is
determined.
[0154] If L=4, an EPDCCH candidate may be constructed with subsets having indices 0, 1, 2, and 3 or subsets having
indices 4, 5, 6, and 7. If L=8, the EPDCCH candidate may be constructed with subsets having indices 0 to 7.
[0155] If localized transmission is determined, the aggregation level may be configured with a group of subsets having
contiguous indices.
[0156] In an aggregation level L, a start of a subset for an nth EPDCCH candidate may be a subset having an index
L*(n-1) (n=1, 2, ...). Alternatively, if an offset ’a’ is defined, the start of the subset for the nth EPDCCH candidate may
be a subset having an index L*(n-1)+a.
[0157] FIG. 19 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is
determined.
[0158] If L=2, an EPDCCH candidate may be constructed with a subset corresponding to an index 2 of a PRB1 and
a subset corresponding to an index 6 of a PRB2. If L=4, the EPDCCH candidate may be constructed with a subset
corresponding to an index 1 of the PRB1, a subset corresponding to an index 5 of the PRB2, a subset corresponding
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to an index 9 of a PRB3, and a subset corresponding to an index 13 of a PRB4.
[0159] When the distributed transmission is determined, the aggregation level may be configured with subsets be-
longing to different PRB pairs.
[0160] FIG. 20 is another example of applying a cyclic shift to the logical index of FIG. 16. It is shown herein that the
cyclic shift of the logical index is applied for each PRB pair.
[0161] It is shown that a cyclic shift offset 2 is applied to a PRB1, a cyclic shift offset 3 is applied to a PRB2, a cyclic
shift offset 0 is applied to a PRB3, and a cyclic shift offset 1 is applied to a PRB4.
[0162] The cyclic shift offset may be reported by a BS to a wireless device. Alternatively, the cyclic shift offset may be
determined based on a PRB pair index (or a PRB index). An example of determining a cyclic shift offset to (PRB pair
index+1) mod 4 is shown in FIG. 20.
[0163] FIG. 21 is another example of applying a cyclic shift to the logical index of FIG. 16. It is shown herein that the
cyclic shift of the logical index is applied for each group of PRB pairs.
[0164] In this example, when it is assumed that a group 1 includes a PRB1 and a PRB2, and a group 2 includes a
PRB3 and a PRB4, a cyclic shift offset 2 is applied for a PRB pair belonging to the group 1, and a cyclic shift offset 1 is
applied for a PRB pair belonging to the group 2.
[0165] The cyclic shift offset for each group may be reported by a BS to a wireless device. The cyclic shift offset for
each group may be determined based on at least any one of a group index, a PRB pair index, and a PRB index.
[0166] FIG. 22 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is
determined based on the logical index of FIG. 20.
[0167] FIG. 23 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is
determined based on the logical index of FIG. 21.
[0168] FIG. 24 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is
determined based on the logical index of FIG. 20.
[0169] FIG. 25 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission is
determined based on the logical index of FIG. 21.
[0170] FIG. 26 shows another example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission
is determined based on the logical index of FIG. 20.
[0171] It is assumed that, if={0, 4, 8}, a start point is a subset having an index 0.
[0172] If L=2, a subset index {0, 4} is selected. If L=4, a subset index {0, 4, 8, 12} is selected. If L=8. a subset index
{0, 4, 8, 12, 2, 6, 10, 14} is selected.
[0173] If a PRB group includes a PRB1, a PRB2, a PRB3, and a PRB4, the subset index maybe divided into two
groups, i.e., {0, 4, 8, 12} and {2, 6, 10, 14}. In this case, if L=8, the subset index maybe selected such as {0, 2, 4, 6, 8,
10, 12, 14}.
[0174] FIG. 27 shows another example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission
is determined based on the logical index of FIG. 21.
[0175] FIG. 28 shows another example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when distributed transmission
is determined.
[0176] If L=1, a wireless device may sequentially monitor an EPDCCH candidate for each of 4 subsets corresponding
to indices 0, 4, 8, and 12.
[0177] If L=2, the wireless device may sequentially monitor the EPDCCH candidate for each of four subset groups of
{0, 8}, {2, 10}, {4, 12}, {8, 14}.
[0178] If L=4, the wireless device may sequentially monitor the EPDCCH candidate for each of two subset groups {0,
4, 8, 12}, {2, 6, 10, 14}.
[0179] If L=8, the wireless device may monitor the EPDCCH candidate for one subset group {0, 4, 8, 12, 2, 6, 10, 14}.
[0180] In the above example, a size and the number of aggregation levels and a subset index corresponding to the
aggregation level are for exemplary purposes only.
[0181] If one subset corresponds to one ECCE, one PRB pair may include four ECCEs. According to the exemplary
embodiments of FIG. 22 to FIG. 28, if distributed transmission is determined, an ECCE for configuring an aggregation
level is selected in unit of 4 ECCE indices. Accordingly, if L=4, the aggregation level is configured with an ECCE having
an index {0, 4, 8, 12}.
[0182] The wireless device may be required to detect a plurality of EPDCCHs in one PRB pair. For example, the
EPDCCH may be determined in each of an ECCE having an index 0 and an ECCE having an index 2. For this, an
interval between indices constituting the aggregation level may be determined. For example, if an ECCE interval is 4,
a first index 0 and a next index 4 are selected and thus EPDCCH candidates exist in different PRB pairs, whereas if the
ECCE interval is 2, a first index 0 and a next index 2 are selected and thus two EPDCCH candidates may exist in one
PRB pair. Therefore, a BS may send a UL grant by using an ECCE having an index 0, and may send a DL grant by
using an ECCE having an index 2.
[0183] To acquire a greater diversity gain, the ECCE interval is preferably greater than the number of ECCEs included
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in one PRB pair.
[0184] A different ECCE interval may be configured for each aggregation level. For example, if L=1, an ECCE interval
may be set to 4, and if L=2, 4, 8, the ECCE interval may be set to 2. The ECCE interval may be determined based on
the value L.
[0185] According to the embodiment of FIG. 28, if L=2, the wireless device may sequentially monitor EPDCCH can-
didates for 4 ECCE groups {0, 8}, {2, 10}, {4, 12}, {8,14}. That is, the ECCE index is increased in the order of 0, 2, 4,
and 6, and may be reconfigured in a direction of increasing a diversity gain, such as 0, 4, 2, and 6.
[0186] Although the aggregation level is configured based on an even-number index in FIG. 28, the aggregation level
may also be configured based on an odd-number index (e.g., 1, 5, 9, 12, etc.). Alternatively, the aggregation level may
be configured by combining the odd-number index and the even-number index (e.g., 0, 2, 5, 9, etc.).
[0187] FIG. 29 shows an example of a method of configuring an aggregation level when localized transmission is
determined.
[0188] If L=1, a wireless device may sequentially monitor EPDCCH candidates for each of 4 subsets corresponding
to indices 0, 4, 8, and 12.
[0189] If L=2, the wireless device may sequentially monitor EPDCCH candidates for 4 subset groups {0, 1}, {4, 5}, {8,
9}, {12, 13}.
[0190] If L=4, the wireless device may sequentially monitor EPDCCH candidates for 4 subset groups {0, 1, 2, 3}, {4,
5, 6, 7}, {8, 9, 10, 11}, {12, 13, 14, 15}.
[0191] If L=8, the wireless device may monitor EPDCCH candidates for 2 subset groups {0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}, {8, 9,
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15}.
[0192] The wireless device may receive, from a BS, N PRB pairs for an EPDCCH search space and/or information
indicating whether to perform localized transmission/distributed transmission. In addition, information regarding an offset
for ECCE-to-RE mapping may be received from the BS. The offset may correspond to the cyclic shift offset indicated in
the aforementioned embodiment of FIG. 17, FIG. 20, or FIG. 21. The offset may depend on the number of subsets (or
ECCEs) included in a PRB pair.
[0193] FIG. 30 shows an example of configuring a start point of an EPDCCH search space.
[0194] The start point of the EPDCCH search space may be an index corresponding to a multiple of 4 (e.g., 4A, 4B,
4C, 4D, ...) or may be an index corresponding to a multiple of 8 (8A, 8B).
[0195] FIG. 31 shows an example of distributed allocation. It is assumed herein that ECCEs are 1:1 mapped from an
index 0 to an index 4N-1. An ECCE index is mapped in a frequency-first manner.
[0196] If L=1, an EPDCCH is mapped to an ECCE having an index 0. If L=2, the EPDCCH is mapped to ECCEs having
indices 0 and 1. If L=4, the EPDCCH is mapped to ECCEs having indices 0, 1,2, and 3. If L=8, the EPDCCH may be
mapped across at least 8 PRB pairs. However, although the number of PRB pairs to be allocated is increased when a
size of an aggregation level is increased, the remaining ECCEs other than a corresponding ECCE cannot be used as
a PDSCH. Therefore, if L=8, the EPDCCH may be mapped to 4 PRB pairs in such a manner that 2 ECCEs are mapped
to one PRB pair. That is, the EPDCCH may be mapped to ECCEs having indices 0, 1, 2, 3, 2N, 2N+1, 2N+2, 2N+3. ’2N’
may be predetermined, or may be reported by the BS to the wireless device.
[0197] FIG. 32 shows an example of localized allocation. It is assumed herein that indices from 0 to 4N-1 of FIG. 30
are 1:1 mapped to ECCEs. An ECCE index is mapped in a time-first manner. Each PRB pair includes ECCEs having
contiguous indices.
[0198] If L=1, 2, 3, an EPDCCH maybe mapped to one PRB pair. If L=8, the EPDCCH may be mapped to two PRB pairs.
[0199] Although it is assumed in the aforementioned embodiment that a unit of configuring an aggregation level is a
subset or an ECCE, this is for exemplary purposes only. 2 ECCEs may be included when L=1. Likewise, 4 ECCEs[4
CCE-->4 ECCE] may be included when L=2.
[0200] The ECCE may include 4 EREGs or 8 EREGs. For example, the ECCE may include 4 EREGs in a normal CP
case, and may include 8 EREGs in an extended CP case. To configure an EPDCCH search space, the proposed method
may be applied to determine how to configure an aggregation level from an ECCE in each PRB pair or whether to
designate a start point.
[0201] There may be a localized ECCE constructed from an EREG in one single PRB pair and a distributed ECCE
constructed from an EREG in a plurality of PRBs. To ensure a commonality of the EREG index configuring the localized
ECCE and the EREG index configuring the distributed ECCE, K distributed ECCEs may be constructed by redistributing
K localized ECCEs located in different PRB pairs.
[0202] FIG. 33 shows an example of constructing a distributed ECCE from a localized ECCE.
[0203] Assume that a PRB pair #m includes 8 RE sets A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and a PRB pair #n includes 8 RE sets A,
B, C, D, E, F, G.
[0204] If K=2, the RE sets A and E of the PRB pair #m are combined to form a localized ECCE #a, and the RE sets
A and E of the PRB pair #n are combined to form a localized ECCE #b.
[0205] When the distributed ECCE is formed, four RE sets constituting the localized ECCE are re-combined. The RE
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set A of the PRB pair #m and the RE set E of the PRB pair #n may be combined to form the distributed ECCE #a, and
the RE set E of the PRB pair #m and the RE set A of the PRB pair #n are combined to form the distributed ECCE #b.
[0206] K distributed ECCE indices may be 1:1 mapped to K localized ECCE indices. Therefore, even if the distributed
ECCE is transmitted across a plurality of PRB pairs, it may co-exist with the localized ECCE, and an ECCE index may
be assigned thereto.
[0207] FIG. 34 is a block diagram showing a wireless communication system according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
[0208] A BS 50 includes a processor 51, a memory 52, and a radio frequency (RF) unit 53. The memory 52 is coupled
to the processor 51, and stores a variety of information for driving the processor 51. The RF unit 53 is coupled to the
processor 51, and transmits and/or receives a radio signal. The processor 51 implements the proposed functions,
procedures, and/or methods. The processor 51 may configure an EPDCCH search space for one or more PRB pairs,
and may transmit the EPDCCH.
[0209] A wireless device 60 includes a processor 61, a memory 62, and an RF unit 63. The memory 62 is coupled to
the processor 61, and stores a variety of information for driving the processor 61. The RF unit 63 is coupled to the
processor 61, and transmits and/or receives a radio signal. The processor 61 implements the proposed functions,
procedures, and/or methods. The processor 61 may monitor an EPDCCH in an EPDCCH search space.
[0210] The processor may include Application-Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), other chipsets, logic circuits, and/or
data processors. The memory may include Read-Only Memory (ROM), Random Access Memory (RAM), flash memory,
memory cards, storage media and/or other storage devices. The RF unit may include a baseband circuit for processing
a radio signal. When the above-described embodiment is implemented in software, the above-described scheme may
be implemented using a module (process or function) which performs the above function. The module may be stored
in the memory and executed by the processor. The memory may be disposed to the processor internally or externally
and connected to the processor using a variety of well-known means.
[0211] In the above exemplary systems, although the methods have been described on the basis of the flowcharts
using a series of the steps or blocks, the present invention is not limited to the sequence of the steps, and some of the
steps may be performed at different sequences from the remaining steps or may be performed simultaneously with the
remaining steps. Furthermore, those skilled in the art will understand that the steps shown in the flowcharts are not
exclusive and may include other steps or one or more steps of the flowcharts may be deleted without affecting the scope
of the present invention.

Claims

1. A method of monitoring a control channel in a wireless communication system, the method comprising:

monitoring, by a wireless device, a downlink control channel in a search space that is defined by at least one
physical resource block (PRB) pair; and
receiving, by the wireless device, a downlink grant or an uplink grant on the downlink control channel,
wherein each of the at least one PRB pair includes a plurality of enhanced resource element groups (EREGs),
wherein the search space includes a plurality of enhanced control channel elements (ECCEs),
wherein each of the plurality of ECCEs is mapped to at least one EREG according to an ECCE-to-EREG mapping
scheme, and
wherein indexing for the plurality of ECCEs varies depending on the ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme.

2. The method of claim 1,
wherein the ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme is one of localized transmission and distributed transmission,
wherein an EREG constituting one ECCE in the localized transmission is transmitted in one PRB pair, and
wherein an EREG constituting one ECCE in the distributed transmission is transmitted across a plurality of PRB pairs.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the plurality of ECCEs in the localized transmission are contiguous in one PRB pair.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one PRB pair includes two PRBs contiguous in the same frequency
domain.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein monitoring of the downlink control channel is performed in unit of an aggregation
level having one or more ECCEs.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein an aggregation level L includes L ECCEs having contiguous indices.
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein a start point of the aggregation level L is an ECCE having an index corresponding
to a multiple of L.

8. A wireless device in a wireless communication system, the wireless device comprising:

a radio frequency (RF) unit configured to transmit and receive a radio signal; and
a processor operatively coupled to the RF unit and configured to:

monitor a downlink control channel in a search space that is defined by at least one physical resource block
(PRB) pair; and
receive a downlink grant or an uplink grant on the downlink control channel,
wherein each of the at least one PRB pair includes a plurality of enhanced resource element groups (EREGs),
wherein the search space includes a plurality of enhanced control channel elements (ECCEs),
wherein each of the plurality of ECCEs is mapped to at least one EREG according to an ECCE-to-EREG
mapping scheme, and
wherein indexing for the plurality of ECCEs varies depending on the ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme.

9. The wireless device of claim 8,
wherein the ECCE-to-EREG mapping scheme is one of localized transmission and distributed transmission,
wherein an EREG constituting one ECCE in the localized transmission is transmitted in one PRB pair, and
wherein an EREG constituting one ECCE in the distributed transmission is transmitted across a plurality of PRB pairs.

10. The wireless device of claim 9, wherein the plurality of ECCEs in the localized transmission are contiguous in one
PRB pair.
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