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(54) METHOD FOR ACQUIRING LOCATING INFORMATION, TERMINAL AND MOBILE 
BROADBAND INTERFACE MODEL (MBIM) DEVICE

(57) The present invention provides a positioning in-
formation acquisition method, a terminal, and a Mobile
Broadband Interface Model MBIM device. The method
includes: acquiring, by a terminal, a positioning query
request; sending, by the terminal, the positioning query
request to an MBIM device through a Mobile Broadband
Interface Model MBIM data channel, so that the MBIM
device acquires positioning information of the terminal
according to the positioning query request; and receiving,
by the terminal through the MBIM data channel, the po-

sitioning information returned by the MBIM device. Ac-
cording to the positioning information acquisition method
in the present invention, a terminal may directly commu-
nicate with an MBIM device through an MBIM data chan-
nel, and the MBIM device may directly communicate with
a GPS module, so as to implement that the terminal per-
forms positioning by using the MBIM device by acquiring
positioning information from the GPS module without in-
stalling a drive, which is convenient for the terminal to
acquire the positioning information.
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Description

[0001] This application claims Chinese Patent Appli-
cation No. CN 201310137245.4, filed with the Chinese
Patent Office on April 19, 2013, and entitled "POSITION-
ING INFORMATION ACQUISITION METHOD, TERMI-
NAL, AND MOBILE BANDWIDTH INTERFACE MODEL
MBIM DEVICE", which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to the field of com-
munications technologies, and in particular, to a method
for implementing positioning information acquisition, a
terminal, and a Mobile Bandwidth Interface Model MBIM
device.

BACKGROUND

[0003] With an increase of functions of a mobile broad-
band device, an application and a service based on ad-
dress location information are already one of main appli-
cations of a combination of mobile communications prod-
ucts and the Internet. A Global Positioning System (Glo-
bal Positioning System, GPS) is a module for providing
address location function information in real time, and
has become a basic module of a mobile communications
device.
[0004] In the prior art, a host implements a positioning
function by using a mobile broadband device; and the
mobile broadband device needs to enumerate an extend-
ed port as a data communications channel by using a
Universal Serial Bus (Universal Serial BUS, USB) and
communicate with the host by using a USB virtual serial
port, so as to transmit positioning information to the host.
However, the USB virtual serial port can only be used
when a corresponding drive is installed, which causes
inconvenience for the host to acquire the positioning in-
formation.

SUMMARY

[0005] For the foregoing defect in the prior art, the
present invention provides a positioning information ac-
quisition method, a terminal, and a Mobile Broadband
Interface Model MBIM device, so as to implement that a
terminal directly acquires positioning information from a
GPS module by using a Mobile Broadband Interface
Model MBIM device.
[0006] According to a first aspect, a positioning infor-
mation acquisition method is provided, including:

acquiring, by a terminal, a positioning query request;
sending, by the terminal, the positioning query re-
quest to an MBIM device through a Mobile Broad-
band Interface Model (Mobile Broadband Interface
Model, MBIM) data channel, so that the MBIM device

acquires positioning information of the terminal ac-
cording to the positioning query request; and
receiving, by the terminal through the MBIM data
channel, the positioning information returned by the
MBIM device.

[0007] With reference to the first aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation manner, before the sending, by the
terminal, the positioning query request to an MBIM device
through a Mobile Broadband Interface Model MBIM data
channel, the method further includes:

converting, by the terminal, the positioning query re-
quest into a positioning query request in a user-de-
fined data stream DSS format for a data channel.

[0008] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect, in a second possible
implementation manner of the first aspect, the positioning
information that is returned by the MBIM device and re-
ceived by the terminal through the MBIM data channel
is in a DSS format; and
after the receiving, by the terminal through the MBIM data
channel, the positioning information returned by the
MBIM device, the method further includes:

converting, by the terminal, the positioning informa-
tion in a DSS format into positioning information in
a format that can be identified by the terminal.

[0009] With reference to the first to the second possible
implementation manners of the first aspect, in a third pos-
sible implementation manner, before the acquiring a po-
sitioning query request, the method further includes:

sending, by the terminal through an MBIM control
channel, a service query request to the MBIM device;
and
receiving, by the terminal through the MBIM control
channel, service information that is supported by the
MBIM device and returned by the MBIM device,
where the service information is used to indicate that
the terminal supports a query of the positioning in-
formation.

[0010] According to a second aspect, a positioning in-
formation acquisition method is provided, including:

receiving, by a Mobile Broadband Interface Model
MBIM device through an MBIM data channel, a po-
sitioning query request sent by a terminal;
acquiring, by the MBIM device, positioning informa-
tion of the terminal according to the positioning query
request; and
sending, by the MBIM device, the positioning infor-
mation to the terminal through the MBIM data chan-
nel.
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[0011] With reference to the second aspect, in a first
possible implementation manner, before the sending, by
the MBIM device, the positioning information to the ter-
minal through the MBIM data channel, the method further
includes:

converting, by the MBIM device, the positioning in-
formation into positioning information in a DSS for-
mat.

[0012] With reference to the second aspect or the first
possible implementation manner of the second aspect,
in a second possible implementation manner, before the
receiving, by an MBIM device through an MBIM data
channel, a positioning query request sent by a terminal,
the method further includes:

receiving, by the MBIM device through an MBIM con-
trol channel, a service query request sent by the ter-
minal; and
returning, by the MBIM device through the MBIM
control channel, service information that is support-
ed by the MBIM device to the terminal, where the
service information is used to indicate that the ter-
minal supports a query of the positioning information.

[0013] According to a third aspect, the present inven-
tion provides a terminal, including:

an application module, configured to acquire a posi-
tioning query request;
a first sending module, configured to send the posi-
tioning query request to an MBIM device through a
Mobile Broadband Interface Model MBIM data chan-
nel, so that the MBIM device acquires positioning
information of the terminal according to the position-
ing query request; and
a first receiving module, configured to receive,
through the MBIM data channel, the positioning in-
formation returned by the MBIM device.

[0014] With reference to the third aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation manner, the terminal further in-
cludes:

a first converting module, configured to convert the
positioning query request into a positioning query
request in a user-defined data stream DSS format
for a data channel.

[0015] With reference to the third aspect or the first
possible implementation manner of the third aspect, in a
second possible implementation manner, the positioning
information that is returned by the MBIM device and re-
ceived by the terminal through the MBIM data channel
is in a DSS format; and
the first converting module is further configured to convert
the positioning information in a DSS format into position-

ing information in a format that can be identified by the
terminal.
[0016] With reference to the third aspect, the first im-
plementation manner of the third aspect, or the second
implementation manner of the third aspect, in a third pos-
sible implementation manner, the terminal further in-
cludes:

a service querying module, configured to send a
service query request to the MBIM device through
an MBIM control channel; and
a service receiving module, configured to receive,
through the MBIM control channel, service informa-
tion that is supported by the MBIM device and re-
turned by the MBIM device, where the service infor-
mation is used to indicate that the terminal supports
a query of the positioning information.

[0017] According to a fourth aspect, a Mobile Band-
width Interface Model MBIM device is provided, includ-
ing:

a second receiving module, configured to receive,
through an MBIM data channel, a positioning query
request sent by a terminal;
an acquiring module, configured to acquire position-
ing information of the terminal according to the po-
sitioning query request; and
a second sending module, configured to send the
positioning information to the terminal through the
MBIM data channel.

[0018] With reference to the fourth aspect, in a first
possible implementation manner, the acquiring module
is a Global Positioning System GPS module.
[0019] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect, in a second possible
implementation manner, the positioning query request
that is sent by the terminal and received by the second
receiving module through the MBIM data channel is in a
user-defined data stream DSS format for a data channel;
and
the MBIM device further includes:

a second converting module, configured to convert
the positioning query request in a DSS format into a
positioning query request in a format that can be
identified by the GPS module, and send the convert-
ed positioning query request to the GPS module.

[0020] With reference to the second possible imple-
mentation manner of the fourth aspect, in a third possible
implementation manner, the second converting module
is further configured to receive the positioning information
acquired by the GPS module, convert the positioning in-
formation into positioning information in a DSS format,
and send the converted positioning information to the
second sending module.
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[0021] With reference to the fourth aspect or any one
of the first to the third possible implementation manners
of the fourth aspect, in a fourth implementation manner,
the MBIM device further includes:

a query receiving module, configured to receive,
through an MBIM control channel, a service query
request sent by the terminal; and
a service reporting module, configured to return,
through the MBIM control channel, service informa-
tion that is supported by the MBIM device to the ter-
minal, where the service information is used to indi-
cate that the MBIM device supports a query of the
positioning information.

[0022] According to the positioning information acqui-
sition method, the terminal, and the MBIM device that
are provided in the present invention, a terminal may di-
rectly communicate with an MBIM device through an
MBIM data channel, and the MBIM device may directly
communicate with a GPS module, so as to implement
that the terminal performs positioning by using the MBIM
device by acquiring positioning information from the GPS
module without installing a drive, which is convenient for
the terminal to acquire the positioning information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0023]

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a positioning information ac-
quisition method according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a positioning information ac-
quisition method according to another embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a signaling flowchart of a positioning infor-
mation acquisition method according to still another
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a terminal
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a terminal
according to another embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of a terminal
according to still another embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of an MBIM
device according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of an MBIM
device according to another embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of an MBIM
device according to still another embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of an MBIM

device according to still another embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of a termi-
nal according to still another embodiment of the
present invention; and
FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of an MBIM
device according to still another embodiment of the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a positioning information
acquisition method according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, this embodiment
of the present invention provides a positioning informa-
tion acquisition method, and the method includes the fol-
lowing steps:
[0025] S101: A terminal acquires a positioning query
request.
[0026] The terminal involved in this embodiment of the
present invention may be various types of terminals, such
as a mobile phone, a PAD (Portable Device, portable
device), and a PC (personal computer, personal compu-
ter).
[0027] S102: The terminal sends the positioning query
request to an MBIM device through a Mobile Broadband
Interface Model MBIM data channel, so that the MBIM
device acquires positioning information of the terminal
according to the positioning query request.
[0028] The MBIM device involved in this embodiment
of the present invention refers to a device that performs
communication by using an MBIM protocol. The MBIM
protocol is a device interface specification of a network
adapter. An MBIM device using the MBIM protocol may
directly communicate, through an MBIM data channel,
with a terminal in a data format that is specified in the
MBIM protocol; and the MBIM device may directly com-
municate with a GPS like another wireless network de-
vice. The MBIM data channel may be a data channel that
is specified in the MBIM protocol, where an IP data packet
or a user-defined data packet may be transmitted be-
tween a terminal and an MBIM device on the MBIM data
channel. The user-defined data packet may generally
start with a DSS identifier.
[0029] Optionally, the terminal may convert the posi-
tioning query request into a positioning query request in
a format that is specified in the MBIM protocol, for exam-
ple, a user-defined data stream DSS format for a data
channel, and then send the converted positioning query
request to the MBIM device through the MBIM data chan-
nel.
[0030] S103: The terminal receives, through the MBIM
data channel, the positioning information returned by the
MBIM device.
[0031] Similar to S102, the positioning information that
is returned by the MBIM device and received by the ter-
minal through the MBIM data channel also conforms to
the format that is specified in the MBIM protocol, for ex-
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ample, the positioning information may be in a DSS for-
mat. Therefore, after receiving the positioning informa-
tion through the MBIM data channel, the terminal may
further convert the positioning information into position-
ing information in a format that can be identified by the
terminal.
[0032] According to the positioning information acqui-
sition method provided in this embodiment, a terminal
may directly communicate with an MBIM device through
an MBIM data channel, and the MBIM device may directly
communicate with a GPS module, so as to implement
that the terminal performs positioning by using the MBIM
device by acquiring positioning information from the GPS
module without installing a drive, which is convenient for
the terminal to acquire the positioning information.
[0033] FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a positioning information
acquisition method according to another embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 2, this embodi-
ment provides a positioning information acquisition meth-
od, and the method includes the following steps:
[0034] S201: A Mobile Broadband Interface Model
MBIM device receives, through an MBIM data channel,
a positioning query request sent by a terminal.
[0035] S202: The MBIM device acquires positioning
information of the terminal according to the positioning
query request.
[0036] S203: The MBIM device sends the positioning
information to the terminal through the MBIM data chan-
nel.
[0037] Specifically, the technical solution in this em-
bodiment may be applicable to a scenario in which a GPS
module is disposed in an MBIM device in an integrated
manner or no GPS module is disposed in an MBIM de-
vice.
[0038] In a scenario in which a GPS module is disposed
in an MBIM device in an integrated manner, after the
MBIM device receives a positioning query request that
is sent by a terminal through an MBIM data channel, the
GPS module in the MBIM device may perform corre-
sponding processing according to the positioning query
request to acquire positioning information, and feed the
positioning information back to the MBIM device.
[0039] The GPS module may feed the positioning in-
formation back to the MBIM device in real time, or may
send a piece of positioning information to the MBIM de-
vice at a certain time interval (for example, 1s). After ac-
quiring the positioning information, the MBIM device may
send the positioning information to the terminal through
the MBIM data channel.
[0040] When no GPS module is disposed in an MBIM
device, after receiving a positioning query request that
is sent by a terminal through an MBIM data channel, the
MBIM device may send the positioning query request to
a GPS module, so that the GPS module performs corre-
sponding processing according to the positioning query
request to acquire positioning information, and feeds the
positioning information back to the MBIM device, and
therefore the MBIM device may also acquire the posi-

tioning information of the terminal.
[0041] Similar to S102 and S103, the positioning query
request that is received by the MBIM device through the
MBIM data channel may be in a user-defined data stream
DSS format for a data channel. Because the GPS module
cannot identify data in a DSS format, correspondingly,
the MBIM device may convert the positioning query re-
quest in a DSS format into a positioning query request
in a format that can be identified by the GPS module, so
that the GPS module performs corresponding processing
according to the converted positioning query request, so
as to acquire the positioning information.
[0042] Similarly, the positioning information fed back
by the GPS module is not in a DSS format; therefore,
after receiving the positioning information, the MBIM de-
vice may convert the positioning information into posi-
tioning information in a DSS format, so that the MBIM
device may send the positioning information in a DSS
format to the terminal through the MBIM data channel.
[0043] According to the positioning information acqui-
sition method provided in this embodiment, a terminal
may directly communicate with an MBIM device through
an MBIM data channel, and the MBIM device may directly
communicate with a GPS module, so that the terminal
implements a positioning function by using the MBIM de-
vice by acquiring positioning information from the GPS
module without installing a drive, which is convenient for
the terminal to acquire the positioning information.
[0044] FIG. 3 is a signaling flowchart of a positioning
information acquisition method according to still another
embodiment of the present invention. In this embodi-
ment, the positioning information acquisition method in
the present invention is described in detail by using a
terminal in which a Windows 8 operating system is in-
stalled as an example. Specifically, the terminal may in-
clude an application interface module, a conversion in-
terface module, and a sending interface module, where
the application interface module is configured to interact
with a user, a function of the application interface module
may be implemented by using a GPS API (Application
Programming Interface, application programming inter-
face); the conversion interface module is configured to
perform format conversion on data, and a function of the
conversion interface module may be implemented by us-
ing a mobile broadband network interface function (In-
terface Mobile Broadband Network, IMbn) API; and the
sending interface module is an interface module config-
ured to communicate with an MBIM device. In addition,
both the MBIM device and a GPS module may be devices
independent of the terminal, but in some implementation
scenarios, a GPS module may be disposed on an MBIM
device.
[0045] As shown in FIG. 3, S301 and S302 are a proc-
ess in which a terminal acquires service information of
an MBIM device, and S303 to S310 are a process in
which the terminal acquires positioning information from
a GPS module by using the MBIM device, which may
specifically include the following steps:
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[0046] S301: A sending interface module sends a serv-
ice query request to an MBIM device (MBIM device)
through an MBIM control channel.
[0047] The service query request may be a standard
command identifier (Command Identifier, CID) command
"MBB_CID_DEVICE_SERVICES".
[0048] S302: After receiving the service query request,
the MBIM device sends service information that is sup-
ported by the MBIM device to the sending interface mod-
ule, where the service information is used to indicate that
the terminal supports a query of positioning information.
[0049] It should be noted that the service information
may be a universally unique identifier (universally unique
identifier, UUID) of all device services that are supported
by the MBIM device, where the device services refer to
a set of a group of similar functions, and one specific
UUID unique identifier may be used for each device serv-
ice.
[0050] It should be noted that the device services may
be mainly classified into two types, where one type are
standard device services that are specified in an MBIM
protocol, for example, a cellular network and a short mes-
sage service; and the other type are extended device
services that may be defined by an equipment vendor.
All device service information may be stored into
firmware of an MBIM device by the equipment vendor in
a manufacturing process.
[0051] In this embodiment, the extended device serv-
ice can support communication between a terminal and
a GPS, and the extended device service may correspond
to the first predefined UIDD. After receiving the service
query request of the terminal, the MIBM device may re-
port, to the terminal, both the UIDD, which is used to
implement a GPS function, of a device service and a
UIDD of another device service as service information,
so as to enable the terminal to learn that the MBIM device
can support implementation of a GPS communications
function of the terminal.
[0052] S303: An application interface module sends a
positioning query request to a conversion interface mod-
ule.
[0053] The application interface module is a module
for interaction between a user and a terminal, and the
user may trigger by means of a mutual interaction be-
tween the user and the application interface module, to
start a GPS service function of the terminal, set a GPS
function, query a current location of the terminal, and the
like. After acquiring a positioning query request of the
user, the application interface module may send the po-
sitioning query request to the conversion interface mod-
ule.
[0054] S304: After receiving the foregoing positioning
query request, the conversion interface module converts
the positioning query request into a positioning query re-
quest in a user-defined data stream DSS format for a
data channel, and sends the converted positioning query
request to the sending interface module.
[0055] A positioning query request in a DSS format

specifically refers to a data packet that starts with a DSS
identifier and may be transmitted through an MBIM data
channel between a terminal and an MBIM device.
[0056] S305: The sending interface module sends the
positioning query request in a DSS format to the MBIM
device through an MBIM data channel.
[0057] S306: After receiving the positioning query re-
quest in a DSS format, the MBIM device performs data
conversion on the positioning query request in a DSS
format for a GPS to perform identification, and sends a
converted positioning query request to a GPS module.
[0058] S307: After receiving the positioning query re-
quest, the GPS module performs corresponding
processing to acquire positioning information corre-
sponding to the positioning query request, and returns
the positioning information to the MBIM device.
[0059] It should be noted that after receiving the posi-
tioning query request, the GPS module may return, at a
certain time interval, the acquired positioning information
to the MBIM device in real time.
[0060] S308: After receiving the positioning informa-
tion, the MBIM device converts the positioning informa-
tion into positioning information in a DSS format, and
sends the converted positioning information to the send-
ing interface module through the MBIM data channel.
[0061] S309: After receiving the positioning informa-
tion in a DSS format, the sending interface module for-
wards the positioning information in a DSS format to the
conversion interface module.
[0062] S310: After receiving the positioning informa-
tion, the conversion interface module reconverts the po-
sitioning information in a DSS format into positioning in-
formation in a format that can be identified by the terminal,
and sends the reconverted positioning information to the
application interface module, so that a user reads the
positioning information by using the application interface
module.
[0063] According to the positioning information acqui-
sition method provided in this embodiment, a terminal
may directly communicate with an MBIM device through
an MBIM data channel, and the MBIM device may directly
communicate with a GPS module, so that the terminal
implements a positioning function by using the MBIM de-
vice by acquiring positioning information from the GPS
module without installing a drive, which is convenient for
the terminal to acquire the positioning information.
[0064] FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a
terminal according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. As shown in FIG. 4, the terminal provided in this
embodiment includes:

an application module 41, configured to acquire a
positioning query request;
a first sending module 42, configured to send the
positioning query request to an MBIM device through
a Mobile Broadband Interface Model MBIM data
channel, so that the MBIM device acquires position-
ing information of the terminal according to the po-
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sitioning query request; and
a first receiving module 43, configured to receive,
through the MBIM data channel, the positioning in-
formation returned by the MBIM device.

[0065] The terminal provided in this embodiment is
configured to execute the method embodiment shown in
FIG. 1. The terminal provided in this embodiment may
implement direct communication between the terminal
and an MBIM device through an MBIM data channel.
When a host implements a positioning function by using
the MBIM device, no drive needs to be installed, which
is convenient for the terminal to acquire the positioning
information.
[0066] FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a
terminal according to another embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 5, on a basis of a structure
shown in FIG. 4, the terminal provided in this embodiment
may further include:

a first converting module 44, configured to convert
the positioning query request into a positioning query
request in a user-defined data stream DSS format
for a data channel, so that the terminal may send the
positioning query request in a DSS format through
the MBIM data channel.

[0067] Further, the first converting module 44 may be
further configured to convert the positioning information
in a DSS format into positioning information in a format
that can be identified by the terminal. When the position-
ing information that is returned by the MBIM device and
received by the terminal through the MBIM data channel
is in a DSS format, the first converting module 44 needs
to convert the positioning information in a DSS format,
so that the terminal performs identification.
[0068] FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of a
terminal according to still another embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 6, on a basis of a
structure shown in FIG. 5, the terminal provided in this
embodiment may further include:

a service querying module 45, configured to send a
service query request to the MBIM device through
an MBIM control channel; and
a service receiving module 46, configured to receive,
through the MBIM control channel, service informa-
tion that is supported by the MBIM device and re-
turned by the MBIM device, where the service infor-
mation is used to indicate that the terminal supports
a query of the positioning information.

[0069] The apparatus provided in this embodiment
may be configured to execute a process executed by a
terminal in the foregoing method embodiments, specific
implementation principles and technical effects thereof
are similar to those in the method embodiments, and de-
tails are not repeatedly described herein.

[0070] FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of an
MBIM device according to an embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 7, the MBIM device provided
in this embodiment includes:

a second receiving module 81, configured to receive,
through an MBIM data channel, a positioning query
request sent by a terminal;
an acquiring module 82, configured to acquire posi-
tioning information of the terminal according to the
positioning query request; and
a second sending module 83, configured to send the
positioning information to the terminal through the
MBIM data channel.

[0071] The MBIM device provided in this embodiment
may be configured to execute the method embodiment
shown in FIG. 2. The MBIM device provided in this em-
bodiment may directly communicate with a terminal
through an MBIM data channel, and may also directly
communicate with a GPS module, so as to implement
that the terminal performs positioning by using the MBIM
device by acquiring positioning information from the GPS
module without installing a drive, which is convenient for
the terminal to acquire the positioning information.
[0072] FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of an
MBIM device according to another embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 8, the acquiring mod-
ule 82 (as shown in FIG. 7) in this embodiment may be
a Global Positioning System GPS module 92.
[0073] FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of an
MBIM device according to still another embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 9, on a basis of
a structure shown in FIG. 8, the MBIM device provided
in this embodiment further includes a second converting
module 84. Specifically, the positioning query request
that is sent by the terminal and received by the second
receiving module 81 through the MBIM data channel is
in a user-defined data stream DSS format for a data chan-
nel. The second converting module 84 is configured to
convert the positioning query request in a DSS format
into a positioning query request in a format that can iden-
tified by the GPS module and then send the converted
positioning query request to the GPS module, so that the
GPS module may perform corresponding processing ac-
cording to the positioning query request, so as to acquire
positioning information.
[0074] Further, the second converting module 84 may
be further configured to: receive the positioning informa-
tion acquired by the GPS module 92, convert the posi-
tioning information into positioning information in a DSS
format, and send the converted positioning information
to the second sending module 83, so that the second
sending module 83 may send the positioning information
to the terminal by using the MBIM data channel.
[0075] FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of an
MBIM device according to still another embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 10, on a basis
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of a structure shown in FIG. 9, the MBIM device provided
in this embodiment may further include:

a query receiving module 85, configured to receive,
through an MBIM control channel, a service query
request sent by the terminal; and
a service reporting module 86, configured to return,
through the MBIM control channel, service informa-
tion that is supported by the MBIM device to the ter-
minal, where the service information is used to indi-
cate that the MBIM device supports a query of the
positioning information.

[0076] The MBIM device provided in this embodiment
may be configured to execute technical solutions in the
foregoing method embodiments, specific implementa-
tion principles and technical effects thereof are similar,
and details are not repeatedly described herein.
[0077] FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of a
terminal according to still another embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 11, the terminal in
this embodiment includes a first memory 51 and a first
processor 52, where the first memory 51 is configured to
store an instruction; and the first processor 52 is coupled
to the first memory 51, the first processor 52 is configured
to execute the instruction stored in the first memory 51,
and the first processor 52 is configured to execute the
technical solution in the method embodiment shown in
FIG. 1 or the technical solution executed by the terminal
in the method embodiment shown in FIG. 3. Specific im-
plementation principles thereof are similar, and details
are not repeatedly described herein.
[0078] FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of an
MBIM device according to still another embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 12, the MBIM
device in this embodiment includes a second memory 61
and a second processor 62, where the second memory
61 is configured to store an instruction; and the second
processor 62 is coupled to the second memory 61, the
second processor 62 is configured to execute the instruc-
tion stored in the second memory 61, and the second
processor 62 is configured to execute the technical so-
lution of the method embodiment shown in FIG. 2 or the
technical solution executed by the terminal in the method
embodiment shown in FIG. 3. Specific implementation
principles thereof are similar, and details are not repeat-
edly described herein.
[0079] Persons of ordinary skill in the art may under-
stand that all or a part of the steps of method embodi-
ments may be implemented by a program instructing rel-
evant hardware. The program may be stored in a com-
puter readable storage medium. When the program runs,
the steps of the method embodiments are executed. The
foregoing storage medium includes: any medium that can
store program code, such as a ROM, a RAM, a magnetic
disk, or an optical disc.
[0080] Finally, it should be noted that the foregoing em-
bodiments are merely intended for describing the tech-

nical solutions of the present invention, but not for limiting
the present invention. Although the present invention is
described in detail with reference to the foregoing em-
bodiments, persons of ordinary skill in the art should un-
derstand that they may still make modifications to the
technical solutions described in the foregoing embodi-
ments or make equivalent replacements to some or all
technical features thereof, without departing from the
scope of the technical solutions of the embodiments of
the present invention.

Claims

1. A positioning information acquisition method, com-
prising:

acquiring, by a terminal, a positioning query re-
quest;
sending, by the terminal, the positioning query
request to an MBIM device through a Mobile
Broadband Interface Model MBIM data channel,
so that the MBIM device acquires positioning
information of the terminal according to the po-
sitioning query request; and
receiving, by the terminal through the MBIM data
channel, the positioning information returned by
the MBIM device.

2. The method according to claim 1, before the sending,
by the terminal, the positioning query request to an
MBIM device through a Mobile Broadband Interface
Model MBIM data channel, further comprising:

converting, by the terminal, the positioning que-
ry request into a positioning query request in a
user-defined data stream DSS format for a data
channel.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
positioning information that is returned by the MBIM
device and received by the terminal through the
MBIM data channel is in a DSS format, and
after the receiving, by the terminal through the MBIM
data channel, the positioning information returned
by the MBIM device, the method further comprises:

converting, by the terminal, the positioning in-
formation in a DSS format into positioning infor-
mation in a format that can be identified by the
terminal.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
before the acquiring a positioning query request, fur-
ther comprising:

sending, by the terminal through an MBIM con-
trol channel, a service query request to the
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MBIM device; and
receiving, by the terminal through the MBIM con-
trol channel, service information that is support-
ed by the MBIM device and returned by the
MBIM device, wherein the service information
is used to indicate that the terminal supports a
query of the positioning information.

5. A positioning information acquisition method, com-
prising:

receiving, by a Mobile Broadband Interface
Model MBIM device through a Mobile Broad-
band Interface Model MBIM data channel, a po-
sitioning query request sent by a terminal;
acquiring, by the MBIM device, positioning in-
formation of the terminal according to the posi-
tioning query request; and
sending, by the MBIM device, the positioning
information to the terminal through the MBIM da-
ta channel.

6. The method according to claim 5, before the sending,
by the MBIM device, the positioning information to
the terminal through the MBIM data channel, further
comprising:

converting, by the MBIM device, the positioning
information into positioning information in a us-
er-defined data stream DSS format for a data
channel.

7. The method according to claim 5 or 6, before the
receiving, by an MBIM device through an MBIM data
channel, a positioning query request sent by a ter-
minal, further comprising:

receiving, by the MBIM device through an MBIM
control channel, a service query request sent by
the terminal; and
returning, by the MBIM device through the MBIM
control channel, service information that is sup-
ported by the MBIM device to the terminal,
wherein the service information is used to indi-
cate that the terminal supports a query of the
positioning information.

8. A terminal, comprising:

an application module, configured to acquire a
positioning query request;
a first sending module, configured to send the
positioning query request to an MBIM device
through a Mobile Broadband Interface Model
MBIM data channel, so that the MBIM device
acquires positioning information of the terminal
according to the positioning query request; and
a first receiving module, configured to receive,

through the MBIM data channel, the positioning
information returned by the MBIM device.

9. The terminal according to claim 8, further compris-
ing:

a first converting module, configured to convert
the positioning query request into a positioning
query request in a user-defined data stream
DSS format for a data channel.

10. The terminal according to claim 8 or 9, wherein the
positioning information that is returned by the MBIM
device and received by the terminal through the
MBIM data channel is in a DSS format, and
the first converting module is further configured to
convert the positioning information in a DSS format
into positioning information in a format that can be
identified by the terminal.

11. The terminal according to claim 8 or 10, further com-
prising:

a service querying module, configured to send
a service query request to the MBIM device
through an MBIM control channel; and
a service receiving module, configured to re-
ceive, through the MBIM control channel, serv-
ice information that is supported by the MBIM
device and returned by the MBIM device, where-
in the service information is used to indicate that
the terminal supports a query of the positioning
information.

12. A Mobile Broadband Interface Model MBIM device,
comprising:

a second receiving module, configured to re-
ceive, through an MBIM data channel, a posi-
tioning query request sent by a terminal;
an acquiring module, configured to acquire po-
sitioning information of the terminal according
to the positioning query request; and
a second sending module, configured to send
the positioning information to the terminal
through the MBIM data channel.

13. The MBIM device according to claim 12, wherein the
acquiring module is a Global Positioning System
GPS module.

14. The MBIM device according to claim 13, wherein the
positioning query request that is sent by the terminal
and received by the second receiving module
through the MBIM data channel is in a user-defined
data stream DSS format for a data channel, and
the MBIM device further comprises:
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a second converting module, configured to con-
vert the positioning query request in a DSS for-
mat into a positioning query request in a format
that can be identified by the GPS module, and
send the converted positioning query request to
the GPS module.

15. The MBIM device according to claim 14, wherein the
second converting module is further configured to:
receive the positioning information acquired by the
GPS module, convert the positioning information into
positioning information in a DSS format, and send
the converted positioning information to the second
sending module.

16. The MBIM device according to any one of claims 12
to 15, further comprising:

a query receiving module, configured to receive,
through an MBIM control channel, a service que-
ry request sent by the terminal; and
a service reporting module, configured to return,
through the MBIM control channel, service in-
formation that is supported by the MBIM device
to the terminal, wherein the service information
is used to indicate that the MBIM device sup-
ports a query of the positioning information.
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