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(54) Osteotomy opening jack

(57) An adjustable opening jack that incorporates a
novel locking hinge mechanism and adjustable separa-
tion arms to achieve broader scopes of application, bone
plate specificity, and variable bone size capability during
various osteotomy procedures. The locking hinge mech-

anism constrains the upper body from moving in either
the vertical plane or anterior-posterior (AP) slope trajec-
tory depending on the mode of application. The opening
jack has a configuration that allows for a straight and/or
sloped opening.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of sur-
gery and, more particularly, to an instrument for perform-
ing an osteotomy.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Knee osteotomies are used to relieve pain
symptoms, slow disease progression and postpone total
knee arthroplasty. For example, to treat lower extremity
malalignment and osteoarthritis, a high tibial osteotomy
is employed to allow for the realignment of the lower ex-
tremity and, thus, either shift the weight-bearing access
to the healthier portion of the knee or correct the align-
ment deformity. This procedure is performed by cutting
the tibia and, with the use of an opening jack, allows the
surgeon to dial in the exact correction desired to correct
the angular deformity or shift the weight-bearing axis to
a desired position in the knee. An anatomically precon-
toured low profile plate and screws are applied or a non-
absorbable PEEK implant and anchors are inserted to
maintain and fixate the osteotomy.
[0003] There is a need for an opening jack that can
provide a sloped or non-sloped opening depending on
the surgeon’s preference and on the plate used. Also
needed are osteotomy procedures that prevent stress
and macro fractures of the lateral bone cortex.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The present invention provides adjustable
opening jacks with designs that incorporate a novel lock-
ing hinge mechanism and adjustable separation arms to
achieve broader scopes of application, bone plate spe-
cificity, and variable bone size capability during various
osteotomy procedures. The locking hinge mechanism
constrains the upper body from moving in either the ver-
tical plane or anterior-posterior (AP) slope trajectory de-
pending on the mode of application. The opening jack
has a configuration that allows for a straight and/or sloped
opening.
[0005] These and other features and advantages will
become apparent from the following description that is
provided in connection with the accompanying drawings
and illustrated embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary opening jack assem-
bly that uses a hinge lock, adjustable arm mecha-
nism, and double sided adjustment screw holes ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present invention
(opening AP slope, isometric view).

FIG. 1(a) illustrates a side view of the opening jack
assembly of FIG. 1 (vertical opening, side view).

FIG. 2 illustrates the hinge shaft weldment of the
opening jack of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 illustrates the assembled hinge lock mecha-
nism (with the upper body rendered transparent) of
the opening jack of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 illustrates a posterior sectional view of the
hinge locking mechanism of the opening jack of FIG.
1.

FIG. 5 illustrates a bottom view of the opening jack
assembly of FIG. 1 (adjustable opening jack design);

FIG. 5(a) illustrates a transparent internal view of
adjustable arms for visual clarity of gear mechanism
of the assembly of FIG. 5.

FIG. 6 illustrates a top view of the gear mechanism
and threaded adjustment shafts of the opening jack
of FIG. 1 (with a transparent view of adjustable arms
for visual clarity).

FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective bottom view of the
opening jack assembly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 illustrates a left side view of the assembly of
FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 illustrates a back view of the assembly of FIG.
7.

FIG. 10 illustrates a right side view of the assembly
of FIG. 7.

FIG. 11 illustrates a top view of the assembly of FIG.
7.

FIG. 12 illustrates a front view of the opening jack
assembly of FIG. 7.

FIG. 13 illustrates a bottom view of the assembly of
FIG. 7.

FIG. 14 illustrates a perspective view of an opening
jack assembly according to a second embodiment
of the present invention (in a first or closed position).

FIG. 15 illustrates another perspective view of the
opening jack assembly of FIG. 14 (in a second or
open position).

FIGS. 16-19 illustrate various views of an opening
jack assembly according to a third embodiment of
the present invention.

1 2 



EP 2 777 566 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

FIG. 20 illustrates the opening jack assembly of FIG.
1 employed in an open wedge osteotomy in a tibia.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0007] The present invention provides an adjustable
osteotomy opening jack that incorporates a novel hinge
mechanism and adjustable separation arms to achieve
broader scopes of application, bone plate specificity, and
variable bone size capability during various osteotomy
procedures. The locking hinge mechanism constrains
the upper body from moving in either the vertical plane
or anterior-posterior (AP) slope trajectory depending on
mode of application. The opening jack may be provided
as part of an osteotomy system that includes positioning
guides, cutting guides and corresponding cutting instru-
ments, as well as implants for supporting the open wedge
osteotomy in tibia and accompanying osteotomy plates.
[0008] The adjustable osteotomy jack of the present
invention comprises a pair of adjustable plates or bodies
(a first plate and a second plate) connected by a hinge
lock mechanism that allows the first plate and the second
plate of the opening jack to open in a straight or sloped
configuration. The hinge lock mechanism includes a lock-
ing knob, a hinge shaft, a shaft link and an angle hinge
shaft, the hinge shaft being attached to the locking knob
at one end and to the shaft link at the other end. Each of
the first and second plates is formed of a right arm and
a left arm. The right and left arms of each of the first and
second plates are about similar. Actuation of the hinge
lock mechanism causes the arms to move relative to each
other and to various openings and dimensions, as ex-
plained in more detail below.
[0009] Each of the first and second plates is also pro-
vided with a first end and a second end in opposition to
one another, the first end of the pair of plates being con-
figured to remain substantially together with one another,
and the second end of the pair of plates being configured
for placement into the bone cut in the tibia and for selec-
tive positioning by actuating the hinge lock mechanism
from (a) a first position wherein the second end of the
pair of plates are substantially together with one another
to (b) a second position wherein the second end of the
pair of plates are apart from one another and with the
distance between the right arm of the first plate and the
right arm of the second plate being about equal to the
distance between the left arm of the first plate and the
left arm of the second plate, and/or to (c) a third position
wherein the second end of the pair of plates are apart
from one another and with the distance between the right
arm of the first plate and the right arm of the second plate
being different from the distance between the left arm of
the first plate and the left arm of the second plate.
[0010] The osteotomy opening jack of the present in-
vention can be used in a method for performing an open-
ing wedge osteotomy in a bone, the method comprising
the steps of: (i) forming a cut in bone; (ii) providing a

mechanical jack comprising a pair of adjustable bodies
or plates, the pair of plates having a first end and a second
end in opposition to one another, the first end of the pair
of plates being configured to remain substantially togeth-
er with one another, and the second end of the pair of
plates being configured for placement into the bone cut
and for selective positioning from (a) a first position
wherein the second end of the pair of plates are substan-
tially together with one another to (b) a second position
wherein the second end of the pair of plates are apart
from one another and in symmetry with one another,
and/or to (c) a third position wherein the second end of
the pair of plates are apart from one another and in non-
symmetry with one another; (iii) positioning the second
ends of the pair of plates of the mechanical jack into the
tibia cut, the pair of plates having their second ends in
the first position with the second ends of the pair of plates
substantially together; and (iv) actuating the mechanical
jack to move the second ends of the pair of plates from
the first position to the second position or the third position
with the second ends of the pair of plates apart from each
other and either in symmetry or non-symmetry, to distract
the bone at the bone cut.
[0011] An exemplary method for performing an open-
ing wedge, high tibial osteotomy using the osteotomy
opening jack of the present invention comprises the steps
of:

(i) forming an osteotomy cut in tibia; (ii) providing a
mechanical jack comprising a pair of adjustable bod-
ies or plates and a locking hinge mechanism at-
tached to the pair of adjustable bodies or plates, the
locking hinge mechanism comprising a locking knob,
a horizontal hinge shaft, a shaft link and an angle
hinge shaft, each of the first and second plates being
formed of a right arm and a left arm, the pair of plates
having a first end and a second end in opposition to
one another, the first end of the pair of plates being
configured to remain substantially together with one
another, and the second end of the pair of plates
being configured for placement into the bone cut in
the tibia and for selective positioning from (a) a first
position with the second end of the pair of plates
substantially together with one another to (b) a sec-
ond position with the second end of the pair of plates
apart from one another and with the distance be-
tween the right arm of the first plate and the right arm
of the second plate being about equal to the distance
between the left arm of the first plate and the left arm
of the second plate, and/or to (c) a third position with
the second end of the pair of plates apart from one
another and with the distance between the right arm
of the first plate and the right arm of the second plate
being different from the distance between the left
arm of the first plate and the left arm of the second
plate; (iii) positioning the second ends of the pair of
plates of the mechanical jack into the tibia cut, the
pair of plates having their second ends in the first
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position with the second ends of the pair of plates
substantially together; (iv) actuating the mechanical
jack to move the second ends of the pair of plates
from the first position to the second position or the
third position with the second ends of the pair of
plates apart from each other, to distract the tibia at
the osteotomy cut and to form a wedge-like opening;
and (v) providing an osteotomy plate and securing
the osteotomy plate against the tibia and at the
wedge-like opening.

[0012] Referring now to the drawings, where like ele-
ments are designated by like reference numerals, FIGS.
1-19 illustrate opening jack assemblies 100, 200, 300
(opening jacks 100, 200, 300) according to various ex-
emplary embodiments of the present invention. FIG. 20
illustrates exemplary opening jack 100 of the present in-
vention as part of an open wedge osteotomy technique
in a tibia. The opening jack 100, 200, 300 is provided with
a configuration that allows for a straight and/or sloped
opening (i.e., uniform and/or non-uniform opening). A sin-
gle opening jack 100, 200, 300 can provide either a
sloped or nonsloped opening depending on the sur-
geon’s preference and the plate used. The opening jack
100, 200, 300 is a mechanical osteotomy opening jack
that has an adjustable opening jack design.
[0013] FIGS. 1-13 illustrate a first exemplary embodi-
ment of opening jack 100 of the present invention that
uses a hinge lock, adjustable arm mechanism, and dou-
ble-sided adjustment screw holes. As detailed below, the
adjustable opening jack 100 incorporates a novel locking
hinge mechanism 50 and adjustable separation arms 10,
20 to achieve broader scopes of application, bone plate
specificity, and variable bone size capability during var-
ious osteotomy procedures. The locking hinge mecha-
nism 50 provides a non-uniform opening, i.e., constrains
the upper body from moving in either the vertical plane
or anterior-posterior (AP) slope trajectory depending on
the mode of application.
[0014] The adjustable opening jack design incorpo-
rates a novel locking hinge mechanism and adjustable
separation arms to achieve broader scopes of applica-
tion, bone plate specificity, and variable bone size capa-
bility during various osteotomy procedures. The locking
hinge mechanism constrains the upper body from moving
in either the vertical plane or anterior-posterior (AP) slope
trajectory depending on mode of application.
[0015] FIGS. 1 and 1(a) illustrate opening jack assem-
bly 100 with a pair of adjustable plates 10, 20 (also re-
ferred to as first and second plates, or first and second
bodies, or upper and lower plates) that use hinge lock 50
(locking hinge mechanism 50) for an opening AP slope
(FIG. 1) and/or a vertical opening (FIG. 1a).
[0016] Each of the pair of adjustable plates 10, 20 is
provided with a first (right) and second (left) arm 10a, 10b
and 20a, 20b, respectively. Upper plate 10 is provided
with a right upper arm 10a (first upper arm 10a) and a
left upper arm 10b (second upper arm 10b), as shown in

FIG. 1. Lower plate 20 is provided with a right lower arm
20a (first lower arm 20a) and a left lower arm 20b (second
lower arm 20b), as also shown in FIG. 1.
[0017] Each of the pair of adjustable plates of the me-
chanical osteotomy jack is also provided with a first end
31a, 31b and a second end 33a, 33b in opposition to one
another, the first end 31a, 31b of the pair of plates being
configured to remain substantially together with one an-
other, and the second end 33a, 33b of the pair of plates
being configured for placement into the bone cut in the
tibia and for selective positioning from (i) a first position
with the second end 33a, 33b of the pair of plates 10, 20
substantially together with one another to (ii) a second
position with the second end of the pair of plates apart
from one another and with the distance "dR" between
the right arm of the first plate and the right arm of the
second plate being about equal to the distance "dL" be-
tween the left arm of the first plate and the left arm of the
second plate, and/or to (iii) a third position with the second
end of the pair of plates apart from one another and with
the distance dR between the right arm of the first plate
and the right arm of the second plate being different from
the distance dL between the left arm of the first plate and
the left arm of the second plate. Distances dR and dL are
calculated, for simplicity, from a most distal end of each
of the arms 10a, 10b, 20a, 20b.
[0018] In the second and third positions, the opening
formed by the spaced apart pair of plates may have a
sloped or non-sloped configuration.
[0019] The first position wherein the second end 33a,
33b of the pair of plates 10, 20 is substantially together
with one another is shown, for example, in FIG. 7. The
second position is shown in FIG. 1(a) and the third posi-
tion is shown in FIG. 1.
[0020] FIG. 1 also illustrates adjustable gear 61 (upper
arm adjustable gear 61 or upper adjustable gear 61) with
corresponding reverse thread adjustable bolt 62 (provid-
ed with a lateral pin 62a), and adjustable gear 63 (lower
arm adjustable gear 63 or lower adjustable gear 63) with
corresponding reverse thread adjustable bolt 64 (provid-
ed with a lateral pin 64a), as well as guide posts 71, 73
(upper guide post 71 and lower guide post 73). Details
of adjustable gears 61, 63, of corresponding reverse
thread adjustable bolts 62, 64 and guide posts 71, 73 are
shown for example in FIG. 5(a).
[0021] FIG. 2 illustrates an enlarged view of the locking
hinge mechanism 50 (with hinge shaft weldment) of the
opening jack 100. As shown in FIG. 2, the main compo-
nents of the hinge mechanism 50 include a horizontal
hinge shaft 51 that interfaces with a locking knob 55 (lock
knob 55), a shaft link 52 and an angle hinge shaft 53.
The three component hinge shaft weldment allows and
prevents user selected opening configurations (either
vertical or AP opening).
[0022] FIG. 3 illustrates the assembled hinge lock
mechanism 50, i.e., the working assembly of the locking
hinge shaft with the upper body and locking knob shown
as transparent for visual clarity of the hinge locking mech-
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anism. FIG. 3 also shows plate 54 (insertion impact plate
54) as part of one of the arms 10, 20, for example, as
part of the lower arm 20 (second arm 20) of the opening
jack 100.
[0023] FIG. 4 illustrates a posterior sectional view of
the hinge locking mechanism 50 of the present invention,
illustrating the interface between the horizontal hinge
shaft 51 and locking knob 55. The locking knob 55 (lock
knob 55) and hinge shaft 51 are threaded, and the knob
55 is captured (by pin) to prevent detachment from the
main device. The locking knob 55 uses a smaller inner
diameter to sit within the larger inner diameter bore of
the interfacing part feature. This arrests the upper and
lower bodies 10, 20 when screwed on tightly and only
allows vertical opening, as shown in FIG. 1(a). Alterna-
tively, when the locking knob 55 is completely loosened,
rotation only occurs about the angled hinge shaft allowing
for opening of AP slope, as illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0024] When the locking knob 55 is actuated (rotated)
in a first direction (for example, a clockwise direction),
the first and second plates 10, 20 are locked and a vertical
opening is allowed between the first and second plates.
When the locking knob is further actuated (rotated) in a
second direction which is different from the first direction
(for example, in a counterclockwise direction), the first
and second plates are opening at various anterior-pos-
terior (AP) angles.
[0025] The main components of the hinge 50 are the
horizontal shaft 51 that interfaces with the locking knob
55, shaft link 52 and angled hinge shaft 53 (as also shown
in FIGS. 2 and 3). The three-component hinge shaft weld-
ment allows and prevents user selected opening config-
urations (either vertical or AP opening, as seen in FIG. 1).
[0026] FIGS. 5 and 5(a) show the arm adjustment gear
mechanism 60, which translates the upper and lower
compression arms 10, 20 to increase or decrease sep-
aration. The upper and lower arms 10, 20 translate to-
gether when the interfacing surfaces of the upper and
lower bodies and gears 61, 63 are coincident and parallel.
FIG. 5(a) demonstrates this configuration and shows the
position of the gears 61, 63 in their proper orientation for
adjustment. Separation of the interfacing surfaces by
opening the jack 100 in either the vertical or AP slope
configurations prevents gear interfacing and retains com-
pression arm position for desired separation during use.
The significance of this design is that it provides optimal
function for broader scopes of application, bone plate
specificity, and variable bone size capability.
[0027] FIG. 6 shows the gear mechanism 60 and
threaded adjustment shafts 62, 64 (reverse thread ad-
justment bolts 62, 64) of the opening jack 100 (with a
transparent view of adjustable arms 10, 20 for visual clar-
ity). FIGS. 7-13 illustrate additional views of the opening
jack assembly 100.
[0028] Other prototyped design concepts according to
the present invention include as follows:

i. Adjustable hinge to achieve various AP slope an-

gles;
ii. Insertion impact plate; and/or
iii. Gear locks to prevent involuntary separation of
compression arms.

[0029] For example, FIGS. 14 and 15 illustrate another
exemplary opening jack assembly 200 of the present in-
vention with an adjustable hinge 250 that achieves var-
ious AP slope angles. Turning/locking knob 255 is de-
signed to translate along at least a portion of arm 110
(which may optionally be an integral part/structure of up-
per arm 10) from a first position (shown in FIG. 14) to a
second position (shown in FIG. 15).
[0030] FIGS. 16-19 illustrate yet another embodiment
of an opening jack assembly of the present invention.
Opening jack 300 is provided with turning/locking knob
355 which may be configured to engage arms 10, 20 at
two different locations relative to the post 380 (i.e., a first
location shown in FIGS. 16 and 17, and a second location
shown in FIGS. 18 and 19). The assembly provides either
a sloped or non-sloped opening, depending upon the sur-
geon’s preference and the plate to be used with the os-
teotomy.

Description of Use (opening jack assembly 100)

Vertical opening configuration

[0031]

i. Position interfacing surfaces of upper and lower
bodies coincident and parallel
ii. Rotate locking knob clockwise until snug
iii. Rotate one gear on either side of the opening jack
to separate the compression arms to the desired dis-
placement
iv. Insert the adjustment bolt in the threaded hole of
either side of the opening jack
v. Use appropriate size hex head to separate the
upper and lower bodies to the desired separation

AP opening configuration

[0032]

vi. Position interfacing surfaces of upper and lower
bodies coincident and parallel
vii. Rotate locking knob counterclockwise until suffi-
cient clearance is made between locking knob and
upper and lower bodies, or until snug
viii. Rotate one gear on either side of the opening
jack to separate the compression arms to the desired
displacement
ix. Position the opening jack at the desired opening
configuration (right or left AP slope)
x. Insert the adjustment bolt in the threaded hole of
either side of opening jack
xi. Use appropriate size hex head to separate the
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upper and lower bodies to the desired separation

[0033] Reference is now made to FIG. 20 which illus-
trates an exemplary opening jack of the present inven-
tion, such as opening jack 100, employed in an exemplary
open wedge osteotomy procedure in bone (for example,
tibia).
[0034] An exemplary method for performing an open-
ing wedge osteotomy in a bone using the osteotomy
opening jack of the present invention includes the steps
of: (i) forming a cut 91 in bone 90; (ii) providing a me-
chanical jack 100 comprising a pair of adjustable bodies
or plates 10, 20, the pair of plates having a first end and
a second end in opposition to one another, the first end
of the pair of plates being configured to remain substan-
tially together with one another and being configured for
placement into the bone cut, and the second end of the
pair of plates being configured for selective positioning
from (a) a first position with the second end of the pair of
plates substantially together with one another to (b) a
second position with the second end of the pair of plates
apart from one another and in symmetry with one anoth-
er, and/or to (c) a third position with the second end of
the pair of plates apart from one another and in non-
symmetry with one another; (iii) positioning the first ends
of the pair of plates of the mechanical jack into the tibia
cut 91, the pair of plates having their second ends in the
first position with the second ends of the pair of plates
substantially together; and (iv) actuating the mechanical
jack 100 to move the second ends of the pair of plates
from the first position to the second position or the third
position with the second ends of the pair of plates apart
from each other and either in symmetry or non-symmetry,
to distract the bone at the bone cut.
[0035] An exemplary method for performing an open-
ing wedge, high tibial osteotomy using the osteotomy
opening jack of the present invention includes the steps
of: (i) forming an osteotomy cut 91 in tibia 90; (ii) providing
a mechanical jack 100 comprising a pair of adjustable
bodies or plates 10, 20 and a locking hinge mechanism
50 attached to the pair of adjustable bodies or plates 10,
20, the locking hinge mechanism 50 comprising a locking
knob 55, a horizontal hinge shaft 52, a shaft link 52 and
an angle hinge shaft 53, each of the first and second
plates being formed of a right arm 10a, 20a, and a left
arm 10b, 20b, the pair of plates having a first end and a
second end in opposition to one another, the first end of
the pair of plates being configured to remain substantially
together with one another, and the second end of the pair
of plates being configured for placement into the bone
cut in the tibia and for selective positioning from (a) a first
position with the second end of the pair of plates sub-
stantially together with one another to (b) a second po-
sition with the second end of the pair of plates apart from
one another and with the distance between the right arm
10a of the first plate 10 and the right arm 20a of the second
plate 20 being about equal to the distance between the
left arm 10b of the first plate 10 and the left arm 20b of

the second plate 20, and/or to (c) a third position with the
second end of the pair of plates apart from one another
and with the distance between the right arm 10a of the
first plate 10 and the right arm 20a of the second plate
20 being different from the distance between the left arm
10b of the first plate 10 and the left arm 20b of the second
plate 20; (iii) positioning the second ends of the pair of
plates of the mechanical jack into the tibia cut, the pair
of plates having their second ends in the first position
wherein the second ends of the pair of plates are sub-
stantially together; (iv) actuating the mechanical jack 50
to move the second ends of the pair of plates from the
first position to the second position or the third position
wherein the second ends of the pair of plates are apart
from each other, to distract the tibia at the osteotomy cut
and to form a wedge-like opening 92; and (v) providing
an osteotomy plate and securing the osteotomy plate
against the tibia and at the wedge-like opening to obtain
final repair 99.
[0036] While the present embodiments are described
herein with reference to illustrative figures for particular
applications, it should be understood that the embodi-
ments are not limited thereto. Those having ordinary skill
in the art and access to the teachings provided herein,
will recognize additional modifications, applications, em-
bodiments and substitution of equivalents all falling within
the scope of the presented embodiments.

Claims

1. An adjustable osteotomy opening jack, comprising:

a first plate;
a second plate; and
a hinge lock mechanism that allows the first plate
and the second plate of the opening jack to open
in a straight or sloped configuration.

2. The opening jack of claim 1, wherein the hinge lock
mechanism comprises a locking knob, a hinge shaft,
a shaft link and an angle hinge shaft, wherein the
hinge shaft is attached to the locking knob at one
end and to the shaft link at the other end.

3. The opening jack of claim 2, wherein the locking knob
and the hinge shaft are threaded.

4. The opening jack of claim 3, wherein, when the lock-
ing knob is rotated clockwise and tightened, the first
plate and the second plate allow only a vertical open-
ing corresponding to the straight configuration.

5. The opening jack of claim 3, wherein, when the lock-
ing knob is rotated counter-clockwise and loosened,
the first plate and the second plate allow an anterior-
posterior opening corresponding to the sloped con-
figuration.
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6. The opening jack of claim 1, wherein each of the first
and second plates further comprises an adjustment
gear provided on a reverse threaded adjustment bolt,
and a guide post.

7. The opening jack of claim 1, wherein each of the first
and second plates is provided with a right arm and
left arm.

8. The opening jack of claim 7, wherein in the straight
configuration, a distance between the right arm of
the first plate and the right arm of the second plate
is about similar to a distance between the left arm of
the first plate and the left arm of the second plate.

9. The opening jack of claim 7, wherein in the sloped
configuration, a distance between the right arm of
the first plate and the right arm of the second plate
is different from a distance between the left arm of
the first plate and the left arm of the second plate.
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